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This ethnographical study deals critically with the cultural and political affairs of District “N,” the
latest incarnation of Village “N” that was recently amalgamated with “H” City in what was heralded
as a successful merger. This process presented, officially, little complications and limited amount of
voiced opposition. This was a dramatic contrast with the 1957 amalgamation which saw the creation
of Village “N.” Then, negotiations between the two villages lasted for three years. But even so, after
the amalgamation the divisional posturing continued. And for fourteen long years this village retained
two village offices as neither community would relinquish its own. The reason for this lack of
cooperation between the two former communities is said to be due to their contrasted physical
environments. The first community is located on a spatially wide and high ground, while the second
community is enclosed in a valley in which a river flows. This very discrepancy between the
environments is seen as the reason for their differences in customs, behavior, and linguistics. It has
been evinced that the inhabitants also readily draw upon their respective “past village identity” (IH#}
i) if engaged in social or political conflicts.

My analysis of this phenomenon is informed and inspired by the study of Yoneyama Toshinao,
The Small Valley Universe and Japanese Culture (/NE#bF 1 & HA LML), in which Japanese

communities embedded in valleys develop singular cultures. With an anchoring in an environmental
\



approach, therefore, I proceed to explore in an ethnographic form the religious, social, and political
issues which tests Yoneyama's hypothesis.

In the first chapter I begin an overview of the historical development of District “N” with a
particular focus on its amalgamation which was completed in 1957. In addition, a particular attention
has been given to the emergence of kyuison ishiki as an aftereffect of the amalgamation. Second is an
analysis of the political dynamics and social organization exhibited in the amalgamation. This will give
rise to a discussion of the social hierarchy between the household as well as the transference of
authority from the social to the political arena. Moreover, I attempt to trace the ramification between
political roles and public celebrity which both compound electoral processes.

In the second chapter I present three case studies which I believe add to the historical depth and

socio-cultural relevance of the community. To begin with, I profile the community’s yago (&5 house
names) relying on data obtained from a intensive fieldwork I demons'trate that yago not only reflect
but also support the hierarchy that dictates the relation between main and branch households.
Furthermore, I address the belief structure which appears to be particular to the valley. One could
argue that the physical isolation engendered by the river valley results in a unique cultural identity
including a system of local deities. Finally, I report on one of my informant's struggles to preserve the
dominant position of her household.

In the third chapter the focus of my analysis shifts to provide a detailed and chronological
narration of my experience as a village employee. Following along a tradition of anthropological
method this participant observation provides me with the opportunity not only to become a “local,”
but also to become the object of a local conflict. Accordingly, I trust that this narrative will provide
further information regarding the ways and means within the community in which ky#son ishiki was
called upon to instill motivational sentiment.

The last chapter of my study will discuss two cases of tatari (5 V) supernatural curse/
retribution) . First of all I examine the tatari of the Ochiudo (% A\ fugitive samurai) whose
households’ members are believed to be descendent of fugitive samurais. Hence, my aim will be first
to unravel the paradox between the Ochiudo’s dominant position and their labeling as cursed
households, and secondly, demonstrate the capacity for a curse to lead to conflict resolution as in the
case of a curse from oshirasama (3 L 55 a paired deity) .

In conclusion this thesis will be an attempt to discuss the relationship between nature, culture,

and their symbiosis.
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