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A Study of Hemodialysis Patients and their needs for medical and social services
in Akita City.
(1st. Report)
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Summary : In order to better understand the medical and social services needs of patients receiving hemodialyis in Akita
a questionnaire was administered to these patients. 362 responses were received from 9 hospitals within Akita City. These
were analysed and the conclusions are as follows:

1. The major concerns of respondents were the costs of attendance by family members at hospital and the costs of medical
care and medications.

2. Some patients coped with ADLs with minimal assistance but others required assistance with both light and heavy tasks
3. While there was a variety of answers to the question regarding social welfare services most participants indicated a
desire to receive different kinds of social welfare services than had been provided in the previous 6 months.

In light of these findings we recommend the development of individualised medical and social welfare services to support

hospital visits and quality of life for hemodialysis patients.

keywords : hemodialysis patients, attendance hospitals, long-term care insurance, medical and social services
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