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NEW YEARS MESSAGLE”

By: Dr. J. Richard Chase, President

e May, 1975 issue of Fortune magazine there is an interesting article entitled,
at's Really Wrong at ChrysIer?' The author seeks to explain why the car manu-

urer has had such difficult times in marketing products. After massive re-
chment, the organization still lost 52.1 billion dollars in 1974. At the point
story appeared, the firm could only look forward to continued heavy losses
pughout this past year. The writer says that the management has never answered
quately the fundamental questions that confront any institution. This is namely,
at is our purpose? What are we trying to do? Whom are we trying to serve?"
introspective querries need to be faced by all of us. There must be a

irable distinctive and that which makes us unique.

| vice-president of Public Affairs at Stanford University recently commented,

e key to avoiding a bleak future lies in knowing what we are, and then using our
ependence to resist the pressures of the temptations to become something else."
is good counsel! Here at Biola we constantly keep before us our distinctives.
have in mind the kind of students we want to enroll. We know the kind of

duate we desire to send out.

la has as its ultimate objective the fact that we want to produce earnest
istians. Before I add to that phrase, let me use one verse of Scripture to high-
t the point. A Christian, of course, is automatically distinctive. This 1is
bec§use of something he has done, but rather because of what Christ has
mplished. In Titus 2:14 the apostle Paul reminds us that we should be "a

uliar people, zealous of good works." Indeed, we are ''peculiar" and unique be-
Se of what Christ has done for us. '

us consider this word "peculiar.'" Two basic elements are found in it, a
HéSltlon and a verb. They are used together to get the adjective. They mean
N € beyond measure,' or ''to be super abundant." The verse clearly underscores

1; was Christ who redeemed us, setting us apart for Himself. Now, since His
toovrégx? 1s upon us, we are unique for the Lord. Our objective, first of all,
istgan Siidearngst Christians. Of course, the mere fact that we have a
S tent ody and a Christian faculty sets us apart. As a believer in
3 résyonéedég, are set apart with a desirable distinctive. God loves you! You
82 éng g o that love in such a special way that Christ has filled your

id life through the Holy Spirit.

?Ungoal of producing earnest Christians we have established several
‘irst of all, we have an enrollment program here at Biola College that



assures us, from a human standpoint, that we accept by personal profession onl
Christian students. To take non-Christians wouldn't give this degree of confi
Through the various ministries and assignments in which each one of our studen
involved, during the entire time of their education, they are given opportunit
grow spiritually. We are most concerned that the young people mature in the L
There is the unique fellowship in the dorms, cafeteria, classroom and other are
which help to validate one's dedication to Christ. Of course, no one can legis
slate spirituality any more than you can pass a law in your home declaring that
for example, everyone will honor and obey the father in both thought as well as
deed. What you can do is to create the atmosphere or condition in which child
will want to do what their father asks. They do it rather out of love. They
he really loves them, always having their best interests at heart. This is why
we are convinced that here at Biola we can assist a person to grow and mature
an effective witness.

Next, we want to produce earnest Christians who know the Word. This means stu
who are thoroughly grounded and fully acquainted with the Scriptures. To accom
plish this, every Biolan takes 30 units of Bible and doctrine. This is the sam
number of courses required for any major in most colleges and universities. N
this is the basic requirement for everyone who attends Biola College, regardles
of what other major may be selected. You see, if a person is really going to
the Word, he certainly needs specific courses which will equip him in this area
For this reason we have a variety of courses which through their very nature he
the student to carry on an independent study of the Word of God on his own. Th
means that after he leaves Biola he can continue to grow in his knowledge of th
Lord.

Looking at our distinctive phrase again we would add that "We want to produce

earnest Christians who know the Word, and are liberally educated.' By that we
mean our students should have some working knowledge of the sciences, the fine
arts, the social sciences and the humanities. Remember, this is God's world.

live among people whom He created. As an example, Christian people need to vot
They need to be involved in a variety of ways to make their communities what th
ought to be. Every individual, regardless of his calling, ought to have certai
distinguishing marks in his life that indicate to others that he is thoughtful,
that he can reflect on things, that he can make wise decisions, and that he is

aware of what is taking place around him.

It is incumbent upon us to produce more effective Christians. In former years
Biola didn't have a program which could give a person the breadth we now have.
This certainly doesn't mean that we changed our purposes. They simply have bee
somewhat broadened. In former years, with our basic Bible institute programs,
expected the individual students' interest would carry him into other colleges
universities to complete the educational process. As the years passed, we realil
the importance of offering these courses ourselves with a Christian environment
at Biola College. We now have a total educational package, including all of thiH
studies in the liberal arts program. An educated person is an asset, not only
his community but also it marks him as a unique individual with a distinctive
spiritual dedication to the Word of God. This makes him an even more effective
servant for Jesus Christ.

There is one last phrase in our sentence: 'We want to produce earnest Christian
who know the Word of God, who are liberally educated, and who are vocationally

well prepared.'" There has been much discussion in various quarters whether a sti
dent should be prepared just to earn a dollar, or whether he ought to have a rea
breadth to his education. Of course, Biola adheres to the latter view. In a J
sense, all students are vocationally oriented. Many of them know what kind of w
they want to do after they graduate. Just to help a person earn a dollar could
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establishing a trade school to accomplish that. This isn't our particular pur-

e final analysis, if a person wants to become a history professor and teach in
lege, he has to have a good foundation in history. The work he takes here at

la College is a stepping stone to that ultimate goal. If he wants to become a
or and will be going on to seminary, perhaps our own Talbot Theological

inary, we want him to have the prerequisites in a solid knowledge of the Word
od. There are certain areas in which we accomplish the whole job, such as in
field of nursing, music, or some phases of education, as well as specialized
Sorams in communications and graphic arts. So, in essence, there is vocational
Sparation but again it is in the broader context of a full collegiate program.

purpose is to produce earnest Christians who know the Word of God, are liberally
ated and vocationally well prepared and who, in the final analysis, live to the

dise of God's glory. This latter is the ultimate objective and it is really work-
We consider our graduates and marvel at the way the Lord is using them in

a variety of vocations and ministries. We are thankful to be distinctly

istian here at Biola. Do you know that just five years ago we had 1628 students

#Biola College? This year we have 2145. This is a 32% increase in those who want
$iola education. They have come here for the desirable distinctives we fervently

tain.

#ing considered all of this, let me ask, 'What are the desirable distinctives in
dr life? What makes you attractive to other people who may not know the Lord as
yjior? What kind of a Christian do you want to be? Here at Biola we want to
duce earnest Christians who know the Word of God, who are liberally educated,
ationally well-prepared, and who desire to live to the praise of God's glory.
't you pray to the end that this will ever be our goal?

ly people have wondered what Biola's objectives are for the total organization as
as numbers are concerned. At the present time Biola College has 2145 students
dle Talbot Theological Seminary has a little over 460, including extension

rses, which gives us a grand total of around 2600 enrolled. From a human stand-
nt we are almost to the end of the line for physical growth. Our master plan
designed for around 2500 in the college and about 500 in the seminary. It

d be possible to handle at least twice that many by crowding the campus, but
eel at this point that such might not be wise planning. We anticipate there-

e carefully controlling growth for the future.

present our library is growing tremendously. There are more than 120,000
Aumes which means we must increase the stack areas for additional acquisitions.
ghave sought to set aside funds to buy the shelving necessary. There is one
or problem, however, and that is that there are a lot of faculty offices
Tupying that space. These congested facilities should be moved to a centralized
1stration building as soon as money is available for that construction.
t now we have office needs for about 40 people. We would encourage you to

f deg?gﬁglggiz.tremendous opportunity and that we may soon move ahead on this

addition to this, we need a structure that will serve not only our nursing de-
Egent, but also several other basic needs on campus. Our nursing major is one

1 etlarﬁest programs at Biola College. We continually feel the pinch because of
Cute shortage of space. Coupled with this is the realization that more dormi-
Space must be provided.

been Ol our campus lately you know what a crowded condition exists in
- All of the students can't get in for the daily chapel services,
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to hear because the inside is full. There should be an expanded auditorium or
type of field house which could fulfill this need for the entire student body.
growth of Talbot Seminary, as well as the College, will be hindered until we a
able to see these facilities a reality.

There are usually quite a few students crowded around the outside, just barely‘
We have some very definite goals, too, for Talbot Seminary. The primary focus
be summed up in two words: salvation and growth. We want to make certain that
every program is geared, in the final analysis, to either leading people to Ch%
or in helping believers grow in grace.

Students enrolled in the master of divinity program are primarily intent on bei
involved in a public ministry as preachers or missionaries. These areas are
connected with the propagation of the Gospel. That objective can be duplicate
the Christian Education or the special M. A. programs available in other areas.
can understand why there is a thorough concentration on the study of the Word o
God. Sometimes this is done through the English Bible courses as well as the s
in the original languages of Hebrew and Greek.

Our ultimate desire is expressed from Scripture in Paul's words to Timothy, "Bu
continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, ki
ing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the h
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith in Ch
Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that ti
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works' (II Tim. 3:1!
This in essence is the program at Talbot Theological Seminary.

For people who have real spiritual dilemmas facing them, the Word of God is the
only answer. We want our students to be knowledgeable and conversant with a n

of things going on today. Still, when it comes to giving spiritual answers to
spiritual problems, we believe the Word of God is not only the foundation, but 1
is also indeed the final authority as well. Our educational focus is to acquain
people with Jesus Christ, helping them to grow and mature in the Lord. First of
all, we must make certain there is a solid knowledge and a firm commitment to th
Scriptures.

The apostle Paul knew much about Jewish, Roman and Greek cultures. He knew much
too, about the nature of man, not only from God's perspective but also from the
various philosophies and theories taught by others. He was well acquainted with
the lifestyle of the people at Corinth. Paul was a sociologist, an historian, 4
psychologist, and an outstanding commmicator. While we can't cover all of thes
courses in depth at Talbot, we do establish certain prerequisites. Our students
must understand the world in which they will be living and ministering. There
be a constant attempt to make certain that the Word of God is effectively and
pointedly related to the needs of all mankind. We do not want these dedicated
men and women isolated from what is going on around them so that they would be
oblivious to the very nature of these problems.

Another thing which is essential is the ability to minister the Word effectivelyi
This expands to all types of commumnication. It ranges all the way from the fo
pulpit address to the ability to sit down over a cup of coffee and discuss care-
fully and prayerfully with a '"one-on-one'" contact. Preaching, writing, convers-
ing, listening, or assisting, in the final analysis, is all communication. We
must be able to get God's message across to others in every conceivable effective
way.

As we take stock of our needs, how do you stand as far as your goals are concern
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te purpose in life? How are you accomplishing it? If you

fic targets, the result will often be a spiritual drift. Such
nental not only to an individual, but also to an entire organi-
desire of the apostle Paul that he might have distinctives in
: He testifies, '"'Not as though I had already attained, either
rfect; but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which
nded of Christ Jesus'" (Philippians 3:12). He knew that the Lord
him for a specific purpose. He wanted to make sure that his ulti-
oriented toward the Savior's desires. He goes on to observe,

not myself to have apprehended; but this one thing I do, for-
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
(Philippians 3:13, 14).

mate objective is to give our students proper tools and earnest

they can go forth more effectively than ever before in reaching others
well as helping them grow in their spiritual lives. This is our pur-
> give top priority to accomplish this effectively. We want our stu-

a thorough knowledge of the Word of God, an ability to understand
which we minister, and the proper skills of communicating the

trans forming power to individuals. Let us each evaluate our

ar manner that we might be found well-pleasing unto the Lord.



“DEATH-NO RESPECTER
OF PERSONS’

By: Reverend Charles Swindoll

Death is a real fact. It usually comes without warning like a grim reaper from
human standpoint. It is no respecter of persons. Death will visit the child a
readily as an older adult in the prime of life. Death doesn't care about reput
tion, age, color, race, country, or background. When death invades, we have to
submit.

A new book, from the viewpoint of a medical doctor, has been written on this su
ject. 'On Death and Dying'" by Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, does a masterful job of f
the monumental ''taboo' in American life which is the dying process. The public
is the result of interviewing some 200 terminally i1l patients. They were coun

directly and forthrightly about life with the hearse just ahead. The autho
presents five steps or stages people go through after knowing they are to die.
First there is denial. The average individual, upon hearing that his -life will
terminated earlier than expected, wants to turn aside. A typical objection wou.
be, '"Not me, Lord; is it true?' The second response of man is anger. It is the
question, 'Why me?'"' Sometimes it appears in harsh bitterness. Other times it
total isolation where an individual slides away from reality, perhaps even goiny
without food for several days, harming themselves. This turns, thirdly, into
bargaining. Such an one often says, 'Look, God, since I'm going to die, could
give me until such-and-such a date so that I might see my grandchild, or so that
I might experience this trip, or so that I might come to realize the joy of a fe
months of retirement? If I promise to face death realistically, will You do th:
for me?" This leads fourthly to depression, where the one involved slumps into
time of deep darkness emotionally. This isn't only experienced by those who are
in the process of dying, but also those who sit alongside loved ones who are dyi
According to statistics, 70 percent of the couples who have a child with leukemi
divorce before that youngster dies, or at least by the time of death. This de-
pression can also lead to suicide. Finally, there is acceptance. Psychologists
tell us that it is virtually impossible for anyone attending a funeral to ever €
vision themselves in the coffin. Most of us spend our time trying to put death
out of our minds.

On the subject of death there is an interesting setting presented in the 11th
chapter of John. Here we are told that Lazarus of Bethany was sick. With him w
his two sisters, Mary and Martha. Bethany is a little hamlet some mile and a ha
outside of Jerusalem. It is the place where Jesus often found rest and refresh-
ment when surrounded by the press of responsibilities. We all need places like
that. The Savior "unwound" in Bethany. It was a place where He could be Himsel
not faced with a constant barrage of questions, or the push for another miracle.
They all grew in their love relationship. Lazarus wasn't one of the 12 disciple
but he was just as loved by the Lord as one of them.



%h their brother's death impending, the two sisters sent a message to their Lord
3@@3"When Christ heard that Lazarus was sick He purposely stayed two days
in the place where He was. It is important for us to realize the difference
) time and perspective. As far as the Christian is concerned, we must learn
t the Lord is never late, though He often delays. When you are late, it
should have been somewhere earlier. But when you delay, 1t means you
planned to come later. When the Lord God said, 'No'"' to the request, He
late; He purposely delayed the timing for a better reason. Remember, our
g,héayenly Father doesn't work His will according to man's timepiece, although
often feel He should. We regularly ask God by a certain deadline to come across
us. When He doesn't, either disillusionment or rank bitterness sets is. Mary
Martha had this hard lesson to learn. As to perspective, there are two different
yroaches you can maintain in every conscious moment of your life: human or divine.
pan perspective says this when your brother falls ill: "Lord, I have a brother
) is sick. I want him to live; he's too young to die. I know that You can heal
, and I know that You ought to heal him. So please come now and put him back on
feet." This is human perspective, dictating to God what He should do.
a¥ine perspective suggests, ''Lord, I'm facing a crisis with my brother. I can
st You, Lord, and I want to trust You. I want to leave with You what is best
t my brother. It's my desire that he live and that we enjoy continued relation-
p on earth together. But Lord, I submit, I resign myself to Your plan, and with
at delight I wait upon Your answer.' This, of course, is the better of the two,
. it is also much harder. This is the real goal of spiritual maturity: being
le to handle things from a divine perspective. You can do it, but it takes an
@credible amount of faith as the Holy Spirit works within us.

can be absolutely certain that with God there are no accidents. He is never
e though His plan may include death and be an alteration of your plans. There
2 a couple of reasons why God is viewed to be slow and why He delays. The first
pears in verse four, "'That the Son of God may be glorified.'" The second is in
se 15, "That our faith might be strengthened." Who would ever grow in a

onger faith if every time he asked for something he got it? What kind of a
retching experience' would that be? This could very easily lead to laziness

ad presumption.

ath isn't always beautiful. Many deaths aren't a sweet lingering, forgotten
Worrow. Songs and bells don't always surround one's demise. I cried when my

er died. I preached her funeral. I shook hands and wept on the shoulder of
°Iy one of the pallbearers. And when I got into my car I cried like a baby. I
ught I'd never quit. I asked questions of God that day on a cold February in
1as which I suppose I'11 ask again. My Savior is touched with the feelings of
weakness. You know, we have a very strange, twisted concept of grief. The
ble never rebukes the child of God for weeping. We are told, '"Don't weep as
dough you have no hope."

ce Landorf writes, "I remember my Dad telling me about his own father's death.
spoke to me about it a few months after my mother had died, and I wished I had
¥IL 1t earlier. Perhaps I could have understood a good many things relating to
1ﬁ%- My father was about eight years of age and in school when his teacher told
théshaggt had come to take him home that day. Without a word, his aunt met him
i1 haSé ¥3Y1and hurriedly hustled him outside. On the way home he asked, 'Why
e 0 tfiave school?' With no show of any emotions, either facial or ver-
gympath ruﬁ Y stated, 'Your father is dead.' No explanation, no kind words,
t's Wor%é bg empathy ., They rode home in stony silence. As the weight of his
Y Seeingaﬂ‘to Crush him, my daddy's tears started pouring down his face.

3 .’{ o g 1? tears, instantly slapped his face and yelled, 'Stop that cry-

L NOWw. Don't you dare cry!' Those moments, so long past, were the moments

7



when daddy had shut off his feelings and emotions, and they would live with him
rest of his life." My friend, there is a place in the beloved family of God fo
tears.

The Lord has given us emotion which is to be used. Jesus was surrounded by all
those who were weeping and crying (v. 33), and '"He was deeply moved in spirit a
was troubled." The words in the original suggest a groaning. It is the kind wl
mere words can't describe. As He stood before the tomb He wept. Standing as t
omnipotent God in the flesh, He saw those around Him. Perhaps feeling the cent
of grief, sorrow and death, He wept. He was absolutely human, and yet, He was .
absolutely divine.

There are two major truths in chapter 11 of the Gospel of John. They work hand
hand like pieces of a rag rug woven together. The first is this, 'When delays
occur, God has a better time and a better way. When the Lord says no to your t
He has a better way of doing it." This includes the two children not in our ho
today whom my wife lost during pregnancy. There's a better plan. That include;
your loss. When God says ''No," He has every right and a better purpose for say
it

You know something? There will come a time in which Jesus will split the heave
with His presence. In the clouds with the Archangel as the escort and the trum
as the entourage, He will call names. The Lord Himself will descend from heavej
with a shout, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Instantly, in the twinkl
of an eye, believers on this earth will have that marvelous family reunion, cau
up together forever with Him in the sky. There will be names which won't be ca
because their resurrection is set for a later date. It will be unto damnation!
Christ is Lord. He has established the plan and has simply asked certain spoke:
men to declare it. It isn't my plan; I didn't arrange it. My job is to declar
it. If you can't claim at this moment that Jesus Christ is your personal Savio
and death comes while you're in that state, you are lost forever. The good new:
is that you needn't be. Jesus promised, "I am the way, the truth, and the life
no one comes to the Father but through Me." 'I am the resurrection and the 1lifs
he who believes in me, though he may die, will live, and will live forever."

Reverend Swindofl L5 Pastor
0§ the Evangelical Free Chwich,
Fullenton, Callfonia




ADDRESS TO THE BIOLA
OLLEGE STUDENT BODY”

By: Dr. Clyde M. Narramore

f'a holds a special place in my heart. This is not only because my daughter
®nds here, but also because of what Biola has meant to me down through the years
close association with the school. 1In fact, I wrote a colum for "The

B's Business'" for many years. There are many fine Christian colleges all over

S country but Biola will always hold a special place.

r of you have entered college at a time when we have had a number of national
ptions and difficulties. It may be that you have lost confidence in some of
leaders. Never forget that God has a great program in existence, and each of
S privileged to be a part of it. Personally, I am grateful to live in this
try. It may not be perfect, but it is far better than anything in the whole
d, and you can believe that! I have visited many of the nations of the world.
body of believers we should praise God that we are here in this country!

the Word it tells us that, "Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.'" We
living in a time when people have tried every vulgar thing there is to do. To-
it seems a person can get more religion watching the bumper stickers as he goes
the freeway than he used to receive in some churches 20 years ago. These are
when people eagerly respond to the Gospel. We can afford to trust the Lord for
things because these are special last days when individuals will turn to the

as they never have before. There hasn't been anything like it in the history
16 modern church era.

JUIPOSe is to share just a few great times of prayer in my own life. The first
most important came when I was a young fellow. I was raised on a large
€I ranch in Arizona, and there was a little church in that community which we

1 attended. Our family wasn't overly religious but my mother was saved so we
to church once in awhile.

thhw?s quite young I heard something I didn't like. The minister was talking
. b €ll. Since I had made no preparations, I wanted to side-step that place.

% ihtalked about heaven I didn't like it any better. I had made no preparations
Fir :;e. dWhatever the minister talked about, I felt I was against. In my small
Sl emed the best place for me to sit was behind the stovepipe in the middle

urch, The black stovepipe went up to the ceiling and when I got behind it,

pPreacher couldn't se ] N
biy knew he was there? me. He probably never knew I even existed, but I cer

"aS speaking to my heart at that time, but I wouldn't give in. Everything I

) ?oshe Word of God made sense. There is really only one honest intellectual
- /P8 can take about how all of this world got here. This is the plan that



appears in Scripture., While I believed all this intellectually, I would have j
of it,

Finally, one day I was bringing in some cattle on the ranch. It seemed to hit
at once, "I've been hiding behind that stovepipe long enough. I'm going to ge
my horse and transact eternal business." That prayer was the most important o
life. As best as I can remember, it went, "God, I believe You made me; theref
I'm responsible to You. I know that I'm a sinner, and I'm sorry for it. And
believe Your Son Jesus died for me in my sins. I want You to come into my hea;
and save me.'" Before I concluded I added, '"'I'll serve You as long as I live."
When I got up off my knees I was marvelously saved. I wasn't looking for a fe
I was looking for Jesus, and I found Him. I had the assurance that I was born®
again., Later on in seminary I learned the truth that, '""The Spirit itself bean

witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.'" Everything became
different in life because of the transaction that day. Truly it was the greatg
prayer I ever prayed.

When I was in college something else took place over a period of about three w
The professor in this class was giving a lecture, but I didn't hear one word.
were several things formulating in my mind so I wrote them down in my notebook
first thing I vowed was that I wouldn't give up until I got my bachelor's degre
(It was much more difficult than it is today.) I told myself I wouldn't let a
thing interfere with my going ahead and getting a good basic education which wg
include a master's degree. Also, I wouldn't stop without getting some good BL
study. I knew that any special talent I had would require proper training.
important truth is that if you have talent and you don't develop it, you will &
ways be frustrated as long as you live.

The fourth decision concerned marriage. I made up my mind I wouldn't date any
unless she was a born-again Christian. Such relationships have a way of leadi
places. I wouldn't get married until I got some of my education out of the way
didn't want to be a drag on my wife or on my children. These decisions were eX
tremely important as I prayed about them constantly.

When World War II came, I was in my early twenties. My prayer was, ''God, make
a blessing even as I serve my country. Help me to lead others to Christ during
this time.'" This proved to be one of the greatest periods of my life. The fi
week I was in the service I had the opportunity of leading over 45 men to Jesus
Christ. This was just privately in little Bible studies. During the four and
half years of service the Lord led in wonderful ways. You know, you can take &
most any situation in life and turn it into something good if you will only askK
Jesus Christ to walk with you and you remain faithful in walking with Him,

Near the end of the war I got to thinking a lot about companionship and marriag
I hadn't met anyone I especially cared for. My prayer was, '""God, lead me to
right one." Being stationed on Long Island I decided to go into New York City.
to what they called a Victory Center. It was a nice Christian place. There,

someone asked, "'Are you going over to hear Jack Wyrtzen speak tonight? They're
holding a big rally in Times Squa