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Discovery of Study Group Candidates from Library's Loan Records

— An Attempt for Finding Social Networks of Library Patrons —
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[Abstract]

Library’s study group formation service can make the library work as a “social media” for patrons,
which is an attempt to develop a new library service in the network age. It can be considered also to
contribute to well-utilizing the learning commons (LC) spaces of the library. LC is a trend for libraries
for attracting the patrons and encourage them to stay in the library for a long time. Based on these
background motivations, we discuss and propose a method of study group formation by libraries, based
on the loan records. In the proposed method, study group members are chosen based on the similarity of
patron’s interest area profile, expertise level, etc., which are definable using the loan records. Even though
the research on this approach has just started and thus is still in the very early stage, we are convinced of

its great potential for valuable library services in the future.
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