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CHADPPER I

STATREENT OF THE PROBLBEM

Introduction

American educators aro continuously &ﬁrivin@ﬁto
improvo and cnlarge the role that sducation ylayeuim the
life of the poople, This improvement assumes many forms
snd resches out to toueh evory phase of life aannacﬁe&
with the sohools. Desirableo changes are congtantly being
made in the curriculum, in methods of instruction, and in |
methods of ovaluation, In order that those changes may be
offectoed, the cducator must enlist the sympathetic cooper-
ation of the publie, by intorpreting the schools to the
community in such o mannor that tho people understand and
gpprecinte what ho is attempting. This study is econcerned
with tho attitudes apd approciations of the community in
rogard to the educational problems.

In ordaer to change oxisting attitudes the cdueator
must know something of what these attitudes are, and he
mast build wpon or‘ahange them accordingly. Canfi&aﬁﬁb 1&
built apon the ﬁeyrae of unﬁcrstamﬁing between two pea?l@x
or batwoen two Broups, and in order to get this nnderw
standing thére must bo & common meeting ground or point of
eantact¢ The iﬂtorﬁxeter must be able to speak both

1angmagaa flmannly, snd no odueator can do a good job of
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interprotation 1if his only knowledge is the knowledge of
what bis profession thin.s and believes, He must alse

know the layman's attitude toward ocdueation, and ss much
a8 is possible of the reasoning bohind that attitude, if

he is to enlist the cooperation of the layman.
The Problem

It is a d&ifficult problem to got at the real attie
tude of the patrons of the school. If the principal.is
talking to the parent, the views which the parent oupresses
are likely te be influenced to & groat extent by the pro-
sence of the sc¢hool officer. In the same manpor, in
moetings of parents and teachors, the parents usually
express thomselves in sccordance with the effeet that it
may have upon the teachers or upon other patroms, or else
subscribe blindly to opinions voiced by a dominating
personality. Thus, in order to got at the truwe attitude
of o person, that person must feel reasonably free to
oxpress himself in such o manner that he is mot influen=
ced by othera. Tho most practical mothod af ccompixsaiﬂg
this end is by use of tho unsignad ﬁae%tiannaire, }Qi

Thers are many inherent weakﬂ@aaes 1n the quest»
ionnaire, but in sattempting to momsure subject:v& ‘
gualities which involve & ceritain amount af 1mtra$péctibn
it is perhaps the most useful instrument. -Attitudes

¢

h
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ond opinions are at best tenuwous things, and any attempt
to mﬁaauxe thom cannot be troated as if faets were being
soughts JMnything that involves introspeection 18 vory
diffioult even for the {rained selentist; and for the
laymon, 1t is ecspecielly difficult to distinguish betweon
what is actually believed and "wishful thinking”. atti-
tudes oand opinions are valuable, not as statoment of fact,
but as indlostors of thought and must bo intorpreted
aceardingly. Symonds is not quite certsin as %o vhat the
attitude gquestionnairo messuros:
But the high reliability which those guestionnaires

§§§§§§§1§?§“ they do measure something quito con=~
Bain,? in his study of the litorsture on the measurement of
attitudes end opinions, finds that the guestionnaire is used
more frogquently and with bottor and more rolisble results
than any other method. ®ood, Barr, and Seates say of the
attitude queetionnaire

There is o Iegi%imaﬁs fiold for the gquaestionnaire
in getting & cross section of thoughts....The opinions
and attitudes represented are facte in so far as the

regsponses are typical reapensep ‘of the individuals,
but they are fagts of opiﬁiong

~ 1pgreivsl M. Symonds, Disgnosing Persemmtg
Canduet, Few York: D. Apploton-~Contury Company, 1US

1, p. 123,

, “Road Bain, Theory and ﬂma&arament of Attitudes and
Opiniens, The -Paycholomical Bu}ia?}ﬁ, 27:357.79, Moy 1580,

3Carter V. Good, Ae S« Barr, and Douglas B, Scates,
The lethodology of Wauaationnl Raﬁaarch Fow Yoxk: D. ﬂpple—
ton~Contury Company.
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The writor's problem ie, thon, by moans of the
sneignod quootionnalye, to sttenpt to obtajn nowe of thoe
parentts attitudes frem their axpresnion of spiniens on
various phagao of the public gchool curzioulun and adoins
istration, %ﬁaﬂé opintons will thon bo contrasted mng

coppared with other work fone in the sane £isld,
Boview of tho Litorature

In 1936 Bogloy and Dytof mede a curvey of the ntbti-
tude of the public in the Jtste of California in connection
with & curricnlun rovision in thoe clopontayy achoolns The
guoztiomalire sont out aslod for tho opinion of laymen on
tho ouocber and typo of subjoote in the olomontary oehaolo.
It gonaistod of o group of olx guontions with cubdivioions
and wag in the form of & check 31s%. Tho @g@ﬁﬁﬁaﬂmaxwﬂﬁ
wore pont to mombors of seorvieo giubo, trade and profoonions.
al ssvociotions, ond othor organizat ono, in ordsy to obinin
a9 pronrecontative a ocarrling en posaidlo of the Iay romie
lations Theyr obiained o thlrty-one per eont roturn of tho
guestionnnire fron Shie proup. Hovever, for the puryoce
of obteining o chook sgninnt the releotive character of

thio sampliing, they sont anothor sot of puestionnaires to

47117 dam Ce Pogloy and Georgoe Ce Yyte, The €olie
fornin Coyrioulum Study, Berkeloy, Culifernia; UniVorssty
67 Laiifornig 'rinting Gffice, 1536, Pps DAU-83,
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8 rondom group of pames chonon from tolephono direotoriesy
they rotaived a roturn of only oight per cmmt. The returns
fron the lay ground wore vononarod with those frow supsre
invendenta, princlpels, and toschersp and 15 is rathor
intorooting to note that the public diongrecse oot with
galﬁagﬁ tenchope of oduvation, and norsse bost with publie
ﬁéh&ﬁlxtﬁaahs£ﬁ@ As o vosult of this study, the Oalifornia
lﬁw,J%ﬁiﬁh roguired thirty-three subjoets in thoe clomentazy
penosale, wan ohangef Lo require only twelve sudjoots aftey
1980,

In 1936 Todd made o atudy of vhat the citiznong know
abont thoir schoolo. Ho vonstrocted & "yogene” questione
naire which sokod for definite facts obout adminisivation,
gurriosium, finence, sand pupil popnlation. The following
sre some sample Questions takon from the guestionnaive
gent So Dentoelalr, Houv Jovaey:

Is ¥Mre Pronk G Plekell 0%y Suporintondent of
dohoolay

Doss Mentelsir vocelve any ponoy from the stato
to help pay tho cont of public schooled

Doss Yontolniy hove enough olomentary schoole go
that thore io npo ovororowding of elassroons?y

Yoos overy gixl have to ptudy home ogonomice ono
or more yeare in the Jenior High Schoel to graduatot

I8 the taz rate for schgol purpooce in lbnteladyr
grootor thon {1,850 por {100 of acoosmed valsatienst

871 11dem Aall Todd, Uhai Gitizons Enow About Tholx
Sohools, Pew York: %nwaau*ﬁﬁ Pabiiontione, LoNCHOTS GOLioRo,
solunbin University, 1927, pe 7




;
The guoptionasire, cbhanged asppropriatoly te vach city, wao
pont out to seventoen ity school pyotoms scattorad over fhe
countrye Ho found that tho avaprsge ¢itizon knows about

BO poxr cent of what ic Gonirable fovy laymon %o hnow aboutb
the schools, though he admitel

Thore ia no agrooment in any ooned o8 to vhat moy.
e portdnent Loy pooplo to know about thoeir cchoolos”

There io ne montion mads 4in the stuldy as to vhat peonle
think aboud the schoolo, o what offect thinking noy bhava
upon nction. Rowovsr he tdes up movwledpge of facte with
public attitudes in the following slatenenty

It i¢ nesunmed that 1f the footo of poblic cducation

be 1sid bofore the people, the achool »ill rogeive the
suprort varrantoed by these factes In short, desirable
interonts ond wholobome attitndos aro sopditioned by
aorrect information.?

In 1928 Parley tad over five thouemnd patrops of tho
public pohoole rank thirtoen items shout tho publie sohools
in the ordor of thotly jnterest Lo tho poatrons. Thoee iteos
and the order of their interesxt £av thore 1o vhan tho GRODw
tionneire vos oont were ue follove:

1. Tapil progross and achiovomont

8¢ Hethods of instryuction

£s Boslth of popile
4y Qourses of study
¢+ ¥aoluo of efucation

»  Discipline and behaeigr of pupila
T Tousbors and ccheol offivors




8: Attendance
9+ Scheol bulldings and dbuilding progroms

10, Business management and finance

11, Board of education and financo

12+ Yarsnt teschors association

13, Ixtra-currienlar attivitiesS
Boside hie interest study, Ferley clapsified many hundreds
of items from nowspapors which referred to the schools te
f£ind what newspaper editors thought was interesting to
their resders, sand comparod this with the opinions of
parents a8 $o tholr interestss The conclusions were that
the patrons snd editors are decidedly mot in agrecoment as
to what is interesting to the public sghout the schools.

In 1939 Mort and Cornell” sent a gqusstionnmaire to
five thousand citizens, both toschers and lsymen, asking
for opinions about the school. The opinions of laymen
wore sapaxataﬁggrom those of toachers, In goenersl they
found thet thej;pimiamﬁ of the parents wers very close to
those of the teachors, Uuestions on cducational philosephy,
athletics, sex ingtruction, the learning procogs, marking,
ond diseipline wero asked on the questipmmaires. Reference
will be made later to some of the conclusions that the

suthors drew from their study.

YBelmont Mercer Farley, What to Tell tho Poople Abont
the Public Sehools, New York: Burcau of rublications,
Toschers GCoilioge, Columbia University, 1929, p. 16.

- ®Pou) R. Mort snd F. G. Cornell, A Poll of Parent
Opinion, HNationnl~Psrent Teamcher, 54:719-24, October 1939,
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The iatostd atuly of poront opinion van nado by Soye
forti® nsing a “posena” yuostionnairo vhich ho sent %o
thyes cormunitions A semplo reprecontative of the oanlbire
population was solecked fvan comnunity orgenications and
botanced by housoetoebouse canvaosing. Tho (veutiopnoire
inoiuded tuonty oueotliong with pubdivisions on proeporagion
of stufentsa, ense of school work, diccipline, promolbion,
sdusational snd vooational guidenoo, and otber vital sdhood
yusntione, Phis conpleto conntionmoaive with tho poreontane
of returns ig included 4n tho pppendix. 7This atudy finde
out wony of the opinions end sttitudos of the pomersl .
public, ond 1% will bo interentine fa compare 1t with the

precont otudye
Procednrs

Beforo doseribing the provciure follovwed thoro ars
novoral words thoat ouet be dofined. In gonopnl any perohoe
logiesl torns usod follow Warron'sll defimitien, but sowme
torus which moay have covorsl moaninge nre usod Frocuontiy.
The word “attitude” is talkon to moan o etabilisod sot or
dioposition to aet, whilo “opinien” ig tho individunl'n own

lﬂﬁarwan o Boyfort, Yhat the Public Tuinkn of Ite
Sohoole, Bohaol aaviam, &ﬁ;éi&maa, Jona 1940,

Mpownrd 04 Viapron, Dletig ﬁwmg»mf Sayeholooy,
Boston: Houghton-lif€lin Comphng., Toohe
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statement of his attitude. “E%liaf“ is distinguished from
attitude and opinion in that it is based upon svideones
assomed to be adequate ond thorofore is iess 1liable fo
ehanges "Parent” and “"pstrony are uscd synonymously $o
indicate the fathey or the mother of n public scheocl child.
"Layman® or “"citizen™ is used for poople who are not cone
nocted in o professional way with educstion, while "come
mity® denetos a group of people whe are served direetly
by & school or by a $chool oystom,

In this study five hundrod ouestiormaires were sdnt
out and threc hundred thirty returned., This is a much
higkax‘rate of return than would pormally be found in such
studies. The high poreeontage of return is acgounted for by
the fact that the guestionnaires were sent through the
children direectly to the parents and, wherover possible,
direct contact was made in asking for the return of the
gquestionnaire. The paronts evinced much Interest in the
£illing out of the blank ns was shown by their oral and
written comments, MNost of these ware cangftructlive in
n&tura,.&it@ﬁugh some were faootions or derogatory. A
gommont thmg ocourred ofton was to the offoct that the
guestionnaire had caused the parent to think about the
sehools and what they were doing for the first time in his

1ifo. Some parents thought the guostionnaire was part of

ik
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the copsus; and o fow othors sent the roply that thoy 4id
not beliove in writing dewn tvhat thiy thought nbouvt thinge,
Coe parent oamo to the writer poncidoyably uposot boonupe
be thought 1% uwas homework for hic fourth grade dauphter,
and anothor fathor sent the raply thot no one could answer
guoshions which could boe noowerod truthfully oithor ways
In gonors) tho parento vore sutronely eocporntive and
goomnd to take n poimine interect in the guontlomnuire ard
ite contonits,

Tho acuestions nood in thoe cucotiormaive wore triod
put in Inserviews snd ip twe trial quontiomnaives bofore
thoy wore inglly seleckod, Vome guootions vors nok uscd
bopauny thoro vas 1ittle reaotion to them, o bLoosuse they
vere enhiect to deable ind-wprotation.  An offort vwes made
to bhave all the cuastions proarol rathor than apooific.

1o the final form the cooetiomnnire v=wm divided into oo
aeations; the firat section conalsting of soven multinle
choice sinlouenta with five porcible wdtornatives, mnd the
soocond coetion of thirsy atadeponis vhich woroe te bo checkod
true, falee or quostion, Parentw toro asked te cheol two

of the five «wnewors in the firat section in arder that there
might be o widoy powsaible solections Yo the second scotion
the cvotion nas ingevried to allew for roooiblae doubt and to
reinfovee the weipght of thoe opinion of those vho ohoeicd

sither trus or tho falsnc. Thoe same fypoe of informntion wab
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roquestod in two 4ifforont ways oo that the comsistensy of

the opinions eonld be chooktde

The fuostionnalres vore sent ocut in thyee coummnities,
tws in Vieginia and onc in Plorids, The roturng reprosent a
lorper orone epotion thon the throe comsunisios would indie
onta, i1 the fact iy takon Into scoount that Lhirty-nix staton
md foreign nomntyies ore roprenanteds Table 12 ghowa that
4348 pox cont of the prrents had brthplaces othor than Vip.
ginia or Florifa. Thic would shov o coamopolitan oxigin of
parents, apd a probhoble wido oprend of backhround and cultnrs.
In order $o be sure thael the birthplace wee pome indexm of
whore the paprente bod rocolved theizr ouply trasining, thoey
were ogkod bov long thoy had lived in the stabe. Tho averoge
lemgth of residence of thooe wvho gave gn out-ofe-thoentnte |
virthpioos wao 10.8 yoays, whick would indicnte thet ther had
probably rosched paturisy in ancothor state and undor difforw
ont conditionn fron these in which thoey were thop livine.

Tha diversity of ccoupntions iz shown in Fabls 11,30
with the lsrgost group, howsowife, being 8145 por cent of
the total, end forcey next with 15.8 por conte. The pavonts
who anewored the quostionnoaire were well Gisiriduted anong
the genersl population ag io shown by the thirty-five eopa-

rato seoubations ligtod.

32500 fppandiz
Wano appondix
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The parpono of this etudy ie fo ghov sone of the attie
tador of parento Lo the threo. combunitien etuldicd, 58 GXPYOELw
od Ly thair opiniono on tho quectiomnoire, as gleaned from
thoiy uncolioitsd ¢onmonts on the guontionnaire, nnd no motten
from thoiy oral statomonts Lo the writer in intervieuds

T The gproiiontion of thono asttitudes to oather communiticw
wonld dopend upow 90 cmny fectors thad tholr ugefulness would
bo limited to only the Lrondogt genoralisations. Paront
abtitudos may be uooful to thoe scbosl non for comporiven
pursoses, «nd ss an a8l te collooting 46%8 op hio oun CODMNDe
itye The dnta whioh follow should give cows vopgoption of
what are the polnts upon vhioh to placo the ooot enphasie,
and whick pointa teo “soft pedal" wntil the schosl rropgram hap
the ponfidones of tho copmunitys Bowdon ond Leibo aptly
gtntay

In poing tote & novw comtwnity, o ochool adminie

ptrator chouvld obsorve tho traditiomml pravtises and
follow thoge procodonts shicoh ayg soecially nrofitablos
Yoroovey, ho should be ocually slovw to violaute 4 moof

pracadont or to aotart anothoy ﬁiga@ﬂﬁmﬁ vhich hag any
apparent antineeinl teonfencies.

s, 0, Dowden and I. . Helbe, The Soelal
of Bduestion, Low Vork: LoeGraveHS1ll feol Gelpors,
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CRATRER 11
PARENITAL A21TUTR TOVARD THE GURR IGUDUL

Teo purpose of thie chopter io to oxaming the attls
tude of tho parond toward tho curriculum of the schools The
sttitndos of any group are largely influoncsd by their ine
Soreste, for 3P Intorest f¢ lacking thero I8 ap attitude of
indifferonne whioch i almost as §1ffienlt %o change ag an
abtituds of oxtronw opponitions Porontsm toke n groater
intorent in tho school curvioulum then in the athor phasos
of sehool 1ife, and oo thoy probebly have more abtitundes ond
apintone sbout tho “hows® and She "ehale" than about other
provlose sonnooted with the scheols. Parley saye:
b ﬁq@ggﬁmﬁzgnaﬁfésgaﬁa k%ﬁﬁﬁ%'ﬁﬁ tﬁ@ﬁgﬁﬁﬂé§§§an ﬁwg
aing teught, how they are boling toupht, whet rosults
are boing sehioves, ond how tho nublic GeRosis B3Y00E
the phyeicnl walfars of thedr childrons Thoy ayo moxo
intoronted in vhooo thinag thawy they are in the bo.
havist of the children ut nghoal, the guniificnations of
thalr toscheors, Mhe rogulority of attendanco, the Riwnd
of buildiogs in vhich thepy axo honsod, how waeh neney
is mpont, how tho sohoovle are adminisiorsd, what the
payents avo dolng for the school, sr Uhe ackivitdos
earvied on g% the vohosl ohich thoy oonoidor extrae
engriculay,

Pho garyicolum of the sohenl is of funda

the cduceter in the chanping of the sehonl to £t the neode

montal importance to

‘ 1301rnont Horcos Forloy, Vhat 3o Dell the Poople About
fabiie Schasle, few Torks Mirenu of +ublieatiens, T00600TS
{ caltmbia Undveraity, 1909,
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of todany, ang tho attivodes and oxproasod opinioms of tho
pavento on tho subject mottor, the loerning prosese, the
pobosl purvose, and extrawcurrisulay sctivitios shonld bao
noun bofore chanpo 18 attempiods I this chaptor nh oale
tompt will bo made to oraonine thosoe attitndse an egpresscoed
in gnowor to the writer's onéstionnsire end in intervieve
with individesl parento, and tho agwoenont of those foonlis
with othor studion in the somo f£iold.

The Suhject Hattey

pet poronds orn well agrood that there io o types of
pental Sraining which may bo gotton from subjecte which ave,
$or wany poopla, Aiffioulv, RBighty-two por cont of the
parente sgrood with the statemont on the writer's guestionw
naire: "Eatbemstice ie fino monsal troining, and therofore
ohonld have o prouinent placs in the hkiph sohoal, vhothor
the ebhild 111 have any veo fox 1% ox pot.” nly a smadld
propovtion oither Boubtaed %he otatenont or noarked 1t f£aloe.
In a sinilar mepnor, 88 por cent aoeied folne the statomont:
"Hatbomatics and ccolonco should noet be roquired subjiestse in
the Bbigh sehool becnude thoy ars too hard.” Payente Lave
hoon moll inonleated with the dooirine of Ynwptal disginiine”
whin it comos 0 tho broader osponts of mathonatioe, but vhen
song of the applicntiong of these principliee aro brought out

they are not oo sure of thomsolven. The vtatement, "4t loast
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thyoes units of mathermbics chould bo wogquired b every
sehool foy graduntion”, olicited a roply of enly 06 por pent
in the effizestive, w&ile the stabonont, "Only thoke partions
of mothomatics chould be tawght thal the obild io falrly
portain to uoe in laotor 18fo?, won ma& rod faleo By 41 poy
sony, true by 56 per cont, with 13 @ﬁr'&ﬁmt baian doubtful,
Phe 4uplicantion horc would bo thet pavente heve boen taught
in the oldor pajyohologlical ocohoel the bLyrosd affeots of
*pansfor of training” and the "owltursl affectn® of A ot
aral aduoations
Parends azrae vory woll with Harzie vho, as Unitoed
Stotos Commiowioner of Blugstion in 1098, wakos the f@&i@wm
fnp otatonont iv vepard to tho clomenbary school ﬁ&ﬁiﬁz
~ Hoading, switing, arithmoties-the pow-oaliiod ‘shros
Btotewprasnar, soolynphy, oud United Stabes hintory,
furnish him the vpocosomry &iseiplinoe that onablo hin
to take pp the rodiments of homan experienco; thoy

givo bim the nagstory over tho toohnieal ﬁlﬂwaa%ﬁ wﬁi@h
ontor the practienl theories of humnn 1ifoed

I tho same connootion fhoro ey be an altorpadive onplow
patiane  IF Doy e thot the parent who wishos big ohild to
ienrn putbomaties, o thinking of his ovn statud, bosuuso

{uﬁ%$1iﬁ?ﬁﬁ the louvuing of matbomabtios shows kigher wentsd

, pwilziam T4 Hoyris, Poychologio Foundotions nf Tdoe
gation, P. B5L, How Sork: Cs Abpleton abd Gompany, L1000
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proconsen in his ohildven. Horris agelin ovitesy

ite wesson why 4t voguiren e bighur agtivity of
thought to think guantity end sodorsiand mathonetiae
than 1% doop to porgoive cuality {or thinps and ane
vivomnonss! 1les right in thip point. The thoupght
of anentity io o Jouble thoughts It firet ¢hinks
sundity and thon nogatos 1% oy thinke it sway. In
sthor words, It ubotyacts frem quality, 0 fipsd
thinks thing and environmont (quality), mnd thon
thinice both a2 thoe came i Mind oF a9 Popovitions of
“gho pomes A thing docomes o wo it whon it 9 reponted
gg ﬁ§§£$§% 18 within thoonvironmont of deplicantes of
itaelid.

Fort end Cornall, in thoiwr poll of parvent opinion,
renel virtnally tho nowo eonclusion. They say:
Strangoely enough, nedl Parentessajootily nathes
matice inntruction bhotaupe it is thought %o sorye o8
a woang of treining tho mind; got bal® of our paronts
dofinitely feul thal children ave veguired to lowrn
oo wany thinge thot are of no value %o thom®

pdon and Ualbo foel thet sluentors aro

At tho sope $ico Do
Sust ot 330ble te Bo at fould 48 tho paronts.  Tholy atatos
cant sy

sny of nuy ¢ollege profoscors and cdupatorg aloo
oxhibit unpeiontifio attitudes o, fopr oxomple, in
reguirivg tuo yenye or nore of matkenatien, Torxaign
longuagn, of sisilar atuly a8 o neoossesyy provecuinite
for poveysl colloge worke THig iz really o evort of
magical bolief da the tpnditionsd value of the good

" "mental ﬁ%&ﬁip&&ma” prosummbly obtainod fron oush

anbhjoots.

@ma 'ﬁ‘ﬁ; P 945 .

4Pnpl Rs Nort and P . Corxnall, A Poll of Papont
Opinion, Fofdewsd Jaroniefenchoy, G4:27-28, Octobar 100U,

L% Ve s

47 00 Bowden and-I. R& Melbo, Social Phychology .of .
Education, p. 87, New York: VeGraw-Hill Bdok. Qompany, 1537,
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Ag regards Latin there is loss unanimity of opinion.
Sixty per cent of the parents disagree with the statoment,
"Intin is & dend langumsge and, a8 the child will nevor use
it, should not be tought in the public scheols,.” Yot, 22
por cent of the parents did agree with the statement and the
remaindor wore doubhtfuls. The stand of the majority of the
parents ag regards Latin beoars éut the effoct that the
"formal discipline”™ doectrine continues to have upon the parery -
of today. Iatin ig included with mathomatics as a subject
that will train the mind,

Though parente are vory congervative in regard to the
fundamental subjoets of the curriculum, at the same time they..
wish to =sec the voeational subjects encouraged, Although
.oniy 4 per cent of the paronts wish their children to gst a
high dogrec of skil) in sueh things a8 typewriting oy wood~
working, 77 per cont of the paronts bolieve that the school
should f£it the child to carn a living. This is in line with
s study conduciked by Bolls® for the Regional Ascociations
of Secondary Schools and College® an the Judgments of parents
with regard to the secondary schools. He finds that parents
are more dissatisfied with vocationsl training and guidance

than with any other phase of school life. In a study by

O®, C. Bells, Judgments of Parents Concerning Americen
ggﬂaggggy Sehools, School sond Beciety, 406:409.16, Seplember
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ﬁﬁyfn&kvlﬁﬁ por cent of the parents answsr yos to theo
question: “Shonld school give é@ﬁa@ianai trajiningt?, but
only 43 por cont Shin: the school shonld help ito graduatos
to find Jobuy, In the pame etudy 81 per eent of the pavonts
bolievo that foreign longuages ars lose important Shen
proctionl studloss Tho sajority of the parente wish thoiw
shildreon 0 b 6blo te earn o living vhen thoy Linich the
segondary scbools, yob they are net willing to ssorifice any
of thy #o onlled "oultoyal™ or “mental diseipline” suhjiocis
fn ordor for this to bo sccomplivhads

The Jeoyning Procoss

%@g@ﬂﬁa @@@Lgaﬁmxﬁazg‘&gfemﬁ that tha Loarning proe
eass in ﬁiéfiaéiﬁ and shonld toke cuch effort,. Toaniye-ning
por eont say thoy would bo 1ikely to blams a teaghey for
making @&ﬁm@a enty for their obilds O the other hand only
18 por cant of the rayonte say thoy would be likoly to praisoe
0 teacshor for making it eany for thoiy ohild to Joorn and
pano # ocubiect, One yavent ompplsine hor attitude tovard
lomrning in this sancey s ALY things that aro worth whilo in
thie —orld nro MFfieult to get, and thovrofors 4f you nake
glygatian too ongy it comnold be torth whilles” Rort and Core
60218 find: UAbout throowfourthe of our poople do net wont

b

Tharron €, deyfort, That tho Yublic Phinke of Its
gehonic, School Roviow, AU:41Y«8%, June 1940,

Bpanl Ea. Wort nnd Fa O Cornoll, op« il
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wweert® ceneludes that only

géngation cada Loo sagy, ™ bub D
29 poer eont of the parontes think that cchool work io foo onser.
In the wind of the poavondt the lonpnlsng prootes io profity oall
tiod ap with dicoipling ag Sximnoll saye:

(ne Aoss sot bave to listen loag whoro 0ilisong gone
grogobe o houy mroprensive methoads in btogohing egoffed
nbe The man In the stroot il beligves flesly in ‘no
‘Aonin', mgvggmmiﬁ" and tho other tonote of his unhappy
gohool dayss

It may bo thel parente aro o$ill fuflivenced by the Puritaniosl
bolie® that o311 that 10 ploesant is of the daevil.

The wvidesproeast belief v cnthemnties and mgient lanpe
uoagoe op oufor fsetors in odacation wourid glve tho improcuvion
that parants believe in & "goneroel foctsz" 1n Iosininfs  Hove
uty-2ix per oont of the poronbo think that the ohild's loammns
ing te 8o his ovm thiolking i2 of zmore irportnnce than facts or
lonrning to do thinpne Juet vint oonotitusss thio rropece of
thdnking which the puovrent Shivks io oo important i shathor
mattog. Chon a nucher of waronto voro sanioed b tho wrister te
azplaio what they wmoant by thinking, noet of thoer oald that it
e 8 motter of aryiviag at indepondent gogelusions, or o
matior of problon sslving without aid. Uovever pnrontio oz
moare gongornod over the vesslis of losrning than 0 $he rroe

cosn itwelf, Bixmty-elght pexr cont of tho paroento woriod falipge

S arron Co Soyfort, on. eit.

107, Dozl Grinnell, Intc
How York: LeSyou«iill Dook
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tho phobsuent, “I% is bow s child lenyns that countss  “hat
he lenvno mekes J1ittle op noe differongs® Fort and Cornell
soncludo from tholy otudy:

Over fwo-thirde of poronts and teschers boliowe that
textbook learning shovld give way to inorosscd loamning
throueh axporience and that reading instrucilon in nil
grates chould consint of nore reading for resenyok,
aspprociation, and reeveation, snd leoo reondlog bl 20«
gitation frow tho loztbook.hd

Thore ie poue ovidonen that parents =611 tobe Fathor

gorionsly the old adepe, “You con't tench san 9ld dop now
trickn.” Thirti«five por oend think the parent ohould tako

6 rreatoy Interent in tho ¢hild while Lo 18 in clasontar)y
pehinol than after ho roscheo kigh scheol. 5 sonuent that ogs
ourred groovently was, "I 4 ohild zozes o bad start in the
slonentary prades, he is badly wandicoipods™  Dnmy parents
think that 4F choroctor cdueatlon in wot bogmn very early in

the homa that the school oan do very 1ittle about 1y,
fehaol “urpsso

Yayrante are much more foterested in the chavacter and
moerslity outoomos of the schneld thon in the toxtbook lanpning.
Thie in borne out in the proeont gtudy hy the fact that €3 por
gnut of ko paronte goroed that ftenits of oharoeter onch as

honosty, cooporabion, diligenceo, and politonoss should beo

1lpani B. Lort ond P G. Cormell, op. oit.
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develapod in tho oohosls It may bo contonded that tho parent
would oaturally rote ghopsctor building a8 the prinoyy puge
poso in susworing a auestiocnneire en the ochools, bt that hio
netual opinion in othorwine, However; ihe comuents of ¢he
paronds soom Lo bendy ont the contontion that thoy are ﬁxiwh
wmarily intoreoted in chavacter building as a purpose of tho
sehools  Someo tyrienl oomcente areo the following:

Schools don’t got jobo for o pereon. Unly charoctor
gng porsonaelity omn onsble & Boy to pot and te Loop o
f‘ & 53

fo ono con tell Lo cortein Just what eubleots are
pocded in later 1ife, btut we sll Inov that choracter is
the foundation of ony worth while 1ifc.

Teachors should know move of bomoo from which chile
fren come mo that thay will know Bow swmob help they vill
heve 40 tho moniding of the ghild'zs oharsctor.

Yeaphors should be earefc]l to teash by example ag
vell as by verds

17 the sehoolp bulld charactor they don¥t necd to
storry much aboub the okbhar thineo.

Charactor and porsonnlity ove tha thinge 1 woryy sbout
moat in ny ehild,

tviaa%iﬁ fn o Btudy oade in 1824 ond agein i 1938, aoied the
guoction, “that are tho most docirable leesonu to bo taushty”
The snovors of the poarcoto §n the ordegr of proforencs axoe oS

folliows s

AeTentor 8. Ivins, Chet Yeronio lmpoet of the Sohool,
Jougmal of the Habionnl Edusation Aococintion, 20:1904,
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1 ionuons thot will iepress the wlne of soaod
, chnractor. »
Ly Inpscns that. will rrovest solfishooen,
Ze  Iopgops thot will Soprove or produco pond nonnoro.
4» loooonz thet vill toach tho velue of honeoty and
truthdulinesoy
B¢ lesoops that will 534 in good sportomanchip,
6: Toscons of rospeet for olureh, othor popile and
authority. A
Ty  Iossons that will tecch cooperation with othors,
8. Vorth vhiid loseons frow textlbooks.
U» Facts frow magesinos ond library bookse thabt pone
tain o lescon of inportanco,
10y Locsons o ghow why groat mon 444 succeoed,

Fot oniil the ofghkth plimee on the 1ist I8 ronched i thovre any
montion of tho factual materinl of the cobosols. T corroboe
retion of the foct thad pavente place chorastor Wwilding high
in tholyx Lipt of school purpotes, Carter sont out & questione
noive to ¢itizons in which ho asked, "In whal vays, in youwr
gpinion, sre tho schools £ailing to do whet pou think they
shonl 4%Y”  The following arae some of his conclusions:

Some oitizone foeol that the pehoole are net doing
enounh in the way of coharactor cdugstion. Some paronts
wont more scx ofugetion Saughd in tho sehooles Soue
parenis §gy they wvont mere tosching of veligion in the
sohooloe s

Uhatover wey be the parents' rossons for wishing %o nut o

wmuoh stress on the chavactor building in schools, or vhat thinng
in the oobool ﬁﬁﬁﬁyibaﬁm o thie ond, v the pavontsl! ontiw
mntion, there ino 1ittle woon loft to dosbi that inm Iho mind of

the paront nohsol charynetor bullding vanke Righs.

184, Be Carter, Citizone Bvaluste Thelr Schoole, Lohopl
and Soglety, 47:719-28, June 4, 1038,
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Seventy-sevon per cent of the parents think that one
of the purposes of the school should bs to £it their child to
carn 8 living, snd 82 per cont say that another purpose is to
enable their children to use betler judgment in life. It may
be that tho brond aspecis of the word “judgment" appealed to
the parents, but there is o seriocusness of parental purpose
shown here in that the parent wishes his child to become
self-sufficient, The earning of a living and the use of good
Judgment may not be 8o very far apart in the thinking of the
parent. Good judgment may be the foundation of the malking of
o good business man or any one of othor innumeradle occupations
whose basis 1o sound Judgments It may be that the parent is
thinking as Broéstow does in the following:

Schools should mean an opportunity to make choiecos, to
onjoy the benefits of wise cholces and to g{qfit from the
exporiences ef choices which are less wiseil4

Or 4f the average paront could find words for what he wants
out of life for his ohild, he would probadbly ac¢ent Webnor's
idea of cducation:

Education means much more then being able to 'rond,
write, and cyphor's It means more thaon knowing some
history and geography and being informed about what is
going on asround usy It means being able te gather all
avallsble ovidence, weigh it carefully, and withouy
emotion arrive at & denthihedon and course of actions It
means that whon 4 decision has been thus reached it i
retained and put te wse, It also means that whon new

gvidence isg fauﬁﬁ'wh%ch rroves vaelid & new stand is une
hositatingly taken,i

14william F. Bristow, What School Should Mean to Chil-
dren, National Parent~Teacher, 38136, January 1938.

1530hn %, Wobmer, Do We Really Went Our Children to
Think, National PaiGmt-Teadi®r, 29:35, April 1935,
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Extra~Curricnlar fctivities

Paronts are wvory much in sympathy with the szxtrae
eurrienlar setivities, Eighty per cont of the parents think
that athletics phopld play a prominent part in the school
1ife of eovery child, and 83 per cent sgree that school plays
furnish o valusble way to train the @hil@ to express himself
befors the public. Seventy-throo per cent mark false the
gtatenent thet school ig g place for giasa work and is not a
place Loy suoh things as plays, gawes, and outseide activities,
They want those things, but they do not want them te excass.
only 4 per cent of the paronte think that the ability o excell
in games oy athletics will be useful to the child in Iatoer
1ife. Paryonts commented very froguently that outeide activie
ties wore fine if thoy wore not allowed to dominaste the school
progrem to the detrimont of other things.

Hort and Cornell find:

Yarents and teachors 8o not, 68 a whole, believe that

s winning football toam is ware hopneficial to a community
than o good curriculum.id
Vie wonld probably have bo interprot a winnivg foothall teanm
ag corrying sthloeties to an oxtrome, especially in this dsy
of high pressurs intcrscholastic competition. Seyf&rt37

asks the question: YAro oxtyva-curricular activities woerth

16Panl R. Kort and F. G, Cornoll, op. git.
¢arron Co Seyfort, op. eit.
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while?” and gote the answer of L4 per oont of Lhe parenis in
the aglirmntive. In thoe deoe auostionnnize only © per cont
of tho parents agreo that interscholontic athistics should bo
sholiahod.

(m the othoy hand ?mrlﬁylﬁ Linds that poatronc rank
grtrasgurricular nctivition last, iu a liot of thirtesn itows
rolating to cehool functions, vhich bo hod the parento paonk
sagarding to tholy pyofeseod intopest in then. Thls low
rarking rmay be due to tho fact that parents are sabiatold with
the auounty of publicity thet sutvide gctivitiaes gebt frow thoe
NEVBPUDOLE @ﬁﬁ:fﬁ@m the stadonts. Yowvover, 1% oay bo Hhat
parents nre sstisfiod with the trond of oxtre-curricular active
1ties in the schooles %olin,t’ 4n a stedy of the satiefaction
of puyonts with cortain aopecis of the oohool, found that
all-round fevolapuent asnd genersl o poriones in tha cotool

plagod $4¥8h 4in o 140% of twolve itons panbod by the poroni

¥, ¥
Bopmny

Tho prosont study bas found the following:

wishtr«tws poy cont of tho roavents agroed that, “Iatho-
mntion 1o fine rental training, =nd thovefury should bave
a prosivent plngo ia the high ocbogd, vhotheor the studont
will have sny uso for 1% oz not."

I30imont Boroer Forloy, Ofle Qibe. Ds di
1%, €y B6110, 20s Oit., Pa 420,
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Eighty-three per cont of the parents merkoed folse the
statoment, "Mathematios and seience should not be roe-
qui§a§ subjects ‘in the high school becnuse they are teo
harde '

Bixty~aix per cont of the parents agreod that, ™At
ioast three unite of mathemstics should be required by
overy schosl Tor graduation”

Thirty-eight per cent of the parenis marked trne the
statement, "Only thoee portions of mathematics should be
§§§gh§ that the child is fairly eertain to use in later
LiLay

Bixty per cent disagree with the statoment, "Latin is
a6 dead lenguege and, ag the ohild will never use it, shouldp-
not bo tmught in the bublis schools,”™

Seventy-soven per cont of the pavents think that the
school should £1it their child to enrn a living.

- Twontye-nine per cont of the paronts sSay they would be
lékgéy to blome a toachor for making things oasy for their
childe

- Eighteen per cent of tho parents say that they would be
likely to go out of their way to proise o teacher for make
ing it eesy for their c¢hild to lesrn and pass o gubjeot.

Seventysaix per cent of the paronts think that the
Ghild's lesyning to do his owm thinking is of more ime
portance than faets or learning to do things,

Sixty-eight por cent of the parents do not agreo with,
"It is how n child loarne that counts, What be learns
mokes 1ittle or no differonce.”

Thirty~five por cent of the parents think they should
take more interest in theiy child when ke is in the ele-
mentoery school than after he roaches the high school,

Hinoty~three per cent of the parents think that traits
of character sueh 88 honesty, ¢ooporation, diligence, and
politenese should be developed in the school.

Eighty~two per cent of the paronte think that one of the
rurposes of the sehool 18 to enable thely child to use
batter Judgment in 1ife.
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Bighty por cent of the parents think that athletics
ghould play & prominent part in the school 1life of every
ehilde

Finety~three per cent agree thab achual plays furnish
o valuable way to train the chiléd to oxpress himeelf? bofore
the publics

Seventy=three por cent mark false the etatoment that
sehool is s place for class work and ie not & place for
sudh things ss plays, games, and outside asetivities.

Four per cent think that tho ability to excel in ganes
and athletics will be useful to the ¢hiid in later life.

The attitude of parents towsrd the curriculum ds prob-
ably better than most school people would belisve., Though
theﬁ want mathematics and Latin, they also wish to seo voes-
tional subjects in the schools. With the average parent the
putéomesn of sducation are well tisd up with the obsolescent
theory of montal discipline and faoulties of the mind: Fa-
yonts think that educntion should be rather a diffienlt process,
and that too much ease of learning indleatos s lack of value in
the process. Howsver, paronts are heartily in favor of using
all the means at hand for leoarning, rather than the single teosmt-
book mothods
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CHAPTER IXL
PLAREETAL ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHCOL BDMINISTRATION

The admipistration of the school oftentimes gets a
distorted picture of the public it serves because its contact
with that public only ocours under unpleasant circumstances,
Patrone often come to the school only for the purpose of
faultfinding or complaining and so give the inprossion to
the tenchers that thoy ave completely ignoreng of everything
thnt constitntes the best in edueation. Thus n vicious
eircle beging to dovolop with the patron antagonizing tho
tencher and the teacher in turn developing s defensive Yehip
on the shoulder™ attitude towanrd the publices The result is
that ta&ahe?a begin & course of soetion which thoy know is not
in the best interest of the child, but which gots for them
the minimum of eriticism from the parents of thelr ehildron,
Thie attitude is sunmed up by Seyfert:

For many yesrs school workers have been inelined to

belleve that opinions expressed by the compnunity with

c» regard to the schoole were maligious intent, or at
lanst o manifeostation of a human desire to Intaerfere
with other paople’s dusiness. HAetion on $uch pro-
judiciel promisece, educators have shown s8light dispo-
gition to sscartain the tyue nature of oxisting opinions

ang nhg facte and fancies from which thesse opinions
o8rise.

loarran 0. Seyfort, That the Publioc Thinks of §t8 Hchools,
8echool Review, 48:426, June 1840
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Or opain in epeaking of tho thydés communitics in - hieh he
soent ovb & cusstionnnire in regard Yo the opinion of the
paronts Soployt fSnve:
Opinion in tho shroo conmunition etrongly oupports
tho achooln in cortalin mattors whoro 1% is froouantly

thought that laoy opindon Siffers from the thenght ot
e tesehing profosoion.

The purposs of this chapter i85 to oxonino the attie
tude of the parontn tovwnrd the sépdinictrative problens of
the cchools Thoos problome grouve themselves shont tho
tonohors, diseipiive, prodoy and possing, snd the velations
phip of the sohool to tho comnmmitys The publite atiitude
toward those problocs Gose and should have o wolxhyy offeot
npon the conduet of the sobool. A8 oblown sayes

V' Sho thacry of domocrntio inmstitutionsl ﬁﬁ&ﬁ&?it*
~definitely limite both purpese and method of LS o
protatiosn snd ooneiders the onleygemont of contraction
af inotitubionnl solivity B0 bo o fﬁﬁﬂﬁi&ﬂ uf tho
peoples  Tho intorests of 8ll the peopiu m&ﬁmmunﬂxiar
to the intoyonts of the teachiug vrofepsion.”
The oducsater wha forgoets tho funation that the public pinye
in the vonduet of the sohool, ox Fails B0 roslice that the
pehaol io cacontislly & public institotion, ueually finds
hicsslf at eross purponss with bis patrons, ondany a CoNRee
oaenes, the ssbeol suffers. Tho partverehip idesn 46 thow
stated by Moehlmean: '

QXEgmta . 422

“Arthur U, Uoehlnn, zq%zﬁg,*ﬂtﬁrﬁwmﬂamﬁmn, flgw Tork
Be SpplotoneContory Co., 100U, Ps 307




30

The portnership concept of public aduecation in the
United Stutom requirce the active interest and intelli.
gont participation of parents in the cducational program.

In order to bhave n complete partnership sack partner must
have o good idea of the thinking and opinions of the other
and ittis these opinions that school people often fail to

.considers
The Teachoy

The functioning unit around whieh svery school system
is built is the olessroom teachors The administration, the
supervision, the eurridulum, and the plant are enly nocossary
as thoy provide means whereby the feoacher may betier perform
hor duties in the classroom. Paronts are in complete sgrece
ment that "the teacher is theo grentest fastor in the $ueéaas
of the sehool,"® Ivins made & gtudy a8 to the charscteristice
that the parents expect Pfrem a z0od toacher and found the
following:

1. One who ecommands the respoet of the pupils and the
community by the 1ife he leads,

2+ One who teschos the volue vf good character, good
haglth, and good eitizenship.

32 Ome who standse for henest mnd thoro work by the
Pﬂﬁilﬁt

4s One who shows iﬁagawﬁ for tho less fortunate.

£, One who teaches respeet for anthority.

4Ib1d., ps 108

PLoster S. Ivins, What Parents Bmpect of the School,
Journal of the Hational Hducation Association, £8:194,
Ogtober 195%
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G Ono who 10 g pood American eitizen and bholleves
in domocyaoy.

s  (me who tonehen his eupills the pronar respeot foar
the ohuyeh ond the roasons for the regulsy wabtw
vendonce vpon the sarvices of cone ohirch,

8, Ono who ghows patience toward rotnrded punile.

% Opo who poscenoss o thore collope troining ag
wall an common Sonbe.

1G4 Ono who 48 in&agtriaﬂ& and tagey %o advance in
big puofomaion,

Thio wight be o list such as ooy achosl offieind oipht suggeod
ax griferia Yor o good teachor. The mnrenls are #4111 “oldw
fannioned” in rogoard to Sthe toachor oo an oxavwple for the
pupils. fowlin® in hin atudy of the veanons for the discharpre
of toachers found that fmmorality (roal or impliecd}, dishonesty,
pouor work, wnd dissbedience were the leading xoavens for the
dizeharge of beachers, ALl of those reasorm invelve factors
thnt might be bsd smanples to the childwen In the schonl. The
writor found that BG por cent of the parents bslisve that the
ehild's drogross in the school doponds more wpon tho Leaohow
than upon the subjout or typoe of schosl syaten, snd 5O per
pont boliovww tholt whal the toancher things of the ehild fo tho
bopt inGicntion of what the child im dolnp in the wchool.
Thuo, with all the poor pay of teaskors, and the faoet that the

tonching profoenion {in the secondary and olewenbuy £i0ld)

OIbifa, ps 104

T3nss Ae Bowlin, Attitudes Toward Ressens for Discharse
of Teochors, Hohool Roviev, A46:B1E, Bopioobey 1080
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Bno lower stondards than othor prefeasions, -the publie still
has o groat deal of confidencs in its tanchorn.

™he poreonality of the tenchoey vioyn an impartant port
in the thinking of payonts as well ae like and d4islile on the
vart of tho teschory and oapils Pifiye-nin por cont of tho
paronts think that many of the ohild’s failures in tho ochool
ore Gus o the obild's dislike of the teooher, bu$ 44 per cont
bolieve that such of what thelir ehilderen loern in tho school
doponds apon whether the teschor likes or déplilos the chilg,
Fairnoss and lack of favoritiom is o quality of toschors thet
patrons think vory fmportsnt. Whe peroonality facter in tho
teathox's sucoess is ﬁ%ﬂuﬁ indireotiy by %§$~faﬂ% that T7 por
sont of tho poranto woesld be 1ikoly Yo oo out of thelir way
‘%e praioce & toacher for piving Sio the ohild o liking for the
subjoct and the sohoaols Tarants froguontly nals the otnbtos
mont thnt “if the child likes the teachor bo will do woll o
sehoole™

In genorel the poblic fo foirly woll satlefiod with the
pablis sehool toachore and shoir vorke In Rkisg gtudy of the
publie satisfaction with tho bohoolo ZE116® fourd that tho
paronts ronked the genoral gunlity of toaching se third in

ordor of eatialncdion,

B 0. Lolit

’ S0dsatanty Concorning ?mﬂxigan 5
soeondary  $ehools, b A%

sndgvnent.
Sochool and doelety, 4G:41, Septenbor
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Meoislineg

Tho motivation of the cohool ohild fo porforn the touse
of the schonl sbd to eonfosn to tho necossary ropuintions fo a
prodlen in which parents are vitelly intorestsd. Parleyl foung
that disciplise and bohavior of éﬁﬁixﬁ rankod gimth in intorent
for parents out of %kiréﬁaﬂ ‘henmt, A COnsmon gosthont YWy the
pogonts g to the offect that Siecipling is gotting Yoe lax In
the sobools, and that childron showdd leasn oore retpoot for
anthoritye

Soyfert anys: “They {tho poavendts) are, hovover, SonG.
what dispagced to favey tho uvee of otricter Gisciplinar) PYocoe
furen, 30 Ho buses this gbtatement osn the fant thoet 5O pew
oent of the parents anawer reg to tho gnestien, "Shonld sehosl
mPoros etrioter Aiseipiinget® Binoty-throo pey cont of the
parbnis in apsreriog tho writor's oooplionnairo ngroo thol
habito of dicoipline ond ocbedionoe to suthority should beo well
ienyned fn the school.

Eorento contagtod in this investigntion avro agweod thai
Ginciplinnyy procodures sro novosoary but a8 to the wotinds
ond npoant thore is less agyeopent. Only 44 por cont of tho

potrong agrooc with the stotonent thoat & toncher sbould nover

©Belmont Morcer Foriey, What £0 Tell the People About
the lublic ?ﬁ Bools, Wew York; Bureau of Publications, TERORaT S
oilege, Bolombia University, 1929, p. 16

Wogrren . soyfers, gp.EEEW pe 402
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£84l o punieck » oRild foyr ony infraction of dlecipline, while
20 par gent Gisogroed, ond &6 per cont were doubtfuls Twontye
goven pey econt agroe that they vonld go out of tholr wey to
Praise o teachor for Leoping n ¢hild under etriet dieeipline,
et 80 por cont vould bo likely 4o blamo s toschor for phyeie
gally puniohing their childs (no porent odds $o the queotlione
neire the stabopent:
Ho far en pundohing o ohild phyofonlly io conoorned,

i think the pavents of tho ohild should be given o change

to gtate what they thini is right, o0 2oow pavrenty de nol

ot ol} phpsdhalliy poniech thely ohildrony ond % may make

tho ¢hild & problen Lor the joachor and porent.
Thin gann sontiment in oxpreopod in o diffcrent way by otbor
pazonte which in ponorsd aoyesg with Dort snd Cornells

Inronts are shout geaaily 8ivided on the vuestion of

whothey or nob andor any cirousstavces phyplical puniobe

nent or a@aiﬁiﬁg'xm o satisfactory corroetive for pupdld

misbohovior,+d
Physical punicbuent in the school ig dofinitely boconing une
populeay with the parent a»d yet, "Cuite o nunbsr of citinone
axprasced thoir bellef that the pohoole shobpld discipline
pores" Thie beltef was oxprosged by the losding cltisons in
vorbein Mehigan sotmmnitios In » porvoy confucted by Cortor.i8
ihat do the povonto wish to wee a8 disciplinary messures?
oot 1o a roint on which thore is no unapinity of ovinion
efither among the poronts or cdusatuort. Poavents sunzost fiat.

Bory.s poppuasion, rewsrde, and prolse an podaidle altornatives

LlPond Re Vowt uwnd Fo G Cornoll, 4 Poll of Suront Cpine
ion, Hational Porenteioschor, D4:87.00, Cotobop 1909

187, ¥, Corter, Gitisenn Bvslusto Thelr Sohovle, Sahool
gnd tosioty, 47:710.03 | B
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gapooially if thoy are alep used in the homwe. Sovorsl paronis
say that ao dlsciplinory problems bogin in the howe, they
ghonld go dook to tho hope For thoir final solution,

Grodes anf Pasoing

Lot of the talk of poools oonneotald with she prblie
pehool as stedonts or toachows centers sound grades and poosing.
In the gohosls used in thia invesbtigation the studont fo otill
markod in towms of norcantoge grades and theso geadop oo gupe
possd 0 be sniforn enough $o be uned on ¥ranserdpts from one
aohool to &ho othar, It night been bo snid that grados are
the $ﬁ3%~w%&£um-¢§ oxahange %ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ% gehoclo, for geldon is o
pokaol) aokod to ocond a rocord thobt it sends avythiog othow
than grades. Ta aﬁ&”%a the confusion noe two school pooplo
pgyoes as to tho oseel reaning of gesdos, nor do any two schoolis,
ar ovon any tue teochors in the pome aohool, kave the Dong oye
otorn of awerfing pradec. It in iitcle wonder thon that tho
wrorage porent io sonevhat confused oy what prodon muon or how
maoh depenfance oan boe put upon them, fovertholoss paronto
ool that grades ore the most reliable moans of Indging their
childa's scoomplichment in tho ochools Dighty-two par cont
think thet tho grodes that the ohild pakos in the school s
the best indication of what he 1o doing. 48 o meures of g,

farontion ahout the child paronts aore well epgread so o tho
worth of grades, bot other factors mmbke then powowbat doubiful.
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fnly 35 per cent of the patroms beliove that the ability
t0 make high grades ig ong of the mogt useful things to tho
ehild in later 1ife, snd 14 per cont bellsve that high grafes
in his classes is one of the thinge that the child sheuld get
in schools Parents sre pawﬁ&aulaxiy’apygﬁ@& to pasging a child
when 1t is undesocrved and resent very rmoh the idea of averyone
passing. Only 4 per cent of the parents iaa% thoy would be
likely to blame s teacher for falling their child, and 14 per
gent would be likely to go out of tholr way to praise g teachor
for giving their child a failing grade if ho deservdd it. 0O
the other hand %0 poer cent feel like thoy would blame s teacher .
for giving their c¢hild a passing grade if it were undosorved,
Binaty-four per cent of the parents dimsgree with tho states
mont that the ohild shovld be passed sach year regardless of
what he hes done in the sehool, yet only 58 per cent mark false
the statement, "Foiling to pass & ohild in school or not allows
ing him to graduate may 4o him untold damage in later life.”
Seventy-oight per cent ﬁe@i that grades make more d¥fforence
in the long run than graduation, in answer to the statoment,
"Grades make little differencs in the long run. The main thing
i whether the c¢hild mansges to graodusbe.”, yot 26 per cent
mark trneg and 24 per cent are undecided about the statemont,
"Graduation should take place in high sSchool when & student
hag earned sixteon coredits, regerdless of the subjects he tnkes

or the grades he makes in the eourses,”
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-

Beventy-three per cent of the parents believe that grades
should never indicate & comparison botween the pupils and the
other members of his class, but should only indicate to the
parent as to whether the ohlld’s progress is satisfactery in
his works Fifty-five per cent say they would be glad for
their ohild to take 4 course in the sohool in which he was
interested but for which he recsived no credit. Both of those
indicate that the parent i2 not so far from the béat adueantion
al the@ry 88 ig popularly sepposed.

Hort and Cornell find;

In the matter of marking and promoting ohildren, neigher
parents nor teachers feol roady to de away complstely with
uniform gtandards of atialnment. MHost parents and teachers
bolieve that children should repeat work when tests reveal
that they have pot attainod mestory of minimum essentials
in thoir work.L?

However Beyfortléd f£inds that 72 per cent of his parents bo-
lieve that pupile should be promoted i1f they work conseione
tiously, which disagrees with the writer's Findings. The oxe
planation vrobably lles in the fact that in the previous
gquestion Seyfor¥ had nsked, "Is ability grouping depirabloes™

end over 70 por cont of the parents answered, "Yes." Naturally
with ability grouping tho conseientious pupils could be promoted
with 1ittle rogard to their actual accomplishment in terms of

the average of the whole group.

139&1’11 R. Hort and B, Ga Cornell, 8p. cit., s 30
I4ynrren C. Soyfert, gp. cits, P+ 421
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In goneral paronts are rothor consorvative with rogard
to grodee and paseing beonuso thoy foul that those ave theiy
best nothols of 0?&@H&$§ﬁg‘ﬁﬁa‘§ﬁﬁﬁémﬁﬁ of tho offcet of tho
sehool upon their child, The vhole pioture sooms te ba ono
of conineion in the wind of the peront with the scheol wveorle
doing vory 1little %o cloar avay the fog whick purrounds the
qu-Btion of grodos ond paseing. Grodet nre to the paront
ahot the styow is to tho drowning many and the poropis wonld
acoapt just ap gratefully some foxm of life praserver in the
way of bottor types of evaluntion,

Sokoul«=Oompuni sy Relntionships

IGonily she sobool should be suech an intogral part of
the commnity that 1t would bo 4ifficult to deav a shorp die
viding line botween tho twoe Hovever, eclvestors too often do
not toke tho coseunity inte their csonfidonce whon working ond
n pohool progran. The school poople ghould bo the loadors but
thoy should caryy the pudblic aleovng with thom. Ao Todd ogye:

Ip the ond $hst oohool man opd wonon aseune the londoyw
aiip in public cdueation, 1% bobooves overy individunl in
evory position iz owery loeslity so to  tudy the education
problens undeopr hio gharge that be eon yendewy setive londore
ohip. Daving Gono do, 1t is within hio prevogstive, ang
it ig hin duty, to advise the community of the irue oitne
ation o it io, a9 1t chould be, and op to wmgg may Lo
pogesonry Lo roalise that ebich 1o deeixable. ™

18043 4am Hall Todd, Ubat Citicens Lngwu Abont Zhoir
Schovls, New York: Burosn of ‘ubiicntions, [eachers Colitge,
Coinnbia University, 1987, Ds O
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I¥ is not enough te merely "advise” the community as to what
it should do, but the community must be given an sotual part
in the doing or it will loss interest in the wholo undertaking.
Butley sums up this idea in those words:

In other worde, we must be oareful af the 111 sffects
¢f the tendency which has mmnifested itself soe strongly
now for & generation $o troat the achool, ifs ocrganis
zation, and its work se 2o remoto and so highly organised
and g0 specific as o be beyond thoe resch and understands
ing ond cooperation of &+ « « m,é « the lay cloment of the
community--parents and others.d

The community is interested in the school and would like to
take an asctive part in its plaoning and orgenisstion but
toachors and administrators go blithely on their way, insue
lated £rom the public by their trick phraseclogy and pet
slogans which are almost as meaningless to them as to the
gonoral public. Ivins makes the discovory that:

Paronts say, "A part of our difficulty is the rosult
of teacher made courscs of stuly." Parents think the
gphool administretion should receive more su§§eaeions
from parents when revising courses of study.

Some eduncators ses in the publis an insidious force
which is seoking to ponitrol the schoocls for various reasons,
Beale, writing in Harpers s fow yeors ago, says:

The creation of a better social order requires crificsal
snalysie, great falth, irtensc laboer and trained ivtellie
genca. Qur schools arc indisponssble in the cultivation
of these aqualities, The crestion of such an order alse inw
volves chango. This would nocossarily disturd powerful

elemants which benefit from the old order., It is these
eiements that control the scheols, and they have always

| 160icholae Murray Butler, The Schools and the Community,
Teachors College Record, 37:579, April 1936

17%ester 8. Ivins, op. git., p. 194
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opposad chango. Thoy soek $o uve the sohoals to “dovolep
chapnotor®, to inatill "respoct for jam and ordex”, ta e
meze Ygood oftipens®, and to teach "Batriotism”, but, when ¢
punlysod, these torms all mean t6 the Intorempted groups
wnguantioned aceaptange of thinge ap they ares ¥an who
gontixol tha aohoola objent to %aaﬁﬁar&vgha stiuinte
thonght and arante oritioal attivndes.t

T Aofinivg the “forcos that contyol the sohoels” the some
writey agedn soya:

Toho forces that control tho cohools and sgal o prevent
tholy pavtiocipation in ntiompts to solve vital ourrent
problons are partly osutolde presouro gronps, partly olos
ments of the sohool ayston, ﬁaﬁ{ggxﬁxy‘aﬁﬁﬁﬁa&iwﬂ foroes
within the odugators tThenmoolvos.s

Such attitudon oo the above expropses weuld heve the affect of
meking sohool poople susplolons of overy nttenyt on tho part

of thoe public ot cosporation with the fohoole, dnt fortupatoly
noithar pavents aop tosobors ogret with this attitude. Yort

ond Gornell®0 found vhat BC per coot of the perents and 98 por.
aont of the teachers bolieve that auy oduecationsd syeton should
gaok to improve socioty, ond Bagley and Eyte im tholr Oslifernin
Gupricnlor Study found:

Thore 1o elrong ovidonoe that some of the subjoets that
e boon loglelated dnte the surriouiunn through the proge
gure of minerity ovgaunisations vonld have mot o 4lfforont
fate had thoy bodn submittod to o popular roforendum.

Thoro io olony avidouge that the people as o vhole are nod

in sympothy with boying thoe publio scheol used for proe
pLoendiat pPuREPONCOL™

18y, 2. Bonle, Povees Thet Control the Soheole, larpers
\Ane, 169 1608-25

191m3a., ps 804
S0Paul Ry Mot and Ps G Co¥moll, op. gil., Do 28
Bluiitian G Dagloy and Seorge O, Lybe, The California

ol cmay

Curzigulem Stedy, Jorkeloy, Californis: Univorsity o CaLls
Porndn Printing office, 1DE06, p.i80
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In the present study tho writer found that 8E por cent
of the parents believe that the parent shonld never think of
the Bchool from the shandpoint of nis particular child, dut
from the standpoint of tho good of the community a8 a wholo.
Seventy~oight per cent belleve that everyone should be required,
to contribute ogually, sccording to his sbility, to the upkeep
of the school, regardless of how many children he has in the
schools Both of these indicate that the parents’ attitude
toward the school is8 that the school exists for the improve-
ment of the whole community and net for the selfish purposes
of & fow. Porty-four per cent of the parents believe that "s
large proportion of the school's time should be takon up with
things which leasd to comtmunity bettarmant!“ This would not
ﬁeem.te bo @ m&%aw&ty'unlaaé the fact is taken into account
that sbout 26 per sont wors doubtful, and 38 per cont thamgh%
the statement false. In a democracy it is probadble that more g
Fara@ta should beliove in an education as a means for improve-~

ment of the whole community.

Sumpaxy

Parents beliove that the toacher is5 the most important
part of the mchool systom, and that she should =8t the gxamplg
for the ¢hildren 4f the school. The personality of the tese
cher plays & very important part in the thinking of the parents,

Parents want more discipline in the schools, but they are not
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in favor of physicsl punishment as a form of discipline. Grades
are looked vpon by paronts a8 the best indication of what their
child is doing in the schaol, yet thoy are confused by the
groding and poessing gystems that exist in the schools today.
The parents arc vitally interested in the school and might play
a very important snd helpful part in the schools if they were

givon more part in the varisvus phasses of school lifo,



CHAPTER IV
Parental Attitudes Toward The School

The materinl on which the discussion in this chapter
is based consiste of notes on over fifty aystematic inter-
viows witﬁ\parentag many individusl digoussions over s porigd
of three years; comments, both oral and written, of paronts
on the questiomnaire; and further interprotation of some of
the answers to the gquestiomnaire which were not discussed in
the previous chapters. Opinions from the literature are
included whenever they shed further light on the goneral
attitudes of parents, or substantiate or disagree with the
writor's impressionss The topies to be discussed are the
sources of the parents' opinions, the parcnts' attitudes
toward tolerance, attitudes toward esthetic values of the
school, and sttitudes toward the cost of education.

With many kinds of data, there are always as many
conclusions drawn from the data, as there are people making
the interpretation. The precoding two chapters have analyzed
the results of a guestionnaive designed to bring out some of
the opinions of parents on the curricoulmm and the adminise
tration of the publle schosls. In the colleetion of these
fata the writer talked to mambers of parents about matters
relating to the material in the guostionnaire, and about
many other phases of schosl life which were not covercd by

the parents.
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Sourge of Parents’ Opinions

¥o one oan be very cortain a8 to exactly how he arrivaes
gt any given spinion., The nature of an opirion procludes any
cortainty as to oxactly bow tho holder arrived at his state
of mind, Jn opinion Is not fact but it is nevertholess wvery
important as a motivating force in @ social world. Acocording
to Lowell:

Although an opinion ig 8 view that can be rationally
held, all opinions are not acquired dby a process of
reaaaning« Evaryone sccepts many of his 1deas, not on
grounds of their rational probability but because he
received them from others, porhaps in early infoney.
Probably evoryone holds in this way %ha vagt majority
of what hoe takes to be his aspinions,

Some of the factors that enter into the makihg of an opindon
are fairly well lmown., These factors are attenzian;'amatiexﬁ
biss, prejudice, and intorest; bul the various possibilities

of the combination ¢f these factors to make or change any
particular opinion are almost unlimiteds Thus it is impossible
to prediot opinions from & given group oven under tho same con-
ditions.

The sources of parent opinions about the school are

difficult to trace, Their interest in their own child focuses

their attention on the school and so thoy form many tpinions

1.3%0% Lowrence Lowell, Public Opinion in War and
Penco, Cambridgo: Harvard Univorsify ProSs, 1926, De 14s
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an all sohool nattore, but oxactly vwhat olopments in any @i@ﬂn
asohogl situstion give most wéight to thely formation of
opinion are @iffienit to separates In all probabilidty the
puoacss of the GB113 in the sghocl hon oueh to do with the
formation offparent opinion. Fifity-nix por cont of the pare
onts say that n parent should lonyn from his own ohild about
what is going on in thoe schools Yot omly 26 por coent of the
parents think that vhat thody ohild folls them sbout ble work
in the scheol 1o the beot indisation of whot thot ohild is
doing in the sohools. Tho disoropancy probably lies in the
parents' knowlodge that ebildren only toll tho things that
areste o faverablo improsocion upon the fathors nnd potbhore.
Thore 1o also o wide Gifforones in the amount of confidonece
that paronto place in thoiyr obildren.

Tonshers ofton hove the atiitude that parents ore ane
toponistio to tho scheol boonuss bthoy believe the things thag
thedr ohildron toll thom sbeut tho schosls No normal ohild
sees thinge in the same light as an adult snd bo golore whab
ho oo nnd boars with his own imogination. Iaturally whot
he takes to the poyont 16 oftentimes distorted hub not always
gonnoiously so. Pout paronts ave oosentially falr in thoir
intorprotetion of what the ¢hild tolls them and this antoge
oniem hos §te foundntion ofton v fhe cariioy agmwrianﬁéa bobh
of the peront ond of Lhe toachoys Tho book, "Farents' Cuope
tione®, hap this o sayy



46

There is, to begin with the 4iffienlity of overcouing
the nloofncos, oven suwepicion, with which eneh {the
sohool and the bowe) has %raﬁitiau&izyizagaw&aﬁ the
cthers To pome oxtont this s colored by the poronte’
gn childhood oxpoarioncos with tomoborss--romots o
friondly, foared or loved, pumpoeoted or trusbed. Poronts
are, indood, consalons of the mond for oversoming thelr
own early prejudiges im thie rospoot, and se wniversael
iz tho ohsngo In thely aftitodes that toldoy oven the
troditionsl foke sbout teachgra os childbooll's natural
onpmies are olmost obeolote.”

The neymel parent's 11%0 45 contersd around tho onildzen in
the bome end ovopn though they stterpt to bo fair in tholr
ottitudeo towerd the sobool, this bocomes of timos very 8i€fi
eults The paronts® fairposs of mind i evidoncoed by the faot
bhat 8D per cont think thol the parent shonld nover think of
the school from the standpoint of hie portionlor ohild, but
fron the standpoint of the good of thoe communlity as o wholes
The oontimons confiiet in the minde of the parents bhotveon
that vhiek they think thoy showld do for the good of the
aoeial ordoey, and the noode »f the provent moment for thoiy
own ohild, orostes o genfanion of opinton that is ofton miae
unfloretecds Gruonborg otates the pitvation tThus:

Although parents gensrally have eomo %0 sccopl the
sobool 62 4 mattor of courpe, they have not come to think
of it in terme of ocomwon or commpity objoetives, Just
an the toaoher ie often concerned with the puplilis only in
rolation to thoir day~byedny work and conduet, or to the
agoonplishmonts plansed Loy tho prooont ey, the poront

ia froquently concerncd with the tshool's Lmmodiato cone
fribution fo hio own ohild. That fs to ooy, puronts in

B8idonto Matsnor Ovusnberg, and others, Parents!
fueptione, How York: Hovpor and Srothors, 1036, Fe Si0
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‘general are not yobt sufficiently clear as to what theyes
as members of the community, a8 toaxpayers, as citizensew
want of the school, HNet many parents porhaps, look wpon
the scheol as merely a convenient pwkinguplaca for the
¢hildrens But amasing numbers still do look wpon the
school 88 a convenient and inexpensive deviee for bringe-
ing their childron advantages for their prospective
struggles in life. There is 8till to be found a wide,
if not deep, undercurrent of feeling from the days when
school in § wos a privilege for the fow, to be avidly
graspeds

Thorefore the effect of any school poliey upon the thinking ,
and atbitoedos aﬁ‘y%%@ﬁke connot be forecast, nor is it yeﬁaihi&V’
to tell why or how pér@mt epinions are formeds. Tho only
availsble data points Yo the faet that the pupils thomselves
are o major facter in the building up of parent opinions.

‘V/ Parley, in a siudy of yaven%s aa@ugin%anaqﬁ with school affairs,
made the following statement: '

Thie evidence points to the effectiveness of pupils as
publicity sgents. The longer puplls are in attendance at
school the more thoroughly are theiy parents aequainted
with sochool affairs. The data sugpest more emphasis on
the interpretation of ecducntion to pupils with tho use of
the mediums omployed for that purpose « « « « It is likelyd
that the high~school principal who is building o program
of publicity csn pluce more confidence in the efforts made
through pupils as intermsdiariss and through direct con-
tacts with the public then in those made through the
press.d

The sources of parent opinlens are somewhat obscure,

but this very obscurity should make the school people realisze

that every dotail of public school 1ifs should be carefully

3 Ihid., pes 217,

4Bolmont Farley, Intorpreting the Sogondary School te
the Public, United States Bureau o Eﬁucaﬁian Bﬂlletin, etin, 1952,
Fo. 17, Fonograph Nos, 16, pe 101,
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watchod ag 0 its possible redeption by the general public.
‘Polorance

There is probebly no one who im completely tolerant of
beliefs and opiniows which aiffer from his own, and on the
other hand no one is complotely intolerants Parents are just
1ike otheor people in their prejudicos except that they have
suoh an~1ntqgﬁ3t in their ¢hilfren that one or two fdmpleasant
experiences %iﬁh the toachors or with the school are likely
to bo generalized %o include many other things. The wriﬁeri
interviewed & mother who thought that the sohool was mis-
treating & whole neighborhood of maybe a dozen homese VWhen
asked for partioulsrs the mother finally admitted that the
only oese that she know of mistreatment was that of her son.
Such & dbrosd generslization from a special cogse and the con-
sequent prejudice may bo exceptionsl, however, in over fifty
interviews with parents, the writer found numerous casos of
unfounded prejudice which arose in much the some manner. oOne
mothar bitterly denounced s teaphor's morality beecause she had
foiled o daunghtor for a single semester. A school board
member eontinued for several yoars to vebe against the ré-
oloation of a tescher because that teacher had given his son,
who usually got high grades, s failing grade for one month,.
In fow cases is the real reason for intolersnce evident even

to the parent. The unpleasantness attendant upen the ohild's
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failure has been transferred to the teacher or to the aahmel;
It i8 not & matter of reascning but of ametimm; and may happen
to the best oducated as well as o the ignaraut;

Only 86 per cent of the parents think that a child
should get o tolerant attitude in school toward other natione
alitics, religione, partios, or ldeas which differ from his
ownas This indicates that parents do not in general consider
tolerance much of a virtues Tho same impression is gleaned
from talke with the parents. The writer slways brought into
nie in%arvﬁﬁws the negro question iﬁ the South, Catholicism,
tho Republican Party, and the theoory of biological evelution,
In almost av@ry gage the parent showed distinet prejudice with
rogord to at least threo out of the four, Parents do not want
their ehilﬁren t0 be tolerant enough to disagrec with any of
the tenets which are fomily traditions. As te¢ the relative
rank of the varilous pxﬂﬁﬁ&iﬁaﬁ.xsiigiem ranks £irst, with raée_
peié&iaa& party, ond ideas in thet order. ZExtreme parontsl
intolerance makes it dangerous for religion to be taught in
the schools, and theo selentists have boen discouraged in the
tonching of many blologionl theories for several decades.
Tuttlo says: |

- Tha sohools havé inereasingly dealt with the findings
of scientific Yesearch. - The confliet between education
O EresCoven though mob In abensivhe ome with The. Abbi-r.

tude of tolorance which is supposed to asccompany culture .
48 that of respeet for the religious views of every group.
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How far shsll education disseminate faols or offer intors
protations whieh are in confliot with the heliefs of '
these groups?
Rsoial or religious intelerance among the parents is not an
insupersble 8ifficulty, but it should be recognized and allow-p. .
ange made where gonflicots in the school are likely to occur,
The child is usually more tolerant of different ideas and
peoples than his paronts. It i the school's Job to work
through tho cbild to the parent,

Egthetie Attitudes

The attitude of parents toward beauty in the physical
aspeets of the school is seldom gonsiderod of importance, yet
a8 Grismell says:

In every comminity the school buildings thomselves are
expressions of educational idesls and program. In their
physieal aspocts they may be taken to reprosont the attis
tude of n gommunity toward oducation. « &« ¢ HMean school
buildings breed moan attitudes toward the sehool and the
virtues i% represents; boautiful and adequate huilfl%ngs
breod loyalties and wholesome pride in achievements

The looks of the physieal plant must plasy an important paxt

in the formation of attitudes by the patrons of the school,

It reflects also those attitudes thot have been slready duilt
nps Parents think a great deal abont the beauty of the schoole. .

and fwequently identify the sehool with themselves. Anything

Sgarcla S. Tuttle, A Socisl Basis of Education, Hew York:
Thomas Ye Crowell Company, 1984, De B38s —

63, Brle Grinnell, Intorpreting the Public Schéols, New
York: MeGrawsHill Book Company, 1937, p. 319+ ‘ '
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that io done to besutify the echool usually meots with the
wholobearted spproval of the parents. In the writer's inter
viows 3% wug rathey cheoring to :ma “ wﬁn?a .m;&“i%w& in
squalid eurroundinge talking abont what they would 1ike
%0 see In the way of sohool gqﬁﬁmmma; ’%hﬁ quention was asked,
"§hat chenges Would you 1i%e o 890 ;ads 1 the school build~
jnge and grownds®" Aimost mw:mw the ‘answor was that thoy:
wonld 1ike to ses them made w@@rvimngg&f Suggoetions a8 to
painting, closning, and landscaplog were wppermoct in mony
poxent windes Soveral 'xmzémm éeas:;a fthet even 1f thelr ohildyen
gould not £ind beanty at home %héy would like %o seo thom bave
it at dohools Patrons of the oohool ave more comcorned shout
the external leoks of tho buildings, bub thods paresto who
had vieited the Sehool always commonted upen the looke of
the individual olassyoons. Parentd have o tendsney to idontify
the appestancs of the m;t;né& “wi%ﬁ; m&w am émmsgm& with
that of the eonmnitys |

Payonis want wmy ix: ms aetxw:l hﬂ% fox mammxwa
sod foxr their ohildren and ave w&l&mg ta hﬁw the mwm
officligle got :&ﬁ :ﬁmmﬁ i@g@ﬁzmﬁ;@m epond much of theiy
time and wm&gw Mm‘&mymag ma;é: gohool even though thoy some
times pet little encouragement £¥om tho teachers and principele.

Behool Cont

i) aﬁéﬁw to the gquestion, " Aré ochools worth what they

coste", payents gave the answer thot they are usually worth
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mores Only twe parents out of more than Pifty intorviewed,
thought the teanchers were gotting paid encughs Parents hove
the feeling that money spont on the schools is well speont.
Seyfert sske the guestion, "Are school posts excessives"?
and found that only 19 por cent answercd in the affirmative.
Boards of eoducation spometimes seom to be penurious but it is
doubtful if the majority of parents resent the cosi of edu-
dation. One parent made the statement, "I am a poor man and
this is not a wealthy community, but we can afford to pay
more for the schools than we do. It 15 only by giving a beiter
education to our children that we will improve the wealth of -
our community.®m Beventy~eight por cont of the parents think
that everyone éhauid be required %o contribute equally, ace
cording to his ability, to the upkeep of the school, regardless
of how many children he has in the schools This shows that
most parents beliove that the sehool iz worth much to the
community at large as well ae to the individuasl child.

The parents want the sohool to show something tonerote
for the money spentes TFrom the questiomnaire most parents
bolieve that the school should £it the child to esarn a living
in some menner, but the old; rather intangible, argument of
the actual cash velue of an elementary, high schoel, or col~

lege education, based upon the esrning power of those whe

 Twarren €, Seyfeort, What the Public Thinks of Its
Schools, School Review, 48:431, Jume 1940,
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bove finished is 8411l uppermost in the minds of nmany parenis.
This argument, bosed on the average eoarnings, ie fallacious
because it faile to take into amccount a1l the causes, yot it

seoms to have been well impressed upon moest of the parents,

Parent opinlionsg are, like other opinions, tenupus things,
but theoy sre vitally isportant to the schoolss It is dme
posgible te tell what are tho onusos of opinionsg, but one of
the contributing factors is how the ohild gets along in school.
The parent géts mamy of his school impressions from his child,
therefore sehools should wateh carefully the attitudes and
opinions of the ehildren. Intolsrance in the parent msy be
modified by the school*s influence on the s¢hilds Parents want
beguty in the school and are willing to¢ help the school
suthorities make the school n nore attractive place in whieh
to live. Parents are willing to spend monsy for the schools,

but they wonld like to gee gome tongible returns.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study was to get the attitudes
toward the schools of parents in certsin sections of the
eountyy as oxprossed by the opinions in answer t0 8 quoSe
tionnaire. Personal intorviows were used to cover points
not specifically covered in the guestiommaire and to
supplement it. Thoese oxpressed opinions wore &nterpreted
by the writer and compared with apimieﬁs found in other f
gtudiss, The attitudes of the parents have been diacuaaed:;
toward the following: the subject matter, the lesrning ?
progess, school purpose, extraw-curriocunlar sctivities, the
teacher, discipline, grades and passing, schoglecommunity
relationships, sources of opinions, tolerance, ssthetles,

and school cost.

The Bubject Matter

Parents are strong believers in mathematics and Iatin
as “mental training” and ss diseiplinary subjects, yet thoy
with to see more vacauiénal subjests in the schools. Most
parents would like to aém their ohild able to earm a living
when he finishes high g;hoal, and st the same time bhsve

acqouired a strong cultiral background.
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The Iearning Procoss

Parents belieove that learning ehould require much
offort, and thot the oh1ld should learn to do bis wen think
ing. To many parents the lenrning process is g typo of
disciplinary measure, yot the parent believes that the cone
tont of what the ohild learns is what counts. MNost parents
believe that younger children oan be tanght better than

oldar ones.

School Purpese

Paronts think thatAane‘af the major functions of the
school is tha duilding of charaeter and "moral fiber”, Ane
other pu¥pose is the £iiting of the child $o earn a living
or to bo prepared Ho live in the sdult world.

Extra-Currionlar Aetivitios

Parents are very well sgreed that almest all types
of netivities which go on in the sohool cutside of the rog-
ular ¢lasg poricd are worth while, %hey are not particularly
interested in the results of interscholastic competition, but
are vory mnok interested in athleties in general. Dramstios
appeal to mest of the parents o8 & means of teaching the

child to express himgelf.

The Toachex

Poroents bolieve that the teacher shounld possess all of
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those virtues that theoy would like for their ¢hild to have
when that child is growm. Parente expsct the tescher to
bo an ﬂmamvae for the ehildron she teaches, The majority
of parents have o great deal of faith in the teacher, and
are very well satisfied with theo public school persemmal.

Discipline

Parente believe that schools should be radbherstriet
in matters of discipline, but a8 to the moethode of enforoing
this discipline they sre oonsiderably at variances Few
parents beliove 1n_aarpsxmi,puni§hmﬁnt as a diseiplinery
measure, but suggost various slternatives.

Marks and Passing

Parents think that marks sre the best oriterion for
detormining what thelr child is doing in the school, High
marks or failure are not nearly as important to the parent
as the reasong therefor. Undeserved pasging iz an anathrms
to almest all parente, but failuros seem to wWorry them dbut
little, Poronts are in favor of discarding the iden of
comparing pupile achiovement with one mnother, and replacing

it with a statoment of the child's progress.

Sohool~Community Relationghips

Mosy parents believe the echool should play a very
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¥ital part In the community life, btut less than half of the
pavente think that conmmnity affatvs should take o very
large part of the puPil's tine. The majority of the parents
agroe that everyome should holp pay for the sshools, ond
thot the pavent should think of the sohool in ite relstione
ghiy to the conmunitys

ouros of Opintens

Boureos of pavent opinions are very 4ifficult o trace.
The majority of parsnte form the tulk of their opiniuns from
theix children's roaction to the sohool, bul there 18 & cone
© fimuons conflict in the mind of the parent betwoon what he
thinks he should 8o for his particular c¢hild and betwoon what
he thinks he ought %o 8o Lor the good of the community,s

folevance

Parente relive their own lives in thove of thelr childe
Ton. They froguently winh theilr children o bo thalr pros
totypes in svery way even %0 their prejudicens So those
prejudices which should b ontmoded are handed down fron
father $0 sons Thue prejudice with rognrd %o religion, raoe,
politienl party, or ifens may meke frouble botwoon the toacher
and tho paxents

Botheties

Farents appreciate the inclunion in the school eystem
of v atmogphore that 1o enthetionlly ploasings Some weng
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more in the ooheol than the obild finde ot bome, while thove
that bhavo o ploosing bomo envirenmont wish that envirovmont
sontinmed in the sphoods Deauty of physiesd plani, dross,
-aﬁ&ﬁﬁx&% aubjoots, and piﬂgmiag<p&m&a&a&iﬁiaw are woloomod
by the parant.

Hohool Qont

Porents ays willing Yo pay the vante of cduontion if

they can soe thet 1t 40 nodessoyry. Vory fow patprons object

to tha coota thet aye attondrmt apon the construction or op-
grafion of the school plent, and moot perénts think that
boachors Should be poid were. Host perents sre bellovere in
the cooh value of on séneation for thoetyr children,

Implications of $ho

Study

IZ 4t 1o posnible te take aueh teénvous bhings ag abtile
tudoo ond opinions and drsw thevelron cortain implilosntions,
the following are sugpgested:

1, If ¢he prinsipsl, superintondent, or toaohor going
into o achool community for the Pives time, 1o %o
gain the fuil confifonce of that conpunity, ho
smet know what the perents Sthinks In ovder e
knuw vhat the prronte think he nust have somo ROOWw
icdge of the goneral waye in which perent thinking
difTfevs fron that of clveatorss Such has boon the
goneral purposs of thic studys Thon tho oducahox
muet £ind out from hig particular commpunity the
astitudes and opinions on which to dass fature
gonducts Vo may hkoow g1l the bost facte and
theordes of ofueation, ut 4f those foote and
theorios oro polb insorporated inte the thinking
of the school patrony, 1ittle shat ie pormsnently
congtruetive will be socomplisheds Opinions ave
not vory roal o others, but they avre extromaly
yeal to the holdor, Thevefore, a mostlonnairg
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of & type suited to o particulayr sommunity, end
asking for opinione $rom ag rapresentative a
group & 1o possible, shopld give the bepinning
sohool mon an idea of how his ocommumity foels
abont the probloms of the schools

If the school in thinking of making some rathey
radiond chengoe 1% wonld be sensible to £ind out
what the opinion of the community 18 in vopard
o the ohangese Thie would be helpful both frem
getting the oommumity to gooporate, and aleo for
finding out if the chenges are going to bo age
oopted by the community aftor boing made,

i oxoninetion of community opinden fo vitally
nogesiary in oxdor that the schools moy be ine
tarprated to the acmmunity. Inbterpretation
prosupposes lmowlisdps of what the community
alrsady thinks, asd in ordor to be successfuld
miat not T counter to long standing morof.

The ohildron in the schoel a¥e o vital link in
the commections betwoen the ashool and the
paront, Nore attontion phonld be paid to the
opinions of the childrens In this scientifie
age the otrede io upon Tocts, @nd opinlons are
heuvily discomnted, bot in dseling with the
publis,opinions probably count more henvily
than factse School ohild opinfons abkonld be
earefully watchad ap oo index of what parents
gre thinking,

Parents are much moye sympathetic toward ths
changing gchool progyam than they ave usually
given crodit for being., There ave alweys a few
pooplo in any eomomunity who make 1% o point to
1st the achool people Znow what they think, but
this emall group doeo not always refleot the
ottitnGs of the majority of the gﬁ@yzm m
testing sentiment the oduoator should bo rather
sareful to got the consensus of the opinione

of ell, The quosticnuasirve mothod of Sempling
spinions gives a clegror pioture of vommunity
thinking than o few isolotod cosos,

Stote logisistures and state dopartmonts of edus-
gntion would do will Yo have & better goneral
ldea of parent opinions on what thay went in the
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way ¢f oducation for thelr children. Progrons

in odecntion, whether financial or sesdomie,
ﬁi&ak&g rosty with the poveplis. I legisladluros
know what the pavonts wantad for thoir children.
they would be more sympathetic towsrd school
gxpondituron, Hok knowing, thoy plsy esfn and
approprinte os 1ittle ponoy as poseible for
sehools, Stato dopavtnmonta atfempt 10 educate
the parents toword what thoy think thsy ohouvld
daliovn, with too 1ittle yomard for the alvoady
eotebliohod porental attitudes, As 8 Conogguenss
they wondey why they encounter so muoh resistance,

7+ Bluonbors ds woll ©o poy Iitile attontion to gode
sip, ond sbould considor themsolves the leaders
of tho comsunity In natters rolating to sducation.
Howevey, tho true loador alweyrs should know what
thane who follow wunt, =nd boave on ability to
jadge the doolrability of thase wantss If the
wantys ave fobirgble, The lender shonld Lind menns
of attaining tbom, while 1f they are undoairveble
from the stendpeint of the long time good of
sooiety, be shovid be able to substitute for thom
thoge that ore moro {deniradble. Zondorsiily cons
sista in plonniog o nmoone of sttalning o goal, as
wll ns Judcing the desirability of thst gonle
The leanger lintons te the veioy of the groud, ine
terproty whot ko hoars indo cokeront fovm, jJudgoe
ite dosirebility, thon translates volige into action,
If gduentors ayo leaders they should kEnow vhat the
eommanity wante before nelting out to pudting theiw
idenm into concreote forms Any othey courss is
dictatorohin.

I, a8 Dowey soye:

A socioty is s pumber of pooplo held togoether beoaune
thoy ore working along coomon zinag, in s commson apirit,
and with reference to common slmes

the parsnte play o very important part in the soeiety of

todays In order to have cornmon aims the parénts apd tho

.

&Jéhﬂ Tewoy, Tha Sohool and Soeciety, Chicapgo: Univeraity
of Ghiengo Prose, 1916, p, 11 Le |
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sduontors must oach know what tho otheys thinks The solool
reaple are making tremonfous strides o inteyproting tho
schoolg te the publie, bul littlo progrose im being made
in interproting the public to the oduweators, IF this otudy
hae contributed its smoll part to o bobtor wndoretanding
of the public by the echodlo 1% will have cocomplished ite
parposes It 46 only by the parents and tho schood working
togutheoy, with 8 oommon undoystonding ocnd a cozmow purpose,
that sduontion will zise to ba n ¢onmandivg force in a
troublod worid,
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QUESTIORUAIRE USED BY "RITER

Doy Parente:

The following questions and statements are to find out
from fthe patrens of the sohool their thought in relation to
the school., Father and mother will please £111 out separate
blanke., Flease oxpress your opinion frecly as there will be
no means of Enowing who £1lled out & blanks If you have any
furthor comments to meke about the public schools please make
them on the bagk of this biapk or on o separate shool of paper.

Arg you the father or the mother?
{ I neither, please state your )
relation to the child.)

Yhat is your native state?

How long have you lived in this state? _ yosrs,

Yhat is your occupation?

How muny school children are in your home?_  boys, girls. .

In what grades ero your childrentT 1 ' & 8 T 4 VB TG V7Y
Picase put the pnumber of children' * ' 7t ! f
in sguare under the proper grade,' ! o ' 1 ¢ '
ecollege or business school, N fi@ :fﬁ'? £ Thol hus)

1 ¥ ¥ 1

¢ L) 1

Vthich of the following do you think would be the best indi.
gatiaﬁ of what your chilé is doing in school? Cheeck the two
est, ‘

1+ that the principal thinks of your child

2, “hat the teschors think of your child

3. Uhat his clacsmates think of your chilid

4, The grades that your child mekes in the scheol

5, What your ehild tells you about hkis work in school

Vhich of the following do you think will de most usoeful to
your child in later 1ife? -Check Iwos

1, The ability to make friends easily

Ze ‘The ability to eoxcel in games or athletices

3. The ability to make high grades

4, The ability to control other peoopla

5+ The ability to be happy under any conditiouns
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tHhich of the follovwing oshonld be the purpese of tho achool?

Chook tho
s
e
e
G
Ga

For whiob
& tanchor?
1.

e

For which

Yo 21t your ehdlid to ourn o living _

To apable pour ohiléd to find o bighey rlace i
soagioty o

gg enable pour ohild to meue botter uoe of loleanre
To make yonr ohild a bhopploy indivifuald

%ﬁﬁ@ﬁuﬁiﬁ youyr ¢hild to uvoe bettor judgment in
Life

of the following tould you bo wove Tikoly to dlone

Cheok L¥as

Civing your ohild s paveing prafe if it vore une
doporvoed , _

Cronting in the ¢hild a dlarespoel for your
jubgront ,

Giving your ohild ¢ foeiling grade

Phypionily punishing yoor ohild

Ealing thivge eagy for pour child

of the following woull you bo more likely to go out

of your way %o praics a boschor? Obook L¥os

de

?évi&g jour ehild o failing grade if ho Qesarvod

?ggegimg/%he eniid to cave for hie health and
GaLAtE «

Waking it cagy for your child fo lesyn and rans n
subjoot

Eaoping the ohild undor stvied disoinline |
Giving to the chilsd » 1iking for tho subloot ang
the nohool

Fhich of the following should o child get in sehool? Cheok

DRV RaA ‘
s
b
B
G

fia

f you hod

Hiph grades in ke clocoos

4 habit of stlcking to o thing antil ho has Cinishoed

it .
A pteitude of bdoing able to Soc both pides of o
guastion

A high dopren of skill irn such thinow ae toresritine

ox wondumorking
4 tolerant altituds townrd othor nationalition, zeo-
ligiong, partiou, or idoom whioh &iffor from his own

youy choice, which of the following would ou rathor

Bo6 3&%§ ehil4 beoome whon he is grown? Choek twn.

2.

Ve

& moneyod poroon in his commnity

& highly officiont peorson in his line of work

A porson po absorbed in bhip line of worxk thnt ho
would bmve no time for other thingy
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‘4 A porson who had doveloped ouch s mature ability to

uso sound judgment that he wonld be at home in any
situation ‘

~ﬁ$ A so0ial loader %n his compunity

Which of the following statements &o you think are true and
which are f£alse? Tf you sgroe with the stntement put a ring
around the T before it. If you disagrec put a ring around the

Fa

T

PE-)

If you are doubtful put & ring sround the 7.

? ¥ A teacher should never ¥all to punish s child for any

5

infraction of discipline.

Bchool is & placo for choss work and i not a place
fdp such things as plays, gamos snd outside activities.

4 paront should loarn from his own ¢hild about what is
going on in the schosl.

It is bow the child learns that counts. Hhat he loarns
makos 1ittle or no differonco.

Habits of diseipline and obedience to authority should
bo well lenrned in the school.

Hany of the ohild's failures in school are due to the
child's dislike of the teacher.

The child should be passed eaoh year, rogardless of the
gnount of work he kas done or what he has learned.

The child iﬂarmimg to do his own thinking is of grest-
er imporitance tham facts or learning to do things.

Tralts of character such a8 honssty, cooperation, d4ili-
gones and politoness should be developoed in the school,

If the cbild has a good time in the school it shows
that he is not deing anything worth while.

Failing to pass a child in school or not allowing him
to graduate mey do him unteld donsge in later life.

If a child caonot get a job when he finishes schoel,
he probably should nsver bhave attended school.

Grados make 1ittle difference in the long run., The
main thing is whether the child managos to graduate.
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Fuch of vhat my ohiid lenrns in tho schosl doponds
upon whotber the tooohoexr likes oy 8isliken my child,

Tha poreont obould never think of the echool fron the
standpoint of bio perticRlar child, but frow the
standpoint of tho good of the comsunity as o wholo.

Evaryono éﬁauxé be roguired to contribute oguaslly
souording to bhis ability, %0 the upkeop of the school
vogardlovs of how maly chillren bhe hag In the sohools

4 largo proporiion of tuo schoolts tice should be tnlion
un with hings which Iond ho coupunity hettevmant,

Payonte should tale a proster intorest in tholy chile
dran in the olanentary schosl than in high vchool.

I would de glad fer my child to tale s sourne in the
sotool in vhich he wng interemlted, but for whieh ho
rooaived no oredit.

Gradustion should toke place ivn high school when &
gtulont tas oaynoed oixtoon erodits regardless of the
pubiecie or grados he makos in the covkoos.

Patheontios ond solonce ghould not be reaovired subjogts
in high sobool becduso they ars too harés.

At loast throeo unite of nothenatics should be reouired
by ovory high ochool for prodastion.

Only those portiong of mathamatics should bo tought
shat the ohild 1 foirly cortaln to uso In loter life.

Eathermatics le fing rmontal brainipng and therofore
ghould have o promineont plage in the biph school
whethoyr tho obdlf wil) have any usa for 1% or not.

Iatin 48 o Gead lenguage ond shonld not be taught in
tho public achoold a2 S$he ohild will novey wog it,.

Athloties should ploy o prominent part in the schoeol
1ife of avery ohill.

Behool playn furnich o valuabde way to train the child
to oxproes hineolf hofore the publice.

Groados should never indieste a cum&araaan‘%ﬂQWQen_ﬁhﬁ
pupii and the othor membore of his claps but shonld
only indicate fo the parent ss to whother the child’s
proagross is oatiafnetory in hin work.
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? ¥ Ly cbild's progress inm the sohool dopends uvpon thy
teachor moyae than tho subjeot oy iyns of echool arabon.

¢ ¥ Toachors thonld alvays otlck olotely to the subjeot
that they are tosobing and shonld nevor &inoune any
thing elsn.

2 P 4 toschor ghould fool povifeetly freo %o tosch my ohild
anything that ko nedds to Inow ragardiless of the sube
wgaa@ that that ﬁe&g&aw bappong o hm@g*

We hope that your covoilorabion of thone guentions may
have lod Jou to think more shout the probleme of odoe
aation in trying to noke of your child o more unssful
cnd bappler oititen of ony countiyys Tloane add any
gommonts thet owy have oscourred to you wiile poing over
thopo poges.

Lo thank yots
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