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Elementary School Home Economics in
Gifu Prefecture since World War I (1) :
a Review of Curriculum Guidelines
and Teaching

By Hiroko Yamaguchi

The education system of Japan underwent a major reform shortly after the Second World
War in March 1947. In elementary education the subject titled Housekeeping and Sewing, which
had been taught exclusively to girls, was renamed Home Economics to be taught to both girls and
boys in the fifth and sixth grades.

Nearly forty years has passed since the introduction of Home Economics into school
curriculum and the subject has gone through a number of changes. In this article changes in
curriculum guidelines during these years will be discussed first. Then research activities and
practical aspects of elementary school Home Economics will be reviewed year by year by relating
to policies and activities of Gifu Prefecture Board of Education and various research

organizations.
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