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Social Interaction, Supporting System, Disaster Prevention
Measures, and Medical System of an Island Village

: A survey of the middle-aged and elderly persons living in Yamato Village of Amami Oshima

Teruyoshi KOKUBO, Fusako IWASAKI, Asako OYAMA,
Yoichi TABATA, Yasuhira TANAKA, Tadao TAKAYAMA

The purpose of the study was to assess the present state of the social interaction, the supporting system, the disaster pre-
vention measures, and the medical system in Yamato Village of Amami Oshima island. A questionnaire was personally
delivered to 1240 residents of 40-year-old and above and later picked up by commissioned welfare volunteers. The num-
ber of people who responded to the questionnaire was 928 and the rate of collection was 74.8%.

Neighborhood interaction decreased a little. Social interaction of women was higher than men. Social interaction of the
elderly was lower than the younger. Although there were spontaneous watch activities in a natural way, the elderly hoped
to have the local supporting system for them. The voluntary organizations for disaster prevention were well functioned,
but there remained challenges of the measures for the vulnerable people and the emergency evacuation. With respect to the
medical system, there was satisfaction with the community clinic, but on the other hand, there remained wishes regarding
emergency medical system and specialized medical service. There were also social and natural problems that the shopping

was inconvenient, and that the poisonous snake harmed people, and so on .

Key Words: Island villages, Social interaction, Supporting system, Disaster prevention measures, Medical system



