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The second contrast follows that we have a mortal body as opposed to something that 
is spiritual. The word "mortal" is related to the Greek concept of death. Paul has 
already told us that this outer body of ours is decaying, deteriorating. Its final 
end is death (II Cor. 4:16). No wonder there is Il'Othing in essence to wear for all 
eternity because all we have on this earth is a physical tent prone to death. Apart 
from a God-given celestial body there would be no hope for the future. 

While we are God's creation now yet the mark and effect of sin is indelibly stamped 
(Romans 5:12). This is why God sees these bodies as being only temporary, not to be 
compared with the tremendous, eternal, celestial bodies which someday are guaranteed 
to be ours. The purpose being "that the mortal may be swallowed up by life" 
(II Cor. 5:4). One must get a grasp of what it is to be a new creature in Christ, 
with the ablllldant grace which comes through Christ, to find sufficiency for all daily 
needs. We must learn to live as God wants us to live, not simply as others dictate 
we ought to live. The Greek word used here for "life" conveys the concept of whole­
ness or completeness. The physical body is mortal; its end is death. The new body 
which comes from Christ is God-given. 1here is no decay possible (I Cor. 15:54). 

There is also a contrast in attitude. "Now we groan, longing to be clothed with our 
dwelling from heaven" (II Cor. 5:2). This has the concept of yearning, having a keen 
desire. This is the temporary nature of our bodies. Most of us haven't caught the 
picture of what the future holds. Many are quite happy with what we have now. Death 
so frightens us with all the llllknown reservations that we scarcely allow ourselves to 
think about it. This no doubt is even a greater problem for young people with happy, 
heal thy bodies. They can't imagine anything better. Paul knew the facts, and 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit he shares them with us. The contrasts we 
have seen are certainly all in favor of our new body in glory. This should be enough 
for each of us so that with the apostle we too yearn and long for that better land! 

In the last few years there has been much discussion about the importance of guaran­
tees. Any warranty on a corrnnodi ty is obviously only as good as the company which 
stands behind it, or is forced to "make it good" by the government. Transcending 
far beyond any man-made provisions are those marvelous irrevocable guarantees the 
Lord provides with the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We thereby have assurance of a 
new life and a new body which will be ours for all eternity. One beautiful confi­
dence we are given states, "Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who 
gave to us the Spirit as a pledge" (II Cor. 5: 5). We can absolutely bank on the fact 
that new bodies are being prepared for us which are really far superior to what we 
have now, or even what we could possibly imagine. God is the initiator and designer 
of them. I am attracted to the two words, ''who prepared." In the original Greek it 
means to accomplish a task successfully and in an effective fashion. 

To make certain we would understand His covenant with believers, Paul tells us that 
the Lord has given us "the Spirit as a pledge." This, in essence, is the down pay­
ment. For now we can't see our new bodies. In fact, we can't even see God. So we 
have to live by faith. 

The Holy Spirit has coire to reside in our lives to indicate that all these things are 
so. We have a similar situation in II Cor. 1: 22 where we read that God "sealed us 
and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge." This is in the area of salvation . 
Then in Romans 8:16 we discover that "the Spirit Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God." We are provided the realization that there is 
a new and even greater life awaiting us when we are freed from this terrestrial 
body through the resurrection. This provides a sense of confidence beyond hlllilan 
e:xplanation. The work of the Spirit within our lives verifies this is true. 

With the future promises for the believer which are so bright, we are urged to "walk 
by faith and not by sight" (II Cor. 5: 6-8). This is really the pivotal point in the 
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he found most satisfying in life. Too often people feel they have to "give up" 
things to serve God. The 01.ristian life isn't a negative existence. While there 
are negatives in the Bible (and they need to be emphasized) yet there is no greater 
joy for a person than to do what God wants him to do. Our walk with the Lord need 
not be characterized solely by tears and agony. Paul folllld the greatest joy in life 
in serving the Lord. This was the result of a heal thy appreciation for Christ's 
resurrection and the new bodies we will be given for all eternity. The hinge of find­
ing joy in serving the Lord is a clear focus of what life in the future will be all 
about. 

Next we find a very appropriate and yet sobering thought introduced. "For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of 01.rist, that each one may be recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad" (II Cor. 5: 10). 
The judgment seat of 01.rist is a place of evaluation where evidence is going to be 
sifted. The word in the Greek is ''berna" which refers technically to the raised step 
where the judge would sit, speaking in his official capacity as he rendered decisions. 
Pilate judged 01.rist at a ''berna" seat (Matthew 27: 19; John 19: 13). The final Judge 
for the believer will be 01.rist Himself. Romans 14:12 indicates that each one of us 
as believers in 01.rist shall give an accollllt of himself to God. This is one good 
reason why we shouldn't judge one another. This always causes us to put an obstacle 
or stumbling block in someone else's way. 

Keep in mind that the unbeliever will not be at the ''berna" of Christ. They will be 
judged for their rejection of 01.rist at another time when they appear at the Great 
White Throne (Revelation 20:11-15). The only evaluation there is whether one's name 
appears in the book of life. This has nothing to do with actions or deeds whatso­
ever. The only way an individual is acceptable in God's sight, giving him entrance 
into heaven, is through accepting Jesus Christ as Savior. Works, words, and deeds 
aren't in view at all. In contrast, the only people to be judged at this bema seat 
are believers in Jesus 01.rist. The scene takes place in heaven. The only question 
revolves arolllld how one has lived his life since he accepted 01.rist as personal 
Savior. 

The specific focus of our judgment relates to the deeds done in the body (II Cor. 
5: 10). This whole passage has been talking about the human body here on earth. The 
contrast is to a greater celestial body that is someday going to be ours. The in­
teresting thing is that the good things are to be recompensed for while the bad 
things carry no value whatsoever. The contrast is similar to that in I. Cor. 3: 12 
which talks about precious metals in distinguishment to combustible wood, hay and 
stubble. Some things are worthless and are thus completely discounted and anni­
hilated. It is only the good things for which we receive rewards. The great news 
is that there is no condeIIrrlation here, only corrnnendation. There is nothing negative; 
it is all positive. Notice the emphasis, "that each one may be reco ensed." This 
means to take care of, or to provide for. The good deeds in Christ s s1 t are all 
honored. You will not be pllllished for worthless efforts. Paul told t e Romans that 
there is no condeIIrrlation to those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8: 1) . No where 
in Scripture do we ever get a picture of 01.ristians being judged and put down. This 
never happens because there is no condemnation for our sin once it has been committed 
to Christ. 

What motivates a person to do a good job? In the business world it is generally 
extra pay or sore form of monetary incentive. Research and experience have shown 
that this isn't always as successful as recognition, increased responsibilities and 
positional status. Motivation is an essential part of life. Interestingly, the 
apostle Paul sees this factor as being important in his ministry. In II Cor. 5:11 
through 21 he shares what causes him to serve effectively for 01.rist. Two reasons 
seem contradictory: fear and love, although Paul doesn't view them that way. 
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term. It indicates a lll1ion which shows we have been born spiritually. Paul had 
told the believers in Corinth about these responsibilities earlier. He pointed out, 
"For as in Adam all died, so also in 01.rist all shall be made alive" (I Cor. 15:22). 
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ours, whereas, before we knew Christ, there was no possibility of any development 1tive to what r~ally motiva po~erful and motivating factor ~ome responsibility· l~e 
whatsoever because we were dead spiritually. In God's holy and righteous eyes, be- ansion of duties were~:IYis a privilege as ~ell as r ~eenthusiastic when I think 
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the Savior we are made heirs of God and joint heirs of Christ. This is why we have should carry out our 1:1t~~~ iven to each of us· . 
encouragement to walk appropriately in this new life now open for us. There is no of the kind of responsibi 1 ty g . . . The tenn "to reconcile" 
longer any condemnation before God. This verse explains, "old things are passed . . the ministry of reconc~liation. ther For instance, a change 
away." The old thing of sin and resulting eternal death is all passed away. From Paul was comrrussioned to sition or relationship t<;> ~~- an~e of the ministry .we 
everlasting darrll1ation we are now free. Apart from Cllrist we are bound to the old; rreans to change f:om on: po Isaiah 59 :2 shows the signi ~c our God and you~ sins 
in 01.Tist we are free ai:id.new.creatures (John 8:36). Divine righteousness becomes from enmity to f:i~n~~t~~ have separated between/0¥t~a/ the sin~ of mank~nd th~ to 
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Because we are new creatures in 01.rist we recognize no man according to the flesh 
(II Cor. 5: 16). This means we don't judge people by the surface appearance. When we 
are conrrnitted to 01.rist a transformation talces place internally before God. Most of 
us come to grips with our feelings as we look at another person's outward appearances , 
As Christians we ought not visually to size up others according to the flesh. This 
is all too human. Paul is excited because in 01.rist he folll1d a way of relating to 
people which overlooked problems, difficulties, and circumstances which might nonnal­
ly have "turned him off." The apostle judged others simply on the grounds of whether 
or not they had accepted Jesus Olrist as their personal Savior. This frees us from 
the tyranny of human judging which becomes little more than criticism. You can't 
guess the motives of other individuals by outward appearances. God looks at the 
heart for that is what colll1ts. 

Paul was no longer interested in knowing Olrist just as a mere man because he now 
knew Him as Savior and God. Some people have known Jesus by the study of Scriptures 
from a human perspective, simply as a person. The apostle testified, "I don't want 
to judge the Savior in that manner." That standpoint alone would truly distort the 
real issues. The same should be with other individuals. Yes, Paul was properly 
motivated because he knew the ressage experienced in his own life which caused the 
miraculous transformation. He was a new creature. He could hardly wait to make 
certain that others would talce this sane step of transforming faith. 

The apostle Paul often spoke of 01.ristian liberty, knowing what it was to be free 
from the bondange of sin. He now was a bondslave to Christ. He was properly moti­
vated by his corronission from God. It was so special and significant that Paul 
colll1ted it a privilege to serve the Lord. In our passage for this study he ex­
plains, "Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through 
Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
He has corrrrni tted to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, 
that we might becore the righteousness of God in Him" (II Cor. 5:18-21 NASB.) 
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ere is also a "day of salvation." The believers at Corinth were urged to share 
ith others the good news. The ability to choose one's eternal des tiny is taken 

from us forever in death. Of all the things Paul wanted to do as a faithful am­
bassador uppermost was the desire to see others saved and brought into the family 
f God. Have you responded to salvation? If not, rerrember today is the accept-
~le moment. May we have this urgency in our ministry as ambassadors for Christ. 

.\S a co-laborer with Oirist and His ambassador to the world, the apostle Paul was 
~ommitted to a faithful ministry of reconciliation. Despite adverse situations and 
diffi cult problems he was able to adjust to all circumstances (Philippians 4:11). 
Unfortl.lllately, most of us aren't like that. People irritate us and problems get us 
dam. Discouragement keeps many of us from an effective CJiristian life. We are 
controlled and influenced, to a great extent, by outside conditions dictating 
whether we are going to be a success or a failure. Paul was anxious to set the 
pace for a spiritual walk with the Lord in "giving no cause for offense in anything" 
(II Cor. 6:3). The word "offense" in its basic sense means to stumble or to cause 
scmeone else to trip. Technically in the Greek it ireans to strike one thing against 
another. In the Greek Paul uses a double negative. He says, "nothing in nothing 
is going to cause me to offend other people." The apostle is putting himself in a 
very strong straightjacket. He wants to build bridges to other people, making 
certain nothing would foul up his opportllllities to reach them for CJirist. Paul did 
not want to emphasize himself so much that he became an irritant to other people. 
He wanted nothing in his life to be a stumbling block. In I Corinthians 8 he talked 
about eating meat offered to idols. That was a stumbling block to some 01.ristians 
even though it may have nothing to do with spirituality. Still, being obnoxious 
about one's freedom in CJirist isn't a wise thing. For practical human reasons as 
well as common sense we need to make certain that nothing is found in our lives that 
will cause people, even weaker Christians, to falter in their decisions for Christ. 

Paul' s major concern was that "the ministry be not dis.credited." He looks upon his 
task as a sacred connni t.Irent. Paul emphasizes the ministry not so much as a person 
on a pedestal who is annollllcing certain decrees, but rather someone out in the middle 
of people dedicated to helping them. The idea behind the concept of "discredited" 
neans to be blamed or ridiculed. Too much of what is claimed to be service for 
Olris t is more of a selfish show, open to attack by unbelievers which ultimately 
hurts the opportlillity for reaching them in a positive fashion. When a church has a 
fight or even a split it has all kinds of problems. Those in the world are ready 
to point the finger of scorn. The very sane holds true in individuals when they 
live inconsistently. It will hurt the cause significantly. We know that there are 
poor Oi.ristians in the church. Paul didn't think .it was his business to cover up 
this fact. He was more concerned about making certain his own life was right before 
the Lord, as well as that the hypocrites get right with the Savior so that they 
wouldn 't be stumbling blocks to others. 

Th~re is an important positive side to everything we do. Paul urges, "But in every­
~nng commending ourselves as servants of God" (II Cor. 6: 4). This phrase "comJrend­
m g rnyse lf'' is in contrast to ''offending others . '' This doesn't me an that we pat 
ourselves on the back. In the Greek it means "to stand together" or "to bring to­
gether . " The speaker and the listener are lilli ted in one goal. There are ways you 
can reach other people if you try to do certain things effectively to build bridges 
to them. This gives opportunity of conununicating Christ properly. Connnending is 
the_ability to help people come together. Paul virtually explains, "It is my obli­
gation to live properly so that you will want to get together with me, standing to­
gether, and sharing with others what God has done in our lives . " 

~~ t~st yourself out on this principle, consider those who really irritate you. 
ot~ng those people who annoy you, asking yourself, "What can I do to bring the two 

us together, without having the other person change one single thing?" Remember 
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Let's consider some of Paul's tremendous obstacles. "In much endurance, in afflictions 1facrowd bent 0 over the year~ I have nd a great deal of time i ulated by 
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Soiretirnes problems just can't be avoided. They may often be necessary for our 
spiritual welfare. If you're captured and tortured there isn't much you can do about 
it except to endure it. So Paul is using this kind of concept, a strong word of 
compressing, of pressing in upon an individual, and at times a related word. Notice 
also the word "distresses" (v. 4). Even with these the apostle indicates that they 
wouldn't destroy his desire to serve Christ (Romans 8:35). He could still endure, 
reaching out to help others. What a faithful servant and what an example for us! 

Years ago, when I first started to play golf, I thought I was much better than I 
really was. I nruttered to myself rather loudly, playing with three others, ''What am 
I doing~ What's wrong?" I literally just griped my way around the course. One of 
the fellows with ire, who was quite a good golfer having played for years, observed 
frankly, "I '11 tell you what you're doing. You're out here on a golf course to en­
joy golf, and not to irritate the people you're playing with. Why don't you try that 
approach?" I got the point! It didn't make much of a change in how I was .hitting 
the ball, but it certainly made a change in my attitudes. In the Christian life, 
isn't that true? We are out to reach people for Jesus Oirist, not to trip them up, 
regardless of their problems or ours. Why don't we follow this pattern of success 
and victory? 

"I'm tough to live with until I have my first cup of coffee." Ever hear a friend 
say that? Thankfully, I don't have that problem, although I'm sure I have other ones 
which trap ire often enough. Certainly habits and desires for certain things all too 
o~en control our lives and attitudes. 1he apostle Paul's motivation to serve the 
Lord faithfully was strong enough so that he could even handle hunger, sleeplessness, 
combined with a side order of beatings and a few other strongly odious things. God 
had equipped him well to ftmction effectively as His ambassador of reconciliation. 
Consider just a few more of the difficulties he had to go through in his life of 
service, "in beatings, in imprisorurents, in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in 
fastings" (II Cor. 6:5). Despite these extreirely adverse circumstances he didn't 
want to give any cause for offense as he sought to connnend him.5elf and the Gospel 
to others. 1he word "stripes" in the Greek refers to a blow or being beaten on the 
back with an instrument of torture. It is a standard reference to beatings. In 
Acts 16 :22, 23 there is an illustration of the use of this word in an actual setting. 
Paul was at Philippi, "and the crowd rose up together against them, and the chief 
magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods 
and when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, conunand­
ing the jailer to guard them securely." Even with those brutal rods Paul didn't want 
to be the kind of person who would allow such circumstances to weaken his desire to 
reach others for Oirist. 
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ereas Revelation 17 :14 looks ahead, verse 15 looks backward, "And he saith unto me, 
e waters which thou s awes t , where the prostitute s i tteth , are the peoples , and 
titudes, and nations and tongues." 'Jhis refers to the first verse of this same 
3Jlter. Waters are clearly identified as peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues. 

1his shows the far-reaching power of the world church in that coming awful hour. 

1)1Xllfall for the evil religious system will be swift and certain (vs. 16, 17). We 
notice especially the phrase, "God hath put in their hearts to fulfill his will" 
(V· 17). ']his emphasizes the fact that the Lord is in ultimate control, even though 
it roaY not seem like it during the raging storms of the Tribulation. 'Jhe Almighty 
puts it into the hearts of these ten kingdoms to give their power to this one super-
,..n. ']hen all of them turn against the woman who represents the apostate religious 

5

ystem of that day. God permits one evil power to destroy another to accomplish His 
oill. 'Jhis isn't the first time Scripture records how the Lord allows violent 
destruction (11 Kings 9 :7-37). Jezebel was destroyed because she had brought false 
;orship into Israel. 'Jhe Lord's hatred of Baal worship was so extreme that He had 
her so done away with that it was impossible to find all of her body for burial. 
JhiS was accomplished so that no one could erect a monument to her. It is a good 
thing to notice for our own lives as well. God will not countenance apostasy. 

It is during the tilre of the Tribulation that the apostate church will come into full­
blelo'ffi existence. The Antichrist is willing for a tilre to share his place of exalta­
tion with this prostitute. While she seeks to advance his cause , she also shares in 
his glor)'. 'Jhe ten kings headed by the beast beccnre envious of her influence and 
wealth. The Antichrist, at the end of the first three and one-half years, not only 
breaks his covenant with the people of Israel, but also his relationship with the 
apostate church. He then destroys the ver)' ones who helped him achieve his place of 

The woman is made desolate, shorn of all her support. Her attractiveness is taken 
a;1ay and she beccnres the gazing stock of the multitudes as her bones are bumed with 
fire. Worship is then turned wholly to the devil and his false christ. 'Jhis has 

P™'er. 

been the avowed anbition of Satan throughout all the ages. We reflect back at this 
point on the Oiristians in the city of ']hessalonica during Pa1.1l' s day. Tuey were 
coofused thinking perhaps they were already living during the Tribulation. Paul re­
minded them that the true Oiurch must first be taken out of the world ( Il Tuess. 2 : 2- 4) • 

With the destniction of the apostate church, persecution isn't improved at all. 'Jhe 
darkest hour in religious history is introduced when the Antichrist has gotten rid 
of the woman representing all false systems. He sets himself up to be worshipped 
lllStead. The rebellion that began in the Garden of Eden, seen later at the tower 
of Babel, and finally at the cnicifixion of Oirist, will climax in the catastrophic 
pressure of the Antichrist. This is what Daniel, as well as Jesus, refers to as 
"the abomination of desolation." There will be the image of the beast in the temple 
of God. All men in that hour will be faced with a choice of receiving the mark of 

the beast, or being martyred for the faith. ~ill. another angel now appears to the apostle John in Revelation 18. Tb.ere is a 
hmte contrast between these two chapters. The Babylon of chapter 17 is 

eccles ias ti cal or religious • The Babylon of chapter 18 is economic, political and ~:c1al. 'Jhe apostate church is destroyed by the kings of pclitical Babylon. 
ohtical Babylon, however, is destroyed by the direct hand and judgment of God. 

7-stery Babylon, the prostitute of Revelation 17, is destroyed about the end of the 
.nst three and one-half years of the Tribulation. conurercial Babylon of chapter 18 
is destroyed at the end of the Tribulation at the Second Coming of Jesus Qirist to 

establish His millennial reign on earth. 
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At this time when oil is such a precious connnodi ty, when all of the weal th has 
shifted to that part of the world, one can begin to see the possibility of a literal 
Babylon being revived in the land of Iraq. The connnercial Babylon of Revelation 18 
is the final capitol of the political power of the beast. This city is ultimately 
destroyed by the great earthquake when the seventh bowl of God's wrath will be poured 
out. 

It is important to underscore the difference between the two Babylons of Rev. 17 and 
18. The first has to do with the religious and apostate church on the earth follow­
ing the true Church being raptured to glory. In chapter 18 a commercial and 
political system is in view. The downfall of this cultural and economic entity will 
be swift and definite (Revelation 16:18, 19). The wrath of God will break loose in 
all of its fury against sin, iniquity and the hardness of man's heart. Babylon will 
be guilty of defying the Lord. Her transgressions will reach to heaven (Rev. 18:5). 
This prophetic picture of future events should serve as an excellent warning to those 
who have not yet accepted Jesus Christ as personal Savior. Don't harden your heart 
but come out from the world system and be separated to Him. 

The destruction of Babylon will be realized in one day. This great city will be the 
governmental and connnercial capitol of the world but such will not keep it from being 
catastrophically laid waste. There is no rejoicing over its downfall. In fact, we 
read of the kings and leaders of the earth "standing afar off for the fear of her 
torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one 
hour is thy judgment come. And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over 
her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more" (Rev. 18: 10, 11). It is no wonder 
we hear such strong feelings since Babylon will dominate the world during the last 
half of the Tribulation. It will be the center for everything economically im­
portant. It also takes the lead in rebellion against the Lord. On the day when judg­
ment is brought upon this area and system, the sun will rise in the morning just as 
it does on any other day. But by sunset Babylon will be nothing but smoldering ruins. 
All the riches of the world will suddenly be gone. In one brief hour there will be 
dashed in pieces all hopes for the future. Earthquakes today only involve localized 
areas. At that tire the earthquake that destroys Babylon will bring world-wide 
destruction. 

The merchandise destroyed covers every phase of business. Just look at the list in 
verses 12 through 14 of Revelation 18. People throughout the earth may see the deva­
station on their television screens. They will be weeping and wailing with the loss 
(Rev. 18:15-17). Everybody who profits by sea trade will also lament (vs. 17-19). 
Everything is wiped out in one single hour. All those who have been dependent upon 
Babylon's wealth will be at wit's end because of their financial losses. 

Although this scene is in the future, there is a personal application for us today. 
How is the luxury of the world affecting us? What are our attitudes toward the life 
style of this present generation? Each Christian needs to examine his own heart in 
these matters. Where do you set your goals and ambitions? Are you hoarding for just 
another day or do you really recognize that you are living in the end times and that 
Jesus Christ may very soon be back? Our Savior has clearly told us, "Occupy lll1til I 
cone." We should keep working as believers until the Lord returns. We certainly 
need to guard against the deceitfulness of riches. The Bible warns us, "No man can 
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mannnon" 
(Matthew 6:24). Never forget this important consideration for this present hour. 

We are not left to question God's feeling concerning the defeat of Babylon. Listen 
as the exhortation comes, "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and 
prophets; for God hath avenged you on her" (Rev. 18: 20). There is no lament or 
ftmeral session in glory regarding this evil, secular system of earth. Rather, there 
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not have to connnit eveiy sin in the catalog in order to be judged by God. It is the 
tendency towards sin which the Lord judges. In the courts of earth, each person is 
judged for what he does and for his activity. As an example, one man is judged be­
cause he killed another. In heaven, God judges that man for the sin of murder which 
was in his heart. God looks at the tendency of his sin, not only at what he does. 
Jares rightly puts it, ''He that breaks the law in one part is guilty of having 
broken the whole law." It is like a chain. You don't have to break eveiy link in 
order for the chandelier to fall. When a man sins in one transgression, God sees 
the tendency of that sin. The Lord knows he will do it a thousand times over. This 
is why He calls this city Babylon. It is to be judged for all the blood of the 
prophets through the centuries, though they may have only killed some of them. Sin 
is sin, and the tendency of it violates eveiything in God's nature. Yes, "Righteous­
ness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people." 

The 18th chapter of Revelation is significant because of the clear-cut prophecy con­
cerning the ultimate destruction of the great political and connnercial Babylon. The 
preceding chapter deals with Babylon as the apostate religious system that will be 
world-wide during the Tribulation. That will be composed of all religions which 
haven't accepted Jesus Oirist as personal Redeemer. All of them, strangely amalga­
mated together, will be overturned and destroyed by the .Antichrist and his forces. 
The Babylon of chapter 18 isn't the same at all. The former represents apostate 
religion while the latter represents the culture and corrnnercial civilization. 

In the midst of this message of judgment, God is calling for a spiritual separation 
on the part of those who have trusted in Him during the Tribulation. John urges, 
"And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues" (Rev. 18:4). 
Even as Lot had to come out of Sodom so God's people will have to come out of Baby­
lon before He destroys that wicked city. Living today, we realize that it can't be 
long lllltil Jesus comes for His Oiurch. We will be raptured out of this world to 
meet the Lord in the air. Therefore, it won't be long until the Tribulation breaks 
out upon the entire globe. How important it is that we not compromise with present 
day satanic sys terns. Of course, there is a singular unity between all of God's bom­
again people, no matter what church or denomination to which they happen to belong. 
We cannot endorse efforts toward an amalgamation of all religious systems. This is 
anti-scriptural (II Cor. 6:14-17; I John 2:15-17). This doesn't mean that we aren't 
to have friends among unbelieving people. The fact is, we aren't to be absorbed 
and taken up with their life styles, living as the enemies of God. We are to be 
separated people. 

The Babylonian sys tern is measured by extreme wickedness, "For her sins have reached 
llllto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities" (Rev. 18:5). God is keeping 
the records! Even though judgment may seem long delayed, it will finally break upon 
the city which will be the commercial and political capitol of the world. 

Today the Lord is withholding His judgment. It isn't that He doesn't notice the 
evil taking place. The purpose of His longsuffering is explained by Peter, "The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men collllt slackness; but He is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance" (II Peter 3:9). You see, God is waiting for sinners to receive 
Jesus Oiris t as personal Savior. He won't always delay. There will come a day 
when His judgment will be held back no longer. 

For a picture of that coming hour we read of Babylon's just reward, "Reward her 
even as she rewarded you, and double llllto her double according to her works: in the 
cup which she hath filled fill to her double" (Rev. 18:6). What is true of Babylon 
is also true of eveiy person who rejects Jesus Oirist as personal Savior. If you 
haven't accepted Him, don't forget that God remerrbers the iniquities of the unsaved. 
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He keeps the books, not because His memory is short, but for the sake of those who 
don't remember. This is why, when the llllbelieving are judged at the Great White 
Throne, the books will be opened. Then, they will remember (Rev. 20:12). 

coming judgment isn't only inevitable, it is also just (Romans 2:4-ll; Heb. 2:3). 
Renember, "It is appointed llllto men once to die, but after this the judgment" 
o-Jeb . 9 : 2 7) . 

We see the foolish self pride and complacency of Babylon, "How much she hath 
glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for 
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow" 
(Revelation 18: 7). The word "deliciously" actually means to live in outstanding 
luxury and sensuality. We can also see this as the spirit of llllbelieving mankind 
today. "God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble" (I Peter 5:5). 
1he evil concentrated in the city of Babylon during the Tribulation is representative 
of the evil in commerce, politics and religions of the whole world even today. Let 
us be looking for "that blessed hope." 

Following the destruction of the two Babylons, recorded in chapters 17 and 18 of 
Revelation, a glorious transaction takes place. It is exciting in contemplation to 
realize that God will ultimately receive all the honor and glory. "And after these 
things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia: Salvation, 
and glory, and honor, and power, llllto the Lord our God: For true and righteous are 
His judgments ..• And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all 
ye His servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great. And I heard as it were 
the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thllllderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God onmipotent reigneth. Let us 
be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and His wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints. And he saith llllto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called llllto the 
marriage supper of the Larrb. And he saith llllto me, These are the true sayings of 
God" (Revelation 19:1-9). 

There are four "Alleluias" in this passage. The first is over the destruction of 
the great prostitute or the false world religious system. The second is over the 
destruction of the commercial, political, cultural entity of Babylon. With her 
annihilation will come the doom for evil depraved Christ-rejecting men. No wonder 
all heaven begins to feel the trilllllph of God's grace. And again they say, Alleluia. 
And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. Then our attention is called to another 
Alleluia. The third Alleluia is uttered by the exalted and glorified creation of 
our Lord in heaven. We notice their exclamation, ".Alren" (19 :4). This word first 
appears in Nturbers 5:22. It continues as the sealing declaration of the Gospels 
and the Epistles. It is the heavenly connni ttal to truth. It is really the highest 
word of praise hlllllan speech can possibly utter. We read of that coming day when our 
Savior "shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river llllto the ends 
of the earth. And His name shall endure for ever, Blessed be His glorious name and 
let the whole earth be filled with His glory; .Alren, and Amen" (Psalm 72:8,17 ,19). 

'Ibe fourth Alleluia is in answer to a call from the throne itself. The mighty 
crescendo in response comes from the vast innwrerable multitude surrounding the 
presence of God which will solllld like the roar of the thunder of many waters. The 
exaltation is, "The Lord God onnipotent reigneth." What a consunnnation, victory, 
and triumph! 

Dr. Anderson is Pastor of Bethany Baptist 
Church, West Covina, California. 
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS 
Panel: Dr. Chase, Dr. Feinberg and Dr. Sutherland 

Q. "Some people tell me that the serpent of Genesis is the devil. I fail to find 
any mention of Satan from reading Genesis through II Kings. When did he actually come in to existence?'' 

A. In the Hebrew, Satan means "opposer." We know that he is "the accuser of the 
brethren." He is also called the deceiver and has been a liar from the begi1U1ing. 
Our Lord called him a murderer. The devil has nlllrerous other names and characteriza. 
tions, none of which are complimentary in nature. To find the origin of this 
sinister, real personality, we look at such passages as Isaiah 14:12-14 and 
E zekie 1 28:12-14. This is more fully given al though we read of his invo 1 vements 
right from the earliest fall of Adam and Eve. When Satan was created originally he 
was complete, perfect in beauty, and known as Lucifer, the anointed cherub, the son 
of the morning. Perhaps it was because he was so close to the throne of God and had 
been so highly honored of the Lord that he began getting dilusions of grandeur. Just 
as Adam was created i1U1ocent and without sin, Satan too was created perfectly. 
Still, he was given a will and eventually chose to revel against God. He wanted 
and still does, for people to pay him the homage and honor which is anl y due our 
heavenly Father. Hru ridiculous of this deranged rival to think he could be a com­
petitor to the living God, the Omnipotent, Omniscient and Omnipresent One. Only God 
is the non- ere ated Being, Deity, in three persons, al 1 of eternal character. The 
mention of the devil in II Kings doesn't mean the first time chronologically. The 
serpent in the Garden of Eden was used for the embodinent of the evil fallen angel, 
In Job 1:6 we read of how Satan came to appear before the Lord relative to God's 
faithful servant. This is way before the happenings of II Kings. From every in­
dication of the book of Job, including its poetic style and chronological setting, it 
probably transpired before the bondage and exodus of Israel. There is no mention of 
the tabernacle, the law, or other similar aspects, so it probably records ex­periences during patriarchal times. 

We also find this sinister character enticing David to depart from trusting God 
(I Chronicles 21: 1). He wanted to get God's servant doing the wrong thing. As a 
result, the Lord did visit Israel in affliction through plagues. 

When you come to the book of Revelation you discover fully who this diabolical per­
son really is (Revelation 12:9). This passage deals with the virgin birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the male child who will eventually rule the nations with a rod of 
i ran. Psalm 2 tells us specifically who that is , none other than David's greater 
son, Jesus of Naz are th. In Revelation 12 : 9 the sinister creature waiting to devour 
the Messiah is referred to as the dragon, a wicked serpent. That he is red means he 
is thirsty after blood. The word "old" used in the Greek (as well as in Rev. 20 : 2) 
means the ancient one. This points us directly back to the book of Genesis. The 
devil existed before the creation of man. He was a created cherub, as the other 
angels. Thank God we have in us the Holy Spirit, One for whom Satan is ~ equal, 

Q. "There is a phrase used by many speakers, 'a born-again Christian," which seems 
to me to be a redundancy. I thought when a person accepted Christ as Savior he be­
caire a Christian and was automatically born into the family of God." 

A. You are absolutely right in your evaluation. The reason why it is necessary for 
this redtmdancy is because today the word "Christian" has come to mean just about any­
thing and is a title almost tmiversally accepted, particularly in our nation. People 
in America don't consider themselves pagan so they prefer to be thought of as 
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John the Baptist. They will be warning, "Get ready, repent, because the King is 
coming." Our Lord answers precisely. The visible return of 01Tist to the earth Will 
be immediately preceeded by the universal world-wide preaching of the Gospel. This 
is not taking place now, nor will it fully, until the Church has been removed from 
the scene. What we proclaim today is the Gospel of grace. We urge everyone every .. 
where for your salvation. 

Q. "Could you corrnnent on the so-called 'wilderness movement'? By this I mean, 
Christians moving with their families deep into the interiors, or even into COIIIl1llmes 
to protect them from the evil which is in the world." ' 

A. Considering all the problems and perplexities of this life it would be sorely 
terrpting to throw everything over and just get away from it all. A theologian from 
sore centuries ago pointed out correctly, "If I would move out of the world to remove 
myself from the sin of the world, lo, I still would find a world of sin within." HO'/ 
right he was. No matter where we go, the devil will still endeavor to bring us 
spiritual defeat. We certainly aren't in favor of living in groups. Conmnmismwas 
atterrpted in the early church and failed miserably from the Biblical point of view. 
Of course, we aren't referring to those extremely valuable and necessary times when 
we can get away to meditate on the things of the Lord. Furthennore, we can't grow 
spiritually by continuing to be away from the world. We need that perfect strength 
the Holy Spirit provides so that we can withstand the every wind of doctrine and 
false speaking that comes along. 

Q. "Will you please tell me how one can tell when a promise from, or of God, is 
conditional and when it is unconditional?'' 

A. An unconditional promise from God is simply one which has no prov1s10ns attached 
to it as far as man's part is concerned. As an exarrple, we know from Genesis 15 
that God promised Abraham that he would have a great number of descendants. There 
wasn't any condition attached to the prophecy. Nothing was dependent upon the 
patriarch. A similar llllcondi tional covenant was made with David. While the "sweet 
singer" of Israel wanted to build God a terrple here on earth, the Lord did not allow 
him the privilege. Instead, He told David, "I'm going to build you a house known as 
a dynasty through which eventually the Messiah will come." There were no tequire­
rnents placed an David whatsoever. On the other hand, as an exarrple, we have the con­
ditional Mosaic Covenant. The promises would only be fulfilled if the people did 
precisely what they were told. By way of observation, it is interesting to note that 
all of the conditional covenants aren't fulfilled because they do depend fully on 
man's obedience. Whenever the situation depends on the grace and goodness of God, 
they are mconditional for the Lord sees to it that everyone of them comes true t o 
the very last detail. 

Q. "Did Lazarus actually die again? Hebrews 9: 27 tells us, 'It is appointed unto 
men once to die. "' 

A. The statement in the epistle is the general rule. Of course, the Lord can make 
an exception as He chooses. We remerriber, as an exarrple, how He did this in connec­
tion with His walking on the water. A man born blind isn't supposed to see but in 
several instances the Savior made an exception. We believe that Lazarus certainly 
died again. It is a fact that Christ perhaps dicln' t do Lazarus a favor by 
resurrecting him~ Actually, he had to die all over again. We don't know what that 
experience is like since no comments were ever recorded by him. Our Lord perfonood 
these miracles as signs proving His Deity and revealing the fact of all His glory. 
Remember that at the Second Coming of Christ in the Rapture of the Church there 
will be a whole generation of people who won't physically die but who will be trans­
lated to glory. 
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You can put it down that our God will always do justly and righteously. The 
MillennilUil follows the seven year period of Tribulation. This will be a perfect 
time when righteousness will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. The 
Lord Jesus Christ will reign theocratically from the throne of David in Jenisalem. 
It will be totally beneficent with everything perfect. People's hearts will be 
right. In fact, it will be as difficult to sin during the MillennilUil as it is to 
keep from sinning now. We can hardly imagine what a wonderful time it will be. 
There will be people born on earth during this 1000 years • Those living on the 
earth won't have had the opportlllli ty by faith of turning from sin to the Lord Jesus 
Christ to be saved. Many will not have known what real sin is, such as we know it 
today. There nrust be a time when their free wills are exercised so that they can 
make their own decisions. This may well be the reason why Satan is loosed for a 
little season. He will tempt these people who, even after a thousand years of 
wonderful fellowship with the Savior, may yield to Satan 's wicked ways • Following 
the enticements and leading of the devil they will encompass the great city of 
Jenisalem. Fire will then come down from heaven and devour them. The devil will 
then be consigned to hell forever. 

Q. ''When was the term 'Jew' first used? Someone told me that the Jews are only the 
people from the tribe of Judah. I had in my mind that all of Israel were Jews • Will you please explain this for ire?" 

A. Actually, the word is a translation of "Judahite ," just like a Benjamite or a 
Simeonite. It is the tribal designation. Usage didn't become popular lllltil after 
the northern kingdom was taken into Assyrian captivity ( 72 2- 521 B. C.) • Five-
s ixths of the nation had its capitol in Samaria. The southern kingdom went into 
captivity in 5 86 B. C. in Baby Ion. The only people from Ab rah am' s seed who could be 
identified with him were those from the South where the prominent tribe was Judah. 
This is the tribe from which the royal dynasty proceeded. Therefore, anyone who was 
a descendant of Israel was called a Jew, even as they are today. This doesn't mean 
that they al 1 are from the tribe of Judah. Al though the Jews , or Israelites , have 
been scattered all over the world since 70 A. D., no one could have imagined that 
once they got back into the land would be this burning question: ''Mlo is a Jew?" 
One-third of the nation was blotted out during the Nazi regime. Yet, having gotten 
back to the land they still admit they don't even know the definition of a Jew. 
Biblically, a Jew is anyone who has come from any one of the twelve tribes • The 
word, incidently, occurs in the book of Esther. So, all of Israel have been Jews since the captivity. 

Q. "Is a Christian living in sin and disobedience to the Word of God if he or she 
isn't baptized? Please give Scripture references." 

A. We certainly don't believe such to be the case at all. While hanging on the 
cross, one of the thieves asked our Lord to remerrber him when He caJJE into His king­
dom. Jesus told him, "Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with Me in 
Paradise" (Luke 23 : 43) • The robber wasn't baptized; there was no time • We believe 
certainly that he was saved. In John 1:12 the Bible promises, "As many as received 
Him, to them gave He the authority to become the children of God, even to them that 
believe on His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the wi 11 of man, but of God." The experience of being born again means simply t o 
receive Jesus Christ as Lord. Baptism doesn't add or detract from our eternal . 
destiny. We are only saved by calling upon the Name of the Lord (Romans 10 :13). On 
the other hand, baptism, we believe, should normally follow acceptance of the Savior. 
It is an outward sign of an inward change of heart. It should be the normal pro­
cedure and desire on our part to be identified with the Lord. 

Q. ''How do you explain the fact that those who were raised from the dead apparently 
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like lillto the glorious body of our or es 1· f any We read that "the dead 

. h t change may be necessary, · · t ed spirits will make w a ~ver., . s 4 . 13_18). Decomposed, long srnce. urn 
m Christ shall rise first (I_Thessaio~an .lete and perfect entities. Bodies 
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. f the phrase in James 5: 14' 'Is any sick amrn?-g yol!? 
Q. "Please explain theldmean1nfgtho e church and let them pray over him, anointing him I.et him call for the e e rs 0 ' 

with oil in the name of the Lord. '" 
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see for the so-called healing operations so prevalent to ay. 
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