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Kyowa in First-encounter Conversations among Three Persons
—A Perspective from Back-channeling—

Yoko OTSUKA

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine how three Japanese males use back-channels in four kinds of first-
encounter conversations, to investigate the placement where back-channels are used and to analyze how co-
operative conversational development (kyowa) is conducted.

Various linguistic strategies are employed in order to let the listeners use back-channels, and back-

channels are used at the end of the fragments of the utterances in Japanese.
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