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ABSTRACT

The p ra c t i c a l  purpose of t h i s  study was to loca te  the s p a t ia l  dimen­
sions o f  the o r i g i n a l  churchyard around the E l izabe th  C i t y  Par ish Church. 
This was accomplished using h i s t o r i c a l  and archaeo log ica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  
The l o t ,  which was surveyed and valued at 1 -1 /2  acres, was acqui red in 
1727; the church b u i l d in g  was completed in 1728; and the churchyard w a l l ,  
made o f  b r i c k ,  was cons truc ted  in  1759. The churchyard, enclosed w i th  the 
b r ic k  w a l l ,  was 1 acre. The re c ta n g u la r -1 ik e  enclosure became the legal 
boundaries o f  the church l o t  in  succeeding years f o r  the a b u t t i n g  proper­
t i e s .  A f t e r  reviewing the deeds to  a d jo in in g  p ro p e r t ie s ,  a dimension f o r  
the b r ic k  wal l  was determined. Archaeology v e r i f i e d  the t ru e  dimensions 
w i th  the lo c a t io n  of the undis turbed corners.

The l o t  i s  o r ien ted  w i th  the g r id  plan o f  the town plan l a i d  down in 
1692, when Hampton became a l e g i s l a t e d  por t  town. Comparisons w i th  a p p l i ­
cable towns were made. The lo c a t io n  o f  the l o t  i s  re la te d  to  the s p a t ia l  
o rg a n iza t io n  of the pa r ish  community, i t s  real  and symbolic space.

To b e t t e r  understand the presence o f  enclosure and e s p e c ia l l y  ones 
made o f  b r i c k ,  several v a r ia b le s  were chosen from the c u l t u r a l  system to  
in v e s t ig a te  f o r  t h e i r  pe r t inence  in  the b u i l d in g  o f  enc losures .  The 
v a r ia b le s ,  which were cons idered,  are governmental p o l i c i e s  and l e g i s l a ­
t i o n ,  economic/environmental c o n d i t i o n s ,  Angl ican t r a d i t i o n s ,  soc io ­
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  and p ra c t i c e s ,  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  town and b u i l d in g  p lans. 
The t h e o r e t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  the study i s  to  demonstrate the value of 
cons ider ing  several independent v a r ia b le s  which can a f f e c t  a dependent 
v a r ia b le .  The " s in g le  cause f o r  a s in g le  e f f e c t "  i s  re je c ted  in favo r  o f  a 
m u l t i p l e  pe rspe c t ive .

x



THE CHURCHYARD ENCLOSURE AROUND THE ELIZABETH CITY PARISH CHURCH 

OF 1728: WITH SYSTEMIC AND PROXEMIC CONSIDERATIONS



INTRODUCTION

The present enclosure around S t .  John's Episcopal Church in downtown 

Hampton, V i r g i n i a ,  d ivu lg e s  an obvious image o f  con t inua l  expansion. The 

enc losure surrounds the church b u i l d i n g ,  pa r ish  house, and b u r ia l  grounds. 

The enc losure i t s e l f  i s  a b r ic k  wal l  o f  var ious  c o n s t ru c t io n s .  I t s  dimen­

sions resemble an angular  amoeba as i t  spreads out from the cen t ra l  

nuc leus, which i s  an Engl ish  c ru c i fo rm  church. The cemetery s t i l l  has 

empty p lo t s ,  so th a t  f o r  several decades, the p ro t ru s io n s  of the amoeba are 

f ro ze n ,  as you see them today.

A f t e r  study ing the present enc losure ,  the churchyard 's  lo c a t io n  w i t h in  

the community i s  no t iced  to  be at the end o f  the "downtown m a l l " .  The main 

business tho rough fa re ,  l i k e  so many c i t i e s  now, which have popu la t ions in 

the suburbs, has become a wide landscaped b r i c k  and cement walkway. I t  is  

devoid of auto t r a f f i c  and no ise. This lends a c o n t ra s t  to  the " romantic"  

s e t t i n g  o f  the Georgian church b u i l t  in  1728. The church is  surrounded by 

a b r ic k  w a l l ;  the grounds are carpeted in grass and b r ic k  walks,  w i th  

magnol ia and crepe m y r t le  t rees  s t i l l  standing from t h e i r  p la n t in g  in the 

e a r ly  tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry .  The present a r t i f i c i a l i t y  o f "downtown" c o n f l i c t s  

w i th  the c o lo n ia l  church. I t s  placement a t the end o f  a main thoroughfa re  

i s  a reminder o f i t s  p u b l ic  s ig n i f i c a n c e  in  1728, when Queen S t ree t  was an 

a c t i v e l y  t r a v e le d  ro u te ,  by businessmen, re s id e n ts ,  and t r a v e l e r s ,  o f  a 

po r t  town.

The amoeba-l ike w a l ls  o f  the churchyard are a lso  reminders o f  a past 

h i s t o r y ,  s ince they e x h ib i t  m u l t i p l e  re p a i rs  and extens ions.  The present 

image o f  the churchyard r e a l l y  r e f l e c t s  the romantic s e t t i n g s ,  so popular

2



CHAPTER I

PART 1. THE HISTORY OF ELIZABETH CITY PARISH AND ITS CHURCH SITES

The c o lo n ia l  h i s t o r y  o f  E l izabe th  C i ty  County begins in the l a t e

1570 's .  During these y e a rs ,  several Spanish J e s u i t s  l i v e d  among the 

Ind ians b r in g ing  to the abor ig ines  t h e i r  f i r s t  knowledge of European

c u l t u r e  in  the form o f  m iss ionary  zea l .  By 1588, the m iss io n a r ie s  had

d ied ,  presumably k i l l e d  by the loca l  Ind ians (T a y lo r ,  1960:5-7) .

The abor ig in e s  along the James R iver  estuary were next to  meet 

Europeans in A p r i l  of  1607. The Engl ish  c o lo n iz in g  exp ed i t io n  landed near 

Old Poin t Comfort before they cont inued u p r iv e r  to  Jamestown. According to

Wi l l iam  Strachey, t h e i r  v i l l a g e  had 300 wigwams and 1000 members, which had

re c e n t ly  been reduced a f t e r  being conquered by Powhatan (McCabe, 1853:12). 

Powhatan's son, Pochin, had been made c h ie f  o f  the Kecoughtans. The 

c o lo n i s t s  found the in h a b i ta n ts  f r i e n d l y  and ho sp i ta b le .  John Smith v i s t s

them in  the f a l l  o f  1607 and trades copper and hatchets fo r  16 bushels of

corn to  feed the s ta rv in g  s e t t l e r s  a t Jamestown.

However, an in c id e n t  on J u ly  6, 1610, a t Fort  A lgernourne, b u i l t  upon 

Old Po int  Comfort in  1609, would lead to  the enmity between the Ind ians and 

the s e t t l e r s .  Humphrey B lu n t ,  one of S i r  Thomas Gate's men, was k i l l e d  by 

Ind ians from Nansemond, w h i le  he was recover ing a longboat near the f o r t .  

Even though John Smith 's  map places the Nansemonds at l e a s t  f i f t e e n  mi les 

south o f  the Kecoughtans, S i r  Thomas Gates revenges B lu n t ' s  death upon the 

Kecoughtans, d r i v i n g  them away on J u ly  9.

With the Ind ian po pu la t ion  subdued along the nor th  bank o f  the James 

River es tu a ry ,  se t t lement  immediately  expanded from Jamestown to  t h i s  area, 

l a t e r  in  1610. Lord Delaware au thor ized  the b u i l d in g  o f  For t  Henry and

8
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in the n ine teen th  cen tu ry .  The quest ions a r i s e ,  such as, when t h i s  church 

was b u i l t  in  1728, d id  i t s  yard  have b r ic k  wal ls?  Did the yard fu n c t io n  as 

a romantic s e t t i n g  f o r  b u r ia l s ?  What was the s ize of the o r i g i n a l  church­

yard and was i t  enclosed? How d id  t h i s  churchyard o f  the e a r ly  e igh teenth  

century compare w i th  o thers o f  the same era? How did geographic region 

and/or  r e l i g i o u s  ph i losoph ies  in f lu e n ce  the churchyard 's  fu n c t io n ?  How did 

the phys ica l a t t r i b u t e s  of the enclosure compare w i th  o thers  around s im i l a r  

churches?

The r e l i g i o u s  h is t o r y  o f  c o lo n ia l  V i r g i n i a  is  dependent upon e x is t in g  

records o f  count ies  and o f  churches. The i r  records are l i m i t e d  from the 

co lo n ia l  period a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  through th ree  domestic wars. The Engl ish 

Diocese never assigned a d io ce se 's  o rg an iza t ion  to  V i r g i n i a  which e l i m i ­

nated probable records from an e c c le s ia s t i c a l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n .  There are 

records a v a i l a b le  f o r  the a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  the Angl ican church in V i r g i n i a  

from the Grand Assembly and the pa r ish  v e s t r i e s .  The c o lo n ia l  churches 

s t i l l  s tanding represent a r e l a t i v e l y  good source o f  i n fo rm a t io n ,  but as 

a r t i f a c t s ,  i n fo rm a t io n  about r e l i g i o u s  customs is  l i m i t e d ,  e s p e c ia l l y  since 

the e x t e r i o r s  are u su a l l y  a l l  t h a t  remain o f  the o r i g i n a l .  The i n t e r i o r s  

have been destroyed by wars and the present co n s t ru c t io n  represents  a l a t e r  

c e n tu r y 's  customs. Archaeology in  V i r g i n i a  has been l i m i t e d ,  whether at 

s i t e s  w i th  e x i s t i n g  churches or at s i te s  no longer w i th  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c ­

tu re s .  I f  accomplished, i t  has u su a l l y  concentra ted upon the main b u i l d in g  

and not upon the churchyard. The avoidance of recorded and unrecorded 

b u r ia l s  de te rs  excavat ions to  loca te  the churchyard 's  dimensions. Many 

e x i s t i n g  s t ru c tu re s  s t i l l  have a c t i v e  congregat ions w i th  a " l i v i n g  

cemetery" in which new b u r i a l s  are i n te r re d  amongst those unrecorded.
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Because of the " a c t i v i t y "  in churchyard b u r ia l  grounds, much of the 

prev ious in fo rm a t io n  a v a i l a b l e ,  a r c h a e o lo g i c a l l y , has been in t ruded  upon by 

each new b u r i a l .  Those s i t e s ,  w i thou t  an e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  are s t i l l  

recognized as lega l  b u r ia l  grounds w i th  recorded in te rmen ts .

Nonetheless, w i th  a l l  of  the mishaps and problems concerning church 

h i s t o r y  in  c o lo n ia l  V i r g i n i a ,  a ga the r ing  o f  in fo rm a t ion  about t h e i r  

churchyards and t h e i r  enclosures has been poss ib le .  In o rder  to  c o n t r ib u te  

in a fa c tu a l  way to  the a v a i l a b le  in fo rm a t io n ,  documentary and archaeo­

lo g ic a l  i n v e s t ig a t i o n s  about the enclosure around the 1728 church of 

E l izabe th  C i t y  Pa r ish ,  were undertaken s u c c e s s fu l l y ,  and w i l l  be presented 

in  the con tex t  of t h i s  paper.

To put the in fo rm a t io n  about the enclosures around the E l izabe th  C i t y  

Parish Church o f  1728 i n t o  p e rsp e c t ive ,  a set of v a r ia b le s  was se lec ted 

which would be examined f o r  t h e i r  pe r t inence .  I f  the  v a r ia b le s  examined 

d id appear to  have an in f lu e n c e  upon the enclosure of churchyards, they are 

presented. They compose par t  o f  a system, the i n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  which 

c o n t r ib u te d  to  the ex is tence  of churchyard enclosures. The "cause and 

e f f e c t "  p u r s u i t  o f  many soc ia l  sciences i s  dec l ined  in  pre ference f o r  a 

systemic view. In t h i s  way, several avenues are considered at once and, 

h o p e fu l l y ,  can be shown to  be pa r ts  o f  the same scheme, each c o n t r i b u t i n g  

in fo rm a t io n .  Th e i r  in f lu e n c e s ,  whether predominant or no t ,  a l l  j o i n t l y  

a f fe c te d  the churchyard enclosures du r ing  the e igh teenth  century  in 

T idewater ,  V i r g i n i a .

To enumerate the boundaries o f  t h i s  study i s  now undertaken. Because 

the E l iza b e th  C i ty  Par ish  Church o f  1728 was w i t h i n  a po r t  town community 

and was A n g l ica n ,  these c r i t e r i a  were considered when comparing neighbor ing
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churchyards. A lso ,  the geographic l o c a t i o n ,  T idewater ,  i s  kept cons tan t ,  

and the dates o f  the chu rch 's  co n s t ru c t io n s  are approx imate ly  l a t e  seven­

teenth  and e a r ly  e igh teen th  c e n tu r ie s .  Due to  the s p e c i f i c  nature o f  the 

h i s t o r i c a l  and a rchaeo log ica l  research f o r  t h i s  p ro je c t  about the E l izabe th  

C i ty  Par ish  churchyard w a l l ,  on ly  several comparisons w i l l  be discussed. 

Those churchyards chosen f o r  comparison w i l l  be a rc h a e o lo g ic a l l y  and 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  discussed as much as present in fo rm a t io n  a l low s .  At t h i s  

t im e ,  not enough a rchaeo log ica l  and h i s t o r i c a l  data are a v a i l a b le  about a l l  

churchyard s i t e s ,  f i t t i n g  the above c r i t e r i a ,  to  make any d e f i n i t e  s ta te ­

ments. Pat terns  mentioned, t h e r e fo r e ,  w i l l  on ly  be suggest ive .

For c o n t r a s t ,  Angl ican churches b u i l t  w i t h in  nonport towns or ru ra l  

areas w i l l  be used. For co n t ra s ts  made in  V i r g i n i a ,  Angl ican churches o u t ­

side the Tidewater  region w i l l  be considered i f  a p p l i c a b le .  To c o n t ra s t  

both reg ion and r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s ,  the P u r i ta n s '  meeting houses in New 

England towns w i l l  be mentioned.

The v a r ia b le s  to  be considered w i t h in  the system which w i l l  be 

discussed w i th  respect to  churchyard enc losures, are v a r ia b le s  which 

i n d i r e c t l y  had p o te n t i a l  i n f lu e n c e s .  These i n c lu d e ,  in  general terms, 

governmental p o l i c i e s  and/or  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  economic and/or  environmental 

c o n d i t i o n s ,  s o c io - r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  and p ra c t i c e s ,  Angl ican t r a d i t i o n s ,  and 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p lanning of towns and b u i l d in g s .

Each v a r i a b l e ' s  per t inence  towards the study w i l l  now be d iscussed.

The p ra c t i c e  of enc los ing churchyards needs to  be examined from an admin is ­

t r a t i v e  s ta n d p o in t .  The placement o f  b r i c k  w a l ls  around c o lo n ia l  church­

yards i s  ev iden t  today because b r ic k s  have a degree of permanence compared 

to  p e r ishab le  m a te r ia l s ,  such as wood. The i r  re p a i r  over the yea rs ,  s ince
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t h e i r  f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  has kept them v i s i b l e .  Th e i r  age of co n s t ru c t io n  

was u s u a l l y  in  the e igh teen th  ce n tu ry ,  when the Georgian "age o f  b r i c k "  

became popular  a f t e r  the tu rn  of the cen tu ry .  Several e x i s t i n g  enclosures 

are known to  date from the e igh teen th  cen tu ry :  Bruton Pa r ish ,  Borough

Church, and Blandfo rd  Church. The presence o f  several suggests a general 

p a t te rn .  To help decide i f  t h e i r  presence i s  i s o la te d  or p a t te rn e d ,  a 

review o f  General Assembly and County l e g i s l a t i o n  needs to  be made. F ind­

ing l e g i s l a t i o n  about enclosures around churchyards cou ld ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  make 

t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  remnants more understandable.

Economic c o n d i t io n s  o f te n  a l lo w  or  d is a l lo w  the a f f o r d a b i l i t y  o f  

change. In c lu s io n  of the economic s ta te  in T idewater ,  V i r g i n i a ,  before and 

dur ing  the per iod o f  i n t e r e s t  may add inpu t  ( from 1720-1760). A lso ,  by the 

nature o f  the reg ional economy, c e r t a i n  loca l  environmental s i t u a t i o n s  may 

e x i s t ,  which can in f lu e n c e  a p o ss ib le  p a t te rn .  Cons idera t ions about 

environmental resources, upon which the Tidewater  economy i s  based, th e re ­

f o r e ,  may be va lu a b le .

Next,  the b e l i e f s  and r i t u a l  p ra c t ice s  o f  the c u l t u r e  as a group, are 

cons idered. Because the European s e t t l e r s  in Tidewater  were main ly  

Englishmen of the seventeenth and e igh teen th  c e n tu r ie s ,  the Angl ican 

r e l i g i o n  immigrated w i th  them. The churchyards to  be s tud ied are products 

o f  Ang l icans .  Knowing t h e i r  church h is t o r y  in  England dur ing  and p r i o r  to  

the m id -e igh teen th  cen tu ry  as wel l  as in  V i r g i n i a  w i l l  a l lo w  a b e t t e r  per­

spec t ive  from which to  approach t h e i r  b e l i e f s  and p ra c t i c e s .

For an Ang l ica n ,  the a u t h o r i t y  from the s ta te  and church was i n t e r ­

mingled. Social  l i f e  and r e l i g i o u s  r i t u a l  and b e l i e f s ,  as a r e s u l t ,  were 

c lo s e l y  a k in .  Consequently,  the s o c io - r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  the Angl ican
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immigrants may in f lu e n c e  the presence of enclosure l e g i s l a t i o n .  The 

Angl icans w i l l  use f a m i l i a r  s o c io - r e l i g i o u s  experiences to  adapt to  s i m i l a r  

o r  d i f f e r e n t  p u b l i c  and environmental s i t u a t i o n s .  That i s ,  a church had 

been one o f  the p laces f o r  p u b l i c  ga ther ings  f o r  the Angl icans. The use of 

p u b l i c  space, t h e r e fo r e ,  becomes a fu n c t io n a l  quest ion w i th  regard to 

churchyards ,  an undoubted p u b l i c  space below and above ground. T ra d i t io n s  

may a f f e c t  the manner in which these Angl icans arranged t h e i r  p u b l i c  space.

L a s t l y ,  the a e s th e t i c  idea l  must be considered. C o g n i t i v e l y ,  Durkheim 

would c a l l  i t  t h a t  " l a t e n t  image" which is  made m an i fes t .  This i s  best 

e xe m p l i f ie d  by the a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t rends which were p re va le n t .  The Doppler 

e f f e c t  can be said to  have long range modes, s ince  popular a r c h i t e c t u r e  in 

England was being t r a n s la te d  in  V i r g i n i a  w i th  an approp r ia te  lag t ime d u r ­

ing the e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  Connected w i th  t r a d i t i o n  and the " l a t e n t  

image", the town p la n s ,  in which the churches in  t h i s  study are a p a r t ,  are 

o f  i n t e r e s t .  Th e i r  s p a t ia l  arrangements o f te n  inc lude designated loca les  

f o r  church l o t s .  Perhaps the s ize  o f  the churchyard o f ten  i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  

o f  the s p a t ia l  p lann ing .  Comparison o f  several churchyards and t h e i r  

dimensions might con f i rm  or deny t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .  Comparing town and 

ru ra l  dimensions of churchyards may suggest a p a t te rn .

The c h a p te r ' s  contents  are not n e ce ssa r i l y  about each v a r ia b le  as o u t ­

l in e d  above. In most cases, an attempt is  made to  i n t e g ra te  these v a r i ­

ables th roughout  the n a r ra t i v e  as each sub jec t  is  addressed. The v a r ia b le s  

are mentioned, so th a t  the reader w i l l  know background in fo rm a t io n  has been 

c o l l e c te d  f o r  each sub jec t  from a l l  o f  these dimensions, e i t h e r  from 

secondary or  pr imary sources.
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Fort Charles along the Hampton R ive r .  They were to  fu n c t io n  as barr icades 

aga ins t  the remain ing Ind ians as wel l  as "comfor t  s ta t i o n s "  f o r  new 

a r r i v a l s  s a i l i n g  f u r t h e r  up the James (A rbe r ,  1910:503).  The h is t o r y  of 

E l izabe th  C i t y  Par ish  begins at t h i s  t ime.  The new se t t le m e n t ,  which 

developed near Forts  Henry and Charles along the Hampton R ive r ,  was c a l le d  

by the Ind ian  name K ico ta n ,  (Kecoughtan had var ious Engl ish  s p e l l i n g s ) .

The p o p u la t io n ,  at f i r s t ,  was p r im a r i l y  at the f o r t s .  According to  a 

Spanish spy, Diego de Mo l ina ,  who made h is  repo r t  to  the Spanish ambassador 

in  London, For t  Algernourne in  1611 had 25 men and fou r  i ron  p ieces, wh i le  

Forts  Henry and Charles on ly  had 15 so lders w i tho u t  any a r t i l l e r y  (S ta rkey ,  

1936:10).  The purpose fo r  the two smal ler  f o r t s  might have been less 

m i l i t a r y  and more c o lo n ia l  as at Flowerdew, Jamestown, and Wostenholme 

Town. A c o lo n ia l  p o l i c y  s i m i l a r  to  the one used in I r e la n d ,  which was 

begun by the Eng l ish  in 1609, centers upon a "barrow" or enclosed area 

w i t h in  which are p u b l i c  b u i l d in g s .  Outside the enclosed space, se t t lement  

can occur w i th  p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g s ,  enclosed garden p l o t s ,  and e ve n tu a l l y  a 

" v i l l a g e "  church.

Kecoughtan's p o pu la t ion  in 1616 was 20 men and boys w i thou t  count ing 

the women, as repor ted by John R o l fe ,  who sa i le d  f o r  England w i th  h is  w i fe  

Pocahantas, t h a t  same year  (S ta rkey ,  1936:10).  Rol fe  a lso  mentions the 

popu la t ion  was almost equal to the Ind ians '  before t h e i r  d isp e rs ion  in  

1610. Powhatan's a t t a c k ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  had reduced a t r i b e  o f  1000 t o  1/50 o f  

i t s  o r i g i n a l  s ize .

By 1619, a m i n i s t e r ,  W i l l ia m  Mease, i s  l i s t e d  as re s id in g  at the c i t y  

o f  K ico tan .  A pparen t ly ,  the se t t lement  of Kecoughtan had an o f f i c i a t i n g  

m in i s te r  very e a r l y .  His vocat ion  requi red adherence to  the c o lo n ia l
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r e l i g io u s  p o l i c i e s ,  which were based upon the " C o n s t i t u t i o n  and Canons 

E c c e l e s i a s t i c a l T h e s e  r u b r i c s  had been in  e f f e c t  f o r  the Church of 

England s ince  1603. The i n s t r u c t i o n s  from the Company and l a t e r  the Acts 

passed by the Grand Assembly a f t e r  i t s  fo rmat ion  in 1619 were a l l  modeled 

a f t e r  these ru b r ic s  of 1603 (Goodwin, 1927;77).

Making r e l i g i o u s  tene ts  and having the s e t t l e r s  recognize them were 

impor tan t  co ns ide ra t ions  to  the founders of the c o lo n ia l  se t t lem ents .  The 

V i r g i n i a  Company au tho r ized  mandatory observances. On May 10, 1618, 

Governor A r g a l i ' s  Ed ic t  was f o r  "every person to  go to  church Sundays and 

h o l id a ie s  o r  lye  neck and heels on the Corps du Guard ye n ig h t  f o l lo w in g  

and be a slave ye week f o l l o w i n g ,  ?A o f fence  a month, 3^ a year  and a day" 

(K ingsbury , 1933:93).  By 1618, the p ro te s ta n t  Reformation in Europe and 

England had led to  new p r a c t i c e s ,  however, the church and s ta te ,  which 

combined t h e i r  o rg a n iz a t io n  and a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  cont inued t h e i r  c lose 

a l i  gnment.

The fo rm at ion  o f  parishes was an anc ien t  method o f  church organ iza­

t i o n .  I t  o r i g i n a l l y  occurred as a means to f i n a n c i a l l y  support the loca l  

o f f i c i a l  from the nearby monastery. The o f f i c i a l  was sent by the monastery 

as a m iss ionary  among the loca l  B r i to n  se t t lem en ts .  The C h r i s t ia n  m iss ion ­

ary would speak a t  p u b l i c  ga the r ing  p laces. Soon a cross would be ra ised  

to  designate  the area where C h r i s t i a n  observances took p lace.  Often t imes 

a yew t re e  was p lan ted  th e re ,  or the ga the r ing  place might f i r s t  be beneath 

the broad s h e l t e r  of the branches, which were evergreen. (The evergreen 

symbolized e v e r la s t i n g  l i f e  to  the new C h r i s t i a n s . )  L a te r ,  the pa r ish  

became a convenient pa r t  o f  the s ta te  or manorial  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  whenever 

p u b l i c  suppor t ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  or  o the rw ise ,  was needed.
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For the Eng l ish  in the New World the importance o f  a place to  worship 

was o ld ,  as wel l  as the r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a m is s io n iz in g  s p i r i t .  The 

"m iss ion"  p a r ish ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  was designated by the Company and l a t e r  by the 

General Assembly as an e f f e c t i v e  suppor t.  The par ish  o rg a n iza t io n  would 

support both the s ta te ,  which was s low ly  being e s ta b l i s h e d ,  as wel l  as the 

church.

At f i r s t ,  the Company's c h a r te r  (1609) in  V i r g i n i a  designated each one 

o f  the " c i t i e s "  to  be a p a r ish .  In 1615, the " c i t y "  o f  K ico ta n ,  l i k e  

Jamestown and H e n r i c o p o l i s ,  p lanted by Dale f u r t h e r  up the James, were a l l  

pa r ishes .  H e n r ico p o l i s  and Jamestown had m in i s te r s  o f f i c i a t i n g  in the new 

par ishes before 1619 when Mease is  recorded as being in K ico tan .  Reverend 

Alexander Whitaker who resided at Rock H a l l ,  h is  church lands, two m i les  

above H e n r i c o p o l i s ,  had an M.A. from Cambridge. On h is  100 acres ,  which he 

impaled, he had "a f a i r e  framed house" according to  Ralph Hamor in 1615 

(Goodwin, 1927:40).  Whi taker u n fo r tu n a te ly  drowned in the James River in 

1617. Reverend Hooker who presided at Jamestown a lso died a f t e r  h is  e a r ly  

a r r i v a l .  He died from the plagues p reva len t  in e a r ly  Jamestown in 1617.

In 1616, the new c h a r te r  o f  the Company organized the s e t t l e d  areas 

i n to  c o rp o ra t io n s .  Sett lement was spreading away from the " c i t i e s "  along 

the r i v e r s  as la rg e  t r a c t s  o f  land were granted f o r  tenant  c u l t i v a t i o n .  

Parishes became coextens ive w i th  the c o rp o ra t io n s .  A c o rp o ra t io n  could 

c o n s is t  o f  the p la n ta t i o n  s e t t le m e n ts ,  p u b l i c  lands ,  and glebe lands. 

P la n ta t io n  land ( the hundred) was acquired by s tockho lders  in  the Company. 

To acqu i re  the land ,  a bargain  was set whereby the landowner had to  send 

tenants  to the t r a c t s  to  begin a se t t lement  and to  c u l t i v a t e .  These t r a c t s  

were u s u a l l y  1500 acres (100 acres /share  o f  s to c k ) ,  and out o f  i t s  c u l t i v a ­



12

t i o n ,  payments towards p u b l i c  expenses were re qu i red .  In each c i t y  were 

p u b l i c  lands o f  1500 acres, which were farmed by tenants  sent by the 

Company. The te n a n ts '  p r o f i t s  were used to  prov ide the s a la r ie s  o f  the 

c i v i l  o f f i c e r s .  The Glebe (100 acres) f o r  each c i t y  and p la n ta t io n  was 

c u l t i v a t e d  by tenan ts  fo r  the support o f the m in i s te r  o f  the p a r ish .  The 

Glebe was to  be worked by s ix  te n a n ts ,  th ree  sent by the Company and th ree  

by the owner o f the p la n ta t io n  lands.

B a s i c a l l y ,  a p a r i s h ' s  bounds were determined by the number o f  i n h a b i ­

ta n ts  who could c o l l e c t i v e l y  support a m i n i s t e r ' s  s a la ry ,  and the b u i l d in g  

and re p a i r s  o f  a church and/or  a glebe house. For a w h i le ,  before immigra­

t i o n  and su rv iva l  ra tes  increased,  the bounds equal led e i t h e r  the co rpora ­

t i o n  and/or  the p la n ta t i o n  se t t le m e n t .

When the General Assembly was es ta b l ish e d  in 1619 by the Company under 

S i r  Edwyn Sandys, the colony o f  1000 in h a b i ta n ts  was d ispersed among fo u r  

co rp o ra t io n s  (now c a l le d  boroughs):  The C i ty  o f Henricus,  Charles C i t y ,

James C i t y ,  and Kicowtan. A borough in England was a se t t lem ent  i n i t i a t e d  

by commerce, in  which a convenient market place had developed f o r  t r a d in g .  

By 1619, t h e r e fo r e ,  i t  seems c le a r  t h a t  these " c i t i e s "  were f i r s t  cons id ­

ered as areas of p roduct ion  w i t h i n  a m e rcan t i le  system. The boroughs were, 

secondly , cente rs  f o r  the support o f  r e l i g i o n .  The lack o f  p ro v is io n s  f o r  

sending c le rg y  by the Company and l a t e r ,  the Crown, i s  evidence o f  t h i s  

predominant theme. I t  i s  no wonder t h a t  the "pa r ish es '  bounds" were puzz­

l i n g  at f i r s t ,  s ince  few clergymen, needing glebes and churches, ex is ted  

co n t inu o u s ly  from the t ime o f  se t t lem ent  in  any one borough or p l a n ta t i o n .  

Several years would pass before a clergyman was a v a i la b le  o r ,  i f  one d ied ,  

a new one would a r r i v e .  This s i t u a t i o n  led to  much "corner  c u t t i n g "  by the
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c o lo n i s t s  in  o rder  to  cont inue t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .  They o f ten  accepted unbene­

f i c e d  c le rg y  as the m in i s t e r s  o f  t h e i r  parishes (bene f ice  - l e t t e r  o f  

appointment from the Bishop o f  London).

To compl ica te  m a t te rs ,  the Church o f  England never appointed a bishop 

f o r  V i r g i n i a  as i t s  a d m in is t r a t io n a l  head. As a r e s u l t ,  w i th  the absence 

o f  eccel e s ia s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  the s ta te  (coequal p a r tn e r )  assumed the 

a d m in i s t r a t i o n  of r e l i g i o n  in V i r g i n i a .  There fo re ,  in  1623/4, at the f i r s t  

l e g i s l a t i v e  meeting o f  the Grand Assembly ( c o n s is t in g  o f  two representa­

t i v e s  from each borough and p la n ta t io n  in the House o f  Burgesses, the 

Governor, and the Counc i l )  the f i r s t  seven acts passed d e a l t  w i th  church 

re g u la t io n s  ( H o l t ,  1982 :7) .  By doing t h i s ,  the assembly was con t inu in g  the 

eccel e s ia s t i c a l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  begun by the V i r g i n i a  Company using the 

Canons of 1603.

Act I o f  the Grand Assembly, March 5, 1623/4, ordered "There sha l l  be 

in  every p l a n t a t i o n ,  where the people use to meete f o r  the worship o f God, 

a house or room sequestered f o r  t h a t  purpose and not be used f o r  any 

temporal use whatsoever,  and a place empaled in  ( s i c )  sequestered on ly  to  

the b u r ia l  o f  the  dead" (Hening, 1969 V. I :22 ) .

In the borough of Kicowtan,  the concern o f  the c o lo n i s t s  f o r  C h r i s t ia n  

observances i s  f i r s t  recorded by the General Assembly in 1620. At the 

Assembly's o rg a n iz a t io n a l  meeting, the Assembly rece ived the request from 

Kicowtan re s id e n ts  to  change t h e i r  borough's name. They approved the name 

change to  E l iza b e th  C i ty  to  honor James I ‘ s daughter .  The res iden ts  con­

s idered the name Kicowtan, a pagan observance (S ta rkey ,  1936:9) .  As i f  

t h i s  change re f l e c te d  a growing fe a r  among the c o lo n i s t s  about the Ind ians ,  

tragedy s t ru ck  in 1622. The massacre ended the ex is tence  o f  several



14

e s tab l ished  se t t lem en ts .  L u c k i l y ,  E l izabe th  C i ty  escaped demise; i f  

Ind ians had been in  the re g io n ,  none rose aga ins t  them. Delayed e f fe c t s  

from the massacre on E l iza b e th  C i ty  and the res t  o f the colony occurred two 

years l a t e r .  In June 1624, the V i r g i n i a  Company's c h a r te r  was annul led and 

the colony came under the Crown's j u r i s d i c t i o n .

In October 1624, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the annulment, the General Court o f 

V i r g i n i a  orders the c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  a church on Company land to the east o f 

the Southampton R ive r .  The co u r t  asks the churchwardens o f  the E l izabe th  

Parish to  b r ing  " in  t h e i r e  Accompts wch they have c o l le c te d  and gathered 

upp towards the b u i l d in g  o f  the Church wch is  p re sen t ly  to  be disposed of 

towards ye payment o f workmens wages" (General Court Minutes,  Oct. 10, 

1624). E l iza b e th  C i t y  P a r is h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  documented in  1624, as prepar­

ing a b u i l d in g  f o r  worship in accordance w i th  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  a year 

e a r l i e r .  Along w i th  the church,  an enclosed b u r ia l  ground was to  be 

inc luded ,  according to the law.

The l o c a t io n  o f  t h i s  s t r u c tu re  was discovered by Jacob H e f f e l f i n g e r  in 

1910 and the Assoc ia t ion  f o r  the Prese rva t ion  of V i r g i n i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  

(APVA) a rc h a e o lo g i c a l l y  s tud ied  i t  from 1966-1971. The APVA were able to  

conf i rm i t s  age and i t s  probable a r c h i t e c t u r e .  An h i s t o r i c a l  and archaeo­

lo g i c a l  r e p o r t  by Ms. Eleanor H o l t ,  a member o f  the APVA and the s i t e ' s  

h i s t o r i a n ,  has been prepared and is  awa i t ing  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Ms. Hol t  has 

provided an ex tens ive  documentary h i s t o r y  o f  the e a r ly  E l izabe th  C i t y  

Par ish ,  beginn ing w i th  the chu rch 's  c o n s t ru c t io n  in 1624. I t  is  hoped th a t  

the re p o r t  can be publ ished soon.

In 1620 the Company's c h a r te r  gave the General Court the r i g h t  of 

"patronage o f  the m i n i s t e r  and par ishes o f  the lower Ancient Buroughs."
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The co u r t  on Oct.  10, 1624, t h e r e fo r e ,  appoints  the m in i s te r  f o r  the 

E l izabe th  C i t y  Parish  as wel l  as o rgan iz ing  the payments f o r  the church 

b u i l d in g .  The patronage of m in i s te r s  was e ve n tu a l l y  delegated to  the 

v e s t r i e s  o f  the par ishes by the General Assembly. The Assembly, however, 

re ta ined  the a u th o r i t y  to  c rea te  par ishes.

Because no eccel e s ia s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  from England was ever present fo r  

these patronages, the c i v i l  bodies delegated the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  This 

led to  a v e s t r y  which now had a means to  co n t ro l  t h e i r  p a r is h s '  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The pa r ish  ve s t ry  could use t h e i r  re s p o n s ib i1i t y  to  acqu ire  or re fuse 

c le rg y .  In England, the Bishop o f  each diocese had t h i s  peroga t ive  a f t e r  

the loca l  l o rd  of the manor had suggested a candidate . The Eng l ish  c le rg y  

were p ro tec ted  from loca l  c o n t r o l s ,  which could in f lu e n ce  t h e i r  a d m in is te r ­

ing o f  the pa r ish .  The c o lo n ia l  v e s t r y ,  in  c o n t ra s t ,  now had the power to  

c o n t ro l  l o c a l l y  w i th o u t  a check. The v e s t r y  could go along w i th  or agains t 

the c le rg y  w i th  an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  e f f e c t .  A f t e r  the colony was taken over 

by the Crown, the trends o f  the l e g i s l a t i o n  under the Company's ru le  

con t inued .  The Crown never i n i t i a t e d  f u l l  e c c e le s ia s t i c a l  co n t ro l  by the 

Church o f  England. The Bishop o f  London, almost by d e f a u l t ,  d e a l t  w i th  any 

s t r i c t l y  eccel e s ia s t i c a l  problems. The Crown allowed the c i v i l  bodies to  

con t inue  a d m in is te r in g  the c o lo n ia l  church.

In o rder  to  gain an account o f the co lony,  the K ing 's  commission sent 

an agent t o  c o l l e c t  i n fo rm a t io n .  Between January 20 and February 7,

1624/5, E l iza b e th  C i ty  conta ined 358 re s id e n ts  o f  which 276 were whi te  

males ( Va. Magazine o f  H is to r y  & B iography, 1900, v i i i ,  4 :364 -67 ) .  White 

males above 16 were lev ie d  10 lb s .  o f  tobacco and one bushel o f corn f o r  

the support o f  the p a r i s h 's  m i n i s t e r  in October o f  1624 (General Court
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Minutes, Oct. 10, 1624). I f  the 276 males were o f  t i t h a b l e  age, then 2760 

lb s .  o f  tobacco were c o l le c te d  to  support a m in i s t e r  in  the same year th a t  

money was c o l le c te d  to pay the "workmens wages" f o r  b u i l d in g  the church.

I t  must have been a hardship  to  prov ide  support as a pa r ish  fo r  a m in i s t e r  

and church in  the same year .

E l iza b e th  C i t y  was the most densely populated par ish  at t h a t  t ime 

based on the data c o l le c te d  f o r  the Commission's r e p o r t .  The pa r ish  

inc luded the nor th  bank and south s ide o f  the James, along Sew e l l 's  Point 

and down the E l izabe th  R iver .  The la rge  area of the par ish  increased the 

number o f  re s id e n ts  w i t h i n  i t ,  so th a t  to  fo l l o w  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i th  f i n a n c ia l  

support was probably  e a s ie r  at E l izabe th  C i ty  than at the o the r  s e t t l e ­

ments.

The p a r i s h ' s  area was d iv ided  i n t o  an upper and lower p a r t .  Burgesses 

e lec ted  to  the House came from the lower and upper parishes o f  E l izabe th  

C i ty  beginning in  1628/9 through 1633. According to  George C. Mason, 

h is tog rapher  o f  the V i r g i n i a  Diocese, the upper par t  was the region soon to  

become Lower N o r fo lk  County in  1637. The lower pa r t  o f  the pa r ish  was the 

region f i r s t  s e t t l e d  along the Hampton R ive r .

In 1634 the General Assembly reorganized the c i v i l  des igna t ions  fo r

se t t le m e n ts .  The se t t lements  were arranged in to  sh i res  or coun t ies .  A 

s h e r i f f  and loca l  cou r t  had a lready been fu n c t io n in g  since 1629. The 

l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  count ies  es tab l ished  a c i v i l  o rgan iza t ion  separate from the 

c h u rch 's .  At f i r s t  count ies  were o f ten  coterminous w i th  par ishes .  As the 

popu la t ion  o f  each county grew, o f te n  more than one par ish  was poss ib le  

w i t h i n  each county. The c i v i l  government d id  cont inue to  decide the bounds

o f  the par ishes as wel l  as the coun t ies .
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By 1637 when Lower N o r fo lk  became a county and Warwick Par ish and 

Charles R iver  Parish  branched o f f ,  the o r i g i n a l  geographic area o f  

E l iza b e th  C i ty  became one of the sma l les t  coun t ies .  E l izabe th  C i t y  Parish 

and the county cont inued coterminous from 1637. The number o f  p a r i s h io n ­

ers ,  however, w i t h i n  t h i s  geographic area were enough to  support a church 

and a m in i s t e r  in 1634. The popu la t ion  was recorded a t  859 when the county 

was formed (H o l t ,  1972:44) .  The region remained one of the denser r e s i ­

d e n t ia l  reg ions o f  the co lony.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t i t h a b l e s  from parishes f o r  t h e i r  c le rg y  remained 10 

lb s .  o f  tobacco and one bushel o f  corn from the 1620's t o  1661/2. As the 

tobacco market f l u c tu a te d  g r e a t l y  and the t i t h e  remained f i x e d ,  the 

c l e r g y ' s  income was min imized. Only ten m in i s te r s  f o r  48 par ishes ex is ted  

in  1662 as a r e s u l t .  The a f f o r d a b i 1i t y  by the pa r ish  f o r  a m in i s t e r  

to g e th e r  w i th  re p a i r s  f o r  a church was b e t t e r  a t ta in e d  w i th  the m i n i s t e r ' s  

prolonged f i x e d  r a te ,  however, the m in i s t e r  and the church b u i l d in g  

probably  s u f fe re d .  A h igher  ra te  was f i n a l l y  enacted by the General 

Assembly in  1661/2 a t  "80 lbs  per annum besides h is  p re q u is i t e s  and glebe 

v i z .  i f  in  tobacco a t  the ra te  o f  12 s h i l l i n g s  the hundred, in corne a t t  

ten s h i l l i n g s  per b a r r e l l ,  i f  in money by b i l l s  o f exchange" (Hening, 

1969,11:45) .  In tobacco the per annum amount was to  be 13,333 lb s .  I f  the 

pa r ish  t i t h a b l e s  were s t i l l  j u s t  276 as they were in 1624 when the church 

was b u i l t ,  then each pa r ish  t i t h e  would equal 48-1/3  lb s .  o f  tobacco per 

annum or 4 lbs per month. Presuming the pa r ish  t i t h a b l e s  had increased 

s ince 1624, the cost o f  a pa r ish  m in i s t e r  and a church was not very 

c o s t l y .  Of course the pa r ish  debt ,  a p ub l ic  le v y ,  and a county tax were 

a l l  annual fees. Together,  by 1690, they equaled 100 lb s .  o f  tobacco per 

t i t h a b l e  ( H o l t ,  1982:38).
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In 1661/2, a code, passed by the General Assembly in  March, o u t l in e d  

the o f f i c i a l  d u t ie s  f o r  the pa r ish  v e s t r y .  These e n ta i le d  assessing and 

p ro p o r t io n in g  l e v ie s  fo r  b u i l d in g  and re p a i r in g  churches and chapels , f o r  

p ro v is io n  o f  the poor ,  f o r  maintenance o f  the m i n i s t e r ,  and f o r  o ther  

d u t ie s  necessary f o r  managing paroch ia l  a f f a i r s .  Twelve able men of the 

par ish  were t o  be chosen as vestrymen out o f  which two were to  be appointed 

churchwardens. Annua l ly ,  the ves t ry  and the m in i s te r  to g e th e r  chose the 

wardens whose d u t ie s  were to  keep the church in  r e p a i r ,  prov ide books and 

decent ornaments, a b i b l e ,  common prayer books, and o the r  i tems f o r  the 

church such as a b e l l  when the par ish  was ab le .  The wardens had to  c o l l e c t  

the m i n i s t e r ' s  dues and requested where the pa r ish ion e rs  were to  b r ing  them 

f o r  the m i n i s t e r ' s  conveniency.

Before any warden or vestrymen took o f f i c e ,  an oath of a l l e g ia n c e  to 

the Church o f  England was sa id .  I f  anyone d ied or l e f t  the p a r is h ,  another 

cho ice would be made f o r  a replacement.  The ves t ry  p o s i t i o n  was f o r  l i f e  

w h i le  a warden's was f o r  a yea r .

The code fo r  the ves t ry  empowered them again w i th  paroch ia l  c o n t r o l .  

The pa r ish  was s t ro n g ly  becoming a loca l  s e l f -g o ve rn in g  body. This loca l  

government was inc reas ing  as au thor ized  by the s ta te  l e g i s l a t u r e .

While the wardens probably  pursued t h e i r  d u t ie s  honorab ly ,  the t imbers 

which held the 1624 church to g e th e r  f i n a l l y  became too r o t t e d .  When the 

"Dreadful  Hurry Cane" o f  August 27, 1667 h i t ,  the church, l i k e  o ther  

s t r u c tu re s  along the t i d a l  e s tu a r ie s  probably su f fe red  g r e a t l y  ( H o l t ,  

1982:62-63).  The subsequent d i s r e p a i r  o f  the church, p lus the inconven ien t  

lo c a le  o f the church in a pa r ish  which had expanded in land  to  the west,  a l l  

p r e c ip i t a t e d  the move o f  the p a r i s h ' s  church s i t e .
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I t s  date o f  c o n s t ru c t io n  is  not known s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  however, in  1667 

two documentary re ferences imply  th a t  1) a new church a t  Kicotan ex is ted  

and 2) the  o ld  church was s t i l l  being used as a b u r ia l  place to  a t  l e a s t  

1698, when the o ld church was ordered pu l le d  down. The w i l l  o f  Robert 

Brough requests " b u r ia l  in the o ld pa r ish  church o f  K igguotan",  dated A p r i l  

27, 1667 (McCabe, 1853:123).  In the w i l l  o f  Nicholas Baker,  made on 

December 21, 1667, he asks "my body to  bee decen t ly  bur ied in  ye new church 

o f  K ighotan"  (McCabe, 1853:122).  The new church was in se rv ice  by December 

o f  1667 and perhaps p r i o r  to A p r i l  o f  1667, since  Brough's request p e r ta in s  

to  an "o ld  pa r ish  c h u rch " ,  i n f e r r i n g  i t s  usefu lness had a lready been 

rep laced. I f  the p a r i s h 's  church s i t e  was moved by A p r i l  27, then the 

hu r r icane  in  August would have harmed a church on Hampton Creek, which was 

a lready out of s e rv ice .

The o ld  church was s t i l l  a f a v o r i t e  b u r ia l  spot in 1676. In 1676 John 

Tabb, whose t r a c t  ad jo ined the church l o t  o f  1624, was presented by the 

Grand Jury  as a nuisance. He had barred the "K in g 's  path to  the o ld  church 

and had not made another  (McCabe, 1853:124).  Access i n t o  the o ld  church­

yard was s t i l l  considered necessary in  1676. A tombstone, s u rv iv in g  w i t h in  

the chu rch 's  s i t e ,  appears to  have the date 1691 which again suggests 

con t inua l  use o f  the yard  and the church i n t e r i o r  f o r  b u r i a l s  ( H o l t ,  

1982:69) .

However in 1698, orders a t  a co u r t  held f o r  l a y in g  the p u b l i c  le v y ,  

au thor ized  Walter  Bayley " f o r  p u l l i n g  downe ye o ld  church and s e t t i n g  up 

benches in  ye cou r thouse" ,  f o r  400 lb s .  o f  tobacco (E l iza b e th  C i t y  County 

Court Records, 1688-99).  Th is  re fe rence ends the documented l i f e  o f the 

1624 church s i t e  o f  the p a r ish .
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About the new church s i t e  o f  1667 l i t t l e  in fo rm a t io n  has been 

gathered. I t s  l o c a t io n  was uncovered in  the 1930's by St.  John's p a r i s h ­

io n e rs ,  Mr. Ransome and Mr. D a r l i n g .  The only  publ ished record of t h e i r  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i s  in  Mason's book when he descr ibes the b r i c k  foundat ions  

which had re c e n t ly  been uncovered (Mason, 1945). The West Town Quarte r was 

the l o c a l e ' s  seventeenth century  name. Today the church s i t e  i s  enclosed 

w i th  a modern b r ic k  wal l  along Pembroke Avenue. Several gravestones are 

v i s i b l e  in  the yard  a l l  da t ing  from the l a t e  seventeenth to  the e a r ly  

e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  This pa r ish  church served the town o f  Hampton f o r  61 

yea rs .  Hampton was l e g i s l a t e d  as a po r t  town in  1680 and 1691; i t s  f i n a l  

o rg a n iz a t io n  and survey ing took place in  1692. The 1667 church was one 

m i le  nor thwest o f  the Town's gate which was on West Queen S t re e t  near Back 

Creek.

Since the c o u r t  records e x i s t  from 1688 to  1699 and from 1715 to  1727 

(o rde rs ,  deed, and w i l l s ) ,  a search o f  these fo r  paroch ia l  in fo rm a t io n  

would be an asset f o r  the study o f  the 1667 church s i t e .  I t  would reveal 

the l i f e  o f the church s i t e  and i t s  pa r ish  as the e igh teen th  century 

beg ins ,  a very t r a n s i t i o n a l  per iod f o r  m a te r ia l  c u l t u r e  in c o lo n ia l  

America. I t  i s  in  1724 when grumblings by the pa r ish  in h a b i ta n ts  begin , 

regard ing the p re s id in g  v e s t r y .  These cont inue u n t i l  1727 when another  

church s i t e  i s  se lec ted  f o r  the p a r ish .  The 1727 church l o t  is  the s i t e  

about which t h i s  study i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  concerned.
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PART 2. THE 1727 CHURCH LOT OF ELIZABETH CITY 

PARISH: ITS DERIVATION, EXPANSION, AND DEMISE

The s to ry  of the 1727 church s i t e  begins w i th  a feud between the 

v e s t ry  and the m a jo r i t y  o f  i n h a b i ta n ts  w i t h i n  the p a r ish .  I t  i s  cu r ious  

and re f re sh in g  to  know th a t  compla in ts  aga ins t  the pa r ish  ves t ry  were not 

in f re q u e n t  in  the e a r ly  e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  The p a r ish ion e rs  p e t i t i o n e d  

the General Court f o r  hear ings about t h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  and more than 

once a v e s t r y  was disbanded and a new one chosen by the pa r ish  (Henings

S ta tues ) .  I t  was a cu r ious  s i t u a t i o n  because the d isso lved  v e s t r i e s  were

o f te n  "p re tended" ,  meaning the members were not o f f i c i a l l y  chosen. This 

seems to  i n d i c a te  an e l i t e  group o f  loca l  p roper ty  owners on the ves t ry  who 

reappointed new members themselves w i th o u t  a l low ing  the p a r ish ion e rs  any 

choice. Such a s i t u a t i o n  is  e a s i l y  conce ivab le .  Vestrymen were chosen fo r

l i f e  and when one member d ie d ,  they could l e g a l l y  reappo in t  another

replacement.  The p a r ish io n e rs  chose the f i r s t  ve s t ry  and, t h e r e a f t e r ,  

o f te n  d id  not have anymore inpu t  in t o  f u tu r e  v e s t r i e s .  The on ly  way to 

change the membership was by p e t i t i o n  to  the General Assembly which had 

o r i g i n a l l y  given the v e s t r i e s  t h e i r  code o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  When these 

d u t ies  were not being performed to  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  the m a jo r i t y ,  i t  was 

c o r re c t  t h a t  the "pretended" v e s t r y  should be abol ished and replaced.

So i t  was in 1724 when the Grand Jury presented " the church wardens of 

the pa r ish  (E l iza b e th  C i t y )  and County f o r  not keeping the churchyard in 

good re p a i r "  (Mason, 1945:107).  The 1667 church, by t h i s  t im e ,  was 57 

years o ld .  The 1624 church la s te d  43 years before r e lo c a t i n g  and was 

f i n a l l y  t o rn  down a f t e r  74 years had passed. The soundness of wooden 

s t r u c t u r a l  members in  the T idewater  c l ima tes  o f  V i r g i n i a  are 20 to  30
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years ,  i f  lodged d i r e c t l y  in the ground. The church 's  foundat ion  o f  b r ic k  

ra ised  the s i l l s  and/or  posts o f f  the ground and prolonged t h e i r  l i f e .

I f  a l i s t  o f  the seventeenth centu ry  church s i t e s  i s  examined, i t  is  

q u ic k l y  no t iced  th a t  a co n s is te n t  p a t te rn  e x is t s  between s i t e  movements and 

the dates of these movements. Every 50 to  80 yea rs ,  on an average, a new 

p a r ish  church was b u i l t  and/or  i t  moves i t s  l o c a t io n .  Two th in g s  are 

obv ious ly  i n f lu e n c in g  t h i s :  1) an increased immigrant popu la t ion  which is

s e t t l i n g  f u r t h e r  west and 2) the environment which i s  des t roy ing  the e a r ly  

t imbered churches at an average ra te .  The f i r s t  i s  p e r t i n e n t ,  because 

conveiency o f  the church to  the pa r ish  i s  a l e g i s l a t e d  requirement (Hening, 

1969,1 :1623/4) .  The second issue can be delayed or increased. The 

env i ronment 's  in f lu e n c e  i s  de layed, i f  the wardens and v e s t r i e s  are 

consc ious ly  re p a i r i n g  tne chu rch 's  s t r u c t u r e ,  c o n t in u o u s ly ,  as they were 

d i r e c te d  t o  do by l e g i s l a t i o n  (Hening, 1969,11:1661/2 ) .  The l e g i s l a t o r s  

recognized how o f ten  wooden b u i ld in g s  needed re p a i rs  in T idewater ,  s ince 

most o f  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  s t r u c tu re s  were b u i l t  o f  wood (Carson, 1981). A lso ,  

i f  the p a r ish  levy  was s u b s t a n t i a l ,  i t  could a f fo rd  regu la r  expend i tu res  

towards the r e p a i r s  f o r  the church b u i l d i n g .  Otherwise, the church would 

soon a r r i v e  a t  a s ta te  of such d i s r e p a i r  t h a t  no improvements would 

s u f f i c e .  In combinat ion w i th  the above fa c to rs  was the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  

the chosen ve s t ry  to  a f f e c t  the re p a i r s .

By December 15, 1725, the Counci l heard another  compla in t about the 

v e s t r y .  Representa t ives from the "g re a te r  number o f the Freeholders and 

In h a b i ta n ts  o f  the p a r ish "  complain about the long t ime inconveniency "o f  

the s i t u a t i o n  of t h e i r  Par ish  Church, and o the r  proceedings o f  a pretended 

Vestry  are s t i l l  endeavoring to  increase the gr ievances o f  the people by
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b u i ld in g  a new church at a place y e t  more inconven ien t  than the former"  

(Mc l lwa ine ,  1930»1V:94 ) .  The in h a b i ta n ts  ask to  present a p e t i t i o n  fo r  

t h e i r  d i s s o lu t i o n  and a date i s  se t f o r  the hear ing (Appendix I ) .

The concerned in h a b i t a n t s ,  p repar ing  f o r  the presentment,  c o l le c te d  

funds by A p r i l  18, 1726, to  h i r e  " lawyers in order to  ob ta in  an Order f o r  a 

due E le c t io n  o f  a Legal Vestry  in E l i z :  C i t y  Par ish"  (Appendix I ) .  The 

c o l l e c t i o n  memorandum is  witnessed by a l l  those re imbursing H o l l i e r  and 

Jenings f o r  the money (Appendix I ) .  The in h a b i ta n ts  present t h e i r  p e t i t i o n  

on A p r i l  22, 1726, fou r  days l a t e r .  At the hear ing aga ins t  the v e s t r y ,  the 

i n h a b i t a n t s  asked f o r  t ime " to  examine witnesses in the County who are 

anc ien t  and unable to  t r a v e l " ,  and the deput ied  ves t ry  re p re se n ta t i ve s  

requested "Counci l  t o  be assigned them" (Mc l lwa ine ,  1930, IV :97)•  John 

Randolph, Esq r . ,  was the assigned Counci l  to  the ve s t ry  and i t  was "ordered

th a t  such w i tnesses as the p e t rs sha l l  judge m a te r ia l  to  prove the a l l e g a ­

t io n s  of t h e i r  p e t i t i o n  be examined on oath by any J u s t i c e  o f  the Peace o f  

E l i z :  C i t y  County, and t h e i r  d e p o s i t io n s  re tu rned to  the Counci l  O f f i c e  to  

be made use of at the hearing of both p a r t i e s  which i s  hereby appointed to  

be on the l a s t  Thursday in May next"  (M c l lwa ine ,  1930,1V:97)-

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the next meeting did not occur u n t i l  October 27, 1727,

over a year  l a t e r ,  which f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  the disagreement.  In the mean­

t im e,  growing c o n f l i c t s  must have been g re a t .  When the hear ing was f i n a l l y  

c a l l e d ,  the Church had become "so ru inous i t  i s  dangerous f o r  them to 

r e p a i r  t h i h t e r  f o r  the performing of D iv ine  Serv ice ,  arid t h a t  great  d i f f e r ­

ences have a r isen  between the In h a b i ta n ts  o f  the said par ish  concern ing the 

place where a new Church should be b u i l t  in the said p a r ish "  (Mc l lwa ine ,  

1930,I V :151).
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Of the men l i s t e d  on A p r i l  18, 1726, who paid f o r  lawyers in  t h e i r  

cause, several o f  them had lands e i t h e r  along the Hampton R iver or across 

the r i v e r  a t  " F o r t f i e l d s :  (Appendix I ) .  I t  appears as i f  the compla ints  

about inconveniency are coming from the res iden ts  on the east o f  the 

p a r ish ,  in c lu d in g  the o r i g i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  areas. The eastern pa r ts  o f  the 

pa r ish  in  1724-27 inc luded p ro pe r ty  to  the east o f  the Hampton R iver  as 

wel l as in  Hampton Town which was s i tu a te d  along the west bank o f  the 

r i v e r .  The new s i t e  chosen by the v e s t r y  apparen t ly  was f u r t h e r  west from 

the 1667 s i t e  or  perhaps near i t .  T ra ve l in g  to  the 1667 church s i t e  f o r  

those on the east o f  the par ish  had been inconven ien t  f o r  a long t ime.

They now wanted a more cen t ra l  l o c a t i o n .  Travel by water had been replaced 

by road t r a v e l  e a r l y  in  t h i s  pa r ish  s ince the 1667 s i t e  was in land  away 

from a water rou te .  Those on the east had to  t r a v e l  by water across the 

r i v e r  and then by land each week to  a t tend D iv ine  Serv ice .

These disagreements had been brought before the House of Burgesses 

s h o r t l y  be fore  the October 27, 1727, hear ing .  The House had ordered " th a t  

the present Vestry  should not proceed to  the b u i l d in g  o f  a new Church 

befo re  the next session o f  the Assembly, which i s  compla in 'd  o f  us a great 

gr ievance to  the P e t i t i o n e r s  and o the r  In h a b i ta n ts  who have p e t i t i o n e d  the 

Governor f o r  r e l i e f  t h e r e in "  (M c l lwa ine ,  1930 , IV :151) .  Because the ves t ry  

and p e t i t i o n e r s  were at such odds w i th  one another ,  by October 7, " the 

Governor t h i s  day in Council  took the m a t te r  o f  the said p e t i t i o n  in to  

co n s id e ra t io n ,  and upon hear ing o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  by t h e i r  C ounc i l ,  i t  i s  the 

op in ion  o f  the Board t h a t  the new Church ought to  be b u i l t  in the Town o f  

Hampton as the most convenient place in the said p a r is h ,  and t h a t  the 

Vestry  be a t  l i b e r t y  to  proceed to  the b u i l d in g  o f  the same acco rd in g ly "
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(Mc l lwa ine ,  1930 , I V :151).  The Governor had decreed a se t t lement  about the 

general l o c a t io n  f o r  the church,  however, the d isp u te  over the s p e c i f i c  

area w i t h i n  Town cont inued f o r  th ree  months.

The choice o f  the present l o t  in 1727 i s  documented in the county 

cou r t  records ex tan t  at the E l iza b e th  C i ty  County Courthouse. A cou r t  

o rder  dated January 7, 1727, demands th a t  "Mr. Jacob Walker and Mr. John 

Lowry are appointed to  Lay o f f  and value an acre and h a l f  o f  Ground at the 

upper end o f  Queen S t re e t  jo y n in g  upon Mr. Boswel ls L o t t  f o r  the B u i ld in g  

o f  the Church thereon"  ( E l i z :  C i ty  County Records, 1723-29:226).  This 

s i t e ,  in  1727, was j u s t  o u ts id e  o f  the town l i m i t s  on the western extension 

o f  Queen S t re e t  as the road cont inued f u r t h e r  in land  (F igure  27) .

The J u s t i c e s  present on January 7 were none o f  the p e t i t i o n e r s  from

the A p r i l  18, 1726, l i s t .  Since the ves t ry  u su a l ly  represented the i n f l u ­

e n t i a l  men o f  the community, some, i f  not a l l  the J u s t i ce s  on January 7, 

were probably  on the pa r ish  v e s t r y .  Present were Joshua Cur ie ,  James 

Wallace, Jacob Walker ,  and Wilson Cary. The Cary and Curie fam i ly  owned 

lands to  the west of the Town. T h e i r  lands were acquired in the l a te  

seventeenth cen tu ry .  Some o f  the p e t i t i o n e r s ,  on the o the r  hand, held 

lands to  the east, o f  the Town. In the end, the s i t e  f o r  the church was not 

w i t h i n  the Town p roper ,  but on i t s  o u t s k i r t s  on ly  one m i le  southeast from 

the 1667 church s i t e .  I t  appears as i f  the cour t  ru led in favo r  of a

se t t lement  f o r  the v e s t r y .  Based on the hear ing ,  the v e s t r y  had e v id e n t l y

wanted a more western l o c a t i o n .  They received a c lose  p ro x im i ty  to  t h i s  on 

the west end, o u ts ide  o f  Town. The p e t i t i o n e r s  would have to  go one less 

m i le  to  D iv in e  Serv ice ,  but w i th  a l l  t h e i r  comp la in ts ,  a l o t  c lo s e r  in t o  

Town would c e r t a i n l y  have been more favored ,  e s p e c ia l l y  f o r  those t r a v e l i n g
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west across the r i v e r  from F o r t f i e l d s ,  Strawberry Banks, and Buckroe. 

Nonetheless, the d e c is io n  had been made and the cou r t  con t inued :  " I t  is

agreed by the M in i s t e r ,  churchwardens, and cour t  to  f u rn i s h  Mr. Henry Cary 

w i th  wood, a t  the ra te  o f  s i x  pence p load ,  to  burn b r ic k s  f o r  the church 

from the school land ,  signed Joshua Cur ie"  ( E l i z :  C i ty  County Records, 

1723-29:277).

The m in i s t e r  of the p a r ish  dur ing  t h i s  con troversy  was Reverend James 

Fa lconer (1720-27) ,  who fo rm e r ly  came from the E l izabe th  R iver  P a r ish ,  

N o r fo lk .  In May 1724, he answered a set o f  standard quer ies  sent to  the 

c o lo n ia l  c l e rg y .  "Of what e x te n t  i s  your  Pa r ish ,  and how many Fami l ies  are 

the re  in  i t ? " .  To which he r e p l i e s ,  " I t  i s  about 50 m i les  in  c i r c u m fe r ­

ence, and th e re  are about 350 f a m i l i e s "  (P e r ry ,  1870:293).  He a lso s ta tes  

t h a t  "D iv ine  Service is  performed in my church every Sunday and on some of 

the feas ts  and f e s t i v a l s ,  and the most o f  the p a r ish ione rs  a t tend  i t ;  there  

being very few d isse n te rs  in  t h i s  p a r ish "  (Pe r ry ,  1870:293).  He has s u f f i ­

c ie n t  support from these conforming f a m i l i e s ,  s ince he acknowledges th a t  

"Due care i s  taken to preserve my house in r e p a i r ,  and at the p a r i s h 's  

expense", as we l l  as having a glebe upon which he and his  house res ide  

(P e r ry ,  1870:294).

From 1724-27, the pa r ish  i s  la rge  enough, having at l e a s t  350 t i t h ­

ab les ,  to  ma in ta in  i t s  m i n i s t e r ' s  p ro p e r ty .  I t  i s  a lso able to  contemplate 

buying a new l o t  and b u i l d i n g  a new church out o f  b r i c k ,  a more expensive 

medium. The m i n i s t e r ' s  sa la ry  f l u c t u a t e s  w i th  the tobacco market .  The 

13,333 lbs  o f  tobacco, promised by 1661/2 l e g i s l a t i o n  was ra ised  t o  16,000 

lb s .  in  1696. According to  Mr. Fa lconer , h is  1724 annual income from t h i s  

i s  65 lb s .  s t e r l i n g  compared to  80 lb s .  des ired  f o r  in the 1661/2
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l e g i s l a t i o n .  The tobacco market in the mid-1720's apparen t ly  had dec l ined  

s ince  the mid seventeenth cen tu ry ;  13,333 lb s .  o f  tobacco in  1661/2 equaled 

80 l b s .  s t e r l i n g  w h i le  in 1724, Falconer was only  g e t t i n g  an average o f  65 

lb s .  s t e r l i n g  f o r  16,000 lb s .  o f  tobacco. This is  a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  2667 

lbs .  o f  tobacco worth 15 l b s .  s t e r l i n g .  In the 1724 tobacco market ,  8.89 

s h i l l i n g s  per hundred pounds o f  tobacco compared to  12 s h i l l i n g s  per 

hundred in 1661/2 (1 .6  s h i l l i n g s  per pound o f  tobacco in 1724 versus 2.4  

s h i l l i n g s  per pound in 1661/2).

Perhaps because of the depressed tobacco market the par ish  ve s t ry  was 

f i n d in g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  ma in ta in  the church b u i l d in g  w i th  the remaining 

paroch ia l  levy  a f t e r  the o th e r  expenses, such as the m in i s te r  and h is  

glebe. I f  the b u i l d in g  was 57 years o ld  i t  probably needed constant 

re p a i rs  to  keep i t  s tand ing ,  e s p e c ia l l y  i f  t imbered above the b r ic k  founda­

t i o n .  In any case, a combinat ion o f  c i rcumstances , the economy, the incon­

ven ien t  l o c a t io n  due to  the western m ig ra t i o n ,  and the Tidewater e n v i ro n ­

ment worked c o l l e c t i v e l y  to  in f lu e n c e  the con t roversy  and the u l t im a te  

r e lo c a t i o n .

A repercuss ion o f  the a f f a i r  occurred the fo l lo w in g  February 1, 1727, 

when the General Assembly in  Chapter XIX passed "An Act f o r  d i s s o l v in g  the 

present Ves try  o f  the Parish o f  E l iza b e th  C i t y ,  and fo r  appo in t ing  a new 

E le c t io n  of Vestry  Men f o r  the said Par ish"  (Hening, 1823,111:240).  J u s t i ­

f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  d i s s o l u t i o n  i s  brought by " the  d ive rs  I n h a b i ta n ts "  o f  

the pa r ish  "who have complained t h a t  the ve s t ry  was not l a w f u l l y  chosen or 

q u a l i f i e d  and imposed hardships on the In h a b i ta n ts "  (Hening, 1971:323).  To 

remedy t h i s ,  a new e le c t io n  is  scheduled f o r  the l a s t  day o f  A p r i l ,  1728, 

two months l a t e r  (March 30 is  New Year's Day u n t i l  1751; Appendix I ) .  I t
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is  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  note th a t  by 1749, the House ru led  aga ins t  the Governor 

and Counci l  having the power to  p lace  and b u i l d  churches and chapels 

(Brydon, 1947, 11:262) .  Th is  gave the ve s t ry  and the  p a r ish ion e rs  the 

r e s p o n s ib i1 i t y  o f  the cho ice .  Thus concludes the p a r i s h 's  h i s t o r y  up u n t i l  

the choice o f  the church l o t  o f 1727.

The church l o t ,  on the o u t s k i r t s  o f  town was p rope r ty  which had 

a lready been owned by several p a r t i e s  when i t  became and has since remained 

the p ro pe r ty  o f  E l izabe th  C i t y  Pa r ish .  The e a r l i e s t  record o f  ownership is  

in 1624. W i l l ia m  Cl a i rb o rn e  who was appointed surveyor o f  V i r g i n i a  in  June 

23, 1621, acquired a patent  along the Hampton R iver  in 1624 (Brown, 

1969:454).  He i s  au tho r ized  to  s i t  on the K ing 's  Counci l in V i r g i n i a  when 

S i r  Francis  Wyatt became the new governor on September 5, 1624 (Brown, 

1969:614).  Before W yat t 's  a r r i v a l  , C la i rbo rn e  had a l ready  been given a 

patent  on June 3, 1624, f o r  150 acres o f  land on the west side o f  

Southampton R ive r  w i t h i n  the Corporat ion  o f  E l izabe th  C i t y  (Chapman, 

1941:21).  F i f t y  acres o f  t h i s  patent e v e n tu a l l y  became the s i t e  o f  Hampton 

Town. C la i rbo rn e  became a more p r e s t ig io u s  p u b l i c  o f f i c a l  and landowner 

w i t h i n  f i v e  years  o f  h is  a r r i v a l .  On March 14, 1626, Charles I appointed 

"Wm C la i rb o rn e  to  be our S e c re ta r ie  o f  S ta te ,  o f  and f o r  the said Colony 

and P la n ta t io n  o f  V i r g i n i a " ,  and by May, he owned two o the r  la rge  t r a c t s ,  

A rche r 's  Hope and B lun t  Po in t  (Brown, 1969:621).  C la i rbo rn e  re ta ined  the 

t r a c t  in E l iza b e th  C i t y  f o r  most o f  the seventeenth cen tu ry .  He cont inued 

to  be a c t i v e  in  the s ta te  and loca l  governments. In 1680, he s e l l s  the 

t r a c t  on the banks o f  the Hampton R iver  to  Captain Thomas Je rv is e  or J a rv is  

and re fe rences to C la i rb o rn e ,  in the records, dwindle  a f t e r  t h i s  ( E l i z :

C i t y  County Records, March 9, 1697/8) .
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Captain Thos: J a rv is  marr ied the widow of Nathaniel  Bacon and t h e i r  

marr iage must have been by November 25, 1679. On th a t  da te ,  J a r v is  was 

appointed to  take charge of Nathanie l  Bacon, J r . ' s  e s ta te  (Mc l lwa ine ,

M inu tes :125).  He and h is  new w i fe  bought C la i r b o r n e 's  t r a c t  in 1680, but 

in June of t h a t  ye a r ,  the General Assembly passed "an Act f o r  c o h a b i ta t io n  

and encouragement o f  t rade  and manufacture"  (Hening, 1823,11:472).  Places 

f o r  towns in  each county were named, such as, " In  E l iza b e th  C i t y  County on 

the west s ide o f  Hampton R ive r  on Mr. Thomas Je rv ise  h is  p la n ta t i o n  where 

he now l i v e s "  (Hening, 1823,11:472) .  The order requ i red  the sa le o f  f i f t y  

acres o f  J e r v i s e ' s  t r a c t  upon which l o t s  f o r  a town were to  be surveyed. 

Je rv ise  was in  debt and d id not complain about the sa le ,  but when the por t  

town l e g i s l a t i o n  was resc inded,  he apparen t ly  got worr ied  about h is  i n s o l ­

vency. J e rv is e  died in 1684 and in h is  w i l l  the sale of h is  200 acres in  

E l iza b e th  C i t y  i s  au tho r ized  to  de f ray  h is  debts.  A cou r t  case, on March 

5, 1692/3,  s e t t l e d  the sale o f  J e r v i s e ' s  p ro p e r ty .  I t  was f i n a l l y  so ld  to  

" C o l l 0 Wm Wilson" f o r  150 lb s .  Any excess from the sale was to  go e q ua l ly  

to  J e r v i s e ' s  then w i fe  E l iza b e th  Mole and her i n f a n t  son Thos: ,  J r .  

(E l iz a b e th  C i t y  County Records, 1688-99:2 ) .

On A p r i l  16, 1691, the General Assembly had once again passed "An Act 

f o r  Ports  and Towns" in which the same s i t e  in E l i z :  C i t y  County was 

chosen. The place f o r  the town " f f o r  E l iza b e th  C i t t y  County" ,  was to  be, 

"on the west s ide o f  Hampton R iv e r ,  on the land o f  Mr. W i l l ia m  Wi lson, 

l a t e l y  be longing unto Mr. Thomas J a r v is  deceased, the p la n ta t io n  where he 

l a t e  l i v e d ,  and the p lace appointed by a former law and seve ra l l  d w e l l in g  

houses and warehouses a lready b u i l t "  (Hening, 1823,111:58).  The remaining 

l o t s ,  not so ld  since 1680, were purchased by fe o f fe e  from Mr. W i l l ia m  

Wilson as the town's  popu la t ion  increased.
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Mr. Wilson cont inued ownership o f  the 150 acres west o f  the town's  50 

acres.  The 150 acres in 1695 began along a branch o f  the Back R iver  which 

s t re tched  up to  the town gate (Nugent, 1963,11:397).  In 1691/2, Captain 

W i l l iam  Wilson owned p ro p e r ty  a b u t t i n g  a h a l f  acre l o t  a t  the nor thwestern 

boundary o f  the town. The l o t  is  sold to  Charles Jennings by the fe o f fe e  

committee f o r  the county f o r  125 lb s .  o f  tobacco ( E l i z :  C i t y  County 

Records, Deeds and W i l l s ,  1689-99:30) .  Captain and then Colonel W i l l iam  

Wilson was the Naval O f f i c e r  f o r  the Lower James R iver  and held p roper ty  in 

t h i s  area th roughout h is  l i f e  in V i r g i n i a .

In November 15, 1701, Wm W i lson 's  son, Captain W i l l i s  Wilson died at 

tw e n ty -e ig h t  years o f age and i s  bur ied  on t h e i r  p rope r ty  j u s t  ou ts ide  the 

town gate along the nor th  side o f  Queen S t re e t  (Boston Evening T r a n s c r ip t ,  

Ju ly  10, 1861). At 67 C o l i o  Wilson d ied (June 17, 1713) and h is  w i f e ,

Jane, one month e a r l i e r  a t 63 ( in  May). Both are bur ied  in  the p lo t  w ith  

t h e i r  son along West Queen S t re e t .  Th is  f a m i ly  b u r ia l  e x is t s  today w i t h in  

the churchyard o f  the 1727 E l iza b e th  C i t y  Par ish Church.

C o l lo  Wilson l e f t  h is  p ro p e r t ie s  to  h is  w i fe  and to  Wilson Roscow in 

h is  w i l l .  Because they both d ied in  the same year  o f  h is  w i l l ,  the next 

r e l a t i v e  to  i n h e r i t  h is  E l iza b e th  C i ty  t r a c t  was a grandson, Wilson Cur ie .  

His ownership i s  contested in a se r ie s  o f  e jectment s u i t s  (1736-37) brought 

by p l a i n t i f f s  who had been leased p roper ty  by Curie and who had found 

o thers  l i v i n g  in  the houses on the l o t s .  The l o t s  had o r i g i n a l l y  been 

fe o f fe e d ,  but were exchanged w i th  Wilson f o r  o thers  in  town in 1704. The 

f i r s t  f e o f f e e  owner, however, cont inued passing h is  fa l s e  ownership o f  the 

l o t ,  th e re by ,  having l o t s  which had two owners by 1736. The cour t  ru led  in 

favo r  o f  Wilson C u r ie ' s  (born in December 18, 1709) leasees, based on C o l l 0
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W™ W i lson 's  l a s t  w i l l  and testament in which Wilson Curie is  named devisee 

o f  a l l  un feo f feed  land ( E l i z :  C i t y  County Records, e jec tm en ts ,  1736-1770).

The church l o t  l i e s  w i t h i n  the bounds o f  Col io  W i lson 's  t r a c t  which 

was h is  g randson 's ,  Wilson C u r ie ,  in  1727. The pa r ish  in 1727, t h e re fo r e ,  

must have bought the l o t ,  which had been valued and surveyed at the west 

end o f  Queen S t r e e t ,  from Wilson Cur ie .  The l o t  remained the same size 

u n t i l  1877, when a re c ta n g u la r  t r a c t ,  425 f e e t  from L in co ln  S t re e t  on the 

n o r th ,  was acqui red from the S i n c l a i r  Es ta te .

In the in te rv e n in g  years between 1727 and 1877, the Curies Pasture, 

which surrounded the church l o t  passed ownership through marr iage and 

deeds. Wilson Cur ie ,  born in 1709, bequeathed the Pasture in h is  w i l l  of  

1748 to  h is  w i f e  and to  h is  son, Wilson (E l iza b e th  C i t y  County Records, 

W i l l s ,  1737-49:289).  His w i f e ,  P r i s c i l l a ,  renounced t h i s  w i l l .  The son, 

Wilson C ur ie ,  bequeathed h is  p ro pe r ty  in Hampton to  h is  w i fe  and to  his  

daughter ,  E l iz a b e th ,  a t h is  death in 1792 ( E l i z :  C i t y  County Records,

W i l l s ,  1787-1800:85).  His w i f e ,  Lockey C u r ie ,  had ownership a f t e r  his  

death u n t i l  M i les Cary marr ied t h e i r  daughter .  Mi les Cary has the Pasture 

t r a c t  surveyed in 1811 by Thomas N icholson. I t  i s  again surveyed in 1835 

when Cary s e l l s  the Curies Pasture Trac t  to  Thomas Armistead. Cary sub­

d iv id e d  the o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  as he sold i t .  Westwood Armistead rece ived 

Pasture P o in t ,  the  eastern p a r t  o f  the t r a c t ,  v ia  a deed o f  1821. By 1842, 

Je f fe rso n  B. S i n c l a i r  owned " the  Pastu re" .  S i n c l a i r  died leav ing  la rge  

debts which are defrayed as h is  p ro p e r t ie s  are so ld .  The ve s t ry  o f St.  

John's Church d iscussed the purchase o f  a new cemetery at the rear  o f  the 

churchyard as e a r ly  as November 1871 (Vestry  Book o f  E l i z :  C i t y  Pa r ish ,  

1871:242).  The deed from S i n c l a i r ' s  executors  to  St .  John's Trustees is



32

dated 1877 ( E l i z :  C i t y  County Records, DB5:147).  The discussed sa le of 

S i n c l a i r ' s  lands to  the church went from 1869-1877, according to  the deed.

The no r th  wal l  of  the churchyard was removed sometime before  1878, 

a f t e r  the purchase o f  the new cemetery in  1877. In the v e s t r y  book, in 

A p r i l  1878, funds f o r  the grading o f  the "o ld  churchyard"  have been 

expended. The v e s t r y  must decide whether " funds o f  the cemetery may be 

expended on the churchyard and to  what ex ten t  - w h i le  the f i r s t  ou t lay  fo r  

grad ing the whole o f  the o ld  yard w i l l  be cons iderab le  y e t  when once done 

i t  w i l l  not need to  be done again and the yard can be kept in a proper 

c o n d i t i o n  a t  less  o u t l a y  than i s  now requ i red  to  keep i t  in bad c o n d i t i o n "  

(Vestry  Book o f  St.  John's  Church, 1878:308).  Grading would occur a f t e r  

the removal o f  a wal l  in  order to  cover the fo o t in g  s u f f i c i e n t l y .

The east wal l  of the o ld  churchyard s t i l l  standing in 1901 (P la te  1) 

was p a r t i a l l y  removed in 1924. A church b u l l e t i n  t e l l s  o f  the church in 

i t s  Easter f i n e r y  w i th  new marble steps f o r  the Par ish  h a l l  ( b u i l t  in 1889 

on p ro pe r ty  acqu i red  in 1886 from the Dye fa m i ly )  and the space between the 

Hal l  and the church b u i l d in g  i s  opened up, a f t e r  the "1759 churchyard w a l l "  

was removed (P la te  2) (S t .  John's  Church B u l l e t i n ,  March 1924). F i f t y - s i x  

fe e t  ( 5 6 . 6 ' )  of  a wal l  remains on the o r i g i n a l  east l i n e  o f  the o ld  church­

ya rd .  I t  abuts and runs along the par ish  b u i l d in g s .  When the Par ish Hal l  

was b u i l t ,  the b u i l d i n g ' s  co rner  protruded through breaks made in the wal l  

(P la te  3 ) .  Today t h i s  sec t ion  stands as a reminder o f  the o ld  churchyard 's  

eastern boundary (P la te  4 ) .  I t  is  a m ix tu re  o f  re p a i r s  t e s t i f y i n g  to  the 

many o thers  which have been made to  the o ld  wal l  l i n e .

The west wal l  of the o ld  churchyard s t i l l  has a sec t ion  which is  a 

remnant from the o r i g i n a l .  The remnant extends nor th  from Queen S t re e t .
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Below the present s t r i n g  course f o r  s i x t y  f e e t ,  the Flemish bond is  o r i g i ­

nal (P la te  5 ) .  Above the s t r i n g  course and f u r t h e r  down the w a l l ,  which is  

s tanding today ,  i s  newer b r i c k .  In the e a r ly  1970 's ,  the ve s t ry  decided to 

rep lace the west w a l l  because i t  was s t r u c t u r a l l y  unsound. The b u i l d in g  in 

the next l o t  was keeping the wal l  from c o l l a p s in g .  This was when concerns 

began over the old churchyard wal l  and i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n .

The south wal l  l i n e  became an i ro n  fence in 1892 (Vestry  Book of St.  

Jo h n 's ,  1892, no. 2:68) (P la te  6 ) .  P r i o r  to  t h i s ,  the south l i n e  had been 

a wooden fence f o r  awh i le .  The wooden fence is  v i s i b l e  in  t h i s  photograph 

taken s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1869 (P la te  7) .  The church 's  i n t e r i o r  and glass panes, 

which had been destroyed in August 1861 dur ing  the burning o f  Hampton have 

been re s to re d .  The remains o f  the b r ic k  yard wal l  on the south are v i s i b l e  

in  t h i s  p i c t u r e  (P la te  8) taken dur ing the war. The south wal l  o f  b r i c k  

must have been so fragmented du r ing  the war t h a t  a wooden fence was cheaper 

as a replacement a f t e r  the war. The s teep le  f e l l  dur ing these yea rs ,  thus ,  

d r a s t i c a l l y  a l t e r i n g  the image o f  the o r i g i n a l  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  church 

w i th  i t s  b r i c k  wal l  surrounds and tower ing b e l f r y  (P la tes  9 and 10).

Cons is ten t  w i th  t h i s  image change in  the n ine teenth  cen tu ry  comes the 

te rm ino logy  of a "cemetary" versus the  "o ld  churchyard" .  When the p roper ty  

i s  added in  1877 to  the n o r th ,  re fe rences in the v e s t ry  book to  the new 

b u r ia l  grounds are c a l le d  " the cemetary".  The b u r ia l  grounds w i t h i n  the 

o ld  wal l  l i n e s  r e ta in  the name, "o ld  churchyard"  or  j u s t  " c h u rc h y a rd " , 

th roughout the n ine teen th  century  ves t ry  book. By 1932 t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  is  

gone. The present sexton came in  t h a t  yea r .  He does not remember where 

the wal l  l i n e s  to  the o ld churchyard had been (Parker ,  1982). The oral  

knowledge about the o ld chu rchya rd 's  l o c a t io n  was gone. A lso ,  a grave
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dated 1917 i s  placed over the nor th  wal l  l i n e  in the nor thwest .  This may 

i n d i c a te  t h a t  the p l o t  was designated a f t e r  having fo rg o t te n  the presence 

o f  a wal l  f o o t i n g  beneath. To remove a wal l  fo o t in g  is  no easy ta sk .  

T he re fo re ,  the ora l  and w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y  o f  the church l o t  and i t s  wal l  

boundaries appa ren t ly  disappeared in the e a r l y  tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry .



CHAPTER I I

PART 1. LEGISLATIVE HISTORY ABOUT COLONIAL ENCLOSURES 

The t r a d i t i o n  of enc losures around c o lo n ia l  churchyards came w i th  the 

Eng l ish  s e t t l e r s  as a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ' s  r e l i g i o u s  background. 

The e a r ly  abor ig in e s  of B r i t a i n  appear to  have adapted the "churchyard"  

from Roman and C e l t i c  C h r i s t i a n  usage (Burgess, 1979:20).  The Roman 

C h r is t ia n s  began in te rm en t  in catacombs which in the f i f t h  century  was 

supplanted by su r face  b u r ia l  grounds ins id e  chapels . These chapels grew to  

be b a s i l i c a s  and the marty rs  were bur ied in s id e  them. P re -C h r i s t ia n  Rome 

p ra c t ice d  in t ram ura l  in te rm e n t ,  but soon b a s i l i c a s  ins id e  the c i t y  became 

the re s t in g  place f o r  the martyrs as wel l  as the f a i t h f u l  who des ired 

b u r ia l  near sacred r e l i c s  (Burgess, 1979:20) .  Thus, the p ra c t i c e  o f  

churchyard and chancel in te rments  had begun.

The churchyard i s  a lso  considered a product o f  the s p a t ia l  ar range­

ments found w i t h i n  monaster ies. The i n t e r i o r  o f  enc los ing  w a l l s ,  o f  garden 

p lo t s  and o f  a cross w i th  a surround ing b u r ia l  ground f o r  the monks, was 

copied by the v i l l a g e  conver ts .  The v i l l a g e r s  d iscovered C h r i s t i a n i t y  from 

the m iss io n a r ie s  sent ou t  from the monaster ies . When the v i l l a g e  

miss ionary  d ie d ,  the v i l l a g e  c ross ,  set up f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  purposes 

( p r e a c h in g - s t a t i o n s ) ,  became the lo c a t io n  o f  b u r ia l  f o r  the deceased 

leader. His conver ts ,  d e s i r i n g  b u r ia l  in s a n c t i f i e d  ground, chose the area 

around the cross and near him.

These " p r e a c h in g - s ta t i o n s " were o f ten  chosen because the s i t e  was 

a l ready  venerated f o r  pagan worship  by the Druid p r ies thood .  The Dru ids '  

p ra c t i c e s  requ i red  a tumulus or barrow which was unfenced, in  order to  set 

up t h e i r  c i r c u l a r  arrangement resembling the sun (sun w o rsh ip p e rs ) . When

35
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the same space was adopted by the C h r i s t i a n s ,  i t  led to  a c i r c u l a r  b u r ia l  

ground around the crosses on top o f  a na tu ra l  mound (C orn ish ,  1946:32).

From pagan t imes,  the same lo c a le s  were recognized places f o r  communal 

meetings. The f i r s t  churches, which were erected by the communit ies, were 

b u i l t  near the mission crosses.  The churches were a l ready  centered ins ide  

the c i t y  and on ra ised  ground.

The pre fe rence o f  churchyards f o r  b u r ia l s  versus grounds ou ts ide  the 

c i t y  i s  documented in  the s i x t h  cen tu ry  by Gregory the Great.  He recom­

mends b u r ia l s  in s id e  the y a rd ,  so th a t  C h r i s t i a n s  going to  se rv ices  can 

remember the  dead in  t h e i r  p rayers (Burgess, 1979:22) .  The churchyards '  

dimensions are equa l led to  a garden s ize  in  the e ig h th  century  or are l a t e r  

suggested to  be t h i r t y  fe e t  around the church. An ac re ,  w i th  the church at 

i t s  c e n te r ,  was p rescr ibed  in 943 by a Welsh k in g ,  but no legal s ize  i s  

de f ined  even by the l a t e  fo u r te e n th  cen tu ry  (Burgess 1979:22).

The presence of an enc losure around the dimensions i s  not mentioned 

u n t i l  1229, when a c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the Bishop o f  Worchester " s p e c i f i e d  th a t  

the churchyard should be p ro pe r ly  enclosed by a w a l l ,  hedge or d i t c h ,  and 

no p o r t io n  o f  i t  was to  b u i l t  upon" (Burgess, 1979:23).  " In  1267, another 

bishop a f t e r  s t a t i n g  the necess i ty  f o r  enc losure ,  ordained th a t  grazing 

animals should be p r o h ib i t e d "  (Burgess, 1979:23).  By 1603, a canon from 

the E c c e le s ia s t i c a l  Canons of the Church s ta tes  i t  i s  the churchwarden1s 

duty to  be sure th a t  the churchyard "be wel l  and s u f f i c i e n t l y  re p a i re d ,  

fenced and mainta ined w i th  w a l l s ,  r a i l s ,  o r  pa les"  (Burgess, 1979:23) .

Local landowners o f te n  supp l ied  these fences f o r  the warden.
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On the o the r  hand, p a r ish  p r i e s t s  are reported to  have used the 

churchyards as t h e i r  own p ro p e r ty ,  g raz ing  l i v e s t o c k  w i t h in  i t s  con f ines .  

Some m in i s te r s  al lowed sheep, c a t t l e ,  and pigs to  wander the churchyard , 

p igs  r o o t in g  up the graves. Such accounts are from the s ix te e n th  century  

through the e igh teen th  c e n tu ry ,  being common p ra c t i c e  in  some Engl ish  

c o u n t ie s (B u rg ess , 1979:23).  The temporal uses o f  the church and i t s  

surrounds a r i s e  from t h e i r  communal ownership. " I t  was community p roper ty  

in  which both the i n t e r e s t  o f  God and man were inves ted"  (Burgess, 1979:- 

23).  C er ta in  areas o f  the church were used s o c i a l l y  as a r e s u l t :  the 

porch, the nave, and the churchyard. The churchyard was always a conven­

ie n t  p u b l i c  meeting place being near the cen te r  o f  town. Because i t  was 

p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y ,  soc ia l  ga the r ings  frequented i t s  premises. S p e c i f i c  uses 

o f  the churchyard ,  both r e l i g i o u s  and secu la r  are discussed in Chapter V.

The e x is tence  o f  enclosures f o r  secu la r  purposes o n ly ,  was p reva len t  

since  the t ime of the a g ra r ian  r e v o lu t i o n .  The th ree  f i e l d  r o t a t i o n  system 

used by the Eng l ish  v i l l a g e r s  was based upon common arab le  and pasture 

lands. P r i v a te  gardens and orchards e x is te d  w i t h i n  the v i l l a g e  l o t s .  The 

manorial  l o rd s  on whose p ro pe r ty  the v i l l a g e r s  worked, made var ious  tenure 

t ra n s a c t io n s  (such as f reeho lds  and copyho lds) .  Common pastures and common 

a ra b le ,  however remained the mainstay o f  the v i l l a g e  p o pu la t io n .  The 

animals , owned p r i v a t e l y ,  were she l te red  w i t h i n  the v i l l a g e  when not 

g raz ing  on the common pastu re. Enclosures around the orchards and gardens 

were necessary to  keep the animals from wandering i n t o  them. Out o f  the 

produce from these p r i v a t e  p lo t s  came the manorial  dues, so th a t  t h e i r  

maintenance was im por tan t .
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P r iv a te  ownership o f a rab le  and pasture begins a t  the end o f  the 

medieval pe r io d .  I n f l a t i o n  b r ings  about the c o n s o l id a t io n  o f  p ro p e r t ie s  by 

f reeho lde rs  and manorial  lo rds  in order to  increase revenues. Common 

a rab le  and pas tu re  a lso  is  swal lowed up by c o n s o l id a t io n .  Enclosures are 

put up around common lands. This change in land use a f fe c te d  a la rge  

p ro p o r t io n  o f  the v i l l a g e  peasantry who had l i t t l e  p r i v a te  a rab le  and 

depended on the commons pastures f o r  t h e i r  an imals '  sustenance. Vast 

unemployment was the r e s u l t .  To remedy i t ,  an Enclosure Commission was set 

up in 1548, ch a l le n g in g  the growing wool merchants and enc los ing  land lo rds  

(Smith, 1976:144).  The Commission's aim was to  get l e g i s l a t i o n  passed 

p r o h i b i t i n g  enc losures and re tu rn in g  the land to  communal use. The 

Commission was never e f f e c t i v e  a g a in s t  the merchants'  lobby ing  e f f o r t s .  

There was g rea t  p r o f i t  in the wool market ,  the backbone o f  the growing 

t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .

I t  i s  these p ra c t i c e s  w i th  which the c o lo n ia l s  were f a m i l i a r ,  who 

s e t t l e d  in T idewate r ,  V i r g i n i a .  The E c c e le s ia s t i c a l  Canons o f  the Church 

o f  England passed in  1603, as mentioned e a r l i e r ,  were models f o r  much of 

the r e l i g i o u s  d i s c i p l i n e s  imposed by the c o lo n ia l  governments, both before 

and a f t e r  the General Assembly was formed.

In the e a r l i e s t  laws o f  the colony were p ro v is io n s  f o r  the church fo r  

ho ld ing d iv in e  s e rv ic e ,  and f o r  an enclosed place f o r  the b u r ia l  o f  the 

dead. The General Assembly's f i r s t  a c t ,  concerned these p re re q u is i t e s  fo r  

every p la n t a t i o n .

Act I March 5, 1623/4 

"There sha l l  be in  every p l a n t a t i o n ,  where the people use to  meete f o r  

the worship o f  God, a house or room sequestered f o r  t h a t  purpose, and not
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to  be f o r  any temporal use whatsoever,  and a place empaled i n ,  sequestered 

on ly  to  the buryal  o f  the dead" Hening, 1969, 1:122).  At f i r s t  the 

commanders of each p la n ta t i o n  held the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  assur ing obedience 

to  t h i s  law. I f  he f a i l e d ,  the p la n ta t i o n  would be f i n e d .

August 7 and 8, 1626

" I t  i s  ordered th a t  an order  be sent to  ye Commander o f  every 

P la n ta t io n e  y t  according to  the Acte o f  ye l a t e  General Assembly some 

decent house o f  f i t t i n g e ro o m e  be erected and b u i l t e  f o r  the se rv ice  o f  God 

in t h e i r e  several 1 Plantacens and y t  i t  be sequestered f o r  t h a t  purpose 

on ly  and not f o r  any o th e r  use or purpose w t 's o e v e r ,  l i k e w is e  y t  a p lace be 

s t r o n g l i e  paled or fenced in f o r  the b u r i a l l  o f  the dead. And these th ings

to  be c a r e f u l l y  Accomplished in  a l l  p laces by our lady  day enserv inge, And

f o r  d e fa u l t  t h e re o f  every P la n ta t io n e  to  pay f i v e  hundred pounde waight o f 

Tobacco to  the pub l ique T re a su re r " .  (M c l lwa ine ,  1924: 105-106).

The f i n e  o f  500 lbs  o f  tobacco per p la n ta t i o n  would have been a 

cons iderab le  sum in 1626 when tobacco as a crop had j u s t  been p lan ted  only 

ten years e a r l i e r .  The f i r s t  A f r i c a n  slaves landed in 1619, but on ly  a 

handful  were present and the s u rv iv a l  ra te  o f  the c o lo n i s t s  in 1626 was 

s t i l l  uns tab le .  These fa c to r s  would have kept the la b o r  fo rce  small on the

la rge  t r a c t s  o f  land (1500 acres was the usual s ize  o f  a p la n ta t io n

t r a c t ) .

From t h i s  o rd e r ,  comes a sense o f  purpose regard ing the enc losure .  I t  

i s  to  be s trong and can be e i t h e r  paled or fenced. In E l izabe th  C i ty  

P a r is h 's  v e s t r y  book i s  a d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  pa l ing  used in the e igh teenth  

cen tu ry .  An en t ry  f o r  June 16, 1761, c a l l e d  fo r  "a garden to  be pa i led  110
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fe e t  square on the glebe o f  t h i s  pa r ish  w i th  hear t  o f  good wh i te  oak posts 

and r a i l s ,  the posts to  be s ix  inches square, and the r a i l s  th ree  to  a 

pannel and the p a i l s  o f  the hear t  o f  p ine"  (Vestry  Book o f  E l i z :  C i ty  

Pa r ish ,  1761:108).  The under taker  was h i red  and h is  i n s t r u c t i o n s  provided 

by the ve s t ry  on August 4, 1761.

"Mr George Walther  J u n io r  t h i s  day agreed w i th  the v e s t r y  to  Pale a 

Garden 110 f e e t  square on the Glebe o f  t h i s  Par ish  and to  f i n d  a l l  Mater­

i a l s  f o r  the same in  the f o l l o w in g  manner V iz :  The Posts o f  f i n g e r l e a f

White Pack sawned s ix  Inches square seven fe e t  long c le a r  o f sap, the r a i l s  

to  be sawned t r i a n g u l a r  o f  White Oak c le a r  o f  sap and the hear t  o f  Pine 

Pales drawn smooth on both sides 4 1/2 f e e t  long ,  w i th  plank 6 inches broad 

to  be n a i le d  to  the posts under the Pales & the Pales to  be n a i le d  w i th  10 

penny Nai l  f o r  the c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  fou r teen  pounds c u r re n t  money of 

V i r g i n i a "  (Ves t ry  Book o f  E l i z :  C i t y  P a r ish ,  1761:109).

Again the Glebe's  garden is  paled along w i th  o th e r  re p a i r s  when a new 

m in i s t e r  i s  appoin ted in 1771. "The garden to  be r e b u i l t  132 fe e t  long by 

108 fe e t  wide w i th  good whi te  oake posts c le a r  of sap 6 inches square 7 1/2 

fe e t  long 2 1/2 fe e t  o f  which to  be in  the ground, the ra le s  to  be sawed 

out of good whi te  oak 4 inches square s p l i t  t r i a n g l e ,  and not to  exceed 9 

fe e t  long ,  the pales to  be sawed out o f  good heart  o f  p ine 3 /4  t h i c k  a f t e r  

sawed, to  be f i v e  fe e t  h igh"  (Vestry  Book o f  E l i z :  C i ty  Pa r ish ,  1771:218).  

The garden i s  en larged which may account f o r  the r e b u i l d i n g ,  but no mention 

i s  made of reusing the o ld  pales j u s t  put in ten years e a r l i e r .  The 

environment may have made the 6 inch oak posts unsound re q u i r in g  t h e i r  

replacement a t t h i s  re b u i l d in g  ten years l a t e r .  I f  the enclosure f o r  

b u r i a l s ,  requ i red  in  1626, was b u i l t  as the above fences are descr ibed ,
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i t  would have been " s t r o r i g l i e  pa le d " ,  but might need re b u i l d in g  w i t h i n  ten 

yea rs .

By 1632 in  September, s ix  years a f t e r  the p la n ta t i o n s '  o rde rs ,  the 

General Assembly passed another law i n s i s t i n g  upon impaled or fenced 

grounds. The General Assembly f r e q u e n t l y  resc inds a l l  previous l e g i s l a t i o n  

in  o rder  t o  r e w r i t e  c e r t a in  laws which need " c le a r e r  e xp la n a t io n s ,  l i k e w is e  

some a d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s "  (Hening, 1969, 1 :185).  Act XVII in  1632 

rep laces Act XV o f  February, 1631, w i th o u t  any a d d i t i o n s .  Act XVII o f  1632 

does d e le te  a q u a l i f i e r  from Act XV o f  1631. The 50 f i n e  in money is  " to  

be employed as the whole bodies o f  the assembly sha l l  d ispose " ,  according 

to  Act XV o f  1631 (Hening, 1969:160).

Act XVII d iscusses f i r s t ,  the demands th a t  churches be repaired i f  

decayed or t h a t  the re s id e n ts  of a p a r ish  c o l l e c t  the funds f o r  b u i l d in g  

one in  a convenient p lace .  Last o f  a l l ,  i t  i s  ordered, in l i k e  manner, 

t h a t  some appointed ground be impaled or fenced f o r  b u r i a l s .  I t  can be 

assumed th a t  i f  the fences put up e a r l i e r  need r e p a i r s ,  i t  is  incumbent on 

the pa r ish  to  re b u i ld  them. The churches, b u i l t  in 1623/4 are needing 

r e p a i r s ,  accord ing to  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and so would the fences, p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y  s ince  t h e i r  main posts were lodged in  the ground. The nine year  d i f -  

ference between t h i s  law and the f i r s t  one passed in 1623/4, may in d i c a te  

the s u rv iv a l  ra tes  of wooden t imbers  set in the ground o f  T idewater ,  

V i r g i n i a .  Th is  ra te  i s  c lose to  the one suggested a f t e r  rev iewing the ves­

t r y  book about paled fences and t h e i r  re b u i ld in g s  (a ten year d i f f e r e n c e ) .

Act XVII which passed as the f i r s t  r e v is a l  o f  the laws, was as 

f o l 1ows.
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" I t  i s  ordeyned and enacted, That in  a l l  such places where any 

churches are want ing or decayed, the in h a b i ta n ts  sha l l  be tyed to  

c o n t r i b u te  towards the b u i ld in g e  of a church, or  repayr ing  any decayed 

church. The commissioners, to g e th e r  w i th  the mynesters , churchwardens and 

cheefe of the p a r is h ,  sha l l  appaynt both the most convenient place f o r  a l l  

pa r ts  to  assemble tog e th e r  and a lso  to  h i r e  and procure any workemen and 

order such necessar ie  businesses as are r e q u i s i t e  to  be done in  such 

workes. This  they are to  e f f e c t  before  the fe a s t  o f  the n a t i v i t i e  o f  our 

Saviour C h r i s t ,  o r  e lse  the sayd commissioners y f  they be d e f i c i e n t  in  

t h e i r e  d u t ie s  to  f o r f e i t e  50 in  money. And i t  i s  ordered in  l i k e  manner, 

That the re  be a c e r t a i n  p o r t io n  o f  ground appoynted ou t ,  impaled or fenced 

in  to  be f o r  the b u r ia l  1 o f  the dead uppon the penal t i e  o f  20 marks as 

fo l l o w e th "  (Hening, 1969, 1:185).  Chapter I a f t e r  t h i s  e xp lana t ion  is  

"That the re  be a p lace  s e t t  out and a l l o t t e d  f o r  the b u r i a l l  o f  the dead in 

e v r ie  p la n ta t i o n  according to  the appointment o f  the commander and m in i s te r  

o f  the p lace"  (Hening, 1969, 1 :241).

No mention of the church is  made in combinat ion w i th  the b u r ia l  ground 

in  e i t h e r  o f  the  l a t t e r  re fe rences .  The e a r l i e r  acts mention the church 

and b u r ia l  ground, in  the same law, but are not n e ce ssa r i l y  to  be associa ted 

in  real space. None o f  the acts requ i red  or even mentioned such an 

a s s o c ia t io n .  Jamestowns' Th i rd  Cemetery p reda t ing  the F i r s t  Statehouse was 

not near the church s i t e ,  but on a r idge  nearby. The na tu ra l  mounds in  an 

area had been the t r a d i t i o n a l  b u r ia l  spots f o r  the Eng l ish  coupled w i th  the 

presence o f  a c ross .  I t  i s  suggested, t h e re fo r e  t h a t  sometimes on the 

p la n ta t i o n s ,  and in  the boroughs, the b u r ia l  grounds were not a d jo in in g  the 

church or cons idered pa r t  o f  the churchyard.
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The l a s t  p iece of l e g i s l a t i o n  which s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentions b u r ia l  

p laces came in  March 23, 1661/2 a f t e r  the Commonwealth had ended 

(1640-1660). The laws, some o f  which r e f l e c te d  the P u r i t a n ' s  b e l i e f s ,  were 

repealed and o thers  reenacted a t  t h i s  t ime .  Those laws i n f e r r i n g  b u r i a l s  

not to  be in  churchyards were a lso  resc inded. These laws re f l e c te d  the 

P u r i t a n s '  r e b e l l i o n  aga ins t  Ang l ican  r i t u a l ,  such as b u r ia l  grounds around 

the church near the cen te r  o f  the community. Seventeenth century Pur i tans  

in  New England had b u r ia l  grounds o u ts ide  o f  town, separated from the 

meeting house which presided over the cen te r  of town (Act XV o f  1661/2) .

The main p o in t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  which i s  d i f f e r e n t  from the 

prev ious laws i s  the mention o f  the hygiene concerns regard ing exposed 

corpses. T h e i r  exposure i s  considered a "barbarous custom" perpe t ra ted  by 

not having fences,  so th a t  the b u r ia l s  are d i s i n t e r r e d  by hogs and "o the r  

vermine".  I t  i s  ordered t h a t  several places be appointed as p re c in c ts  and 

t t ia t  they are set apar t  and fenced i n . There i s  no mention of being w i t h i n  

a churchyard. Rather ,  i t  appears as i f  the l e g i s l a t o r s  p re fe r red  the 

b u r ia l  grounds to  be away from the a c t i v i t y  o f  the p u b l i c  and t h e i r  

an imals . I t  does, however, i n s i s t  upon a p u b l i c  b u r ia l  p lace .

The c o lo n i s t s  had s trong t r a d i t i o n s  of wanting b u r ia l  w i t h in  the 

churchyard or w i t h i n  the chancel (Cox, n . d . : 3 4 ) .  The chancel was u su a l l y  

reserved f o r  the respected members of the s o c ie t y ,  w h i le  the grounds f o r  

b u r ia l  were considered g e n e ra l l y  f o r  the p u b l i c .  In V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

p u b l i c  places f o r  b u r i a l s ,  a p p a re n t ly ,  could be anywhere as long as they 

were set a p a r t .  Evidence from the 1624 church s i t e  o f  E1i z : C i t y  Par ish and 

the e a r ly  Church s i t e  a t  Jamestown, makes c le a r  the chancels and names were 

being used f o r  b u r i a l s  as we l l  as the yard around the church. The 1667
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church s i t e  o f E l i z : C i t y  Par ish  and the Yorke V i l l a g e  Church o f  1667, both 

have grave p lo t s  in  the yard around the church.

I t  i s  suggested, t h e r e fo r e ,  t h a t  the rad ica l  Pu r i ta n  ideas o f  the 

seventeenth c e n tu ry ,  regard ing  the proper l o c a t io n  o f  the dead, p reva i led  

in V i r g i n i a ' s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The proper lo c a t io n  was ou ts ide  the c i t y  set 

apar t  from the p lace o f  worship  (Brooke, 1981:50).  However, the Angl ican 

t r a d i t i o n s  of the c o lo n i s t s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  the churchyard was the p u b l i c  

space to  be set apa r t  and to  be fenced in  f o r  the b u r ia l  o f  the dead. 

Consequently,  " the  Town" plans f o r  po r ts  incorpora ted  the church l o t  and 

b u r ia l  grounds to g e th e r  near the cen te r  o f  town as Angl ican t r a d i t i o n  

decreed. The P u r i ta n  s e v e r i t y ,  was s t ronges t  by 1640. In 1640 was the 

beginning o f  the Long Par l iament .  I t  was d isso lved  in  1660. P u r i t a n i c a l  

r i t u a l  was dw ind l ing  by 1680 as the enl ightenment about the wor ld  grew and 

a f t e r  1700, the Angl ican p ra c t i c e s  had reached a compromise between popery 

and p u r i ta n ism .

In 1705, l e g i s l a t i o n  pe r ip h e ra l  to  churchyard enclosures in  genera l ,  

passed the General Assembly f o r  the c i t y  o f W i l l iamsburg .  Bruton Par ish  

Church was loca ted  on the "grea te  s t r e e te "  o f  the town. L e g is la t io n  in 

October,  1705, s p e c i f i e s  " That every person having any l o t s ,  o r  h a l f  acres 

o f  land ,  cont iguous to  the grea t  s t r e e t ,  sha l l  inc lo se  the sa id l o t s ,  or 

h a l f  acres, w i th  a wa11, p a i l s ,  o r  post and r a i l s ,  w i t h i n  6 months a f t e r  

the b u i l d i n g ,  which the law requ i res  to  be erected thereupon, sha l l  be 

f i n i s h e d ,  upon pena l ty  o f  f o r f e i t i n g  and paying f i v e  s h i l l i n g s  a month fo r  

every l o t  or h a l f  ac re ,  so long as the same sha l l  remain w i tho u t  a w a l l ,  

p a i l s  or  r a i l s ,  as a fo re s a id :  To be recovered before any j u s t i c e  of the 

peace o f  York or James C i t y  county ,  upon the compla in t o f  any one o f  the
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t ru s te e s  or  d i r e c t o r s ,  and to  be disposed o f  by the d i r e c t o r s  as they sha l l  

t h i n k  f i t ,  f o r  the use and b e n e f i t  o f  the said c i t y  and po r ts  the reun to  

be long ing"  (Hening, 1969, 111:430).

In t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i s  the f i r s t  mention o f  a wal l  being used f o r  an 

enc losure .  A lso ,  i t s  use is  l e g i s l a t e d  f o r  po r ts  and c i t i e s  in  p a r t i c u ­

l a r .  C ons t ruc t ion  w i th  b r i c k  had a lready  been tak ing  p lace in England and 

as the Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e  progressed westward, i t s  medium was e a s i l y  

adopted in T idewater  reg ions which had p le n ty  o f  c lay  d e po s i ts .  I t  can be 

i n f e r r e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  w a l ls  o f  b r i c k  were being b u i l t  around l o t s  w i t h ­

in a town s e t t i n g  as e a r ly  as 1705. Evidence o f  t h i s ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y , 

w i l l  be discussed in the next chap te r .  La te r  in t h i s  chap te r ,  h i s t o r i c a l  

evidence w i l l  be prov ided f o r  a b r i c k  wal l  around the E l i z :  C i t y  Par ish  

Church of 1728.

One problem which i s  ra ised  about the enc losure l e g i s l a t i o n  fo r  

churchyards concerns the a c t i v i t i e s  o f animals w i t h i n  the b u r ia l  grounds. 

Animal co n t ro l  was a problem in  c o lo n ia l  V i r g i n i a ,  and e s p e c ia l l y  in 

densely r e s id e n t i a l  areas, such as towns. Enclosures around re s id e n t i a l  

l o t s  were a lso  l e g i s l a t e d  in  an e f f o r t  to  keep out an imals . Town s i t e s  

were the main problem areas, which is  r e f l e c te d  in the dates o f  the 

l e g i s l a t i o n .  The General Assembly's acts  concerning animal c o n t ro l  begin 

in 1705, the year  o f the l a s t  po r t  town act (1680-1705). By t h a t  t ime 

several p o r t  towns were underway; Hampton was inc luded .

Some of the measures and p ro v is io n s  f o r  t respass ing  animals w i l l  be 

g iven .  I t  i s  inc luded  in  the d is c u s s io n ,  because enclosures around 

churchyards and b u r ia l  grounds had a s i m i l a r  fu n c t io n  w i th  those around 

domestic d w e l l in g s  and t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s .
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Enclosure L e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  secu la r  purposes is  not p re va le n t  f o r  the 

seventeenth ce n tu ry .  The on ly  ac t  i s  dated June, 1670, which i s  a measure 

passed under "Bacon's Laws". Those laws were subsequently  repealed a f t e r  

the r e b e l l i o n  a t  the succeeding assembly. No o the r  domestic enc losure law 

appears again u n t i l  1705. The l a t e r  ac ts  are not u n l i k e  the 1670 law 

regard ing  the damages, however, the e a r l i e r  law does not mention the same

animals f o r  which i t  is  to  apply .

June 1670 Act XIV

"An Act f o r  the f u r t h e r  p reven t ion  o f  m is c h ie f  from u n r u l i e  horses. Bee i t

enacted by the Governor C o u n c i l  t h a t  i f  any horse, mare, or g e ld in g ,  be

found t respass ing  w i t h i n  another  persons enc losure ,  l a w f u l l y  fenced, the 

owner t h e re o f  sh a l l  pay to  the owner o f  such enc losure ,  one hundred pounds 

o f  tobacco f o r  every t ime found t re s p a s s in g ,  and a l l  o the r  damages al lowed 

by any former ac t  in  such case p rov ided ,  and i f  i t  sha l l  happen t h a t  the 

owner o f  such horse, mare, or  ge ld ing  be unknown, the  p a r ty  endangered as 

a fo re sa id  s h a l l  put a w i the  about such horse, mare, or ge ld ings  neck, en te r  

the d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  the same in  the co u n t ie  c o u r t ,  and a f t e r  12 monthes and 

a day make use t h e r e o f  u n t i l  the owners beknowing, and make h is  r i g h t  

appear, who sha l l  thereupon have h is  horse, mare or ge ld ing  d e l i ve re d  unto 

him, he paying the damages and charge o f  keeping the same" (Hening, 1969, 

11:360).  By 1705, not on ly are horses named, but so are c a t t l e ,  hogs, 

sheep, and goats.

October 23, 1705 Act XV, I 

"An Act f o r  p reven t ion  o f  trespasses by u n ru ly  horses, c a t t l e s ,  hogs, 

sheep, and goats.  I .  "Be i t  enacted by the Governer,  Counci l and 

Burgesses o f  t h i s  present General Assembly, That i f  any horses, mares, 

c a t t l e ,  hogs, sheep, or  goats sha l l  break i n t o  any grounds, being enclosed 

w i th  s trong and sound fence, fo u r  fo o t  and h a l f  h igh ,  and so c lose th a t  the
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beasts or k ind break ing i n t o  the same, could not creep th rough,  or w i th  an 

hedge two f o o t  h ig h ,  upon a d i t c h  o f  th ree  fo o t  deep, and th ree  fo o t  broad, 

or ins tead of such hedge, a r a i l  fence of two fo o t  and h a l f  h igh ,  the hedge 

or fence being so c lose  th a t  none o f  the c rea tu res  a fo resa id  can creep 

th rough ,  (which sha l l  be accounted a law fu l  fe n ce ) ,  the  owner of the said 

horses, mares, c a t t l e ,  hogs, sheep, or goats ,  and o f  any one o f  them, 

s h a l l ,  f o r  the f i r s t  t respass  by any of them committed, make re para t ion  to  

the p a r ty  i n j u r e d ,  f o r  the t r u e  va lue o f  the damage he sha l l  s u s ta in ,  w i th  

costs of s u i t ;  and f o r  every t respass a f te rw a rds ,  double damages, and costs 

o f  s u i t :  To be recovered in  any co u r t  o f  record in t h i s  her m a je s ty 's

colony and dominion, in  such manner as the law, in  the l i k e  cases, d i r e c t s "  

(Appendix I I a , ;H e n in g ,  1969, 111:280).

The p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  these animals i s  no t iced  by Hugh Jones in  h is  

account o f  the present s ta te  o f  V i r g i n i a  in  1724. " In  the marshes, woods 

and o ld  f i e l d s  i s  good range f o r  stock in  the s p r in g ,  summer, and f a l l ;  and

the  hogs w i l l  run f a t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  roo ts  o f  f l a g s  and reed,  which abounding

in the marshes they roo t  up and ea t"  (Jones, 1956:78).  Jones comments on 

the nu is iance  which they c rea te  w i t h i n  towns. Measures taken to  a l l e v i a t e  

t h e i r  wanderings are to  mark the c a t t l e  and hogs which is  done by c u t t i n g  

the ears or b rand ing. The marks are recorded by the cou r t  and sometimes 

assigned by the c o u r t .  A lso ,  he notes th a t  as each town grew in  s i z e ,  the 

Assembly passed laws fo rb id d in g  hogs to  run a t  la rge  in i t s  s t r e e t s  (Jones, 

1956:199).

The main g ra in  crop ra ised  in  the T idewater area was " In d ia n  co rn " .

He recognizes t h a t  Ind ian corn is  the best food f o r  c a t t l e ,  hogs, sheep,

and horses; " the  blades and tops are e x c e l le n t  fodder ,  when wel l  cured" 

(Jones, 1956:78) .  Ind ian corn was very a v a i l a b le  f o r  the wandering animals
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in the f i e l d s ,  so th a t  worm fences were main ta ined around the p la n ts .

Worm fences enclosed tobacco and corn p la n ts .  They were s p l i t  r a i l s  l a id  

end to  end, w i th  ends ove r lapp ing  at an angle 60° and the r a i l s  on the 

ground and in  the o u te r  j u n c t u r e  o f  the to p ,  kept the r a i l s  in  p lace 

(Jones, 1956:77) .  Enclosures in s id e  the towns probably  were e i t h e r  paled 

or wormed fences.

The economy o f  T idewater  r e l i e d  on corn and wheat as expor t  g ra in  

crops as we l l  as tobacco, the cash crop. Pork was a lso  a s ta b le  export  

p roduc t .  The presence of corn ensured p le n ty  o f pork , s ince the hogs 

reproduced q u ic k l y  w i th  such an a v a i l a b l e  food source. Hogs ran f r e e l y  and 

many were w i l d ,  not having an owner. Recovering damages incu r red  by w i ld  

hogs, l e g a l l y ,  was im poss ib le .  Strong enc losures ,  b u i l t  f o r  p r o te c t io n  

aga ins t  un ru ly  an imals , however, was adv isab le  not only f o r  animals l e g a l l y

owned, but f o r  the animals which ran w i l d .

The p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of some o f  those animals was g rea t  enough in  some 

areas, so t h a t  separate l e g i s l a t i o n  was passed to  compensate. In the 

August 1734 assembly sess ion ,  "An Act to  r e s t r a i n  hogs and goats froin going 

a t  la rg e  in  the said Town o f  York" passed.

Chap. XXX August 1734

"and whereas i t  i s  represented to  t h i s  Assembly t h a t  great  numbers o f  

hogs and goats are ra is e d ,  and su f fe red  to  go at l a rg e ,  in  the said town of 

York, to  the very g reat  p re ju d ic e  o f  the i n h a b i ta n ts  th e r e o f :  Be i t

f u r t h e r  enacted,  by the a u t h o r i t y  a fo re s a id ,  t h a t  from and a f t e r  the  pass­

ing o f  t h i s  a c t ,  i t  sha l l  not be law fu l  f o r  any person or persons, owners

o f  any swine or goats , to  s u f f e r  the same to  run or go at l a r g e ,  w i t h i n  the

l i m i t  o f  the said town; and i f  any swine or  goats sha l l  be found running or
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going a t  l a rg e ,  w i t h i n  the said l i m i t s ,  i t  sha l l  be law fu l  f o r  any person 

whatsoever,  to  k i l l  and des t roy  every such swine or goat so running or 

going a t  l a rg e "  (Hening, 1969, 111:466).

The suggested s i t u a t i o n  from t h i s  act was th a t  the town p rope r ty  was 

being employed as common pasture by some town in h a b i ta n ts  to  the de t r im en t  

o f  o th e rs .  Rather than i n s i s t  upon enclosed town l o t s ,  the s t ra y  animals 

are to  be k i l l e d .  I t  i s  made c le a r  l a t e r  t h a t  t h i s  does not apply to  

owners d r i v i n g  t h e i r  swine or goats th rough the town l i m i t s  f o r  market or 

when t r a n s p o r t in g  them. Nonetheless, s ince pork was valued as an expor t  

revenue, t o  k i l l  the s t rays  was a s trong a l t e r n a t i v e .  The popu la t ion  

growth of swine and goats must have been exceeding t h e i r  value as expor t  

p roduc ts .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  i s ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  meant as an in t e r n a l  balance.

Newtown, another  p o r t ,  a lso received an order  from the Assembly in  

1745 in  which hogs were not to  run a t  la rg e  and permits  them to  be k i l l e d  

i f  a t  l a rg e "  by any person ins id e  the town l i m i t s "  (Hening, 1969, V:387).

To a l lo w  anyone to  k i l l  them i r r e g a r d le s s  o f  the owner's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and 

legal c la im s ,  i s  a d r a s t i c  step from the 1705 l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which spe l led  

out in  d e t a i l  the damages se t t lem en t  between the i n ju re d  p a r t i e s .  Again 

t h i s  i n d i c a te s  a rap id  e s c a la t io n  o f  the swine popu la t ion  in the f i r s t  two 

qu a r te rs  o f  the e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry .

E l iz a b e th  C i t y ' s  s o lu t io n  to  the problem o f  s t ra y  animals i s  much 

d i f f e r e n t  than the o th e r  towns' r e g u la t i o n s .  Beginning in 1742, a Pound is  

au thor ized  to be e rec ted .  Those animals found " e s t ra y "  in the county were 

to  be impounded at some convenient p lace o r  places u n t i l  c laimed and u n t i l  

the damages of the trespass were s e t t l e d .  I f  damages were f o r f e i t e d ,  then 

the animals were appra ised and sold p u b l i c l y  to  the h ighest b idde r .  This
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law i s  rev ised in 1744 and 1748 because i t  was found b e n e f i c ia l  to  the 

i n h a b i t a n t s .  The l a s t  r e v is a l  o f  the law was to  cont inue f o r  seven years .  

In 1756, no f u r t h e r  re v is a l  occurs (see Appendix 11b f o r  these a c ts ) .

In 1748 a r e v is a l  o f  o the r  acts  by the assembly were passed in 

October.  Some of the laws passed by e a r l i e r  assemblies had been repealed 

under the hand o f  Governor D inw idd ie  from HMS L e t te r s  Patent to  the 

Colony. Many of these were laws in  e f f e c t  about how to  prevent  d e s t ru c t io n  

o f  p ro pe r ty  by s t ra y s .  The repeals  inc luded the 1734 acts f o r  York and 

G loucester .  Other repealed laws were f o r  the Town o f  S u f fo lk  about 

p reven t ing  "hogs and goats going at l a r g e " ,  f o r  the town o f  Walkerston 

about p reven t ing  " the  in h a b i t a n t s  th e re o f  from ra i s i n g  and keeping hogs", 

f o r  the town o f  Tappahannock (1744) " t o  prevent the r a i s i n g  and keeping 

hogs a t  la rge  w i t h i n  the said town,"  and in the same y e a r ,  f o r  the town of 

Urbanna, an act f o r  not keeping hogs at la rge  (Hening, 1969, V:567)-  A l l  

these towns were p o r ts  e s ta b l i sh e d  between 1680-1705, l i k e  Hampton.

The 1748 assembly renewed the law about animal t re sp a ss ,  which l i k e  

the 1705 a c t ,  s t resses  the l e g a l i t i e s  of ownership and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  damages (Appendix 11 a ) .  The Crown may have re a l i z e d  th a t  the laws,  

a l lo w in g  any person freedom to  k i l l  an imals , would q u ic k l y  reduce the 

p r o f i t a b l e  expor ts  o f  pork . A lso ,  lega l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  needed to  be 

c le a r  to  s e t t l e  the damages created by the s t rays  as wel l  as a l t e r n a t i v e s  

to  keep the s t rays  under c o n t r o l .  The s o lu t i o n ,  as in 1705, was the 

enc losure of a l l  p ro p e r ty ,  not j u s t  those owning the an imals . Bu r ia l  place 

enclosures were a lso  meant to  prevent animals from s t ra y in g  w i t h i n ,  which 

the 1661/2 l e g i s l a t i o n  s ta te s .  Because b u r ia l  grounds in  e igh teen th  

cen tu ry  Tidewater  were pa r t  o f  the chu rch 's  ya rd ,  the area surrounding a 

church was enclosed. In towns, these enclosures would be needed more, as
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evidenced by the l e g i s l a t i o n  to  co n t ro l  the p r o l i f i c  swine and goats dur ing 

t h i s  pe r io d .

The enc losure medium fo r  the seventeenth century  was paled fences,  

d i t c h e s ,  and hedges. By the e a r l y  e igh teen th  c e n tu ry ,  worm and r a i l  fences 

are in  use as wel l  as hedges, d i t c h e s  or pa les. For those who could a f fo rd  

i t ,  b r i c k  as enc losure medium was in t roduced .  In l e g i s l a t i o n ,  the b u i l d in g

o f  w a l l s ,  as mentioned e a r l i e r ,  i s  in t roduced as e a r ly  as 1705 f o r

W i l l iam sburg .  Wal ls are au tho r ized  in  po r ts  and towns a t  t h i s  t ime fo r  

l o t s  along the main s t r e e t s .  Churches, as w i l l  be discussed in Chapter IV, 

were i n v a r i a b l y  on one o f  the main s t r e e ts  w i t h in  the town's  p lan .

The E l iza b e th  C i ty  Par ish  Church of 1728 pres ides over the west end of 

Queen S t r e e t ,  the main s t r e e t  running east-west  through Hampton. The 

churchyard was used f o r  b u r ia l s  s ince i t s  a l l o c a t i o n  as the church l o t ,  so 

t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  would have requ i red  an enclosure  about i t .  In the 

e a r l i e s t  s u rv iv in g  ve s t ry  book (1751-1784) of E l i z : C i t y ,  an account o f  

payment i s  made on October 17, 1751, about re p a i r s  f o r  the church gate.

The church gate was to  have two cedar posts .  The churchyard had an

enc losure  a t  t h i s  t ime which needed a gate entrance. The enclosure was

probably  a wooden fence as requ i red  by previous l e g i s l a t i o n .  At a ves t ry  

meeting in  1758, an amount o f  1 36 .14 .4 -3 /4  is  " t o  remain in the church­

wardens' hands u n t i l  the work and value of the b r ic k s  be known by James 

La t im er ,  James Nay lo r ,  Charles Cooper, and W i l l i a m  Sk inner ,  who are to  

value and re p o r t  to  the churchwardens upon oath"  (Vestry  Book of E l i z r C i t y  

P a r is h :7 2 ) .  I t  appears th a t  an amount had been c o l l e c te d  from the par ish  

and was being he ld ,  u n t i l  the work arid q u a l i t y  of some b r ic k  lay in g  had 

been approved by the  appointed p a r ish io n e rs  (L a t im e r ,  N ay lo r ,  and Skinner
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had been in  d isp u te  w i th  the ve s t ry  in  1725-1727, about the choice o f  the 

new church l o t  o f  1727). At a meeting o f  the v e s t r y  on August 2, 1759, one 

year and seven months l a t e r  (January 1 becomes New Year's Day in  1751), i t  

i s  "ordered t h a t  the Church Wardens g ive  n o t ice  to  the persons who agreed 

to  b u i l d  the churchyard w a l ls  t h a t  i f  the said persons do not f i n i s h  the 

said churchyard w a l l s  by the 15th  day o f  September next th a t  the Church 

Wardens sha l l  b r ing  s u i t  aga ins t  them f o r  not complying w i th  t h e i r  agree­

ment" (Ves t ry  Book o f  E l i z :  C i t y  P a r ish ,  1759:91).  The b r ic k  wal l  around 

the chu rch 's  yard was being b u i l t  in 1759 and by 1762 on January 27, the 

v e s t r y  i s  compla in ing  about the c o n d i t i o n  o f  the w a l l ,  which had been 

b u i l t .  "Co l .  Robert Armis tead, Mr. John A l l e n ,  and Mr. Booth Armistead by 

d e s i re  o f  the Vestry  having viewed the churchyard wal l  re p o r t  t h a t  the said 

wal l  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  and t h a t  the Church Wardens do b r ing  s u i t  upon the 

nonperformance o f  the agreement f o r  b u i l d in g  the said w a l l "  (Vestry  Book o f  

E l i z :  C i t y  Pa r ish ,  1759:113).

The v e s t r y  had not been pleased w i th  the b r i c k  la ye rs  f o r  the church­

yard w a l l ,  from t h e i r  f i r s t  c o n t r a c t .  The re s u l t s  o f  the s u i t ,  i f  ever 

b rough t ,  are not cont inued in  the v e s t r y  book. However, an i tem to  be paid 

f o r  in  the December 22, 1769, accounts reads, "For Booth Armistead f o r  500 

b r i c k  to  r e p a i r  the breach in  the church w a l l ,  to  be deducted out o f  Thos, 

Wooten's a c c o u n t . . .  15" (Vestry  Book of E l i z :  C i t y ,  1969:201).  Whether the 

"Church Wal l"  r e fe r s  to  the yard wa l l  i s  q u es t io n a b le ,  but since Booth 

Armistead was in  the in sp e c t io n  committee f o r  the w a l l ,  i t  might i n d i c a te  

t h a t  the v e s t r y ' s  fe a r  o f  an i n s u f f i c i e n t  c o n s t ru c t io n  was re a l i z e d  seven 

years a f t e r  t h e i r  d e s i re  f o r  a s u i t  aga ins t  the b r i c k l a y e r s .
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Other re p a i r s  f o r  the new b r ic k  enc losu re ,  ma in ly  concerned the 

churchyard gates (see Appendix l i e ) .  In 1763, two churchyard gates are 

made, so t h a t  i t  i s  known th a t  the b r i c k  enc losure  had at l e a s t  two 

entrances.  The e a r l i e s t  d e p i c t i o n  o f  the church (P la te  11) inc ludes  a gate 

on the south and only  on the west has the re  ever been another  gate 

en trance.  The s te e p le ,  cons t ruc ted  in  1762, was added to  the west end o f  

the nave s e t t i n g  o f f  the west end entrance i n t o  the yard ( the s teep le  was a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  a d d i t i o n  f o r  Eng l ish  pa r ish  churches) .  Improvements to  the 

yard inc luded benches, horse b locks and racks, and a s h e l t e r  house b u i l t  

f o r  re c e iv in g  c h a i r s  (smal l  buggies)  and horses (see Appendix l i e ) .

Part  2 The Size o f  the Church Lot 

The s ize  o f  chu rchyards ,  as mentioned e a r l i e r ,  was not le g a l i z e d  in 

England. However, in c o lo n ia l  V i r g i n i a ,  the Assembly d id take up t h i s  

issue .  Contained w i t h i n  an "a c t  f o r  encouragement f o r  e re c t in g  m i l l s ,  i t  

i s  f u r t h e r  enacted th a t  the l i k e  l i b e r t y  sha l l  be granted f o r  two acres of 

land and no more f o r  e re c t in g  churches or  courthouses; provided th a t  in 

case o f  d e se r t io n  of any such s t r u c t u r e ,  the land sha l l  r e v e r t  to  the f i r s t  

p r o p r i e t o r  he paying what he received f o r  i t t "  (Hening, 1969, 11:281).

This law was passed at the September 1667 session o f  the Assembly. I t  also 

prov ided re g u la t i o n s  f o r  the county co u r t  "upon the p a r ty  so re fused"  to  

pay f o r  the m i l l ,  church,  or  courthouse. "The cou r t  sha l l  o rder  and 

impower two o f  t h e i r  commissioners or such o the r  c r e d ib le  persons as they 

sha l l  th in k  f i t t  to  view the said l a n d . . . . ,  then to  value the said q u a n t i t y  

o f  land and to  put the same i n t o  the possession o f  the p a r ty  b u i l d in g  the 

said m i l l  o r  m i l l s ,  (a lso  churches and courthouses)  he ( they)  paying the 

c o n s id e ra t io n  the land i s  valued a t "  (Hening, 1969, 11:261) .
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At E l i z :  C i t y  Par ish  in 1727, one acre and a h a l f  acre are surveyed 

and valued by the orders o f  the c o u r t .  The actual  s ize  o f  the yard enc los ­

ed by i t s  1759 b r i c k  w a l l ,  however, was never known from records and the 

expansions o f  the yard  i n to  a l a r g e r  cemetery have erased the o r i g i n a l  

boundaries ( the  churchyard w a l l ) .

In fo rm a t io n  obta ined from E l iza b e th  C i t y ' s  Court records do provide 

several survey accounts which g ive the dimensions o f  th ree  o f  the fou r  

sides o f  the yard w a l l .  These accounts provided enough in fo rm a t io n  to  

a r c h a e o lo g ic a l l y  t e s t  w i t h i n  the y a rd ,  f o r  the corners o f the e igh teen th  

cen tu ry  w a l l .  The d e t a i l s  o f  the archaeology are pa r t  o f  Chapter I I I .  The 

f i r s t  s u rve yo r 's  account which was useful  was by Thomas Nicholson. He per­

formed a survey f o r  M i les  Cary 's  Pasture T rac t  in  1811. Part  o f  the 

southern boundary of t h i s  t r a c t  (F igu re  1) was the east and nor th  w a l ls  o f 

the churchyard . The east w a l l  ran 284.6 '  N6°W and the north  wal l  was given 

as 183.5 '  S84°W. The i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  the two w a l l s ,  the reby ,  made a r i g h t  

angle corner  a t  the NE, according to  N icho lson 's  survey (see Appendix 11d 

f o r  e n t i r e  survey accoun t) ( E l i z : C i ty  County Records, Survey Book #1 :21 ) .  

Another surveyor  in 1854, a lso  used the north  wal l  as a d i r e c t i o n a l  r e f e r ­

ence as wel l  as the south wal l  along Queen S t re e t .  C. Hubbard's survey was

fo r  the town o f  Hampton ( E l i z :  C i t y  County records, Survey Book #1, 1761-

1883:120).  His measurement of the nor th  wal l  va r ie s  from N ich o lson 's .  

Hubbard g ives the w a l l ' s  leng th  as 190.7 '  on a S89°W bear ing .  The south 

yard wal l  was 184.19'  along Queen S t re e t .  The bear ing i s  i l l e g i b l e  on the 

o r i g i n a l  m anusc r ip t ,  however, from an 1893 p la t  map o f  Hampton, the church

l o t  f ron tage  i s  p a r a l l e l  to  the s t r e e t  and is  given as S87°05'E a t  184.3 '

( E l i z :  C i t y  County Records, D .B .23:412) .  Having these d isc repanc ies  in the
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records made the archaeology im po r tan t  in order to  v a l i d a te  one or  the 

o th e r .

In o rder  to  use the archaeo logy,  the approximate l i n e s  o f  the o ld  wal l  

had to  be determined w i t h i n  the present cemetery. I f  the  l i n e s  ended at 

co rne rs ,  which d id  not have any graves p resen t ,  then excavat ion  would be 

p o s s ib le .  Beginning a t  the southwest co rne r ,  known from excavat ions in 

1978-79, 284.6 '  were advanced N0°W. An e igh teen th  cen tu ry  wal l  fo o t in g  

found a r c h a e o lo g i c a l l y  in 1981 had a N0°-2°W bear ing which provided the 

d i r e c t i o n  from magnetic n o r th .  At the nor thwest corner  area,  several  grave 

p lo t s  e x i s t e d ,  so th a t  no t e s t i n g  was p o s s ib le .  One hundred e ig h ty  th ree  

and one h a l f  f e e t  were t r a v e le d  east a f t e r  ta k in g  an approximate r i g h t  

angle (us ing an a l id a de  and compass). At the nor theas t  corner  area, 

N icho lson 's  survey was 6 .8 '  o f f  o f  the east l i n e ,  where pa r t  o f  a wal l  

s t i l l  e x i s t s  on the o r i g i n a l  east  l i n e .  The ou ts ide  corner  o f  the 

no r theas t  f o o t i n g ,  found a r c h a e o lo g i c a l l y ,  was 190.3 '  from the northwest  

corner  p o in t  e s ta b l i s h e d  e a r l i e r .  The southeast co rn e r ,  184.3 '  from the 

southwest corner  (a 94° ang le ,  see Figure 2) and the east wal l  l i n e  

(2 8 4 .6 ' )  i n t e r s e c t  underneath the sidewalk along Court S t r e e t .  When Court 

S t re e t  had been extended in  1924, the c i t y  obta ined the southeast corner  of 

the o ld  churchyard and p a r t  o f  the l o t  ( E l i z :  C i t y  County Records, D.B. 

76 :53) .  In t h i s  same y e a r ,  p a r t  o f  the east wal l  to  the o ld  churchyard was 

removed by the pa r ish  (1924 Easter Church B u l l e t i n ) .

The side dimensions of the churchyard were, t h e r e f o r e ,  determined to  

be about 190' on the n o r th ,  284.6 '  on the east and west ,  and 184.19'  to  

184.3 '  on the south. Another rec tang le  w i th  183.5 '  on the nor th  and 278' 

on the west s ide was a lso  mapped (see Figure  2 ) .  The former dimensions
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give a l o t  o f  1.19 acre and the l a t t e r  a l o t  the s ize  o f  1.0038 acres, i t  

appears t h a t  a l though the c o u r t  ordered an acre and a h a l f  t o  be surveyed 

and va lued, the actua l l o t  s ize  purchased was c lo se r  to  an acre.

Other church l o t s  w i t h i n  l e g i s l a t e d  p o r t  towns vary  from one h a l f  an 

acre to  1 -3 /4  acres. When the po r ts  were l e g i s l a t e d ,  the town l o t s  were to  

be surveyed at 1 /2  acre per l o t .  At the York-Hampton Par ish Church in 

Yorktown, b u i l t  in 1697, the o r i g i n a l  l o t  was h a l f  an acre. La te r  in  1713, 

the l o t  to  the  eas t ,  No. 41 was added. The deeded c o n t ra c t  was at the cost 

o f  2 .10. The church l o t  was then an acre. Digging by the Nat ional Park 

S e rv ice ,  in  the churchyard revealed sec t ions  o f  the w a l l ' s  f o o t i n g  (Wi lson, 

1965:66) .  Enough was exposed to  suggest the dimensions o f  the w a l ls  which 

were l a i d  over the l o t ' s  boundaries (F igure  3 ) .  The l o t  s ize was de te rm in ­

ed from the town g r i d ,  surveyed a f t e r  Yorktown became a po r t  s i t e  in  1691.

At the Borough Church in  the p o r t  town o f  N o r fo l k ,  the church l o t  

measures 1 -3 /4  acres. The l o t  and i t s  wal l  l i n e  are s t i l l  i n t a c t .  The 

wal l  i s  American bond (4-8 courses o f  s t re tc h e rs  between header rows) sug­

gest ing  most of i t  is  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , however, i t  s t i l l  

stands on the o r i g i n a l  wa l l  f o o t i n g  l a i d  down in 1759 (Borough Church 

Vestry Book, 1759, November 20) .  The fo o t i n g  has never been in v e s t ig a te d ,  

archaeolog i  c a l l y .

The Borough Church's l o t  dimensions are less o f  a rec tang le  than at 

E l i z :  C i t y  Par ish Church (see F igure  4 ) ,  but again the l o t  s ize i s  based on 

the g r id  l a i d  down in 1681. When the s i t e  was chosen f o r  a p o r t ,  a chapel 

o f  ease b u i l t  in  1641 e x is te d  near. I t  l a t e r  became the par ish  church o f  

E l iza b e th  R ive r .  Th is  church s i t e  was inco rpo ra ted  i n t o  the town p lan ,
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p lac ing  i t  a t  the northernmost edge of the town. The church l o t  was 

designated 1 -3 /4  acres a t  t h i s  t ime (see F igure  5 ) .

In W i l l ia m sbu rg ,  a town not designated as a p o r t ,  the church l o t  and 

the surround ing w a l l s  were determined by the g r id  p a t te rn  o f  the town 

p lan .  Bruton Par ish  Church s i t s  in  a l o t  which i s  one and a h a l f  acres,

3361NS x 192'EW.

Country churches had no town g r id  p a t te rn  to  which they had to  con­

form. The 1/2 acre l o t  d i v i s i o n s  were not l e g i s l a t e d  except f o r  towns. 

Lower Westover Church has wal l  l i n e s  which were loca ted  a r c h a e o lo g i c a l l y .  

The l o t  s ize  based on these dimensions i s  0.378 acre (see Figure  6 ) .  At 

the Yorke V i l l a g e  Church of 1667, the y a rd 's  dimensions are rough ly  90'NS x 

76'EW, g iv in g  on ly  0.157 acre (F igu re  7 ) .  At C h r i s t  Church (1732) in 

Lancaster County, the recons t ruc ted  wal l  was placed over o r i g i n a l  fo o t in g s  

which was approx imate ly  197' square (H a r r in g to n ,  APVA D is c o v e ry :9 ) .  This 

makes a yard of 0.89 acre .  These dimensions are not based on the 1/2 acre 

l o t  g r id s  o f  planned towns and p o r ts .  The church l o t s  common in  l e g i s l a t e d  

po r t  towns, t h e r e f o r e ,  tend to  be less  than two acres, which is  the maximum 

by V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and are more or  equal to  1/2  acre based on the 

l e g i s l a t e d  g r id  s ize  o f  1/2 acre .



CHAPTER I I I

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE 1759 ENCLOSURE AROUND THE ELIZABETH CITY PARISH 

CHURCH ENCLOSURE

The a rchaeo log ica l  e x p lo r a t i o n s  f o r  the E l izabe th  C i t y  P a r ish 's  

churchyard wal l  of 1759 began in November, 1978, under the d i r e c t i o n  of 

Mr. Paul Hudson, the former c u r a to r  o f  the Jamestown Is land  NPS c o l l e c t i o n .  

In 1978 h is  vo lun tee rs  (members o f  the Wi l l iamsburg Chapter o f the ASV and 

o f  h is  a rchaeo log ica l  c lass )  examined the segments o f  e x i s t i n g  b r ic k  w a l l s .  

Along the southwest p o r t io n  of the wal l  (P la te  5) was a sec t ion  o f  Flemish 

bond below the s t r i n g  course which resembled o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t io n .  I t s  

cons is tency  w i th o u t  r e p a i r ,  except modern r e p o in t i n g ,  suggested i t  may be 

the o ld e s t  p a r t  o f  the wa l l  and perhaps from o r i g i n a l  c o n s t ru c t io n .

A break in  the southwest w a l l ,  which has been patched w i th  cement mor­

t a r ,  separates t h i s  " o l d e r "  sec t ion  from an extens ion  towards Queen S t re e t .  

The cemetery p rope r ty  was known to  have been extended 7 fe e t  on the south 

in  1889. An i r o n  fence was put up in 1892 along the Queen S t re e t  f ron tage  

(Vestry  Book #2 o f  E1i z : Ci ty  Par ish :29  and 68) .

Mr. Hudson and Mr. A l le n  Moreledge, an h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h i t e c t ,  a f t e r  

co n s u l t in g  w i th  Mrs. Bever ly  Gundry, the church h i s t o r i a n ,  agreed the lower 

27' o f  the southwest wal l  needed a rchaeo log ica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Archaeology 

could be used to  uncover the fo o t in g  and to  excavate the b u i l d e r ' s  t rench .  

Excavat ion would help v e r i f y  t h a t  the sec t ion  o f  Flemish bond above ground 

was o r i g i n a l  w i th  the f o o t i n g ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Mr. Hudson placed a se r ies  

o f  t e s t  p i t s  (3) along the southwest face in s id e  the ya rd .  Test p i t  3 

(F igure  8 ) ,  placed at the c rack ,  exposed a corner fo o t in g  running eastward.

58
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The p r o f i l e  o f the corner  fo o t i n g  and the wal l  f o o t i n g  were both Engl ish  

bond. The corner  f o o t i n g  i s  th ree  courses measuring nine inches in  depth 

and 18"NS across the top .  The wal l  f o o t i n g  has th ree  courses o f  Engl ish 

bond w i t h  two courses o f  Flemish below the water ta b le  d r i p  b r i c k .  The 

water d r i p  b r ic k s  and fo o t in g  are extended out about two inches from the 

Flemish bond o f  the w a l l  above. There are nine courses exposed o f  Flemish 

bond above the water ta b le  to  the s t r i n g  course. The s t r i n g  courses of two 

Flemish bond rows p r o je c t  from the wa l l  face three inches. The re s t  o f  the

west wal l  i s  o f recent r e p a i r  from 1968-1974. The he igh t  o f  the present

wal l  i s  5 .75 '  from ground l e v e l .  The he igh t  from the s t r i n g  course to  the 

water ta b le  i s  2 .25 '  and the depth from the water t a b le  to  the l a s t  course 

o f  f o o t i n g  i s  1 .625 ' (F igure  8 ) .

A re fe rence  from an adver t isement in  the American Beacon loca ted  by 

Mrs. Gundry, d is c lo s e s  a proposal f o r  an ex tens ive  re p a i r  o f  the yard wal l

" f o r  f u r n i s h in g  m a te r ia l s ,  and la y in g  50 o r  60,000 b r ic k s  on the wal l  t h a t

encloses the church"  (The American Beacon, 1825, August 17).  The capping 

on the wal l  be fo re  i t s  most recent re p a i r s  in the 1970's reveals  hemi­

spher ica l  capping b r ic k s  (P la te  13).  These may represent the n ine teen th  

century  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  1825. The shape o f  the capping b r i c k  from the 

c o lo n ia l  wa l l  i s  known from fragments found w i t h i n  the t e s t  p i t s  o f  1978 

and 1979, from more recent (1981-82) excavat ions o f  the b u i l d e r ' s  t r e n d ,  

and from examples loca ted  by Mr. Ralph Quinn, the ca re ta ke r .  The ca re take r  

f in d s  the c o lo n ia l  capping b r ic k s  whenever graves are dug along the y a rd 's  

w a l l s  (P la te  14) .

Two a d d i t i o n a l  t e s t  p i t s  along the southwest wal l  were opened by Mr. 

Hudson. T h e i r  f o o t i n g  c o n s t ru c t io n  shows no v a r i a t i o n  in the number o f
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courses (F ig u re  9 ) .  Test p i t  1 has th ree  courses o f  Engl ish bond and two 

o f  Flemish up to  the water  t a b le .  Test p i t  2 i s  construc ted  the same way. 

The depths from the water ta b le  to  the bottom o f  the fo o t in g  are the same 

as in  t e s t  p i t  3 ,  accord ing to  Lued tke 's  p r o f i l e s  (F igure  9 . )

The a r t i f a c t s  c o l l e c te d  from these p i t s  were a m ix tu re  o f  l a t e  

e igh teen th  and e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  t r a s h .  Some o f  the  more i n t e r e s t ­

ing fragments are p ic tu re d  w i th  t h e i r  respec t ive  depths (P la te  15).

Without a t rench  p r o f i l e ,  map, or  provenienced a r t i f a c t s ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

to  a s c e r ta in  which a r t i f a c t s  came d i r e c t l y  from the b u i l d e r ' s  t re n ch .  The 

b u i l d e r ' s  t rench  i s  o u t l i n e d  f o r  t e s t  p i t  3 a t  the southwest co rner  in 

Luedtke 's  drawings. The few fragments found in t e s t  p i t  3 are predomi­

n a n t ly  o f  m id -e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  o r i g i n .  A wine b o t t l e  base (1757-1761) 

was found in  " the  second la y e r "  (Hume, 1969:67).  Fragments from the "upper 

l a y e r "  (su r fa ce  to  4 " )  crossmend w i th  the base. The p r o f i l e  o f  the base in 

in F igure  10.

A r t i f a c t s  from t e s t  p i t s  1 and 2 are i d e n t i f i e d  as coming e i t h e r  from 

the sur face  to  6" deep or to  10 " ,  12 " ,  or  16" in depth. They are main ly  

l a t e  e ig h te e n th  and e a r ly  n ine teen th  cen tu ry .  These a r t i f a c t s  may 

represent the 1825 c o n s t r u c t io n  proposal mentioned in  The American Beacon. 

The f o o t i n g  in  these p i t s  are Eng l ish  bond and are contemperaneous w i th  the 

fo o t i n g  in  the southwest co rne r .  The f i l l  beside the fo o t i n g  is  o f  a l a t e r  

c o n te x t .  The yard  was regraded o f t e n .  Also the t re e  roo ts  nearby could 

cause l a t e r  i n t r u s io n s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a n ine teen th  cen tu ry  hotel  in the 

next l o t  may have been the source o f  t ra s h  deposi ted over the west wal l  

i n t o  the churchyard.
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In 1979 Mr. Hudson again explored the y a r d ' s  wal l  remnants. The 

se c t io n  o f  repa i red  east w a l l  along the pa r ish  b u i l d in g s  was in v e s t ig a te d  

w i th  th ree  t e s t  p i t s ,  along the western face in s id e  the yard (F igure  2 ) . 

The p r o f i l e  sketches o f  the fo o t in g s  are both Engl ish  and Flemish bond 

(F igure  11) .  No scale i s  provided w i th  these sketches to  compare the 

dimensions.  No a r t i f a c t s  were recovered from t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  the 

d i f f e r e n t  fo o t i n g  c o n s t ru c t io n  suggests t h i s  wal l  secion has been repa i red  

below ground as w e l l  as above (P la te  16).

In November 1980, Mr. Hudson and Mrs. Anne Garland supervised a probe 

e x p lo r a t i o n  w i t h i n  the ya rd .  Mr. Hudson had a copy o f  Bishop B e n t le y 's  map 

o f  the Bruton Par ish  churchyard . The dimensions o f  t h i s  o r i g i n a l  yard of 

1683 are 192'EW and 3361NS (1 .48 ac res ) .  Using t h i s  yard as a p ro to typ e ,  

the w id th  o f  St.  John 's  yard nearest the church b u i l d in g  was walked o f f  and 

approx im ate ly  measured w i th  a 100 fo o t  tape. The w id th  was about 194' 

accord ing to  t h i s  rough measurement. Because o f  the nearness to  the w id th  

o f  Bruton P a r i s h 's  y a r d ,  the nor th  to  south dimension was a lso  roughly  

measured from the southwest co rn e r ,  loca ted  in 1978, along the west w a l l ,  

u n t i l  336* were extended past the e x i s t i n g  w a l l .  With probes, a l i n e  was 

tes ted  extend ing from a p o ss ib le  nor thwest  co rner  to  a p oss ib le  n o r theas t  

co rner .  The d i f f i c u l t y  o f  probe t e s t i n g  in  a cemetery was q u ic k ly  

apparent.  The presence of cement v a u l t s  and fo o t in g s  f o r  p lo t s  complicated 

any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .

The poss ib le  area of the no r theas t  co rner  was in v e s t ig a te d  by Mr. 

Hudson in  1979 w i t h  several  p i t s .  From t h i s ,  no drawings are recorded. 

The i r  general lo c a t io n s  are inc luded on the o v e ra l l  plan (F igure  2 ) .  They
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found the cement f o o t i n g  o f  an i r o n  fence used f o r  a grave p lo t  marker in 

one o f  the p i t s .  T h e i r  attempts were i n c l u s i v e .

In J u ly  1981, Mrs. Anne Gar land, w i th  the K icotan Chapter o f the 

Archaeo log ica l  Soc ie ty  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  began an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  in the 

m id -e igh teen th  cen tu ry  churchyard enc losu re .  A f t e r  the  probe survey had 

proven inadequate in  November 1980 as a means o f  remote sensing w i th  an 

" a c t i v e "  graveyard, excavat ion  in  lo g i c a l  areas was decided to  be a b e t t e r  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  The chapte r  adopted as i t s  f i e l d  p r o je c t  the excavat ion o f  

two trenches along the west w a l l .  The present west wal l  (F igure  12) 

extends from Queen S t re e t  198' and makes a 90° tu rn  westward. The corner 

created by t h i s  tu rn  s i t s  beside a tombstone of 1855. The next tombstone, 

d i r e c t l y  west ,  marks a grave p l o t  which has i t s  easte rn  footage a b u t t in g  

the back of the 1855 s tone. D i r e c t l y  behind the 1855 stone and at the fo o t  

o f  the l a t e r  p l o t  (which had a stone o f  1933) was a narrow s t r i p  o f  ground 

which might  have been und is tu rbed by the d igg ing  o f  the 1933 grave. A 2'EW 

x 4'NS t rench  was placed a t  the back o f  the 1855 s tone,  a l low ing  one fo o t  

over lap on e i t h e r  side o f  the no r th  to south l i n e  created by the e x i s t i n g  

west w a l1 (Fi  gure 2 ) .

The t rench was p a r a l l e l  to  a nor th  to  south datum l i n e  which had been 

extended from the i ro n  fence on Queen S t re e t  along the western p o r t i o n  o f  

the churchyard. I t s  l i m i t  was the eastwest b r i c k  walk in  the present  

cemetery (F igure  12).  The datum p o in t ,  chosen along t h i s  no r th -sou th  l i n e ,  

from which a l l  the e le v a t io n  measurements were taken ,  was 200' from the 

i r o n  fence and 2 4 ' EW from the e x i s t i n g  southwest corner  formed by the 

i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  the i ro n  fence and b r ic k  wal l  put up in  the tw e n t ie th  

century  (F igure  2 ) .  The 200' datum p o in t  i s  between the tombstones o f
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Lamar and Georgie Hol lyday which are near an aged crepe m y r t le  t r e e  at t h i s  

w r i t i n g .  In o rder  to  l a y  ou t  the datum l i n e  and record the yard wal l  on 

the west as wel l  as the church b u i l d i n g ,  an a l id a d e ,  a plane t a b l e ,  a 100' 

tape ,  and a plum bob were used. A l l  measurements in  t h i s  re p o r t  are given 

in ten ths  o f  f e e t .  E le va t io n s  were a lso  taken using an a l idade  and a 

s ta d ia  rod ,  marked in  ten ths  o f  f e e t .

A f t e r  t r i a n g u l a t i n g  a 4 1NS x 2'EW trench  from the datum l i n e ,  the 

Kicotan Chapter began excava t ing .  The sod, and two t o p s o i l  f i l l s  were 

removed befo re  lo c a t in g  the sur face  o f  two fea tu res  created by the con­

s t r u c t i o n  and d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a wa l l  f o o t i n g .  Running p a r a l l e l  w i th  each 

o the r  and the n o r th -sou th  l i n e  o f  the t rench were two f i l l s  (F igure  13) .  

P r o je c t in g  from the sou theast -sou thwest  ba lk was a set o f  l a i d  b r i c k s .  The 

b r ic k s  e v id e n t l y  were a l l  t h a t  remained o f  a f o o t i n g .  The re s t  of the 

f i l l ,  a long the l i n e s  o f  where the fo o t i n g  once ran, was mixed to p s o i l  and 

s u b s o i l .  The s o i l  was a dark gray w i th  a loamy t e x t u r e .  A r t i f a c t s  

recovered from the su r face  i n d ic a te d  a g e n e ra l l y  n ine teen th  centu ry  

d e p o s i t .  The p a r a l l e l  f i l l  to  the east was d i s t i n c t l y  f u l l  o f  porous b r ic k  

fragments c o lo r i n g  the loamy-c lay  s o i l  orange-brown. I t  appeared t h a t  t h i s  

f i l l  was p a r t  of  the b u i l d e r ' s  t rench  s t i l l  i n t a c t  as i t  abut ted the back 

o f  the 1855 tombstone. The tombstone had in t ruded  i n to  the b u i l d e r ' s  

t re n ch .

In o rder  t o  acqu i re  an eas t-west  dimension o f  the t re n c h ,  another 

t rench  was placed to  the south o f  U n i t  1. The next u n i t  was placed perpen­

d i c u l a r  t o  the 2 ' x 4 '  t re n ch .  U n i t  2 (see F igure  2) was 1 ' NS x 6'EW. The 

to p s o i l  l e v e ls  were the same as in U n i t  1. T h e i r  common depth was 6" below 

modern grade (10:14 MASL; Figures 14 and 15).  A f t e r  removal o f  laye rs  /2A 

and /2B, the top o f  a l a i d  f o o t i n g  appeared (F igure  16; P la te  20) .  Beside
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the fo o t i n g  was the east-west w id th  o f  the b u i l d e r ' s  t re n ch ,  a b u t t in g  the 

f o o t i n g  on the  eas t .

The l o c a t io n  o f  the t rench  was the same as found by Mr. Hudson in 

t e s t  p i t  3 (see F igure  9 ) .  The east-west  measurement i s  s i m i l a r  ( t e s t  p i t  

3 = 1 - 1 / 2 ' ;  44HT51/2D = 1 - 3 / 4 ' ) .  The top o f  the fo o t i n g  b r ic k s  in  44HT51/1 

i s  9 .82 '  MASL and in  44HT51/2 i s  9 .74 '  MASL (0 .32 '  and 0 . 4 ' ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

below the MASL o f  modern grade, 10.14 '  MASL). To determine the f o o t i n g ' s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and to  acqu i re  data about i t s  general da te ,  the dec is ion  

was made to  excavate the b u i l d e r ' s  t re n ch .  The b u i l d e r ' s  t rench  was 

excavated in  both 44HT51/1 and 44HT51/2.

On the sur face  of 44HT51/1D, many la rge  b r ic k  fragments were exposed 

(F igure  13) .  The f i r s t  l e v e l  ( / I D )  cont inued to  have broken b r i c k  bats 

th roughout  i t s  depth. The b r ic k s  depths were between 0 .2 6 '  and 0 .55 '  from 

modern grade a t  10.14 MASL (F igure  14).  The b r i c k  bats were predominant ly 

u n d e r f i r e d .  The s o f t  b r i c k  crumbs had given the s o i l  an orange c o lo r ,  the 

s o i l  t e x tu r e  was a c la y  and loam m ix tu re  as a r e s u l t .

W i th in  /1D1 was a lso  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  capping b r ic k s  which resemble the 

many capping b r i c k s  d iscovered by Mr. Quinn, whenever he d igs  around the 

edges of the "o ld  churchyard"  (P la te  14) .  I t  has a d i s t i n c t i v e  p r o f i l e .  

W i th in  le v e l  / 1D1, one complete cap and two fragments remained (F igure  16).

Among the churchyard w a l ls  e i t h e r  s t i l l  standing (B landford  Church, 

Borough Church, Bruton Par ish Church) ,  o r  excavated a rc h a e o lo g i c a l l y  (Lower 

Westover, C h r i s t  Church),  the re  are no capping b r ic ks  shaped e x a c t l y  l i k e  

the ones loca ted  a t  the E l iza b e th  C i t y  Parish Church (1728). Some o f  the 

capping b r ic k s  on the present wal l  of the Borough Church, N or fo lk  (S t .  

P a u l ' s )  have a s i m i l a r  shape, but are w ider  (P la te  17).  C h r i s t  Church
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excavat ions in  1959 uncovered molded capping b r ic k s  which are a lso  d i s t i n c t  

from the more common hemispherica l  shape (F igure  17a).  The hemispherical  

shape i s  documented, both h i s t o r i c a l l y  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y , a t  Bruton 

Par ish Church, W i l l ia m sbu rg ,  B land fo rd  Church, Petersburg ,  and Lower 

Westover, Charles C i ty  County (F igu re  17) .  The shape is  o f te n  used as a

p ro to typ e  f o r  the r e s to r a t i o n  o f  many c o lo n ia l  b r ic k  w a l l s  unless

archaeo log ica l  evidence is  a v a i l a b le .  N ineteenth  century  re p a i rs  to  St.  

John 's  churchyard w a l l  ( E l i z : C i t y  Par ish )  used these h a l f  moon capping 

b r i c k s .  Before the west wal l  was to rn  down and r e b u i l t  in  the e a r ly

1970 's ,  these cap b r ic k s  were s t i l l  e v id e n t  (P la te  13).

A second la y e r  ex is te d  between the top leve l  and bottom leve l  o f  the 

b u i l d e r ' s  t r e n c h ,  but the le v e l  d id  not extend th roughout the p r o f i l e .  

Wi th in  leve l  1D2 were sca t te re d  many mor ta r  fragments and some i n d i v id u a l  

o ys te r  s h e l l s .  The mor ta r  was made o f  o y s te r  s h e l l s .  The she l l  and mortar 

were denser near the bottom o f  the l e v e l .  The l e v e l ' s  top at 9 .16 '  MASL 

and 9 .97 '  MASL, was 0 .3 '  a t  i t s  deepest.  I t  extended 2 .5 '  h o r i z o n t a l l y  

i n t o  the b u i l d e r ' s  t rench  from the southeast corner  o f  Un i t  1 (F igure  14) .  

Having less  u n d e r f i r e d  b r i c k  fragments ,  the  s o i l  was a medium tone w i th  a 

sand and loam m ix tu re .

The next leve l  was a brown s i l t  l a y e r  m o t t led  w i th  y e l lo w  sand and 

w i th  in f r e q u e n t  b r i c k  f l e c k s .  A few m or ta r  ch ips  were i r r e g u l a r l y  

loca ted .  44HT51/1D3 was 9 .13 '  MASL a t  i t s  h ighes t  and 8 .81 '  MASL a t  i t s  

lowest along the edge of the fo o t i n g  in  U n i t  2 (F igure  15) .  I t  ends in  the 

n o r th ea s t  ba lk  o f  U n i t  1 a t  8 .96 '  MASL. I t  i s ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  0 .2 '  deep 

nearest the fo o t i n g  and slopes up away from the fo o t i n g  to  as high as 0 .55 '  

along the eastern  edge o f  the b u i l d e r ' s  t re n ch .
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This s i l t  l a y e r  cont inues beneath the f o o t i n g .  The b r i c k la y e r s  began 

t h e i r  f i r s t  course o f  headers f o r  Eng l ish  bond upon t h i s  s i l t  l a y e r  

(F igures 15 and 18) .  The s i l t  l a y e r  cont inues w i t h i n  the p r o f i l e  o f the 

d e s t r u c t i o n  f i l l  f o r  1 .2 '  beyond the remains o f  the fo o t i n g  (F igure  18).

The fo o t i n g  i t s e l f ,  / IC  and /2C, i s  fo u r  courses o f  Eng l ish  bond 

beginn ing on the bottom w i th  a row o f  headers. The next h igher  row o f  

headers in  Level 2C are glazed w h i le  the two headers in / IC  are unglazed,  

along the same course (F igure  18) .  The b r ic k s  measure on an average o f  

0 .3 '  x 0 .7 '  w i t h  0 .05 '  gaps f o r  the mortared j o i n t s .  In the h o r izo n ta l  

plan (F igures  16 and 1 9 ) ,  the c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  the Eng l ish  bond i s  l a i d  w i th  

cen te r  b r i c k s  set p e rpend icu la r  (eas t -wes t )  to  the s t r e t c h e r  b r ic k s  running 

n o r th -so u th  (P la te  21) .  This  crea tes a fo o t i n g  breadth along the to p ,  east 

to  west ,  o f  1 .5 '  (18 "0 ) .  This corresponds to  the fo o t i n g  loca ted  at the 

southwest co rner  in  1978.

For the row o f  headers, one s t r e t c h e r  is  l a i d  no r th  to  south in  the 

ce n te r  (F igure  15) .  One row o f  f u l l  b r i c k s  l a i d  e a s t -w es t ,  abuts the 

s t re tc h e rs  in  the ce n te r .  On the oppos i te  side o f  the centered n o r th -sou th  

s t r e t c h e r s ,  are h a l f - b r i c k s  l a i d  so t h a t  the header i s  v i s i b l e  along the 

e x t e r i o r  face .  Another method to  make a row o f  headers was to  lay in  each 

course two s t r e t c h e r s  end to  end (e a s t -w e s t ) .  By adding these w id ths  and 

lengths f o r  each o f  these arrangements, 1 .5 '  i s  achieved as the east-west  

breadth o f  the f o o t i n g .

Because of the la rge  b r ic k s  in  the f i r s t  la y e r  o f  b u i l d e r ' s  t re n c h ,  i t  

appears t h a t  the yard was cleaned a f t e r  c o n s t ru c t io n  by pushing any unused 

(cap b r i c k s )  or  u n d e r f i re d  (not usuable) b r i c k s  i n t o  the hole . I t  was the
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f i n a l  d epos i t  used to  f i l l  up the t rench which was dug to  b u i l d  the f o o t ­

ing .  I t  a lso  appears t h a t  once the d i t c h  was dug, i t  was l e f t  open long 

enough f o r  e r ro s io n  and wash from ra in  to  c rea te  a s i l t  l a y e r  on the 

bottom. I t  was upon t h i s  s i l t  t h a t  the fo o t i n g  i s  l a i d .  The lo c a l i z e d  

leve l  o f  1D2 and 2D2 has more mor ta r  fragments than e i t h e r  leve l  above or 

below. I t  i s  suggested i t  i s  a l o c a l i z e d  depos i t  o f  unused mortar thrown 

in by the b r ic k  laye rs  to  f i l l  up the t rench  along t h a t  pa r t  o f  the f o o t ­

ing .

A f t e r  de te rm in ing  the n o r th -sou th  l i n e  o f  the fo o t i n g  and the charac­

t e r  o f  the t re n ch  and f o o t i n g ,  the next o b je c t i v e  was to  lo c a te  another 

co rner .  To do t h i s ,  much research was undertaken in the county cou r t  

records to  l o c a te  deeds or  d e s c r ip t i o n s  o f  p ro pe r ty  a b u t t in g  the church 

l o t .  E ve n tu a l l y  enough data was c o l l e c te d  to  surmise the leng th  o f  the 

west wa l l  f rom the southwest co rner .  This  dimension comes from a survey 

taken in 1811 by Thomas Nicholson f o r  a la rge  t r a c t  nor th  o f  the church

l o t ,  M i les  Cary 's  Pasture T rac t  (Survey & P la t  Book #1761-1883, May 6,

18110:21).

The 1811 survey gave leng ths  f o r  the east wa l l  and nor th  wal l  (see

Appendix I I ) .  The survey a lso  provided d i r e c t i o n a l  headings f o r  the angles

o f  the n o r th ea s t  corner  o f  the  churchyard w a l l .  The angle o f  the nor theast  

corner  was 90°. The leng th  o f  the east wal l  from the southeast co rner  was 

17 1/4  poles ( 2 8 4 .6 ' )  and the leng th  o f  nor th  wa l l  from the no r theas t  

corner  was given as 11 po les and 2 f e e t  ( 1 8 3 . 5 ' ) .

Since the l o c a t io n  o f  the southwest corner  was known, from the 1978 

excava t ions ,  a re fe rence from which to  s t a r t  was a v a i l a b le .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

no d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  the west wa l l  has been loca ted  in  the deeds f o r  a b u t t in g
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p ro p e r t i e s .  Mention o f  the west wal l  as a boundary f o r  a d jo in in g  p roper ty  

i s  made f r e q u e n t l y ,  but no one g ives  i t s  le n g th .  In o rder  to  extend the 

l i n e  past the e x i s t i n g  w a l l ,  284.6 '  was choosen as an assumed le n g th ,  as 

meaaured in  1811 f o r  the east w a l l .  The l o t  plans f o r  l e g i s l a t e d  p o r t  

towns in  T idewate r ,  V i r g i n i a ,  are based upon a g r id  des ign ,  each l o t  being 

rough ly  a re c ta n g le  (Reps, 1972). Having t h i s  i n f o rm a t io n ,  made the 

assumption o f  equal sides f e a s i b l e .  A f t e r  checking the compass d i r e c t i o n  

o f  the f o o t i n g  w i t h i n  44HT51/2 which had been uncovered along the west 

w a l l ,  a l i n e  was extended to  equal 284.6 '  d i r e c t l y  on magnetic n o r th .  The 

fo o t i n g  v a r ie s  between N 0°W and N 2°W (2° east o f  magnetic n o r t h ) .  The 

west wal l  now s tand ing on top o f  the o r i g i n a l  l i n e  v a r ie s  between N 2°W -  N 

4°W a t  the same p o in t .  The 284.6* l i n e  extended to  a fa m i ly  p l o t  o f  the 

Lackey f a m i l y .  The NW p o in t  landed upon a foo ts ton e  marking the grave of 

Charles A. Lackey, March 20, 1847-August 19, 1922. The p o in t  was e x a c t ly  

on the "C" o f  March. A l i n e  t r a v e l i n g  east  was s igh ted  at 90° and l a i d  

down. The p o i n t ,  a f t e r  measurung 183.5 '  on a E-W l i n e ,  f e l l  sho r t  o f  the 

o r i g i n a l  l i n e  of the west w a l l .  The east w a l l ' s  l i n e  is  marked by a sec­

t i o n  o f  w a l l  s t i l l  stand ing along the pa r ish  b u i l d i n g .  From a church 

b u l l e t i n  in  1924 i t  was known th a t  the "o ld  w a l l "  was removed down to  Queen 

S t re e t .  The w a l l  had separated the p a r ish  b u i l d in g  from the church b u i l d ­

ing ( The p a r ish  House was b u i l t  in 1889). Photographs from the church 's  

f i l e s  vaguely e x h i b i t  the east wa l l  in  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n  as i t  extended 

down to  Queen s t r e e t  (P la te  1 ) .  A photograph taken in  1924 shows the 

d e s t r u c t i o n  area a f t e r  the wal l  was removed (P la te  2 ) .  A d e s t r u c t i o n  l i n e ,  

where the wal l  once s tood, i s  v i s i b l e .  This l i n e  i s  the same as the 

se c t io n  l e f t ,  s tand ing  beside the pa r ish  complex (see Figure  2 ) .
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Knowing the o r i g i n a l  l i n e  o f  the east w a l l ,  the  183.5 '  were extended 

to  t h i s  l i n e .  F o r tu n a te l y ,  around t h i s  p o in t ,  a 7 1NS x 3'EW trench  could 

be p laced,  s ince  no recorded b u r ia l s  were in the area (10.26 - 10.44 MASL). 

The t r e n c h 's  dimensions would h o p e fu l l y  a l lo w  f o r  any d isc repanc ies  in 

measurement and d i r e c t i o n  using an a l id a d e ,  a plane t a b l e ,  a 100' ta p e ,  and 

a hand compass.

I t  should be noted th a t  the p o in t  f a l l s  at the easte rn  edge o f  an 

empty s t r i p  o f  land which today extends west and e a s t ,  being in te r ru p te d  

on ly  by the Lackey b u r ia l  p lo t  i t s  west end (P la te  18) .  This s t r i p  o f  land 

vo id  o f  any b u r ia l  markers i s  being used as a pathway by the church s t a f f  

and by v i s i t o r s  to  the cemetery. Th is  s t r i p  o f  land had p re v io u s ly  been 

no t iced  by o the rs  as a l i k e l y  l o c a t io n  o f  the nor th  w a l l ,  s ince no graves 

are marked th e re .

The m a jo r i t y  o f  the grave p lo t s  to  the nor th  o f  t h i s  s t r i p  are f o r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  who died a f t e r  1867. Only one e a r l i e r  p lo t  was recorded f o r  

the  no r th  cemetry. I t  was an i n f a n t  b u r ia l  o f  1853. From the data g a th e r ­

ed about a d jo in in g  land ,  i t  was determined when the f i r s t  nor thern  exten­

s ion o f  the  cemetery was deeded (1877).

From the e a r l i e r  d iscuss ion  about the w a l l ' s  demise, i t  was suggested 

t h a t  the no r th  wa l l  was removed between 1869 and 1878. The v e s t ry  book 

mentions grading the o ld  churchyard in 1878, which would be necessary a f t e r  

the removal o f  a w a l l  in  order  to  cover up exposed f o o t i n g s .  (VB o f  ECP,

E l i z : C i t y  P a r ish ,  1878:308).  The dates of b u r ia l s  immediate ly  along the

no r th  s ide  o f  the s t r i p  are a l l  l a t e r  than 1876 ( a 6 year  o l d ' s  b u r i a l ) .  

The nor thern  ex tens ion  to  L in c o ln  S t re e t  was acquired by deed in  1877 from 

the S i n c l a i r  f a m i l y  a f t e r  8 years  o f  i n d e c is io n .  The unused s t r i p  o f  land 

may have r e s u l t e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  because between 1869 and 1878 (or  e a r l i e r )
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new p lo t s  were s p a t i a l l y  designated in the newly acquired no r th  cemetery. 

When the wa l l  was removed in 1878 (o r  l a t e r ) ,  an empty area remained where 

no p lo t s  had been designated and which had been excluded from the new 

cemetery 's  p l o t  map. A lso ,  the o r a l / w r i t t e n  memory o f  the cemetery 

o f f i c e r s  and the sextons, probably  kept s in g le  p lo t s  from being designated 

where a w a l l ' s  f o o t i n g  e x is te d .  To remove b r i c k  fo o t in g s  i s  a strenuous 

task when o th e r  land f o r  b u r ia l s  i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b le .  By 1932, the date 

when the  present  sexton, Mr. W i l l i a m  Parker ,  began ca r ing  f o r  the cemetery, 

the memory o f  where the no r th  wal l  had been, was gone. The s t r i p  was f i r s t  

in t ru de d  upon in 1917 a t  i t s  western edge w i th  the b u r ia l  o f  Captain George 

Hope which predates Mr. Pa rke r 's  attendance. The knowledge o f  where the 

no r th  w a l l  ran ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  may have been l o s t  by the e a r l y  tw e n t i e th

century  31 years a f t e r  the wal l  was removed.

W i th in  the 7 ‘ NS x 3'EW t re n c h ,  was d iscovered a b r i c k  corner  fo o t in g

(F igure  20) .  The corner  was 1 .5 '  d i s t a n t  from the p lo t t e d  p o in t .  The

b r i c k  co rner  f o o t i n g  i s  a t  9 .82 '  - 10.0 '  MASL. A f t e r  remeasuring the 

d is tance  from the assumed NW corner  on the "C" to  the newly revealed NE 

c o rn e r ,  a len g th  o f  190.3 '  was ob ta ined .  Th is  leng th  i s  6 .8 '  f u r t h e r  than 

the 1811 Surveyor 's  dimension o f  1 8 3 . 5 ' ,  but f a l l s  c lo s e r  to  the leng th  

prov ided by C. Hubbard in  an 1854 Survey o f  Hampton. Hubbard's leng th  is  

11.56 poles (1 9 0 .7 4 ' )  from the NE co rne r  o f the church wal l  to  the NW 

corner  o f  the church l o t  f o r  a t r a c t  f u r t h e r  nor th  east (ECC Survey P la t  

Bk. #1: 121).  His leng th  i s  7 .24 '  more than N icho lsen 's  o f  1811 (1 8 3 .5 ' )  

and i s  4'  more than what was remeasured in real space ( 1 9 0 . 3 ' ) .

The angle of the corner  is  90° which corresponds to  both N icho lson 's  

and Hubbard's d i r e c t i o n a l  readings (S 84°W - N 6°W by Nicholson and S 89°W
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by Hubbard along the nor th  w a l l ) .  A f t e r  excava t ion ,  the  angle measures 

between 90° and 92°,  depending on the i n d i v id u a l  b r i c k s .  At wal l  he ig th  

the angle probably  va r ie d  around 90°, which i s  what Hubbard and Nicholson 

were measuring. In co n c lu s ion ,  a r i g h t  angle tu rn  i s  being made at the NE 

co rner .

In o rder  to  expose the e n t i r e  remains o f  the co rn e r ,  the t r e n c h 's  east 

s ide was extended 3 .1 '  NS x 1'  EW nearest the f o o t i n g .  A f te rw a rds ,  i t  was 

obvious th a t  the b r i c k  f o o t i n g  had the same breadth dimensions ( 1 . 5 1) and 

c o n s t ru c t io n  d e t a i l  across the to p ,  as had the SW corner  and the fo o t in g  

along the west l i n e  (P la te  19) .  In o rder  to  v e r i f y  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  

the NE co rn e r  fo o t i n g  was p a r t  o f  the same wal l  f o o t i n g ,  l i k e  the o the r  

examples, a se c t io n  o f  the b u i l d e r ' s  t rench  in  the c o rn e r ,  (2'NS x 5'W) was 

excavated (P la te  22) .  Because of an unrecorded b u r ia l  which extended from 

the SW ba lk  o f  the u n i t ,  no l a r g e r  area could be opened. A lso ,  several 

t re e  i n t r u s io n s  had occurred along the fo o t i n g  which had penetra ted the 

b u i l d e r ' s  t rench  area. The top  l a y e r  o f  the b u i l d e r ' s  t rench was p a r t i a l l y  

replaced by dark humus from a decaying roo t  (F igure  21) .  The roo t  system 

cont inued th roughout  the b u i l d e r ' s  t r e n c h ,  thereby d e s t ro y in g  a sealed 

c o n te x t .  The purpose o f  excavat ion  was, t h e r e fo r e ,  ma in ly  to  determine 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the corner  f o o t i n g .

The fo o t i n g  running N-S was fo u r  courses of Eng l ish  bond (F igure  22) .  

I t s  c o n s t ru c t io n  was the same as the f o o t i n g  descr ibed along the west w a l l ,  

exposed in  1981. However, the number of courses was d i f f e r e n t  compared to  

the Eng l ish  bond in  T .P .1 -3 ,  excavated in  1978-79. T .P .1 -3  e x h i b i t  on ly  3

courses of Eng l ish  bond from subsoi l  to  the beginning row o f  Flemish bond.
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A lso ,  upon excavat ing the co rner  fo o t i n g  i t  was d iscovered t h a t  as the 

fo o t i n g  made i t s  90° tu rn  westward i t s  courses to  subsoi l  expanded to  11 

(9 .94 '  MASL to  7 . 2 8 ' ) .  The SW co rner  f o o t i n g  had on ly  4 courses o f  

Eng l ish  bond. V a r ia t io n s  do occur near the tu rn s  as the bond p a t te rn  

changes to  accomodate the s h i f t  in d i r e c t i o n .  This  i s  very ev iden t  a t the 

NE corner  (F igu re  21) .  I t  i s  a haphazard arrangemwnt o f  courses and b r ic k s  

in  order  to  c rea te  the r i g h t  t u r n .

The f i l l  which was excavated beside the fo o t i n g  in  U n i t  44HT51/3, had 

4 le v e l s  exc lud ing  the top humus produced by the r o o t s ' s  decay. (F igu re  

21) .  The p r o f i l e  o f  the f i l l  beneath the fo u r  course fo o t in g  i s  the same 

as the p r o f i l e  f o r  the b u i l d e r ' s  t rench  (F igures  21 and 22) .  In o rder  f o r  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  to  e x i s t  the d i t c h  f o r  the corner  p ie r  o f  11 courses was dug

la rg e .  A f t e r  7 courses o f  the co rner  were mortared to g e th e r ,  the d i t c h

around the co rner  p ie r  was probably  f i l l e d .  F i l l  t o  enclose the new corner  

was a lso  depos i ted where the east wal l  was to  begin going south. The 

he igh t  o f  t h i s  f i l l  was ra ised  enough to  a l lo w  the 4 courses of Eng l ish  

bond to  be l a i d  on the same h o r iz o n ta l  plane equal to  the nor th  w a l l ' s  

f o o t i n g .  To ge t  an even w a l l ,  t h i s  was necessary. To help support the  4

courses o f  Eng l ish  bond set on top o f  the new f i l l ,  space b r ic k s  were

placed near the  co rner  j u n c t i o n .  The e ig h th  b r i c k  down from the east wal l  

j u n c t i o n  (8 .2 2 '  MASL), p r o je c ts  out 0 .2 '  and is  glazed (perhaps t h i s  i s  a 

d r i p  b r i c k ) .  Beneath the 4 course f o o t i n g  ( w i t h i n  the f i l l  o f /3E2) as i t  

con t inues southward, are two la rge  b r ic k  fragments. One o f  the b r ic k s  i s  

glazed (8 .7 4 '  MASL; F igure  22).

W i th in  the f i r s t  leve l  o f  the b u i l d e r ' s  t rench  (3E1), la rg e  broken 

b r i c k  bats were found (8.9MASL, 8.86MASL, 9 .44 .+  9 .1 8 ) .  In t h i s  same leve l
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in u n i t s  44HT51/1 +2, la rg e  broken bats and the capping b r ic k s  had been 

excavated (9 .4 6 ,  9.42 + 8.98MASL). Again t h i s  suggests a f i n a l  f i l l  o f  the 

t rench by the workmen w i th  the b r i c k  re fuse  created from the w a l l ' s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The re fuse o f  c o n s t ru c t io n  would have been l y in g  around the 

y a r d ' s  p e r im e te r .

The t h i r d  l e v e l ,  44HT51/3E3, has a composit ion s i m i l a r  to  the t h i r d  

leve l  in  44HT51/1+2 (medium gray loam w i th  some y e l lo w  m o t t l i n g ) .  This 

suggests a contemporary f i l l .

At leve l  44HT51/3E4, ( 7 . 7 8 - 7 . 76MASL; m o t t le d  y e l lo w  c lay  and gray loam 

o f  equal d is p e rs io n )  two wrought i ro n  n a i l s  e x is te d  along the f o o t i n g ' s  

p r o f i l e  (F igu re  23) .  One stood v e r t i c a l l y ,  p ro t ru d in g  i n t o  /3E4 (7 .78 '  

MASL) and the o th e r  l a y  h o r i z o n t a l l y  (7 .76 '  MASL). The h o r izo n ta l  n a i l  lay 

w i t h i n  a s ta i n  o f  medium gray loam ( / 3G in  F igure  23) in  which another 

wrought i r o n  n a i l  a t  7 .74 '  MASL appeared. The s ta in  grew h o r i z o n t a l l y  

underneath /3E4 s lo p in g  towards the fo o t i n g  p r o f i l e  to  7 .32 '  MASL.

A f t e r  the  removal o f  /3E4, exposed underneath was a d ia g o n a l l y  slopped 

s ta in  from a b u r i a l .  The s t a i n ' s  depth along the west ba lk o f  the 2 '  x 5 ‘ 

sec t ion  was 7 .76 '  MASL and descended to  7 .32 '  MASL as i t  t r a v e le d  east i n t o  

the f o o t i n g ' s  f i l l  p r o f i l e  (F igu re  23) .  Such a sharp slope suggests t h a t  

the workmen d ig g in g  the t rench  f o r  the corner  fo o t i n g  might have been 

avo id ing  an i n t r u s io n  w i th  the body. This assumes t h a t  the workmen r e a l i z ­

ed where the grave was and knew they would be i n t r u d in g  i t  w h i le  c o n s t r u c t ­

ing the f o o t i n g .

The b u r ia l  s ta in  was on an E-W a x i s ,  w i th  the narrow end to  the east 

( 4 ‘ ) and the broad end ( 1 ' )  ex tend ing i n t o  the west ba lk  o f  the 2'  x 5'
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s e c t io n .  The N-S p r o f i l e  o f the 2'  x 5' sec t ion  along the east shows the 

t i p  o f  the s t a i n  as i t  con t inues  under the east wal l  f o o t i n g  (F igure  22).  

Excavat ion o f  the s ta in  revealed the d i s t a l  end o f  the l e f t  t i b i a  and a 

meta ta rsa l  from the l e f t  f o o t .  The fee t  were a t  the east w i th  the body 

having been placed on i t s  back. The body, l i k e  t h i s ,  could r i s e  fac ing  the 

east upon re s s u re c t io n .  The presence o f  n a i l s  arranged v e r t i c a l l y  suggests 

a c o f f i n ' s  v e r t i c a l  j o i n t ,  however, the s ta in  d id not have any s t r a i g h t  

edges. The s ta in  was p r i m a r i l y  oval at the fe e t  suggest ing a shroud 

b u r ia l  .

Subsoi l  beneath the corner  p ie r  in  44HT51/3E, was a t  7 .28 '  MASL. I t  

was m in im a l ly  ev iden t  a t  the base o f  the 2'  x 5' s e c t io n .  Along the corner  

p ie r  i t  i s  e v id e n t ,  but most o f  the bottom o f  the 2'  x 5' sec t ion  i s  taken 

up w i th  grave f i l l  which surrounds the b u r ia l  s ta in  ( /3 J ;  F igure  23) .

I t  appears as i f  the b u r ia l  predates the c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  the wal l  

(1759). The church l o t  had been in use f o r  31 years before the wal l  was 

co n s t ru c te d .  There are many unrecorded b u r i a l s  o f  the e igh teen th  centu ry  

in the churchyard and are c o n t i n u a l l y  being in t ruded  w i th  new grave 

sh a f ts  (F igure  2 ) .  The churchyard p r i o r  t o  the 1759 w a l l ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  

extended at l e a s t  as f a r  as the NE co rn e r .

In c o n c lu s io n ,  the va r ious  samples o f  wa l l  f o o t i n g  uncovered 

a r c h a e o lo g i c a l l y  s ince 1978 are s i m i l a r ,  the reby ,  s a fe ly  assuming 

contemporaneous c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A l l  the fo o t in g s  are f o r  the same w a l l .  The 

wal l  had 3-4 courses o f  Eng l ish  bond f o r  a f o o t i n g  and at l e a s t  11 courses 

above t h i s  l a i d  in  Flemish bond (one course i s  p la i n  s t r e t c h e rs  to  mark a 

water ta b le  p r o je c t i o n )  w i th  a breadth o f  1 .5 '  across the  top o f  the 

f o o t i n g .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  in  course number between the corner  fo o t in g  and
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side fo o t in g s  are exp la ined by changes in  to p o g ra p h y /e le va t io n  w i t h i n  the 

church l o t .  The church b u i l d in g  stands on 10.26 '  MASL; Queen s t r e e t  i s  

c lose to  7 .00 '  MASL, w h i le  the nor thern  se c t io n  o f  the o ld  churchyard is  

from 9 .86 '  t o  1 0 . 4 ' .  Of course several gradings have occured w i t h i n  the 

yard which has a l t e re d  the e igh teen th  cen tu ry  topography,  but in general 

the l o t  s lopes up from Queen S t re e t  as i t  progresses northward. This may 

have requ i red  changes in f o o t i n g  courses in o rder  to  ma in ta in  the same 

h o r iz o n ta l  plane f o r  the w a l l .

The NE co rne r  p ie r  of 11 courses c o n t ra s ts  d r a s t i c a l l y  w i th  the 4 

courses in  the SW co rner .  A sp r ing  e x is te d  w i t h i n  the memory o f  the 

p a r is h io n e rs  (Beve r ly  Gundry, 1982) in  the area o f  the NE co rn e r .  The high 

water  t a b le  ( s t i l l  p resen t)  and the s o f t e r  s o i l  might  have demanded a heav­

i e r  p ie r  f o r  suppor t o f  the i n t e r s e c t i n g  w a l ls  o f  284.6 '  and 1 9 0 ' .

The lo c a le s  o f  the NW corner  and SE co rn e r ,  are both unaccessib le  fo r

excava t ion .  The NW corner  i s  beneath the Lackey and Hope fa m i ly  p lo t s  and 

the SE i n t e r s e c t s  underneath the s idewalk beside co u r t  s t r e e t .  The d is c u s ­

sion o f  the y a r d ' s  dimensions and i t s  d e r i v a t i o n  are found in Chapter I I .

Comparisons w i t h  o th e r  churchyard wal l  f o o t in g s  which have been 

excavated in  T idewater  V i r g i n i a ,  reveal a p a t t e r n .  In the e igh teeen th  

cen tu ry  Eng l ish  bond i s  being used f o r  fo o t in g s  above which is  Flemish 

bond. The number of courses in  the fo o t in g s  vary from 5 a t  Grace Church in 

Yorktown (P la te  2 3 ) ,  t o  2 a t  Lower Westover, Charles C i t y  County, and 4-6 

found a t  C h r i s t  Church, Lancaster County (W i lson ,  1966; H e i te ,  1967;

H a r r in g to n ,  1977). The number o f  courses f o r  each s i t e  can vary such as

the wal l  f o o t in g s  a t  E l iza b e th  C i t y  Par ish  Church. S i t e  v a r ia t i o n s  are
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because the upper courses have been destroyed or  are l a i d  r e l a t i v e  to  the 

l o t ' s  topography. The breadth across the top a lso  v a r ie s  depending on the 

technique of l a y in g  the b r ic k s  f o r  Eng l ish  bond. I t  is  18" at C h r i s t  

Chruch and 12" at Grace Church (F igure  17a; P la te  23).  The fo o t in g s  at 

C h r i s t  Church, E l iza b e th  C i ty  Par ish  and Lower Westover a l l  have molded 

b r ic k s  (s loped)  f o r  the water  ta b le  (F igure  17).  No in fo rm a t io n  about the 

fo o t in g s  of standing churchyard w a l ls  was a v a i l a b l e ,  such as B landford 

Church, s ince l i t t l e  archaeology has been used to  i n v e s t ig a te  them.

The o r i g i n a l  he igh ts  o f  the churchyard w a l ls  i s  a sub jec t  which needs 

address (P la te  24) .  However, most p o r t io n s  o f  stand ing c o lo n ia l  w a l l s  have 

been much repa i red  (P la te  25) .  Repairs have a l t e r e d  the o r i g i n a l  h e ig h t ,  

o f te n  the bond, and the capping, as i s  the case a t  the E l izabe th  C i t y  

Par ish  Church and the Borough Church. A review of b u i l d e r ' s  p a t te rn  books 

and u n d e r ta k e r 's  accounts would be usefu l  in  pursuing t h i s  problem. 

Documentary research ,  about he igh ts  and c o n s t ru c t io n s  o f  b r i c k  w a l l s ,  f a l l s  

o u ts ide  o f  the scope o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  but i s  recognized as a t t r i b u t e s  to  

i n v e s t i g a t e .  Nonetheless,  the c o l l e c t i o n  o f  data about the E l i z :  C i ty  

Par ish Church yard  w a l l  and i t s  fo o t i n g  does suggest a p r o f i l e  f o r  the 1759 

churchyard wal l  (F igure  24) .



CHAPTER IV

THE PLACEMENT OF CHURCH LOTS WITHIN THE EARLY PORT TOWNS 

The es tab l ishment  o f towns in  T idewate r ,  V i r g i n i a  was l e g i s l a t e d .  The 

demand f o r  c e n t r a l i z e d  res idences,  u s u a l l y  a t  a po r t  o f  e n t r y ,  began 

e a r l y .  The K in g 's  orders f o r  cen t ra l  po r ts  was t r a n s fe r r e d  in to  

l e g i s l a t i o n  by the General Assembly as e a r ly  as 1631/2. The 1631/2 Act 

designated Jamestown as the only p o r t  o f  e n t r y .  Reinforcement o f  the 

K in g 's  d e s i re s  r e s u l te d  in "An Act f o r  B u i ld in g  a Towne". I t  passed in 

1662 and was the p ro to type  f o r  the l a t e r  po r t  town l e g i s l a t i o n  (Reps, 

1972:58).  I t  p rov ided a term o f  fo u r  years to  c e n t r a l i z e  se t t lem ents  at 

Jamestown. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  prov ided the seat ing o f  new towns along o ther  

Tidewater in la n d  r i v e r s :  on the York, on the Rappahannock, on the Potomac, 

and on the Eastern Shore. Although l e g i s l a t e d ,  these towns were not 

c e n t r a l i z e d  to  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  the royal a d m in i s t r a t i o n .  The towns 

were meant to f u n c t io n  as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , p o l i t i c a l ,  and economic centers 

from which the c o lo n ia l  business l i f e  could be conducted. The c lo se s t  th a t  

the "town seats "  a r r i v e d  to  t h i s  " c i v i l i z e d  concept" o f  the Crown's, was 

the es tab l ishm ent  o f  tobacco insp e c t io n  warehouses. The warehouses were 

used to  annua l ly  preview the expor ts .  In 1633, f i v e  p o in ts  along the 

in la n d  r i v e r s  were chosen to  host an inspec t ion  warehouse. One o f  the f i v e  

lo c a t io n s  was E l iza b e th  C i t y .  The town had a warehouse b u i l t  on the 

Southampton R iv e r ,  because the town was one o f  the insp e c t io n  checkpo in ts .

C on t inua t ion  of the Crown to  e s ta b l i s h  import and expor t  t rade 

centers  re s u l te d  in f u r t h e r  Assembly l e g i s l a t i o n  from 1680 to  1705. Three 

Acts passed in  1680, 1691, and 1705, s p e c i f i e d  the p ro v is io n s  f o r  

e s ta b l i s h in g  p o r ts  and towns. G e n e ra l l y ,  each act c a l le d  f o r  the purchase

77
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o f  f i f t y  acres from the c u r re n t  landowners at a s p e c i f ie d  sa le amount 

(10,000 lbs  tobacco at f i r s t ) ,  f o r  the survey o f  the towns in t o  one h a l f  

acre l o t s  ( t o  be sold fo r  100 lbs  o f  tobacco at f i r s t ) ,  f o r  the b u i l d in g  

o f  a warehouse and a d w e l l in g  on the l o t s  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f ie d  period (a t  

f i r s t  3 months),  and f o r  a l l  expor ts  and imports to  take place at the 

o f f i c i a l  p o r ts  (Reps, 1972). The acts  d id  not mention the plan fo r  the 

town or i t s  arrangement of p u b l i c  space f o r  c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  (Reps, 1972: 

66) .  These d e c is io ns  were s e t t l e d  by each county. Each county appointed a 

t r u s te e  committee or " f o e f f e e s "  who chose the actual  town s i t e ,  planned the 

town, had the plan surveyed, and disposed o f  the l o t s .  In most places 

cen t ra l  market places were inc luded .  To be a pa r t  o f  the market cen te r  o f 

town was a courthouse and a church. Thereby, the " c i v i l i z e d "  towns were 

meant to  become cente rs  f o r  a d m in is te r in g  the economy, the p o l i t i c s ,  and 

the r e l i g i o n  o f  the c o lo n ia l  government.

The requi rements  c a l l i n g  f o r  ce n t ra l  l o c a t io n s  o f  expor t  and import 

w i t h i n  the "Act f o r  c o h a b i ta t io n  and Encouragement o f  Trade and Manufac­

tu r e "  (1680) and the Acts " f o r  the Establ ishment o f  Ports  and Towns" (1691 

and 1705) caused g rea t  co n s te rna t io n  between the Crown and merchant lobby. 

The purpose of c o lo n ia l i s m  f o r  the Crown was based on m e rc a n t i1ism , where­

by the home government would be recompensed f o r  i t s  e f f o r t s .  A c q u is i t i o n  

o f  p r o f i t s  had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been by a system o f  market t rade  centers  w i th  

p o r ts  e s ta b l i sh e d  f o r  produce shipment and quick t r a n s p o r t .  To c o l l e c t  the 

government d u t ie s  ( p r o f i t s )  would best be accomplished at the c o lo n ia l  

p o r ts .  The expor t  goods would have less damages a t  t h e i r  po in t  o f  

depa r tu re ,  than at t h e i r  a r r i v a l  p o r t  in England. More revenue could thus 

be exacted a t  the c o lo n ia l  p o r ts  before shipment. The c o l l e c t i o n  o f
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customs at s p e c i f i e d  places would help prevent unlawful  t r a d e ,  to o .

The London merchants, on the o th e r  hand, paid less  f o r  the goods by 

purchasing them d i r e c t l y  from the producers before shipment to  ce n t ra l  d i s ­

pers ion  p o in t s .  By 1680, the exchanges had been t ransac ted  at the 

p la n te r s '  wharves, up and down the in la n d  r i v e r s .

The c o lo n ia l  p la n te r s  p re fe r re d  exchanges a t  t h e i r  wharves. 

T ranspor t ing  t h e i r  goods to  a po r t  o f  depar tu re  was c o s t l y ,  e s p e c ia l l y  i f  

the p o r t  was f a r  away. Pr ices  f o r  the goods could esca la te  to  account f o r  

these e x t ra  co s ts .  The p o r t  town l e g i s l a t i o n  d id prov ide compensations f o r  

t r a n s p o r t ,  but the amount r a r e l y  kept up w i th  the m arke t 's  ra te s .  The 

p la n te r  l o s t  a percentage o f  h is  re tu rns  to  the government's expor t  d u t ie s  

and to  the t r a n s p o r t  fees.

The p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t  between the London merchants and the Royal 

government r e s u l t e d  in  the repeal o f  each Town Act w i t h in  a year  o f  i t s  

passage. The c o lo n ia l  Governors would rece ive  o rders ,  issued by the Crown, 

to  push the ac ts  through the c o lo n ia l  assembly. Af te rwards the customs 

o f f i c i a l s  and merchants would present cases to  the Crown about the 

i n s u f f i c i e n t  warehouses and p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  which were a v a i l a b le .  Another 

argument of the  o p po s i t io n  said unlawfu l t rade  and manufactur ing were going 

on in  e s ta b l i s h e d  towns. This  s i t u a t i o n  was h u r t in g  the e xc lu s ive  t rade  

r i g h t s  o f  the home government and was ta k in g  c o lo n i s t s  away from r a is in g  

tobacco. The Crown kept suspending or repea l ing  the town a c ts ,  because o f  

t h i s  t h r e a t  o f un lawfu l com pe t i t ion  f o r  t rade  and manufac tur ing .

Because o f  the constant c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  the Crown government, none 

o f  the towns expanded g r e a t l y .  A lso ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  provided many more por ts
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and town s i t e s  than suggested by the Crown. In t h i s  manner, more p la n te rs  

would be c lo s e r  t o  a p o r t  somewhere, a l l e v i a t i n g  heav ie r  t r a n s p o r t  fees to  

a s in g le  p o r t .  A t o t a l  o f  twenty s i t e s  were designated by the c o lo n ia l  

l e g i s l a t o r s ,  however, not a l l  o f  these succeeded. A f t e r  the 1705 act was 

suspended, many towns s ta r te d  at these s i t e s  cont inued i r r a t i c a l l y .  Some, 

such as Cobham, Bermuda Hundred, Warwick, Queenstown and P a te s f i e ld  d id  not 

su rv ive  the e igh teen th  cen tu ry  and were converted i n t o  farm t r a c t s  (F igure  

25; Reps, 1972).

Another im por tan t  f a c t o r  which prevented the f u l l  success o f  the 

ce n t ra l  towns, d e r ived  from the geographic se t t lem ent  o f  the c o lo n ia l  

populace. The e a r ly  p roduc t ion  of tobacco under Company ru le  had 

accomodated wel l  the  sale o f  p a r t i c u l a r  p la n ta t io n s  to  s tockho lders  at 100 

acres per share. Large t r a c t s  o f  land r e s u l t e d ,  on which the owner 

prov ided the p roduc t ion  o f  tobacco w i th  a group o f  ten a n ts .

The tenan ts  organized on the p la n ta t io n s  in to  l o c a l i z e d  se t t lements  in 

which developed "town" l i f e .  The g reat  d is tances  between the p la n ta t io n s  

led to  se l f - su s te n a n ce .  Th is  s e l f  p ro pe l le d  s i t u a t i o n  was c h a r a c te r i c  o f 

the v i l l a g e  se t t le m e n ts  in  England befo re  enc losure (1548) had destroyed 

the common lands. The Eng l ish  peasants / fa rmers  had depended on the commons 

f o r  s e l f  suppor t .  When the commons were enclosed and no longer  communal, 

the peasants l e f t  the manor e s ta te s ,  because they d id not own enough land 

to  p rov ide  f o r  themselves, and headed f o r  the c i t i e s .  These antecedents 

helped the tenan ts  on the c o lo n ia l  p la n ta t io n s  to  become s e l f  su p po r t ive .

Also tobacco p roduc t ion  helped to  i s o l a t e  the te n a n ts .  Tobacco 

requ i red  more superv is ion  to  grow than many g ra in  crops.  "A p la n te r  who 

made a crop o f  tobacco worked s t e a d i l y  throughout the yea r .  The tasks were
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wel l  de f ine d :  p l a n t i n g ,  h i l l i n g ,  t r a n s p la n t i n g ,  hoeing, to p p in g ,  sucker-

in g ,  c u t t i n g ,  c u r i n g ,  p r i z i n g ,  and f i n a l l y  a f u l l  f i f t e e n  months a f t e r  the 

t i n y  seeds were f i r s t  placed in a bed, market ing the loaded hogs heads" 

(Breen, 1981:11).

Hugh Jones in 1724, po in ted  out t h a t  a th ree  crop r o t a t i o n  was employ­

ed in  V i r g i n i a .  "When land i s  t i r e d  o f  tabacco, i t  w i l l  bear Ind ian corn 

or  Eng l ish  wheat; the Ind ian  corn i s  p lanted in h i l l s  and weeded as much as 

tobacco" (Jones, 1956: 77) .  He a lso  re la te d  how the p roduc t ion  o f  Ind ian 

corn i s  much l i k e  tobacco. Both corn and tobacco requ i red  more a t t e n t i o n  

than wheat f o r  the p la n t e r .  Wheat needed c u l t i v a t i o n ,  good weather and a 

harvest (Breen,  1982:11) .  The in d i v id u a l  corn and tobacco p la n ts  needed 

"hops" ( h i l l s ) ,  constan t  weeding, and worm fences secur ing the p la n t s ,  pre­

sumably from d e s t r u c t i o n  by "e s t r a y "  an imals .

Being i s o la te d  g e o g ra p h ic a l l y  and econom ica l ly ,  and being s e l f  

s u p p o r t i ve ,  the p la n ta t io n s  had no need f o r  a p o l i t i c a l ,  economic or 

r e l i g i o u s  c e n te r ,  o th e r  than what was a v a i l a b le  on the i n d i v id u a l  p la n ta ­

t i o n s .  The economy and geography both kept the tenan ts  to  themselves fo r  

most o f  the yea r  except when i t  was t ime f o r  m arke t ing .  Only then d id  any 

p la n te rs  t r a v e l  to  the po r ts  o f e n t r y .  For church a t tendance, enough 

par ishes e x is te d  to  p rov ide  loca l  churches where conveniency was a prime 

o b je c t .

Whi le the c o n d i t i o n s  u s u a l l y  discouraged the success o f  the por t  

towns, c e r t a i n  ones did cont inue and became hives of a c t i v i t y  in the 

e igh teen th  ce n tu ry .  Three such po r ts  were Hampton, N or fo lk  and Yorktown.

By comparing the s i t e s  o f  l e g i s l a t e d  po r ts  to  the dates and lo c a t io n  

o f  t h e i r  p a r ish  churches,  a p a t te rn  seems to  emerge. The towns which 

inc luded a church, such as Hampton, Yorktown and N o r fo lk ,  d id  so because
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fa c to rs  in te rp la y e d  to  permi t  i t .  Many town plans c a l l e d  f o r  church l o t s ,  

but whether a l l  were b u i l t  i s  q u es t ionab le .  Cer ta in  co n d i t io n s  working 

tog e th e r  encouraged churches to  become p a r t  o f the town p lan .  These 

c o n d i t i o n s  d id  not always occur when the town was planned between 1680 and 

1705.

Some reasons why the town may not have a church b u i l t  between 1680 and 

1705 are as fo l l o w s .  1) Many o f  the par ishes by 1680 to  1705, were popu­

la te d  and d isp e rse d ,  so t h a t  no new par ish  and/or chapel o f  ease was 

re q u i re d .  2) The attended churches in  these par ishes were g e n e ra l ly  con­

s t ru c te d  around the mid seventeeth cen tu ry  and were s t i l l  in good re p a i r .

3) These churches were a l ready  loca ted  in convenient lo c a l s  between 1680 

and 1705. Depending on the arrangement o f  these c o n d i t i o n s  in t im e ,  

except ions d id occur.

When the p a r i s h ' s  p o pu la t ion  increased there  might be an o p p o r tu n i ty  

f o r  a new p a r ish  to  be c rea ted .  I f  enough ty th a b le s  could be c o l l e c te d  to  

support another pa r ish  church,  m i n i s t e r  and g lebe, a new pa r ish  boundary 

would be p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  and ordered by the General Assembly. I f  t h i s  

occur red ,  the new par ish  church might be re loca ted  w i t h i n  the town p lan.

In t h i s  case the town would have to  be in a convenient spot f o r  a l l  the 

p a r is h io n e rs .  York-Hampton Par ish Church (Grace Church) i s  an example o f  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  was b u i l t  in  1697 s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Yorktown became a po r t  

(F igure  26) .

A l t e r n a t e l y ,  the pa r ish  po pu la t ion  could increase , but not become 

overpopu la ted .  Rather the p o p u la t io n  i s  d ispersed in land  as new lands are 

acqui red f o r  p la n t i n g .  I f  the mid-seventeenth  centu ry  church s t r u c tu r e  o f  

the pa r ish  was in  d i s r e p a i r  du r in g  t h i s  expansion, a new church s i t e  and a
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new church b u i l d in g  could be contemplated. Most o f the po r t  towns were 

placed in  par ishes  where n e i t h e r  c o n d i t i o n  e x is te d  between 1680 and 1705. 

However, both of these fa c to r s  d id  work to g e th e r  a f t e r  1705 to  cause many 

new church s i t e s .  The t h i r d  church f o r  many o f  the pa r ishes ,  in  which 

towns were p laced, are b u i l t  between 1720 and 1750. The new s i t e s  are 

f u r t h e r  in la n d  or  a t  l e a s t  more " c o n v e n ie n t l y " loca ted .  The mid­

seventeenth cen tu ry  t imber  churches are repor ted  to  be in bad d i s r e p a i r  in  

the records (H e n in in g 's  S ta t u t e s ) .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a more convenient lo c a le  

i s  des ired by the p a r is h io n e rs .  I f  the town in the pa r ish  i s  considered 

the most conven ient sp o t ,  i t  could  become, as a consequence, the lo c a le  fo r  

the new church. This  s i t u a t i o n  p re va i le d  f o r  the E l izabe th  C i ty  Par ish 

church. The 1667 Par ish  church was decayed and the Town o f  Hampton was 

chosen f o r  easy access. As a consequence, the Town o f  Hampton d id  not have 

a church l o t  u n t i l  37 years  a f t e r  the town was planned (1692) ( F igure  27)

In the case of N o r fo lk  Town, a 1641 chapel o f  ease was inco rpo ra ted  

i n t o  the town plan in  1682. The g r id  p a t te rn  o f  the town was extended to  

inc lude  the chapel and i t s  yard (F igure  28) .  When enough ty th a b le s  and a 

denser p o p u la t io n  had al lowed i t ,  a new pa r ish  was created around the 

E l iza b e th  R iver  area. The 1641 chapel then became the Borough Church of 

N o r fo lk  Town (1734). In 1739, a new church s t r u c tu r e  was b u i l t  rep lac ing  

the e a r l i e r  t imbered s t r u c t u r e ,  used s ince 1641. In t h i s  ins tance a new 

church,  but no new s i t e  occurred. This leaves the town o f  N o r fo lk  w i th  a 

church in  i t s  p la n ,  s ince i t s  i n c o rp o ra t io n .

Except f o r  cases such as Yorktown and N o r fo l k ,  the towns planned 

between 1680 and 1705 d id  not as a ru le  have a church. The i n t e r p l a y
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the placement o f  a church w i t h i n  the town . The church served a p a r ish .

I f  the  town prov ided  enough t y t a b le s  by i t s e l f  to  support a p a r i s h 's  ex­

penses, then one could be b u i l t  when the town was formed. Otherwise, the

fo rego ing  c o n d i t i o n s  would help to  determine i f  a church was b u i l t  a t  a

l e g i s l a t e d  p o r t  o f  e n t r y .

The church o f  a pa r ish  needed to  be convenient f o r  the a t te n d ing  mem­

bers. Going to  church was requ i red  by law. A conven ient  l o c a t io n  was a lso 

l e g i s l a t e d  (see C h a p t e r l l ) .  The most convenient places f o r  the pa r ish  

churches were " c e n t r a l l y "  loca ted  w i t h i n  the p a r ish .  Conveniency i s  l in ke d  

to  easy access, which i n f e r s  a ce n t ra l  l o c a t io n  on a f l a t  h o r izo n ta l  plane 

(Hodder, 1976). A " c e n t r a l "  l o c a t i o n  i s  chosen, so t h a t  every one can 

t r a v e l  an equal d is ta n ce  to  church. A p o in t  roughly  e q u id is t a n t  from sur ­

rounding areas c rea tes  a c i r c u l a r  image. The church is  the cen te r  p o in t .  

About i t  are the p a r i s h i o n e r s ' d w e l l in g s  from which they t r a v e l  every week 

to  a t tend D iv ine  Se rv ice .

The c e n t ra l  p lace w i t h i n  t h e i r  c i r c u l a r  space i s  very  p u b l i c .  A l l  the 

people w i t h i n  t h e i r  pa r ish  must a t tend  t h i s  p u b l i c  c e n te r  once a week. I t  

i s  a p lace f o r  p u b l i c  r e la t i o n s h ip s  to  occur on a re g u la r  bas is .  According 

to  H a l l ,  t h i s  proxemic r e l a t i o n s h ip  i s  f i x e d  fe a tu re  space (Hal l  1966:103).  

An e s ta b l i s h e d  s p a t ia l  d is ta nce  i s  kept from t h i s  f i x e d  p o in t  except at 

predetermined t imes which are in f r e q u e n t ,  but re g u la r  and pa t te rned .  For 

Jones, a so c ia l  geographer, t h i s  i s  de f ined  as a soc ia l  space (Jones, 

1977:34).

Jus t  as the church was the p u b l i c  cen te r  f o r  the p a r i s h ' s  space, so 

was the church made " c e n t r a l "  to  the town 's  space. The church l o t  w i t h i n  a 

p a r ish  was ce n t ra l  on a h o r iz o n ta l  p lane.  W i th in  the town 's  space, the
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church l o t  was not always ce n t ra l  h o r i z o n t a l l y . I t  could be ce n t ra l  on a 

v e r t i c a l  plane as w e l l ,  or be c e n t r a l l y  p laced ,  both h o r i z o n t a l l y  and 

v e r t i c a l l y .

To e x p la in  the concept o f  c e n t ra l  place w i t h in  a h o r iz o n ta l  and v e r t i ­

cal town space, the antecedents o f  where chuchyards were loca ted  in Eng l ish  

v i l l a g e s  and towns needs to  be b r i e f l y  d iscussed. Hor izon ta l  arrangements 

f o r  v i l l a g e s  in  England had f o r  the most p a r t  developed n a t u r a l l y .  That is  

no formal p a t te rn  was predetermined and surveyed as in  c o lo n ia l  V i r g i n i a .  

The v i l l a g e  church i s  the foca l  fe a tu re  of the scenery in  the Eng l ish  

c o u n t ry s id e .  "The anc ien t  b u i l d in g  o f  weathered stone and w i th  a record of 

s t y l e  from Saxon to  Norman to  Tudor t imes is  o f f s e t  by the green enclosure 

o f  the churchyard"  (Corn ish ,  1946:17) .  At the cen te r  o f  the E l izabethan 

v i l l a g e  stood the stone b u i l t  medieval church w i th  i t s  r e c to ry  (H a r t ,  

1966:13).  As mentioned e a r l i e r ,  when the m iss io n a r ie s  preached to  the 

v i l l a g e s ,  a cross was set up, o f te n  in the place o f  pagan worsh ip . Around 

these c rosses ,  the  v i l l a g e  gathered. To make i t  convenient f o r  the 

v i l l a g e r s ,  the place was o f ten  near the cen te r  o f the v i l l a g e .  This was 

the l o c a t i o n  o f  the v i l l a g e  green where markets were held . I t  was poss ib le  

f o r  the m iss io n a r ie s  to  a t t r a c t  conver ts  by preaching where the p u b l i c  

gathered w i t h i n  the v i l l a g e .  Subsequently ,  churches were b u i l t  near the 

cross and the cross kept w i t h i n  the churchyard. Natural  g r a v i t a t i o n  

re s u l te d  in  a churchyard near the cen te r  o f  the v i l l a g e .

The v i l l a g e  was a se t t lem en t  o f tenants  who formed the manorial  

e s ta te s .  The v i l l a g e  was unwal led. The market town, on the o ther  hand, 

was a cen te r  o f  se t t lem ent  which grew from a market p lace .  The in h a b i ta n ts
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were not a ttached to  a l o r d ' s  e s ta te .  I t  was an unwal led urban town, o f te n  

c a l l e d  a borough. The pa r ish  church again i s  found near i t s  cen te r  

marketp lace .  Market towns were simply planned, having one or two s t r e e ts  

o r  b locks (Dickenson, 1951:307).

Urban towns were planned and surrounded by a w a l l .  A b u i l d in g  l o t  was 

the main c e l l  repeated s p a t i a l l y  in  the town. The arrangement o f  these 

c e l l s  v a r ie d .  They could be e i t h e r  i r r e g u l a r ,  r a d i a l - c o n c e n t r i c , or rec ­

ta n g u la r  g r i d  (Dickenson, 1951:273-78).  The Engl ish  town's  importance as a 

place to  l i v e  was th a t  i t  was p ro te c te d ,  m i l i t a r i l y ,  econom ica l ly ,  and 

l e g a l l y ,  and was a h e a l th fu l  p lace in  which to  res ide  (Dickenson, 1951). 

B u i ld in g  l o t s  were spacious and houses had gardens.

The g r id  system was used f o r  the towns which were planned in co lon ized  

areas. The c o lo n ia l  se t t lem en t  needed s e c u r i t y  in a new p lace.  The town 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and the  p ro te c t i o n s  they o f f e r e d ,  m i l i t a r i l y ,  economica l ly  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y , were readapted f o r  c o lo n ia l  l i v i n g .

The g r i d  p a t te rn  adopted most w id e l y ,  arranged p u b l i c  space a t  i n t e r ­

se c t in g  p o in t s .  The p r i v a t e  l o t s  were l a i d  out in b locks about the p u b l i c  

areas. The re c ta n g u la r  blocks were enclosed. This  g r id  system was der ived 

from the Romans who invaded the B r i to n s .  The Roman castrum, on a planned 

r e c t i l i n e a r  fo rm, was e s ta b l i sh e d  in  conquered areas. The Romans had 

adopted the Greek's  c o lo n ia l  town which was two main, wide th rough fa res  

c ross ing  a t  r i g h t  angles w i th  the market a t  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  (Dickenson, 

1951). These in t e r s e c t i o n s  were not n e c e s s a r i l y  in the cen te r  o f town and 

n e i t h e r  were the markets . Accord ing to  Dickenson, the g r id  as a town plan 

in  the  New World and on the European f r o n t i e r s ,  by the E ng l ish ,  was " the 

na tu ra l  cho ice  " f o r  the s imple reason t h a t  i t  i s  the e a s ie s t  method o f
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la y o u t ,  both on the drawing board, or  the map, and on the ground, as a 

preconcieved p lan "  (Dickenson, 1951:277).

Based upon precedent,  the Colon ia l  Town p o l i c y  by the Eng l ish  in  

V i r g i n i a  would be v a r i a t i o n s  o f  the g r id  p a t te rn  w i th  market places or 

p u b l i c  spaces at the i n t e r s e c t i o n s  o f  the th rou gh fa re s .  The markets and 

o th e r  p u b l i c  p laces (courthouse and church)  can be on a second b lo ck ,  

e i t h e r  touch ing  one corner  o f the market place or loca ted  one or two blocks 

away a t  another i n t e r s e c t i o n  (Reps, 1972:2) .  The towns e s tab l ished  by the 

V i r g i n i a  Town Acts of 1680-1705 are a l l  based upon the g r id  p lan .  The l o t s  

f o r  the churches and courthouses e i t h e r  corner  the market l o t  or are one or 

two b locks away (Reps, 1972).

The ch u rch 's  l o c a t i o n ,  hence, does not n e ce ssa r i l y  have to  f a l l  in the 

cen te r  o f the planned towns. The c e n t r a l i t y  o f t h i s  p u b l i c  place i s  not 

de f ined  h o r i z o n t a l l y  a l l  the t im e .  There are some V i r g i n i a  town plans w i th  

the chuch l o t ,  courthouse and market designated near the cen te r  i n t e r ­

sec t ions  o f  s t r e e t .  Rappahannock, Onancock, and Yorktown are examples o f

t h i s  (Reps, 1972:69, 70, 86) (F igure  26) .  As po in ted out e a r l i e r ,  some of

the town plans d id  not have p ro v is io n s  f o r  a church l o t .  At Marlborough a 

courthouse i s  des ignated in  the p lan ,  but has no church l o t  (Reps,

1972:77).  Some o f  the towns d id  not have church l o t s  des ignated ,  because 

the ce n t ra l  place f o r  townsmen was the p a r i s h ' s  space not the town's

space. The church l o t  was c e n t ra l  f o r  the p a r is h ,  not the town.

The few towns which were ce n t ra l  places f o r  the pa r ish  and had church-  

l o t s  (N o r f o l k ,  Yorktown, and Hampton), d id  not a l l  loca te  t h e i r  churches in 

the cen te r  o f town. The York-Hampton Church is  loca ted  h o r i z o n t a l l y  cen­

t r a l ,  but i t  i s  a lso  loca ted  " v e r t i c a l l y  c e n t r a l " ( f o c a l l y  p rominent ) .  The
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church s i t s  on the h ighest  e le v a t io n  w i t h i n  the con f ines  o f  the town g r id  

(F igure  26, P la te  28 ) .  The town was surveyed in 1691, a t  which t ime the 

church l o t  was designated at an e leva ted  spot (Reps, 1972:86).  When the 

p a r ish  o f  York-Hampton was j o i n e d ,  the new church s i t e  became the Town o f  

York. The church l o t  was s t i l l  unsold and became the s i t e  o f  the 1697 

pa r ish  church. Governor N icholson in  1696 subscr ibed money enough to  b u i ld  

i t  o f  b r i c k ,  however, m a r l ,  a v a i l a b le  along the r i v e r ,  was used. From the 

count ry  s id e ,  across the harbor ,  and in  the town, the church is  the ce n t ra l  

focal spot (see sketch o f  Yorktown from the harbor in  Swem, 1946).

The church l o t  o f  Hampton again is  " v e r t i c a l l y  c e n t r a l " .  The l o t  is  

a t 10.26 '  MASL which was the h ighes t  p o in t  o f  the town in  1727, when i t  was 

chosen by the Governor f o r  the s i t e  o f  the new pa r ish  church (F igure  27).  

H o r i z o n t a l l y ,  i t  s i t s  at the most western edge o f  the town p lan .  This i s  

not ce n t ra l  to  the town, but i s  f o r  the whole p a r ish .

N o r f o l k ' s  Borough Church s i t s  a t the most nor thern  edge of town along 

the main road out o f  town j u s t  l i k e  at Hampton. This spot was c e n t r a l l y  

placed in r e l a t i o n  to  the p a r i s h ' s  space, but not to  the town's  p lan .  How­

ever ,  the e le v a t i o n  o f  the Borough Church l o t  i s  h igher  than the surround­

ing town l o t s  (F igu re  5 ) .  The town was planned to  accommodate the 1641 

chapel and i t s  y a r d ,  because i t  predated the fo rmat ion  o f  the town (1681). 

The present b r i c k  Borough Church was b u i l t  in  1739 on the same s i t e .  The 

town 's  o r i e n t a t i o n  may have taken i n t o  account the h o r iz o n ta l  and v e r t i c a l  

placement of the church l o t  when i t  was surveyed in 1681.

In co n c lu s io n ,  the church l o t  could be e i t h e r  h o r i z o n t a l l y  or 

f o c a l l y  cen t ra l  to  e i t h e r  the town or the pa r ish  community. The dec is ion  

was based upon the l o t ' s  convenience to  the p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  who des ired a
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cen t ra l  p u b l i c  place w i t h i n  the wider  bounds o f  t h e i r  " c i r c u l a r "  space.

The c o g n i t i v e  demands o f  a ce n t ra l  p o in t  in a " c i r c u l a r "  space ( l a t e n t )  was 

accommodated to  a t r a d i t i o n a l  r e c t i l i n e a r  arrangement o f  real space 

(mani f e s t ) .

In c o n t ra s t  to  T idewater  V i r g i n i a ,  the Pu r i ta n  popu la t ions  of New 

England had re b e l le d  a g a in s t  the Angl ican t r a d i t i o n s .  The l o c a t io n  w i th in  

the  se t t lem en ts  of t h e i r  meeting houses, was kept ce n t ra l  to  the 

p o p u la t i o n ,  a f t e r  the p o p u la t io n  d ispersed due to  a changing economy 

(Brooke, 1981). The yard was not used f o r  b u r i a l s .  The b u r ia l  grounds 

were put on the o u t s k i r t s  o f  town d u r in g  the seventeenth ce n tu ry .  This 

l o c a t io n  was r a t i o n a l i z e d  from t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  ph i losoph ies  which feared 

death. Coming to  the end w i th o u t  a c q u i r in g  s a lv a t io n  du r ing  l i f e  was a 

constan t  dread (Stannard, 1975). Th e i r  arrangement con t ras ted  w i th  the 

Ang l ican churchyards to  which they were accustomed, before a r r i v i n g  in the 

New World. They had the chance as an independent co lony to  set up t h e i r  

se t t lem en ts  and p ra c t i c e s  in  a new way based on t h e i r  new b e l i e f s .

However, as the e igh teen th  cen tu ry  began, the Pur i tans  changed t h e i r  

r e l i g i o u s  views because the s t r i c t  views on s a lv a t io n  were smothering the 

f a i t h  o f  the  l i v i n g .  The d is s e n t in g  groups began growing, and by 1740,

" the  Great Awakening" led  to  d i v i s i o n s  from the P u r i ta n s .

By the e igh teen th  ce n tu ry ,  Pu r i ta n  b u r ia l s  o f the dead occurred in the 

meeting house y a rd .  The b u r ia l  ground was moved from the o u t s k i r t s  i n to  

the  cen te r  o f town (P la te  26) .  Soon the Pu r i tans  began enc los ing  t h e i r  

meeting house ya rd s .  The meeting house's a r c h i t e c t u r e  changed from a 

square plan w i th  a ce n t ra l  tower to  a long rec tanga le  w i th  a s teep le  on the
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west. The meeting house remained ce n t ra l  to  the se t t lements  (P la te  27) .

An example o f  t h i s  i s  in  New Haven, C onne t icu t .  A map o f  1748 shows the 

ce n t ra l  meeting house w i th  an unenclosed churchyard (P la te  26) .  In the 

p a in t i n g  o f  1800, the meeting house has changed i t s  s t y l e .  I t  resembles an 

Angl ican church and the yard has been enclosed (P la te  27) .

The P u r i ta ns  are demonstra t ing the same d es i re  f o r  a " c e n t r a l "  pub l ic  

place arranged w i t h i n  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  space. The c u l t u r a l  t i e s  o f  

r e l i g i o n  f o r  both Ang l icans and P u r i t a n s ,  put t h i s  p u b l i c  place in the 

"c en te r "  o f  t h e i r  re sp ec t ive  communit ies. They both reveal a s i m i l a r  

c o g n i t i v e  arrangement o f  human space.



CHAPTER V

THE SOCIO-RELIGIOUS FUNCTIONS OF COLONIAL CHURCHYARDS 

The Ang l icans who popula ted c o lo n ia l  V i r g i n i a  modeled t h e i r  r e l i g io u s  

o rg a n iz a t io n  a f t e r  the Church of England's E c c le s ia s t i c a l  Canons o f  1603. 

The o rg a n iz a t io n  i n t o  a pa r ish  community was very f a m i l i a r .  However, some 

aspects of the Church's o rg a n iz a t io n a l  ru les  were not adopted. The v e s t r y ,  

f o r  i n s ta n c e ,  became a r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y  in  the par ishes o f  V i r g i n i a .  In 

England, t h i s  had never been the s i t u a t i o n .  The e c c le s i a s t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  the p a r ish  m i n i s t e r  remained s t ro n g e r  in  the Eng l ish  system. This was 

an example of adap ta t ion  to  a new " c u l t u r a l  env ironment" .  The c u l t u r a l  

environment inc luded  the r e te n t i o n  o f  f a m i l i a r  r e l i g i o u s ,  s o c ia l ,  economic, 

p o l i t i c a l ,  and a d m in i s t r a t i v e  precedents. Changes occurred when these 

v a r ia b le s ,  t h a t  were w i t h i n  the known c u l t u r a l  system, d id  not a l lo w  a 

constan t  f lo w  o f  i n f o rm a t io n .  In General Systems th e o ry ,  the v a r ia b le s  are 

dynamic w h i le  the tendency f o r  the system is  towards homeostasis. In o ther  

words, the c o lo n ia l  Ang l icans re ta ined  and a l t e r e d  f a m i l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

which made " s u r v i v a l "  p o s s ib le ,  s o c i a l l y ,  e co n o m ica l l y , p o l i t i c a l l y ,  

r e l i g i o u s l y ,  e tc .

The churchyard as a c e n t ra l  p lace w i t h i n  the par ish  community was a 

f a m i l i a r  arrangement o f space fo r  the c o lo n ia l s .  As Tuan p o in ts  out in  h is  

d iscuss ion  about space and p lace  as perspec t ives  o f  exper ience,  "exper ience 

is  a cover a l l  term fo r  the va r ious  modes through which a person knows and 

c o n s t ru c ts  a r e a l i t y "  (Tuan, 1977:8).  The c o lo n i a l s '  exper iences o f  par ish  

l i f e  and i t s  demands worked wel l  in  the se t t lem en t  geography created in  

Tidewater  by the economy. The f a m i l i a r  and new experiences o f  the

c o lo n ia l s  to g e th e r  helped to  co n s t ru c t  t h e i r  r e a l i t y .
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The r e a l i t y  which i s  suggested from the documentary data i s  a non- 

random p a t te r n .  The churchyard i s  a t  the center  w i th  the community's 

dw e l l in g s  d ispersed at equal d is tances  from i t .  S t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t s  e x i s t  to 

t e s t  the p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  h o r iz o n ta l  nonrandom p a t te rn .  Hodder exp la ins  

th a t  "ce n t ra l  p laces"  or  " s e rv ic e  cen te rs "  are "more e f f i c i e n t  f o r  the 

d ispersed p o pu la t ion  whose la r g e s t  t r a v e l l i n g  d is tance  to  the cen te r  is  

min imized" (Hodder, 1976:55) .  A lso ,  " the  area w i t h i n  e a s ie s t  reach o f  a 

c e n t re ,  assuming a f l a t  f e a tu re le s s  p l a i n ,  i s  c i r c u l a r  in shape" (Hodder, 

1976:56).  To t e s t  the p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  a nonrandom p a t t e r n ,  data from the 

T id e w a te r 's  pa r ishes  would need to  inc lude  the lo c a t io n  o f  the church s i t e s  

f o r  each pa r ish  and the l o c a t io n s  of dw e l l in g s  in  each p a r ish .  The f a c t o r  

o f  t ime must be considered s ince the church s i t e  o f te n  changed as t ime 

passed. To gather  enough s p a t ia l  i n fo rm a t io n  from Tidewater  may be 

d i f f i c u l t  both a r c h a e o lo g i c a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  however, i t  would help to 

de f ine  the p a t te rn  being suggested, here, from the c o lo n ia l  records. While 

the s t a t i s t i c s  would i n d i c a te  the nonrandom p a t t e r n ,  the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

the p a t te rn  i s  not dependent upon the s t a t i s t i c s .

The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  the c o lo n ia l s  made churchyards p ub l ic  

cente rs  w i t h i n  a c i r c u l a r  arrangement o f real space and symbol ic space.

The churchyard was not on ly  a ce n t ra l  p lace to  e f f e c t i v e l y  min imize t ra v e l  

through h o r iz o n ta l  space, but i t  was ce n t ra l  to  the c o lo n i a l s '  "cosmos".

I t  was the se rv ic e  cen te r  f o r  soc ia l  and r e l i g i o u s  under tak ings which 

c o n t r ib u te d  towards ho ld ing  the communities to g e th e r .  The shape o f  the 

cosmos and the c o l o n i a l ' s  r e a l i t y  were based upon new exper iences o f  the 

f r o n t i e r  and the f a m i l i a r  exper iences o f  t h e i r  Angl ican h e r i t a g e .  Jus t  as 

in  England, the soc ia l  and r e l i g i o u s  exper iences in the churchyard were of
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a p u b l i c  na tu re .  The yard had always been devoted to  a meeting place f o r  

the community o f  the l i v i n g  and o f  the dead.

There were two d i v i s i o n s  of space around the church. The s p a t ia l  

d i v i s i o n  was symbol ic  (concep tua l )  and r e a l .  On the nor th  o f  the church 

was a chu rchya rd , where the community o f  the l i v i n g  met. On the south were 

the b u r ia l  grounds f o r  the community o f  the dead (Bidden, 1925:62-63).  

Bidden does note th a t  t h i s  real d i v i s i o n  o f  space in t o  nor th  and south 

should not be too genera l ized  since some Engl ish  churchyards have nor thern  

graveyard extens ions (Bidden, 1925:63).

In Pre-Reformation England, the churchyard developed as a p u b l i c  place 

"from the no t ion  t h a t  i t  was an asylum and a re fuge" ( A r ie s ,  1974:23).  The 

sanc tua ry ,  which the churchyard a f fo rded  led to  meetings o f  people " to  

ca r ry  on business, to  dance and gamble, or  s imply  f o r  the p leasure o f  being 

to g e th e r .  Shops and merchants appeared along the charnal houses" ( A r ie s ,  

1974:23-24).  D isplaced bones from the church 's  chancel and nave and from 

the churchyard were placed i n t o  rooms, forming c o r r id o r s  around the sides 

o f  the church l o t .  The surrounding rooms were c a l le d  charnal houses.

The churches and the yards were m u n ic ip a l .  "There on Sundays and 

feas t  days, the people came to  hear any news o f  importance to  the 

community, whether i t  was a l i s t  o f  s trayed sheep, or a proc lamat ion  by the 

b a i l i f f .  The church was t h e i r  Common H a l l ,  where the commonal ity met f o r  

a l l  k inds o f  bus iness ,  to  a u d i t  the  town accounts , to  d i v id e  the common 

lands,  to  make g ran ts  o f  p ro p e r ty ,  to  h i r e  s o ld i e r s ,  or to  e le c t  a mayor" 

(Cox, n .d .  : 3 6 ) .

The church and yard were places f o r  e n te r ta in m e n t .  During the re ign 

o f  E l iza b e th  I ,  the mystery p lays were held a t  the church (Cox, n . d . : 1 3 ) .
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Fairs  and markets were customary. The "church a le "  became popular as a 

v i l l a g e  fe a s t .  O r i g i n a l l y  the wardens had sold bread and a le ,  blessed and 

baked in the church house. By the l a t e  s i x te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  the a le ,  made at 

W h i tsun t ide  or on a loca l  s a i n t ' s  day, was drunk at a f e s t i v a l .  Neighbor­

ing v i l l a g e s  were i n v i t e d  to  a t te n d .  Long ta b le s  were set up in the 

churchyard where e a t i n g ,  d r i n k i n g ,  games, p la y s ,  and dancing took place 

(H ar t ,  1966:73).

The Reformation in  England d id  b r in g  admonishment ag a in s t  these t r a d i ­

t i o n s .  In 1574 The Homily o f  the Place and Time o f  Prayers was read in 

churches. I t  admonished a l l  those who d id  not hal low Sundays, but ins tead 

had f a i r s ,  markets , o r  t r a v e le d  (H a r t ,  1966:26).  By the e a r l y  seventeenth 

c e n tu ry ,  the R e fo rm a t ion 's  conver ts  began having p o l i t i c a l  prowess. The 

Pur i tans  in  England complained about the soc ia l  f e s t i v i t i e s  which had been 

customary. The T h i r te e n th  E c c e le s ia s t i c a l  Canon o f  1604 forbade p r o fa n i t y  

on Sunday and James I conf i rmed the p roc lam at ion .  On the o the r  hand, in 

2633 Charles I re issued h is  f a t h e r ' s  "D e c la ra t io n  o f  S p o r ts " ,  f i r s t  

procla imed by James I in  1618. This  act al lowed law fu l  re c re a t io n  such as 

danc ing ,  a rch e ry ,  May games, Whitsun a le s ,  and May po les ,  but not a t the 

neglec t o f D iv ine  Serv ice  (H a r t ,  1966:27).  The P u r i ta n  element in Engl ish 

so c ie ty  would have been aghast a t  the s ig h t  in  1612 at Woburn, where a 

cu ra te  ba i ted  a bear in church o r ,  in  1630, a t K n o t t in g b ry  where on th ree  

shrove Tuesdays, there  was cock f i g h t i n g  around the communion t a b l e ,  wh i le  

the m in i s te r  and wardens watched (H a r t ,  1966:175).

With the P u r i tan  Revo lu t ion  (1640) and the Commonwealth, no p leasures 

nor t r a v e l  were a l lowed on Sundays. An ord inance in 1654 abo l ished 

f e s t i v a l s .  Laws were made to  reverence Sundays. Sunday was to  be a day
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f o r  m e d i ta t io n ,  p raye r ,  b ib l e  s tudy ,  and v i s i t i n g  the s ick  (H a r t ,

1966:25).  The Pu r i tans  were i n t o l e r a n t  o f  popery and Angl ican b e l i e f s .  

Because of t h i s ,  they t r i e d  to  erase the p ra c t i c e s  which had ru led  the 

Eng l ish  masses f o r  more than 1000 years (A r ie s ,  1974:24).  A f t e r  Cromwell 's 

death and the d i s s o lu t i o n  o f  the Commonwealth, an Angl ican king re turned 

(1660). With him re tu rned the "merr ie "  England o f  p r e - r e v o lu t i o n  days.

In c o lo n ia l  V i r g i n i a ,  the events o f  the Pu r i tan  Revo lu t ion  were f a r  

removed from them. However, the e a r l i e s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  by the V i r g i n i a  

Assembly requ i red  s t r i c t  church attendance. For example, Act V I I I  in  1629 

ordered commanders o f  the p la n ta t io n s  to  " take  e s p e c ia l l  care t h a t  the 

people doe re p a i re  to  t h e i r  churches on the Saboth day",  or  f o r f e i t  one 

pound o f  tobacco f o r  each absence and f i f t y  pounds f o r  every month's 

absence (Hening, 1969,V:144).  In 1691 the Lo rd 's  day was to  be kept ho ly ,  

"no meetings, assembl ies, or concourse o f  people out o f  t h e i r  own parishes 

or t r a v e l i n g  pe rm i t ted  on the Sabbath under pena l ty  o f two s h i l l i n g s "  

(Hening, 1969,111:73) .  E igh t  years  l a t e r ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  requ i red  attendance 

o f  a l l  persons who were twenty years or o ld e r ,  to  t h e i r  p a r ish  church or 

chapel to  hear d i v i n e  se rv ice  w i th  one Sunday excused every two months. In 

1705 the  s p e c i f i c s  changed to  persons, male and female, twenty-one years or 

o ld e r ,  who neglected se rv ice  f o r  the space o f  one month and who had to  

remain u n t i l  the se rv ice  ended (Hening, 1969,111:360).  Other r e s t r i c t i o n s  

prevented p a r is h io n e rs  from a t te n d ing  any d i s o r d e r l y  meeting and gaming, 

from making any jou rney  except to  and from church, or  from la b o r in g  in 

t h e i r  corn or tobacco (Hening, 1969,111:360).  I f  co n v ic te d ,  the f i n e  was 

f i v e  s h i l l i n g s  or  f i v e  pounds o f  tobacco and f o r  those who refused to  pay, 

they would rece ive  ten lashes on t h e i r  backs (Hening, 1969,111:360).
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While t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  sounds P u r i t a n i c a l ,  most o f  i t  i s  passed dur ing 

or  a f t e r  the years o f  the R es to ra t ion  when soc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  on Sundays 

have been r e in s ta te d .  When the l e g i s l a t i o n  is  examined c lo s e r ,  the demands 

f o r  no meetings, no t r a v e l ,  and no concourse apply to  places out o f  t h e i r  

own pa r ish  or  to  places o the r  than at the churchyard w i t h i n  the p a r ish .  

Thereby, the " a d u l t s "  o f  the pa r ish  (20 to  21 years or o ld e r )  a l l  had to  

appear at the churchyard at l e a s t  once a week and stay through the 

s e rv ic e .  Along w i th  d i v i n e  se rv ice  on the Sabbath, the re  could be

concourse, meetings, and assemblies in the churchyard , but on ly  in  the

churchyard o f  the persons re sp ec t ive  pa r ishes .  With these r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  

the p a r ish io n e rs  assoc ia ted w i t h i n  t h e i r  own pa r ish  community on Sundays.

The s t r i c t n e s s  about church attendance comes from the Refo rmat ion 's  

in f lu e n c e s ,  but a lso  i t  a l lows a secu la r  ga the r ing  of the community to  take 

p lace .  "The church se rv ice  fu rn ishe d  the t y p i c a l  ru ra l  p a t te rn  o f  r e l i e f  

from the i s o l a t i o n  o f  l i f e  on w ide ly  separated farms. Church and church­

yards became the  cen te r  f o r  the Sunday meeting o f  ne ighbors , exchange o f  

views, t r a n s a c t i o n  of business, hear ings o f  o f f i c i a l  n o t i c e s ,  governmental 

p roc lam a t ions ,  and p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  laws and o rders "  ( S e i l e r ,  1959:138).  In

the Execut ive Journa ls  o f the C ou n c i l ,  are numerous e n t r i e s  f o r  proclama­

t i o n  n o t ice s  to  be posted in "churches, chape ls ,  and cour thouses" .  These 

proc lamations concern a l l  types of secu la r  issues. From 1705-1754, f o r  

example, are n o t i c e s  about n e g l ig e n t  q u i t  r e n ts ,  acts  o f  p a r l ia m e n t ,  a day 

o f  f a s t i n g  f o r  ep idemics, the p reven t ion  o f  expor t ing  wheat, Ind ian co rn ,  

or  " f l o w e r "  because o f  an unseasonable summer and about the expor t  o f  

g ra ins  because of an ove rsurp lus  (M c l lw a ine ,  1930, I I I - V ) .
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In c o n c lu s io n ,  the p a r i s h 's  churchyard was a p u b l i c a l l y  owned place 

f o r  s o c ia l  g a th e r in g s .  The pa r ish  had c o l l e c t i v e l y  paid f o r  the l o t  and 

church b u i l d in g  through l e v ie s .  I t  was a place o f  c o l l e c t i v e  ownership and 

f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  a t tendance. The enclosure  placed around the l o t ,  bounded 

the space w i t h i n  the town or count ry  which was p u b l i c l y  owned. I t  d i s t i n ­

guished the p lace as p u b ! ic  p ro pe r ty  w i t h i n  a pa r ish  made up o f  p r i v a t e l y  

owned town l o t s  and p la n ta t io n  t r a c t s .

The area to  the south o f  the church is  u su a l l y  assoc ia ted w i th  the 

b u r ia l  grounds f o r  the community o f the deceased. This s p a t ia l  separa t ion  

i n t o  churchyard and b u r ia l  ground p a r t i a l l y  came from the very e a r ly  Roman 

p r a c t i c e  o f  having the b u r ia l  grounds on the o u t s k i r t s  o f  the c i t y .  When 

the la rg e  Eng l ish  c i t i e s  became crowded, the b u r ia l  grounds were placed 

ou ts ide  the c i t y ' s  w a l l s .  In ru ra l  pa r ish  churches, the south became the 

l o c a t io n  o f  b u r i a l s  because i t  was here th a t  the cross o f  the m iss io n a r ie s  

u s u a l l y  stood. The f i r s t  area f o r  b u r ia l  was around the cross. The church 

was b u i l t  on an east-west  a x is  ( rep resen t ing  the r e s u r re c t io n  towards the 

r i s i n g  sun) t o  the no r th  o f the c ross '  spo t .  The main entrance i n t o  the 

churchyard became the south gate or " ly c h  g a te " .  Funeral process ions began 

at t h i s  ga te ,  so t h a t  the l i v i n g  and deceased would pass through the b u r ia l  

ground on the way to  the church. "The s p i r i t  o f  the l a s t  person i n t e r r e d  

in the churchyard hovered round them and conveyed the new a r r i v a l s  to  the 

grave" (Bidden, 1925:62).  The nor thern  p a r t  o f  the churchyard became the 

"wrong" p lace f o r  the f a i t h f u l  to  be b u r ie d .  This pa r t  was used to  bury 

unbaptized i n f a n t s ,  excommunicated persons, and su ic id e s  (Bidden,

1925:62).  I t  was the no r thern  p a r t  where the soc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f te n  took 

p lace .  In the Middle Ages, however, f a i r s  and markets o f te n  d i s i n t e r r e d
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bones in the churchyard so t h i s  real space separa t ion  d id  not always occur 

(A r ie s ,  1974:24).  Often the same space was used f o r  soc ia l  purposes and 

f o r  in te rmen ts .

The conceptual separa t ion  e x is te d  in  V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The 

enclosure l e g i s l a t i o n  in V i r g i n i a  was f o r  b u r ia l s  o f  the dead and never 

mentioned the enc losure  o f  churchyards. However, because b u r ia l s  were in 

the c o lo n ia l  churchyard ,  the e n t i r e  space was enclosed.

The r e l i g i o u s  p h i losoph ies  about death dur ing  the per iods p r i o r  to  the 

c o lo n ia l  churches o f  the e igh teen th  cen tu ry  had been changing. The Middle 

Ages on ly  had a s e le c t  few, the monks, who contemplated the d iv in e  myste r ­

ies and sought s a lv a t io n  through worship  and prayer .  The masses had a 

h o r ro r  o f  death even though the p r ie s t s  assured them th a t  death would be 

less  harsh than t h e i r  l i v e s .  Medieval a r t  d e p ic ts  t h e i r  preoccupation w i th  

a h o r r i b l e  death. Choron i n t e r p r e t s  t h i s  preoccupation as a way to  face 

the fe a r  (Choron, 1963:42) .  They had memorials to  the dead w i t h i n  the 

chancel and yards o f  the churches. E l iza b e th  is  a lso  issued a proc lamation 

to  prevent defacement o f monuments. She feared the " e x t in g u is h in g  of the 

honorable and good memory o f  sundry v e r t i o u s  and noble persons deceased" 

(Boase, 1972:73).

I t  i s  th rough the seventeenth cen tu ry  a lso  t h a t  the masses are made to  

respect the dead w i th  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The compla in ts  from the pious E n g l ish ­

man begin to  d e te r  the fu n c t io n  o f  the churchyard as a p u b l i c  meeting 

p lace.  The fe a r  of death g ra d u a l l y  a l t e r s  in t o  the b e l i e f  o f  an im m o r ta l i ­

t y .  The Reformation spreads the news o f  s a lv a t io n  but the age o f  reason 

and en l ightenment counters t h i s .

Advances in  mathemat ics, the phys ica l  sc iences, and the na tu ra l  

sciences begins in  the seventeenth c e n tu ry .  I t s  message of m o r t a l i t y  i s
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suppressed by the Reformat ion. The m o r t a l i t y  o f  man f i n a l l y  ra tes  

r e c o g n i t i o n  a f t e r  the 1670's .  Soon a f t e r  the R es to ra t ion  occurs , l i f e  and 

i t s  newly exp la ined wonders makes the adage " l i v e  f o r  today"  a poignant 

message. As a r e s u l t ,  the p laces f o r  the b u r ia l  o f  the dead became less 

im po r tan t .  Rather the "way" one d ies i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The moments before 

death are spent in  s t o i c  p re p a ra t io n .  The bedside had more reverence 

attached to  i t  than the grave. The contempla t ion  o f  death (one's  

m o r t a l i t y )  through l i f e  al lowed a pious deathbed scene (A r ie s ,  1981:312).

Bu r ia l  places in England and the co lon ies  u n t i l  the  e igh teen th  centu ry  

held no s t rong soc ia l  t i e s  w i th  the l i v i n g .  The b u r ia l  ground was almost 

secondary to  the y a rd 's  uses, which was a soc ia l  cen te r .  The fa m i l i e s  

w i t h i n  a p a r ish  o f te n  requested the m i n i s t e r  to  t r a v e l  to  t h e i r  d w e l l in g s  

f o r  the funera l  se rv ice s .  Family  p lo t s  on p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  were very 

common. The d ispersed se t t lem en t  o f  the p a r ish ion e rs  made i t  harder to  

b r ing  the corpse to  the church s i t e  before i t  became unhealthy (P e r ry ,  

1870:326-328).

At the end of t h i s  cont inuum were the Colon ia l  P u r i ta ns  o f  New 

England. T h e i r  s t r i c t  requirements about s a lv a t io n  led to  many o f  t h e i r  

numbers who died w i th o u t  reaching a f u l l  covenant w i th  God. I f  the re  had 

been no s o c i a l l y  recognized covenant w i th  God, death meant damnation. 

Pu r i tan  c h i l d re n  su f fe re d  t h i s  same fa te  (S tannard, 1963:9-29) .  The i r  

b u r ia l  grounds were re legated  to  the p e r ip h e r ie s  o f  towns and a f te rwards  

no tend ing  of the graves (Brooke, 1981).

From the mid to  l a t e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  the in d iv id u a l i s m  induced by 

the Enl ightenment makes f a m i l i a l  r e la t i o n s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  To p a r a l l e l  t h i s  

in the g raveyard ,  the f a m i l i e s  o f  the l i v i n g  community are placed tog e th e r  

in the graveyard. The graveyard becomes a place of community ve n e ra t io n .
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The enclosures placed around c o lo n ia l  b u r ia l  grounds u n t i l  the 

e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  were meant to  des ignate  p rope r ty  ownership. The 

enclosures of the mid to l a t e  e igh teen th  century  are the re  to  d e f ine  the 

boundar ies o f  the community as i t  res ts  wh i le  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  

r e s u r r e c t i o n . The b r i c k  enc losures around the churchyards a t  E l iza b e th  

C i t y ,  N o r f o l k ,  and Yorktown were a l l  b u i l t  in  the mid e igh teen th  c e n tu ry ,  

according to  church records th a t  are a v a i l a b le .  The use o f  b r i c k  f o r  these 

churches'  ya rds  occurs w i t h i n  the per iod  o f  when r e l i g i o u s  views about 

dying were becoming more of a community concern. Bu r ia l  grounds were 

a c q u i r in g  a more a c t i v e  l i n k  w i th  the c o lo n i a l s '  soc ia l  b e l i e f s  and 

p r a c t i c e s ,  not j u s t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  sent iments .

Enclosures a lso  had a soc io -env i ronmenta l  fu n c t io n  which was discussed 

in  Chapter I I .  The enclosures w i t h i n  towns were to  keep " e s t ra y "  animals 

out o f  p r i v a t e  p ro p e r ty .  L ike w ise ,  the enc losure around the chu rch 's  

b u r ia l  grounds kept the s t ra y  animals o f f  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  p ro p e r ty .

The enc losure  l e g i s l a t i o n  d isc lo se d  t h a t  the f ree  space w i t h i n  the 

town was considered communal by some i n h a b i t a n t s .  The unoccupied lands 

were used as a common, much l i k e  the common lands on an Eng l ish  manorial  

e s ta te  o f  p re -E l i za be tha n  days. The concept o f p r i v a t e  ownership f o r  a l l  

land was not y e t  entrenched in  c o lo n ia l  V i r g in a .  Some land was s t i l l  

communal. The churchyard was owned by the p u b l i c  because p a r ish  le v ie s  had 

been used to  purchase i t .  The churchyard was owned w h i le  f ree  space in the 

town was no t .  Ownership, t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  a p r e r e q u is i t e  f o r  p lac ing  

enclosures around p ro p e r ty .

I f  land i s  owned what happens to  i t  i s  up to  the owner, j u s t  as in 

Eng l ish  manorial  v i l l a g e s .  Each v i l l a g e  d w e l l in g  was al lowed space in
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which to  grow a garden and ra ise  l i v e s to c k  separate from the manorial usage 

a rab le  and pas tu re .  Town space ( s t r e e t s )  was not owned so i t  had common 

usage in  c o lo n ia l  V i r g i n i a .

From l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i t  i s  e v iden t  t h a t  common usage was not being 

h a l te d .  I t  was the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a l l  p roper ty  owners to  enclose t h e i r  

space as p r o te c t i o n  from the s t ra y  an ima ls ,  not on ly  the owners o f  the 

an imals . The unowned town space was, t h e r e fo r e ,  im por tan t  f o r  common usage 

in  T idewater .  I t s  use c o n t r ib u te d  towards the r a i s i n g  o f  l i v e s t o c k  f o r  

expor t  and domestic use.

E l iza b e th  C i t y ' s  s o lu t io n  to  wandering animals w i t h i n  the town's  

unowned space i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  They p e t i t i o n e d  and were decreed to  have a 

pound. The pound, being l e g i s l a t e d ,  was l e g a l l y  owned by the p u b l i c  and, 

t h e r e fo r e ,  was enclosed. The churchyard was l e g i s l a t e d  f o r  and, hence, was 

l e g a l l y  owned by the p u b l i c .  I t  a lso  was enclosed. The pound and church­

yard in  E l iza b e th  C i ty  were p u b l i c  p roper ty  not f ree  space. Both had 

communal usage and both were l e g a l l y  owned. Enclosure was around p roper ty  

which had lega l  ownership, e i t h e r  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e .  The legal ownership 

o f  p ro pe r ty  (known to  a l l  the community) i s  a soc io -env ironmenta l  v a r ia b le  

p e r ta in in g  to  the b u i l d in g  o f  churchyard enc losures.



CHAPTER VI

SOME SYSTEMIC FACTORS MAKING BRICK THE ENCLOSURE MEDIUM FOR COLONIAL 

CHURCHYARDS

The churchyard enc losure made o f  b r i c k  i s  a c h a r a c t e r i S t i c  a t t r i b u t e  

o f  c o lo n ia l  churches in  T idewa te r ,  V i r g i n i a .  The s u rv iv in g  c o lo n ia l  

churches are a lso  made o f  b r i c k .  B r ic k  i s  a more n a t u r a l l y  durable 

m a te r ia l  than wood in  the c l im a te s  o f  V i r g i n i a .  When s t r u c tu re s  are made 

o f  b r i c k ,  they w i l l  l a s t  unless human a c t i v i t y  destroys or a l t e r s  them.

When the new medium was adopted by the c o lo n i s t s ,  t h e i r  b r i c k  s t ru c tu re s  

d id  not need as much r e p a i r  and re b u ld in g .  Wood cons t ruc ted  churches as 

mentioned e a r l i e r ,  needed re b u i l d in g  at 50-80 year  i n t e r v a l s  according to  

h i s t o r i c a l  ev idence. These i n t e r v a l s  va r ie d  depending on a d d i t i o n a l  

f a c t o r s ,  such as the q u a l i t y  o f  maintenance, and the q u a n t i t y  o f funds 

a v a i l a b le  from p a r ish  l e v i e s .  When the Tidewater pa r ish  chose to  b u i l d  

w i th  b r i c k ,  no l a t e r  church s t r u c tu r e  was ever mandated. The b r i c k  church 

became the l a s t  house o f  worsh ip  to  be b u i l t ,  u n t i l  the pa r ish  was d i s s o l v ­

ed or unless new p a r ish  boundaries were ordered. The b r i c k  church became a 

more permanent house o f  worsh ip .

The in f lu e n ce s  of the Georgian per iod  in Eng l ish  a r c h i t e c t u r e  are 

o f te n  po in ted  to  as the exp la n a t ion  f o r  b r i c k  use. The London F i r e  o f  1666 

s t im u la ted  the Eng l ish  Georgian " s t y l e " .  In 1711 an Act o f  Par l iament 

au tho r ized  50 new churches about the c i t y  and suburbs o f  London. By t h i s  

t im e ,  the I t a l i a n  Baroque had penetra ted the b u i l d e r s '  p a t te rn  books. 

P a l l a d io ' s  book on a r c h i t e c t u r e  was publ ished from 1715-20 in  Eng l ish .  

Wren's church a r c h i t e c t u r e  in  London emphasized P a l la d io  and the Baroque. 

La te r  Eng l ish  a r c h i t e c t s  (1714-1760) r e l i e d  on subsequent i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

James Gibbs publ ished a Book o f  A r c h i t e c tu r e  in  1728 modeled d i f f e r e n t l y

102
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from the s t r i c t  P a l la d ia n  motives. Some suggest Gibbs had the g re a tes t  

i n f lu e n c e  on American churches, e s p e c ia l l y  w i th  the c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  h is  Book 

o f  A r c h i t e c tu r e  (W h i f fen ,  1947:45).

Before t h i s  g rea t  r e b u i l d in g  o f  churches in  London, very few churches 

had been b u i l t ,  s ince the Medieval p e r io d .  The stone p a r ish  churches 

surv ived  wel l  and were e a s i l y  a l t e r e d  to  conform to  new ta s te s .  The 

Angl ican Reformation encouraged fe e l in g s  o f  an t ipap ism, th u s ,  d iscourag ing  

new C a th o l i c  churches.  The P u r i t a n ' s  Revo lu t ion  was a n t i -A n g l i c a n  and 

p re fe r re d  "meeting houses" p lans. This  discouraged the c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  new 

Angl ican churches.

The meeting house's purpose was to  be an assembly h a l l  where the 

sermons could be heard and the m i n i s t e r  seen by a l l  the congrega t ion .  The 

plans were d i f f e r e n t  from the c a t h o l i c  church plans which the Angl icans 

s t i l l  used. The i r  churches were s t i l l  long and re c ta n gu la r  w i th  a nave and 

chancel .  The chance l ,  u n t i l  Ang l ican t im es ,  had a f r o n t  screen behind 

which the p r i e s t  had once performed the mass. This arrangement o f  space 

f o r  r e l i g i o u s  worship was aga ins t  the P u r i t a n ' s  p ra c t i c e  o f  j o i n t  communion 

w i th  God. The meeting house became square w i th  a sound board p u l p i t  

p os i t ioned  f o r  easy viewing and l i s t e n i n g .

Wren designed f o r  P ro te s ta n t  worship  (B r ig g s ,  1946). The Angl icans 

a lso  needed an a u d i to r iu m -1 ik e  plan in which the m i n i s t e r  could be seen and 

heard. Wren s ta te s  in  a l e t t e r  t o  those respons ib le  f o r  e re c t in g  the 

London churches, " the  churches must, t h e r e fo r e ,  be l a r g e ,  but s t i l l  in our 

reformed r e l i g i o n ,  i t  should seem va in  t o  make a pa r ish  church la r g e r  than 

t h a t  a l l  who are present can both hear and see. Our churches are to  be 

f i t t e d  f o r  a u d i t o r i e s "  (Wren, London l e t t e r ,  c .  1724; B r ig g s ,  1946). The
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Pur i tans  and Ang l icans ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  e q ua l ly  adopted the Georgian a r c h i t e c ­

tu r e  o f  the e a r l y  e igh teen th  cen tu ry .

T idewater  provided p len ty  o f  c lay  d e p o s i ts ,  so t h a t ,  l i k e  in  England, 

b r i c k  was a convenient b u i l d in g  m a te r ia l  in  which to  p o r t ra y  the new 

" o rd e r " .  Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements were produced so t h a t  a balance 

was ach ieved. The order  o f  nature was a p reva len t  issue dur ing  the Renais­

sance. Order was proclaimed by the new natura l  sciences and the new 

ph i losoph ies  (Descar tes ) .  A r c h i t e c tu r a l  symmetry was a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  

concern f o r  na tu ra l  o rd e r .  The " L a t in  c ross"  was a church plan der ived  

from the i n t e n t i o n a l  d i s p la y  o f  balance. I t  a lso  provided a v isua l  and 

a u d i to r y  e x t e r i o r  space. E l iza b e th  C i ty  Par ish Church b u i l t  in 1728 i s  a 

c l a s s i c  example. The th ree  arms o f  the cross are the same len g th .  The 

nave i s  two t imes the leng th  o f  the t ra n se p t  (Rawlings,  1963:99).  Other 

Tidewater  churches b u i l t  on t h i s  p lan are numerous: Bruton Par ish Church

(1711-15) and N o r f o l k ' s  Borough Church (1739) are examples. Another popu­

l a r  p lan was the long rec tang le  w i th  the nave and chancel w i t h i n  one 

enc losure .  The York-Hampton Par ish  Church in Yorktown o r i g i n a l l y  had a 

re c ta n g u la r  p lan .  A north  wing was added in  mid century  c re a t in g  a "T" 

shape plan (Hatch, 1970).

The churchyard enclosures around these churches had b r ic k  w a l l s .  How­

ever ,  the  b r i c k  w a l ls  were put up several decades a f t e r  the b r i c k  church. 

The 1728 E l iza b e th  C i t y  Parish Church had a wooden enc losu re ,  probably  a 

paled fence, u n t i l  1759, 31 years l a t e r .  The Borough Church in N or fo lk  was 

b u i l t  in  1739. I t s  b r ic k  wa l l  d id  not get cons truc ted  u n t i l  1759. Accord­

ing to  the Borough Church's ve s t ry  minutes, the churchwardens ordered the 

levy  o f  an e x t ra  28 l b s .  o f  tobacco in  October 1758 to  "pay o f f  the Parish
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debts w i th  the same". In October 1759, 12000 lb s .  were approp r ia ted  t o ­

wards " b r i c k i n g  in  the churchyards"  and the " several 1 sums lvyed toward 

w a l l in g  in the churchyard are to  be rece ived from the c o l l e c t o r s " .  The 

next month another  shor t  meeting occurred in  which a " f u r t h e r  sum towards 

b r i c k in g  in  the churchyards"  i s  accounted at 32,538. The par ish  levy  i s  

assessed a t  40 l b s .  per po le  ( t i t h a b l e )  a t  t h i s  meeting plus the 28 l b s .  o f 

tobacco assessed f o r  pa r ish  debts dur ing the prev ious October meeting.  The 

b u i l d in g  o f  the w a l l s  was to  be "pu t  up to  the lowest  b idder  at such t imes 

as the churchwardens " s h a l l  t h in k  p ro pe r " .  The churchyard o f  the Borough 

Church was 1 -3 /4  acres. I t  was a la rge  space to  be enclosed. The b r ic k  

wal l  apparen t ly  was b u i l t  in stages having the lowest  b idders  h ired  f o r  the 

work .

The York-Hampton Par ish  Church was b u i l t  in 1697 and according to  

Charles Hatch 's  h i s t o r i c a l  s tudy ,  no d e ta i l e d  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  d e s c r ip ­

t i o n  o f  the church i s  a v a i l a b le .  He con jec tu res  t h a t  the "churchyard w a l l "  

came up in  m id -ce n tu ry  along w i th  the nor th  wing (Hatch, 1970:9) .  The 

nor th  "T" wing extens ion  and the b r ic k  wal l  were probably  ra ised to  accom­

modate the  increased p o pu la t ion  o f  the p a r is h ,  since Yorktown was a busy 

po r t  dur ing  t h i s  t ime (Hatch, 1970:6) .

The a rch a e lo g ica l  evidence o f  the w a l l ' s  f o o t i n g ,  places i t  around 

pa r t  o f  the second 1/2 acre l o t  bought in 1713. The b r i c k  w a l l ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  

went up a t  l e a s t  a f t e r  1713. The "church w a l l "  i s  wel l  documented by 1781 

on the Frenchman's map (Reps, 1972:85) and deeds f o r  ad jacent l o t s  beg in ­

ning in  1783 (Hatch, 1970:9) .

The b r i c k  w a l ls  around the churchyards o f  the York-Hampton Church in  

Yorktown, the Borough Church in  N o r f o lk ,  and the E l izabe th  C i t y  Par ish
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church in  Hampton were cons t ruc ted  in the same years .  Because these 

churches were a l l  in  p o r t  towns, t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  economies p lus  the 

V i r g i n i a  economy, in g e ne ra l ,  may have c o n t r ib u te d  to  t h i s .  For the 

par ishes  to  be able to  a f f o r d  an a d d i t i o n a l  or  an increased levy  in 

m id -ce n tu ry ,  may p a r t i a l l y  have been enhanced by the economy.

Hampton's economy in  the mid e igh teen th  century  was t h r i v i n g .  Hugh 

Jones notes in  1724 t h a t  the main crop in  E l iza b e th  C i t y  County was tobacco 

and he re fe r r e d  to  E l iza b e th  C i t y  as one o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  "sweet-scented 

cou n t ie s "  (Jones, 1956:12) .  Sweet-scented tobacco versus Oronoco brought 

h ighe r  p r i c e s .  I t  had a m i ld e r  f l a v o r  and was in  demand. As a po r t  in 

1752, Hampton's average t re a d in g  year  saw 156 sh ips c l e a r  p o r t  and 164 

s h ip ' s  e n te r  ( T a y lo r ,  1960:14).  The s loops ,  schooners, b r i g s ,  c leared  port  

bound f o r  the West In d ie s ,  the B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  o th e r  coasta l  p o r t s ,  Europe, 

and A f r i c a n  p o r ts  (T a y lo r ,  1960:14).  The ships were laden w i th  f o o d s tu f f s ,  

tobacco, wood p roduc ts ,  deer sk ins ,  t a r  and pork.

N o r f o l k ' s  economy by m id -e ig h tee n th  cen tu ry  r e l i e d  upon the expor t  

t rade to  the B r i t i s h  West I n d ie s ,  Jamaica, and An t iqua .  The sandy s o i l s  

made tobacco i m p r a c t i c a l .  Timber, p i t c h ,  t a r ,  t u r p e n t in e ,  sh ip b u i l d i n g ,  

and hog r a i s i n g -b u tc h e r in g  were the home products .  The North Caro l ina  

coast l i n e  d id  not have a spot f o r  a good harbor .  They t ra n sp o r te d  t h e i r  

produce of tobacco, hogs, c a t t l e ,  pork ,  deer sk ins and beef ,  to  N or fo lk  f o r  

e xp o r t .  In 1733, the C aro l ina  impor ts  to  V i r g i n i a  equaled 50,000 lb s .  

(W er ten take r , 1931:37) .  When V i r g i n i a  farmers began ra i s i n g  more wheat and 

corn ,  i t  was m id -ce n tu ry .  The market f o r  these crops were in Jamaica and 

Ant igua.  N o r fo lk  a l ready  had expor t  t r a f f i c  to  the West In d ies .  The 

farmers t ra n sp o r te d  t h e i r  g ra ins  down r i v e r  to  N o r fo lk  f o r  e xp o r t .  This
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made N o r fo lk  the  main expor t  po r t  f o r  V i r g i n i a ,  Maryland, and North 

C aro l ina  in  the mid to  l a t e  e igh teen th  ce n tu ry .

The p o pu la t ion  had increased from a few hundred in 1700 to  an e s t i ­

mated 6,000 in  1775 (Wertenbaker, 1931:50) .  The t y th a b le s  c o l l e c te d  w i t h in  

the Borough Par ish  between 1750 and 1760 were never under 2,300 and in 

1760, 3,031 are l i s t e d  (Vestry  Book Borough Church, 1749-1761). In the 

year when the churchyard wal l  was being b u i l t  1759, the  le v ie d  ty th a b le s  

amounted t o  118,795 lb s .  o f  tobacco.

In connect ion w i th  the economy, the V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  issued an 

order  in  1758 c a l l e d  the "Two-Penny A c t " .  The Act d i r e c t e d ,  t h a t  because 

o f  the u n c e r t a i n i t y  o f  the tobacco crop in t h a t  y e a r ,  a l l  s a la r i e s  o f  

p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  who were requ i red  by s ta tu te  to  be paid in tobacco, 

might a t  the d i s c r e t i o n  o f  the a u t h o r i t i e s  be paid in  V i r g i n i a  currency 

(Brydon, 1947, 11 :23 ) .  The tobacco was computed at a value o f  two pence 

per pound. Tobacco dur ing the y e a r ,  however, was sold at around 6 pence 

per pound in  the open market .  The c l e r g y ,  who were paid in  pounds tobacco 

by t h e i r  pa r ishes ,  su f fe re d  g r e a t l y .  T h e i r  s a la r i e s  had been advanced to 

16,000 lb s .  tobacco in 1696 by Act o f  Assembly. In 1758 the 16,000 lbs 

would be paid in  133 s t e r l i n g  which was a g reat  deduct ion from the 400 or  

more s t e r l i n g  p o s s ib le  on the market .  The un fa i rness  o f  the act was 

appealed to  the King by the parsons. The King d isa l lowed the law, but i t  

took over a year  f o r  the appeal and the K in g 's  re p ly .  Meantime, the 

parishes acted upon the law. The pa r ishes ,  as a consequence, re ta ined  more 

o f  the le vy  du r ing  t h i s  y e a r ,  1758, which may have s t im u la ted  i t s  use f o r  

church maintenance and a d d i t i o n s .  Since the th ree  b r i c k  wa l ls  o f  Yorktown, 

Hampton and N o r f o lk ,  have c o n s t ru c t io n  dates immedia te ly  a f t e r  1758, a pa t ­

te rn  i s  suggested. A p a t te rn  is  p la u s ib le  f o r  the po r t  towns, which
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already were having a boon t ime econom ica l ly .  The a d d i t i o n a l  funds in the 

pa r ish  accounts , due to  the Two Penny Ac t ,  may have c o n t r ib u te d  to  the 

dec is ion  to  b u i l d .

The v a r ia b le s  invo lved  in  the de c is io n  to  b u i l d  the b r ic k  wal l  around 

the E l iza b e th  C i t y  Par ish  Church in  1759 were var ious  and complex. The 

economy o f  the p o r t  town was on the r i s e  f o r  the m id -ce n tu ry .  The money in 

the pa r ish  was more a v a i l a b le  to  contemplate c o n s t ru c t io n  dur ing  the

1750-60 decade. C o n t r ib u t in g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  the a f f o r d a b i 1i t y  in 1758-59, 

was the Two Penny Ac t .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a  had requ ired  enclosures 

around b u r ia l  grounds s ince the 1620's.  The wooden fences, hedges, or 

d i t ch es  used p r i o r  to  the wal l  needed con t inua l  main ta inence. B u i ld in g  o f  

b r i c k  would be an i n i t i a l  c o s t ,  but i t s  d u r a b i l i t y  would p r o h i b i t  as much 

labo r  to  m a in ta in  i t  in the f u t u r e .  Because Angl ican t r a d i t i o n s  jo in e d  the 

" b u r ia l  p laces o f  the dead" in  the same space as the churchyard , where 

p u b l i c  meetings took p lace ,  the area around the church was enclosed w i th  

the w a l l .  And l a s t l y ,  the space around the church was p u b l i c  p rope r ty .

The p rope r ty  w i t h i n  Hampton Town had to  be enclosed as a measure o f  

p r o te c t i o n  a g a in s t  the s t ra y  animals ( c a t t l e ,  hogs, sheep, goats) which 

might damage the env i rons ,  whether they be gardens orchards,  or graves.

In Hampton, the Pound used to  con ta in  s t rays  was not re -1 e g is ia te d  

a f t e r  1756. Whether the pound cont inued is  unknown, however, i f  i t  d id  

n o t ,  the  animals would again i n h a b i t  the town 's  s t re e ts  in g rea te r  

p ro fu s io n .  A wooden fence was not as s t rong a boundary as b r ic k  aga ins t  

animal i n t r u s io n  onto the church p ro p e r ty .  By the m id -e igh teen th  ce n tu ry ,  

the phi losophy of death considered the dead to  on ly be re s t in g  to g e th e r  in 

communal s leep .  Animals roaming through the grounds would n e ce ssa r i l y
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d is t u r b  not on ly  p h y s i c a l l y ,  the i n t e r r e d  bodies, but would a lso  d i s t u r b  

t h e i r  peaceful  s leep .

The modern concept o f "sacred grounds" is  beginn ing to  a r is e  and the 

Romantics o f  the n ine teen th  cen tu ry  b r in g  i t  to  f r u i t i o n .  Church p ro p e r ty ,  

i t  must be remembered, was never consecrated during the seventeenth and 

e igh teen th  c e n tu r ie s  in  the Ang l ican  co lo n ie s .  There was no E c c e l e s i a s t i - 

cal a u t h o r i t y ,  except the c o lo n ia l  government, the v e s t r i e s ,  and the 

c le r g y .  Consecrat ion was by a Bishop. In the e a r ly  n in tee n th  ce n tu ry ,  

many o f  the Angl ican c o lo n ia l  churches and t h e i r  grounds were f i n a l l y  

consecra ted ,  but by the American Angl ican Bishops. There fo re ,  the 

sacredness o f  the churchyard was never the sole purpose f o r  p r o te c t i n g  the 

dead w i t h  a b r i c k  wa l l  in  the e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry .  The c u l t u r a l  process,  

which led to  the d e c is io n ,  inc luded  many fa ce ts  o f  the p a r i s h ' s  l i f e .

These v a r ia b le s  connected t h e i r  past w i th  t h e i r  p resent .

The de c is io n  to  b u i l d  a b r ic k  wal l  in  1759 by the E l iza b e th  C i ty  

Par ish  was not caused by any s in g le  independent v a r ia b le .  Th e i r  Tidewater 

economy, Angl ican s o c io - r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  pa r ish  

p o l i t i c s  and c o lo n ia l  a d m in i s t r a t i o n s , a l l  c o n t r ib u te d  to  the d e c is io n .

The study attempts  to  demonstrate how many systemic v a r ia b le s  can c rea te  a 

piece o f  m a te r ia l  c u l t u r e .  In t h i s  case, an e igh teen th  cen tu ry  b r i c k  

churchyard w a l l .  To study m a te r ia l  c u l t u r e ,  the a r c h a e o l o g i s t / h i s t o r i a n , 

must r e a l i z e  the com p lex i ty  o f  i t s  c r e a t i o n .  To understand the m a te r ia l s  

o f  a s o c ie t y ,  the c u l t u r a l  system behind i t s  c re a t io n  must be examined.

The v a r ia b le s  o f  t h a t  system, the economy, p o l i t i c s ,  r e l i g i o u s  r i t u a l s ,  

soc ia l  r i t u a l s ,  and c o g n i t i v e  images, may a l l  have an i n f lu e n c e  upon the
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human p roduc t ion  of the o b je c t .  In o rder  to  r e la t e  an a r t i f a c t  to  the re s t  

o f  the assemblage, i t s  p lace in  space h o r i z o n t a l l y  and v e r t i c a l l y  must be 

measured. For a human product to  be re la te d  to  the re s t  o f  s o c ie t y ,  i t s  

p lace in  r e l a t i o n  t o  the o the r  v a r ia b le s  o f  the c u l t u r a l  system must be 

s tu d ied .  This  reasoning led to  the systemic framework in t h i s  s tudy. 

Several c u l t u r a b l e  v a r ia b le s  were chosen, examined, and inc luded when an 

in f lu e n c e  was perceived to  e x i s t .  The b r ic k  enclosures around the c o lo n ia l  

churchyards o f  T idewater  have always l e n t  an a e s th e t i c  idea l  to  the reasons 

behind t h e i r  e x is te nce .  H o p e fu l l y ,  t h i s  study has po in ted out the m u l t i p l e  

a e s th e t i c  and p r a c t i c a l  reasons f o r  t h e i r  e x is te nce .
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Appendix 1-A

1724
Grand Jury  presented " the  Church Wardens o f  t h i s  Parish 
and County f o r  not keeping the Churchyard in  good 
r e p a i r  (Mason, 1945:107)

December 15, 1725

O n  re a d in g  at th is  B oard  the p e tit io n  of A n th o n y  A rm is te a d  
and S im on  H o llie r  G en t in b eha lf o f them selves, and  the  g re a te r  
n u m b er o f the F re e h o ld e rs  and In h a b ita n ts  of the  parish  of E liz a ­
beth C ity , c o m p la in in g  of the g re a t hardships &  inconveniences  
u nd er w h ich  the In h a b ita n ts  o f the said parish  have lo n g  tim e  
laboured  by m eans of the sc itua tio n  o f th e ir  parish  C h u rch , and  
o th e r proceedings of a p re tended  V e s try  are s till en d e a v o u rin g  
to  increase the  grievances of the people b y  b u ild in g  a new  C h u rc h  
a t a place y e t m ore  in co n ven ien t th an  the  fo rm e r, and p ra y in g  
th a t th e y  m ay  be heard before th is  B o ard  to  shew  cause w h y  
the said pretended  V e s try  o u g h t to be d issolved , I t  is O rd e re d  
th a t a C opy of th is  p e titio n  be sent to the  said V e s try  of E liz *  
C ity  parish , and th a t the several parties  be heard  thereon  befo re  
th is  board on the firs t day of n ex t G en era l C o u rt, and th a t the  
s a i d  V e s try  do m u  p r o c e e d  any fu r th e r  in c o n tra c tin g  fo r  or 
b u ild in g  the said new  C hurch  u n t il l such h earin g .

(M c l lw a ine ,  1930, v. 4:94)
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lHlh Utiy of A p r i l  1726
"Knowdll  men by those presents th a t  wee, the fu b sc r ib e rs  
under w r i t t e n  Do acknowledge to  pay to  Capt : Simon H o l l l e r  
and Charles Je n in ys ,  t h e i r  h e i r s  Be-,  the several sums o f  
money h e re a f t e r  set down fo r  and towards Implaying Lawyers in  
o rder  to  o b ta in  an order  f o r  a due E le c t io n  o f  a Legal Vestry  in 
E l i z :  C i t y  Par ish ,  As w i tn e fs  our hands t h i s  18th day o f  A p r i l  
1726 —
James Naylor  2 6 R icd M i lby  1 Joseph Sk inner 7 1/2
Charles Caspin 2

John P a r r ish  U06 
John Robertson 2 6 
John R a l ls  1 6  
John Chalmers 5s"

(Palmer, 1968:209) 
A p r i l  22, 1726

Edwd L a t t im e r  5 Tho: B a t l i  2/6

Wm Cuningham I s*1*
John House 1/3 
Wm L a t t im e r  1
Ths Lat imer  1 
Ths Michel 1 2

6
6"

T h e  In h a b ita n ts  of the parish  of d iz a b e th  C ity  p e tit io n in g  
against the V e s try  of the said parish  th is  day a tten d ed  the B oard  
together w ith  the persons deputed  bv the said V e s try , and the
la tte r m o v in g  for C onned to be assigned th em , and the fo rm e r
tor leave to exam ine  w itnesses in the C o u n ty  w h o  are an c ien t 
• tnd unable to tra v e ll. T h is  B oard  do a c c o rd in g ly  assign John  
R andolph Ks<|r C ou n c il for the said V e s try , and it is O rd e re d  
that .such w itnesses as the p e tr’ shall ju d g e  m a te ria l to prove  
the a lleg a tio n s  of th e ir  p e titio n  be exam ined  on O a th  by any
Justice of the peace of K liza b e th  C ity  C o u n ty , and th e ir  deposi­
tions re tu rned  to the C ouncil O ffice  to be m ade use o f at the  
h e a iin g  of both p arties  w h ich  is hereby ap po in ted  to  be on the  
L '-t ! !iu r.-ivl.i, m -Muv next.

( Mc l l w a i n e ,  1 9 3 0 , v . 4 : 9 7 )
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Appendix 1-A

Several Witnesses from A p r i l  18, 1726, who were loca ted  in ECC 
Deed Book who had p ro p e r ty  near the Hampton R ive r .  This  was the
o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  Set t lement and is  the easte rn  most p a r t  o f
the p a r is h  by 1724-1727.

John Par ish  ECC DB 12 1796-1806 P . 52, 62

John Robertson ECC DB & W i l l s  1701-1901, p. 57
1704-1730, p. 64, 80

Thos: Bayle ECC W i l l  1689-99 p. 138
ECC DB 1796-1806 p. 229, 336

James Naylor  ECC W i l l  1701-1704 P t . l  p. 281
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October 27, 1727
"Whereas Sunday In h a b i ta n ts  and the M a jo r i t y  o f  the 
Vestry o f  E l iza b e th  C i t y  Par ish  have represented to  the 
Governour t h a t  the Church o f  the said Par ish i s  so 
ruinous t h a t  i t  i s  dangerous f o r  them to  Repair t h i t h e r  
f o r  the Performing D iv ine  Serv ice  and t h a t  great 
D i f fe re nce s  have a r isen  between the In h a b i ta n ts  o f  the 
said Par ish  and upon the occasion o f  the said 
D i f fe re nce s  an Order was made by the l a s t  House of 
Burgesses th a t  the present v e s t r y  should not proceed to 
the b u i l d in g  of a New Church before the next session of 
Assembly, which i s  complained o f  as a great  gr ievance 
to  the P e t i t i o n e r s  and o th e r  In h a b i ta n ts  who have 
p e t i t i o n e d  the Governour f o r  r e l i e f  t h e r e in ;  the 
Governour t h i s  day in  Counci l took the Mat ter  of the 
said P e t i t i o n  i n t o  c o n s id e ra t io n  and upon hearing o f  
a l l  P a r t ie s  by t h e i r  C o u n c i l ,  I t  is  the op in ion  o f  the 
Board th a t  the New Church ought to  be b u i l t  in  the Town 
o f  Hampton as the most convenient p lace in  the said 
Par ish  and th a t  the Vestry  be a t  l i b e r t y  to  proceed to  
the b u i l d in q  of the same a cco rd in g ly .  "  (va. Counci l  
J o u r n a l , 32 V:246-7)
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7 January 1727
"At Court 7 January 1727 Present Joshua C ur ie ,  James
Wallace, Jacob Walker,  Wilson Cary; J u s t i c e s .  Mr.
Joshua Cur ie  took the oathe to  the Government and the
oathe o f  J u s t i c e  o f  the peace and signed the Test
Mr. Jacob Walker and Mr. John Loury are appointed to
Lay o f f  and value an acre and h a l f  o f  Ground at the
upper end o f  Queen S t re e t  Joyning upon Mr. Boswel ls
L o t t  f o r  the B u i ld in g  of the Church t h e re o n " (E l i z a b e th  C i t y  
County Court Records, 1 7 23 -29 :2 /7 ) .
" I t  i s  agreed by the  M i n i s t e r ,  church wardens and Court 
t o  Furn ish  Mr. Henry Cary w i th  wood, At the ra te  o f  s ix  
Pence P Load, To Burn Br icks  f o r  the Church,
From the school land (o rde rs  signed)

Josha Cur ie"
(E l i z a b e th  C i t y  County Records, 1723-29,o r d e r s :226)
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I ubrud iy 1 ,  1 JZJ
"An A c t  f o r  d i s s o l v i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  V e s t r y  o f  t h e  P a r i s h  
o f  E l iza b e th  C i t y ;  and f o r  appo in t ing  a new E le c t io n  o f  
Vestrymen f o r  t h e  said Par ish"

W hereas it  is represented to this Assembly by the C om plaint 
of divers o f die Inhabitants o f the Parish o f E li2abeth C ity  in the 
C ounty o f E lizabeth C ity , T h a t  some o f the Inhab itan ts  o f the said 
Parish now do, and for several years last past have taken upon 
themselves, to act as V estry m en o f the said Parish w ithout being 
law fu lly  chosen or qualified , and have imposed hardships on die 
Inhabitants of die said Parish, F o r R em edy w hereof, fo r the future,

Be it  Enacted by the L ieu tenan t G overnor, C ouncil, and Bur­
gesses o f this present G eneral Assembly, A nd  it  is hereby Enacted 
by the A ud io rity  of the same, T h a t  the V estry or pretended Vestry 
o f the said Parish is and are hereby dissolved, A nd  that all and 
every A ct and Acts, T h in g  and Things, which a t any time or 
times hereafter shall or m ay be perform ed, suffered, or done by 
them  as a Vestry or pretended Vestry  o f the said Parish, shall be 
and are hereby declared to be u tterly  void, to a ll intents and pur­
poses whatsoever.

Provided alwaies T h a t  all and every Levy and Levies heretofore  
la id , A nd  a ll and every other A ct and T h in g , by the said Vestry  
or pretended Vestry done or suffered, shall be good, valid , and 
effectual in as fu ll and ample m anner, as the same w ould have 
been, if this A ct had not been made.

A nd Be it Further Enacted by the A uthority  aforesaid T h a t the 
Freeholders and Housekeepers of the said Parish o f E lizabeth  
C ity  shall and they arc hereby required to m eet at the C hurch o f the 
said Parish on the last day of A p ril which shall be in the Y ear o f 
O u r Lord  M D C C X X V I i l ,  and then and there elect twelve o f the 
most able M e n  inhabiting  the said Parish to be the Vestry men o f 
the said Parish, W h ich  said Vestry m en so elected, being qualified  
as the L a w  enjoins, are hereby declared to be and shall be esteemed 
and taken to be the Vestry men of the said Parish of Elizabeth  
City.

A nd  to the end that the said Freeholders and I  Iousekccpci s 
may have due notice thereof,

Be it  Further Enacted by the A u tho rity  aforesaid T h a t the 
M in is ter or R eader of the said Parish, a t the charge of the l ’aiisli, 
shall procure a Copy of tin's Act and cause the same to be Published 
in the said C hurch im m ediately a fter divine Service is ended on 
two Sundaics, at least, next before the said last day of A p i i l ,  on 
penalty of forfe iting  two thousand pounds of Tobacco, O n e  m o ie ty  
thereof to O u r Soverain Lord  T h e  K in g , his Heirs, and Successors,
A nd the other moiety to him  or them that w ill in fo rm  or sue for 
the same, T o  be recovered by Action of D ebt, B ill, P la int, or 
In fo rm atio n  in any C ourt of Record w ith in  this D om in ion , wherein  
no Essoin, Protection, or W ager of L aw , or any m ore than one 
Im narlance shall be allowed.
(M c l lw a ine ,  1930, v . 4:151)
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1661-2

A p r xv.
t i u n a l l  o f  Servant s  or others pr i v a te ly  pro h ib i t -

I *  (*>)

W H E R E A S  the privlatc buriall o f  servants others 
give occasion ol much scandall against diverge per.-mus 
and sometimes not undeservedly o f  being guilty of  
their deaths, from which i f  the persons suspected be 
innocent there can be nue vindication ( c )  i f  guilty  noe 
punishment, by reason they are for tlie most part
buryed without the kno 
then such o f the family, 
being husband wife or t 
as servants are fearful! 
were ( e)  committed: (To 
takeing away that hurha 
corps o f  the dead (by m 
and unfeuced places) to 
vermine, l i e  i t  enacted  t 
three or low er or more p i  
the greatn°s or l i t t l e u e s  . 

and fenced in, for p!a< es 
precinct, And fuii 'e  r ilia 
there be at lea-a thn e or t 
wlio may in cam.* o f -u-|  
none, \ r i  according to 11.• 

,t

P ream ble , 
r r r  e in, U r  ill « tlVi ls ol p r i­
vate Lam air

vledge or view of any others 
is by neerensse of relation (as 
hildrcn ( d )  are unwilling) or 
to make discovery if murthcr 
’ remedy w hereof as al>oe for 
poos custnme of expfcscing the 
ikeing their graves in cmnnn 
the prey o f  hoggs and other  
iat there be in every parish 
ces appoyuted (according to 
f  the same) t » be sett apart 
ol pioilaiue buriall, for that 
t before tlie corps be buryed 
iwer of the neighbors railed  
n'iiMi view ;h'* co. os, ami i f  
dec -mi i'u ..uie oi a!l 'h r is- 

teiidome I*. > may .icco i. - ■ r\ :ti to lie* :.r e c.d, ( f )  
A n d  tie. it further enacted  m o n.»e pei-oms ( p )  whether 
free or si t vants shall he buried in any oilu r pi u e  then 
those mm- appointed, unlc>Uuch who by lit* ir on ne ap­
pointment in their life lim|* have .-igtniied their d. 'ires 
ol being interred in any particular plage elsewl»ere.

Burv  inij  p ld-IV-, In ll' up*
p u i i i ic i l  in  eve-
I )  p u n s li .

See vol 1. p. 
t i l ,  t i l l ,  1 2 1 , 
INI.

iVeî hhons 
li In- r a l 'e - I in ,
vv'ui art- Io 

O ' l .  . l ie
m ra s i , ia ca*e  
ul kUIjllciilll.

N’lim- to 1.*■
l-ie -i i! in m y  
• i:''- i e! *
v \ ■ i 1 11 . ucirmi .i .ippoiul* 
IllCllt

(Hening, 1969, v .2 :5 3 )
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October 1705

3rd trespass.

Fence, bow 
viewed.

Penalty, for in­
ju ring  beasts, 
i f  the fence be 
•unlawful.

I I .  Provided a lw ays , and it  is hereby intended, T h a t  
fo r a th ird  offence o f any one o r m ore horses, mares, 
cattle , hogs, sheep, o r goats, b reak in g  into inclosures 
as aforesaid, and b a rk in g  fru it-trees , it  shall be at the 
election o f the p a rty  in ju red , to sue fo r his damages, or 
to k il l  and destroy the beasts o r k in e  so trespassing, 
w ithout being answ erable to  any one for the same.

1(1. A nd to the end, th a t tiie condition o f the fence, 
at the tim e o f the trespass com m itted, m ay be proved 
to a ju r y ,  upon tr ia l ,  Be it  enacted, by the authority 
aforesaid, and it  is hereby enacted, T h a t  upon complaint 
made by the p arty  in ju red , before any justice of tlie 
peace for that county w herein  the trespass shall be com­
m itted , the said justice  o f peace is hereby impowered  
and required to issue his order, w ithout delay, to three 
honest house keepers o f the neighbourhood, who are no 
ways related to the party  in jured , nor interested con­
cern ing  the trespass, rec itin g  the com plaint, and re­
q u irin g  them to view the fence where the trespass is 
com plained of, and to take  memorandums o f the same; 
and th e ir depositions, in such case, shall be good evi­
dence to the ju r y ,  as touching the lawfulness o f the 
fence.

I V .  Jiiul be it  fu rther enacted, by the authority afore­
said, and it  is hereby enacted, T h a t  i f  any person dam­
nified, for w ant o f such sufficient fence, shall hurt, 
wound, lam e, k i l l ,  o r destroy, o r cause to be liurted, 
wounded, lam ed, k ille d , o r destroied, by shooting, hunt­
in g  w ith  dogs, o r otherw ise, any o f the k ind  o r breed 
o f horses, ca ttle , sheep, goats, o r hogs, he, she, or they 
so offending, shall pay and satisfy to the ow ner of the 
creature so hurt, wounded, lam ed, k ille d , o r destroied, 
double damages, w ith  costs ; recoverable as aforesaid : 
K xccpt the dam age alledged, be under tw enty sh illings>

(Hening, 1969, v. 3:280)
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October 1748

C H A IY X X .

Jin Jlct f o r  preventing Trespasses, by un­
ru ly  Horses, Cattle, Hogs, Sheep, or 
Goats, and *by taking away Boats or 
other vessels.

I .  R E  if  enacted, by the Lieutenant Go-pernQr, Cpyrt- 
c il, and Burgesses, o f this present General Assembly, 
and it  is hereby enacted by the authority o f the sdmb,

What s h a l l  T h a t  i f  any horses, m ares, cpttlp. hogs', sheen, or 
>»c a lawful igoafs, sha ll b reak into any grounds, being inclosed 
ience. w ith  a strong and sound fence,( fly# feet h jgh, and so 

close th a t the beasts breaking, in t o n e  s^me could not 
creep through,, o r  w ith  an hedge- tw o foet high, upon a 
ditch three feet deep* and three.Cect broad, on instead  
o f such hedge, a ra il feriGtf, qJ tw o Ccot and a h a lf lp g h , 
the  hedge o r .forucerbeing so close that none o f the 
creatures ^Jurcsaid cantcrftcp th rqugli, which shall be 

Penalty on accounted a.la,wfuL fcrvfe, the,-owner o f such horses, 
the owner of maces, c^Ltlp, sheep, o r .goats, o r any one o f
hea*ta break-thciiw s h a ll.‘fo r thci firs^'trespass committed. m ake
• Iotutc*1 in fc p n c ^ i0-11 to ^ p , p^r|y i i^juypd, for t^e true value o f  

^  the dam age nelshali .fiUBtaiq; ai^d.for fv c ry  trespass
afterw ard s , double damages* to be recovered, w ith  _  
costs, in  any court of record o f this dom inion, w herein  where tlie 
the same shall be cognisable. p a rty  m ju r -

IJ . Provided nevertheless, T h a t  for the th iffr ofTrric^ fur'damsel 
of any one or more o f the beasts a fo rd s 'a id ,b reak in g  or d< struy 
in to  such enclosures, it  shall be'&t tlie election 6 f  the lhc L>c;u»is 
p a rty  in jured, to sue fo r his damages, o r to k il l  and 
destroy the beasts so trespassing, w ithout being , an­
swerable fo r the same.

i l l .  A nd that the condition o f the fence, a t the tim e iicm/ f,,c (V* 
of the trespass com m itted, m ay be proved to a ju ry  ccs b!* 11 
upon tr ia l ,  I t  is hereby fu r th e r  enacted, T h a t  upon v'cv,td 
com plaint made by the p a rty  in ju re d ,'b e fo re  any ju s ­
tice o f peace o f that county, w herein  such trespass 
shall be, such justice is hereby im powercd and req u i­
red to issue bis order w ithout delay, to three honest 
house-kcepers o f the neighbourhood, no w ays re la ted  
to the p arty  in jured, n or interested concerning the 
tivspass, icc iting  the com plaint, and requ iring  them  
to  view the fence where the trespass is complained of, 
and to take memorandums o f the same; and th e ir tes­
tim ony in such case shall be good evidence to the ju r y ,  
as touching the lawfulness o f the fence.

I V .  A nd be it f u r th e r  enacted by the uuthority  a fore■ i \  r. i . 
said,  T h a t  if  any person, damnified for w ant o f such hum — 
sufficient fence, shall h u rt, wound, kune, k i l l ,  o r de- 0
s troy , o r cause to be hurt, wounded, lam ed, k ille d , or 
destroyed, by shooting, hunting w ith  dogs, o r o ther- fence ! 
w ise, any o f the k in d , o r breed o f horses, cattle , sheep, 
goats, or hogs, he, she, or they, so offending, shall 
pay and satisfy to the ow ner o f the creature, so h urt, 
wounded, lam ed, k illed , o r destroyed, double dam a­
ges, w ith  costs, recoverable as aforesaid, except the 
damage alledged to be under tw enty  five shillings, and  
then recoverable before any justice of_ peace, o f the  c .0 7 _ f O
county where the damage was done. ( H o n in g ,  1 9 6 9 ,  V . b . o
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APPENDIX I I -B

May 1742

C H A P . X V I I .

Jin Jlct, to im porter the Justices o f E lisab e th -C ity , coun­
ty . to erect rounds; and f i r  other purposes therein
me iti iued.

1. n  ’A M l  E K E  A S  it bath boon represented to tikis As-  
y  v scmbly, tliat * lio lands in the county o f  E l i ­

jah* M> C i ty ,  consist i inclly in pasture, and th e in h a b i.
mts ol tT .it count! re often deprived o f the benefit 

n  eeof, fo r th e ir , ’ s, by ill designing people, w ho  
pull <lo\vn th e ir  le.i es, lay open th e ir  pastures, 
an ’! . n rn-fie lds, and turn in th e ir horses and ca ttle , in  
tiie ,,ight:

.->< in'.N n.ay I I .  Be it therefore enacted, by the L ieutenant-G overn- 
\  . , Council, and JJurgcsses, o f this present General Jis-
,.i i > st1,, i /y t in i,i it is herd  y funded by the authority  o f the
L sum' , T h a t  the justn * s of the county o f  E liza b e th  C i­

ty , shall have full power and a u th o rity , to erect and 
keep in re p a ir , o r cause to he erected and kept in  re ­
p a ir , o ik * or more pound or pounds o vert, a t som econ- 
ve«M( .a place op place.;, at or near the tow n o f South- 
a n p t mi, '' r im pounding all horses, ra t t le , sheep, goats, 
and hogs, that shall he taken up in any pastures o r  
i o ru - hclds, I iw fully ft i« \d , or in any other law ful in -  
. h.sures w illiin  s:d■' county o f E lizab e th  C ity ;—  
And to appoint ape •> .f such pound o r pounds, so to 
♦>e erected, and to si .* their fees, and the rates fo r iro- 

uindingt keeping, ar. I la in ta in ing  the beasts im poun­
ded, under s'u h g, utions as to them , from  tim e to 
tim e , slm il si • a prop r.

I I I .  Jlnd he it  fu r ih > r  enacted, by the authority  a -  
fbrcsaid, T h a t after the pound o r pounds aforesaid,
shall hi i , < !• *. i '  <h fl and may be law fu l for the in -
habi' s ! ’ ^ m ly  o f E liza b e th  C ity , to ta k e
up a .4 ‘ , Ik* s, cattle , sheep, goats, o r hogs,
w hich  !•; ll •• A ' >r be found w ith in  th e ir pas­
tures, e rr '*  ‘ ’ . ly fenced; o r o ther law fu l inc lo -
sores, in tin* sty: \n d  upon com plaint made
by the p.< , , 'W e any justice  o f the peace

( d. t com,, .in* id justice  Ls iiercby required to  
issue his order, to three honest freeholders o f  the  
neighbourhood, no w a ”s related to  the p a rty  in ju re d , 
no, . d c itl ning the trespass, rec itin g  the  

,np> o ut, *ul requiring  them to view  the fence 
vherc the trcsp ,sa 11 -lump1 .i.ted of, and to enquire in *
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May 1742,cont inued

to value the damages, and the beast or beasts com­
m itting  tbe same; and to make report thereof to him: 
And i f  it shnll thereby appear, that the fem e o r inclo- 
•u rc  was law fu l, the just it c shall d irect such beast o r  
beasts to be im pounded, *til the ow ner o r owners  
shall satisfy to tlie p a rty  in ju red , his damages sustain­
ed, and valued as aforesaid; and shall pay the pound 
fees. A nd  i f  the o w n er o r owners o f any beast o r beasts, 
tit im pounded, shall neglect o r refuse to pay the dam a­
ges, and pound fees, it shall and may be law ful to and 
for tbe keeper oT the pound, and he is hereby requ i­
red, as soon as the dam ages, together w ith  the jHiuud 
fees, shall amount to the appraised value, to make pub­
lic  sale o f such beast or beasts, to the highest b idder, 
afte r g iv in g  at least three days notice o f the time and 
place o f tlie sale, at every church and chapel in the 
county, on a .Sunday; and to apply the money a ris ing  
from the sale, for and in discharge o f the pound fees, 
and afterw ards  for and tow ards satisfy ing the party  in­
ju re d , his o r her dam ages; anti the residue, i f  any, shall 
be restored to the ow ner.

I V .  Provided a lw ays*  T h a t  i f  the owner o r owners  
shall, at any tim e before tlie sale, g ive bond, w ith  one 
or more sufficient security  o r securities, to the keeper 
of the |>ound, fo r the p a im e n tn f the damages, and pound 
fees, w ith in  three m o n t h s  after the d a t e  thereof, his, 
her, o r th e ir beast or beasts shall be restored.

V . Snd be it fu r th e r  enacted. by the authority  a - 
fo rrsa id , T h a t  this act shall continue and be in force, 
two years, and no lo nger.

(Heniny, 1969, v . 5 :186-7)
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September 4 , 1744

An Act f o r  r e v iv in g  the a c t ,  to  impower the j u s t i c e s  of 
E l iza b e th  C i t y  coun ty ,  to  e rec t  pounds; and f o r  o the r  purposes 
th e r e in  mentioned.

" I  Whereas the act o f  Assembly, made in  the f i f t e e n t h  year  
o f  the re ign  of h is  present ma jes ty ,  i n t i t u l e d ,  An Act ,  to  
improve the j u s t i c e s  o f  E l i z a b e th - C i t y  county ,  to  e rec t  pounds; 
and/n o th e r  purposes t h e re in  mentioned, is  exp i red ;  and the same 
having been found very useful  , and o f  g rea t  b e n e f i t  to  the 
in h a b i t a n t s  o f  the said county of E l i z a b e t h - C i t y ,  i t  is  proper 
and exped ient  t h a t  i t  should be rev ive d ;

I I  Be i t  t h e re fo re  enacted, by the L t .  Governor C ounc i l ,  
and Burgesses, o f  t h i s  present General Assembly, and i t  i s  hereby 
enacted by the a u t h o r i t y  o f  the same, That the said re c i t e d  act 
sha l l  con t inue  and be in  f o r c e ,  from the passing o f  t h i s  a c t ,  f o r  
the term of fo u r  yea rs ,  next f o l l o w in g  and no longer"  (Hening, 
1969, v.  5 :266 ) .
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October 1748 to  May 1749

An Act f o r  r e v iv in g  the Act to impower the J u s t i c e s  of 
E l iza b e th  C i t y  County to  e rec t  Pounds and/or  o ther  purposes 
th e re in  mentioned.

"Whereas the ac t  made in  the 15th year o f  the re ign  o f  his  
present  Ma jes ty ,  i n t i t u l l e d  on "Act to impower the j u s t i c e s  of 
E l iza b e th  C i t y  County to  e re c t  Pounds, and/or  o the r  purposes 
th e re in  Mentioned, which having e xp i re d ,  was rev ived by one o the r  
ac t  made in  the e igh teen th  year  i f  His said Majestys Reign and is  
again e x p i re d ,  And the same being found B e n e f ic ia l  to  the 
In h a b i ta n ts  o f  the said County, i t  i s  necessary t h a t  the sa id  Act 
should be again re v iv e d ,  Be i t  t h e re fo re  Enacted by the L t .  
Governor C ou n c i l ,  and Burgesses, o f  t h i s  present General 
Assembly, and i t  i s  hereby Enacted by the  A u th o r i t y  o f  the same, 
th a t  the sa id  re c i t e d  Act o f  Assembly sh a l l  be in  fo rce  from and 
a f t e r  the passing here o f  f o r  and dur ing  the  Term o f  Seven years 
from thence next f o l l o w in g  and no longer "  (Hening, 1971:415).
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APPENDIX I I -C

Excerpts from the Vestry  Book o f  E l iza b e th  C i ty  Par ish

November 17, 1762
"To Col .  Robert Armistead his  Account f o r  Benches Horse 
Block and Racks and framing f o r  the church 
Gates 5 .1 1 .2 "  (p. 126)

February 4, 1763
"To Thomas Cooper f o r  making 2 Churchyard Gates and f i n d in g  
hinges and P a i n t i n g ................ 2 .10"  (p . 129)

December 5, 1765
"Resolved t h a t  a Cover be b u i l t  over one o f  the Horseracks 
a t  the Churchyard the p a r t i c u l a r  to  be agreed on by the 
Church Wardens (p. 165)

January 12, 1769
"For John Sk inner f o r  work done to  Church Gate" 1 .10 .0  
(P. 195)

January 19, 1770
"For John Skinner f o r  mending the Church Gate 10"
(p. 204)

January 4, 1774
"For Tobacco Towards b u i l d in g  a s h e l t e r  house f o r  the 
rece p t io n  of ch a i rs  and horses, to  be sold by the  Church 
Wardens, the House to  be 50 by 20 w i th  posts in  the ground, 
. . . . 4 0 0 0  lbs  tobacco" (p. 243)
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APPENDIX I I -D

Mi les Cary 's  Pasture Trac t  
Survey and P la t  Book 1761-1883 

May 6, 1811 p. 21

Then surveyed Cur ies Pasture Land at the request o f  Mr.
Mi les Cary o f  Fluvanna County. Beginning oppos i te  to  B r igh ts  
House across B r ig h ts  Creek, thence down said creek, S87°E 18 
p o le s ,  S68°E 12 p o le s ,  S82 3/4°E 14 po les .  S6°E 6 po les ,  S62°E 14 
poles to  the mouth of B r ig h ts  Creek a t  Landing Po in t  S16°E 4 
po les going down Hampton R iv e r ,  S48 2/2°W 17 po les ,  S62 3/4°E 12 
po les ,  S 13 1/2°E 20 po les ,  S6 1/11°W 19 po les ,  S40°W 12 po les ,  
N48°W 14 p o le s ,  S47 1/2°W 15 1/2  po les ,  to  the head o f  cove,
S17°E 10 po les ,  t h i s  course c u t t s  Smiths window on the oppos i te  
side o f  the  r i v e r ,  S50 1/2°E 20 po les ,  to  the p o in t  o f  the cherry  
t r e e ,  S20°W 10 po les ,  S42°W 10 po les ,  to  the p o in t  a t the mouth 
o f  a cove t h a t  d i v id e s  t h i s  from Town, S71°W 6 poles going up 
said cove N66 1/3°W 16 po les ,  S40 1/2°W 3 po les ,  S20 1/2°E 11 1/2
poles from the ...........  o f  t h i s  s t a t i o n  to  Smiths window N82 1/2°E,
S61 3/6° 16 p o le s ,  S86°W 20 po les ,  N81 1/4°W 8 po les ,  S87
1/4°W......... to  the no r th  boundary o f  the Town, thence by said
boundary S36°W 61 po les ,  to  a stob on D i tch  bank, which i s  a
Ri grvc Line w i th  the  back o t  the Churchyard W a l l ,  same course ZZ
pol es and th re e  fe e t  to  the  south east co rner  o f  the  Churchyard
wal 1 , N66W 17 1/4  po les along the wal l  o f  the  Churchyard, S84°W
11 poles and two fe e t  to  the North west corner  o f  the Churchyard
wal 1 , N87 1/2°W 161 1/2  po les by the l i n e  o f  Servant and Pryor  to
the road t h a t  leads to  Fox H i l l ,  N1°W 60 poles along said road to  
Pembroke branch, N47°W 15 1/2  poles across Pembroke branch, N16 
1/2°E 27 1/2 po les to  a tu rn  in the road near Pembroke Red Gate, 
N39 1/2°E 165 poles along the road to  Thomas Lat imers  l i n e  or 
corner  near M. Hopes. N88°E 40 poles to  a branch, same course 20 
poles to  the  cen t re  o f  the branch t h a t  d iv id e s  Thomas Lat imer  and 
B r ig h ts  or E l l i o t t s ,  S80°E 70 poles by B r ig h ts  l i n e  to  the creek,  
a r i g h t  l i n e  across the creek to  the beg inn ing .

Surveyor Thomas L. Nicholson 
Papers and P la t  f i l e d  N0 5 6  in  
Bundle N°66
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-p, , , P ic tu re s  o f  the E l iza b e th  C i t y  Parish Church soon a f t e r  1901 from
/Y&Zc. [CL the  south; Par t  o f the east wal l  is v i s i b l e .

P i c tu r e  of the open area a f t e r  east wal l  has been removed in
1924. The l i n e  o f  d i r t  where the 1759 wal l  had been is  v i s i b l e  

r U t c .  z  in  the new ya rd .  The view i s  from the south.



F .i iah Houac. St. John'a Church 
H A M P T O N . V «. v

P ic tu re  o f  the Par ish  Hal l  b u i l t  in  1889 w i th  a break in the 
7 / a  3  eastern wal l  around the churchyard ,  p r i o r  to  w a l l ' s  demise in

1924

) Pi c t ur e o f  the remaining east wal l  along the pa r ish  b u i ld in g s



P ic tu re  of the west wal l  in 1982 as i t  cont inues down to  Queen 
S t r e e t ;  The wal l  below the s t r i n g  course i s  o r i g i n a l  Flemish bond

P ic tu re  o f  the west wa l l  in  1982 as i t  cont inues northward from 
Queen S t re e t



P or t i .on o f  the west wal l  soon a f t e r  1892 and before 1901. A lso ,  
'P ctLC ^ &  the 1 ron fence on the south has been put up (1892) .

_ Sect ion o f  the west wa l l  showing the o r ig i n a l  Flemish bond 
P /a . / 'C ,  beneath the s t r i n g  course



7>/ / /  P ic tu re  o f  the i ro n  fence along the  south side o f  the churchyard
r l a t c .  (o around 1892

7  ^he wooden fence along the south s ide o f  the churchyard th a t
borders Queen S t r e e t ;  The church has been recons t ruc ted  a f t e r  the 
C i v i l  War (1869).
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S t. John's d m  k o i i . I 'm: Stkkm.k W as Stiu o k  in Liomtmno. l o l ‘>

-pi > j /  A drawing o f  the church and churchyard, wal l  made of b r i c k ,  in 
1843 from the south ;  The s teep le  however, was not s t ruck  by 
l i g h t n i n g  in  1843.



h

Photograph taken in A p r i l ,  1963, o f  the west wal l  o f  the 
P ld 't c .  13  churchyard showing the n ine teen th  cen tu ry  hemispherica l  capping 

b r i c k s ;  Most o f  the wal l  was to rn  down in the e a r ly  1 970 's and 
replaced w i th  new b r i c k .

. -

■•'H' > . ..vC?’ ,1%, '• V' K' </' ■ :• ii-.

''V-

•K -f, , , -.vA»M'%fcS
■>. - v  t v

, - * . «.»• “ . VJ

m•■K »•■> •
r - Jt* ••••. • -'4 u

P t d h f  / V  C o lon ia l  capping b r ic k s  from the b u i l d e r s  t rench  along the 
fo o t i n g  o f  the 1759 churchyard wal l



a t  io n  o f  w e s t c h u rc h y a rd  w a l l  (b e lo w  g ro u n d  l o v o l ) ,  S t .  J o h n » t C h u rc h ,r'rora e c m
u& ntox '., J a n u a ry  27 , 197y . T e s t  P i t  1 ,  4** t o  12 d e p th * p «r +h

>̂i4r /« / ^

r t - i n

r r - i z *#■

E n g lis h . greoiw-euged  
p e a r lw a r e ,  ca« ldOO 
1 830 .

E n g lis h  b lu o -e u ^ e d  p e t ir lv -u re ,
c a .  1dOC-1830.

- p .  t -  Photographs o f  the  a r t i f a c t s  recovered from p i t s  dug along the
J5 stand ing west wal l  from 1978 to  1979; They are a l l  predomi n a n t ly

o f  l a t e  e igh teen th  and e a r ly  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  manufacture.

E xcava ted  a t  S t .  John*s  c h u rc h y a rd  -  w s t  b r i c k  w a l l  f o o t in g ,  Ja n u a ry  2 7 , 1979 . 
T e s t P i t  1 , s u r fa c e  o f  B o il  t o  16* d e p th .

T P - t '3 7T M ,  3(, r p - i . 3 *

T r - . w
r r - 1 - y i T P - ! -V O

E nglish  t r a n s f e r - p r in t e d  p e a r lw a re ,  b lu e  on w h ite ,  o a . 1 8 00 -1840 .

Ch<mse~ favceJa/H,
J S  !*+ *  /S & -  &r eay)uy)y

- u + z

Photographs of the a r t i f a c t s  recovered from p i t s  dug along the
7 V ^ /c ?  /S 'a -  s tand ing west wa l l  from 1978 to  1979; They are a l l  predomi n a n t ly

o f  l a t e  e igh teen th  and e a r ly  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  manufacture.



A r t i f a c t s  fo u n d  a t  S t .  John’ s o h u rohya rd  s i t e ,  w est b r io k  o h u ro h w a ll f o o t in g ,  
November 11, 1978* TEST P IT  1 .

T: TP -1 .16 .
’SRaTdf" (2 ) from  an E n g l is h  

t r a n s f e r - p r i n t e d  bow l, p ro b a b ly  
e a r ly  1 9 th  o e n tu ry .  12 -16" 
d e p th .

TJV-1.17

Two sha rds  o f  E n g lis h  
bream ware, la te  1 8 th  I 
o r  e a r ly  1 9 th  o e n tu ry .  
1 0 -1 4 " d e p th .

V
T P -1 .1 9
E m ail s h a rd  fro m  

•Cjiiglish b lu e  f e a th e r - e d g e d  J 
p l a t e  r im . la te  1 6 th  o r 
e a r l y  1 9 th  o e n tu ry .

Photographs o f  the  a r t i f a c t s  recovered from p i t s  dug along the 
stand ing west wa l l  from 1978 to  1979; They are a l l  predomi n a n t ly  
o f  l a t e  e ig h te e n th  and e a r ly  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  manufacture.

ix c .n  a t  io n  a t  S t .  J o h n ’ s u h u ro h ,  H am pton , J a n u a ry  2 7 , 1 9 7 9 . b e s t  c h u rc h y a r d  w a l l ,  
u r f a c e  t o  16” d o n th .

T P " / .  V r

LclriJL)«̂ JLtiiZz.D -lLiv, .iiRjk 3hiii<b£>, p ro b a b ly
l o c a l  made# L a te  l b t h  o r  e a r l y  l b t h  c u n tu ry #

T l& te .
Depic ts  a bone h a i r  brush which came from Test P i t  2, 0" 
below the ground sur face



•it* (met mil)
: rT :  • ••

5IASS fragm enta oxcavated at S t .  John** <
1979* 6 I n .  to  16 in *  dep th . £

tIS J 'T

From a hand-blow n 1 9 th  
o e n tu ry  m ed icine b o t t l e  
blow n in  a  m old. £ j

ft*)eric*n. T P - L t f .

; •  f r o m  a  l « t h ^ o * n t u r ;  

i r j  a p p e a r s  t o  h a r e  b  

t a p e .  P r o b a b l y  l a t e

Photographs o f  the a r t i f a c t s  recovered from p i t s  dug along the
? I  o, ire . IS o L  stand ing west wa l l  from 1978 to  1979; They are a l l  p redominant ly

o f  l a t e  e igh teen th  and e a r ly  n ine teen th  century  manufacture.
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44HT5l/2C

T/C LtcL  Overa l l  o f  44HT51/2C (and p a r t  o f  1C) before excavat ion

P l a t e  I I  Sect ion o f  44HT51/2C and 1C a f t e r  excavat ion



A P ft • 6 6

No. 8. Section of old brick wall exposed in second 
exploratory trench viewed from the north end. Wall is 
22 inches wide and 12 inches thick.

P l a t e

No. 9. Same section of wall viewed from south end 
of trench.

The f o o t i n g  o f  the m id -e ig h tee n th  cen tu ry  churchyard wal l  around 
Grace Church in  Yorktown ( York-Hampton P a r is h ) ;  The fo o t i n g  was 
d iscovered  in  d igs  by Rex Wilson o f  the Nat ional  Park Serv ice  in  

'  1966 (W i lson ,  1966).



< S a in i J Ja u / \ s  ( >p is e  o p a l  (  ' / i u r c / i  —  A-V/iV

> / „  i  4  . A drawing o f  St .  P au l 's  Church in  1834 showing the wal l  around 
the  churchyard (Courtesy o f  St.  Pau l 's  Church in N o r fo lk )



«  I f  J N M M if e it— —
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T i a . i t .  <2.S ' A p o r t i  on o f  St.  P au l 's  Churchyard wal l  as i t  stands in 1982; 
The w a l l s  are much repa i red  w i th  a m ix tu re  o f  bonds.

 ̂ The graveyard o f  Grace Church which s i t s  on the edge o f  a r idge 
C, 6 which i s  the h ighes t  e le v a t i o n  w i t h i n  the Town o f  York



 r—7

-— — —  Map drawing o f  New Haven, C o n n e t icu t ,  in  1748 showing a cen te r
1 /  meeting house and graveyard behind w i tho u t  an enclosure (Benes. 

rccc r< ^ JLCo l 9 7 9 ; 6)

-  w A p a in t i n g  o f  the New Haven Green in  Connet icu t  as i t  looked in  
1800; The meeting house plan i s  more Angl ican and the graveyard 
has been enclosed (Benes, 1966:18).



The E l iza b e th  C i t y  Par ish  Church b u i l t  in 1728 as i t  stood a f t e r  
7*I f  'te. ( 1848) R evo lu t iona ry  War; The drawing appears in  L o ss in g 's  F ie ld

Book o f  the R evo lu t io n ,  Vo l .  I I .  The view is  from the no r th .

-p> L S t.  John's  Church b u i l t  in  1728 as i t  appears in 1982 w i th  the
' ^  no r th  tower ;  The view i s  from the n o r th .
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