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STRUCTURAL AND FUNCTIONAL FEATURES OF THE BURSA OF 

FABRICIUS IN DOMESTIC AND WILD BIRDS  
Histological studies showed that the bursa of Fabricius in domestic chicken 

(Gallus domesticus), ducks (Anas platyrhynchos domesticus), geese (Anser anser), guinea 
fowl (Numida meleagris), quail (Coturnix coturnix), domestic turkey (Meleagris 
gallopavo), dove (Columba livia), magpie (Pica pica) and gray crow (Corvus cornix) has 
the equal microscopic structure. It has cavity and wall. The wall is formed by mucous, 
muscular and serous membranes. The cavity of the bursa of Fabricius connected with 
cloaca by thin duct. The mucous membrane has folds of different shape and size. Their 
number varies among bursa of different species of birds. There are rows of lobules 
(lymphoid nodules or follicles) in the folds of bursa which assure bursa’s function as the 
central organ of hematopoiesis and immune system. Furthemore, peripheral lymphoid 
tissue represented in the mucosa of bursa of Fabricius. It is represented by diffuse and 
nodular form. Most lymphoid tissue found in the ductal mucosa of bursa of Fabricius 
which, as noted above, connects the cavity of bursa with cloaca. 
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