EDITOR’S PREFACE

his issue of Landus, the last of the 20® century and of the

second Christian millenaium, celebrates our common pass-
ing ovey into the third millennium by dreaming about the shape of the
Church in Asia in the new age bevond the year 2000, James Kroeger
inttoduces us mto the programmatic vision of the recently concluded
Synod for Asia as received and interpreted by John Paul IT in his apos-
tohic exhortation Eezsa i Avis. Luds Antonio Tagle, an important
theological voice at that Synod and its subsequent unfolding, presents
the parameters of our “daring” dreaming of a renewed Church in Asia
ity his article, orginally presented as one of the two keynote addresses
at the Seventh Plenary Assembly of the Federation of Asian Bishops’
Confergnces. Finally, Adelfo Nicolas, former provincial of the Japa-
nese Province of the Society of Jesus, offers thougheful and challeng.
ing reflections on what the Church in Asiz can learn from the past
2000 years of Christian lights and shadows.

This issue also features two significant contributions in the fields
of ecclesiclogy and moral theology. Joselito Henson, whose doctoral
dissertation at the University of Louvain brought into dislogue the
theology of [ohann Baptist Metz and the philosophy of firgen
Habermas, discusses Met2's ecclesiologieal thought: his threefold iden-
tification of the Church’ role as institation of aocial freedom, as bearer
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of the dangerous memory of Jesus Christ, and as “a Church of sub-
jects” Cheistina Astorga’s article offers 2 three-way conversation, both
respectiul and cridieal, between proportionalist moral theoty, Pope John
Paul ITs thought in ersatis Splendor, and Mark Lowery's proposed “new
ground for discussion,” on the thoeny subject of the determinadon of
the morality of acts,

Finally, the Documentation section of this issue commemorates a
long desired event in the life of Loyola School of Theology. On the
13% of August, 1999, the Congregation for Catholic Education, having
received “the favorable endorsement of the Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence of the Philippines” established Loyola School of Theology as an
Ecclesiastical Faculty, with the “authority to duly confer the academic
degrees of Baccalaureate, Licentiate and Doctorate in Sacred Theol-
ogy” in its own right, This issue of Lawdas offers the memorable ad-
dress of Jaitne Cardinal Sin, friend and patron of LST, at the Aca-
demic Convocation announcing the erection of LT as an Ecclesiasti-
cal Facalty of Theology It concludes with the homily of the new
president of Loyols School of Theology, Victor R. Salanga, delivered
at the first Commencement Exercices of the new Feclesiastical Fac-
ulty. Both occasional pleces express, in different ways, the hope that
this new ecclesial recognition might setve to enhance and deepen the
service of Loyola 8cheol of Theology to the Church of Asia in the
new millenniura.
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