View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by fCORE

provided by Open SPACE @ DMACC (Des Moines Area Community College)

Des Moines Area Community College

Open SPACE @ DMACC

Expressions Student Work

2003

Expressions 2003-2004

Arianne Robinson
Kay Holdefer
Vanessa Dauterive
Heather Wargo

Elizabeth Scott

See next page for additional authors

Follow this and additional works at: https://openspace.dmacc.edu/expressions

Recommended Citation

Robinson, Arianne; Holdefer, Kay; Dauterive, Vanessa; Wargo, Heather; Scott, Elizabeth; VanderKamp, Tim; Blakely, Rosalie;
Sarcone, Toni; Clarke, Adam; Holdefer, Kay; Ecker, Candy; Zantow, Jane; Eastin, Amanda; Tryon, Marjean; Ali, Amina; Miller,
Michael; VanGinkel, Matt; Rogers-Dobson, Deborah; Sigler, Doyle; Boehm, Karissa; Markowski, Andrea; Bennett, Jami; Timmons,
Sara; and Belinsky, Bo, "Expressions 2003-2004" (2003 ). Expressions. 16.

https://openspace.dmacc.edu/expressions/16

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Work at Open SPACE @ DMACC. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Expressions by an authorized administrator of Open SPACE @ DMACC. For more information, please contact rsfunke@dmacc.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/235844658?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://openspace.dmacc.edu?utm_source=openspace.dmacc.edu%2Fexpressions%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://openspace.dmacc.edu/expressions?utm_source=openspace.dmacc.edu%2Fexpressions%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://openspace.dmacc.edu/student_work?utm_source=openspace.dmacc.edu%2Fexpressions%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://openspace.dmacc.edu/expressions?utm_source=openspace.dmacc.edu%2Fexpressions%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://openspace.dmacc.edu/expressions/16?utm_source=openspace.dmacc.edu%2Fexpressions%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:rsfunke@dmacc.edu

Authors

Arianne Robinson, Kay Holdefer, Vanessa Dauterive, Heather Wargo, Elizabeth Scott, Tim VanderKamp,
Rosalie Blakely, Toni Sarcone, Adam Clarke, Kay Holdefer, Candy Ecker, Jane Zantow, Amanda Eastin,
Marjean Tryon, Amina Ali, Michael Miller, Matt VanGinkel, Deborah Rogers-Dobson, Doyle Sigler, Karissa
Boehm, Andrea Markowski, Jami Bennett, Sara Timmons, and Bo Belinsky

This book is available at Open SPACE @ DMACC: https://openspace.dmacc.edu/expressions/16


https://openspace.dmacc.edu/expressions/16?utm_source=openspace.dmacc.edu%2Fexpressions%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages




DMACC
“IKENY CAMPUS

2937109 ALINNWWOJ V34V SINIOW S30 m m EXPRESSIONS

LIBRARY







EXPRESSIONS

five.. The Gambling Turtle
KAY HOLDEFER

For All The Britney's
VANESSA DAUTERIVE

Andy Knew
HEATHER WARGO

eleven.. First On The Scene
ELIZABETH SCOTT

one.. The Bench
TIM VANDERKAMP

thirty

-

EXPRESSIONS >

is a student literary/art publication
of Des Moines Area Community
College.

The Snow Pants
ROSALIE BLAKELY

v

< Cover - Painting by Toni Sarcone




























































Deborah Rogers-Dobson A

DOA must have seen it coming. We thought it must have something to do with adrenaline

or the endocrine system during the seconds before death.

So, maybe Saunders did see something coming. His holster was unsnapped, but
that is a typical precaution when approaching a vehicie. Somehow, | was tempted to ask
him. I'd probably never know.

Ever since | called out a moment before, all radio traffic on every channel had
stopped. Everyone was listening.

Training works. Adrenaline works. And experience is the best of preparations for
such circumstances. This was a crime scene. Any of us would know what to do.

| called Communications from my hand radio; one just like Saunders had on his belt.
Carol responded right away. No doubt she had been hovering on top of the transmit key.

“214 is down. Broadcast description of suspect vehicle, last known to be southbound
on Providence Road from Kerrigan at a high rate of speed, approximately four minutes
ago. Suspect vehicle is likely to have at least two occupants who should be considered
armed and dangerous. Suspect vehicle is likely to have heavily tinted glass and rear or
side window shot out.” | gave her a moment to acknowledge my transmission. When she
did, | continued.
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Ginny was hollering Paul’'s name now, pushing to catch up to him and
Bobby. When she reached them, she pulled the four-leaf clovers from her

jacket pocket.

“Look, what | found in that yard this morning. Four-leaf clovers.
They're good luck.”

Paul picked several from her outstretched hand.

“I'm going to have Mommy press them in the Bible,” Ginny said.

“Oh, brother,” Paul laughed loudly, and showed them to Bobby. They
both laughed even harder. “Mom won’t do that. She’ll know you made
‘m. Besides, your mommy’s not even home now. She went to the ration
lines, and that'll take a while.”

“Do you think she’ll get canned peaches and sugar?” Ginny asked,
stuffing the clovers back in to her pockets.

“No,” said Paul. “They’ll probably run out of everything again, and
Mom will just stand in that line all that time for nothing.” Paul punched his
fist into a pretend glove on his hand. “It's gonna be navy beans over
bread again.”

“Four-leaf clovers.” Paul shook his head. “What a drip,” he said to
Bobby, as they ran off and left Ginny to walk home alone.

When Ginny reached home, Paul was sitting on the front porch star-
ing at his crinkled, black and white photo of their dad in his navy uniform.
She startled him as she climbed up beside him on the steps.

“What are savings stamp books for?” She asked. “Some of the kids
get to buy them at school.”

Paul shoved the photo back in his pocket. “You save stamp books
until you have enough to buy a War Bond, but you have to have dimes to
buy the stamps. We don’t have dimes, dummy.”

“You mean War Bonds like the movie stars talk about?” she asked.

“Why don’t you ask your teacher all this junk?” Paul said.

“I can't. I'm afraid of Miss Mortensen. She gets mad sometimes.”

Paul rolled his eyes in disgust and started into the house, “You just
get under the bed or table and cover your head with your hands.”

“But what if...” Ginny started to follow him.

Paul stopped her, “They won’t bomb here. That's overseas in
England and Germany, okay? Now leave me alone.”

He threw his jacket on the chair and went directly to the corner of the
living room where he had his crystal radio kit set up on a card table.

Ginny was glad to be home. As she sat on the floor kicking her way
out of her old boots and snow pants, she chattered to Paul about her bad
day at school...the class laughing at the wet streaks on the floor, and what
Miss Mortensen had said to her. Paul kept his head down, working silent-
ly on his radio.



When Ginny gained freedom from her snow pants, they lay on the
floor in a heap, and she gave them a kick. She wanted to hide the pants
or burn them.

Paul looked up from his work. “Hey, get those things out of here.
They stink!”

Ginny looked up in surprise as he suddenly crossed the room. He
grabbed the snow pants up by their suspenders and swung them around
his head, filling the room with the smell of wet wool. Opening the front
door he ran off the porch. Still whirling the pants by the suspenders, he
slung the pants out across the yard and into the street. Brushing his
hands together, he turned slowly and came back into the house.

Ginny had watched from the doorway, frozen in disbelief. As soon as
Paul came through the door, she closed it with a hard, final slam. She
turned around with a triumphant look on her face.

Ginny twirled around in a circle twice, “Thank you, thank you.” She
stopped and grinned at her brother. “| won't tell Mom. Paul, | would never
tattle on you.”

Paul stood looking at Ginny for several seconds. “No, you aren’t a
tattle-tale, that's true.”

“When dad comes home, he will never make me wear those stupid
old snow pants and ugly clothes, will he?”

“No, Paul told her quietly. Dad wouldn’t want you to have to do that.”

Paul returned to his radio set in the corner. But instead of working,
he sat quietly looking at his dad’s picture he had propped up on books.

He turned to his sister, “Ginny, | remember Miss Mortensen when |
had her in second grade. She’s a mean, old bat, and she shouldn’t have
said some of those things to you. Never mind if the kids laughed, cause
they’ll laugh at anything.”

“Well, | wasn't a cry baby at school in front of all the kids anyway,” she
said. She was reaching to put her coat on the closet door hook.

“Good, said Paul. You'll get over that crying stuff one of these days.”

Paul turned back to his radio, then looked up again. “Come over
here, and you can help me work on my radio.”

Her steps were hesitant as she headed toward the corner chair. She
sat down carefully beside him. He handed her a wire to hold.

“I’'m going to stop by Elaine’s house in the morning so we can walk to
school together, Ginny said. You don’t have to wait for me, Paul.”

She held the wire out in readiness for him. “If Mom gets sugar today,
maybe she’ll make us some fudge tonight.”

“Maybe she will.” Paul said, reaching for the wire Ginny offered.
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