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ABSTRACT

In The Silent Revolution (1977) and Culture Shift in Advanced Industrial 
Democracies (19901 Ronald Inglehart compiles, analyzes and presents voluminous survey 
data about political attitudes in the publics of the industrialized West. The data he uses 
come from every major advanced industrial democracy, especially Europe and the U.S., 
and spans eighteen years. Inglehart paints a picture of Western societies undergoing 
gradual, incremental, but sweeping change in their cultural values. He argues this 
change is inter-generational. Older generations retain values acquired during their 
formative years, but successive generations are socialized, and form their values, under 
changed conditions, and so have d ifferent values. To account for this change Inglehart 
argues that the historically unparalleled prosperity of the postwar industrial West and 
rise o f  the welfare state have instilled a sense of material security in each progressively 
wealthier and more secure generation. He may be correct in his assertion of a sweeping, 
intergenerational sh ift in values but his asserted causal mechanism for this shift must 
be rejected. First, it is derived from, and relies on, Abraham Maslow’s theories about 
need hierarchies, which are not simply untested or unproven, but have no connection  
with anything similar to a scientific epistemology, do not make a legitimate effort at 
empirical verification, and are filled  with bizarre, unfounded assertions which  
immoderately flatter those who think like Maslow and insult those who think otherwise. 
Second, available data, including his own, do not support his suggested economic causal 
mechanism, but suggest rather that socializing factors like education and religious 
affil ia tion  are highly influential in determining the values he documents. Third, when 
forced to accept that exposure to the university social milieu is a powerful cause of  
Postmaterialism, he chooses to regard it as a second, unrelated cause of the values in 
question, fa il ing  to apply Occam’s razor and needlessly making his theory less 
parsimonious. Fourth, Inglehart’s categorization o f  the changing nature of western 
partisan polarization as Materialist versus Postmaterialist is incoherent because the 
Conservative-Materialist pole is concerned not with d ifferent, material issues but the 
same lifestyle issues as the liberal-Postmaterialists. The second through fourth problems 
all f low  from an attachment to Maslow’s image of the world, and cease to be problems 
i f  all of Maslow’s influence is excised from Inglehart’s work.

v
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

In  hi s  m a n y  w o r k s  R o n a l d  I n g l e h a r t  c o m p i l e s  a n d  p r e s e n t s  v o l u m i n o u s  d a t a  

a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c s  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  West .  I n g l e h a r t  p a i n t s  a 

p i c t u r e  o f  We s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  u n d e r g o i n g  g r a d u a l  a n d  i n c r e m e n t a l ,  b u t  s w e e p i n g  

i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  c h a n g e  in t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  va l ues .  T o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s  c h a n g e  

I n g l e h a r t  a r g u e s  t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  in t h e  p o s t w a r  i n d u s t r i a l  West  ha s  

i n s t i l l e d  a s ens e  o f  m a t e r i a l  s e c u r i t y  in e a c h  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  w e a l t h i e r  a n d  m o r e  s e c u r e  

g e n e r a t i o n ,  so t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n  e m p h a s i z e  d i f f e r e n t ,  less m a t e r i a l  v a l u e s  t h a n  in 

t h e  pas t ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s oc i a l  m i l i e u  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s e s  ac t s  as a c o m p l e m e n t a r y  

i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t  as  p r o s p e r i t y .  Whi l e  a s w e e p i n g ,  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  

s h i f t  i n  v a l u e s  m a y  be o c c u r r i n g ,  h i s  a s s e r t i o n  o f  t wo  c a u s a l  m e c h a n i s m s ;  e c o n o m i c  

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  s oc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  is u n t e n a b l e .  I f  o n e  r e j e c t s  I n g l e h a r t ’s e c o n o m i c  

e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  v a l u e  c h a n g e ,  c a s t i n g  e m p h a s i s  i n s t e a d  u p o n  soc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  in 

g e n e r a l ,  a n d  e x p o s u r e  to t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  soc i a l  m i l i e u  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  n u m e r o u s  l og i ca l  

a n d  e m p i r i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s w o r k  a r e  e l i m i n a t e d .

B o t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r k  a p p r o a c h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

f r o m  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h i s  s choo l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  wa s  p r o m o t e d  by 

R o y  M a c r i d i s  in t h e  1950’s a n d  is a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  s u c h  as G a b r i e l  A l m o n d ,  

S i d n e y  V e r b a  a n d  S a m u e l  H u n t i n g t o n ,  a m o n g  o t he r s .  It  ho l ds  t h a t  to i n c r e a s e  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  i t  is u s e f u l  to a p p r o x i m a t e  an  e x p e r i m e n t a l  m e t h o d o l o g y  

b y  u s i n g  t h e  v a r y i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  as a n  a n a l o g  f o r  

e x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d  c o n t r o l  g r o u p s .  T h e  schoo l  e m p h a s i z e s  o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g  t h e  s a l i e n t  

c o n c e p t s  i n  o r d e r  to be c l e a r  a b o u t  w h a t  is b e i n g  e x a m i n e d ,  to a i d  in e x a m i n i n g  t h e  

s a m e  i s sue  i n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  to m a k e  i t  p os s i b l e  f o r  r e s u l t s  to be 

r e p r o d u c i b l e ,  a n d  t e s t a b l e  by o t he r s .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  q u a n t i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  as
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e c o n o m i c  d a t a ,  d e m o g r a p h i c  d a t a  a n d  s u r v e y  d a t a  a r e  p o p u l a r  w i t h  a d h e r e n t s  o f  t h i s  

s c h o o l  o f  s t u d y .

T h e  goa l  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  s chool  is to w o r k  t o w a r d s  a n  e v e r  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  set  

o f  t h e o r i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v i o r .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r k  p u r s u e s  t h a t  goa l  by  

c r i t i c a l l y  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  b e h i n d  R o n a l d  I n g l e h a r t ’s t h e o r y  o f  v a l u e  

f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r e  s h i f t ,  a n d  a t t e m p t i n g  to t es t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  t h e o r y .  F i r s t ,  t h e  

t h e o r y  wi l l  be  b r i e f l y  o u t l i n e d  a n d  s i m i l a r ,  c o r r o b o r a t i n g  p a r a l l e l  v i e w p o i n t s  

p r e s e n t e d .  T h e n  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  I n g l e h a r t ’s c e n t r a l  t h e s e s  a n d  t he  w o r k  o f  

A b r a h a m  M a s l o w  wi l l  be e x p l o r e d ,  a n d  t he  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  M a s l o w  e x a m i n e d .  N e x t ,  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s i n g  w i t h i n  I n g l e h a r t ’s w o r k  as a r e s u l t  o f  M a s l o w ’s i n f l u e n c e  wi l l  be 

d i s c u s s e d ,  h i s  d a t a  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v i d e n c e  wi l l  be e x a m i n e d .  T h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  

v a r i o u s  c r i t i q u e s  o f  I n g l e h a r t  wi l l  a l so  be d i s c u s s e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s mos t  

r e c e n t  p u b l i s h e d  r e s p o n s e  to hi s  c r i t i cs .



S E C T I O N  A 

I
Inglehart’s Theory

Wh a t  d oes  I n g l e h a r t  s ay?  I n g l e h a r t ’s n u m e r o u s  b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  o v e r  t he  

l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  p r o m o t e  a n d  a t t e m p t  to t es t  a n d  m e a s u r e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  hi s  

t h e o r y  o f  c u l t u r e  s h i f t .  A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  t h e o r y ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  

w h i c h  I n g l e h a r t  d e s c r i b e s  as  "Ma t e r i a l i s t " ,  a r e  g i v i n g  w a y  to w h a t  he  d e s c r i b e s  as 

" P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t "  v a l u e s  a n d  c u l t u r e  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  5). M a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  m a t e r i a l  we l l -  b e i n g  a n d  s e c u r i t y ,  w h i l e  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  w h a t  I n g l e h a r t  a s s e r t s  a r e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i ssues.

T h e  tool s  I n g l e h a r t  uses  to a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  is M a t e r i a l i s t ,  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t ,  o r  M i x e d ,  a r e  a f o u r  a n d  a t w e l v e  q u e s t i o n  b a t t e r y  i n c l u d e d  in t he  

E u r o - B a r o m e t e r  s u r v e y s  a n d  in s o me  o t h e r  s u r v e y s  in t h e  U.S.  a n d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  

s i n c e  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s ev e n t i e s .  T h e  f o u r  q u e s t i o n  b a t t e r y  a s k s  r e s p o n d e n t s  to say  

w h i c h  t h e y  r e g a r d  as mos t ,  a n d  t h e n  s e c o n d  mos t ,  i m p o r t a n t ;  "(a) m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  in 

t h e  n a t i o n ;  (b) g i v e  p e o p l e  m o r e  s ay  in t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ;  (c) f i g h t  

r i s i n g  pr i ces :  (d)  p r o t e c t  f r e e d o m  o f  s peech"  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  74).  T h e  t w e l v e  

q u e s t i o n  b a t t e r y  has  s i m i l a r  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f o u r  q u e s t i o n  b a t t e r y .  On  

t h e  f o u r - q u e s t i o n  b a t t e r y ,  t hos e  w h o  e m p h a s i z e  o r d e r  a n d  p r i c e s  a r e  M a t e r i a l i s t ,  

w h i l e  t h o s e  w h o  e m p h a s i z e  f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h  a n d  g i v i n g  p e o p l e  a s ay  a r e  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  29).

I n g l e h a r t  t a k e s  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s ,  d i v i d e s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n t o  t w o  pol es  a n d  t wo  

m i x e d  s e c t i o n s  a n d ,  a g g r e g a t i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  al l  t he  c o u n t r i e s  e x a m i n e d ,  f i n d s  

t w o  b r o a d  t r e n d s .  F i r s t ,  a p o l a r  t e n d e n c y  a r o u n d  t h e  M a t e r i a l i s t - P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  

d i m e n s i o n  h e  h y p o t h e s i z e s :  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  " P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t "  or  

" Ma t e r i a l i s t "  r e s p o n s e s  t h a n  a r a n d o m  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w o u l d  p r o d u c e  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  

136).  T h i s  t e n d e n c y  ho l d s  t r u e  f o r  t he  less f r e q u e n t  t w e l v e  q u e s t i o n  b a t t e r y  a n d
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t h e r e  is a h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a l u e  s cores  in b o t h  b a t t e r i e s ,  in cases  w h e r e  

b o t h  w e r e  a s k e d .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  to M a t e r i a l i s t s  

h a s  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t h e  l as t  s ev e r a l  o f  d e c ad es .  E a c h  age  g r o u p  or  c o h o r t  

t e n d s  to r e t a i n  s i m i l a r  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  r e s p o n s e s  to t he  b a t t e r y ,  b u t  e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e l y  

y o u n g e r  c o h o r t  is m o r e  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  one.  T h e  e f f e c t  is no t  d u e  

t o  l i f e c y c l e  c h a n g e s  i n  v a l u e s ,  b e c a u s e ,  in p a r t ,  age  cohorts  do  n o t  c h a n g e  m u c h  a f t e r  

c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d i c  i m p a c t  o f  i n f l a t i o n .  Y o u n g e r  c o h o r t s  do  n o t  b e c o m e  

m o r e  M a t e r i a l i s t i c  as  t h e y  age.  A t  t he  p r e s e n t  r a t e  o f  s h i f t ,  I n g l e h a r t  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  

b y  t h e  y e a r  2000,  t h e  o n c e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  M a t e r i a l i s t s  o v e r  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  wi l l  h a v e  d w i n d l e d  to a h a i r  t h i n  m a j o r i t y ,  a n d  p r e s u m a b l y ,  i f  

c u l t u r e  s h i f t  c o n t i n u e s  u n c h a n g e d ,  t h e  n e w  m i l l e n n i u m  wi l l  q u i c k l y  a t t a i n  a 

m a j o r i t y  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s .

I n g l e h a r t  l i n k s  t h e  s h i f t i n g  v a l u e s  p h e n o m e n o n  to a v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l

t r e n d s .  As  I n g l e h a r t  p u t s  it:

( t ) he  r i se  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  is o n l y  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  a st i l l  b r o a d e r  p r oc e s s  o f  
c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e  t h a t  is r e s h a p i n g  t he  p o l i t i c a l  o u t l o o k ,  r e l i g i o u s  
o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  g e n d e r  roles ,  a n d  s e x u a l  mo r e s  o f  a d v a n c e d  i n d u s t r i a l  soc i e t y .
T h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  to a c o m m o n  c o n c e r n ;  t h e  n ee d  f o r  a s ense  o f  
s e c u r i t y ,  w h i c h  r e l i g i o n  a n d  a b s o l u t e  c u l t u r a l  n o r m s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
p r o v i d e d  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  177).

H e  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  p o s t w a r  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  t h e  r i se o f  t he  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  

a  s ens e  o f  s e c u r i t y .  I n d i v i d u a l s  f a c i n g  u n c e r t a i n t y  a n d  d a n g e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  

t h e i r  f o r m a t i v e  yea r s ,  t e n d  to n e e d  r i g i d ,  i n v i o l a b l e  ru l es ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  w h o  f ee l  

s e c u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  f o r m a t i v e  y ea r s ,  a r e  m o r e  a b l e  to t o l e r a t e  d i v e r s i t y .  As 

to w h y  s p e c i f i c  t r a d i t i o n a l  mo r e s  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n s  w o u l d  d i s a p p e a r ,  I n g l e h a r t  says  

i n c r e a s e d  s e c u r i t y  m a k e s  t h e  n o r m s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s  u n n e c e s s a r y .  T h e y  

n o  l o n g e r  s e r v e  a f u n c t i o n a l  p u r p o s e ,  so t h e r e  is a t  l eas t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  

f a d i n g .  T h e n  he  a r g u e s  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e j e c t  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s  o u t  o f  a n e e d
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f o r  " c o g n i t i v e  c o n s i s t e n c y "  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  179),  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a s t o r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  

in t h e  O l d  T e s t a m e n t ,  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  in t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  p r o v i d e  no 

m e a n i n g f u l  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  p o s t i n d u s t r i a l  age.

Whi l e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  or  a c c u r a c y  o f  I n g l e h a r t ’s t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  r e m a i n s

to be  seen ,  h e  p r e s e n t s  v o l u m i n o u s  s u r v e y  d a t a ,  w h i c h ,  by  r e v e a l i n g  s i m i l a r  a n d

c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n s  in c o u n t r y  a f t e r  c o u n t r y ,  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  he  ca l l s

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  ex i s t s  a n d  is s t r o n g l y  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  v i e w s  a n d

v a l u e s  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s u r v e y e d .  T h e s e  o t h e r  p h e n o m e n a  f l e s h  o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l

r e l e v a n c e  o f  I n g l e h a r t ’s n o t i o n  o f  p o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  a n d  s h o w  a s i m i l a r i t y  to t h e

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h i c h  M a s l o w  a t t r i b u t e d  to " s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g "  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a t  t h e  t op

o f  t h e  n e e d  h i e r a r c h y .  Whi l e  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is no t  p e r f e c t ,  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  t e n d  to

be  m o r e  t o l e r a n t  a n d  l i b e r a l  on soc i a l  i ssues .  I n g l e h a r t  tel l s  us t h a t ,  u n l i k e  a t t i t u d e s

t o w a r d  p u b l i c  po l i cy ,  w h i c h  do  no t  c o r r e l a t e  s t r o n g l y :

Q u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  a d h e r e  to or  r e j e c t  t r a d i t i o n a l  J u d a e o -  
C h r i s t i a n  n o r m s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  b e l i e f  in G o d ,  to a c c e p t a n c e  o f  d i v o r c e ,  
a b o r t i o n ,  o r  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  182).

T o  t e s t  t h i s ,  I n g l e h a r t  c o n d u c t s  a p r i n c i p l e  c o m p o n e n t  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  r e s p o n s e s  to

s u r v e y  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  to r e l i g i o u s  be l i e f s .  T h i s  is a s t a t i s t i c a l  m e a s u r e  o f  h o w

s t r o n g l y  s e v e r a l  i t e ms  c o r r e l a t e s  t o g e t h e r  as a g r o u p .  Hi s  r e s u l t s  s u p p o r t  h i s  a s s e r t i o n

( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  183).

I n g l e h a r t ’s d a t a  s h o w  t h a t  44% o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  r a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

r e l i g i o n  as l ow,  b u t  o n l y  23% o f  M a t e r i a l i s t s  do  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  186). I n g l e h a r t  f i n d s  

s i m i l a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f o r  v i e ws  on a b o r t i o n ,  d i v o r c e ,  e x t r a m a r i t a l  a f f a i r s ,  

p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a n d  e u t h a n a s i a ,  w h i c h  a r e  all  i m p u t e d  to r e f l e c t  t h e  sp l i t  

o v e r  J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n  or  c h u r c h  r e l a t e d  va l ues .

T h o s e  I n g l e h a r t  l abe l s  " P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s "  a r e  a l so f a r  m o r e  l i k e l y  to be 

i n v o l v e d  w i t h  n o n - e c o n o m i c  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t s  s u c h  as t he  G r e e n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s
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i n E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m o v e m e n t  in t h e  U.S. ,  a n d  a n t i - n u c l e a r  m o v e m e n t s  

on  b o t h  c o n t i n e n t s .  B e i n g  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  does  n o t  m a k e  o ne  G r e e n ,  a n d  mos t  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  n o t  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  an  ec o l o g i c a l  p a r t y ,  b u t  a m o n g  G r e e n s ,  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  o u t n u m b e r  M a t e r i a l i s t s  by m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  to o n e  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  

383).

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  a l so  m o r e  l i k e l y  to b e c o m e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s :

(b) y  1970 P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  h a d  a t t a i n e d  n u m e r i c a l  p a r i t y  w i t h  M a t e r i a l i s t  
o n l y  a m o n g  t h e  p o s t w a r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e y  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
a m o n g  t h e  m o r e  a f f l u e n t  s t r a t a  o f  t h i s  age  g r o u p .  A m o n g  u n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d e n t s ,  t h e y  h e a v i l y  o u t n u m b e r e d  t he  M a t e r i a l i s t s  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  76).

I t  is i n  t h e  c r u c i b l e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  M a t e r i a l i s t s  a n d

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  r e a l l y  b r o u g h t  to t h e  fore:

T h e  s t u d e n t s  l i v e d  in a d i s t i n c t  mi l i e u ,  t h e y  h a d  h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t w o r k s  w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  b u t  w e r e  l a r g e l y  i s o l a t ed  
f r o m  t h e i r  n o n - s t u d e n t  peers .  T h e  p r i o r i t i e s  p r e v a i l i n g  in t h i s  m i l i e u  w e r e  
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t hos e  s h a p i n g  t h e  s o c i e t y  as a w h o l e  
( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  76-77) .

T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  m i l i e u  is a m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  to h i g h l y  p o l a r i z e d ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  p o s i t i o n s  in a p a r t i c u l a r  s u b s e t  o f  t he  p o p u l a t i o n .  I n g l e h a r t  b r i e f l y

a d d r e s s e s  a n d  r e j e c t s  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  soc i a l  mi l i e u  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  no t

f o r m a t i v e  s e c u r i t y ,  p r o d u c e s  t h e  v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e s  he is i n t e r e s t e d  in:

T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  a m i l i e u  c a n  p l a y  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in t h e  e v o l u t i o n  
a n d  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  a g i v e n  set  o f  va l ues .  I n d e e d ,  H a b e r m a s . . .  a r g u e s  t h a t  
t h e  r i se  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  is no t  d u e  to t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m a t i v e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  u n i t s ,  b u t  to e x p o s u r e  to t h e  s p e c i f i c  
w o r l d  v i e w s  i n c u l c a t e d  by d i s t i n c t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  ne t works . . . .  B u t  t h i s  
e x p l a n a t i o n  s ee ms  to c o m p l e m e n t ,  n o t  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r ,  t h e  o n e  p r o p o s e d  her e .
I t  h e l p s  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  v a l u e s  in a g i v e n  m i l i e u ,  b u t  p r o v i d e s  no 
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  w h y  g i v e n  g e n e r a t i o n  u n i t s  w e r e  d i s p o s e d  to a c c e p t  g i v e n  
v a l u e s  in t h e  f i r s t  p l ace ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  r e j e c t e d  t h e m  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  77).

T h u s  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w o u l d  be a c a t a l y z i n g  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  f o r c e  to t hos e  a l r e a d y

i n c l i n e d  by  c h i l d h o o d  e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  t o w a r d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m .  I n g l e h a r t  r e j ec t s

t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  is t he  s o u r c e  o f  t he  v a l u e s  in q u e s t i o n  a n d  a s s e r t s  i n s t e a d

t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  is, by  i r r e l e v a n t  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  a n  a c c e l e r a t i n g  f a c t o r  f o r  e c o n o m i c



ca u s es  o f  va l ues .

A n o t h e r  r e l a t e d  b u t  d i s t i n c t  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  c o n c e r n  to I n g l e h a r t ,  w h i c h  he 

ca l l s  " c o g n i t i v e  m o b i l i z a t i o n " ,  is a l so c lose ly  t i ed  to t he  u n i v e r s i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

C o g n i t i v e  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  d e f i n e d  as "( t )he i n c r e a s i n g l y  w i d e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  t he  

ski l l s  n e c e s s a r y  to cope  w i t h  a n  e x t e n s i v e  po l i t i c a l  c o m m u n i t y "  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  297)  

is a g r o w i n g  t e n d e n c y  o f  a wel l  e d u c a t e d  s ubs e t  o f  t he  p o p u l a t i o n  to be wel l  

i n f o r m e d  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  d i s cus s  po l i t i c s  o f t e n  a n d  s t r i v e  fo r ,  a n d  be l i eve  t h e m s e l v e s  to 

h a v e ,  a h i g h  level  o f  p o l i t i ca l  i mp ac t .  I n d i v i d u a l  a w a r e n e s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a n d  i ssues  is v a l u e d ,  a n d  t he  "mo b i l i z ed "  i n d i v i d u a l s  d e s i r e  to h a v e  an  a c t u a l  i m p a c t  

on  p o l i c y  f o r m u l a t i o n ,  a n d  not  j u s t  on t h e  c h o i c e  o f  p e r s o n n e l  w h o  m a k e  pol i cy  

( I n g l e h a r t  1977,  293;  1990,  360).  I n g l e h a r t  l i nks  t h i s  p h e n o m e n o n  a n d  

p o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  to b o t h  t he  p r o t e s t  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t he  1960’s a n d  c h a n g i n g  p a t t e r n s  

o c c u r r i n g  in p a r t i s a n  vo t i ng .  R e g a r d i n g  t he  a n t i - w a r  p r o t e s t  m o v e m e n t ,  I n g l e h a r t  

s h o w s  t h a t  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  mo r e  l i ke l y  to e n g a g e  in p r o t e s t  a c t i v i t y .  

T h e y  a r e  al so m o r e  l i ke l y  to g i ve  s u r v e y  r e s ponse s  i n d i c a t i n g  c o g n i t i v e  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  

a n d  t h e  c o g n i t i v e l y  m o b i l i z e d  a r e  al so,  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  m o r e  l i ke l y  to be i n v o l v e d  in 

u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  f r o m  p ro t es t s  to boycot t s .  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  wh o  a r e  

a l so c o g n i t i v e l y  m o b i l i z e d  a r e  yet  m o r e  p r o n e  to s uch  a c t i v i s m.

In t h e  f o r t i e s  a n d  f i f t i e s ,  t he  best  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  vote  we r e  s u b j e c t i v e  social  

c l ass  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n .  In t he  o l des t  age  g r o u p s  in hi s  s u r v e y s ,  w h i c h  he cal l s  

"cohor t s" ,  t h e y  r e m a i n  the  bes t  p r e d i c t o r s ,  b u t  in t he  e n s u i n g  d e c a d e s ,  c l ass  bas ed  

v o t i n g  ha s  d e c l i n e d ,  as w o r k e r s  h a v e  s w i t c h e d  to t he  r i g h t  on t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  

i ssues ,  a n d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  w h o  d i d  s u p p o r t  t he  r i g h t  s w i t c h e d  on t h e  s a m e  social  

i s sues  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  260).  I n g l e h a r t ’s m o r e  r e c e n t  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p a r t i e s  o f  t he  

r i g h t  ge t  less s u p p o r t  f r o m  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  t h a n  Ma t e r i a l i s t s  a n d  p a r t i e s  o f  t he  l e f t  

ge t  less f r o m  M a t e r i a l i s t s  t h a n  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s ,  a n d  thi s  t e n d e n c y  i n c r e a s e s  s t r o n g l y
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w i t h  c o g n i t i v e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  375-6) .

As  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i m p a c t  o f  t hi s ,  I n g l e h a r t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  U.S.  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  c a n  be a t t r i b u t e d  to 

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s .  I n g l e h a r t  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  1968 n o m i n a t i o n  o f  E u g e n e  

M c C a r t h y  to t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p r e s i d e n t i a l  t i c k e t  to t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t ,  

a n t i - w a r ,  l e f t  l e a n i n g ,  h i g h  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  co l l ege  s t u d e n t  ac t i v i s t s .  H e  says  

t h i s  g r o u p  c a m e  to d o m i n a t e  p a r t y  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  c a p t u r e d  t h e  p a r t y  a t  t h i s  t i me ,  

c o n t i n u i n g  to h o l d  i t  t o d a y  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  262).  In t h e  1960’s c o g n i t i v e l y  m o b i l i z e d  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  w e r e  " c o n c e n t r a t e d  in s t u d e n t  ghe t t o s "  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  

West  b u t  t o d a y ,  d e s p i t e  b e i n g  a s m a l l e r  g r o u p  t h a n  M a t e r i a l i s t s ,  t h e y  d o m i n a t e  

a m o n g  el i t es .  T h e y  o u t n u m b e r  M a t e r i a l i s t s  in t op  m a n a g e m e n t  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  c i v i l  

s e r v i c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g  t h e  y o u n g e r  m a n a g e r s .  T o  a l esser  e x t e n t ,  t h e y  d o m i n a t e  

a m o n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  H e n c e  t h e i r  i m p a c t  is n o w  m u c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  in 

t h e  1 9 6 0 ’s ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  318).  In o c c u p a t i o n s  s u c h  as s e l f - e m p l o y e d  b u s i n e s s p e r s o n  

o r  m a n u a l  l a b o r e r ,  t h e i r  p r o p o r t i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d ,  b u t  is st i l l  m u c h  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t he  

n u m b e r  o f  M a t e r i a l i s t s  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  319).



II
Parallel Viewpoints

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  a n y  f l a w s  in I n g l e h a r t ’s w o r k ,  w h i c h  a r e  s e r i o u s  a n d  wi l l  be

d i s c u s s e d  in  s ec t i o n  I I I  b e l o w,  i t  is hi s  t h e o r y  abo ut  c u l t u r e  s h i f t ,  no t  t he  e x i s t e n c e  o f

s h i f t  t h a t  is i n  q u e s t i o n .  M a n y  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n s  on b o t h  s i des  o f  t he

c u l t u r a l  d i v i d e  c o n c u r  on t h e  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e s  o f  c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t a l  p o l a r i z a t i o n .

A a r o n  W i l d a v s k y ,  i n  a r e v i e w  essay,  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a r g u e s  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g

a b o u t  U.S.  s oc i e t y .  A b o u t  c h a n g i n g  p a r t i s a n  p o l a r i z a t i o n  in t h e  U.S. ,  he says:

F r o m  t h e  1930’s t h r o u g h  t h e  19 5 0 ’s a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  1960’s, t h e  m a i n  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  a n d  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t i e s  wa s  o v e r  t he  
s i ze  a n d  s cope  o f  t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e .  T h e r e  w e r e  no soc i a l  or  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
i ssues .  T h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  wa s  st i l l  t h e  p a r t y  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a n d  t he  
E q u a l  R i g h t s  Am e n d m e n t . . . .  N o w a d a y s  t h e  p a r t i e s  a r e  d i v i d e d  a l mo s t  
e n t i r e l y  o v e r  i s sues  o r g a n i z e d  a r o u n d  q u e s t i o n s  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  a t  l eas t  as 
i n t e r p r e t e d  by D e m o c r a t i c  a c t i v i s t s .  I n s t e a d  o f  d i f f e r i n g  o n l y  on one  
m a j o r  i s sue ,  t h e  p a r t i e s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s p l i t  on a w h o l e  ser ies :  l a r ge  
m a j o r i t i e s  o f  D e m o c r a t i c  a c t i v i s t s  n o t  o n l y  s u p p o r t  a l a r g e r  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  
b u t  a l so  r e d u c i n g  d e f e n s e  s p e n d i n g ,  s e e i n g  it  as  t a k i n g  f r o m  w e l f a r e ,  
s u p p o r t  r e l a t i v e l y  u n l i m i t e d  r i g h t s  to a b o r t i o n  w h i l e  d e p l o r i n g  p r a y e r  in 
s choo l s ,  d e s i r e  s t r o n g e r  a n d  m o r e  cos t l y  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s a f e t y  
r e g u l a t i o n s  b u t  o p p o s e  e f f o r t s  to r e g u l a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r .
R e p u b l i c a n  soc i a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  b e l i e v e  a n d  v o t e  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  ( W i l d a v s k y  1992,  230).

W i l d a v s k y ,  l i ke  I n g l e h a r t ,  sees t h e  p a r t i e s  p o l a r i z i n g  o v e r  t h e  s a m e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

r a t h e r  t h a n  c l ass  or  e t h n i c  c l ea v a g e .  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  g r o w i n g  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  c l e a v a g e  

i n  s o me  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r e n a s  a n d  n o t  o t h e r s ,  W i l d a v s k y  c o n c u r s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  w r i t e r ’s 

o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  is u n d e r s t u d i e d  " due  to t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it is l i b e r a l  

d e m o c r a t s  w h o  s e l f - s e l e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  p r o f e s s i o n "  ( W i l d a v s k y  

1992,  233).

T h i s  u n e v e n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v a l u e  o r i e n t a t i o n  h a s  f u e l e d  c o n t r o v e r s y  in t h e  

m e d i a .  N a t  H e n t o f f ,  c o l u m n i s t  f o r  t he  l e f t - l e a n i n g  V i l l a g e  Vo i ce ,  a r g u e d  in a 

W a s h i n g t o n  Pos t  e d i t o r i a l ,  d a t e d  12 J u l y  1992,  t h a t  m a n y  l aw s choo l s  s u f f e r  f r o m  

" p o l i t i c a l  c o r r e c t n e s s "  a n d  a r e  i n t o l e r a n t  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  n o n - l i b e r a l  p o s i t i o n s  in

10
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t h e  c l a s s r o o m.

H e n t o f f  is i n t e r e s t e d  o u t  o f  a c o n c e r n  f o r  f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  b u t  he  base s  his 

a r g u m e n t  u p o n  a n  a r t i c l e  by  S t e v e n  Bah l s ,  w h o  uses  s u r v e y  d a t a  to r a i s e  t h e  i ssue o f  

i n t o l e r a n c e  a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Ba h l s  h a s  t h r e e  poi n t s :  t h e r e  is an  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  l e f t -  

l e a n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c o r r e c t n e s s  i n  m a n y  l aw school s ;  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  l aw 

s c h o o l  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  l i b e r a l  d e m o c r a t s ,  a n d  so, o u t  o f  l i ne  w i t h  t h e  U.S.  p o p u l o u s ;  

l a s t l y ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  " p o l i t i c a l  c o r r e c t n e s s " ,  t h e  w a y  to f o s t e r  o p e n  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s sues  is to e s t a b l i s h  i d e o l o g i c a l  q u o t a s  to i n s u r e  t h a t  

s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r s  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  (Bah l s  1991,  1055).

T h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  o f  h i s  s u r v e y  is s e v e r e l y  f l a w e d  a n d  hi s  w o r k  h a s  o t h e r  v e r y  

s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s ' .  I t  is n o n e t h e l e s s  u s e f u l  he r e ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  its c o n t e n t ,  b u t  

b e c a u s e  o f  i ts e x i s t e n c e .  Bah l s  m a n a g e d  to r a i s e  in t he  p u b l i c  a r e n a  t h e  i ssue o f  t he  

v a l u e s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  o f  p r o f e s s o r s ,  g a i n i n g  s y m p a t h y  f r o m  b o t h  t h e  l e f t  a n d  t h e  r i gh t .  

Wh i l e  he  does  n o t  s h o w  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  c l a s s r o o m  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he w r o t e

The survey Bahls uses consisted of a mailing to a l l  student members of the American Bar Association.
This consisted at the time of 947 students. Of these, 449, or roughly 47%, responded. While th is  is p re t ty  

good fo r  a mailed survey, i t  is troublesome fo r  making so l id  conclusions. Of those who responded, a high (60%) 
proportion f e l t  that some professors are in to le ra n t  of d i f f e r in g  p o l i t i c a l  b e l ie fs ,  and nearly h a lf  of those 
said the in to lerance is frequent (Bahls 1991, 1045). The cruc ia l  methodological problem is the lack of
randomness or representativeness of the sample. Since there are many thousands of law school students, but only  
947 were in the ABA, i t  seems h igh ly  u n l ik e ly  that those 947 are representat ive .  A d d it io n a lly ,  there is no 
reason to b e lieve  that  the 47% who responded are l ik e  the 53% who did not; indeed, one would expect that those 
with an axe to grind would be considerably more l ik e ly  to respond. Leaving aside the methodological problems, 
only p a r t i a l l y  shown here, Mr. Bahls himself provides the most powerful argument against taking his conclusions 
seri ously:

Whether such a p rac t ice  ex is ts  is d i f f i c u l t  to v e r i fy ;  these practices might be more imagined than re a l .
Of course, whether these prac t ices  ex is t  in r e a l i t y  is less important than what students perce ive . An 
incorrect perception that a professor is in to le ra n t  is as c h i l l in g  as a correct perception. I t  may be 
easier  fo r  a t im id  student simply to echo a professor 's  analysis than to r isk  unwanted c r i t i c i s m . . . .  
Developing a sound dissenting argument takes time, s k i l l ,  and confidence. Some students may f ind  
asserting that professors w i l l  penalize  dissent easier than overcoming the r isk  associated with  
challenging a professor (Bahls 1991, 1048).

Since Mr. Bahls advocates solving the supposed problem by estab lish ing  ideologica l quotas fo r  professors, 
whether the p rac t ic e  r e a l ly  ex is ts  or not is important. Bahls gives some examples of student responses. Here 
is one, adm itted ly  chosen fo r  i t s  absurdity, but one which Bahls h ig h lig h ts  as an example of the problem:

[My school] is a bastion of " p o l i t ic a l  co rrec t itude"  enforced by a c o te r ie  of se l f-appo in ted  professors  
cow-towing to th is  fascism of the l e f t .  I f  one is white and male, the odds are that he w i l l  be attacked  
as r a c is t ,  s e x is t ,  homophobic (Bahls 1992, 1045)

Unless th is  gentleman goes to a very unusual school, most of his professors and most of his fe l low  students are 
white males. The image of such a group v ic io u s ly  a ttack ing  i t s e l f  on an ongoing basis is more comical than 
r e a l i s t i c .  I am not aware of any u n iv e rs ity  with se lf-appoin ted  professors. The student being used to 
demonstrate a problem with a u n iv e rs ity  is h igh ly  polemical, and is speaking from a h igh ly  recognizable and very  
s p e c i f ic  p o l i t i c a l  ideology. Other examples given by Bahls, but not presented as ty p ica l  or revea ling , f ind  
in to lerance in p rec ise ly  the opposite ideological d ire c t io n .
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t h i s  a r t i c l e  a n d  t h a t  o t h e r s  h a v e  p a i d  a t t e n t i o n  s ug g es t s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  p e r c e i v e  t h e r e  

to be  a l i b e r a l  t e n d e n c y  a m o n g  p r o f e s s o r s .  H e  r e g a r d s  t he  u n i v e r s i t i e s  as  an  

i m p o r t a n t  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  a n d  d e s i r e s  to r e c t i f y  w h a t  is to h i m  a t h r e a t e n i n g  

p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  l i b e r a l s  a m o n g  t h e  wel l  e d u c a t e d  t h r o u g h  i d e o l o g i c a l  s e l e c t i o n  o f  

p r o f e s s o r s .  J u s t  as I n g l e h a r t  f i n d s  i t  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  e n t e r  a c a d e m i a  

i n  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n u m b e r s ,  a n d  W i l d a v s k y  no t es  t h a t  l i b e r a l s  p r e d o m i n a t e  a m o n g  

p r o f e s s o r s ,  B a h l s  f i n d s  it  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a r e  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d .  T h u s  

h e  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  s cope  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o l a r i z a t i o n  t o d a y ,  in a m a n n e r  

t h a t  r e i n f o r c e s  I n g l e h a r t ’s d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t he  v a l u e  

s p h e r e s .

Jo  F r e e m a n ,  in an  a r t i c l e  in PS,  d i s cu s s e s  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1992,

a n d  r e a c h e s  c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  b o t h  t he  p a t t e r n  o f  c h a n g e  in v a l u e s  a n d  o f  t h e

r e l e v a n c e  o f  c u l t u r e  to p o l i t i c s  t h a t  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e  as t h o s e  o f  I n g l e h a r t ,

w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  to h i s  wo r k .  C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  o f  p a r t i s a n

p o l a r i z a t i o n  she  says:

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  an  e l i t e  r e a l i g n m e n t  has  t a k e n  p l a c e  w i t h i n  
a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t i e s .  N e w  p l a y e r s  we r e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  p a r t i e s ’ coa l i t i ons . . .  w i t h  o p p o s i n g  a g e n d a s .  E a c h  s u c c e e d e d  in 
c a p t u r i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  t hos e  p o l i cy  a r e n a s  t h a t  w e r e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  to it. 
C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  p a r t i e s  h a v e  p o l a r i z e d  a r o u n d  i s s u e s — g e n d e r  roles ,  
s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r ,  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  c a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e ,  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  w o r k  a n d  f a m i l y  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e - -  w h i c h  
t w e n t y  r e a r s  ago  w e r e  e i t h e r  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  p r o p e r  p o l i t i c a l  i ssues ,  or  we r e  
n o t  p a r t i s a n  ones. . . .  a n d  v o t e r s  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  to s wi t ch :  f e m i n i s t s  v o t e  f o r  
D e m o c r a t s  a n d  e v a n g e l i c a l s  v o t e  f o r  R e p u b l i c a n s  ( F r e e m a n  1993).

T o  b o l s t e r  h e r  a r g u m e n t ,  Ms.  F r e e m a n  no t e s  s ome  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  see m u c h  t h e  s am e

t h i n g ,  c i t i n g  P a t  B u c h a n a n ’s c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s p e e c h  b e f o r e  t h e  1992 R e p u b l i c a n

C o n v e n t i o n  in H o u s t o n  w h e r e  he  said:

T h i s  e l e c t i o n  is a b o u t  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  w h o  get s  w h a t .  It  is a b o u t  w h o  we 
ar e .  I t  is a b o u t  w h a t  we be l i eve ,  i t  is a b o u t  w h a t  we s t a n d  f o r  as 
A m e r i c a n s .  T h e r e  is a r e l i g i o u s  w a r  g o i n g  on f o r  t he  soul  o f  A m e r i c a .  I t  is 
a c u l t u r a l  w a r ,  as  c r i t i c a l  to t h e  k i n d  o f  n a t i o n  we wi l l  o n e  d a y  be as  was  
t h e  C o l d  War  i tself. . . .  ( R ) a d i c a l  f e m i n i s m  (is) t h e  a g e n d a  C l i n t o n  a n d
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C l i n t o n  w o u l d  i m p o s e  on A m e r i c a  — A b o r t i o n  on d e m a n d ,  a l i t m u s  t es t  f o r  
t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  h o m o s e x u a l  r i gh t s ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s  
schoo l s ,  w o m e n  in c o m b a t .  I t  is n o t  t he  k i n d  o f  c h a n g e  we c a n  t o l e r a t e  in a 
n a t i o n  t h a t  we  s t i l l  ca l l  G o d ’s c o u n t r y  ( F r e e m a n  1993).

Mr .  B u c h a n a n  is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  i ssues  as I n g l e h a r t ,  a l b e i t  f r o m  a 

d i f f e r e n t ,  p o l e m i c a l  s ide.

So,  a c r o s s  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s p e c t r u m ,  n u m e r o u s  s c h o l a r s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  

w h o  h a v e  l i t t l e  in c o m m o n  see m u c h  t h e  s a m e  t y p e  o f  c u l t u r a l  s h i f t  o c c u r r i n g .  T h e  

t h e m e  o f  d e - e m p h a s i z i n g  r e d i s t r i b u t i v e  i ssues  in f a v o r  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  set  o f  soc i a l  

o n e s  r e c u r s  o v e r  a n d  over .  I n g l e h a r t  a l o n e ,  h o w e v e r ,  has  d o n e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  

s c i e n t i f i c  w o r k  o f  o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g  a n d  q u a n t i f y i n g  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e s e  t r e n d s  

t h r o u g h  p a t t e r n s  o f  a n s w e r s  to s t a n d a r d i z e d  c r o s s n a t i o n a l ,  t i me - s e r i e s  s u r v e y s ,  so 

t h a t  t h e y  c a n  be m o r e  r e a d i l y  a n d  r i g o r o u s l y  be e x a m i n e d .



S E C T I O N  B: C R I T I Q U E  O F  I N G L E H A R T

I
O v e r v i e w

As  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  I n g l e h a r t  p r o p o s e s  t wo  c a u s a l  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  t h e  s h i f t i n g  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  va l ue s .  T h e  f i r s t  is a k i n d  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e t e r m i n i s m  b a s e d  on 

M a s l o w ’s t h e o r i e s ,  w h e r e  o n e ’s l evel  o f  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  s e c u r i t y  d i r e c t l y  

i m p a c t s  o n e ’s c h i l d h o o d  v a l u e  f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  o t h e r  is a k i n d  o f  i d e a l i s m ,  w h e r e  t h e  

s h a p e  o f  t h e  soc i a l ,  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k  in w h i c h  o n e  is 

i m m e r s e d ,  s h a p e s  o n e ’s v i e w  o f  t he  w o r l d  a n d  o n e ’s va l ues .  H e n c e  t he  e c o n o m i c  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o n e  f a c e s  as a c h i l d  a n d  t h e  soc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  

a n d  n o n s t u d e n t s  p r o d u c e  t h e  s a me  resul t .  I n g l e h a r t  e r r s  by p o s i t i n g  t wo  u n r e l a t e d  

c a u s e s  f o r  o n e  e f f e c t  w h e n  one:  t h e  s o c i a l i z i n g  e f f e c t  o f  v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

n e t w o r k s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  b o t h  s u f f i c e s  a n d  f i t s  hi s  o w n  d a t a  be t t e r .

As  we  s h a l l  see,  s ev e r a l  s c h o l a r s  q u e s t i o n  I n g l e h a r t ’s e v i d e n c e  f o r  hi s  e c o n o m i c  ca us e ,  

s a y i n g  e d u c a t i o n  is a s t r o n g e r  p r e d i c t o r .  T h i s  e f f o r t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  o t h e r s  in t h a t  it 

i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  M a s l o w  u p o n  I n g l e h a r t ,  a n d  h o w  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  r e l a t e s  

t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s wo r k .  Whi l e  c r i t i c s  s u c h  as F l a n a g a n ,  D u c h  a n d  

T a y l o r  s u g g e s t  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  as l e a r n i n g  is t he  r ea l  c a u s e  o f  t he  v a l u e s  in q u e s t i o n ,  

t h i s  w r i t e r  h o l d s  t h a t  i t  is n o t  s i m p l y  l e a r n i n g ,  b u t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e n t  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  t h e  soc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  i m p a r t  t h e  s a l i e n t  va l ues .  I t  wi l l  be 

s h o w n  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s ’ s p e c i f i c  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  n o t  j u s t  b e l i e f  or  a b s e n c e  o f  

b e l i e f ,  s h o w s  a v e r y  s t r o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e s  b a t t e r y .  F o c u s s i n g  on 

soc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a r n i n g  as s u c h  a l l o ws  o ne  to a p p l y  a s i ng l e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  b o t h  s p e c i f i c  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

e x p e r i e n c e  u p o n  va l ues .
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Inglehart and Maslow:
How They Are Linked

T h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  I n g l e h a r t  a n d  M a s l o w  is e x p l i c i t .  R e g a r d i n g  hi s  t w e l v e

q u e s t i o n  v a l u e s  b a t t e r y ,  I n g l e h a r t  says:

T h e s e  t w e l v e  o p t i o n s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  to e x p l o r e  M a s l o w ’s (1954)  h i e r a r c h y  
o f  needs. . . .  Six i t e m s  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  to e m p h a s i z e  t h e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  needs ,
" r i s i n g  pr i ces , "  " e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h , "  a n d  " s t ab l e  e c o n o m y "  b e i n g  d e s i g n e d  to 
t a p  e m p h a s i s  on  e c o n o m i c  s e c u r i t y  a n d  " m a i n t a i n  o r d e r , "  " f i g h t  c r i me , "  a n d  
" s t r o n g  d e f e n s e  f o r ces "  d e s i g n e d  to t a p  e m p h a s i s  on  p h y s i c a l  secur i ty. . . .
(B) o t h  a r e  M a t e r i a l i s t  in t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to p h y s i o l o g i c a l  
s u r v i v a l .  We h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  t e n d  to go t o g e t h e r ,  w i t h  o n l y  
t h o s e  w h o  f e e l  s e c u r e  a b o u t  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  b o t h  t y p e s  o f  n e e d s  b e i n g  
l i k e l y  to g i ve  t o p  p r i o r i t y  to b e l o n g i n g ,  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a n d  a e s t h e t i c  s a t i s f a c t i o n - - n e e d s  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  i t e ms  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  to tap.
T h e  r e m a i n i n g  six i t e ms  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  to t a p  v a r i o u s  P o s t m a t c r i a l i s t  
needs .  E v e r y  h u m a n  b e i n g  h a s  a n e e d  f o r  e s t e e m  a n d  a e s t h e t i c  
s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  a n d  an  i n h e r e n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  cu r i o s i t y .  T h u s  o n e  f i n d s  a r t  a n d  
m u s i c  a n d  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  o f  t he  s e a r c h  f o r  b e a u t y  in al l  soc i e t i e s ,  a n d  one  
f i n d s  ma g i c ,  r e l i g i o n ,  m y t h s ,  or  p h i l o s o p h y ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  d e s i r e  to 
u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  l i f e  in e v e n  t h e  p o o r e s t  soc i e t i es .
H u n g r y  p e o p l e  m a y  no t  g i ve  t o p  p r i o r i t y  to a e s t h e t i c  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c o n c e r n s ,  b u t  g i v e n  s o me  r e s p i t e  f r o m  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  p e o p l e  wi l l  
a c t  on  t h e s e  n e e d s  u n l e s s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f o r c e  t h e m  to s t i f l e  t h e m  ( I n g l e h a r t  
1990,  133).

T h e  n e e d  h i e r a r c h y  a r g u m e n t ,  in its s i mp l e s t  f o r m ,  is d i f f i c u l t  to d i s p u t e :  a 

p e r s o n  w h o  is in i m m e d i a t e  f e a r  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  or  w h o  is f r e e z i n g  a n d  h u n g r y ,  c a n n o t  

b e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p a i n t i n g ,  p o e t r y  or  p o p u l a r i t y .  I m m e d i a t e  n e e d s  p r e o c c u p y  s u c h  a 

p e r s o n .  H o w e v e r ,  M a s l o w  a n d  I n g l e h a r t  go f a r  b e y o n d  t h a t  s i m p l e  p r o p o s i t i o n .  

I n g l e h a r t  s ays  e a r l y  l i f e  i n s e c u r i t y  or  s e c u r i t y  mo l d s  o ne  l i ke  c l a y  to t e n d  t o w a r d  t h e  

v a l u e s  t h a t  p r e o c c u p i e d  o n e  as a ch i l d .  T h e  a r g u m e n t  f o r  a h i e r a r c h y  o f  n e e d s  g a i n s  

i t s  s t r e n g t h  f r o m  t h e  i m m e d i a c y  o f  t h e  n e e d s  in q u e s t i o n :  i f  c u r r e n t  n e e d s  s u c h  as 

f o o d  or  s h e l t e r  a r e  u n m e t ,  o ne  m u s t  p r e o c c u p y  o n e s e l f  w i t h  m e e t i n g  t h e m.  I f  s uch  

b a s i c  n e e d s  a r e  me t ,  n ee d s  s u c h  as b e l o n g i n g  a n d  e s t e e m  c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d .  I n s o f a r  

as  t h e y  a r e  t r u l y  n e e d s , an  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  a t t e n d  to t he  c u r r e n t  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d ,  to 

t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  less i m p o r t a n t  needs .  S i n c e  t h e  r e a s o n  n e e d s  f u r t h e r  d o w n  t h e
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h i e r a r c h y  a r e  to be d e - e m p h a s i z e d  is t h a t  m o r e  bas i c ,  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d s  a r e  u n m e t  a n d  

h e n c e  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  o r g a n i z e  h e r  t h i n k i n g  a n d  b e h a v i o r  to t h e  e n d  o f  m e e t i n g  

t h e  m o r e  i m m e d i a t e  needs ,  t he  logi c  o f  n e e d  h i e r a r c h i e s  does  no t  a p p l y  to l ong  t e r m  

t e n d e n c i e s  t h a t  a r e  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  a c t u a l ,  c u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s .  As I n g l e h a r t  no t e s  

g i v e n  e v e n  a b r i e f  r e s p i t e  f r o m  h u n g e r ,  e v e n  p e o p l e  in t h e  p o o r e s t  s o c i e t i e s  wi l l  

a t t a c h  h i g h  l eve l s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  to a e s t h e t i c  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m a t t e r s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  

I n g l e h a r t  a n d  M a s l o w  b o t h  use t h e  n e e d  h i e r a r c h i e s  i d e a  as i f  it d i d  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  

a f f e c t  p e o p l e  in i m m e d i a t e  n ee d ,  c a u s i n g  t h e m  to a d d r e s s  t h e i r  mo s t  p r e s s i n g  n e e d s  

f i r s t .  T h e y  use i t  to a c c o u n t  f o r  h i g h l y  d e t a i l e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a r  

r e m o v e d  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s ’ e f f o r t s  to me e t  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  needs .

I n g l e h a r t  l i n k s  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  to s p e c i f i c  v a l u e s  a n d  c o n c e r n s  - - a d e t a i l e d  

l i b e r a l  soc i a l  a g e n d a ,  a c o n c e r n  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  a d e s i r e  to i n f o r m  

o n e s e l f  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  a n d  a f f e c t  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  t he  

p e r s o n n e l  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e .  T h e s e  c l ose l y  m i m i c  t he  h i g h l y  d e t a i l e d ,  h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  M a s l o w  a t t r i b u t e s  to ’s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g ’ i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  e n d  

o f  t h e  n e e d  h i e r a r c h y .  T h e  t e r m s  M a t e r i a l i s t  a n d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  a r e  b a s e d  on t he  

i d e a  t h a t  M a t e r i a l i s t s ’ v a l u e s  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  nee d s ,  w h i l e  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  h i g h e r  u p  on M a s l o w ’s l a d d e r  t o w a r d  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n .

M a s l o w ’s t h e o r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  is no t  o n l y  u n t e s t e d ,  b u t  has  v e r y  s e r i o u s  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  

p r o b l e m s .  I n g l e h a r t ’s r e l i a n c e  u p o n  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  M a s l o w ’s a s s e r t i o n s  to f o r m u l a t e  

h i s  t h e o r y  is t h e  s o u r c e  o f  al l  t h e  m o r e  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s w o r k  f o u n d  

b y  t h i s  w r i t e r  a n d  by t hos e  s c h o l a r s  w h o s e  w o r k  t h i s  w r i t e r  has  e x a m i n e d .
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Why Maslow Cannot Underlie a Scientific  Theory

I n  h i s  1954 wo r k :  M o t i v a t i o n  a n d  P e r s o n a l i t y  M a s l o w  d e v e l o p s  h i s  n o t i o n  o f  

n e e d  h i e r a r c h i e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  i m p a c t  u p o n  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y .  In t he  t h e o r y ,  as  an  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  o n e  h a s  a se r i e s  o f  set s  o f  needs ,  e a c h  o f  w h i c h  m u s t  be me t  in t u r n  

b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  se t  b e c o m e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ’s f oc us .  T h e s e  a r e  in t u r n :  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  

n e e d s ,  s a f e t y  needs ,  b e l o n g i n g  a n d  love  n ee ds ,  e s t e e m  n e e d s  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s e l f -  

a c t u a l i z a t i o n  ( M a s l o w  1954,  84-91) .  T o  c r e a t e  hi s  t h e o r y  a b o u t  t he  i m p a c t  o f  t h e s e  

n e e d s  on p e r s o n a l i t y ,  M a s l o w  s t a r t s  by r e j e c t i n g  s c i e n t i f i c ,  e m p i r i c a l  m e t h o d o l o g y ,  

n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  f l a w s ,  or  b e c a u s e  he  ha s  an  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l l y  s o u n d  

a l t e r n a t i v e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  he sees t he  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d  as old f a s h i o n e d  a n d  

c o n s t r a i n i n g :

T h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t he  pa s t  a r e  no l on g e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  a n s we r s .  T h e  
q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  h a v e  no t  ye t  c o m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e .  Bu t  it  is pos s i b l e  
to f o r m u l a t e  a n d  c l a s s i f y  t h e  m e t h o d s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  t h e  pas t .  T h e s e  
t h e n  a r e  t e r m e d  t h e  " l aws  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d . "  C a n o n i z e d ,  c r u s t e d  a b o u t  
w i t h  t r a d i t i o n ,  l o y a l t y ,  a n d  h i s t o r y ,  t h e y  t e n d  to b e c o m e  b i n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  d a y  ( r a t h e r  t h a n  m e r e l y  s u g g e s t i v e  or  h e l p f u l ) .  In t h e  h a n d s  o f  t he  
less c r e a t i v e ,  t h e  t i m i d ,  t he  c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  t h e s e  " laws" b e c o m e  v i r t u a l l y  a 
d e m a n d  t h a t  we  so l ve  o u r  p r e s e n t  p r o b l e m s  o n l y  as o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  s o l v e d  
t h e i r s  ( M a s l o w  1954,  18).

W h a t  M a s l o w  i m a g i n e s  is t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  to s c i e n c e  he  f i n d s  i n a d e q u a t e

b e c a u s e  i t  b u i l d s  s l o wl y  u p o n  w h a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  bee n  d o n e  a n d  does  no t  f o c u s  on

va l ues :

M e a n s - c e n t e r e d  o r t h o d o x y  e n c o u r a g e s  s c i e n t i s t s  to be " sa f e  a n d  s o u n d "  
r a t h e r  t h a n  bo l d  a n d  d a r i n g .  It  m a k e s  t h e  n o r m a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  
s e e m  to be m o v i n g  a h e a d  i nch  by i n c h  on t h e  w e l l - l a i d  o u t  r o a d  r a t h e r  
t h a n  c u t t i n g  n e w  p a t h s  t h r o u g h  t he  u n k n o w n .  Lt f o r c e s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  r a t h e r  
t h a n  r a d i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  to t he  no t  yet  known. . . .  T h e  p r o p e r  p l a c e  f o r  t he  
s c i e n t i s t - - o n c e  in a w h i l e  a t  l eas t - - i s  in t he  m i d s t  o f  t he  u n k n o w n ,  t he  
c h a o t i c ,  t h e  d i m l y  seen,  t h e  u n m a n a g e a b l e ,  t he  m y s t e r i o u s ,  t h e  n o t - y e t -  
we l l - ph r as ed . . . .  Overs tre ss  on m e th o d s  a n d  techn ique s  en c o u ra g es  sc i en t i s t s  to 
t h in k  ( 1 )  tha t  they  are mor e  o b jec t i ve  a n d  less s u b je c t i v e  than they  a c tu a l l y  
a r e , and. ( 2 )  tha t  they  need, not  concern them se lv es  wi th values.  M e t h o d s  a r e  
e t h i c a l l y  n e u t r a l ;  p r o b l e m s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s  m a y  no t  be ( M a s l o w  1954,  20).
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V a l u e s ,  M a s l o w  f ee l s ,  a r e  v i t a l  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h a t  is or  is no t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

p r o b l e m :

U s i n g  o n l y  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  c r i t e r i a ,  t h e  mos t  t r i v i a l  r e s e a r c h  c o u l d  d e m a n d  
as  m u c h  r e s p e c t  as t h e  mos t  f r u i t f u l  one.. . .  I f  s c i e n c e  w e r e  no m o r e  t h a n  a 
se t  o f  r u l e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ,  w h a t  d i f f e r e n c e  w o u l d  t h e r e  be b e t w e e n  
s c i e n c e  on t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  on t h e  o t h e r ,  chess ,  a l c h e m y ,  " u m b r e l l a o l o g y , "  
or  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  ( M a s l o w  1954,  21).

M a s l o w  is c o r r e c t  t h a t  v a l u e s  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  p r o b l e m s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  he  

f u n d a m e n t a l l y  m i s c o n s t r u e s  t h e  r u l e s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d .  O t h e r s  p r e c e d e d  h i m,  b u t  

H u m e  g i ve s  a good  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d o l o g y .  In  An  

I n q u i r y  C o n c e r n i n g  H u m a n  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  H u m e  o b s e r v e s  t h a t ,  wh i l e  we 

u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  e x p l a i n  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  us in t e r m s  o f  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  we c a n  n e v e r  d e d u c e  a c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  p r i o r  to e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e m  

( H u m e  1955).  J u s t  as  t h e r e  is no  a p r i o r i  l og i ca l  n e c e s s i t y  r e q u i r i n g  b i l l i a r d  ba l l  ’A ’ 

to b o u n c e  o f f  ba l l  ’B ’ a t  s y m m e t r i c a l  an g l e s ,  a n d  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  ve l oc i t i e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  

we  o b s e r v e  t h i s  f a c t  o v e r  a n d  ove r ,  a n d  so f o r m u l a t e  r u l e s  f o r  t h e  m o t i o n  o f  o b j ec t s ,  

s i m i l a r l y  in al l  ca ses  w h e r e  we  i n f e r  a c a u s e  a n d  a n  e f f e c t ,  we m u s t  base  t h a t  

i n f e r e n c e  so l e l y  u p o n  r e p e a t e d  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  e v e n t  A f o l l o w e d  by e v e n t  B. I f  we 

c a n  r e p e a t  A a n d  we  a l w a y s  get  B, t h e n  we  i n f e r  a c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo.  Whi l e  t h i s  c o n s t a n t  c o n j u n c t i o n  m a y  s ee m i n a d e q u a t e  p r o o f  o f  

c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t ,  we  c a n  n e v e r  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  mo r e ,  or  a n y  b e t t e r  r e a s o n  to i n f e r  a 

c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  S c i e n c e  t h e n ,  is t h e  h y p o t h e s i z i n g  o f  c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h e  r u l e s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d  co n s i s t  o n l y  in o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g  o n e ’s 

d e f i n i t i o n s  a n d  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v e n t s  ’A ’ a n d  ’B ’ so t h a t  o t h e r s  c a n  e x a m i n e  t he  w o r k ,  

p e r h a p s  r e p r o d u c e  it ,  a n d  a t t e m p t  to f i n d  a ca se  w h e r e  ’A ’ is no t  f o l l o w e d  by ’B’, in 

o r d e r  to f a l s i f y  t h e  c l a i m ,  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is a c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

t h e  t wo .  T h e  r u l e s  o f  s c i e n c e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  chess ,  a l c h e m y ,  a n d  d e n t i s t r y  

p r e c i s e l y  in t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a d e t e r m i n e d ,  c l osed  set  o f  p r a c t i c e s ,  l i ke  a sca le  on a
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m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t ,  o r  t h e  s t eps  in c o n s t r u c t i n g  a m a c h i n e  on an  a s s e m b l y  l ine.  T h e  

c h o i c e  o f  p r o b l e m ,  o f  a s s e r t e d  ca u s e s  a n d  e f f e c t s  a n d  o f  e x p e r i m e n t s  or  o t h e r  

m e t h o d s  o f  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  is a p u r e l y  c r e a t i v e ,  o p e n  e n d e d  e n d e a v o r ,  w i t h o u t  set  rules .  

I n s o f a r  as  s o me  m o d e s  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  a r e  p r e f e r r e d  o v e r  o t h e r s ,  i t  is b e c a u s e  

t h e y  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r  to i s o l a t e  a c aus e ,  or  set  o f  causes ,  f r o m  o t h e r ,  u n e x a m i n e d  

causes .  M a s l o w ,  or  a n y o n e  else,  is f r e e  to be as ’r a d i c a l ’ as t h e y  p l eas e ,  so l ong  as 

t h e y  p r o v i d e  a w a y  to o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e i r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  e v i d e n c e ,  so o t h e r s  

c a n  e x a m i n e  it a n d  a t t e m p t  to f a l s i f y  it. O p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  is o n e  o f  t he  t h i n g s  

M a s l o w  f a i l s  to do.  He  as s e r t s  hi s  n o t i o n  o f  a n ee d  h i e r a r c h y ,  t h e n  r e l a t e s  a w h o l e  

r a n g e  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as t y p i c a l  o f  t hos e  w h o  a r e  a t  t h e  t op  o f  t h e  h i e r a r c h y ,  

w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  h o w  h e  k n o w s  t he s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  r e l a t e d  to n e e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

r a t h e r  t h a n  s o me  o t h e r  c a us e ,  o r  e v e n  w h y  we s h o u l d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hes e  p a r t i c u l a r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a c t u a l l y  d o  t y p i f y  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  w h o m  he  l abe l s  

h e a l t h y .  M a s l o w  m e r e l y  a s s e r t s  h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t hes e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in t h e  c o u r s e  o f  

h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  as a c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  H e  se l ec t ed  p e o p l e  w h o  c o u l d  be c a l l e d  

r e n a i s s a n c e  men :  v e r y  wel l  r e a d ,  a c t i v e  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  in m a n y  f i e l d s ,  a n d  w i t h  

p a r t i c u l a r  va l ue s ;  a n d  e x a m i n i n g  t h e m ,  c o n c l u d e s  t h e y  i n d e e d  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r  va lues .  

E v e n  t h i s  u n s u r p r i s i n g  c o n c l u s i o n  is s u l l i e d  b e c a u s e  he  g i ves  no e x p l a n a t i o n  

w h a t s o e v e r  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  he us ed  to o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  v a l u e s  n o r  d oes  he g i v e  a 

s i n g l e  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  he 

i m p u t e s  to t hem.

In c h a p t e r  t w e l v e  o f  M o t i v a t i o n  a n d  P e r s o n a l i t y , e n t i t l e d  " S e l f - A c t u a l i z i n g  

Peop l e :  a S t u d y  o f  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  H e a l t h " ,  M a s l o w  p u r p o r t s  to be r e p o r t i n g  an  a c t u a l  

s t u d y  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g ,  o r  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y :  m e n t a l l y  h e a l t h y  i n d i v i d u a l s .  M a s l o w  

d e s c r i b e s  h i s  m e t h o d s :

T h e  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  s e l ec t ed  f r o m  a m o n g  p e r s o n a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  a n d  
f r i e n d s ,  a n d  f r o m  a m o n g  p u b l i c  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  in a
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f i r s t  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  y o u n g  p eo p l e ,  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  co l l ege  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  
s c r e e n e d ,  b u t  y i e l d e d  o n l y  o n e  i m m e d i a t e l y  u s a b l e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  a d o z e n  or  
t w o  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  s ub j ec t s .  I h a d  to c o n c l u d e  t h a t  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  s o r t  I h a d  f o u n d  in m y  o l d e r  s u b j e c t s  wa s  no t  p os s i b l e  in o u r  s o c i e t y  
f o r  y o u n g ,  d e v e l o p i n g  peop l e .

Acco r d i n g l y . . . .  a s e a r c h  wa s  b e g u n  f o r  a p a n e l  o f  re la t i ve ly  h e a l t h y  
co l l eg e  s tudent s . . . .  W h e r e v e r  pos s i b l e ,  R o r s c h a c h  t es t s  w e r e  g i v e n ,  b u t  
t u r n e d  o u t  to be  f a r  m o r e  u s e f u l  in r e v e a l i n g  c o n c e a l e d  p a t h o l o g y  t h a n  in 
s e l e c t i n g  h e a l t h y  peop l e .  T h e  p o s i t i v e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  was  p o s i t i v e  
e v i d e n c e  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  (SA) ,  as ye t  a d i f f i c u l t  s y n d r o m e  to d e s c r i b e  
a c c u r a t e l y .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i t  m a y  be l oose l y  d e s c r i b e d  
as  t h e  f u l l  use  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t a l e n t s ,  c a p a c i t i e s ,  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  etc.
S u c h  p e o p l e  s ee m to be f u l f i l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  to be d o i n g  t h e  bes t  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g ,  r e m i n d i n g  us o f  N i e t z s c h e ’s e x h o r t a t i o n ,
" Be c o me  w h a t  t h o u  art!" T h e y  a r e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  or  a r e  
d e v e l o p i n g  to t h e  f u l l  s t a t u r e  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  capable. . . .  T h e s e  
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  m a y  be e i t h e r  i d i o s y n c r a t i c  or  s p e c i e s - w i d e ,  so t h a t  t h e  s e l f  
in s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  m u s t  no t  h a v e  too i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  a f l a v o r  ( M a s l o w  
1954,  201).

M a s l o w  has  s u c h  a r e s t r i c t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t h a t  o n l y  o n e  in

t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  s c r e e n e d  s t u d e n t s  q u a l i f i e d  as h e a l t h y .  He sees h e a l t h  as an  e x a c t  f i t

t o  p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  he  l ikes.  E v e n  a m o n g  t he  h a n d f u l  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s

h e  h a s  s e l e c t e d  p r e c i s e l y  f o r  t h e i r  f i t  to h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  c r i t e r i a ,  he  d i v i d e s  t he

s u b j e c t s  i n t o  a g r o u p  w h o  p r o b a b ly  w e r e  m e n t a l l y  h e a l t h y ,  a n d  a g r o u p  t h a t  " f a i r l y

c e r t a i n l y  f a l l  s h o r t  s o m e w h a t  b u t  w h o  c a n  ye t  be us ed  f o r  s t u d y "  ( M a s l o w  1954,  203).

H a v i n g  s e l e c t e d  hi s  s u b j e c t s  a c c o r d i n g  to hi s  p e r s o n a l ,  u n o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d  c r i t e r i a  o f

f i t  w i t h  h i s  n o t i o n s  o f  p r o p e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s ,  he p r e s e n t s  hi s  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  w h i c h

c o n s i s t  p r e c i s e l y  in h i s  o w n  p e r s o n a l ,  u n s u p p o r t e d ,  u n o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d  " h o l i s t i c

i m p r e s s i o n "  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s ’ t r a i t s :

D a t a  h e r e  c o n s i s t  no t  so m u c h  in t h e  u s u a l  g a t h e r i n g  o f  s p e c i f i c  a n d  
d i s c r e t e  f a c t s  as in t h e  s l ow d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a g l oba l  or  ho l i s t i c  i m p r e s s i o n  
o f  t h e  s o r t  t h a t  we  f o r m  o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  ac q u a i n t a n c e s . . . .  T h e  h o l i s t i c  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  t o t a l  i m p r e s s i o n s  y i e l ds ,  as t he  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  u s e f u l  
w h o l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  p e o p l e  f o r  f u r t h e r  c l i n i c a l  a n d  
e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t u d y ,  t he  f o l l o w i n g :  ( M a s l o w  1954)

M a s l o w  a t t a c h e s  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  to t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  he i m p u t e s  to se l f -  

a c t u a l i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  H e r e  is a l ist  f r o m  t he  b o o k  o f  t hos e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  It g i ves
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a  f l a v o r  o f  M a s l o w ’s t h i n k i n g  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l e g e d  to be t h e  d i r e c t ,  

u n m e d i a t e d  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  h a v i n g  s a t i s f i e d  needs ,  not  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  o nes  s oc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  u p b r i n g i n g ,  p r e c i s e l y  as t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

t h a t  I n g l e h a r t  a s s o c i a t e s  w i t h  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s ,  t h r o u g h  s u r v e y  d a t a ,  a r e  s u p p o s e d  to 

be  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to f o r m a t i v e  s e c u r i t y ,  n o t  soc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i t e ms  c l os e l y  l i n k e d  to 

I n g l e h a r t ’s P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  u n d e r l i n e d .

T h e  i t a l i c i z e d  i t e m s  w e r e  i t a l i c i z e d  in t h e  o r i g i n a l :

Some Phenomena That Are in Large Part Determined By 
Basic Need G ra t i f ic a t io n

A. Conative-A ffeet ive

1. Feelings of physical sating and g lu t - - fo o d ,  sex, sleep, e tc . - -a n d  as by-products--we11-being,  
h ea lth ,  energy, euphoria, physical contentment
2. Feelings of sa fe ty ,  peace, pro tect ion, lack of danger and t h r e a t .
3 .  Feelings of belongingness, of being one of a group, of id e n t i f ic a t io n  with group goals and
triumphs, of acceptance, of having a place
4. Feelings of loving and being loved, of being loveworthy, of love id e n t i f ic a t io n
5. Feelings of s e l f - r e l ia n c e ,  s e l f - re s p e c t ,  s e l f  esteem, confidence, t ru s t  in oneself; fee l in gs  of
a b i l i t y ,  achievement, competence, success, ego strength, respectworthiness, p res t ige ,  leadership,  
autonomy, independence
6. Feelings of s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t io n ,  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t ,  self-development, of more and more complete 
development and f r u i t io n  of one's resources and p o t e n t ia l i t ie s  and consequent fee lings  of growth, 
f i tn e s s  and s u i t a b i l i t y
7. S a t is f ie d  c u r io s i ty ,  fe e l in g  of learning and of knowing more and more
8 . S a t is f ie d  understanding, more and more philosophical s a t is fa c t io n ;  movement toward larger and 
la rg e r ,  more and more inc lus ive  and u n ita ry  philosophy or r e l ig io n ; increased perception of 
connections and re la t io n s ;  awe
9. S a t is f ie d  beauty need, t h r i l l ,  sensuous shock, d e l ig h t ,  ecstasy, sense of symmetry, rightness,  
s u i t a b i l i t y ,  or perfec t ion
10. Emergence of higher needs
11. Temporary or long-run dependence on and independence of various s a t is f i e r s ;  increasing
independence of and d isdain  fo r  lower needs and lower s a t is f ie r s
12. Aversion and ap p et i te  fee lings
13. Boredom and in te res t
14. Improvement in va lues; improvement in taste
15. Greater p o s s ib i l i t y  of and greater in te n s ity  of pleasant excitement, happiness, joy, d e l ig h t ,
contentment, calm, s e re n ity ,  e x u lta t io n ;  r icher and more p o s it ive  emotional l i f e
16. More frequent occurrence of ecstasy, orgasmic emotion, e x a l ta t io n ,  and of mystic experience
17. Changes in a s p ira t io n  level
18. Changes in f ru s t r a t io n  level

B. Cogni t i  ve

1. Keener, more e f f i c i e n t ,  more r e a l i s t i c  cognition of a l l  types
2. Improved i n t u i t i v e  powers
3 . Mystic experience
4. More rea l i ty -o b jec t-an d-p ro b lem  centering; less p ro ject ion  and ego centering
5. Improvement in world view and in philosophy ( in  sense of becoming more true , more r e a l i s t i c ,  less 
d estruc t ive  of s e l f  and others, e t c . )
6 .  More Creativeness, more a r t  poetry, music, wisdom, science
7. Less r ig id  ro b o t l ik e  conventionali ty ;  less stereotyping, less compulsive r u b r i c i z i n g . . . ;  b e t te r
perception of ind iv idual uniqueness through screen of man-made categories and rubrics
8. Many of the more basic, deeper-ly ing a t t i tu d e s  ( democratic, basic respect, a f fe c t io n  fo r  others,
love and respect fo r  ch i ld ren ,  respect fo r  women, e t c . )
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9. Less a f fe c t iv e  learning (preference fo r  the fa m i l ia r )  espe c ia l ly  fo r  important things
10. More p o s s ib i l i t y  of inc iden ta l  or la ten t learning

C. Character T ra i ts

1. Calmness, equanimity, se re n ity ,  peace of mind (opposite of tension, nervousness, unhappiness, 
fe e l in g  miserable)
2. Kindness, k ind liness , sympathy, unselfishness (opposite of c ru e l ty )
3. Healthy generosity
4. Bigness (opposite of p e tt iness , meanness, smallness)
5. S e l f - r e l ia n c e ,  s e l f - re s p e c t ,  se lf-esteem, confidence, t ru s t  in oneself
6. Feelings of sa fe ty ,  peacefulness, lack of danger
7. Friendliness (opposite of character-based h o s t i l i t y )
8. Greater f ru s t r a t io n  to lerance
9. Tolerance o f .  in te res t  in, and approval of d if fe ren ce  and there fore  loss of pre judice and 
generalized h o s t i l i t y  (but not loss of judgment); greater fee l in g  of brotherhood, comradeship, 
bro the r ly  love, respect fo r  others
10. Character-based optimism
11. Psychological health and a l l  i t s  by-products; movement away from neurosis, psychosis (? ) ,  and 
psychopathic p ersona lity
12. More profoundly democratic ( fe a r le s s  and r e a l i s t i c  respect fo r  others who are worthy of i t )
13. Relaxation, less tense
14. More honesty, genuineness, and straightforwardness; less cant, less phoniness

D. Interpersonal

1. B e tter  c i t i z e n ,  neighbor, parent, f r ie n d ,  lover
2. P o l i t i c a l ,  economic, re l ig io u s ,  educational l ib era l ism
3. Respect fo r  opposite sex, ch ild ren , employees, and other m in o r it ie s  or groups with less power
4. More democratic, less a u th o r i ta r ia n
5. Less h o s t i l i t y  and more fr ie n d l in e s s ,  more in te res t  in others, easier id e n t i f ic a t io n  with others
6. Better tas te  in fr ien d s ,  sweethearts, leaders, e tc . ;  b e t te r  judge of people
7. Nicer person, more a t t r a c t iv e ;  more b eau ti fu l
8. B e tter  psychotherapist

E. Miscellaneous

1. Changed p ic tu re  of heaven. Utopia, good l i f e ,  e t c .
2. Loss of Hell concept
3. Changes in a l l  expressive behavior, e . g . ,  smile, laugh, fa c ia l  expression, demeanor, walk, 
handwriting; movement toward more expressive behavior and less coping behavior
4. Energy changes, lassitude, sleep, q u ie t ,  res t ,  a lertness
5. Hopefulness, in te res t  in fu tu re  (opposite of loss of morale, apathy, anhedonia)
6. Changes in dream l i f e ,  fantasy l i f e ,  ea r ly  memories (9)
7. Changes in (character-based) m o ra li ty ,  e th ics ,  values
8. Changes in type of g u i l t  and shame
(Maslow 1954, 120-122)
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Wh e r e  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  n o t  j u s t  p r a i s e  f o r  t hos e  w i t h  v a l u e s  he l ikes

( b e t t e r  t a s t e  i n  f r i e n d s ,  m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e ,  b e t t e r  p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t ,  etc. )  t h e y  a r e  a

p a s t i c h e  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  h e  f a v o r s ,  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  us ed  to se l ec t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  he

d e c l a r e s  to be s e l f - a c t u a l i z e d .  In  a l a t e r  w o r k ,  M a s l o w  says:

I h a v e  f o u n d  to my  d i s m a y  t h a t  s o me  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  c a p a b l e  
psychol ogi s t s . . .  pe r s i s t  in t r e a t i n g  m y  e m p i r i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s e l f - a c t u a l i z i n g  p e o p l e  as i f  I h a d  a r b i t r a r i l y  i n v e n t e d  
t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n s t e a d  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e m  ( M a s l o w  1962,  vi i) .

T h e  p r o b l e m  in bo t h  h i s  1954 b o o k ,  u p o n  w h i c h  I n g l e h a r t  r e l i es ,  a n d  in 

M a s l o w ’s l a t e r  w o r k ,  is n o t  t h a t  he i n v e n t s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  S u c h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

ex i s t .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is he se l ec t s  s u b j e c t s  f o r  t hose  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t h e n  f i n d s  it 

s i g n i f i c a n t  w h e n  hi s  s u b j e c t s  p a r t i a l l y  f i t  his mo d e l  o f  e x p e c t e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

w h e n  t h a t  f i t  is j u d g e d  on t he  bas i s  o f  "ho l i s t i c  i mp r e s s i o n " .  Hi s  m e t h o d o l o g y  

g u a r a n t e e s  t h e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s  in a d v a n c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  M a s l o w  d oes  n o t h i n g  a t  al l ,  

n o t  e v e n  a f a k e  e x p e r i m e n t  l i ke  t hos e  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e ,  to l i nk  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w i t h  s a t i s f i e d  needs ,  b e y o n d  s i m p l y  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c o n n e c t e d .



IV
Inglehart’s Own Arguments Undercutting His Economic Determinism

I n  o r d e r  to r e t a i n  hi s  M a s l o w i a n  e c o n o m i c  d e t e r m i n i s m ,  I n g l e h a r t  d i s a g r e e s

t h a t  s oc i a l  o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b a s e d  f a c t o r s  a l o n e  c o u l d  a c c o u n t  f o r  t he  p h e n o m e n a

h e  d e s c r i b e s ,  b u t  in m a n y  p l ace s  h e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e  soc i a l ,  l i n g u i s t i c  e n v i r o n m e n t

is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t :

T h e  s t u d y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  is b a s e d  on  t h e  i m p l i c i t  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  
a u t o n o m o u s  a n d  r e a s o n a b l y  e n d u r i n g  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  ex i s t  a n d  
t h a t  t h e y  c a n  h a v e  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  25)

A f e w  p a g e s  l a t e r  he  a s c r i b e s  e n d u r i n g  n a t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in l i f e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to

a t t i t u d e s ,  b a s e d  u p o n  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  b e i n g  t r a n s m i t t e d  to c h i l d r e n :

We s u g g e s t  t h a t  t he  c u l t u r a l  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e s e  c r o s s - n a t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .
L o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  d i s a p p o i n t e d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  g i ve  r i se  to c y n i c a l  a t t i t u d e s .
These  or ien ta t ions  m a y  be t r a n s m i t t e d  f r o m  gen e ra t io n  to gen era t io n  through  
p r e a d u l t  soc ia l i za t ion .  I n s o f a r  as e a r l y  le arn ing  t en d s  to be re la t ive ly  
pers is ten t ,  this con t r ibu tes  to the s ta b i l i t y  o f  d is t in c t i ve  cu l tur a l  pat terns .
( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  30-31)  ( e m p h a s i s  a d d e d )

T h i s  s u g g e s t s  e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  o p e r a t e  t h r o u g h  a soc i a l ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k

m e c h a n i s m ,  no t  d i r e c t l y .  S u c h  a m e c h a n i s m  is q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  M a s l o w i a n  n ee d

h i e r a r c h i e s ,  w h e r e  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  o n e ’s p a r t i c u l a r  va l ues .  H e r e

h e  c o n t r a d i c t s  hi s  s u b s e q u e n t  a s s e r t i o n ,  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  t h a t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n

p a t t e r n s  m a y  be i m p o r t a n t  in t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  mi l i e u ,  b u t  an  e c o n o m i c  v a r i a b l e  is

n e e d e d  to e x p l a i n  h o w  c h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  t o w a r d  p a r t i c u l a r  va l ues .

( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  77) He  c l i n g s  to e c o n o m i c  d e t e r m i n i s m ,  m i r r o r i n g  M a s l o w ’s n e e d

h i e r a r c h i e s ,  d e s p i t e  hi s  o w n  c o n t r a r y  a r g u m e n t s  a n d  e x a m p l e s .

Wh e n  I n g l e h a r t  d i s cus s e s  c u l t u r e  s h i f t  in J a p a n  he notes:

... c e r t a i n  i t e ms  t h a t  s h o w  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  p o l a r i t y  w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e  
c o n s i s t e n c y  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  West  h a v e  n e u t r a l  or  e v e n  r e v e r s e d  p o l a r i t y  in 
t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  J a p a n e s e  soc i e t y .  T h i s  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  f i n d i n g .  It i mp l i e s  
t h a t  t h e  n o n p h y s i o l o g i c a l  p a r t  o f  M a s l o w ’s h i e r a r c h y  o f  n e e d s  is no t  a 
u n i v e r s a l  h u m a n  p a t t e r n ,  b u t  is c o n t i n g e n t  on c u l t u r e .  Ma s l o w  p r o v i d e s  a 
p r o v o c a t i v e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  w h i c h  h e l p e d  g u i d e  t he  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  o u r  t w e l v e -
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i t e m  b a t t e r y .  B u t  hi s  t hes i s  is on l y  p a r t l y  t e n a b l e  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  152).

I n g l e h a r t  c o n c e d e s  t h a t  t h e  n o n p h y s i o l o g i c a l  p a r t  o f  M a s l o w ’s h i e r a r c h y  is not  

u n i v e r s a l ,  b u t  c o n t i n g e n t  on  c u l t u r e  - - d e f i n e d  i m p l i c i t l y  as t he  va l ue s  a n d  

w o r l d v i e w  o f  o n e ’s soc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  Ye t  hi s  wh o l e  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

c u l t u r e  s h i f t  is b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  M a s l o w ’s 

n e e d  h i e r a r c h i e s ,  n o t  socia l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  p r o d u c e  t h e  s a l i e n t  v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e s .

I n  a n o t h e r  p l ace  I n g l e h a r t  says:

D e m o c r a c y  e m e r g e d  w h e n  p o w e r  pas sed  i n t o  t he  h a n d s  o f  t he  bourgeois i e. . . .  
P r e i n d u s t r i a l  a g r a r i a n  soc i e t i es  a r e  u s u a l l y  d o m i n a t e d  by l a n d e d  
a r i s t o c r a c i e s  e x e r c i s i n g  a m i l i t a r y  f u n c t i o n  or by p r i e s t l y  el i t es ,  b o t h  o f  
w h i c h  a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  to social  r e l a t i o n s  based  on a h i e r a r c h i c a l  c h a i n  o f  
c o m m a n d  s t r u c t u r e .  C o m m e r c i a l  el i t es ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e c o me  
a c c u s t o m e d  to b a r g a i n i n g :  In m a r k e t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t he  b u y e r  a n d  sel l er  m a y  
h a v e  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  i n t e r e s t s —t he  sel l er  s e e k i n g  t he  h i g h e s t  poss i b l e  
p r i c e  a n d  t he  b u y e r  t h e  l o we s t —bu t  unl ess  t hey  ca n  r e a c h  a c o m p r o m i s e  
t h a t  is a c c e p t a b l e  to bo t h  s ides ,  n e i t h e r  can  do bus iness .  T h u s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  
e l i t es  a c c e p t  b a r g a i n i n g  a m o n g  equa l s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  h i e r a r c h i c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  
as a n o r m a l  w a y  o f  d e a l i n g  wi t h  peopl e ;  t hese  h a b i t s  a n d  ski l l s  a r e  c a r r i e d  
o v e r  i n t o  t h e  e m p h a s i s  on b a r g a i n i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o m m a n d ,  t h a t  
c h a r a c t e r i z e s  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e m o c r a c y  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  46).

H e r e  I n g l e h a r t  sees d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  a r i s i n g  not  o u t  o f  some prese t ,  

c o n g e n i t a l  n e e d  p r i o r i t y ,  b u t  f r o m  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t he  p a t t e r n e d  social  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  i n d i v i d u a l s  p a r t i c i p a t e  in d u r i n g  t h e i r  d a i l y  l ives.  T h e  f o r m  o f  t hose  

g a m e s  i m p l y  p a r t i c u l a r  va l ues ,  w h i c h  b e c o me  t h e  va l u e s  o f  t hose  b r o u g h t  u p  w i t h i n  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  Wha t  is c r u c i a l  h e r e  is t h a t  e c o n o m i c  a n d  soc i e t a l  f a c t o r s  do  not  

a c t  d i r e c t l y ;  t h e y  do  not  s i m p l y  c r e a t e  va l ues ,  bu t  r a t h e r  i m p a c t  u p o n  t he  c h a r a c t e r  

a n d  f o r m  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  a n d  t he  use o f  l a n g u a g e  in gene ra l .  

Soci a l ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  f a c t o r s  t r a n s m i t  va l ue s  ac ros s  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  not  t he  e c o n o m i c  

e n v i r o n m e n t  per  .se, w h i c h  does  not  in i t s e l f  h ave  a m e c h a n i s m  f o r  t r a n s m i t t i n g  

s p e c i f i c  v a l u e s  b u t  w h i c h  does  i m p a c t  u p o n  t h e  social  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t he  d a i l y  g r o u p  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  w h i c h  in t u r n  a f f e c t s  values .  Ye t  w h e n  I n g l e h a r t  goes on to 

p o s t u l a t e  l i ke l y  ca u s e s  f o r  t he  c h a n g e s  in va l ue s  in a d v a n c e d  i n d u s t r i a l  soc i e t y ,  he



26

f o r g e t s  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  t h i s  e x a m p l e .  H e  a b a n d o n s  t h i s  a v e n u e  to i n c o r p o r a t e  

A b r a h a m  M a s l o w ’s n e e d  h i e r a r c h i e s  a n d  m a k e  hi s  p i c t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y  c o n g r u e n t  w i t h  

w h a t  M a s l o w  p r e s e n t s  in M o t i v a t i o n  a n d  P e r s o n a l i t y  ( M a s l o w  1954).



V
Postmaterialism versus Materialism:

Inglehart’s Concept Does Not Capture the Emerging 
Polarization Over Social Issues He Documents

The categorization o f  values as Materialist and Postmaterialist, which forms 

the backbone of Inglehart’s theory of culture and culture shift, is derived from  

Maslow’s theories and conflicts with Inglehart’s own data and many of his own  

arguments. The broad features o f  partisanship in the U.S. are also inconsistent with  

Inglehart’s Materialist-Postmaterialist paradigm. Inglehart, Wildavsky, Freeman and 

pundits such as Pat Buchanan, agree the nature of partisan polarization has changed, 

so that various social, l ifesty le  issues constitute the polar divisions in society today. 

Inglehart says the split is between Materialist and Postmaterialist. If right o f  center 

Republicans are simply more ’Materialist’ value oriented than groups dominating the 

Democrats, then Republicans should focus more on the economy and less on lifestyle  

issues than the Democrats, yet, as Pat Buchanan’s views highlight, i f  anything they  

focus more on such issues. To avoid this logical problem, Inglehart portrays 

movement conservatism, groups like the Moral Majority in the U.S., and the rise of  

groups like the National Front in France as reactions to change rather than actual 

concern over social issues. This fails  to address the problem because it begs the 

question o f  why they devote such time and resources to reacting to social issues that 

are not really o f  interest to Materialists. If conservatism is really Materialism, it 

should have a d ifferen t  set of issues, not just opposition to what he regards as 

Postmaterialist issues. Furthermore the Old Left should be as Materialist as 

conservatives, i f  not more so, considering their lower socio-economic status 

constituencies, yet they are not. Correspondingly, old-wealth Republicans should be 

highly progressive on the social issues, or at least more concerned with them than 

economic issues, yet they are not. Inglehart notes that evangelical Christians have 

switched from the Democratic party to the Republican party, as they have switched
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f r o m  e m p h a s i z i n g  b e i n g  l e f t  a l o n e  to e m p h a s i z i n g  i n f l u e n c i n g  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  

f e m i n i s t s ,  a n d  w o m e n  in g e n e r a l ,  h a v e  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y ,  to a d e g r e e ,  

i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  L e f t  

h a v e  t e n d e d  to a l l y  w i t h  t h e  n e w e r  i ssues ,  so t h a t  b o t h  i n h a b i t  t he  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ,  

w h i l e  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  c o n t a i n s  b o t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n t i - w e l f a r e  s t a t e  R i g h t ,  

a n d  t h e  n e w e r  o u t s p o k e n  f o c u s  on soc i a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m .  T h i s  is no t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

I n g l e h a r t ’s a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  n e w  p o l a r i z a t i o n  is r e a l l y  M a t e r i a l i s t ,  s e c u r i t y  a n d  

m o n e y  o r i e n t e d ,  v e r s u s  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t ,  l i f e s t y l e  o r i e n t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  s oc i a l  f a c t o r s  

s u c h  as  e x p o s u r e  to t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  m i l i e u  c a u s e  t h e  v a l u e s  in q u e s t i o n ,  no t  hi s  c a u s a l  

m e c h a n i s m ,  t h e n  t h i s  p r o b l e m  van i s hes .

UBRapiy



VI
Inglehart’s Evidence at the National 

and Individual Level

I n g l e h a r t  p r e s e n t s  t w o  t y p e s  o f  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  i dea  t h a t  p r o s p e r i t y  

a n d  p e a c e  h a v e  a c t u a l l y  i n d u c e d  a f e e l i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y  in i n d i v i d u a l s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  

p r e - a d u l t  y ea r s ,  c a u s i n g  m o r e  o f  t h e m  to a d o p t  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  va l ues .  T h e  f i r s t  is a 

n a t i o n - l e v e l  a r g u m e n t  w h i c h  r e l a t e s  d i f f e r i n g  r a t e s  o f  m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  v a l u e s  to d i f f e r i n g  e c o n o m i c  h i s t o r i e s .  T h e  s e c o n d  is a n  i n d i v i d u a l -  

l eve l  a r g u m e n t ,  l i n k i n g  p a r e n t a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  w i t h  r e s p o n d e n t s ’ v a l u e  

p r i o r i t i e s .

A t  t h e  n a t i o n - l e v e l ,  I n g l e h a r t  no t e s  t h a t  West  E u r o p e a n  p u b l i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t he  

N e t h e r l a n d s ,  D e n m a r k  a n d  West  G e r m a n y ,  h a v e  s h i f t e d  t o w a r d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  a t  a 

g r e a t e r  r a t e  t h a n  t h e  U n i t e d  Sta t es .  T o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  r a t e  o f  c h a n g e  he 

a r g u e s :

T h i s  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  We s t e r n  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a p p a r e n t l y  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  (1) t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i r s t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a d  t he  h i g h e s t  pe r  c a p i t a  i n c o m e  in t h e  w o r l d ;  
a n d  (2) c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  i t  w r o u g h t  in We s t e r n  E u r o p e ,
Wo r l d  War  II h a d  a r e l a t i v e l y  mi l d  i m p a c t  on  t he  U n i t e d  Sta t es .  T h u s ,  t he  
o lder  A m e r i c a n  c o h o r t s  b r o u g h t  up  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  g r e a t e r  e c o n o m i c  
a n d  p h y s i c a l  s e c u r i t y  t h a n  t hos e  p r e v a i l i n g  in We s t e r n  E u r o p e .  But  d u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  f o u r  d e c a d e s ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  e c o n o m y  has  b e e n  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a g n a n t .
West  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  h i g h  l eve l s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  a n d  t h e i r  
r e l a t i v e l y  a d v a n c e d  soc i a l  s e c u r i t y  s y s t e ms  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  to an  
a t m o s p h e r e  in w h i c h  t h e i r  y o u n g e r  c o h o r t s  h a v e  g r o w n  u p  w i t h  a s ense  o f  
s e c u r i t y  as g r e a t  or  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  p r e v a i l i n g  in t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  92).

T h e r e  a r e  s ev e r a l  f l a w s  in t h i s  l i ne  o f  r e a s o n i n g .  I f  e a r l y  l i f e  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  

s e c u r i t y  i n d u c e s  an  e n d u r i n g  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  va l u e s ,  t h e n  t he  

c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  s h o u l d  be ab so lu te  l evel s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  no t  r e l a t i v e  l evel s  or  r a t e s  of  

g r o w t h  i n  p r o s p e r i t y .  U.S.  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  has  s l o w e d  b u t  p e r  c a p i t a  G D P ,  

a v e r a g e d  o v e r  f i v e  y e a r  p e r i o d s  has  r i s en  c o n t i n u o u s l y .  ( O E C D  1987) F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

as  l a t e  as  1986,  U.S.  p e r  c a p i t a  G D P  wa s  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a g a i n  t h a t  o f  a n y  E u r o p e a n

29



30

c o u n t r y  I n g l e h a r t  e x a m i n e d  ( O E C D  1987).  I f  s e c u r i t y ,  d e f i n e d  by n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  

p r o s p e r i t y ,  c a u s e s  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  b i r t h  c o h o r t s ,  o n c e  a n a t i o n  r e a c h e s  a t h r e s h o l d  o f  

p r o s p e r i t y  s u f f i c i e n t  to p r o d u c e  m a n y  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s ,  e c o n o m i c  s t a g n a t i o n  s h o u l d  

n o t  s t e m  t h i s  p r o d u c t i o n  un l e s s  absolut e  levels  o f  i n d i v id u a l  p r o s p e r i t y  a c t u a l l y  dec l ine  

s u b s ta n t ia l l y .  A d e c l i n e  in t h e  growth, ra te  o f  a b s o l u t e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g  s h o u l d  not  

s l o w c u l t u r e  s h i f t .  I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n  c o u l d  c a u s e  M a t e r i a l i s m ,  

b u t  i n  s u c h  a s c e n a r i o ,  t h e  c a u s a l  m e c h a n i s m  w o u l d  n o t  be s e c u r i t y  or  i n s e c u r i t y  b u t  

r a t h e r  a s o c i a l l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o n e ’s r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s ,  or  s o me  o t h e r  n o n 

m a t e r i a l  cause .

O n e  c a n  r a n k  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  r a t i o  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  

r e s p o n d e n t s ,  u s i n g  I n g l e h a r t ’s d a t a ,  to look a t  t he  soc i a l  w e l f a r e  n e t  h y p o t h e s i s :
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Table 1.

N e t h e r l a n d s  
West  G e r m a n y  
D e n m a r k

+8
+7
-3
-7
-7

F r a n c e
B e l g i u m
I t a l y

-19 G r e e c e
P o r t u g a l
( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  93)

-32
-46

G r e a t  B r i t a i n  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s

I r e l a n d
S p a i n

-23
-24
-28
-30

T i e  n u m eric a l s co res  re p rese n t t i e  p ercen ta g e  o f  P o slm ate ria lis i responden ts m inus the p ercen ta g e  o f  M ate ria list re sponden ts. H ence a positive  n u m her m eans m ore 

P o s im ate ria lis ts  th an  M ate r ia lis ts .

T h e  t h r e e  mos t  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s :  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  D e n m a r k  a n d  

G e r m a n y ,  a r e  al l  G e r m a n i c ,  P r o t e s t a n t ,  a n d  h a v e  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  

L u t h e r a n s  a n d  C a l v i n i s t s .  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  U.S. ,  b o t h  h i s t o r i c a l l y  

o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  P r o t e s t a n t ,  a r e  n e x t  in l ine.  A f t e r  t h e m ,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

M a t e r i a l i s t s  j u m p s  s h a r p l y .  Al l  t h e s e  m o r e  M a t e r i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  d o m i n a n t l y  

C a t h o l i c ,  e x c e p t  O r t h o d o x  Gr e e c e .  Whi l e  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  al so 

po o r ,  a n d  so on  t h e i r  f a c e  no t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s h y p o t h e s i s ,  F r a n c e ,  w h i c h  

is p r o s p e r o u s  a n d  h a s  f a i r l y  c o m p l e t e  soc i a l  s e c u r i t y  net s ,  has  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  

M a t e r i a l i s t s ,  y e t  l o w e r  l evel s  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s ,  bo t h  a t  t he  n a t i o n a l  l evel  a n d  t he  

l eve l  o f  t h e  y o u n g e s t  c o h o r t ,  t h a n  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s 2. O t h e r  s ch o l a r s  h a v e  a l so  n o t e d  

t h a t  F r a n c e  s h o u l d  be m o r e  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  i f  I n g l e h a r t  is c o r r e c t .  ( W e a k l i e m  1991,  

1336)  I f  e c o n o m i c  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  a b r o a d  w e l f a r e  ne t  a r e  t he  c r u c i a l  v a r i a b l e s  in 

y o u t h f u l  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e n  F r a n c e  is a n o m a l o u s .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  not ,  t h e n  

s oc i a l  f a c t o r s  s u c h  as r e l i g i o n  or  e d u c a t i o n  m a y  e x p l a i n  t h e  l o we r  l evel  o f  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m .  Weber ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  to 

C a t h o l i c i s m  a n d  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  p r o d u c e d  t hos e  e n d u r i n g  e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  to 

b e g i n  wi t h .  As  t a b l e  2 s h o ws ,  s cores  on t h e  v a l u e s  b a t t e r y  v a r y  t r e m e n d o u s l y  w i t h

2 In the 1987 Eurobarometer surveys, France showed 33% 
Materialists, and 14% PostMaterialists, over the whole population, 
versus 23% Materialists and 16% PostMaterialists in the United 
States.



32

r e l i g i o n  in  t h e  1987 E u r o b a r o m e t e r  d a t a .  C a t h o l i c s  h a v e  s e v e r a l  t i me s  as m a n y  

M a t e r i a l i s t s  as P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t ,  P r o t e s t a n t s  a r e  c l o s e r  to an  e v e n  spl i t ,  a n d  t hos e  w h o  

r e j e c t  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  o r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o n  a r e  t w i c e  as l i k e l y  to be P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  as 

M a t e r i a l i s t :
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Table 2.

Religious A ffilia tion  
With Values

Catholi c Protestant Other None Row 
T ota I

M a te r ia l i  st 2449 384 87 297 3217
29.9%

M i xed 3395 1166 193 1037 5791
53.9%

Post-
m ater ia l  i st

713 348 49 628 1738
16.2%

Column 6557 1898 329 1962 10746
Total 61.0% 17.7% 3.1% 18.3% 100.0%

I n g l e h a r t  has  s u g g e s t e d  a l i nk  b e t w e e n  r e l i g i on  a n d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m ,  b u t  on l y  

i n  t e r m s  o f  r e j e c t i o n  or  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n  n o r ms ,  w h e r e  M a t e r i a l i s t s ,  

f e e l i n g  i n s e c u r e ,  c l i n g  to t r a d i t i o n a l  norms .  Su ch  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  does  n o t h i n g  to 

e x p l a i n  s t a r k  v a r i a t i o n s  a m o n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h e s .  R e g r e s s i o n  1 in 

A p p e n d i x  B l ooks  a t  t he  r e l a t i v e  i m p a c t  o f  b o t h  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e l i g i o n  on t he  v a l u e s  

b a t t e r y ,  e a c h  c o n t r o l l e d  f o r  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  in t he  s a m e  1987 s u r v e y  

e x a m i n e d  in t a b l e  2. Bo t h  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i v e  l i n e a r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t he  

b a t t e r y ,  w i t h  s l opes  o f  .23 f o r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  .28 f o r  r e l i g i o n ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  

is a s t r o n g e r  f a c t o r  t h a n  e d u c a t i o n .  E d u c a t i o n  is t he  s t r o n g e s t  f a c t o r  e x a m i n e d  by 

I n g l e h a r t ,  b u t  he  n e v e r  e x a m i n e s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n .  Age  is a l so 

e x a m i n e d  in R e g r e s s i o n  2, a n d  t h e  s l ope  o f  t he  r e l i g i o n  l i ne  is u n a f f e c t e d ,  wh i l e  t h a t  

o f  e d u c a t i o n  is r e d u c e d  to .16. E d u c a t i o n ’s i m p a c t  is l e s sened  w h e n  age  is t a k e n  in t o  

a c c o u n t  b e c a u s e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  h a v e  b o t h  l o we r  l evel s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  l o we r  

l eve l s  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m .

L o o k i n g  a t  I n g l e h a r t ’s v a l u e s  d a t a  f o r  o n l y  t h e  y o u n g e s t  age  c o h o r t ,  we  o b t a i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e q u e n c e :
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Table 3.

West  G e r m a n y  
N e t h e r l a n d s  
D e n m a r k  
G r e a t  B r i t a i n

+26 
+24 

+ 7 
+ 7

Spa i n
U n i t e d  S t a t es  
I t a l y

0
-3
8

B e l g i u m
G r e e c e
P o r t u g a l

- 1 2
-14
-28

F r a n c e - 10 ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  93)

As  in  t a b l e  1, the num erical sco res rep resen t the percentage o f  P ostm aterialisi respondents m inus the percentage o f  M ateria list re sponden ts. H ence a positive 

num ber m ean s m o re  P o stm ate ria lis ls  than  M ateria lists .

Wi t h  t h e  sole e x c e p t i o n  o f  S p a i n ,  t he  P r o t e s t a n t  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d  g r e a t e r  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  r e m a i n s  e v e n  t h o u g h  C a t h o l i c  F r a n c e  a n d  B e l g i u m  a r e  w e a l t h i e r ,  

a n d  I t a l y  n e a r l y  as w e a l t h y  as Br i t a i n .  ( O E C D  1987) Sp a i n  has  h a d  a v e r y  r a p i d ,

f a c t o r s  s uch  as t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t hen  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be a s h a r p  r i se in 

S p a n i s h  p r o s p e r i t y ,  to t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  S p a i n  is mo r e  p r o s p e r o u s  pe r  c a p i t a  t h a n  t he  

U.S. ,  F r a n c e  B e l g i u m,  I t a l y  or  I r e l a n d ;  t he  c o u n t r i e s  wh o s e  y o u n g e s t  c o h o r t s  a r e  mo r e  

M a t e r i a l i s t  t h a n  Spa i n .  S ince  e d u c a t i o n  is a l l ege d  to r e l a t e  to va l ue s  t h r o u g h  t he  

m e d i a t i o n  o f  i t s  i m p a c t  u p o n  s e c u r i t y ,  e x p l o s i v e  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  in S p a i n  s h o u l d  

i m p r o v e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t hose  w h o  a r e  not  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t e d ,  a n d  b r i n g  g e n e r a l  

s ec u r i t y ,  so t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  va l ue s  s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r a b l y  less in 

t h e  y o u n g e r  S p a n i s h  c o h o r t s  t h a n  t he  o l de r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as t he  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  

i n c r e a s e s ,  r e d u c i n g  t he  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  b e i n g  one.  S ince  t he  s h i f t  ha s  been  q u i c k ,  a n d  

a p p l i e s  p r i n c i p a l l y  to t he  y o u n g e s t  g e n e r a t i o n ,  t he  c o m p a r i s o n  s h o u l d  be b e t w e e n  t he  

y o u n g e s t  c o h o r t s  as one  g r o u p  a n d  al l  o t h e r s  as t he  s ec ond  g r oup .  T a b l e s  4 a n d  5, 

b e l o w,  a r e  c r o s s t a b u l a t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  va l ues ,  in S p a n i s h  r e s p o n d e n t s  a g e d  

f i f t e e n  to t h i r t y - f i v e ,  a n d  t h i r t y - f i v e  -plus ,  r e s pec t i ve l y .  In b o t h  cases  l a m b d a  has  a 

v a l u e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  .097,  or  .1, w i t h  t he  va l ues  q u e s t i o n  t he  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e .  

T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  in bo t h  g r o u p s  k n o w i n g  a r e s p o n d e n t ’s e d u c a t i o n  level  r e d u c e s  t he  

e r r o r s  in g u e s s i n g  t h e i r  va l ue s  score  by  t en pe r c e n t .  T h e r e  is no d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n

e x t r e m e  s h i f t  to P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m .  I f  it is d u e  to e c o n o m i c  p r o s p e r i t y ,  no t  soc i a l
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t h e  i m p a c t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  in t h e  t wo  g roups :

Table 4.

Crosstabulation of Values With Education, in Spain 
Among Young Respondents, Age 15-34

Years of Education

15 YEARS 16-19 
OR LESS YEARS

2 0 +
YEARS

1
MATERIALIST -COD

MIXED -CODED 1

POST-MATERIALIST

Column
Total

39

+  +  -

12

132
33.8

22

81 ' 55 '

19

96
24.6

STILL 
STUDYING 

4 1i H  I

29

21

+  -  +  +  —

55
14.1

8

62

37

 +  +

107
27.4

Row 
T ota I

74
19.0%

227
58.2%

89
2 2 . 8%

390
100 . 0%

Ch i-Square  

Pearson

Value

42.83131

DF

6

Signi ficance  

.00000

S t a t i s t i c

Lambda : 
symmetric
with V393 dependent
with V367 dependent

Va lue

.05938

.00000

.09690

ASE1

.01574

. 00000

.02578

Val/ASEO

3.63130

3.63130
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Table 5.

Crosstabulation of Values With Education, in Spain 
Among Respondents Age 35+

Years of Education

! 15 YEARS 16-19
| OR LESS YEARS 
! 1 ! 2

2 0 +

YEARS

MATERIALIST
1

•COD
226 22

166 28
MIXED -CODED 1 - j

POST-MATERIALIST

 +  +

15 ! 8

Column
Total

i i i

407 58
76.6 10.9

Chi-Square 

Pearson

S t a t i s t i c

Value 

46.11439  

Va lue

15

STILL
STUDYING

i *
+ --------------------

! 2

29 ' !

12

- + --------------------------- +  - -  ■

56
10.5

DF

6

ASE1

10  
1.9

Row
Total

265
49.9%

231
43.5%

35
6 . 6%

531
1 0 0 . 0%

Val/ASEO

S igni f i cance 

.00000

Lambda :
symmetric .06667 .02491
with V393 dependent .09774 .03642
with V367 dependent .00000 .00000

Number of Missing Observations: 77

2.56526
2.56526

R e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s a m e  v a r i a b l e s  w i t h  t h e  s a l i e n t  po l es  o f  

M a t e r i a l i s m  a n d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  m i x e d  c a t e g o r y ,  in R e g r e s s i o n s  4-5,  

y i e l d s  a s l ope  o f  .4 a n d  g o o d n e s s  o f  f i t  R 2 o f  .24 f o r  t he  r e g r e s s i o n  l i ne  in t he  

y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  b u t  .33 in t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  w i t h  an  R 2 o f  .12. T h i s  sugges t s  

t h a t  h i g h  l eve l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  m a y  h a v e  a b i g g e r  i m p a c t  on v a l u e s  n o w  t h a n  in t he  

pas t ,  w h i l e  i f  I n g l e h a r t ’s e c o n o m i c  m e c h a n i s m  o p e r a t e s ,  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be less 

i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  in t he  pas t .  L o o k i n g  a g a i n  a t  t ab l e s  4 a n d  5, a m o n g  S p a n i s h  

r e s p o n d e n t s  o v e r  t h i r t y - f i v e ,  487 o u t  o f  531 h a v e  less t h a n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  a m o n g  y o u n g e r  S p a n i a r d s  t h e r e  is a m u c h  b r o a d e r  mi x.  T o  e x p l a i n  

w h y  S p a i n  h a s  l e a p e d  a h e a d  o f  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  in P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  a m o n g  t he  

y o u n g ,  n o t e  t h a t  v e r y  f e w  o l d e r  S p a n i a r d s  a r e  wel l  e d u c a t e d :  t h e  g r o w t h  in e d u c a t i o n  

is e x p l o s i v e  b u t  p e r  c a p i t a  G D P ,  w h i l e  i n c r e a s i n g ,  was  $4, 255 in 1985,  w h i l e  t h a t  o f
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t h e  U.S.  wa s  $16, 494;  F r a n c e ’s was  $9,251 a n d  I t a l y ’s was  $6,278.  ( O E C D  1987) Whi l e  

e d u c a t i o n  a l o n e  d oes  n o t  p e r f e c t l y  p r e d i c t  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m ,  it is d i f f i c u l t  to 

r e c o n c i l e  t h e s e  m u c h  h i g h e r  l eve l s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  w i t h  S p a i n ’s r a p i d  s h i f t  to 

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  w i t h o u t  a b a n d o n i n g  I n g l e h a r t ’s e c o n o m i c  c a u s e  o f  v a l u e  c h a n g e .  

I n g l e h a r t ’s n a t i o n - l e v e l  e v i d e n c e  f o r  his p r o p o s e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  c u l t u r e  s h i f t  is f a r  

f r o m  c o n c l u s i v e ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i l e  no t  p e r f e c t ,  ha s  a b e t t e r  f i t  to hi s  o w n  d a t a .  

T h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  t a b l e s  a r e  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  in o l d e r  

g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t he  s t a r k  i n c r e a s e  in t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  e d u c a t e d ,  t he  

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  to M a t e r i a l i s t s ,  a n d  t h e  t e n d e n c y  

v i s i b l e  in b o t h  g r o u p s  f o r  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  to i n c r e a s e  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  f o r  

M a t e r i a l i s m  to d e c r e a s e  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n .

T h e  s e c o n d  t y p e  o f  e v i d e n c e  I n g l e h a r t  p r e s e n t s  to s u p p o r t  hi s  e c o n o m i c

e n g i n e  is a n  i n d i v i d u a l - l e v e l  a r g u m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t he  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  b o t h

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  his  p a r e n t s .  He  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  e x e c u t i v e s  a n d

t h e  b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  h a v e  h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  t h a n  m a n u a l

l ab o r e r s .  H e  s ugges t s  t h a t  " (o )ne ’s e d u c a t i o n  is a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r  o f  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s

a n d  s e c u r i t y "  a n d  no t e s  t h a t  " ( t )he r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  v a l u e  t y p e  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  is e v e n

s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o c c u p a t i o n "  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  165) T o  a c c o u n t  f o r

t h i s ,  I n g l e h a r t  n o t e s  t h a t  i m m e r s i o n  in t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  m a y  i t s e l f

e n c o u r a g e  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  va l ue s ,  b u t  p r e f e r s  a n o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n :

E d u c a t i o n  m a y  be a s t r o n g e r  p r e d i c t o r  o f  v a l u e  t y p e  b e c a u s e  it get s  c l os e r  
to t h e  k ey  c a u s a l  f a c t o r ,  w h i c h  is f o r m a t i v e  s e c u r i t y .  T h e  r e s p o n d e n t ’s 
o c c u p a t i o n  is a r e a s o n a b l y  good  i n d i c a t o r  o f  o n e ’s c u r r e n t  e c o n o m i c  level .
B u t  o n e ’s e d u c a t i o n  is a n  i n d i c a t o r  o f  h o w  p r o s p e r o u s  o n e ’s p aren t s  were .
I t  is c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  c u r r e n t  i n c o m e  as wel l ,  o f  co u r s e ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in 
E u r o p e ,  w h e t h e r  or  no t  o ne  w e n t  to s e c o n d a r y  s choo l  is s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  
b y  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  o n e ’s p a r e n t s  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  165).

T o  m e a s u r e  p a r e n t a l  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  I n g l e h a r t  c o m b i n e s  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  o f  

m a n u a l  v e r s u s  n o n - m a n u a l  l ab o r ,  a n d  level  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  p r o d u c i n g  a n  i n d e x
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d i v i d i n g  r e s p o n d e n t s ’ p a r e n t s  i n t o  l ow,  m e d i u m ,  a n d  h i g h  s t a t us .  C o m p a r i n g

p a r e n t a l  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  w i t h  r e s p o n d e n t ’s s t a t u s ,  he  r epor t s :

T h u s ,  in t h e  D u t c h  case ,  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ’s o w n  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  is a 
s l i g h t l y  s t r o n g e r  p r e d i c t o r  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t ’s v a l u e s  t h a n  is t he  
r e s p o n d e n t ’s f a t h e r ’s s o c i o e c o n o m i c  status. . . .  Wh a t  is e v e n  m o r e  s u r p r i s i n g ,  
h o w e v e r ,  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  in e a c h  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s  f o r  w h i c h  we 
h a v e  d a t a ,  t h e  f a t h e r ’s SES is a s t ronger  p r e d i c t o r  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ’s 
v a l u e s  t h a n  is t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ’s o w n  SES ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  167).

N a t u r a l l y ,  he  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  p a r e n t a l  SES,  as he m e a s u r e s  it,  is a m e a s u r e  o f  t he

s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ’s c h i l d h o o d ,  a n d  so c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h i s  d a t a  s u p p o r t  h i s

e x p l a n a t i o n .  T h a t  hi s  d a t a  s h o w  e d u c a t i o n  to be a c r u c i a l  i n f l u e n c e  is a d i f f i c u l t y

f o r  I n g l e h a r t .  T o  ge t  a r o u n d  it he c o n s t r u e s  e d u c a t i o n  as a m e a s u r e  o f  f o r m a t i v e

s e c u r i t y .  As  I n g l e h a r t  no t es ,  p a r e n t a l  s t a t u s  a f f e c t s  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  a t t e n d i n g  a

u n i v e r s i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  g r a n t i n g  t h a t  to s ome  e x t e n t  e d u c a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  p a r e n t a l

p r o s p e r i t y ,  I n g l e h a r t  g i ves  no r e a s o n  to a s s u m e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  is m o r e  c l ose l y

c o n n e c t e d  to p a r e n t a l  p r o s p e r i t y  t h a n  is o c c u p a t i o n .

T h e  s e c o n d  a r g u m e n t  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  p a r e n t a l  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  d e f i n e d  as

a mi x  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  j ob  t ype ,  is t he  bes t  v a l u e s  p r e d i c t o r  a m o n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l

c a u s e s  he  e x a m i n e s .  T o  j u s t i f y  u s i n g  e d u c a t i o n  as a m e a s u r e  o f  s e c u r i t y ,  he asser t s :

O n e ’s e d u c a t i o n  is a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  a n d  secur i ty. . . .
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  v a l u e  t y p e  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  is e v e n  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  the  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o c c u p a t i o n  ( I n g l e h a r t  1990,  167).

So c o m b i n i n g  i t  w i t h  o c c u p a t i o n  g i ves  a b e t t e r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  wel l  b e i n g  o f  t he

p a r e n t ,  a n d  h e n c e  t h e  l evel  o f  f o r m a t i v e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t .  T h i s  a r g u m e n t

is f a l l a c i o u s .  E d u c a t i o n  is a m e a s u r e  o f  s e c u r i t y  o n l y  i n s o f a r  as it i n f l u e n c e s

e m p l o y m e n t .  Whi l e  e d u c a t i o n  r e l a t e s  to p r o s p e r i t y ,  i t  c a n  o n l y  do  so p r e c i s e l y

th rou gh  i t s  i m p a c t  u p o n  o c c u p a t i o n .  I f  f o r m a t i v e  e c o n o m i c  s e c u r i t y  is t he  c a u s e  o f

c u l t u r e  s h i f t ,  t h e n  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  no t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n f l u e n c e  t hos e  va l ues .  T h i s

p o i n t  is c r u c i a l .  T h e r e  i s 'no  a c t u a l  m e c h a n i s m  o t h e r  t h a n  o c c u p a t i o n  t h a t  could
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p r o d u c e  s e c u r i t y  as a r e s u l t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  soc i a l  w e l f a r e  ne t s  I n g l e h a r t  t h i n k s  

l e a d  to P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  d o  n o t  ba s e  t h e i r  c a s h  p a y m e n t s ,  h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e  p o o r  a n d  

h e a l t h  c a r e  on y e a r s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  I f  I n g l e h a r t  w e r e  c o r r e c t ,  e d u c a t i o n ’s i m p a c t  m u s t  

be  m e d i a t e d  t h r o u g h  o c c u p a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  is not .

R a n k i n g  t h e  mos t  p o w e r f u l  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  I n g l e h a r t ’s v a l u e s  m e a s u r e  in o r d e r  

o f  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h :  f a t h e r ’s e d u c a t i o n  is t h e  mos t  p o w e r f u l  f a c t o r ,  f o l l o w e d  by 

m o t h e r ’s e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e n  f a t h e r ’s o c c u p a t i o n ,  t h e n  r e s p o n d e n t ’s e d u c a t i o n  ( I n g l e h a r t  

1990,  121).  R e s p o n d e n t ’s o c c u p a t i o n  does  no t  m a k e  t he  list.  I n g l e h a r t  i m p u t e s  t h i s  

l i s t  to be  a m e a s u r e  o f  f o r m a t i v e  s ec u r i t y .  F o r  t he  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  a b o v e ,  t he  

i n d e p e n d e n t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  is i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

H o w e v e r ,  al l  f i v e  o f  t he s e  v a r i a b l e s  c a n  be c o n s t r u e d  as m e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  s oc i a l  mi l i e u  

a n d  h e n c e  t h e  l a n g u a g e - g a m e  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t he  r e s p o n d e n t .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  p a r e n t a l  

f a c t o r s  a r e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  p e r s o n a l  f a c t o r s  c a n  ea s i l y  be c o n s t r u e d  as 

s u p p o r t i n g  t he  n o t i o n  t h a t  o n e ’s v a l u e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  o n e ’s e a r l y  soc i a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  o n e ’s p a r e n t s ,  c o m m u n i c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  a n d  i n d i r e c t l y  

b y  t h e  w a y  t h e y  s p e a k  a n d  b e h a v e .

N o t e  t h a t  m o t h e r ’s e d u c a t i o n  has  a h i g h e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t he  r e s p o n d e n t ’s 

v a l u e s  t h a n  f a t h e r ’s o c c u p a t i o n .  O c c u p a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  a m a j o r  p a r t  o f  o n e ’s soc i a l  

m i l i e u ,  a n d  m a y  h a v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  va l ue s ,  m u c h  in l i ne  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s e x a m p l e  o f  

t h e  d i f f e r i n g  v a l u e s  o f  l a n d e d  a r i s t o c r a t s  a n d  o f  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  b o u r g e o i s i e .  He n c e ,  

o c c u p a t i o n  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  to i n f l u e n c e  va l ues .  Whi l e  no m e c h a n i s m  ex i s t s  f o r  a 

n o n - w o r k i n g  m o t h e r ’s l evel  o f  e d u c a t i o n  to i m p a c t  a c h i l d ’s level  o f  f o r m a t i v e  

s e c u r i t y ,  i t  does  i n f l u e n c e  t he  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  soc i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  a ch i l d .  Such  

i n f l u e n c e  c a n  r a n g e  f r o m  t h e  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  f o r  w h y  s o m e t h i n g  is w r o n g ,  h o u s e h o l d  

r u l e s  o f  b e h a v i o r ,  d i f f e r e n t  g a m e s  p l a y e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t y p e s  o f  s t o r y  b o oks  

r e a d  a t  b e d t i m e ,  d a y  to d a y  a t t i t u d e s ,  t o n e  o f  voi ce ,  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  so on,  to
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d i f f e r i n g  v o c a b u l a r i e s .  T h e  i d e a  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  use  a f f e c t s  h o w  o ne  sees  t h e  w o r l d  is 

n o t  n ew.  P h i l o s o p h e r  L u d w i g  W i t t g e n s t e i n ,  s oc i o l og i s t s  B e n j a m i n  W h o r f ,  E d w a r d  

S a p i r  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  al l  p u t  f o r t h  s u c h  v i e w s  ( Wi t t g e n s t e i n  1967,  W h o r f  1956,  S a p i r  

1990).  Bas i l  B e r n s t e i n  o b s e r v e d  in 1959 t h a t  t h e r e  s e e m e d  to be s y s t e m a t i c  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in t he  uses  o f  l a n g u a g e  by t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t e d  a n d  t h e  res t  o f  

s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i m p a c t e d  t he  w a y  i n d i v i d u a l s  see t h e  w o r l d  

( B e r n s t e i n  1959).

H o w  c a n  o n e  t es t  w h e t h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i m p a c t s  hi s  m e a s u r e  t h r o u g h  s e c u r i t y ?  

S i m p l y  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n  is o n e  wa y .  In I n g l e h a r t ’s d a t a ,  e d u c a t i o n  ha s  a 

s t r o n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  i m p a c t  w h e n  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  

a n d  f o r  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t .  In f a c t ,  as has  been  n o t e d ,  t he  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t he  

r e s p o n d e n t  h a s  a h i g h e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  v a l u e s  t h a n  d i r e c t  m e a s u r e s  o f  s e c u r i t y  

s u c h  as  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  t he  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t .  A n o t h e r  

t e s t  is to look a t  a d i s a d v a n t a g e d  g r o u p .  Al l  n o n - w h i t e  A m e r i c a n s ,  w h o  a r e  mo s t l y  

b l a c k s ,  w i t h  h i s p a n i c s  a d i s t a n t  s e c o n d ,  w o u l d  be,  on a v e r a g e ,  less s e c u r e  t h a n  t he  

a v e r a g e  A m e r i c a n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in t he  o l d e r ,  p r e - c i v i l  r i g h t s  

c o h o r t s .  E d u c a t i o n  m i g h t  i n c r e a s e  s e c u r i t y ,  b u t  t he  a b s o l u t e  l evel  a f t e r  e d u c a t i o n  

w o u l d  be  l o we r ,  so P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  s h o u l d  be l o we r  a m o n g  e d u c a t e d  n o n - w h i t e s  t h a n  

e d u c a t e d  wh i t e s .

N o  s u r v e y  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s v a l u e s  b a t t e r y  a n d  a r a ce  q u e s t i o n  wa s  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  t h i s  w o r k ,  so in l i eu  o f  it, i t ems  on the  1990 G e n e r a l  Soci a l  S u r v e y  w i t h  s i m i l a r  

i m p o r t  as  hi s  b a t t e r y  w e r e  used  to c r e a t e  a P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  to M a t e r i a l i s t  scale .  It  is 

n o t  i d e n t i c a l ,  b u t  a r g u a b l y  a t  l eas t  as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ’ r e l a t i v e  c o n c e r n  

w i t h  f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n  r e l a t i v e  to n a t i o n a l  o r d e r  as I n g l e h a r t ’s scale .  T h e  c o d e  us ed  to 

p r o d u c e  t h e  sca le ,  a n d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  w h y  e a c h  v a r i a b l e  was  i n c l u d e d  a r e  in 

A p p e n d i x  C. T o  assess  w h e t h e r  t h i s  s ca l e  wa s  a v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  to I n g l e h a r t ’s, a
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number o f  simple tabulations were done between the measure and several of the 

social views Inglehart finds linked with his measure. This measure shows a similar 

relationship to age cohort as Inglehart’s measure, and shows the same directional 

relationship to views on divorce, abortion and homosexuality as Inglehart’s measure. 

A dditionally , it shows a similar strong association with education. (See Appendix A, 

Tables 6-10) This suggests that it captures the same values group, and is a viable  

alternative measure.

As tables 11 and 12 (Appendix A) show, while non-whites are more 

Materialist than whites as a whole, i f  one looks only at those who are well educated, 

non-whites are more Postmaterialist than whites, while i f  form ative security is the 

cause o f  Postmaterialism, not social factors, they should be less Postmaterialist.



VII
Other Critics of Inglehart

That university education rather than formative security is the source of the 

values Inglehart discusses is not unique to this author. A number of critiques have 

made that point, although without addressing Inglehart’s assertion that education is 

really a measure o f  form ative security, not an independent factor.

In an article considered by some to be the seminal critique o f  Inglehart, Scott

Flanagan presents evidence suggesting that Inglehart’s measure does not capture one

value dimension but two: an acquisitive-nonacquisitive dimension, and a libertarian-

authoritarian dimension. Flanagan finds the acquisitive-nonacquisitive dimension

associated with current economic conditions and lifecycle  effects . The young and

old, both insulated from actually making a living, are less acquisitive than those in

between, and those doing better currently than in past years are less acquisitive than

those doing worse, regardless o f  actual a ff luence (Flanagan 1982). According to

Flanagan, this pattern is not related to the other issues in Inglehart’s battery. The

rest cluster together as a measure of the libertarian-authoritarian dimension.

Regarding the impact of a ff luence  on libertarian values in his data, Flanagan says:

For the 1967 data set, insign ificant negative relationships between  
libertarian values and the two a ffluence  measures become sign ificant  
negative relationships when controlled for education, suggesting that it is 
actually the higher status Japanese strata that are the defenders of  
traditional authoritarian values. In 1976, a significant positive  
relationship between a fflu en ce  and libertarian values completely  
disappears when we control for the e ffects  of education (Flanagan 1982,
419).

Hence, Flanagan finds education to be closely associated with libertarian values, 

w hich d if fer  from Inglehart’s Postmaterialist values in their exclusion of the issue of 

economic security, but are similar in most other ways. Unlike this writer, Flanagan  

does not attribute the in fluence of education to the social environment of  

universities, but feels "education implies a process of enlightenment whereby  

traditional fo lkw ays are gradually replaced by the most modern and current
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concepts of human society" (Flanagan 1982, 418).

David  Weakliem presents evidence that in France, the Netherlands and Italy, 

as fam ily  income increases, support for traditional, anti-redistribution politics of the 

right increases, but support for Postmaterialist, socially liberal politics is unaffected.  

At the same time, as respondents’ education increases, the likelihood of  

Postmaterialist, or socially liberal politics increases, irrespective o f  class or fam ily  

income (Weakliem 1991, 1353-1354). P fe i f fer  and Cote argue that Postmaterialist 

values are the product of prolonged identity  crises, in conjunction with the 

particular environment of higher education, and note that regarding education’s 

influence:

... in fact, relatively high correlations have been observed. Dalton (1977), 
for example, reports partial correlations in the magnitude of .30 when  
controlling for cohort e ffects  (see also Inglehart, 1971, and L afferty , 1976).
Little attention has been paid to these findings, however, because the 
framework developed by Inglehart has been unable to account for them  
(P fe i f fer  and Cote 1991).

Duch and Taylor (Duch and Taylor 1993) attack Inglehart’s theory on several 

grounds. At the cohort level of analysis, Duch and Taylor f ind  that age and 

in fla tion  level at the time of the survey are the most powerful predictors of  

Postmaterialism, fo llow ed by other measures of economic conditions at the survey  

time. Their model explains 46% of the variance in Postmaterialism. However, this 

high level of explanatory power may be the result of period e f fects  that are 

irrelevant, and which Inglehart addresses both in his 1990 book and his most recent, 

1994 article. The explanatory power of  age may simply reflect that Inglehart is 

correct that intergenerational change is occurring. Economic conditions at the time 

of political maturation show no correlation with Postmaterialist values at the cohort 

level, except a slight one with inflation  in two of eight countries. At the individual  

level, they f ind  education is by far the most powerful predictor of Postmaterialism, 

with a standardized coeff ic ien t  of .30. Age and urbanization are also s ignificant,
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but at a much lower level. For these reasons Duch and Taylor conclude:

Education is an important predictor of how Inglehart’s items are ranked.
We would argue that this has little to do with economic security at the time 
o f  maturation (the absence o f  a macroeconomic e f fec t  attests to this) but is 
rather a reflection  of the nature of the items included in the measure. The 
items tap certain fundamental democratic values—liberty and rights  
consciousness, for example—and the better educated simply have had more 
o f  an opportunity to learn to appreciate such principles. This is consistent 
with much of the literature on democratic values.... (Duch and Taylor 
1993).

A lex Inkeles is dubious about formative security too:

(t)o establish whatever role parental status might play, Inglehart... (uses 
another survey)... In the four countries with relevant data, crosstabulating  
the value types and the status of the parent when the respondent was 
between 10 and 18 years old, yielded a median gamma of .20, which may 
not be trivial, but is hardly compelling in arguing that a ff luence  and 
security in the form ative years is a truly p o w e r f u l  determinant of  
Postmaterialism (Inkeles 1991, 305).

Duch and Taylor examine GNP as a measure prosperity, and conclude that, 

w hile  in a bivariate analysis, GNP at time of maturation shows a sign ificant impact 

on values, in a multivariate analysis of the relative importance of several variables, 

including education and other factors, the impact o f  GNP at time of maturation  

vanishes and education becomes the most powerful predictor o f  values. This suggests 

GNP per capita at time of  maturation has an impact through intermediary variables, 

especially education. Others also criticize the role o f  economic factors in Inglehart’s 

analysis. Clarke and Dutt argue that short term economic conditions strongly a ffec t  

Inglehart’s four question battery, so that high inflation such as in the late 1970’s 

produces high measures of Materialism, due to the "fight rising prices" option, and 

high unemployment in the early 1980’s produced a slight tendency toward 

Postmaterialism, because people chose "give people more say in government" in the 

absence o f  an unemployment question (Clarke and Dutt 1991). Clarke and Dutt look 

at 1976 to 1986 and find  no sh ift  toward Postmaterialism in several countries, and in 

the rest, these short term economic effects  account for the appearance of a sh ift

(Clarke and Dutt 1991).



VI I I
I n g l e h a r t ’s R e s p o n s e  to H i s  C r i t i c s  

I n g l e h a r t  r e s p o n d s  to s o me  o f  h i s  c r i t i c s  in a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  c o - a u t h o r e d  wi t h  

P a u l  A b r a m s o n .  T h e y  r e s c u e  I n g l e h a r t ’s a s s e r t i o n  o f  a s h i f t  t o w a r d  w h a t  t h e y  l abel  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m ,  b u t  c o m p o u n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  t h a t  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  a n d  say  

l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

In  r e s p o n s e  to C l a r k e  a n d  D u t t ,  I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t he  

t h e o r y  o f  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  s h i f t i n g  in va l ue s ,  w o r k i n g  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  g e n e r a t i o n a l  

r e p l a c e m e n t ,  ca l l s  f o r  a v e r y  s l ow r a t e  o f  c h a n g e ,  so i n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n  p e r i o d i c  e f f e c t s  

o r  s a m p l i n g  e r r o r  c a n  s w a m p  a n d  o b s c u r e  t he  g e n e r a l  t r e n d ,  b u t  in t he  l o n g e r  r u n ,  

t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  c h a n g e  c a n  be l a rge .  T h e y  t h e n  n o t e  t h a t  C l a r k e  a n d  D u t t  o n l y  

e x a m i n e  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  1976 to 1986,  w h e n  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  e x a m i n e d  1970 to 

19903. I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  t h e n  p r e s e n t  E u r o p e a n  d a t a  f r o m  1970 to 1992 a n d  

s h o w ,  m u c h  as I n g l e h a r t  d i d  in C u l t u r e  S h i f t . t h a t  h i s  m e a s u r e  v a r i e s  s h a r p l y  w i t h  

i n f l a t i o n ,  so f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i n f l a t i o n  is m u c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  c o h o r t  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  H o w e v e r ,  o v e r  t h e  fu l l  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r s  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  is c l e a r  

( I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  1994,  342).  T h e  p e r i o d  e f f e c t  o f  i n f l a t i o n ,  t h e y  no t e ,  is 

l i k e l y  d u e  to t h e i r  v a l u e s  m e a s u r e  i n c l u d i n g  a q u e s t i o n  on i n f l a t i o n .  B e y o n d  t h e i r  

a r g u m e n t s ,  w h e n  t h e y  g r a p h  e a c h  c o h o r t ’s P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  m i n u s  M a t e r i a l i s t s  o v e r  

t i me ,  w i t h  t h e  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  s u p e r i m p o s e d  o v e r  t he  g r a p h ,  it is s t r i k i n g  t h a t  wh i l e  

e a c h  c o h o r t ’s scor e  s h i f t s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  w i t h  i n f l a t i o n ,  c o h o r t s  v a r y  t o g e t h e r ,  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  one  a n o t h e r  ( I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  1994,  342).

T o  r e f u t e  C l a r k e  a n d  D u t t ’s d a t a  s u g g e s t i n g  h i g h  u n e m p l o y m e n t  is a s s o c i a t e d

3 C l a r k e  a n d  D u t t  j u s t i f y  t h i s  by  c i t i n g  F l a n a g a n ’s ( F l a n a g a n ,  1982) a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  bes t  
t e s t  o f  I n g l e h a r t ’s m e a s u r e  w o u l d  be i ts s t a b i l i t y  d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s a l i e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  i t ems  on t he  s ca l e  a r e  c h a n g i n g  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  H e n c e ,  t i me s  o f  i n f l a t i o n  a r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  r e l e v a n t .  Whi l e  s u c h  t i me s  a r e  a r g u a b l y  a good  t es t  o f  w h e t h e r  I n g l e h a r t ’s b a t t e r y  
m e a s u r e s  w h a t  i t  p u r p o r t s  to,  s u c h  p e r i o d s  a r e  n o t  a tes t  o f  t h e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t i o n  o f  
w h e t h e r  or  n o t  v a l u e  c h a n g e  is o c c u r r i n g .
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w i t h  r i s i n g  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m ,  n o t  M a t e r i a l i s m ,  I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  

c o r r e l a t i o n  is p r e s e n t  o n l y  f r o m  1980 to 1985:  p e r i o d s  m a r k e d  by m u c h  s h a r p e r  drops  

i n  i n f l a t i o n .  O v e r  t h e  l o n g e r ,  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r  p e r i o d  t h e y  e x a m i n e :  " ( t )he mos t  

s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  

M a t e r i a l i s t / P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  v a l u e s  is i t s  i n cons i s t ency  o v e r  t ime. "  ( I n g l e h a r t  a n d  

A b r a m s o n  1994,  344).  I f  o ne  l ooks  a t  t he  e n t i r e  p e r i o d ,  a n d  o n e  c o n t r o l s  f o r  bo t h  

i n f l a t i o n  a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  t h e n  s h i f t s  t o w a r d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  a p p e a r  in al l  e i g h t  

E u r o p e a n  s oc i e t i e s  e x a m i n e d ,  e v e n  B e l g i u m,  w h e r e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  

b a r e l y  c h a n g e d .  In  s u m,  I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f e n d  t h e i r  c l a i m  o f  

a s l ow i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  s h i f t .

T h e i r  d e f e n s e  o f  an  e c o n o m i c  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  v a l u e s  is no t  so

c o n v i n c i n g .  I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  d e f e n d  t he  s c a r c i t y / s e c u r i t y  h y p o t h e s i s  on t wo

t acks .  F i r s t ,  t h e y  say t h e  v a l u e s  m e a s u r e  v a r i e s  w i t h  i n f l a t i o n  b e c a u s e  i n f l a t i o n

c a u s e s  i n s e c u r i t y ,  c a u s i n g  m a t e r i a l i s m .  Whi l e  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  f o u r  q u e s t i o n  b a t t e r y

" i n c l u d e s  o n e  c h o i c e  t h a t  m a k e s  t h e  m e a s u r e  s e n s i t i v e  to c h a n g i n g  r a t e s  o f  i n f l a t i o n ,

s i n c e  o n e  o f  t he  f o u r  p r o p o s e d  n a t i o n a l  goa l s  is ’f i g h t  r i s i n g  p r i c e s ’" ( I n g l e h a r t  a n d

A b r a m s o n ,  341)  t h e y  n o n e t h e l e s s  a s s e r t  t h a t  i n f l a t i o n  ca u s e s  a c t u a l  v a l u e  c h a n g e s .

Q u o t i n g  a n  e a r l i e r  w o r k  ( I n g l e h a r t  1985,  103),  t h e y  wr i t e :

" T h e  s c a r c i t y  h y p o t h e s i s "  I n g l e h a r t  wr i t e s ,  " i mpl i e s  s h o r t  t e r m  c h a n g e s ,  or  
p e r i o d  e f f e c t s :  p e r i o d s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  l ead  to i n c r e a s e d  P o s t ma t e r i a l i s m. . . .
T h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  i mp l i e s  t h a t  l o n g - t e r m  c o h o r t  e f f e c t s  also  
exi s t "  ( I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  1994,  337).

E l s e w h e r e  in t h e  s a m e  1994 a r t i c l e  t h e y  a s s e r t  t h a t  "( t )he f i n d i n g  t h a t  s h o r t - t e r m

c h a n g e  r e s u l t s  l a r g e l y  f r o m  c h a n g e s  in i n f l a t i o n  is c l e a r l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s

s c a r c i t y  t hes i s "  ( I n g l e h a r t  a n d  A b r a m s o n  1994,  341).  S i n c e  t h e y  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t he

p r e s e n c e  o f  a q u e s t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r r i n g  to i n f l a t i o n  m a k e s  I n g l e h a r t ’s m e a s u r e

p r o f o u n d l y  s e n s i t i v e  to c u r r e n t  i n f l a t i o n ,  t h a t  s a me  s e n s i t i v i t y  to i n f l a t i o n  does  not
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s u p p o r t  e c o n o m i c  d e t e r m i n i s m  o f  va lues .  Bot h  t he  m a j o r  i m p a c t  o f  i n f l a t i o n  a n d  the 

poss i b l e  s l i gh t  i m p a c t  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t  on the  v a l ues  m e a s u r e  o c c u r  a t  t he  t i me  o f  

t h e  s u r v e y  a n d  no t  a t  t i me  o f  m a t u r a t i o n .

T h e  s ec o n d  a r g u m e n t  is one  p r e s e n t e d  in I n g l e h a r t ’s o t h e r  wor ks ,  a n d  

d i s c u s s e d  ea r l i e r :  t h a t  t h e r e  is a l i nk  b e t w e e n  a c o u n t r y ’s p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  t h e  l evel  o f  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  va lues .  In t h i s  n e w a r t i c l e  t h e y  e x a m i n e  a n u m b e r  o f  n e w  c o u n t r i e s  

a n d  f i n d  t he  s a me  k i n d  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  I n g l e h a r t  f o u n d  before :  t h a t  t he  w e a l t h i e r  

c o u n t r i e s  a n d  r e g i ons  o f  c o u n t r i e s  a p p e a r  to h a v e  h i g h e r  l evels  o f  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m .  

T h i s  is n o t  c o n v i n c i n g  f o r  t he  r easons  a l r e a d y  g i v en  by t h i s  w r i t e r  a n d  by D u c h  a n d  

T a y l o r .

T o  a d d r e s s  t h e  sor t s  o f  a r g u m e n t s  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  m a d e  by We ak l i em;

P f e i f f e r  a n d  Cote;  a n d  D u c h  a n d  T a y l o r  a b o u t  t he  role o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  I n g l e h a r t  a n d

A b r a m s o n  say  only:

T h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  not  j us t  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t he  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l evel s  
o f  y o u n g e r  E u r o p e a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  the  v e r y  low e d u c a t i o n a l  l evels  o f  o l d e r  
E u r o p e a n s  c o n t r i b u t e s  to t h e i r  l evels  o f  p o s t m a t e r i a l i s m  ( I n g l e h a r t  a n d  
A b r a m s o n  1994,  339).

T h e y  p r o v i d e  n e i t h e r  d a t a  nor  a r g u m e n t s  s u p p o r t i n g  thi s  pos i t i on .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  do 

c i t e  a f o r t h c o m i n g  a r t i c l e ,  to be t i t l ed  " E d u c a t i o n ,  S e c u r i t y  a n d  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m "  

( A b r a m s o n  a n d  I n g l e h a r t ,  N.d.).  It  wi l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to see w h a t  it  says.



Conclusion

I n g l e h a r t ’s n u m e r o u s  w o r k s  c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

s t u d y  o f  t h e  po l i t i c a l .  H e  h a s  b e e n  e n g a g e d  in an  a m b i t i o u s  e f f o r t  to d i s c e r n  t he  

s a l i e n t  c u l t u r a l  t r e n d s  in a d v a n c e d  i n d u s t r i a l  d e m o c r a c i e s  a n d  to d e v e l o p  a r i g o r o u s ,  

p r e d i c t i v e ,  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  to e x p l a i n  w h a t  c h a n g e  t h e r e  is. Hi s  e f f o r t  is 

h a m p e r e d  by  hi s  use o f  M a s l o w ’s i d e a s  to f o u n d  hi s  t h e o r y .  He  b a c k s  a w a y  f r o m  

M a s l o w  on m a n y  o c c a s i o n s ,  a n d  r e f e r s  to h i m  less in e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  w o r k ,  b u t  

u l t i m a t e l y  hi s  e n t i r e  t h e o r y  o f  c u l t u r e  s h i f t  a n d  t h e  c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  o f  p a r t i s a n  

p o l a r i z a t i o n  as r e f l e c t i n g  a M a t e r i a l i s t  v e r s u s  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  sp l i t ,  c a u s e d  by 

i n c r e a s i n g  p r o s p e r i t y ,  is b a s e d  u p o n  M a s l o w ’s s p u r i o u s  t h e o r i e s .  E v e r y w h e r e  

I n g l e h a r t ’s t h e o r y  r u n s  i n t o  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e ,  t h e  t r o u b l e  u l t i m a t e l y  f l o w s  f r o m  t he  

M a s l o w i a n  i deas ,  a n d  c a n  be e l i m i n a t e d  by e x c i s i n g  t hos e  i deas .  I n g l e h a r t ’s d a t a ,  

d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  a n d  t h e  d a t a  o f  s e v e r a l  c r i t i c s  o f  I n g l e h a r t  s u g g e s t  r a t h e r  t h a t  

e d u c a t i o n  as a s o c i a l i z i n g  f a c t o r  is f a r  m o r e  i n f l u e n t i a l  in d e t e r m i n i n g  t he  v a l u e s  he 

d o c u m e n t s  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  c o n n e c t e d  to M a s l o w i a n  n e e d  h i e r a r c h i e s .  When  I n g l e h a r t  

c o n c e d e s  t h a t  e x p o s u r e  to t he  u n i v e r s i t y  soc i a l  mi l i e u  is a p o w e r f u l  c a u s e  o f  

P o s t m a t e r i a l i s m ,  in o r d e r  to c l i n g  to M a s l o w  he ch o o s e s  to r e g a r d  it as a s e c o n d ,  

u n r e l a t e d  c a u s e  o f  t he  v a l u e s  in q u e s t i o n ,  f a i l i n g  to a p p l y  O c c a m ’s r a z o r  a n d  

n e e d l e s s l y  m a k i n g  hi s  t h e o r y  less p a r s i m o n i o u s .  I n g l e h a r t ’s i n c o h e r e n t  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  o f  w e s t e r n  p a r t i s a n  p o l a r i z a t i o n  as M a t e r i a l  v e r s u s  

P o s t m a t e r i a l  a l so f l o w s  f r o m  t r y i n g  to f o r c e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  in his d a t a  to f i t  M a s l o w ’s 

i m a g e  o f  t h e  wo r l d .

B e c a u s e  M a s l o w  d e f i n e s  t h e  v a l u e s  in q u e s t i o n  in r e l a t i o n  to i n d i v i d u a l  

s e c u r i t y ,  wel l  b e i n g  a n d  e v e n  m e n t a l  h e a l t h ,  I n g l e h a r t ,  p l a y i n g  t he  s a m e  g a me ,  

i n v e s t i g a t e s  v a l u e s  a l o n g  s i m i l a r  l ines.  T h e  v a l u e s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  I n g l e h a r t  

a t t r i b u t e s  to t h e  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t  a n d  c o g n i t i v e l y  m o b i l i z e d  a r e  t h o s e  o f  M a s l o w ’s se l f -

48
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a c t u a l i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n g l e h a r t ’s d a t a  s h o ws  a c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t he s e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t .  M a s l o w  a n d  I n g l e h a r t ’s t h e m s e l v e s  

a r e  i n  t h a t  m i l i e u  a n d  h a v e  t h e  v a l u e s  in q u e s t i o n .  T h e  o b s e r v e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  

v a l u e s  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  M a s l o w ’s p r a i s e  m i g h t  e x p l a i n  t he  a p p e a l  o f  M a s l o w ’s t h e o r y  

o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  "need  s a t i s f a c t i o n "  d e s p i t e  i ts l ack  o f  a l e g i t i m a t e  m e t h o d o l o g y .  

U n m e d i a t e d  e c o n o m i c  d e t e r m i n i s m  is a l so  a p p e a l i n g  b e c a u s e ,  i f  it w e r e  t r u e ,  it 

w o u l d  be  e a s i e r  to d e s c r i b e  c u l t u r a l  t r e n d s ,  a n d  t h e i r  c a u s e s  in c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d ,  

m a t h e m a t i c a l  t e r m s  t h a n  i f  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l ’s s oc i a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  l a r g e l y  d e t e r m i n e s  s u c h  c u l t u r a l  ma t t e r s .  G D P  is e a s i e r  to a t t a c h  a 

m e a n i n g f u l  n u m b e r  to t h a n  soc i a l  mi l i eu .  T h e  e v i d e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o i n t s  to soci a l  

f a c t o r s  s u c h  as t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  as t h e  bes t  p r e d i c t o r  o f  t h e  t r e n d s  t h a t  

I n g l e h a r t  d ep i c t s .  R e j e c t i n g  hi s  c a u s a l  m e c h a n i s m  a n d  m o d i f y i n g  hi s  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  

o f  c u l t u r e  s h i f t  to r e f l e c t  t h i s  f a c t  w o u l d  p r o d u c e  a m o r e  p a r s i m o n i o u s  t h e o r y  w i t h  a 

b e t t e r  f i t  to t h e  d a t a .
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T a b l e  6.
A p p e n d i x  A

Values in the 1990 General Social Survey <GSS) crosstabulated with age:

M a te r ia l is t

i n-between!

Postmateria I i s t

H
Column

Total

Chi-Square

Pearson

Stat i st i c

Phi
Cramer's V 
Gamma

0-25 25-39 ! 40-54

Age

54-69

37

79

26

142
10.3

111 83

264

97

472
34.4

Value

40.22207

Value

.17122 

.12107 
- .17469

81

70+

81

174 131 94

69 29

326
23.8

241
17.6

OF

Row 
! Total 

+

| 393
j 28.6  

+

j 742 
! 54.1

16

191
13.9

ASE1

.03341

Val/ASEO

•5.17170

237
17.3

1372
10 0 . 0

S i gni f i cance

.00000

Approximate 
S i gni f i cance

.00000

.00000
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Table 7.

Values in the 1990 GSS, looking at the poles only, crosstabulated with l ib e r a l  and conservative  
views on divorce . L iberal  is defined fo r  th is  va r iab le  as desir ing  e i th e r  no change in divorce laws 
or change to make divorce eas ie r .  Conservative is defined as desir ing  more re s t r ic t io n s  on divorce  
than the present laws:

D i vorce

M a te r ia l i  st

P o stm ater ia l is t

Column 
Io ta  I

[L ibera l  J Cons j
+  +  +

149 j116

73
+  +  +

57

+  +  +

189 206
47.8 52.2

Row
Total

265
67.1

130
32.9

395
10 0 . 0

Chi-Square Value DF

1

ASE1 Val/ASEO

S i gni f i cance

Pearson

S t a t i s t i c

5.35694

Value

.02064 
Approximate 
Si gni f i cance

Phi -.11646 .02064
Cramer's V .11646 .02064
Lambda :

symmetric .05016 .03466 1.40680
with VALRC dependent .00000 .00000
with DIVLAWRC dependent .08466 .05772 1.40680

Gamma -.24387 .10149 -2.32179

T a b l e  8.

Values in the 1990 GSS, looking at the poles only, crosstabulated with 
support fo r  legal abortion fo r  any reason:

Abortion for any reason

! YES NO

M a te r ia l is t

P o stm a te r ia l is t

Column
Total

1

62

| 135
ii

+ ----------------

197
43 .7

i ?  i
i c  i

+ --------------------+

! 157 !
I II I

+ --------------------+

! 97 |

 —  +

254
56.3

Row
Total

219
48.6

232 
51.4

451
100.0

Chi-Square 

Pearson

Stat i st i c

Va lue 

40.88324 

Va lue

DF

1

ASE1

Phi -.30108
Cramer's V .30108
Lambda :

symmetric .23558 .05751
with VALUES dependent .27397 .06201
with ABORTION dependent .19289 .06946

Gamma -.55794 .06906

Si gni f i  cance 

.00000

Val/ASEO Sign if icance

3.81839
3.82532
2.51222

-6.72150

.00000

.00000
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Table 9.

Values in the 1990 GSS, looking at the poles only, crosstabulated  

HOMOSEXUALITY VIEWS

|ALWAYS 
|WRONG 
! 1

M a te r ia l i  st

P o stm a te r ia l is t

Column
Total

Ch i-Square

Pearson

205

144

ALMST AL SOMETIMES)NOT WRONG 
WAYS WRG) WRONG j AT ALL j

13 ) 25 ) 44

349
77.2

19
4.2

Va lue

48.28892

32
7.1

52
11.5

DF

3

R o m

Total

226
50.0

226
50.0

452
100 . 0

Stat i st i c

Phi
Cramer's V

Lambda :
symmetri c
with VALUES dependent 
with HOMOSEX dependent 

Gamma

Value

.32685

.32685

.18541

.26991

.00000

.67362

ASE1

.02486

.03837

.00000

.06929

Val/ASEO

6.26613
6.26613

7.37900

Table 10.

Crosstabulation of values in the 1990 GSS with level of education.

) LT HIGH 
|SCHOOL 
! 0

M a t e r ia l is t  !

in-between )

129

Educat i on

140

HIGH 
SCHOOL 

! 1

JUNIOR
COLLEGE

I 2

BACHELOR GRADUATE

211

396

-  +  — ......................-i

10 35

46 106 51

P o s tm a te r ia l is t  j 13 119 19 56 28

Column
Total

282
2 0 . 6

726
53.1

75
5.5

197
14.4

87
6.4

Chi-Square 

Pearson

Va lue 

111.48212

DF

Stat i s t i  c

Phi
Cramer's V 
Gamma

Value

.28557

.20193

.39787

ASE1

.03273

Val/ASEO

11.17865

with views on homosexuality:

S i gni f i cance

.00000

Approximate 
Si gni f i cance

. 00000

.00000

Row
Total

393
28.7

739
54.1

235
17.2

1367
100 .0

Si gni f icance

. 00000

S i gni f i cance

. 00000

.00000
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Table 11.

Values in the 1990 GSS crosstabulated with race, defined in terms of white and not white.

Race

Whi te
Row

Not White) Total

I M a t e r ia l is t  )
u !

332 |
ii

61 | 393 
| 28.6

s in-between j 
1 1

601 ) 
i i

141 | 742 
) 54.1

P o s tm a te r ia l is t  ]
ii

217 j
ii

20 j 237 
j 17.3

Column
Total

1150
83.8

222
16.2

1372
100.0

Ch i-Square Value DF Signi f icance

Pearson 14.95640 2 .00057

Stat  i st i c Va I ue ASE1
Approximate 

Val/ASEO Sign if icance

Phi
Cramer's V 
Gamma

.10441

.10441
-.10292 .05988

.00057

.00057
-1.70207
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Table 12.

Values in the 1990 GSS crosstabulated with race, defined in terms of white and not white, se lecting  
only those who have education beyond high school.

Race

Row
White |Not Whitej Total

Materi a I i s t

i n-between

Postmateri a I i s t

Column 
T ota I

51

174

97

322
89.7

29

------------1------------ +

 —  +  +

37
10.3

53
14.8

203
56.5

103
28.7

359
100 . 0

Chi-Square 

Pearson

Value 

J .16159

DF

2

S i gni f icance 

.01689

S t a t i s t i c

Phi
Cramer's V 
Gamma

Value

.15078 

.15078 
• .08506

ASE1

.13220

Approximate 
Val/ASEO S ign if icance

-.64387

.01689

.01689



A p p e n d i x  B: R e g r e s s i o n  T a b l e s

M u l t i p l e  R e g r e s s i o n  1

The impact of education and re l ig io n  on In g le h a r t 's  four-question ba tte ry :

Listwise Dele tion  of Missing Data

Equation Number 1 
Block Number 1.

Dependent V a r ia b le . .  V393 VALUE PRIORITIES 
Method: Enter

V a r ia b le (s )  Entered on Step Number 1. V367 - AGE FINISHED EDUC
2 . .  RELIGION

M u lt ip le  R .41621 Analysis of Vari ance
R Square .17323 DF Sum of Squares Mean Square
Adjusted R Square .17142 Regressi on 2 70.98246 35.49123
Standard Error .60981 Residual 911 338.76809 .37186

F = 95.44143 Si gni f F = .0000

vdi lauics in me cquatiun

V ar iab le B SE B Beta T Sig T
EDUCATION 232450 .018714 .375368 12.421 .0000
RELIGION 283696 .056181 .152600 5.050 .0000
(Constant) 1. 026512 .073388 13.988 .0000

M u l t i p l e  R e g r e s s i o n 2

The impact of age , re l ig io n  and education upon Ing leh art ' s four-question battei

L is tw ise De le t ion of Missing Data
Equation Number 1 Dependent Variab le V393 VALUE PRIORITIES
Block Number 1. Method: Enter
V a r ia b le (s )  Entered on Step Number 1 . . V373 AGE

2. . RELIG
3. . V367 AGE FINISHED EDUC RECODE

M u lt ip le  R .37351 Analysis of Vari ance
R Square .13951 DF Sum of Squares Mean Square
Adjusted R Square .13927 Regressi on 3 662 .37175 220.79058
Standard Error .61707 Residual 10729 4085 .37389 .38078

F = 579.83975

  ---------  Variables in the Equation —
V ar iab le  B SE B Beta

AGE -.003831 3.7719E-04 -.102832
RELIGION .285405 .012287 .209304
EDUCATION .155036 .006996 .225472
(Constant) 1.332961 .030191

Sign i f  F = .0000

T S i g T

-10.156 .0000
23.228 .0000
22.161 .0000 
44.151 .0000



56

Mu l t i p l e  R e g r e s s i o n  3

Regression of values with education for Spanish Eurobarometer 1987 respondents age 
the mixed values category.

L istwise De le t ion  of Missing Data
Equation Number 1 Dependent V a r ia b le . .  V393 VALUE PRIORITIES
Block Number 1. Method: Enter
V a r ia b le (s )  Entered on Step Number 1 . .  V367 AGE FINISHED EDUC RECODE

M u lt ip le  R .49168 Analysis of Variance
R Square .24175 DF Sum of Squares
Adjusted R Square .23704 Regression 1 39.07091
Standard Error .87245 Residual 161 122.54872

F = 51.32993 S ign if  F = .0000

--------------- Variab les in the E q u a t io n ................ ......................
V ar iab le  B SE B Beta T Sig T

V367(Education) .411193 .057393 .491677 7.164 .0000
(Constant) 1.105666 .153700 7.194 .0000

Mu l t i p l e  R e g r e s s i o n  4

Regression of values with education fo r  Spanish Eurobarometer 1987 respondents age 
the  mixed values category:

L is tw ise De le tion  of Missing Data
Equation Number 1 Dependent V a r ia b le . .  V393 VALUE PRIORITIES
Block Number 1. Method: Enter
V a r ia b le (s )  Entered on Step Number 1 . .  V367 AGE FINISHED EDUC RECODE

M u lt ip le  R .34045 Analysis of Variance
R Square .11590 DF Sum of Squares
A d justed  R Square .11294 Regression 1 14.33333
Standard  E r ro r  .60571 Residual 298 109.33333

F = 39.06707 S ign if  F = .0000

.................... - ...................... V a r ia b le s  in  the Equation   ........................... .........
V ar iab le  B SE B Beta T Sig T
V367(Education) .333333 .053330 .340445 6.250 .0000
(Constant) .800000 .077650 10.303 .0000

15-34, excluding

Mean Square 
39.07091 

.76117

35+, excluding

Mean Square 
14.33333 

.36689
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Mu l t i p l e  R e g r e s s i o n  5

The impact of both race and education beyond high school on the values measure constructed to 
approximate In g le h a r t 's  measure in the 1990 GSS data.

Listwise D e le t ion  of Missing Data
Equation Number 1 Dependent V a r ia b le . .  VALRC (=values)
Block Number 1. Method: Enter
V a r ia b le (s )  Entered on Step Number

1 . .  EDHILO (=education, whether beyond high school or not)
2 . .  RACERC (=white and not white)

M u lt ip le  R .22897
R Square .05243
Adjusted R Square .05104
Standard Error .65083

Analysis of Variance
DF

Regression 2
Residual 1364

Sum of Squares 
31.96807  

577.77005

Mean Square 
15.98403 

.42359

F = 37.73512 S ign if  F = .0000

Variab le
EDHILO
RACERC
(Constant)

Variables in the Equation
B

.342140 
-.043307  
1.502766

SE B 
.040187 
.047950 
.080834

Beta
.225437
.023916

T Sig T 
8.514 .0000
-.903  .3666

18.591 .0000
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Mu l t i p l e  R e g r e s s i o n  6

The impact of race on the values measure constructed to approximate In g le h a r t 's  measure in the 1990 
GSS data, se lect ing  only respondents who have education beyond high school:

Number of Missing Observations: 0
L is tw ise Dele t ion  of Missing Data 
Equation Number 1 Dependent V a r ia b le . .  
Block Number 1. Method: Enter
V a r ia b le (s )  Entered on Step Number

VALRC

1 RACERC(=Race, whether white or not)

RM u lt ip le  
R Square 
Adjusted 
Standard 
Analysis

Regressi on 
Residual

R Square 
Error  
of Variance

DF 
1

357

.01640

.00027

.00253

.64603

Sum of Squares 
.04007 

148.99614

Mean Square 
.04007 
.41736

F = .09602 S ig n i f  F .7568

---------------------------- . . .  variab les  in the Equation - -------------------------------
V ar iab le  B SE B Beta T Sig T
RACERC -.034749 .112143 - .016398 - .310  .7568
(Constant) 2.177606 .128314 16.971 .0000
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A p p e n d i x  C

T h e  A l t e r n a t i v e  to I n g l e h a r t ’s b a t t e r y ,  u s ed  in t h i s  p a p e r  w i t h  t h e  1990 G e n e r a l  
Soc i a l  S u r v e y  d a t a .

T h e  SPSS c o d e  u s e d  to p r o d u c e  a v a l u e s  m e a s u r e  in t h e  1990 GSS d a t a  w h i c h  s h o u l d  
c a p t u r e  n e a r l y  t h e  s a m e  g r o u p s  as I n g l e h a r t ’s me a s u r e :

15 i f ( j obs ec  It 3) m = m+1
16 i f ( j obs ec  ge 3) p m  = pm+1
17 i f ( j o b i n c  It 3) m = m= 1
18 i f ( j o b i n c  ge 3) p m  = pm+1
19 i f ( j o b m e a n s  It 3) p m  = pm+1
20 i f ( j o b m e a n s  ge 3) m = m+1
21 i f ( s p k a t h  =1)  p m = p m + l
22 i f ( s p k a t h  =2)  m = m + l
23 i f ( s p k m i l  =J )  p m  = p m  + 1
24 i f ( s p k m i l  =2)  m = m + l
25 i f ( s p k c o m  =1) p m = p m + l
26 i f ( s p k c o m  =2)  m = m + l
27 i f ( c o u r t s  = J) p m = p m + l
28 i f ( c o u r t s  =2)  m = m + l
29 i f ( w i r t a p  =1)  m = m  + l
30 i f ( w i r t a p  =2)  p m = p m + J
31 i f ( n a t c r i m e  =1) m = m + l
32 i f ( n a t c r i m e  ne 1) p m = p m  + l
33 i f ( n a t a r m s  =3)  p m = p m + l
34 i f ( n a t a r m s  =1)  m = m + l
35 c o m p u t e  val  = p m - m
36 i f  (va l  It 0) v a l r c  = 1
37 i f  (va l  gt  4) v a l r c  = 3
38 i f  ( (val  ge 0) a n d  (va l  le 4)) v a l r c  =

V a l r c  is t h e  v a l u e s  v a r i a b l e .  E a c h  o f  t h e  c o m p o n e n t  i t e m s  w e r e  ch o s e n  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a d d r e s s  t h e  s a m e  t y p e s  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  I n g l e h a r t  uses  in hi s  b a t t e r y .  Scores  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  I n g l e h a r t ’s h y p o t h e s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  i n c r e a s e  t h e  ’p m ’ 
c o u n t ,  a n d  c o n v e r s e l y ,  s cores  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a m o r e  M a t e r i a l i s t  v i e w  i n c r e a s e  t h e ’m ’ 
c o u n t .  T h e  v a r i a b l e  ’v a l ’ is t h e  scor e  o f  ’p m ’ m i n u s  t h a t  o f ’m ’, a n d  g i ves  e a c h  
r e s p o n d e n t  a p l a c e  on a sca le  f r o m  v e r y  M a t e r i a l i s t  to v e r y  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t .  V a l r c  
r e d u c e s  t h e  sca l e  to t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  a r b i t r a r i l y  c h o s e n  to r e f l e c t  r e l a t i v e l y  p o l a r  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  c a p t u r e  s i m i l a r  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  as I n g l e h a r t ’s m e a s u r e .

T h e  v a r i a b l e s  ’J o b s e c ’, ’J o b i n c ’ a n d  ’J o b m e a n s ’ a r e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h o w  
i m p o r t a n t  j o b  s e c u r i t y ,  i n c o m e  a n d  h a v i n g  o n e ’s j o b  m e a n  s o m e t h i n g  a r c  to t he  
r e s p o n d e n t ,  i d e a s  w h i c h  I n g l e h a r t  r e l a t e s  to t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  M a t e r i a l i s t s  a n d  
P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s .  T h e  v a r i a b l e s  ’S p k a t h ’, ’S p k m i l ’ a n d  ’S p k c o m ’ a r e  w h e t h e r  t he  
r e s p o n d e n t  f ee l s  a t h e i s t s ,  m i l i t a r i s t s  a n d  c o m m u n i s t s  s h o u l d  be a l l o w e d  to p u b l i c l y  
v o i c e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s ,  c a p t u r i n g  I n g l e h a r t ’s n o t i o n  t h a t  P o s t m a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  m o r e  
l i k e l y  to e m p h a s i z e  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  t h a n  M a t e r i a l i s t s .  V a r i a b l e s  ’C o u r t s ’ a n d  
’W i r t a p ’ q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  f e e l s  c o u r t s  a r e  t oo h a r s h  or  too l e n i e n t ,  
a n d  w h e t h e r  p o l i c e  c a p t u r i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  M a t e r i a l i s t s  e m p h a s i z e  s oc i e t a l  o r d e r .  
T h e  v a r i a b l e  ’N a t a r m s ’ asks  w h e t h e r  we s p e n d  e n o u g h  on  d e f e n s e ,  t a p p i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  
t h a t  M a t e r i a l i s t s  a r e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  s ec u r i t y .
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