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“The Road to Truth” —Why Norinaga
made a political Proposal—

Toshio Takano

It was the severe famine during the period from 1783 to 1787
that brought Japan into an extreme confusion. In order to find a
way to get out of this suffering, Harusada Tokugawa, the Lord of
Kii, publicly announced that he was willing to accept scholars’
opinions on politics. Norinaga Motoori was among those who
proposed opinions to the Lord. He wrote his ideas and opinions in
his book entitled Hihon Tama-Kushige (Private Volume: A Beau-
tiful Box of Combs]). Until then, Norinaga had been confined in
the study of Japanese classical literature keeping himself away
from the world. Now, he openly stated his opinion about the
politics of his time.

Why did he make such a proposal? What significance did it
have for a civil scholar of literature to support the Tokugawa
Regime and the Feudal Kingdom of Kii which had no definite

policy to make a break-through in the devastating famine?

The proposal of Norinaga was against the benefit of the
common people in the Kii Kingdom; it was a kind of betrayal to
them. Besides, there was no possibility for an amateur’s proposal
to have any influence on real politics.

This paper discusses Norinaga’s intention of such proposal in
relation to his trial to acquire disciples later in his life.

Received Apr.27, 1994

KESK=#

Hit+— (] PL0) & K-LEEBEZRIECHS
SCEN M%mHh%kﬁmﬁéﬂ(M%A W0 1 BRNHE

t 4

ift

i ”., ) e+

(1P & KEN- (1 P]-=Z9) & K

KE-P (| =Znin=n) $uin C UEEC RSV
20 APONEC UEHKESKEE DR O &7

[EREL] »% Lo UEHIKENE BEICKEX

REO R HDLXmOCERWIER Y R {mVsgRE
UEXEEs KU [+ OB HE LS~ OO’ P
O Y LmQimEUAHEC KEX vyiss” HERzEv
%%I:%i 8RBT AD A

NEREICKEX N BREKCYEEHS UrHQ

(15)

292



