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s extremely important in our lives, especially as Christians, not to lose sight
e ultimate goal and final victory which will be ours in Christ. The apostle
| realized the significance of this as he underscores the ultimate objectives and
poses for believers. Certainly one of the paramount desires which motivates us
the understanding that eventually we will be with Christ in heaven. Sometimes the
plems of life get us down so that we fail to see the glorious culmination. Let
llustrate. If you have a goal of a slimmer figure, but lose sight of it, the
cipline of restricting your meals becomes a burden too great to live with. You
even rationalize, ""Fat is beautiful" justifying the additional food. For the
istian, if we lose sight of the goal of being with the Lord and pleasing Him now
h effective service, then suffering amid trials and testings becomes just too
at a problem. With this in mind, there is a direct relationship to II Cor. 5:1-4.
il was aware as we saw in the end of chapter four of all the suffering and afflic-
m he faced. He knew that believers who share their faith will find obstacles
own. in their way by Satan. Some situations will be difficult to live with. His
pifidence never wavered as he testified, '"For momentary light affliction is pro-
cing for us an eternal weight of glory, far beyond all comparison'" (II Cor. 4:17).
the apostle continues with his encouragement he observes, 'For we know that if the
rthly tent, which is our house, is torn down, we have a building from God, a house
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For indeed in this house we groan,
nging to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven; inasmuch as we, having put it on,
all not be found naked. For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being
rdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that
at is mortal may be swallowed up by life" (II Cor. 5:1-4). The uncertainty here
n't whether there is a resurrection, but rather what happens if we die before the
turn of Christ. Further light is shed on this in I Thessalonians 4:13-18. There
11 be a generation of Christians at the time of the translation of believers who
111 not experience physical death. They will meet Christ in the air. The con-
ingency that the Lord might come at any time is a healthy spiritual outlook. It
eeps us ever ready to meet our Lord (I John 3:3).

lere are several interesting contrasts here which bring confidence. The first we
itice is the contrast in the body, "For we know that if the earthly tent which is

Ir house is torn down.'" The earthly body compares with the description in
Corinthians 15 where Paul speaks of corruption, dishonor and weakness. The '"tent"
lows how temporary this modest dwelling really is. This tells us that our present
0dy is inadequate. In comparison to the celestial body that we will someday have,
lis body presently is inadequate, or really only fitted for this present Tidiel.. . It
$ like being naked in relationship to what might be ours through Christ in the
Uture, Paul knew that the Greeks were deeply distressed and concerned over the

act that there would be a soul without a body. In looking for the return of Christ,
¢ expected to be with Him shortly; still in the light of that, he used expressions
lich indicate that he longed to be clothed properly while he still had a physical
0dy, For this reason a mortal body is like being naked for the spiritual soul in
Ftﬁarison with the tremendous celestial body that will be ours when we are finally
ith Christ.
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he found most satisfying in life. Too often people feel they have to ''give up"
things to serve God. The Christian life isn't a negative existence. While there
are negatives in the Bible (and they need to be emphasized) yet there is no greater
joy for a person than to do what God wants him to do. Our walk with the Lord need
not be characterized solely by tears and agony. Paul found the greatest joy in life
in serving the Lord. This was the result of a healthy appreciation for Christ's

resurrection and the new bodies we will be given for all eternity. The hinge of find-

ing joy in serving the Lord is a clear focus of what life in the future will be all
about.

Next we find a very appropriate and yet sobering thought introduced.
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his

deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad" (II Cor. 5:10),

The judgment seat of Christ is a place of evaluation where evidence is going to be
sifted. The word in the Greek is 'bema' which refers technically to the raised step

where the judge would sit, speaking in his official capacity as he rendered decisions,

Pilate judged Christ at a '"bema'" seat (Matthew 27:19; John 19:13). The final Judge
for the believer will be Christ Himself. Romans 14:12 indicates that each one of us
as believers in Christ shall give an account of himself to God. This is one good
reason why we shouldn't judge one another. This always causes us to put an obstacle
or stumbling block in someone else's way.

Keep in mind that the unbeliever will not be at the '"bema'" of Christ. They will be
judged for their rejection of Christ at another time when they appear at the Great
White Throne (Revelation 20:11-15). The only evaluation there is whether one's name
appears in the book of life., This has nothing to do with actions or deeds whatso-
ever. The only way an individual is acceptable in God's sight, giving him entrance
into heaven, is through accepting Jesus Christ as Savior. Works, words, and deeds
aren't in view at all. In contrast, the only people to be judged at this bema seat
are believers in Jesus Christ. The scene takes place in heaven. The only question
revolves around how one has lived his life since he accepted Christ as personal
Savior.

The specific focus of our judgment relates to the deeds done in the body (II Cor.
5:10). This whole passage has been talking about the human body here on earth. The
contrast is to a greater celestial body that is someday going to be ours. The in-
teresting thing is that the good things are to be recompensed for while the bad
things carry no value whatsoever. The contrast is similar to that in I, Cor. 3:12
which talks about precious metals in distinguishment to combustible wood, hay and
stubble. Some things are worthless and are thus completely discounted and anni-
hilated. It is only the good things for which we receive rewards. The great news
is that there is no condemation here, only commendation.
it is all positive. Notice the emphasis, ''that each one may be recompensed." This
means to take care of, or to provide for. The good deeds in Christ's sight are all
honored. You will not be punished for worthless efforts. ~Paul told the Romans that
there is no condemmation to those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). No where

in Scripture do we ever get a picture of Christians being judged and put down. This
never happens because there is no condemnation for our sin once it has been committed

to Christ.

What motivates a person to do a good job? In the business world it is generally
extra pay or some form of monetary incentive. Research and experience have shown
that this isn't always as successful as recognition, increased responsibilities and
positional status. Motivation is an essential part of life. Interestingly, the
apostle Paul sees this factor as being important in his ministry. In II Cor. 5:11
through 21 he shares what causes him to serve effectively for Christ. Two reasons
seem contradictory: fear and love, although Paul doesn't view them that way.
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ample, sons of God. This is a completely new standing before God. To be sure, your
desires and temptations to sin won't automatically stop just because you claim Christ
as your Savior. Of course, the power is there to have victory over them. The basis
for change is in our walk with the Lord. We are to progress, turning from the former
pattern of life which seemed so ingrained in everything we did. We are to cease from
a static life of spiritual stagnation to one of growth. The potential for growth is
ours, whereas, before we knew Christ, there was no possibility of any development

whatsoever because we were dead spiritually. In God's holy and righteous eyes, be-
fore we were Christians, we were unacceptable to Him because of sin. Once we receive
the Savior we are made heirs of God and joint heirs of Christ. This is why we have

encouragement to walk appropriately in this new life now open for us. There is no ile"
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Because we are new creatures in Christ we recognize no man according to the flesh
(IT Cor. 5:16). This means we don't judge people by the surface appearance. When we
are committed to Christ a transformation takes place internally before God. Most of
us come to grips with our feelings as we look at another person's outward appearances
As Christians we ought not visually to size up others according to the flesh. This
is all too human, Paul is excited because in Christ he found a way of relating to
people which overlooked problems, difficulties, and circumstances which might normal-
ly have "turned him off." The apostle judged others simply on the grounds of whether
or not they had accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. This frees us from
the tyranny of human judging which becomes little more than criticism. You can't
guess the motives of other individuals by outward appearances. God looks at the

heart for that is what counts.
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It is urgent

plains, '"Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through
Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him'' (II Cor. 5:18-21 NASB.)
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are is also a ''day of salvation." The believers at Corinth were urged to share
+h others the good news. The ability to choose one's eternal destiny is taken
Of all the things Paul wanted to do as a faithful am-

us forever in death.
ador uppermost was the desire to see others saved and brought into the family
If not, remember today is the accept-

od. Have you responded to salvation?
May we have this urgency in our ministry as ambassadors for Christ.
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: Discouragement keeps many of us from an effective Christian life.

mtrolled and influenced, to a great extent, by outside conditions dictating

ether we are going to be a success or a failure. Paul was anxious to set the

ce for a spiritual walk with the Lord in "'giving no cause for offense in anything"
The word "offense'" in its basic sense means to stumble or to cause

Technically in the Greek it means to strike one thing against
He says, "mothing in nothing

uman instruments w g .
Elijah experienced € Mght easily despgj
S | bair. We co
and. He even felt thgrsﬁstht Jezebel and her Bagiiﬂglig'come to the same place
No one else who was much intéggszzdh?d Eained the Upper
1 bowing down be- ;
tor. 6:3).
qeone else to trip.
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going to cause me to offend other people." The apostle is putting himself in a
1y strong straightjacket. He wants to build bridges to other people, making
tain nothing would foul up his opportunities to reach them for Christ. Paul did
t want to emphasize himself so much that he became an irritant to other people.
wanted nothing in his life to be a stumbling block. In I Corinthians 8 he talked
out eating meat offered to idols. That was a stumbling block to some Christians
n though it may have nothing to do with spirituality. Still, being obnoxious
For practical human reasons as

out one's freedom in Christ isn't a wise thing.
11 as common sense we need to make certain that nothing is found in our lives that

cause people, even weaker Christians, to falter in their decisions for Christ.

,1'5 major concern was that ''the ministry be not discredited.'" He looks upon his
Paul emphasizes the ministry not so much as a person

Sk as a sacred commitment.

| a pedestal who is announcing certain decrees, but rather someone out in the middle
. people dedicated to helping them, The idea behind the concept of '"discredited"

ms to be blamed or ridiculed. Too much of what is claimed to be service for

Tist is more of a selfish show, open to attack by umnbelievers which ultimately

'ts the opportunity for reaching them in a positive fashion. When a church has a
gt or even a split it has all kinds of problems. Those in the world are ready
point the finger of scorn. The very same holds true in individuals when they

€ inconsistently. It will hurt the cause significantly. We know that there are
Paul didn't think it was his business to cover up

or Christians in the church.
$ fact. He was more concerned about making certain his own life was right before
> Lord, as well as that the hypocrites get right with the Savior so that they

Uldn't be stumbling blocks to others.
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€T€ is an important positive side to everything we do. Paul urges, '"But in every-
Ng commending ourselves as servants of God" (II Cor. 6:4). This phrase 'commend-
s Myself'" is in contrast to "offending others." This doesn't mean that we pat
S€lves on the back. In the Greek it means ''to stand together" or 'to bring to-
There are ways you

H€r." The speaker and the listener are united in one goal.
other people if you try to do certain things effectively to build bridges
Commending is
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;5 t yourself out on this principle, consider those who really irritate you.
18 those people who annoy you, asking yourself, 'What can I do to bring the two
S together, without having the other person change one single thing?"' Remember

11




p——————

it is you who has to do the changing or the accommodating.
He was willing to humble himself to reach others. He controlled his ability to be
effective, It wasn't contingent upon whether or not someone else was pleasant to
him, or if the circumstances were right. He has for us a God-enabling formula for
success. His commitment to Jesus Christ as an ambassador of the cross was so strong
that his motivation could overcome problems and irritants. These so often creep into
our lives. Circumstances may cause us humanly speaking '"'to throw in the towel."
Here we see that it needn't be that way.

This was Paul's approach,

Let's consider some of Paul's tremendous obstacles.
in hardships, in distresses'" (II Cor. 6:4).
Such doesn't result in despair or misery. Affliction has the idea of pressing or
squeezing. So often outside conditions weigh on us. It may be the pressure of not
enough money. It may be rumors people are spreading about you. It may be the fact
that you have lost your job.
face. Paul didn't allow pressures to keep him from building bridges to others in an
effective manner for Christ.

Sometimes problems just can't be avoided. They may often be necessary for our
spiritual welfare. If you're captured and tortured there isn't much you can do about
it except to endure it. So Paul is using this kind of concept, a strong word of
compressing, of pressing in upon an individual, and at times a related word. Notice
also the word "distresses'" (v. 4). Even with these the apostle indicates that they
wouldn't destroy his desire to serve Christ (Romans 8:35). He could still endure,
reaching out to help others. What a faithful servant and what an example for us!

Years ago, when I first started to play golf, I thought I was much better than I
really was. I muttered to myself rather loudly, playing with three others, 'What am
I doing! What's wrong?' I literally just griped my way around the course. One of
the fellows with me, who was quite a good golfer having played for years, observed
frankly, "I'1ll tell you what you're doing. You're out here on a golf course to en-

joy golf, and not to irritate the people you're playing with. Why don't you try that :

approach?' I got the point! It didn't make much of a change in how I was hitting
the ball, but it certainly made a change in my attitudes. In the Christian life,
isn't that true? We are out to reach people for Jesus Christ, not to trip them up,
regardless of their problems or ours. Why don't we follow this pattern of success
and victory?

"I'm tough to live with until I have my first cup of coffee." Ever hear a friend
say that? Thankfully, I don't have that problem, although I'm sure I have other ones
which trap me often enough. Certainly habits and desires for certain things all too
often control our lives and attitudes. The apostle Paul's motivation to serve the
Lord faithfully was strong enough so that he could even handle hunger, sleeplessness,
combined with a side order of beatings and a few other strongly odious things. God
had equipped him well to function effectively as His ambassador of reconciliation.
Consider just a few more of the difficulties he had to go through in his life of
service, "'in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in
fastings'" (II Cor. 6:5). Despite these extremely adverse circumstances he didn't
want to give any cause for offense as he sought to commend himself and the Gospel

to others. The word "stripes'" in the Greek refers to a blow or being beaten on the
back with an instrument of torture. It is a standard reference to beatings. In

Acts 16:22, 23 there is an illustration of the use of this word in an actual setting.

Paul was at Philippi, "'and the crowd rose up together against them, and the chief

magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rod
and when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, command=

ing the jailer to guard them securely." Even with those brutal rods Paul didn't want
to be the kind of person who would allow such circumstances to weaken his desire to
reach others for Christ.
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There were no offenses, for he wanted to build bridges. Circumstances were not go-
ing to get him down. His sacred goal was to minister effectively for the cause of
the Lord Jesus Christ, What a challenge for us! May our commitment to the Savior
be so strong that we, too, will endure for His sake,

The next thing Paul exhibited was faithfulness towards positive attributes, He
never faltered "in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy
Spirit, in genuine love' (v. 6). These things aren't achieved by simply lifting l ] g

yourself by your own bootstraps. Genuine love doesn't come that way.
crisy involved.

Consider first of all the concept of purity. The Greek word used here is actually ternal Salyiﬁigg'"genuine." There is nqvgygz you fake love.
found only this once in all of Scripture. It refers basically to something that er that whi 't really be effectl 5. "'
i S The apostle Paul declare ?
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adjusting so that he can be effective to others even in rather difficult Situations,
It wasn't a "holier-than-thoy" type of arrangement. We are not to be obnoxious to
others playing the role of a Pharisee. Paul wanted his daily life to be straight-
forward so that others wouldn't look down on the ministry and ultimately down upon
God. His wasn't a false spiritual goodness. It can come only as Christ cleanses
a life, enabling a person to make wise decisions in matters which affect various

temptations,

Paul also uses the word "knowledge" (v. 6). The apostle was an expert on life, both
now and eternal. He knew people and their needs. He was well acquainted with the
problems of pride, and how heartaches had to be endured. He was thoroughly versed 1
in the 01d Testament Scripture, having been a Pharisee before he met Christ on the
road to Damascus. Certainly he knew the message of life and hope through faith in

He was in the business
of discussing crucial 1ssues of life and he did it well. In Acts we notice in many
situations how well he communicated the truths of God with both power and con- :
viction. His central theme was etermal life in Jesus Christ, This should remind us
of our high and holy privilege of Biblical knowledge, Remember, 'A11 Scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for train-
ing in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good
work' (II Timothy 3:16, 17). 4

Dr. Chase is President
of Biola College.

Paul was also faithful "in batience." He wanted to make certain that he commended
himself for the Savior, and he knew waiting on the Lord was important. In the Gree
it means literally to have a long spirit. This compound word is translated ""long-
suffering" in Galatians 5:27 in the list of the fruit of the Spirit., It is an ex-

is always "flying off the handle." It is
the opposite of someone who can't control his reactions. What an entirely differe
example Paul set! He allowed the Holy Spirit to control his life so that he coul
accomplish his God-given purposes. He didn't let others color, shape, alter or
ruin his life and mission. An angry outburst by somebody was not a signal to Pau
to blast back. By design he tried to turn the situation around to win the indivi

for the Lord,

The very next phrase is '"in kindness." Again we find this in Galatians 5:22 2
is translated ""gentleness." The basic Greek word from which we get "kindness' 1
lated to the concept of things. I think Paul is saying that he wants to be kind
people. In this way he can build bridges, helping others to see their need ﬂﬂi
Christ., The apostle might literally testify, I'm as practical in my message as
My money, I'm going to be down-to-earth and practical." Even as God was practs
in what He did for Paul opn the road to Damascus, the apostle similarly wanted g

practical in meeting the basic needs of individuals. 15
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serve other gods. These are merely professing believers who have never been saved.

Verse 5 gives us her name, "MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.'" The word "mystery'" is used because of the religious
rites of Babylonianism which are brought into the apostate church during the Tribula-
tion., We again recall the earlier warning of our Lord addressed to the church at
Thyatira, '"Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with
her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds, And I will kill her
children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am He which searcheth
the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your

works'" (Revelation 2:22, 23). This evil amalgamation will direct persecution upon
the remnant of believing Israel 1living during the Tribulation. This will also be
true of Gentiles who believe in Christ in the same period. Many will turn to Christ
and find as their reward untold persecution.

The cry of religion today is for tolerance. Yet, when the opportunity and power is
available, false Christianity will absolutely put up with no one who doesn't sub-
scribe to its beliefs. Today the Holy Spirit, through the Church, is hindering
evil, When His restraining hand is removed, as believers are raptured away, there
will be no holding back on the wickedness of man. It is then that this evil system,
represented by the prostitute, will be drunk with blood of the saints.

While we don't find any happiness in considering the dire events that are coming on
the world, we do feel it is important to understand the teaching of the Word of God
as it is found in the book of Revelation. We can be grateful that the Tribulation
period will have its final culmination.

The apostle John explains, "And the beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and
shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition'" (Revelation 17:8).
The beast that was no doubt refers to the past history of the Roman Empire. The
beast that is not typifies the present condition of that fragmented confederacy.

The phrase which says that the beast will ascend out of the bottomless pit is better
translated, "'is about to come up out of the bottomless pit.'" This no doubt refers
to the reactivation of the Roman Empire or this ten nation kingdom around the
Mediterranean Sea. It will be headed up by this political beast, the Antichrist,
and energized by the devil. That this superman is to go into perdition shows us
the destruction of the last world government at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
How do people react to this? God's scribe observes, '"They that dwell on the earth
shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation
of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is"
(Revelation 17:8). The beast is further defined, "'The seven heads are seven
mountains, on which the woman sitteth" (Revelation 17:9). This seems to be a clear
reference to a certain city in the world that has seven great hills, namely Rome.

The angel then tells the apostle John, '"And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten
kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour
with the beast'" (Revelation 17:12). This means that the ten kings will reign with
the Antichrist. They will be in subservience to him. Willingly or unwillingly
they will give their authority over to him, becoming his puppets and doing exactly
as he demands.

These kings receive power with the Antichrist for one hour (Revelation 17:12). The
expression seems to refer to the purpose rather than to the time. It isn't so much
a reference to an hour of 60 minutes, as it is a time to accomplish a purpose. This
foolish ten kingdom confederation, with the Antichrist at its head, has the audacity
to make war against the Lamb who is the Lord (v. 14). Christ is the only Redeemer,
and all other imposters will be brought to their end., The Savior will be victorious
over the armies of the earth.
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not have to commit every sin in the catalog in order to be judged by God. It is the
tendency towards sin which the Lord judges. In the courts of earth, each person is
judged for what he does and for his activity. As an example, one man is judged be-
cause he killed another. In heaven, God judges that man for the sin of murder which
was in his heart. God looks at the tendency of his sin, not only at what he does.
James rightly puts it, 'He that breaks the law in one part is guilty of having
broken the whole law.'" It is like a chain. You don't have to break every link in
order for the chandelier to fall. When a man sins in one transgression, God sees
the tendency of that sin. The Lord knows he will do it a thousand times over. This
is why He calls this city Babylon. It is to be judged for all the blood of the
prophets through the centuries, though they may have only killed some of them. Sin
is sin, and the tendency of it violates everything in God's nature. Yes, ''Righteous-
ness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.'

The 18th chapter of Revelation is significant because of the clear-cut prophecy con-
cerning the ultimate destruction of the great political and commercial Babylon. The
preceding chapter deals with Babylon as the apostate religious system that will be
world-wide during the Tribulation. That will be composed of all religions which
haven't accepted Jesus Christ as personal Redeemer. All of them, strangely amalga-
mated together, will be overturned and destroyed by the Antichrist and his forces.
The Babylon of chapter 18 isn't the same at all. The former represents apostate
religion while the latter represents the culture and commercial civilization.

In the midst of this message of judgment, God is calling for a spiritual separation
on the part of those who have trusted in Him during the Tribulation. John urges,
"And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues' (Rev. 18:4).
Even as Lot had to come out of Sodom so God's people will have to come out of Baby-
lon before He destroys that wicked city. Living today, we realize that it can't be
long until Jesus comes for His Church. We will be raptured out of this world to
meet the Lord in the air. Therefore, it won't be long until the Tribulation breaks
out upon the entire globe. How important it is that we not compromise with present
day satanic systems. Of course, there is a singular unity between all of God's born-
again people, no matter what church or denomination to which they happen to belong.
We cannot endorse efforts toward an amalgamation of all religious systems. This is
anti-scriptural (II Cor. 6:14-17; I John 2:15-17). This doesn't mean that we aren't
to have friends among unbelieving people. The fact is, we aren't to be absorbed
and taken up with their life styles, living as the enemies of God. We are to be
separated people.

The Babylonian system is measured by extreme wickedness, '"For her sins have reached
unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities'" (Rev. 18:5). God is keeping
the records! Even though judgment may seem long delayed, it will finally break upon
the city which will be the commercial and political capitol of the world.

Today the Lord is withholding His judgment. It isn't that He doesn't notice the
evil taking place. The purpose of His longsuffering is explained by Peter, "'The
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but He is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance" (II Peter 3:9). You see, God is waiting for sinners to receive
Jesus Christ as personal Savior. He won't always delay. There will come a day
when His judgment will be held back no longer.

For a picture of that coming hour we read of Babylon's just reward, "'Reward her
even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the
cup which she hath filled fill to her double'" (Rev. 18:6). What is true of Babylon
is also true of every person who rejects Jesus Christ as personal Savior. If you
haven't accepted Him, don't forget that God remembers the iniquities of the unsaved.
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fb keeps the books, not because His memory is short, but for the sake of those who
don't remember. This is why, when the umbelieving are judged at the Great White
Throne, the books will be opened. Then, they will remember (Rev. 20:12).

Ccoming judgment isn't only inevitable, it is also just (Romans 2:4-11; Heb. 2:3),
Remember, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment"
(Heb. 9:27).

We see the foolish self pride and complacency of Babylon, '"How much she hath
glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow"

" (Revelation 18:7). The word ''deliciously" actually means to live in outstanding
Juxury and sensuality. We can also see this as the spirit of unbelieving mankind
today. ''God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble" (I Peter 5:5).

- The evil concentrated in the city of Babylon during the Tribulation is representative

of the evil in commerce, politics and religions of the whole world even today. Let

" us be looking for ''that blessed hope."

Following the destruction of the two Babylons, recorded in chapters 17 and 18 of
Revelation, a glorious transaction takes place. It is exciting in contemplation to
realize that God will ultimately receive all the honor and glory. 'And after these
things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia: Salvation,
and glory, and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God: For true and righteous are
His judgments. . . And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all
ye His servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great. And I heard as it were
the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of
mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us
be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and His wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of
God" (Revelation 19:1-9).

There are four '"Alleluias'" in this passage. The first is over the destruction of
the great prostitute or the false world religious system. The second is over the
~destruction of the commercial, political, cultural entity of Babylon. With her
annihilation will come the doom for evil depraved Christ-rejecting men. No wonder
all heaven begins to feel the triumph of God's grace. And again they say, Alleluia.
And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. Then our attention is called to another
Alleluia. The third Alleluia is uttered by the exalted and glorified creation of
our Lord in heaven. We notice their exclamation, '"'Amen' (19:4). This word first
appears in Numbers 5:22. It continues as the sealing declaration of the Gospels
and the Epistles. It is the heavenly committal to truth. It is really the highest
word of praise human speech can possibly utter. We read of that coming day when our
Savior ''shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends
of the earth. And His name shall endure for ever, Blessed be His glorious name and
let the whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen, and Amen'" (Psalm 72:8,17,19).

The fourth Alleluia is in answer to a call from the throne itself. The mighty
Crescendo in response comes from the vast innumerable multitude surrounding the
presence of God which will sound like the roar of the thunder of many waters. The
exaltation is, "The Lord God omipotent reigneth." What a consummation, victory,
and triumph!

Dr. Anderson is Pastor of Bethany Baptist
Church, West Covina, California,
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Lord Jesus‘

Someone told me that the Jews are only the
Will

Therefore, anyone who was

¢t questioned by their families and friends as to what their experience was
hile with the Lord? At least, there is no record that any of them gave an
't of any kind. Could it be that the Lord blotted out from their memory the
‘they had to make it possible for them to cope with this earthly life again?"

his is a question that can't be answered dogmatically. It is an argument from
ce. We don't know what went on between the families and friends. It would be
unusual if there weren't some questioning. The fact is that the Holy Spirit

1+ feel it was to be material for our later understanding. We notice that

us was four days in the tomb with his body beginning to decay. This was

syent from Jairus' daughter who had just died. From a human standpoint we might
¢ that Lazarus would really have conducted some Bible conferences! Yet, there
ysolute silence. The Lord knows what information is valuable to us, and when

s is no clear information it could also be accepted as a blessing. Here 1is

her interesting thing, Never in the Old Testament, where we learn that on the
of Atonement, once a year the high priest went into the holiest of all, are we
what was said. Not even in rabbinical talmudic literature is there ever any-

o indicated concerning a high priest who came out to hold a press conference.
high priest never uttered a word in the holiest of all. This is beautifully

ed in Habakkuk, "The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silence
re Him." Paul said about his own experience that it wasn't lawful for a man to
r information about the subject--it was so glorious that it made everything else
s into insignificance. This definitely shows where one's priorities are. There

times when it pays to keep silent!

)

"Regarding Christ's coming for His Church, I understand we believers will be
nged into our spiritual bodies. When and where, though, does the soul meet with

redeemed body before we see our Lord?"

Most of us would like to know the answer to that chronological event. The exact
ormation isn't given in Scripture. That it does all transpire makes the time
ment totally insignificant, compared with the glorious fact of the occurrence.
the case of living believers, when the Lord comes the body will be changed in a
ent, in the twinkling of an eye. We will be given a resurrection body fashioned
€ unto the glorious body of our Lord Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:20, 21). Our
rits will make whatever change may be necessary, if any. We read that ''the dead
(hrist shall rise first" (I Thessalonians 4:13-18). Decomposed, long since turned
dust, they will emerge and instantly be complete and perfect entities. Bodies

l spirits will be reunited. It will take place so quickly that it really won't

¢ any difference. It is an instantaneous procedure to which, as believers, we

mestly look forward.

- '"Please explain the meaning of the phrase in James 5:14, 'Is any sick among you?
t him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him

0il in the name of the Lord.'"

Many are confused on this point because of those who erroneously teach so-called
aling in the atonement. This stems from a failure to read the passage carefully.

1€ section is dealing with affliction. Sickness happens to be one of the ex-
riences in this veil of tears. According to this passage, the sick one is to call
I the elders of the church. This anointing of oil was a means of physical therapy.
is the prayer of faith which will deliver the sick one. It is ultimately the Lord
Id not some kind of "hocus-pocus' operation which causes the restoration. Some-

Mes the Lord lays an individual in the faith away because God wants to get to his
Mer consciousness. This can be a purifying experience. The passage in question
*ds to be read through and through. The more one does this the less ground we can
¢ for the so-called healing operations so prevalent today.
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