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THE JOURNAL OF

APPELLATE PRACTICE
AND PROCESS
FOREWORD
THE SPECIAL SECTION

I learned while readying this issue for publication that Linda
Greenhouse was leaving her post as the Supreme Court
correspondent at the New York Times. Had I been putting first
things first, my initial reaction would have been to consider her
departure’s likely effect on the appellate world. And those
thoughts would have prompted a moment's regret: Perhaps |
should have asked her to write for Covering the Appellate Couris
when 1 had the chance.

But that’s not what happened. My first reaction was to tell
myself that it couldn’t be true. Greenhouse had been covering
the Court since before | started law school. and despite having
attended the thirtieth reunion of my college class in the spring, |
was unwilling to credit a story that provided still more evidence
of my advancing age. And as for regret, | didn’t suffer any, even
after realizing that T wouldn't have the opportunity to solicit a
contribution from Greenhouse before she started at Yale.

I would of course have been happy to have Greenhouse as a
contributor to Covering the Appellate Courts, but it already
includes essays by two other members of that small but
influential group of elite Supreme Court correspondents. Lyle
Denniston of Scotusblog has been covering the Court for fifty
vears, and his incisive essay demonstrates that even in the
Internet age, the best of the reporters covering the appellate
courts feel driven not just to get the story, but also to understand
the case behind it so well that they get the story right. Tony
Mauro of American Lawyer Media has devoted years of his own
to reporting on the Court and, with that experience as
background, reflecting more generally on the role of the
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appellate courts. His suggestions for ways in which appellate
judges might improve their relationships with Fepresentatives of
the media reflect hoth those vears of experience and (hat
thoughtful approach. With these two on board, | can say with
confidence that the disﬁng:;ishad-Suprem&Com-rcpancr spats
in this issue’s special section are ably filled,

Foreword 1o vanisy, And I must alsg apologize to Robert
Katzmann ang Russell Wheeler, because in material added to a
footnote in their article, I referred 1o Representatives Richard A.

NBM
Little Rock
July 29, 2008
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