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Scrapbook p. 56

Rev. Charles Hodge to Bishop C. P. McIlvaine

Princeton, June 23%rd, 1862

My dear Charles,

The newspapers inform me of your return from Europe &

presence in “zshington. I write to you for a selfish object.

I

want to avail myself of your influence with the Government. The

only favor I hesve ever asked of men in our ministry is the

appointment of my son John Bayard Hodge as Second Lieutenant of

infentry in the U.3. Army. I ground this request not so much in

the fact thet he is comretent for the duties of such a nosition

beinz 27 years old, of sound constitution, ewxemplary norsl &
h)

Christiasn character, of zreat integrity & honorable feelirz -
9 =

I
but, I sdmit mszinly on the fact uhdt I heve done what I could to
serve my country unct only =s a minister & professor for forty years,
tut as an of the Princeton Review, the oldest % widest
quartly Review in the Country (the Xorth ‘merican ewcented)., I
have G%renuougly advocated on all the zrest questions of the dsy
sourd, conservetive, patriotic views. 3Zone of the =zrticles from
my per heve treen revnrianted in wvarious forms & circuleted to the
evtent of filfty, and in some cases a nundred thousand conies.
Ceeinz that rewspaver editors % politicians of every zrade succeed
in their apvlications for office T have felt chazrined thst 2y
request Tor the lowest of military commiscsions should be disregsried.
I hsve been the more surp:'seﬁ at this seeirzs that ©v request uas
baclkted not by the mere formsl endorsemen but by the zeslous
sdvocacy of Gov. Czden, on. ”m. “enning Lor & Ten Eyck & Repre-
centatives Wivon &% Stratton all o° this state, tesides other
influential gentlenen. Iy sorn is now a second lieuternant of the
10th NMew Jdersey legiment stetioned at Tashington, . 2. Murohy
being Colonel.

¥now thaet ycu have free access to the secretsries &
sresident % knovwing that ycu have their full confidence, I venture
to ask thzt you would use your influence to secure the cobject I
have in view. I do this the mnore freely because I an convinced
thet dning a like service for you would give me the sincerest
vlessure.

T wrote to vou on this sub
letter did not reach Veshinzton unti
on vour wsy to ;urope.
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Charles Eodge
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House of Reonresent

¢t several months &30 but my
after you had left that city

Lffectionately your friend,

Notes: Charles Hodze A.M., D.D., LL.D. was a member of the Class
of 1Q1? st Frinceton and LicIlvaine of the Class of 1316,
Penningzgto 1la there was 1213. 45 wes Dodze,
1ce€to st An ex Governor of liew Jersey
of i a VI
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