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BIOLA HOUR HIGHLIGHTS
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"“FREE FOR THE TAKING”

(The Life - Giving Power of Grace)

By: Dr. Joseph R. Cooke

In sharing this personal testimony, I do so with an earnest prayer that God may use
what I say to spare some of you from suffering the kind of experiences I went through.
I was born in Southwest China of missionary parents. All through the years of my
childhood I was exposed thoroughly to Biblical principles and teaching. I spent most
of the time between ages 6 and 17 attending a boarding school for missionary children
in northeast China. During that time I saw very little of my parents. Yet, I am
grateful for the blessings of living in a real Christian environment. All through
ose years I can't remember ever hearing young people take God's Name in vain. It
was a very protected environment, although there was the usual amount of "old nick"
we got into. We received some solid instruction in the Scriptures and early I came
to accept Jesus Christ as Savior, giving my life to Him for any service He might
choose.

Just after the end of my time in boarding school I also experienced living in a
apanese internment camp for several months., In fact, I came to the United States
during the war as part of a prisoner exchange program. Can you imagine what it was
like being plunged into such a new life? It was very difficult for me to know how to
cope with this strange new wicked world. All about me was profanity, lust, and lack
of restraint. It was frightening, to say the least.

You can imagine my joy when sometime thereafter I once again found myself in a
thristian environment. I had enrolled in Biola. This was in the days when the
School was located in the heart of downtown Los Angeles. How I enjoyed the excellent
ible teaching and new experiences with God. These all had a very profound effect
lpon my whole life as I committed myself to God for His service.

After being graduated from Biola, my wife and I were soon on our way to the mission
fleld. We had been accepted for service under the Overseas Missionary Fellowship and
Were assigned to Thailand. Leaving the United States and setting our faces toward
the Orient gave us some of the greatest days I had ever experienced. Both Laura and
L had a deep sense of God's unmistakable leading., Although I realized there would be
reat battles ahead of us, I still felt I had reached the summit of my ambitions for
arist, All my life I had wanted to be a missionary. Here it was: service for the
Ord in a full-time ministry. What more could I ask?

f€n, something inexplicable happened. I can assure you, it was the last thing I ever
APpected could occur. After three years on the field in Thailand, years that had
€emed to be promising, with real hope for spiritual success, I suffered a complete
Mtional breakdown. The whole house of cards I had built all the way through my
iristian life just came tumbling down. All my plans and hopes were in ruins. I had
® sneak home to the United States with my tail between my legs. Even after I got

Te, things seemed to get progressively worse. I found I couldn't preach, I couldn't
ach, I couldn't serve the Lord. I even got to the place where I couldn't pray or

4d the Bible. Responsibility of any type couldn't be taken without coming apart at
* Seams., I told myself that I was of no use to anybody in the world. Certainly I



sed my heart and motivation, was a tool the Lord used to force me to do all

wasn't any help to my wife. Rather, I was a burden on her. And I was no good tq
S e of things that seemed unpleasant.

God. I hated myself. I don't say this 1i as

. : C . 1 y this lightly, but I felt I was 1

ard to imagine hell being any worse than what i went through, alt}llgu};ﬁl%;m iﬁre's :
,

is. If hell is worse, then thank God it'
’ od it's a comfort to know I'm never going S I began to see that I had been living with what I had

" gs an ungracious God. Then, as never before, I truly saw what the grace of God
v means. I discovered that He really does accept me, even as a Christian, just
‘am. I don't have to earn His love. And there is something else I learned too.
d so many 'mon-grace' habits. There were numerous ways of doing, thinking and
g that had to be changed. There were habits of self-hatred and self-

I began, by the goodness of the Lord, to

jenmation which had to be overhauled.
" through some of these things little by 1ittle. It was all over a period of a

g time, step by step. Sometimes I would leap forward and sometimes I would
]y crawl, hanging on and feeling I was hardly getting anywhere.

ke a long story short,

I ; . i
sﬁivasdoﬁgistalmnéyugg‘efﬁﬁst‘};ﬁhghings WS gel")’ wrong. No one could be experiencip

. ut drastic difficulties in thei - 18
f;z;in atge‘ili\afreldaﬁss self-destructive way of existence. In oiigre$gf‘cli§nsi hgdhad
B e over again. In fact, as I started out from the very’botto 3
Trneibilisies ('d evon spend houes. reading fairy tatess. T had to work t -

1 ours readi i E

the hangups acquired over many years. ing fairy tales). I had to work throfy

» the years God slowly jed me into a completely new way of life. I had a new
£ seeing other people

elation of both Himself as well as myself. I had a new way O
| new reasons for doing things. There was a completely new understanding of all

, ways. Many of the Scriptures I had always known and loved sprang to life in an
iting way, becoming completely transformed for me. Best of all, now He has given
3 chance to serve Him in a new way, with an opportunity of sharing His message of
- with others. That's exactly what I'm endeavoring to do these days. I'm so
mkful for opportunities to share in preaching, teaching, and even in radio

yistry. This is such wonderful news that God is gracious, not only to the un-

liever, but to the Christian, His own child.

ortunity to put my discoveries and insights into

ok form. The publication is entitled, Free for the Taking.* Now it's my prayer
at the Lord will keep on using me to heIp point others away from "squirrel cage
ristianity" and toward the glorious liberty of God's sons and daughters. We have
) remenber that grace isn't just a conversion mechanism. It's not something
signed exclusively for getting people into God's family, although, thank the Lord,
t most certainly does do that. It's not just a "fire insurance policy" of saving
sople from hell, glorious though it is that God does so redeem sinners. '

ure, showing Him for what He is like. When this
the bottom of our hearts, I

35' guarantee you that our d. When we perceive God and
hat He really is, that glorious fact keeps on changing us day after day after day.

fter all, that's what the Holy Spirit's ministry is. He shows us the grace of God
0 that we can be transformed by it. As Peter reminds us, "But grow in grace and
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." May this be your continuing

xperience and mine as we keep feeding on His matchless grace.

Itw i
the' grace. of-God.” Nov. donrt Misundersiand me. T vas cortuinly a born- again SN
o bl Bl me. I was certainly a born-again 4
g : v grace and fully realized that I couldn' :
thouglltY(-ez % ‘ll:igzglevgg 1nIthe grace of God and even taught it-—ra%?irelrtwgil{n Ifly ;
I loved the doctrine 0§ethee§igcgeggréézd t?ztentirehbook G i T(,) be i
e C ) C God. , somehow on a dee ¢
ey &rgoagg‘l;ggrllrgtfgcltd.foy my daily life. I hadn't been living v%iihliﬁg, gia}éidn' ‘
e T 011; itionally. I hadn't seen that He accepts me always and ctzus :
= , i with.G dog some reason I fe_lt I always had to earn His kindness gr
b aood enough o 0 Hgy—byjday seemed impossible to please Him. I just couélnc}n' 4
He e nes, fog arn His smile. I read the passage in Scripture where Jes .
e l; i .you.love Me, keep my commandments." I tried so hard t e
im by doing just that. But I always failed. In my thinking I gtli)ﬁV;m)"

acted as though Scripture said, "Earn My love, by keeping My commandments." rntly the Lord gave me the oop

I had " inni i
ok Chri:t}ib.?a]%lﬂi’gganagd an end point" of grace. There was grace at the beginnin P
i ek dci:glg‘salnly grace at the end. But, somehow there wasgnon— ol
i 1.:he e t hage to fear the final judgment or hell. When thegigr(r:g
o the mRASE B% Christ9pen§/' ,» I knew my name would be inscribed in heaven Stil‘l
S tere T ian 1f§ I was experiencing one long deadly ''rat raée" of
e e et th " Iwas trying to be the perfect missionary; trying to be the
il i M a could accept myself and avert God's frc,)wn I was d roll
oy then%’va fcgrlpletely to (3hr15t. I honestly didn't want an).f of sel?fspera‘
g i ma}'; o : e Holy Spirit working through me. No matter how mlr;l)(;h I o

5 ter how hard I tried to keep His commandments, I never succeedggled

The tr i .
beconeagﬁzs2fliltea;1t¥zsff?:hat I was making such an ogre out of God. My Lord had
and then, when they see 1cbcop. You know, they sit there waiting by the highway,
o the S Fapes a};d o somebody make a mistake they just '"zoom' out, '"nail" ghway,
who always na ed Allen throw the book at you. My God, it seemed "was some%)fou
ing, 'Why didﬁgt on d day %ong it was nag, nag, nag. It was as tﬁough He w od y
Christian? Why d)(;g?t o this? Why didn't you do that? Why aren't you a bettzi S

aren't you a more effi you pray more? Why don't you read your Bible regularly? Wh
Spirit's main job :s gcfclve witness?'' By this it appeared I looked onguthe H)c;i 7
that I wasn't perfect g b to make me feel uncomfortable every time I domons trall
"the accuser of the b thOOklﬂg back on it now, I guess I regarded the Holy Spirit
I ek i actuaﬁy g?@én';h Jgo}grl;llgl}zler aIIthC(cgindemner. I know my Bi}bilepgils j
11 U ere 1 . A :
igg;génfgz One who came to reveal the love of Chr?stlgoeilslzl‘gcﬁlygi‘i/?el I:IL; }to the Hig
" ght be

Fleming H. Revell ($5.95)

pn. Joseph R. Cooke
Biofa graduate, 1949

I saw G i i

"Look w}?gta?'l\jzlggnglz e Rl against me. It was as if He'd said to me

Christian?' Then out or )1’ou. Don't you remember Calvary? Why aren't you a bettér
would come the whip. So grace, instead of being something that



PSALM 139

*WHAT |IS | §
IUION POSSESS'ON 9” ' | By: Dr. Al Sanders
n
e 139th Psalm, perhaps better than any other passage of Scripture, we discover
' No-

be magnitude of God in four specific, non-duplicated areas of His character.
ere is His omniscience, omipresence, omipotence, and what we might term His
mi-righteousness,' more strikingly set forth. At the same time, nowhere do we

nd a more emphatic assertion of man's personality as distinct from that of Deity.

om a basic standpoint it answers the ponderous question of those who are seeking
answer for their identity crisis as to the personal interrogation, 'Who am I?"

s can't read these 24 verses without coming to a stark realization of the presence,

and personality of our blessed God!

rst of all, before we look at the actual verses, note for a moment the inscription
iich declares that it is addressed to the Chief Musician. Psalms for the Choir
The reason it is so addressed, I believe, is

rector have particular significance.
cause it is worthy of the most excellent of soloists. Furthermore, it is designa-

'd to be heard in public worship.
?these 24 verses we actually have four different and distinct stanzas, each of six
As it is set up in this way, we discover each stanza in progression deals

TSes .
ith God's omniscience, omipresence, omnipotence, and adding a fourth, sometimes
Have you ever been in a meeting where you felt

erlooked, His omni-righteousness.
ie presence of God so close to you that you could almost reach out and touch Him?
211, in a way, that is exactly how I feel about this Psalm.

By: Dr. Henry w, Holloman

There is a dan .
. gerous fascinati i .
collegians tod i taklng place with de .
glemons, 1’851dea}i,1; assgl;sg? g;;l?rgl_l)’ be defined as tggncgé):svev}?z;‘gnabg .
ody, the mind, or s > Clsing influence and cont emon, or
e e emotions, or all of U 1 rol over the physical
Bible Iemingssngéz f}?é" gr Selélon to control the pergglelgllfg olgead(cj)hn?t e
(I John 4:4), A ater power of God's Holy Spjri Jhristian, The
he could conceivagir)’ Ccarnal or weak believer may l})’e frigt 0 iyl "
Y glve appearance of demon e e uenced by Satan so that

The other extre i
me, and it, too. j ibli
mental, or physi s ’ > 1S unbiblical holds i
> physical, are caused by demons, Ne’ither oﬁh ?ﬁegg \C};GWpseaS?s’ i
oints will

Stand up against the
actual teaching of Scri
5, ture, r p 4
- . On several OCcasions where e are immediately impressed with a number of pronouns used. It makes the reading so
While God is specifically

ersonal. It is not a cold and abstract thing whatsoever.
amed six times He is referred to pronominally 30 times with words like "'Thou,"

hine,'" "Thy,'" and "Thee." On the other side of the ledger, the Psalmist speaks of
imself 50 times, 16 times using the word "me' and 15 times using the word '"my." So,
t is an intensely personal document dealing with the revelation of God in our lives

ay by day.

Javid opens his heart by saying, "O Lord, Thou hast searched me, and known me." Al-
lough he is talking about Jehovah, Who knows all things, it is not so much that God
omiscient as it is that the all-knowing One is intimately acquainted with me!

1n subjection to th :
be relieved € will of God. In some ¢ it i ; ’
bre SLIEYed from coreiin 17inessgs, s T, 563 ST 15 God's WLl hat e e
: W that it was God's wil] for him t¢ kegprtej\lf:r.zﬁ i
. Oorn in the

I the original Hebrew the word "search' has several backgrounds. It means such
lings as soldiers looking for contraband or pillagers ransacking a house for plunder.
L Course, in those two cases the investigators involved have no knowledge of where
i€ 1tem is for which they are seeking. Not so with God. The Lord knows all things
tur@llly, completely and without any effort. He doesn't need a search warrant to

e 1nto your lives desperately hunting for the unknown., What do you look for in
1fe? God digs in you to find out what needs you have, Of course, one of the
Ommon terms in our modern-day society is the fact that when we understand someone,
€N we are on their same wave length, we say, "I dig you!" That is exactly what
avid is testifying here, "0 Lord, you dig me! You understand me. You know me
Opletely.'" This searching, from a human standpoint, always implies a lack of

lowledge, but not so with the Lord.
It is not, "O Lord, you know all things." That,

ite how personal this verse is. C
t Course, is true. But the exclamation comes in understanding the fact, "O Lord,
OU know me!'" '"Know' in the Hebrew means to be able to discern everything perfectly

commended prayer ip i
su

ch Clrcumstances, He Strongly indicated, "These can onl

- - y

ﬂ‘i A

0f Systematic Theogo :
Graduat gy at Bwliafé
Seménazz;.SChooz’ Tatboz Theokogicat



and art acquainted with

assest my path and my lying down,
using the New American Stan shles it's 24 excellent trans-
ing 1 me help in two areas O
to scrutinize and carefully
The second thing 1s @ ngcquainte o In the
1 it is reflected *n the NASB, jt is not ] -5 friendshiP, but
ou art intimately acquainted with all my ways." Here again jt is a similar
activities, ™ paths, W rest, MY lying down--we
avid says, w] may leave your path, 0 God, but you
ver do. You know every single habit, good

and correctl
e e all at one time
in one“';r;edz we knew ever)’thiné eDg f}’ou realize how terpible I
confronted at )Ifg }’Oufknew what 20mi§§v}lyhall at one time? eFlt would be if in
sit : : ur office . eld. th : or exampl P our
youulzgégna‘ﬁthfyoll , the in%l\lfgnzﬁg home, the iilgggzliﬂs with Whiche ; O‘J-lusm‘ic g}c;ons
i t could easi ight beht
Why our God of these thmgs why i of your young pe 1 a‘_ U eaSlly B .
Ony alone is omisci y it would onl ople in sin and i e a tery
e of the kindest thin iscient, because He k¥1 breed confusion and d immorality,
l one for us is to put a ‘lln_glperfectly i 0ls
TOW'S

N1l p .
= totally currounded by Our God. D
i may s1eepP, but you ne
211-knowing omiscience of the Lord to
e read of the impending

There is on
e other thin .
g wh . 3 o
ich I think is fascinating about thi
is first verse
. Not

ths ago when W

1 know absolutely nothing

that the w
ord "me" is in i
n italics; it h
as been supplied by the translat
ors. If yo
" reveals the

further bit that
zed a few mon

dropped th
at off
say 176 you would pe
reVéaledI'.Jor%lT’lenll,gl;dhlzslt Seagdll‘légp Isrengldak];etter view of what David
our: OW. own. avid i .
o N o sze§§g°tly what we are, e tﬁverything D there is @
don't take thgSE.People usu311¥035 08’,111 P}égtograph prggﬁ}el V,‘c’i are so slow tgmirllgf, 1 am sure 211 of us were amd i
ime to , ''Is that 1 ntly we wi s orce of the well-known newspa er columist LandeTs .
God is searchin truly know ourselves, Ilr‘n?lillll}ieslsne;?;; 0t COur‘gél%togieg i or § pout the situation and 1 don'g: 1;'mgle her ou{: pecause of what tocz}(l plgiz in he
he g out our 1i . e needs we s wor more thal three and @ half decades of marriage. The thing at jmpress me
Shzrgospv{g?an comment jis%l‘;zie;i%h t now., He knows both Siea STar o : " the evaluation che gave of the situation. %‘hese were her words 33 she was Open
ned, 'My husband and y, and I'm sure —O-h— the good and the b to declare, "The lady with all of the answers doesn't know the answer to this
I went together fo);m'ihrg‘ée heard something 2‘-111;1111 net" But, Iy riend, you cab be assured of one solid fact, and that 1S, God does.
e : ar E
years before our weddingfierse 4 explains, npor there 1S not a word in ¥ tongue but, 10, O Lord, thou
aqest it altoge er.' Itis like a seed in the soil. The results are eventually
<ve statement here makes the situation even more emphaticC. Every
gilence can £ conceal ouTl thoughts. God
bite your tongue,

But I never
- . : really kn p
1mp11 . Y ew him -
o I:i‘;tglén 1}51 _that before m;.nxl';c'ii we were married and I .
ship, somehow all th ge th}ngs HETR i &, asked him for money!"
e glaring faults came ;fferent basis, but }a’lj.:'t 'n’;ﬁ
you glad the Lo
0

t because yYOou
heart. It is true W€ can

i But this is a
1ittle

. The negative
is well known pefore it 1S even Spoken.
Some experience you
.1 thoughts in your

Jesus loved
: us, even knowi
yet 2oty ow
leet ta bt s Euce of Hirslglgxlzé “He faults? How wonderful
e e P et ven il ve e
or mys ing thing i ) n, God kn 7 o
\léime it B myself as well. g is that He loves you (J?“u’:t}’%lie az}c G(%d 1sr;i<1:, ama{;etof e g ‘
owest _the suggestion i : n repent of SPC ing, but s¢€ om do we have o repen
my downsitting a§d miﬁg into even sharper focus ) re of our Ielationsr’np to God, MOt JHS to memn. mother used to have @
uprising; Thou o ——— deDin observes, "Thou 1"ge silent an be thought 2 fool; speak and remove all d . That 13 SO
S ’ "
e oerres e et MRS, << o e tore with ST, ) St B you st hen 1° e 139t ;
alm it is not the mouth but rather the tongue . Notice how far back David goes-
iculated, Y55 even before it 1s ormed, the Lord
of old wrote these perceptive words ,
st thought cat read

k o)
er

fore the word is SPO
it., The philosop
d the very inmo

an indiVidual'
d s most
u; gﬁtd(l) {ﬁh lac ﬂlings(?:omf(‘znigrcl"ci: sitting down and getti
s el1 - : us 1 . ettl
L me e oy ?n°1“deSth;nth§ physical aSPeczgogpéitng many times a da
you rise in pride you sink down in dis ting down and ett
and conceit Tn. the couragement and dng all about 1T.
. se aspects of '"d 3 may Se€ thee do an impious deet, but Go
ownsitting -
‘ In verse 5> W€ get an even better picture of the Lord's protecting hand upon us "Thou
and before, and laid thine hand upon me." The New American
g" as perhaps 2 1ittle betteT understanding
ins or else blotting

g’ 1 ds r Ul g

nast beset mMe behind

andard Bible provides the word 1enclose

for '"beset." 1t is as though i ind us TECOT! i
But He is also before US,

them out in His grace.
for our needs.

I used to enj
en .
from o 5 Joy 100k1ng at a
entrance %;0%1? SR, - don?gtl-c?ay-beehi"e down at Knott'
and out of theeh?\e;?yfl-r?rket and OI?Z igu?zley BIELLL hiaim ci):t sliem Farm, not too
were there. There is a ling up with see these energeti was right at th
R s e S i =
3 ey can see everyth-lVGS. No one can when we realize that >
ing, even the thOugﬁ‘g:S‘iﬁ!zhsee R
1 - g dc
go in as well as

e can actually say ouT loving heavenly Father has enf around us 1n His
matchless grace. This is in keeping with other Psalms We to0. For in-

1 of the Lord encampeth round about them th

- e shall give His angel

God's 211-knowing eye.

that which
el s comes out in word :
pt God and deed ”
lizgl'm, ‘He can Seé eégd Eﬁ.ﬂle Lord We’a];leltl-]‘list what takes place
taking place £thing Hhet 5 Tappeuii that cut-aw on the inside no on ;
’ appening on the i wvay beehive at Knott' o stance, "The ange
e understands our th nside. He knows eXactl}sz 5:13, ,1'1Ve-reth them." And again,
is omnipresent oughts afar ‘ thee in all thy ways." Nothing can escape
. that i off., N . L
place s 3 s at 1s., eve ow, where i :
mendous r;{éehigven no one cﬂ}éegﬁrgresgnt at the za,?gd Eingell’ we realize that He The words w¢hine hand" in the authorized versions are better cpanslated, e palm of
speed s . . B X A thine h M . = . b b
R R e T T s e i e ¥ 0 5 O et J o L2 K e
ion light years away. §§; » o mog;%z m},DAn rgy tfl(')rehiad with the pag]m_of her 1\;3111:% Itagrougl%t r%trlrifxigl yﬂ}l?c Yg’; .
‘ dammp N is, here in Vverse® is even b€ at.
the so-ca'_’Lled' ody 1angua,ge" of our day. Generally that is tgken up Wi
ing to get something for themselves SO t+ they might gain

see, the real :

no di question isn' \
what}ﬁfi;esgz‘; TIIle fact thztﬂﬁij %(Eilble distance of God, for th

. It is an amazi s our ideas 1 , for that mak 3

ing thing to reali ong before w es absolutely

ealize. e even comprehend

6



ege now for about 25 years, I certainly believe in education. But there's some-
It is the fact that Biola's

:“: special I appreciate most about the school.
mse and understanding is that the foundation, the starting point, the fountain-

)

d for each student's life is a knowledge of God. Our dedicated faculty can then
David frankly

s our students how such knowledge is '"too wonderful for me."
tified, "It is high; I cannot attain unto it."

grave] road by e f
S reew.
E:Prsgr?elcrl‘ejugoﬁ € sixth flof,'?d Eg;;lge;ut c1]:lhe Texas Book Depository b
; as he went dowy’ indicate the p uilding £
im : : own t resid € Irom
themmvc\}asonsob;};lgd him; guards gg:dwilghymdexpass. Therl'eevrvl:swzs mfﬁgallé’ shot, ‘ mory serves me correctly, it was Mark Twain who observed that every man is
JtEc in rcade j - Jifme
OXes us in, not jg};o]?e}from above, Byt },05 g;’gr%’ghere, Unfortunately 1?0“1,2 frong 1ly a fool when you get him off the subject on which he was educated. Now, that
ind and before but th Sure that there is i’_- ver, jld never be said of our Lord, for there is nothing, absolutely nothing, unknown to
en He puts the very palm ggm God! HEEE" Here's a lesson we need to learn today, and all our days. It's very true when
His hang realize it's what we learn, after we think we know it all, that really counts,

- of love upon
us; the softe
St part. That isn't just for physicag
al protection byt
als

and more j
Tportantly, for Spiritua] Sustenance ag |
iy ] this is what makes the difference in our outlook on life.

It causes me to b

ak out singi
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hind "dishonor." Paul is telling us that even though there are times when people
look upon him as something absolutely worthless, he can still be effective.
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But what about the accusation of being "a deceiver?"' There were those who so calleg Yoﬁeagégéﬁ ' .1 God. He is the One Wh?;a?l?ls
him. Today there may be people who say we are deceivers if we attempt to share a 11 are in partnership with oy glory because we S
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This one last negative phrase is found in verse 9, "as unknown.' This is raising e
the attitude of suspicion and a lack of trust. It is another of the arrows a per-
son carries who loves to gossip and undercut. You can be shot down by dishonor,

with an evil report, as a deceiver, while also being dismissed as '"'unknown.'' What
is our response when people come at us with such harsh accusations? Paul calmly

our effectiveness

st of

w " o o 1 P 1e's ex-
points out that he doesn't want to give any cause for offense so that the ministry or sentences 1 e Greek there - of the apost tarts
won't be discredited. The tendency is for us to strike back hard. Instead, Paul ne Of.tht;iigggverses to 10. ir; %out 180, This 2% %Icl)xenans g:35 where Pau})ds ey
strikes back in defense of his calling as an apostle. He emphasizes the importance atorint I translations there i similar example 13 . us from the 1ove othing -
and glory of the great God whom he serves. He doesn't "fly off the handle," as - ?}\gélslists of importal?ce;lothing which can separi"teise 29 he COVETS amt,:he SavioT
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Spirit, keep right on going. Never forget that in the final analysis God is the ‘aul s 5 fi;“St princ1ple - latter portion of ver owful yet alway nings
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e apostle hag) Although pooT 1

you will learn to play man's game to get his praise. If you work for God you can be
assured of the spiritual dividends for all eternity. Yes, the only way to be
effective is to play God's game by His rules and live for His commendation. Of
course, we must watch being obnoxious or insensitive people. Some seem to feel, , ]
"I'm doing God's job so I don't care what anybody thinks!'" Paul knew the importance ‘of what God had done
of understanding others, trying to relate to them in Christian love. You are : g wna

actually in partnership with God, doing what He wants you to do in an enlightened

= z . : s u " - wor i
and effective manner as we are encouraged in Scripture. Nothing can hurt you if yo others. While it may under Severe handicap that in some € ° while we may be pooTr

are prepared in this manner. Yes, the Christian is joined up with the Lord and can a person 1S inded of 1S tic
be blessed despite the fact that he may be maligned and slandered by others. : "'| gag%;lhenma% we ne?;rlb E‘; be&zmmristian ?[ﬁ?déicsg;lthere can be a fantas
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witness which results. jesus Chr

In the last phrase of verse 9 we read, "as punished yet not put to death." This | you may have childr
could refer to a number of problems Paul experienced in the flesh. The word trans- 1iving

lated "punished" in the original can also mean ''discipline." One of the great

passages on this subject is found in Hebrews 12:6-8. We are reminded that 'Whom

the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.'" This
is a necessary part of life because it corrects, guides, directs, molds and shapes
us for a more positive influence. The writer goes on to point out, '"All discipline
for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been
trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.'" We need
to strengthen our hands which so often are weak and feeble (Hebrews 12:9-13).

t

our 11

The superiority of Paul can be seen in the fact that despair didn't always set in,
the midst of all his problems and afflictions he never got so dissatisfied that peop]
said, '"Well, you can write Christianity off. Look at the apostle Paul. All his fang

words didn't mean a thing.'" Rather, he knew the power of God in his life. Hence, gy have had
even in the midst of bodily affliction and holy correction he wasn't a stumbling blog hings you W
to others. People came to him, wanting to know his secret for life. He commended jhat a tr
himself by the pattem of life consistently lived. In this way doors were opened. nder whi

I recall two students who attended Biola College some years ago. One had everything .
going for him physically speaking. He was tall, dark, handsome and very athletic. p Christ we
Somehow or other he got it into his head that he wasn't what he should be. This eighed down
caused him to be very discouraged. He lost not only his own perspective in life but

also his testimony with others. Other students saw it and some even observed, 'He's

a detriment! Nobody's ever going to accept Christ if they meet him!" On the other

hand, there was another student who didn't have a complete body. He had lost his

sight in Korea. Still, while poor physically he was rich in spirit. He was the
vibrant type of Christian, always joyous in the Lord. What a contrast between the
two! This was Paul's point. Even though poor in the body, he was alive in the
Spirit. For this reason there is no need for us to grumble and to be discouraged.
Such only causes others to stumble, wondering whether your God really is all powerful
Use your circumstances, whatever they may be, to build bridges to reach other people

In Christ we may be burdened but ever optimistic and confident. In the first phrase
of verse 10 we find the example, "As sorrowful yet always rejoicing.'" We see here
the apostle's burden for others. He could have been weighted down, as we learned in
an earlier study, because of what some were saying about him and his work. He knew
the many increasing numbers who needed to hear the Gospel and yet at times he was
delayed and unable to move on. Still, these things didn't sour his outlook on life.
He continued his efforts to reach the lost. He constantly referred to his commitmen
to Christ and what it means in his life of victory. When you and I are burdened,
God can give us through the ministry of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, and patience
(Galatians 5:22, 23). These are the Lord's gifts and aren't subject to circumstance
nor to the manipulations of man. If we live only on what comes into us on the human
level we will always find defeat. There can be no rejoicing whatsoever.

One other element is crucial and that is in Christ we may be financially poor but
still able to give much. The last phrases of verse 10 testify ''as poor yet making
many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.'" These phrases are interes
ing and certainly paradoxical. Most of us don't have much of this world's goods anc
thereby can't give a great deal to Christian organizations. Never confuse the givill
of material substance with the giving of other things that can be so much more of
value. The giving of yourself is what is primarily vital. Paul tells the believer
at Corinth, "I didn't have much to give you as far as physical goods are concernéed,
but I gave you something of far greater value. I presented you the Savior, the LOT
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REVELATION NO.151

By: Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson
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major fegt %
i Jre g pevelation chapter 19 parallels the parable in Matthew 22:1-14 to the marriage supper

st ely celestj . :
Cllm;'xugct_l:londof Babylon  which oégifs € event is obviously syup Place | of the Lamb. If you recall, there were some people who weren't interested in
and succeeded by at the end of the Tribul Seéquent to th attending the marriage feast the king gave for his own son. When the guests were
Silon compelled to come to the wedding feast one was discovered who was without a wedding

our Lord J : This is jppeg; ; .
€sus Christ tq the earthla garment, Jesus said that he would be cast into outer darkness. This parable refers

A to a marriage feast to take place on earth and not in heaven. No person would be
€ marriage . 1S was often able to enter heaven without a proper wedding garment. Also, it is 1np0551b}e for
8¢ were sti]] childre consummated by the parents one to be cast into outer darkness once he has gotten to heaven. Such teaching

n'
ied.  Second] When consummated T?Eepgment of a Suitable Jomd would be foreign to Scripture. The message our Lord illustrated has to do with
Y, at a later tipe e ontract meant that the B people on earth during the kingdom age of Christ. Of course, the saints of the
’ Church will be there in their glorified bodies just as Jesus was on earth in His

€ weddin hen the coupl

her to pj naied by hj : 8 took place : Ple had reacheg

0 his home and th >y his frlends, went to the hThls Was a Ceremony in 1,5}}1]5 ~ glorified body after His resurrection. There will also be guests there in their
] ' ®  npatural bodies. They will be the population of the kingdom over which Christ, to-

ther with believers, will be ruling and reigning. Any unbelievers who attempt to
attend the feast will be cast into outer darkness.

3

. o/ 8 is be s ) :
His own Church Sulifully fulfileq in the ~ Another interesting parable is found in Matthew 25:1-13. This has a bearing on

at the time whe
n the
Taptur : urch is r The wedd : . . .
ulljfﬂ;e’ dWhICh Precedes the Tribi(lizgmd' When Christ Comelélgfgont;«act 1S consummateq § Revelation 19:7, 8. You will recall the illustration of the wise and foolish virgins.
e third bPhase folloys '[»:\lf}?n then there 1s the r His Church at the - Here it isn't that the guests are disinterested in attending but rather that they
: Ich is the This parable gives us an excellent picture of Israel on earth at

>econd phase of the weddip aren't prepared.
i l the end of the Tribulation. She will be waiting for her Messiah to return from

of th 1S sionifi i
he, - € Lamb, That which is e ~ heaven with His Bride, the Church. Some will be prepared to meet Him and thereby
€ order of eévents, the wedding feast, gef @ble to enter the millennial kingdom. Others will not have that privilege since they
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the marriage supper or feast. This is why the blessed announcement is given of this
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at the end of the Tribulation. Only those who are found to be "in Christ," or who
have been saved or born again, will be resurrected at the Rapture (I Thess. 4:16, 17)
No believers, except Church saints, are spoken of as being "'in Christ.'" This is be-
cause only Church saints have been baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Body of

Christ. O01d Testament or Tribulation saints are never spoken of as being ''in Christ,
even though they have trusted in God. Daniel 12 indicates that the resurrection of
the 0ld Testament saints will be after the Tribulation is over (Daniel 12:1). Danie
doesn't distinguish any time element involved between the resurrection of believers
and unbelievers. He simply referred, as Jesus Himself did, to both resurrections in
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as to be at the marriage feast of the Lamb. Also, Daniel 12:11 and 12 mentions two
time periods that extend beyond the end of the Tribulation. It is at the middle of
the Tribulation when the abomination of desolation (the image of the Antichrist) is
set up. To the end of those seven years is usually spoken of as 1260 days, or 42

months., This, of course, makes three and one-half years. Daniel wrote in verse 13,

athe X
4 are to be g t1e of that gres igt returns.

' {8
i alled tthe ba hen Jesus chri
11 for what 15 C xcept here W teglC
. a single battle € P er of Stﬁi_ 8

2 a
i imn . ns
ally a campaigh A% 0 Tlien the natidnd = g

The kings of
the triad of ¢
This isn't actually

eddon 1s T€

19
"And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination : broad SCOP®» B ears. . i% 5, cul-
that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hmﬁred and ninety days. '-gleg;e are fought acros_snﬂ;?;f }israel (Joel 3:2), ﬂizzg) . Ihese appir;cn%or,mected
Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and cause of their persec tlotions of the world (Re'\é\:qed by God as one %rof them take
thirty days." It is evident that the time involved for these extra days is after the the godlessness of the na £ Armageddon , re \}?Ve been fought. i
Tribulation., This seems to be a clear Scriptural indication that Daniel won't be minating in the gathering © £ conflagfatlonS "

Wthh a nu'niber Odd0n°“
the word ""ATMage 1ain on which many of Israel's
%

resurrected until after the Tribulation is over, even though he may have trusted in
the Lord and believed in God. He is certainly not a member of the Body of Christ.
This is strictly New Testament truth given to Paul which the Holy Spirit would have
us understand.
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Bicentennial Tour

You've been hearing about it over The Biola Hour, now
here are the facts about Biola's special East Coast
Bicentennial Tour.

The dates are June 28 to July 12, 1976. (There will be
an optional extension to Niagara Falls for a limited
number who make an early decision).

The entire family should be considered for this memorable
occasion. The Rev. Charles Swindoll, pastor of the First
Evangelical Free Church of Fullerton, California, will be
bringing challenges from the Word to help strengthen the

spiritual influence of the home.

For historical interest, each area visited will be given
complete background study for tour members. Emphasis
will be on the Christian heritage involved. In fact,
Biola College credit is even available to those who so
elect to follow this course. Dr. Israel Carmona will be
the professor.

Hosts for the tour will also include Biola President,
Dr. J. Richard Chase, and Dr. Al Sanders, who is heard
on The Biola Hour.

A complete descriptive brochure is now available upon
request. Make your reservations before space is gone.

Join many other Christian friends on this special one-time
only Biola "Foundations of Freedom" Bicentennial Tour!
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‘A WORLD OF LIONS”

By: Reverend Charles Swindoll, Pastor
Evangelical Free Church
Fullerton, California

The world is filled, as it was in the day of the prophet Daniel in the long ago,

with lions. While some have been tamed, there are many more who have not been. I
remember a fellow who attended my high school. He was a fellow who was frankly just
as mean as he could be. He dressed all in black. He wore a black turtleneck and

a black tight pair of pants. He even had black hair with a big ducktail in the back.
You know that type of person, I'm sure. He had big taps on his shoes and he was
thoroughly mean. He was a football nut and played linebacker on defense, fullback
on offense. And he just kind of laid around in the grass and jumped up and ate
people every once in awhile, just to kind of keep himself alert!

There were kids in the school who tried to witness to him. He'd never listen for he
just hated the Name of Jesus. He used to curse and do all sorts of things to em-
barrass any of the Christians. He took delight in devouring them like a roaring
lion. Then one day he was in his own motorboat. It had a real thin, shallow hull
on it with a big, heavy Evinrude motor on the back. He was skimming around the west
end of Galveston Bay and flipped over in a sudden storm that came up. The boat went
under but thankfully this fellow found a rock. It was covered over with barnacles.
As he grabbed hold of the rock, the surf in the tumultuous squall that came up

moved him up and down. The front of his body just became crab meat as he was raked
up and down. Suddenly he thought, 'Maybe there is something to prayer. I've heard
about that.'" He said something like, '"Oh, God, 1f you will save me I'll do your
will." It wasn't but two or three minutes until the Coast Guard, led by God, came
right around the end of the jetty and was able to pick him up. He quickly forgot
his promise when he healed up. Of course, he still bore the marks on him although
he never kept his vow. Then through an interesting and tragic chain things changed.
This mean fellow was dating a girl in his senior class. He had an unfortunate
automobile accident in which she was killed and he was thrown through the wind-
shield. He received an ugly cut right across his face. He has it to this very day.
He said to me, '"Chuck, you know it was in the hospital when I took my first shower
after that accident. I took all of my clothes off and was getting ready to get in-
to the tub. When I looked into the mirror I saw the marks of a very stubborn man.
So, I just got down on my knees, right there in that hospital bathroom, and I con-
fessed, "Lord, I'll keep my promise.' Here was now a tamed lion who at this very
moment is a minister of the Gospel. He had roared all the way through life until
God said, ''That's enough roaring!"

Remember, in the words of Henrietta Mears, ''The world cannot breed a lion that God
cannot tame.' That also includes you! That includes the child you think that God
has taken His hand off. That includes the one you may have taken off your prayer
list. You may have thought God is through there but He isn't. That business friend
of yours, that colleague with whom God isn't finished. There will be west jetties
in their lives, too, an accident, a series of events, which will tame them and bring
them to Him. Yes, the Bible is an amazing book because God is an amazing God!



“WORRY”

By: Dr. Curtis Mitchell
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If God gives us our

jmow the Savior better is through this Book. You cannot develop a growing faith
Lithout getting consistently into the Scriptures. Only in this way can you find
out what His plans and principles are for your life. This causes you to develop a
~ consistent confidence in Christ so that worry becomes a diminishing factor in your

'  i fe .

fz(xcasionally there are momentous problems which crash in upon us. When you come to
force yourself to

~ an emergency situation you need jmmediate help. First of all,
. dmit your own inadequacy. Remenber, God's strength is made perfect in weakness.
I then ask myself, "itchell, is God able to do something about this problem?'" I
use the Bible to see exactly what God has done. I may read the same passage un-
told times and yet I need to hear what God is telling me. This is how my faith 1is
stimulated. There are hundreds of God's promises to consider. Why not 1list some
of them in the flyleaf of your Bible? Remember, 'My God shall supply all your
need" (Philippians 4:19). "Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you"
(I Peter 5:7). Force yourself to face the implications of those promises. Hear

what God is telling you. You will be thoroughly convinced that not only is the
it is His strongest desire. So often I

~ Lord willing to take your problem, but also 1
ry to handle worry by your-

say to myself, '"Now, Mitchell, you're an idiot if you t i
He practically begs you to
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self. God is more than adequate to handle your need.

give Him your worry. Why don't you let Him have it and then go to sleep

menber the words, ''By prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving.'" I then can
f God that passes all understanding
" (Philippians 4:6-8). This 1s

enter in with the realization that ''the peace O
shall keep your hearts and minds by Christ Jesus
what stimulates your faith so that the worry begins to flee.

To be realistic there will be times in your 1ife when this procedure will need to
hysical malady. When

be repeated the very next day. You know what you do with a p

symptoms come, a spoonful of medicine is taken. The symptoms go away if it is the
right medicine. When the symptoms recur, you take another spoonful of medicine.
There have been times in my 1ife when worries come and I have had to go through

this same process four or five times a day. Each experience Ty faith 1is
stimulated.

"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and

His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you." In other words,

put the Lord and His program at the top of your totem pole. Be correctly oriented

toward the Savior. It is much like what Paul Qeclared, nget your affections on

things above, and not on things below' (Colossians %:l) .

In Matthew 6:33 the Lord enjoins us,

Reverend Charles Swindoll tells an interesting story about a young couple who had
gone to a Navigator's Bible conference. All week long this key verse was hammered
away , ''Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” The husband and
wife, driving home, decided they would make this their life motto. As they rode
along praising the Lord because of their mountaintop experience, the man lost con-
trol of the car. As it crashed the automobile ended upside down in a ditch be-
side the highway. The couple crawled out, brushed themselves off, discovering
they weren't seriously hurt. They got on top of the upside down car. Clasping
their hands they closed their eyes and began to sing the Doxology. When they
finished, they opened their eyes to see a policeman who had come up. He was
standing there respectfully with his hat off over his heart. Well, when you stop
to think about it, why not sing? My unsaved neighbors live with worry. 1 don't
need to. In coming to know Christ as Savior I am supposed to have some answers
and resources. Paul could testify, "1've learned in whatsoever state I am, there-

m}‘ ‘ lm with to be content (Philippians 4:11)

"Take, therefore, no thought for the morTOW, for the morrow

Jesus also tells us, ; .
1f; sufficient unto the day is the evil

shall take thought for the things of itse
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“BEARING FRUIT”

By: Dr. David Hocking

When a person looks back over his life and tries to reflect on what he has done,

he often asks the question, "What has really remained of lasting value?" We should
want to make certain that we become involved only in those activities which will
bring glory to God's Name. There is almost a Christian obsession about business
‘which seems to destroy the life right out of us, taking away what is really impor-
tant. Our Lord taught us what is really important in His discourse about the vine
and the branches as recorded in John 15:1-17. In the original language this 1is all
‘one paragraph. It virtually throbs with the illustration of bearing fruit. There

are different opinions as to what the fruit is here. It makes all the difference
We know there is the fruit of salvation.

1d have someone here who is losing his salvation.
ch and is burned up in the fire. Some commen-
encouraging Christians to devote

this is important since we are
led to Christ which could also be

‘This isn't in view here or we wou
It says he is cast away like a bran
‘tators believe the referral is to good works,
themselves to service. There is no question that
created unto good works. There are those who are
‘thought of as fruit bearing. As important as this is, I don't believe this is what
" the lord has in mind in John 15. I believe the best way to interpret God's Word 1is
to let the Bible explain itself. According to Galatians 5:22, 23 the fruit God is

- talking about is a product of the ministry of the Holy Spirit. It is described in

" a nine-fold way: love, joy, peace, longsuifering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek-
- ness, and self-control. Now, these aren't individual fruits in the sense of being

' separated one from the other. Note that it is "fruit" in the singular. This is

~ what Christ is talking about which appears obvious from the context.

According to the text, the true vine is Jesus Christ. The Greek word "true'" has
~ the idea of being genuine, instead of counterfeit. We see a lot of counterfeit
~ vines around, even individual Christians. You aren't the vine; you aren't the
~ source of strength or power. Jesus 1is the vine. The Father, according to this
~ illustration, is the vinedresser. God's love causes Him to discipline and chasten

' His child. The purpose is that we might become more productive (Hebrews 12:5-11).
- God wants to produce fruit.

There is a lot of interesting things about a branch.
d being curious about this illustration.
them up so they wouldn't drop on the
falls down it will usually spoil
it withers away." This forms
imate relationship with
root system which is big
So is our relationship to

- The branch is the believer.
When I was in Palestine I went to a vineyar
" 1 noticed that these vines have ropes tying
ground. The farmer told me, '"Well, if the vine
the fruit. 1If it breaks off, in about a day's time,
an interesting parallel to our own productivity in an int
Christ. These vines in Palestine have an €normous trunk
- and strong. It has to support the branches and fruit.

. Christ who is the support of our lives.

There is also discipline for the branches. Our Lord taught that every branch in Him

S
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There is some real discipline needed if you
want to experience thi Our Lord taught that the power of His Word
will affect the response of fruit-bearing. '"If My words abide in you, you can ask
what you want to and it will be done to you. And by this is My Father glqufled,
that you bear much fruit." The productivity of your life will be fantastic when
od's Word is poured into it. The Savior also emphasized the importance of g

"If you keep My commandments , you abide in My
ms of seeing the re-

pattern of obedience. He reminds us, : _
Jove." Practical obe s Word is the 1ssue 1n te
t from the Word we are lost.

Sult of His fruit in our lives. Face the fact that apar :
Jesus said, ''You did not choose Me, I chose you." That word is ''to elgct." The
primary emphasis to His disciples isn't simply salvation but also the issue of
Why did the Lord choose you and me? It certainly wasn't based on
dea that they are SO super-sainted that the Tglnlty
Go

bearing fruit.

our worthiness! Some have the 1 :
'is going to be lucky to have them in heaven. This isn't His plan at.all. _
' didn't choose you because you were talented and could do a lot qf things for Him.
' This foolishly ignores and sovereignty of the Almighty. The Lord

~ selected you before the foundation of the world. He knew your name before you

| were ever born. What is His plan and design for your life? If I am truly to

" honor and praise Him my relationship to Christ is extremely important. He chose
" me that I might bear fruit.

1ts to expect.
The fruit of

Bearing fruit is very, Very important.
s in your life.

dience to God'

First, we are assured "Your fruit will re-
ding to Scripture, will

" There are definite resu ar
the Holy Spirit, accor
The promise COmES,

~ main; it will endure."
never pass away. This is what we need to concentrate on. :
"fhatever you ask of the Father in My Name, He will give it to you." Mark it
Word first and then pray. The proper appli-
God's will is in the Word.

Always study the .

11 govern your intercession.

begin to control your entire outlook.
life. Bear fruit! God wants you to

1t affects your whole )
lesser things when they conflict and become substitutes for
ask God to'do in your life 1s to

down Christian.
cation of Scripture wi

Allow these truths to
motivation for prayer.

This gives you the

do this. Be done with
the most important. The greatest thing you can 1y
make you a productive Christian in bearing fruit of the Holy Spirit. "Lord, make
me productive with Your fruit, not simply my business and activity."

on. Hocking 4is Pastor of

the Finst Brethren Chunch,

Long Beach, Cal A fornia.
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“PSALM 139~

By: Dr. Al Sanders

of Psalm 139 g question which is Pragmatic in its basis,
suggesting that it is possible at

times to hate something and yet not have that
hatred be considered by God as 2 sin. We remember Paul's exhortation:
and sin not," Under the inspiration of the Holy Spiri
these: ate them, 0 Lord, th
S€ Up against thee?"
hater?' To hate someone for his
to us, would be entirel

"Be angry
t, David's two questions are
at hate thee? And am not I grieved with

In the light of this ask yourself, "Am I g good
i may have done
sin, €specially if it i

. '"Hatred does more damage to the
S Stored than to the person it's
the same
Whereas David had things

poured, "
time Trespecting, count
in proper perspective,
God shows us and that is

When it came to transgressions, David wasn'
evil. Verse 22 declares, "I hate them (tha

that is so rampant
in the world) with perfect hatred." Now » ''perfect" here means mature or full,
Then he goes on to say, "I count them mine enemies,"

In other words, those who are
against God, those who are enemies of the Lord are basically our enemies too, as
believers in Cheist, '

t neutral in his feelings concerning
t is, the sinfulness

David looked upon the sinfulnes
does--with a perfect hatred, hati i i
is far different than a hatred

ving God's creation, This
peatedly condemmed in Scripture!

us heart. Such is re-

There is another possible conception here, too.

g The subject of hatred being
directed to those who are the enemies of God could refer not just to individuals
and their practices, but also to our own thoughts

and the sins that flood our con-
Cepts. Sometimes we allow our minds to Tun in ch
to the will of God. i

enemies of God?
Seeém continually to

Aristotle once affirmed, can become angry; that!
with the right Person, to the right degree, at the right time, for the right pur-
pose, and in the right way, that's not easy." David knew it but he had found the
right way to be angry and sin not, Because you see, the man who can't be ang

at evil really, in the fina]l analysis, lacks the enthusiasm for God and good.

"Anybody But to be angry

David entreats the Lord,

if
and know my thoughts; And see 1

3 " First of all,
the way eVerlaStlr-ll%iing for God to

°

te final summary heart; try m,

earc%emm;YOWiCkéd wa}" mvﬁ"uﬂgr this pra}’eiegiéii? yIt s A ;Oliﬁ;};icall}’ if
there jon: don't € hat you request. and eve g

tion: - do and W 1tua11Y, - re dis
, word of cau desires to ionally, SpiT ings which are ¢ Y
do exactly what He ensive thing emotl . e Cﬁ};gsgea;}élt}gle trying (which simply
the sea

el in
ticle and parce’ be
h every par ouldn't
rummage , to %Ojgoug’[ha’t's why you Opgv?ldcrealiZed
impartia . hat way.
Calng It doesn't worlgng he was right.

. You see,
Y Jeasing and unseemly to s
ihlc

- e, to
dig, to pillage,
: 2132 nge)g;lctually requires
on

ives. .
- udge and jury of our own il\éhis searching. . -
e ]

: 1s think back
o couldn't trust himself to d I wonder if we are? Let's

the name of Goliath, using

as a man of supreme COurage. e killed both a lion and

giant by all

He executed a 1y years h king into

ung man. in his early years ion of loo e
el S}gllg, when he ‘}A’l"; 1{; comes to thi ittgaczégplish. He was righ

o if:ﬁﬁgiis own hand—?d-1 tYi;clé ‘;Jlardest thing of al

B 5 €

‘hls own hear ’

into the open.
- rought out 1 't neces-
his sins, and in having gcl)?;e}% ou%s'. That doesn't
is s ’ 1d like to
) : to know all d
in wanting

so God
verlook them
ite--we ; e somebody O "Search
£ us are just the OPPOS;EJC rather just todhav‘co mean this prayer, ;
-;Mos'glo an to confess them,t an easy thing to do,
‘sarily me No, it's no
b them. ’

Ca‘_n't see

- me, 0 God."

he psatnist v
'w’rcrct when David was a

We can't expeCt to

" ing the cleans-
jes without experiencing o= oL o
e £w1’(c)1111?1;e i1l you goytohilg }éack on
ol l]r‘le }crlisease. You dOI}tate to recite
ext}elnt Oﬁutfeel' you don'é 22;1 for his
actly DOW Y2 sibly be signifi life,
: t just might possibly illage, dig through ceds may
- s 1e ache and pain ?}éanjsaYing, "Rummage , Est eXaCtly what my I
every S1ng " David 1 jence ]
diagrlOSlS-

s, minds or
find restoration for 013; igul R
" 1r112 God wants to give

know in Your omisc

d man
Lord. Search me out an this verse, ''That
- ) ho commented on ffers himself so
be. . 1vin who : who O 1d we
n Ca nce Wou
ient theologlan 4 have a rare confide ’
a
It was the anci ) must

ight.
: 1 And he was righ
- DaVld t-
the Psalmist 4’
(namely, scrutiny of Go
boldly to_the

be as willing?

s righteous judgmen

pose
) be." Do you Sup

: nSee if there '+ hesitate to say
David Plaintlv?dll}inaglsgi’your life? thi ri?rsl ;Clo ;cqay by
O e pthing in mine. AD dood. pon't try to accomp N
wouldf}?e.iglif, has to be done by God. announced to his playmate,
It definl

' How do
: ho proudly ou're not!

many of us are like the.llgtjlliutgl}édwin I;Corrl, "ot cf:c;;giel);d pulled himself up
Too many O 11." His frien .

"Iy six feet tall.

ide of

d it up the si

. 117" hoe and measure 111" His

: 1re six feet ta took off my s be six feet tall. rself by

fou figure y?'ldlell, I just S}mpiyso that means 1 must ou can't n—EEL-S—l-lIBbyOlcl)ur

to exl?laln}’\nd it went siX tihm;ded "Don't you know’néasure ourselves d};rd We
?-zﬁgyécoffed and rig}}tlyeither,’ Nor can we everl T 1igh tggli’;ﬁﬁd. In the
e self?' And we can't, son, no matter dards God has est d naked to Him
your bor. or any other Perb the perfect stan things are open an
Iﬁ?zeghtg measure Oursewezllythat conts. All

is, that 1s
final analysis,

The whole
to do. one began.
with whom we have end where verse
and chapter

is verse
3 y, this ve
Very beautifully,
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ound it from the time it grows on the tree
itchen table. But even more than
the human life. Here in verse 13 of Psalm

point is that
our thoughts mi
might be brought into Captivity
1ty to the obedi
lence of

Christ
A S, The N 1
trial. Davi ord ''try' me
. ® avid b ans to cu
In the way ever;giilz Tequests, "Seilii?u;fﬁ to sift, to test, t
K : er } 0 wei
g." To summarize, e be any chked’p\,ay welgh, :1:0 make g ptil 1n @
e o o dn lead : G d‘ k . b
s me | hese, God's packaglng can be seen 1n .
: "For Thou hast possessed my reins; thou hast covered me 1N

| 139 David observes,
mother's womb "'

jook at that word ''poss

et uS essed,’
chip. It is not just a case€ of God observing our 1'1ves.(for we know from the
earlier passages in this chapter that He does that_contmual}y and constgntly) ¢

‘The thought here is that the Lord This we realize is true if by

faith, we have received Jesus Chr The Holy Spirit literally takes
residence within our bodies. mples of Gc_>d. But_thls is even
 far more than that. The idea signl hip in the 1ives of ours.
" That is perfect ownershipt

prayed "Tako take from us th
beauti fu € the sins fr ose oft-be
us, "My illfg?l’ to start asoxleﬁ, and €ven more, take
he goes on toe children, these {;ash'to finish e\;ery d me from the sins," :
say, "And ings write T unto ;%’- tTEe apostle :Io‘]nThlS is's
u’ at yoU S' ) reminds
In not, "
; &t

adVoCate . 3 f
with the if we do sin
Father, even » make sure you
esus Christ the righ;mderstand that we h
eous.," ave an

' which indicates the Lord'

"See if th
e
re be any wicked way in me,"
We become the te
fies COHTplete OW’nerS

idea of si
lation j nfulness, alth
a lot Oil:saéeally the Worgu'g'}};ugcl?t's most certainl
headache 7 vertisements for An ul," or "the wa Y apart of it,” B

emedies. But, I telilCln: Bufferin BZyOf bain." You.seeUt the trans-
oS 1 you the . er Aspirin on televisj

. R s a_‘rld all Of ; 1S1on
these

In the H
ebrew it's A
not Just so much thes
' Now in the Hebrew
ee, the ancients be-
long-

"The Lord possesses T reins.'
" You S

the word 'kidneys.
man's desires and

; - Yy just gi
1t palns GOd gives us th Way of
) s Hol _us the headach pain is no - ]
egradatio Y Spirit wh e to endur t a physi ‘
n., €n we sin and whene The meaning behgal problem that ~ The Psalmist goe
Just be sure that we live in such coéggnﬁgis is that the idea behind nreins' is really - :
be d at when " ieved that the kidneys actually contained the seat O
Praygilr‘gid from al1 o}f’o}clhle);a)’ to be released f “ ﬁ?gs‘. His most hidde)rrl and vita}i portion were his reins or his kidneys. And in a
"Oh, Lord ing week after week Don't be 1ike th;fc)m Your sins you real | sense it is tIUS. The sensitivity tO pain in this region .would.caus_e b who
g0t to be sq e all the cobw Would always get camal Christian who) fqeory’’ | night not be schooled in the Field of human anatomy to think this might indeed be
church to ko €arisome for e €bs out of our 1i ot and pray somett ©, durin . the central source of man's difficulties. But what 1S5 behind thls partlcul?‘r.ldea
to pray ge }?Ctlgn. This paﬁgollle- Finally lXSZ' 'f You can 1magjilé2ghllke this . is the fact that God has possessed the strongest sensibilities, the very driving
cobwebs eard the w ular night of the old d ow this . sowers and ambition of our lives.
s out of our livese ?.'Iferwb{other pigusl;’\]h:gtpe()ple s givgrilcglrlls b 1 i 1
ell, the deacon kne,sne’ "Oh, Lord, cleare1 opportunity " David goes on to S in a further explanation, "Thou hast covered me 1n m
what kind of a 1ife 3}11 the . nother's womb." The word for covered means, "to weave or to knit togetlﬁer. %
¢ fellow . Jhat a perfect term for God's tapestry of the human 1ife, weaving together the
the muscles the nerves the veins, the capillaries, all
: he another.

arteries, the membranes ,
ings knit togeth

of these th er and necessary to on

g‘ 5
rg

e >

Spiders that
lieved of at need killing?
our sins g7 We need t the spi
would seek as well as 0 make certaj Spiders!" D
n to overc from th ain that . 0 you h
ev(e)plglgtjchoughtS; Al?glesgz"fng}?amh mee pgwgngf those S’Cr:)vr?grgs;q?cf St o ;lgergny
ing." 1 ’ and ati : - . . .
= ere be any wicked waknow my heart; tryol?é which The science of embryology was largely xmknov'm in David's day,
y in me, and lead me 3 and vivid and delicate language he explains man's prenatal development. Because, you
ad me 1in the way see, writing under the influence of the Holy Spirit, David 1s both a scientist
and a theologian.
realization are the next four words: "I will
e at the same

s us, whil

At this poi
ave reached the halfway

The only possible response to such a r

fforts,"" David urge Lo

ool, at the O TCE,

tI‘Gated W'
N 1th th N
series of sj e first six mark
S1X verses verses God' ArK 1n our st
7 to 12 S omnisci Udy of P
? p 1le sal
nce. And then se m 139, havin
condly, the next praise Thee." 'Never mind your past €
time assuring his own heart, "I will praise Him." In sch
: when you are mad, when you are sad, when you are
"] will praise Thee."

from G
od? X
: The third set of s answering the gquesti
S1X verses question, where can
a person hi
ide

It is in
terestin
g to reali 13 to
ze that here t 18, deals with God's itinet
potence,

Creative handj
i andiwork of the [, he Psalmi
_ rmed things wih Suc}lo;gr}f:hroughollt theal:ig;\srt could have talked ah
ect order and theye;i: .h {n this world wgut tas
eld in pro see He
per balance b
y

ider th
e fact Fhat God's handiwork i
in

along the freeway,

when you are discouraged--the secret 1s,

driving
tempted,
It is not a case here of self-depreciation on the part of the author, because of
some physical infirmity, but it 35 what God has done, SO admrgbly constructed in
these human bodies. Yet, we realize that they are constantly 1 danger of belng
£ innumerable prob iseases. 1t 1S only when we
that indeed we can say Wl

dissolved because ©
realize that we are awesomely an ndeec
poet of old, nour life contains a thousand strings, and dies 1 :
Strange that a harp of a thousan ep in tune SO long.

th the

Often we carry On with the mistaken ide e is going to keep on just the
same as it is now. But it never does. Things will never over be the same. . -
Job was so right when he observed, ' i hand's breadth. My
eaver's shuttle." What graphic pictures of how brittle
our lives are not more than

me after pUI‘Ch
: ase, -
cnase.  But in all of the de-
life is faster than a W
James points out the fact that r
second of time.

upon the .
: packagi
consider g Caorg the Lord h of contai
alifornj d has shown ntainerization
protects the preci 1a Sunkist navel US In so many beau o one has really j
lous fruit so orange with th utiful ways, F Y 1mproved
perfectly on the ins;cd;:h lcg beautiful pggllnifcance, our existence can be.
- Or, what abo Which merely a vapor here for a moment and then gone in a
ut a ban_aI-I ’ b
a
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g statisti
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red th ;

oW worth $5.gg thﬁ inorganic comp
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mind th
at back in 1969, six
’ years a
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Again, i
4 in His Onm.
1potent sij
' Sight God's value
mable. H
- He was eve
n

truth
that
wondel"full our souls
y an may know rij d
d fearfuuy madg right well thWe can never fo
’ ¢ fact that we ;get that tremend
re marvelo ous
US]_y’

> the hum, - MWhile
5 an ear 1is able tWe are Only abl
(0] detect ten ot}? to hear
€r tones

A piano has g

consider £
: Or a moment .
: _a figure eight in i
- uT =
mnd's eye, then think If
about

ight. Th
s arteries ‘e lower
» capillaries part of thi
of the b X
Ody.

u aow, blood travdls fast.
ast,

rate, would
b
or three billion pel” "L
cation or vaca'lti © amazing thiyea
on . ng i

to be re
S il called by the man
ufacturer, the h -
uman heart
. . dOeSn’

12

_Lg ,t or more.
could take all the pow

| e know that all ti
which beats year in
has seen to that
The contrac

3 ‘1’/1(.)th of a sec
: . If you figure

e beat and

take a singl
Bible for a

ch work this heart does, you could

the power that 1S generated int Lift up your

1t weighs @ couple of pounds . One heart beat € i
Now that 1s @ 1ot of concentrated power.

et generated or represented by

and concentrate

1¢ time (over @ hundred thousand beats)
it would be sufficient to t row a Volkswagen s

that heart in
it into one

If you
ome Six

single day
e throb of vital power,
s into the air That 1is absolutely amazing'
ssue has to rest at some time OT other. But the question COMES,
and year out, second 1in and second out,
as welll Look at it this
tions take about

The Lord
s approximately 1/8
ond, so that leaves

th of a second.

second for the heart to be at

d ultimately mean
sbout six hours a day or 20 ye rage 1ifetime.
this refreshing pause has to be broken Up into rests last-
Not very long intervals:

believed 1in the creative
Yes,

d everything out of absolute nothing.
3 ter still

heavenly Father. But grea
d that the glory of the first

th the glory of the

‘suffice it to say, David wasn't an evolutionist. He
' £ God and that the Lord forme
b is the creation
s the marvel that He makes saints out
" pirth, being physical, can't even begin to be comp
second birth in eternal salvation.

to be concerned about?

lution th
al j1lustration.
ievi osion in a type

of sinners an
ared Wi

Quite frankly, 1t takes vastly more
an it does to believe in creation. Maybe you have
The probability of evolution is
foundry resulted
made and

" [s evolution anything
ese fasci-

believe in €vO

ared to sO
ebster's

vaguely comp
rtain

" miraculously in W
- God's omipotence 1S €€
nating bodies of ours.

not hidden from Thee, when 1
of the earth." The word for

ts, "My substance was
in the lowest parts
rican Standard Bible uses the
Let me suggest

was made 1n

~ Verse 15 sugges

. secret, and curiously wrought

g nebstance' here 1S nerame." In fact, the New Ame

- possible jdea of "hones . '™y bones were not hidden from Thee.'

the very obvious that there 1s nothing more hidden than the development of the
- human fetus or embryoO. There is NO light 1in the worb and there are only dark and
~ parrow confines.
osely not seen by man. As a matter of fact, much
oceeding in secret. Only God can
' "We are embroidered

s labor is purp

£ the inner man is still pr
s it this way,

i 'q sure many of

view what is taking place. One translation put
with great skill." wife does a lot of work on needlepoint as I
you ladies do. I am absolutely amazed at how she can take those beautiful colors
and make such pretty pictures from them. On one sid makes perfect
urbled colors. As we consideT

sense, but on the other it is @ confusing mass of J
of God's creative handiwork in His omnipotence, relating it for
equal the human

all the aspects
he human body, an even begin O
ce is

The secret of God'
of the development ©

what tapestry C
aled to none? Actually, our 1iving substan

this moment to t
fabric, hidden from others, reve
only completely seen by God.
further jnformation, "Thine €yes (that 1s, God's eyes) did
little different from the way 1t was
ok all my penbers Were

"substance" is a
nand in Thy bo

In verse 16 we have the
David says,

e.'' Here

see my substanc
ceding verse.

used in the pre
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1 of His love, grace, and compassion for us.

If you have been to the

probably think

s of God, realizing al

written, wh
T famil ich in cont
At spec ¥ Likew to oo g o B
lfl O go d ere fas -
lmSeemly Cid hOUrS you COWn to a placehloned, vilien
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1 3 utili ing at fi 1t on th € as he CK In La them, the thought
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d for me.
er Pindar commented, nif all His
1 might recount
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rough His H
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ell as j
he philosoph i
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Most definitely
learned individually

i .mle fact of 1ife that some

ire and VigoT. That

. 31l evil.
ich this nation
It is a Simp
jack of desire »
our courts are
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sSpirit bar on the oy 1s that s the day of J U wil] There are people today who are asleep perhaps not physically but certainly
people wh the de onnlugfrd SUrfaceo gften we are or, FE epiritually. They may be asleep because€ of depression, sin, pride, o neglect.
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are the ce of fu you find? your ho 11 ti ’
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In Luke 8:31 we recall the story of the Gadarene demoniac who had in him a legion
of evil spirits. He was filled with vile iniquity and immoral filth. These de-
mons drove the man to violence. When the Lord came, the demons recognized him
and pleaded, '"Lord, don't send us into the abyss before our time has come." This
must be a horrible place where fallen angels are kept chained by the Lord Jesus.

In Romans 10:7 we are warned not to say
suggesting that He might be one of the demons. All seven times in Revelation
where the word abyss is used, it has the exact same meaning. It always refers to
a place where fallen angels and foul evil spirits are imprisoned by the Lord.
Into this place Satan will be cast for a thousand years.

There are also other places beyond this life besides the abyss. Rev. 19:20 em-
phasizes that the beast and the false prophet will both be cast into a lake of
fire which burns with brimstone. This is the same judgment where ultimately the
devil will be consigned after the kingdom age is over (Rev. 20:10). This is also
tragically where the wicked dead will find their final etemmal destiny

(Rev. 20:13, 14; 21:8). The King James Version uses the Hebrew word "sheol' as
"hell." The Greek word "hades'" is also translated by '"hell." This is unfortunate
because those two terms mean something entirely different. "Sheol" is used in the
Old Testament 65 different times. It is translated "hell" 31 times, the '"grave"
31 times, and three times '"the pit." The Greek word "hades" in the New Testament
is the exact equivalent. It is used 11 times in the New Testament. Ten times it
is translated by the word "hell" and once by the "grave." It is important to
underscore that there is nothing in the words sheol or hades that refers to hell!
Both of these words have reference to the departed, unseen world beyond this life.
Before the resurrection of Christ all who died, saints as well as sinners, went to
hades which was divided by two distinct compartments. There was the abode of the
wicked dead, and the abode of the righteous dead. The latter is sometimes known
in Scripture as paradise or Abraham's bosom (Luke 16:19-31). When Christ died He
left His body in the grave but His soul and spirit went down into hades, or the
godly half of sheol. He brought those 01d Testament saints who were in Paradise
up into heaven with Him (Ephesians 4:8). In hades, as it was originally known,
there was a great chasm fixed between the two compartments. One could not pass
over into the other. It is most important to remember that death absolutely seals
one's final destiny. In this life only can you make your decision to receive or
to reject the Lord Jesus Christ. After you breathe your last, whatever you have
done is forever settled. It can in no way be changed.

One interesting thing about the story in Luke 16 concerning the rich man and
Lazarus shows the difference between heaven and the godly half of sheol, and this
place into which the devil is cast. To say the least, it is a monumental differ-
ence. When the rich man found out that his destiny was sealed, he cried out that
he wanted somebody to go and tell his relatives not to come to this awful place
but rather believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Abraham rightly reminded him, ''They
have the law and the prophets, and if they don't believe the Scriptures then
nothing that's said will help them anyway because they will reject it'" (Luke
16:29, 30). When Jesus died on the cross, His soul and spirit not only was
resurrected to heaven to announce His finished work, but also He went down into the
gMUhﬂfﬁhw%aMiMmdwhmdMsﬁmmwwwk When He arose from the
dead He ascended back to heaven. At that time He carried with Him the whole godly
half of sheol or hades and brought them up into the presence of the Lord. Now,
when believers die, they do not go into hades but directly to where Christ is.
"Absent from the body, present with the Lord." We have some glorious moments to
which we can eagerly look forward.

Dr. Andenson 48 Pastorn of
Bethany Baptist Church

West Covina, California
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that Christ is to come up from the abyss, |

“PANEL DISCUSSION”

Panel: Dr. Chase, Dn. Feinberg and Dr. Sutherland
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the infinite God who is infinitelv good. Paul specifically warns against wor-
iping of lesser deities which are simply false gods and figments of the
gination. We aren't even to worship good angels. Certainly we aren't to be
ying for the evil wicked angels. Their lot was cast when they fell from heaven
the time of Satan's sin. Their eternity was sealed right at that particular
int.
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keeping its precepts as well as by enduring its penalty of death. This is what the

two theologicans you have mentioned were talking about.

Q. "In John 8:11 the woman calls Jesus 'Lord.' In some Bible translations she
calls Him 'Sir.' Which is correct according to the original text?"

A. In no translations we have checked do we find in this particular verse that
she calls Him "Sir." Now, prior to this she has used that title, but not at this
particular point. She declares, '"No man, Lord." This word in the Greek means far
more than simply "sir.'" The woman has recognized Christ at this point to be more
than just another ordinary human being. He had told her things no one else could
know, and He dealt with her in such wonderful love, compassion and conviction.

For her to say '"Lord'" presented a definite testimony conceming her rising opinion
of Him as Redeemer and Messiah. No, the proper translation at this point has to
be "Lord."

Q. '"Please explain why the works described in Matthew 7:23 were works of in-
iquity. The phrase reads, 'And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you;
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.'"

A. This is a section from what is popularly known as "The Sermon on the Mount,"
In the verses immediately preceding, Christ has underscored, '"Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.' The reference
here is to the Messianic kingdom. What the Savior is pointing out is that sal-
vation requires more than mere profession. It has to be a matter of personal
reality. Verse 23 refers to those who have never humbly avowed in essence,
"Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling." This is why Christ will
pronounce, '"Department from me, ye that work iniquity." The questioner doubtless
wonders how such things as prophesying and casting out demons can be considered as
works of iniquity. Keep in mind the fact that even seemingly wonderful works of
philanthropy, charity, human kindness, and all the rest are completely secondary
unless the reality of Christ is evident. If a person doesn't accept the Word of
God concerning his sin, he is calling God a liar (I John 1). God isn't going to
receive any kind of work, no matter how proper it appears to be, if the basic
reality isn't there. Job told Eliphaz, "Even the plowing of the wicked is sin-
ful." TIs there anything wrong with plowing? No, but if the one who plows is sin-
ful then he can't give God the glory. That is why in Proverbs we find the apt
testimony, "If a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at
peace with him." Whom are you trying to please? The Savior reminds us today,
"This is the work of God; that ye believe on Him whom He has sent.'" It has to be
a work of faith (Ephesians 2:8, 9). It is reaching out the hand and receiving
freely what God has already done for us in love and grace through Jesus Christ. If
you have never done so, won't you receive the Savior now?

Q. '"What impact does television have on one's spiritual development?"

A. Television is one of the most time-consuming activities man has ever known.
Small children, in their developmental years, before they go to school, spend many
hours in front of the "tube." There should be a means of distinguishing between
programs. There is a far cry between the beauty of a Rose Parade as compared to
some of the adult so-called comedy programs. Selectivity and guidance must be

the keys. Anything which is a deterrant to spiritual development is to be avoid-
ed. There is a danger in watching programs which would interfere with our growth
in God's grace. As an example, a child who is allowed to watch a great deal of
violence on TV will have his outlook on 1ife very definitely affected. The first
research made on this did not seem to indicate much of an influence on children be-
coming more aggressive or hostile. Recent studies, however, have reversed this
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djewpoint. If the hero of the program is.rewgrQed or reinforced for'being
jggressive, hostile or violent, a child will imitate that same behaviour. There
s no question but that television actually shapes minds and can definitely re-
:ard spiritual progress and understanding.

id you know that a child, from the time he enters gchool gntil he gradua?es from
enior high, will spend approximately 11,000 hours in public school. During the
jame period of time, he will have spent about 15,000 hours watching television.
This includes the time from when he is bomn.) Those who were born during the

time that television was accessible, if they live to the age of 65, will hav¢ spent
five years of their lives, 24 hours a day, watching TV. We feel that as believers
je are going to be held accountable for the amount of time so spent.

dlow long has it been since we evaluated our own lives? What do we watch? Could we
justify particular programs to our children if they were to ask us? Then, what
positive alternatives do we have to offer our Ch}ldren }f'wg do not allow them to
riew certain programs? There should be some family activities planned together.

lelevision dulls our sensitivity to tragedies all around us. Concern, compassion,
sympathy and grief are not common commodities. A child watching TV, as an example,
can assume that questionable sex, violence and profanity are the normal aspects of
life. TV robs one of reading which is one of the great gifts we can give our youth.
lertainly we can be kept from reading the Word of God and good Christian literature
vhen we spend time before the TV. Our minds are not shaped in the way they should

He.

Parents who are really interested in helping their children should sit down and
vatch the programs together, discussing and evaluating the purposes and individual
merits. This will do a great deal in teaching good and practical habits. Make
television viewing actually an educational time. One.made a little sign to put on
top of the TV set. It simply reads, '"Would Jesus Christ enjoy watching this pro-
gram with me?"' Such an attitude of heart could revolutionize our viewing practices.

. "I have known several pastor's children who have turned out to be very re-
bellious. Why does this seem to happen so often to ministers?"

\. We do not know of any studies that have been made indicating that this happens
nore to the children of preachers than to others. A pastor and his family are in a
orominent leadership position so that it becomes more pronounced when it happens.
[t is easy for a pastor to get wrapped up in his ministry so that he may have a
tendency to neglect the proper guidance of his own family. Members of the con-
gregation should be concerned about this problem, making sure they do not unduly
wveigh him down. He needs to have sufficient time for his home life. Also, let us
not put unrealistic expectations on the pastor's family. They should not be.Judged
oy a different standard. His children can have their times of disobedience just

as your own do.

Psychology reveals through research that when boys are deprived of their fathers
they have a strong tendency to become hostile and aggressive. The dad has a vital
role as sort of mediator for his son as to what is acceptable, aggressive be- .
haviour and what is not. We want our children to strive to reach goals. Consider
some of the great leaders of the Old Testament whose children did not turn out well
because their fathers had not given them proper directions.

Ministers and missionaries live at a very highly committed level of Christian

living. They have turned everything they have and are over to the Lord. Many times
they consider their children to live with the same committed level of values, not
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realizing that they may not have reached that point of dedication. An excessive
expectation to live a committed life will cause many children to rebel, trying to
get away from this pressure which may be abnormal to them in earlier years.

Q. "In what sense should we consider God as our Father? My own father was very
mean and unfair. Sometimes I get this image of God when I think of Him in that
relationship."

A, The human father should be judged and evaluated on the basis of how he
correlates to the model of God expressed in the Bible. We see God as perfect,
loving us at all times. Scripture reminds us that even though your father and
mother may let you down, the Lord promises that He will never fail us. You need to
take your eyes off of people and focus them on the Word and the revealed truth we
find there. There is something for us to learn here, too. If our own parents did
not live God-like lives, we can make certain we do before the Lord. This should be
a vital point especially for young people. Do not just dwell on the past but take
positive action for the future.
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