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A Survey of Osechi-ryori in the Hida and Seino Regions
of Gifu Prefecture (Part]])
— Regarding the Image of Osechi-ryori —

Yuko Furuhashi « Toshiko Kuroki * Yoshihiro Saito
Summary

A questionnaire regarding the image of Osechi-ryori (the festive traditional
Japanese food eaten at New Year’s) was administered to the students and
mothers of a representative junior high school in the Hida region of Gifu
prefecture (N school) and to the students and mothers of a representative junior
high school in the Seino region of Gifu prefecture (G school). The data was an
alyzed by the semantic differential method and factor analysis, and the results

were as follows:

1) From a gender perspective, females have a higher image of the taste of
Osechi-ryori than males in both junior high schools. Based on local distinctions,
students at N school have a better image of Osechi-ryori than students at G
school, as indicated by such words in the replies of N school students as, “a
balanced diet,” “many favorite foods included,” “familiarity,” “pleasurable,”
“beautiful decorations,” and “necessities.”

2) When focusing on local distinctions between the mothers of the local regions,
mothers of students from N school were found to have a better image of Osechi-
ryori than mothers of students from G school as indicated by such words in

”

their replies as, “tasty,” “many favorite foods included,” and “elegance.”
3) The authors surveyed image profiles of local distinctions, family-formed

distinctions, and gender distinctions among the students of the representative
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junior high school students from the local regions. In addition, the authors
compiled image profiles of local distinctions and family-formed distinctions
among the mothers of the students. No significant difference among family-
formed distinctions between the students and mothers of the two representative
junior high schools, however, significant differences could be observed among
the two groups regarding local distinctions.
4) Several local distinctions between the representative junior high schools
from the two regions could be discerned after factor analysis. There were seven
factors among the respondents of G school, including: daintiness and good
impression; gaudy; unhealthy; ideal; good chewingsensation; standardized taste;
and, formal. There were six factors among the respondents of N school, includi
ng: daintiness and good impression; formal; unhealthy; western; individual
taste; and, standardized taste.

Received Oct. 30, 1999
Key words:Semantic differential method, factor analysis, Image of Osechi-

ryori.
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