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In the beginning of Edo Period, there were two distinctive
classes of yujo, prostitutes, one being high-class prostitutes who
entertained lords, aristocrats, and rich merchants, and the other
those who entertained soldiers and common people.

The former class of prostitutes carried an atmosphere of
classic taste in their songs and dances performed in their houses
as they played traditional musical instruments such as biwa and
koto. They called themselves by elegant false names and at-
tracted men by their womanly charm tinted with high-class at-
mosphere.  Their performance was called yujo-noh played
mainly in Kyoto.

The latter class of prostitutes, called Osho, danced a mimic
dance of Izumo-no-Okuni, accompanied by a new musical in-
strument, shamisen. They quickly took a new fashion of kabuki-
mono, slanted fellow, into their mannish dance and called them-

selves by mannish names. They not only performed in Kyoto

but also travelled all over Japan dancing yujo-kabuki.

Thus, the kabuki-odori originated by Isumo-no-Okuni was
transformed into ywjo-kabuki by yujo in Rokujo-yanagimachi in
Kyoto, and later when it was forbidden by Tokugawa legislature,
it was again transformed into wakashu-kabuki, a new type of ka-
buki performed only by young men. While yujo-noh which was
supported by a handful eletes could find no successor in the later
times, yujo-kabuki continued receiving an ardent support from
soldiers and common men and finally was settled deep in the
community.

Through the figures of those low-status supporters, I should
like to present some characteristics of yujo-kabuki in the present
paper, since such an approach has never been taken and the real

value of it in the history of kabuki has long been left unclear.
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