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A cultural anthropological approach to investigate the relationship between
social connections and health status in an aged community: A report of a
preliminary study in the (B) community, (A) district, Oga-city, Akita
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Abstract : Many studies have been conducted using the concept of social capital in the field of health recently. These
studies typically have two problems. The first is that they do not pay close attention to the actual situation of social
capital, although there are real differences amongst communities. The second is that they do not discuss causation
between social capital and health status. Thus, in this study, we utilize a cultural anthropological approach to
investigate the relationship between the social structure and the health status of a given group, based on a survey of
the characteristics of social structure in the subject community. The participants are located in the (A) district of Oga-
city, Akita, where we have been conducting fieldwork since April, 2015. According to our preliminary fieldwork, we
have discovered results, which suggest that the connection amongst the people was strong in the subject community,
which has a relationship with social organizations such as a kin group, agricultural study meeting, and so on. In this

article, we present our research framework based on data from our preliminary fieldwork.
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