Northern Michigan University
The Commons

Conference Presentations

7-11-2014

Do the Math! Grading Scales and Grade Inflation

Amy S. Orf
Northern Michigan University, aorf@nmu.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://commons.nmu.edu/facwork conferencepresentations

b Part of the Educational Assessment, Evaluation, and Research Commons

Recommended Citation

Orf, Amy S., "Do the Math! Grading Scales and Grade Inflation" (2014). Conference Presentations. Paper 143.
http://commons.nmu.edu/facwork_conferencepresentations/143

This Conference Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by The Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Conference

Presentations by an authorized administrator of The Commons. For more information, please contact kmcdonou@nmu.edu,bsarjean@nmu.edu.


http://commons.nmu.edu?utm_source=commons.nmu.edu%2Ffacwork_conferencepresentations%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://commons.nmu.edu/facwork_conferencepresentations?utm_source=commons.nmu.edu%2Ffacwork_conferencepresentations%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://commons.nmu.edu/facwork_conferencepresentations?utm_source=commons.nmu.edu%2Ffacwork_conferencepresentations%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/796?utm_source=commons.nmu.edu%2Ffacwork_conferencepresentations%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://commons.nmu.edu/facwork_conferencepresentations/143?utm_source=commons.nmu.edu%2Ffacwork_conferencepresentations%2F143&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:kmcdonou@nmu.edu,bsarjean@nmu.edu

Do the Math! Grading
Scales and Grade Inflation
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Typical Grading Scales
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Alternative Grading S
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The Carrot vs. the Stick







Conclusions

» The grading scale set forth in the course syllabus can result in grade
inflation AND deflation. The higher the ratio of effort-based grades with
respect to performance-based grades, the more inflated and deflated
students’ final grades may become.

 Typically, students with the highest performance-based grades stand to
gain the least and lose the most from effort-based grades, while
students with the lowest performance-based grades stand to gain the
most and lose the least.

* The alternative grading scale prevents grade inflation, but can still lead
to grade deflation. This scale is more egalitarian than traditional grading
scales, and the addition of the carrot can help motivate students.

* It is up to each instructor to find the right balance between effort and
performance in the grading scale. So do the math!
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