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SOMETIMES
BEAUTIFUL
THINGS
COME
IN
SMALL
PACKAGES!

PLEASE JOIN US/

The . -
William and Mary Middle Eastern Music Ensemble
Plays Half-a-Concert!!

This Wednesday Evening, November 20, 1996 at 8:00 p.m. in Ewell Hall

Also on the program: Chamber music by Mozart and Beethoven!
***Yet another wonderful concert organized by Burt Kester!***















Enliven Your Ears! Please Your Palette

The Mediterranean Minstrels

play The Pita Inn!
Saturday, January 18, 1997, 8:00 p.m.

- AN

T e

Join Us for an evening of music from the Middle East and
Mediterranean at
THE PITA INN
on THE CORNER in
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA

The Mediterranean Minstrels are a group of musicians from
Williamsburg who play Arab, Turkish, Greek, and Armenian
music on traditional instruments including
the ‘ud, qanun, nay, riqq, daff, and darabukkah.

For more information please contact
George at The Pita Inn, (804) 293-5445
or Anne Rasmussen in Williamsburg (757) 221-1097.
See you there!









The College Of

Department of Music

P.O. Box 8795
Williamsburg, Virginia 231878795

Anne K. Rasmussen, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Music & Ethnomusicology

tel: (757)221-1097 1 fax: (757) 221-3171§ home: (757) 229-4299
E-mail: akmsm@facstaff.wm.edu

March, 1997
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

As you may have heard The William and Mary Middle Eastern Music Ensemble is in full
swing with 18 musicians playing instruments typical of urban Arab and Turkish music:

* 'ud -- a short necked fretless lute

e ganun -- a 72-string zither shaped like a trapezoid

* nay -- areed flute

* kamanjah -- Western violin, funed and played in a manner idiomatic to the Middle East
* ‘cello -- also played in a manner idiomatic to the Middle East

* rigq -- 10-12 inch tambourine with heavy brass cymbals

* daff — 12-20 inch frame drum

* darabukkah -- ceramic, vase-shaped drom

Last semester our performance for a "haflah" hosted by the Marhaba Club - an apolitical,
non-denominational organization of Arab Americans in the Tidewater area -- was met with great
enthusiasm and critical acclaim. We have also performed for the celebration of the end of Ramadan,
at the invitation of the Muslim Students Association, and for a packed house at the Reves Coffee
Hour. A smaller subset of the ensembleThe Mediterranean Minstrels, performed at Dr. Jim Bill's
~ book signing event at the college bookstore and also has a standing invitation to play in
Charlottesville, where we traveled to perform this January.

_ Our upcoming concert, Saturday, March 22nd at 8:00 p.m. is a part of the Ewell Concert
Series, when we will perform with a fabulous guest artist from Toronto, Canada, Dr. George Sawa.
Originally from Alexandria, Egypt, Dr. Sawa is formidable intellectual, master musician, gifted
teacher, and delightful person. In addition to his rehearsal and performance with the ensemble, Dr.
Sawa will be speaking about his scholarship on musical and intellectual life in Medieval Baghdad in
MUS 365: Music Cultures of the Middle East, Thursday, March 20, 2-3:20 in Ewell 151. Dr.
Sawa's presentation: "Middle Eastern Music Discourse: A Window on Islamic Civilization" on
March 20 is of course open to the public.

We extend a warm welcome to our friends, on campus and off, to attend our Spring Concert
on Saturday, March 22nd and reception afterwards. While the ensemble has performed in a variety
of contexts this year, our formal concert in Ewell Hall is the event where we invite a guest artist
whose repertoire we can study and with whom we can work in rehearsal. Please bring this event to
the attention of your friends and students. Perhaps you could post the flyer on the opposite side of
this letter? Our concert on March 22nd will be a lively evening of fantastic music and we'd like to

pack the hall! Thankym/s?port. We hope to see you there!
//M/W«A\

Anne K. RasmuSsen
) Director, The William and Mary Middle Eastern Music Ensemble
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