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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to examine the operations
of colonial taverns in tidewater Virginia. Because
Williamsburg taverns receive special attention, the study
is limited to the years 1700-1774.

Since taverns served the traveling public, the General
Assenbly and county courts passed laws regulating their
number and activities., These laws not only protected the
traveler, assuring him of adequate acaommod#tions, but
also guarded the tavern keeper from unfair competition
and irresponsible customers.

Laws required that all taverns supply travelers with
lodging, food, and drink for himself, his horse, and his
servant. Though accommodations were seldom elaborate,
they were usually adequate.

farger taverns, found in Williamsburg and along princie
pal travel routes, provided facilities for additional
sexvices: club activities, special social events such as
balls, dinners, and lecturesy political and civic meetings;
commercial activities, ranging from public auctions to
small business meetings. Tavern keepers often profited
from the attention and additional business which these

services attracted.



Bince Williamsburg was the capital of the colony,
the activities of its tavern keepers were largely
determined by the fluctuations of seasonal visitation.
During Public Times, tavern keepers were busy satisfying
the demands of the crowds of visitors. At other times,
when there ane few customers, Williamsburg tavern

keepers often supplemented their incomes by working at

trades.

vi



TAVERNS IN TIDEWATER VIRGINIA, 1700-1774



CHAPIER X

IMPORTANCE OF THE TAVERNS

Increased trade brought about by the continued west-
ward settlement of colonial Virginia created the need for
public houses along the established travel routes. The
*original igtention, an@ proper Use" of these houses was
congidered by a miéaeiqhtacnth_aenﬁuty Virginian to be
"the Reception, Accommodation, and Rafreshment of the
weary andlheniéhted Traveilii;fl ?heae_aftiblishmants
were referred to in a number of ways -~ taverns, inns,
a:aingriea. public houses, and tippling houses -~ but as
saver&l.eighteenth»genﬁury travelers naﬁgd there was no
real distinction between the terms.2 In imitation of the
English hostelries some innkeepers used the terms taverns
and inns to describe the 1axgar{ better furnished

esteblishments and the teims prdinaries and tippling

;girginiguaazgete (Buntex), April 12, 1751, p. 3.

27. P. D. Smyth,. “Fravels in Virginia., in 1773,°
Virginia Historical Register, vI{1853), 87. Hereafter
cited as Smyth; “"Travels".

" [PFdward Kimber7, “Observations in Several Voyages
and Travels in<Ameri¢a.“ William and Mary Quarterly. ist
ser., XV (1907), 153.
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houses for the smaller, less pretentious ones, but these
meanings tended to become as interchangable during the
eighteenth century #S_dq;gux pM§aanta&ayx§£¢:enc§a to
motels, hotels, gﬁaAQgggg For the convenience of the
reader the term tavern will be used in this study to
refer to all the eightce#thacéntﬁiy public establishments.
wh; taverns, whose baaié éervice was to provide the
public with food, drink, and lodging, usually offered
-additianél services. One function was to supply a social
center -~ mainly for informal gatherings in the public
rooms but also for balls, banquets, and various private
gatherings. Commercial activities also centered around
the taverns. Auctions were often held on the front steps
and business and civic meetings took place inside. The
extent of the services available at individual taverns
varied somewhat, depending on the location of the tavern,
the personality of the innkeeper, and the clientele.
This role of serving as a social, pelitical and com-
mercial center was true of both the taverns found in the
towns and the country taverns located along the principal
travel routes and at crossroads, ferries and county court-
nouses. It ia interesting to note that many places where
there were country taverns during the eighteenth century

have been developed into towns and cities today.’



Puring the early part of the eighteenth century in the
tidewater section of Virginia and for the entire pericd in
the western parts of the colony, taverns and other evi-
dences of civilization were scarce. ‘Travelers often ‘want
great distances thmmgh the undisturbed forests without
neeting a single person, Agzan(:is Iﬁuiﬁ ﬁ%ﬁ#}lﬁlg ia{, Bwisa
who visited thé colony at the beginning of the eightsenth
mtury, described some of the ‘hardships encountered by
early travelersy

This day I missed the road, X travelled till
noon without food in great heat through the
wilderness, but did not meeét a single person,
the road becoming smaller and smaller, so that
I feared something untoward might happen....X
was alone and lost in this wild place....Thus
I continued my journey with apprehensive
thoughta and hungry. I gould see few signs
that people were living near. (Otherwise it
was my habit when I traveled through the
country, to inguire about the way and to mark
all the roads, which I was to meet, upon a
paper, Then I added how far I was sway from
such roads, in short I noted all the
accompanying eircmmﬁes and how the right
way could be known.)3

Ioneliness, the fear of becoming lost, and an

indifferent road system were not the eonly drawbacks to

3William J. Hinke, tr. and ed., "Report of the
Journey of Francis louis Michel from Berne, Switzerland,
to ?&tgmm, %t@har 2, 1‘701 ~ Decenbexr -1, 1702,%
) 24 X » Y. XXIV (1916),

139. ﬂareaﬁ;er cited m' m«mz, “aamtt;‘



early travel. Finding a shelter for the night was
another. Michel also told of being "compelled to tmke
lodging in remote places where there was but a single
house.*? The Reverend Andrew Burnaby, an English clergy-
man who traveled in Virginiz nearly sixty years after
Michel, came upon a discouraging situntion after riding
in the rain one afternoont

My accommodations this evening were extremely

bad; I had been wet to the skin in the after-

noon; and at the miserable plantation in which

I had taken shelter, I could get no fire;

nothing to eat or dripk but pure water; and

not aven a blanket to cover me, I threw myself

down upon my mattress, but suffered so much

from cold, and was s¢ infested with insects

and vermin, that I could not close my eyes.

I rose early in the morning, ?xemfam, and

preceeded upon ny journey....

Being dependent upon local farmhouses for sﬁelmm
one often found communsl aleeping accommodations. An
interasting contrast to the way two noted Virginians
reacted@ to similar sleeping arrangements is illustrated
by their comments. George Washington was only seventeen

when he wrote in Noverber of 1749 that he had not

4mhia., 140.

{Cornell vnivursihy Press, 196&), PD. 44-«3;5.



"sleep’d above three Nights or four in a bed® during the
past month but “after Walking a gooed deal all the Day lay
amm before the firt upon a Im:t:le Hay Btraw Podder ox
bairak&n Wxiah mress ia to be had with Man ‘Wife and Childe
ren like a Parcel ai’, Dogs oxr Catts &happy he -that gets

the Berth nearest the fi.rm“&

¥hile surveying the boundary
between *f-ix\'g.inia and North Caroline in 1728, the tidowaterx
planter William Byrd 11 and those accompanying him were
forced to spend numerous nights in the cpggu 611& evening
when they had outridden their baggage. the group stopped
at a farm where z:hey» *found the hougekeeping much better
than the house.® Byr& wrote that they were "obliged to
lodge very sociably in the same apartment with the family,
where, reckoning women and children, we mustered in alli
no less than hine persons, who all pigged it lowvingly
togathers. «?

Throughout the eighteenth cmhmxry travelers commented

on the hos,ﬁitable manner in which planters often treated

6d'alm C. Fitzpatrick, ed., George hi . G .l
Traveller (Indianapolis, 1927}, p. 23. Hez:aafter cited as

Fitzpatrick, Colonial Traveller.

7Louis B, Wright, ed., The Prose Works of William
Byrd of Westover {(Cambridge, 1966}, p. 318.



strangers as well as frienda. Michel, visiting the colony
at the beginning of the century when there were few
tavexns, found that it was “possible to travel through

the whole country without money, except when ferrying
across a river."® fThnis extension of hospitality granted
the planter a welcome relief from his usual secluded life.
In fact a law passed in 1663 provided that unless a
'agaaific agreement had been arranged to pay for accomie~
dations of food and shelter, no guest could be forced to
pay however long he might remain under his host's rmf,g
Robert Beverley, another planter, wrote in his history of
Virginia that hospitality was also extended when the
pluntere were absent. m;ders were left directing “their
Principal Servant to entertsin all Visitors, with every
thing the Plantation affords." Bven the "poor Planters
who have but one Bed,...very often sit up, or lie upon a
Porm or Counh all Night, &0 make room for a weary Traveller,

to repose himself after his %uzncy;“le

Snichel, “"Report,® 114.

Swilliam W. Hening, ed., Statutes at Large... (Rich=

10pcbert Beverley, tor ~ :
Virgs.n;t.&, ed. by Louis B. Wright it‘:hapal Hill, 3.94?),,
p. 312,




One might suspect that this generous offer of hos-
pitality caused friction between the planters and tavern
keepers. 1In describing his travels in Virginia during
1??3, J. P. D. Smyth, an Englishman, noted:

When a person of more genteel figure than
comuon calls at an ordinary (the name of
their inns), for refreshment and lodging

for a night, as soon as any of the gentlemen
of fortune in the neighbourhood hears of it,
he either comes for him himself, or sends
him a polite and pressing invitation to his
house, where he meets with entertainment and
accommodation, infinitely superior, in every
respect, to what he could have received at
the inn. If he should happen to be fatigued
with travelling, he is treated in the most
hospitable and genteel manner; and his
servants and horses also fare plenteously,
for as long a time as he chooses to stay.
All this is done with the best grace
imaginable, without even a hint being
thrown out of a curiosity or wish to know
his name.ll -

Another traveler, the English actor John Bernard who
spent the summer of 1799 in Virginia, confirmed@ Smyth's
observation. Bernard explained that when visitors were
taken from taverns to plantations, the planters appeased

the innkeepers with gifts.la

llgnytn, "Pravels,” 138-139.

1255hn Bernard, Retrospections of America, 1797-1811,
ed. by Mrs. Bayle Bernard (New York, 1887), p. 153.



Most . travelers.during the colenial period made use of
ianﬁ or water routes ér;a;nawbinaﬁien_oﬁ the . two, The
ﬁ@tﬁnﬁk.af-navigablé‘fivaxg.pzaéiﬁaﬁ.ecnvanient access by
‘éaterita mast of the settled parts of the tidewater area.
Water travel ﬁal;ya:eieuxarlyApraétieal-in the early
eolonial period when there were few roads and.most of the
settlemagtéjbarﬁézaa oﬁ gharriv&r$; &ﬁtér_aé,settlements
dispersed and moved beyond the fall line into the piedmone,
land travel becamé.neéessary. Than, tod, land routes were
mé:e ugeful to the traveler going north or scuth than to
one 3ﬁu;aQYing~enst.arfwust, yeé as a result 9£¢tha
g&agr&phy of virgiﬁia n¢~t;avelei coﬁi&«gé farian land
without having to cross one or more rivers. Weather
conditions also determined whether a trip was taken by
water or by land., During stormy weather the water routes
were avolded; on the other hand, in the spring when certain
roads were flooded traveling by water was often advisable.

The uca:eity_bf taverns which was noted by travelers
in the early vears was offset ﬁn more land routes were

ustﬁbl;shed; By the mi§~eightianth century, roads



reached out northwest, south, and east from the capital
of the calany.la
The most traveled route extended northwest from
Williamsburg passing Chiswell's Ordinary, then to Ashley's
Ordinary and crossing the Pamunkey River at Claiborne's
Perry. <Continuing northwest one passed Mill'‘s Ordinary
and came to the ordinary at King William Courthouse.
There the roads branched and the traveler heading north
had several choices‘l4 The time of the year and the
weather rather than the shortest distance often determined
the route taken. George Washington, for instance, in
going from Williamsburg to Mt. Vernon often crossed the
Potomac te Port Tobacco, Maryland, and then recrossed the

river near his plantation. The “Patomac Path®” between

Predericksburg and Occoguan, which Washington and other

{2nd ed., 1755, which ineludes John nalrympie 8 roaés
and tables). Hereafter cited as Pry-Jefferson Map.

14£g§gbz for the route followed by Daniel Fisher
when he traveled from Williamsburg to Philadelphia see
Daniel Pisher'’s Journal, 1750-~1755, published as “The
Pisher History," in Louise P. du Bellet, Some Prominent

Virginia Families (Lynchburg, 1907), IX, 788-793,
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travelers often avoided, was swampy and nearly impassable
at certain seasons of the yeax,lg

If a traveler wanted the most direct route from
Williamsburg to aﬁpagaiia he could take the northeastern
road from King William Qaurthcuﬁ&i crossing the Mattopony
River by ferry to Walkerton. Then he continued past
Tappahannock, crossing the Rappahannock River at Corbin's
Ferry, and traveled north to the Potomac where he boarded
a ferry across to Port Tbbacaa.lé

The alternate route to Annapolis from Fredericksburg,
the “Patomac Path led noxth and east from Fredericksburg
and crossed the headwaters of a number of estuary creeks.
This road passed through the towns of Dumfries and Cole
q&aatez to Cameron's Ordinary at Belhaven. Then one
turned east to Alexandria, crossed the Potomac, and con~
tinued northeast to annapnzisg27

Most eighteenth-century travelers followed one of

these routes; however, as additional public ferries were

D 35F1tzgatridk. ﬁa;ania; Traveller, 9» 142. E&ﬁ
F%faatnote following . ﬁhe entry for April 1%, 1760.




established, other roads were available to the traveler,
At mid«century William Clifton advertised a "most con-
venient and short Road from Annapolis to Williamsburg.”®
The advantage of this route, though the distance was
"greater than the Common Computation, " was that the
Potomac River was “narrow at this Place and passable in
almost all Weather.” Besides “a ready Passage over
Patomack River,” Clifton assured the readers of “good
Entertainment for Man and Horse. w18
A traveler bound west across the Blue Ridge went
north from King William Courthouse and crossed the Mat-
tapony at Todd's Ordinary, where by 1751 there was a
bridge. He then proceeded northwaest to Predericksburg
and crossed the Rappahannock River at Falmouth, Con=-
tinuing in a northwesterly direction, he eventually
passaed Picket's, Barding's, Nevil's, and Watt's ordinaries
before coming to Ashby's Gap in the Blue Ridge Mountains .1?
There was likewise traffic going south from Williamse

burg to Edenton, Horth Carclina. This route passed from

mﬁézmw_gg, August 5, 1746, p. 4. c‘:nlnnial
wWilliamsburg microfilm, M~1100-l. Herecafter Colonial
Williamsburg microfilm will be indicated by the number
Aénly;

”gmww¢



Williamsburg to Jamestown, then crossed the James River
into Surry County and continued in a southernly direction
into North earalinaigﬁ
The route east from Williamsburg was the shortest,
passing through Yorktown and on to the Half-way House, an
ordinary sbout midway between Williamsburg and Hampton.
From there the traveler continued southeast to Hampton and
crossed Hampton Roads by boat to ﬁoxfoxk.zl
A variety of people using these roads during the
eighteenth century stopped at taverns along_the way?
farmers taking their tobacco to the nearest warehouse or
stopping .at the local tavern to chat with friends and
hear the latest news, friends paying social calls, merw-
chants and planters making business trips, and statesmen
going to and from the capital. Though some of the visitors

were from the other colonies, more than half of the

travelers were foreigners: most were English but others

201biq..

TN



were French, Germans and Swiss. This group included mili-
tary men, evangelists, men seeking buainess epportunities,
government representatives; scholars, scientists, and

tcuristalz?

22910 Introduction to Jane Carson, Travelers in
Tidewater Virginia, 1700-1800 (Williamaburg, 1965),
xi and xii, classifies tha foreign viasitors.

13



CHAPTER II

LAWS GOVERNING TAVERNS

Since taverns served the pub;ict‘gdéeﬁﬁﬁéiéﬁ}e§u~
lations were necessary o protect Both patrons and inn-
kéépert; fha*t;Sveler neeé;é SémeVanakranééiﬁg’fggri
prices, adeguate food and étiﬁk. and clean lﬁéging;q in
order to provide the gservices expected innkeepers aleo
nesded protection £§amﬁuﬁf$ir campat#;ioﬁ. overextension
of credit, and &amaées from the disorderly conduct of
their clients.

Formal regulation became necessary in the first thira
of the seventeenth century, when a large number of taverns
had ep&ﬁng up‘in'aamastaﬂn and surrounding settlements.
'As early as 1638 the General Assembly limited the prices
that a tavern keeper could charge for a meal or a gallon
of beer to six ;cunﬂ$“§£ tobacco or eighteen pence, By
the next'year,'1639; commiseions were being issued by the
governor to individual tavern keepers. These commissions

specified that no unlawful games or disorders should teke

is



place at ghe_taverns,l In 1655 the General Assembly
gggnted the county courts authority to license taverns and
ferries. Several years later authority to set maximum
pricea‘far:dxiﬁks was also granted to the county caurts.a

'The';ct of 1705 was a general restatement with amend-
ments of the seventeenth-century legislation. The pro-
visions required the usc of sealed weights and measures;
sllowed for the sale of bottled ligquors: stated the pro-
cadure for abtainipg=a license as well as the penalty for
retailing liquors without a license; set up regulations
against unlawful gaming and drunkenness:; granted to the
county coﬁrts the right to set annually the maximum prices
for liquor, food, lodging, and fodder; and placed limits
on the amount of credit which innkeepers could extend.
A second comprehensive act which incorporated all earlier
provisions was passed in 1?48.3

Another act passed in 1705 protected the licensed

taverns from unfair competition. Por instance, no

e

1notes from Council and General Court records made
by Conway Robinson and printed in Virginia Magazine of

History and Biography, XIV (1906-1907), 189.

2yilliam W. Hening, ed., Statutes at Large...{Rich~
mond, 1810-1823), I, 411 and 521. Hereafter cited Hening,

Statutes.
31bid.., III, 3954005 VI, 71-76.

15



innkeeper could be licensed within ten miles of & town,
public ferry, or courthouse. Also when a new ferry crosse
ing was. established the keeper was given a monopoly for

oparating a tavern at the femfy.é."

These provisions were
negessary to protect t}.}‘a keepors of country taverns whose
business was dften more that of providing a service than
making a living,

When towns such as Williamsburg and Norfolk were
incorporated, the Hustings Court received the same
suthority to issue licenses and regulate taverns that

3 This legislation,

the county courts were given earlier.
which m‘ pasged for Williamesburg in 1723, was evidently
Aisregarded since York County and presumably James City
County continued to issue licenses to taverns in the
capital. An attempt was made in 1742 to correct this
situation when another law was passed which gave the

Hustings Court sole power over the taverns in Williamsburg

4mpia., 13T, 406 and 474.
5&*4 W# 138~-139: VI, 263-264.

ﬁmga. ’ v, 207,. See York County Wills anhd Inven-
tories, XVIII (1732-1740), 29, 64, 589 for ordinary li-
censes issued in 1732, 1733, and 1739 to Henry Wetherbuxn
and pages 344, 426, 493 for ordinary licenses issued in
1737, 1738, and 1739 to John Parker. (M-1~9)

6

L
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The most direct means of regulating taverns was by
controlling the number of ordinary licenses issued.
Petitioning the county courts for a license was the first
requirement for opening a tavern. Before grantiag’a-iiw
¢éense the court considexed “the convenience of the place

—-proposed”. as-well a6 the petitioner's ability to provide
adequate “lodging, and entertainment for travellers, their
servants and horees.® Since running a tavern necessitated
a considerable outlay of capital, the courts granted
licenses only to those who could provide "all things
necessary for entertainment, and have housing fitting for
the same.” After approving the petition the court re~
quired the innkeeper to post a bond of ten thaﬁsaﬁ&
pounds of tobacco or £ifty gounﬁa current money. The
court alsc collected a fee of thirty~five shillings
current money ornfiétytgcanda‘df tobacco for each

ordinary license which;itiisaueéﬁ?

'Hening, Statutes, III, 396-397; IV, 415; VI, 71.

Bvidently a license to sell ale and cakes was
saparate from an ordinary license. In the 1690°'s the Surry
County Courts granted one George Pester “a Lysence to sell
Ale and Cakes™ at his house but "not tO retail any other
Liquor, nor suffer any unlawful Gaming.® Surry County
Oorders (1691-1718), p. 3. (M-117-25) -



As an example the petition and ordinarxy license
granted by the York County Court to Edward Ripping in
Sﬁgtmer of 1718 read:

Know all men by these presents that We
Edward Ripping Henry Holdoraft & David Cuninghawm
of the County of York are held & firmly bound
unto our Sovergign Lord King George by the
Crace of God of Great Britain France & Ireland
defander of the faith &< in the Sum of Ten
thousand pounds of Tobacco Convenient in the
seid County of York to which payment well &
only to be made to our Sovereign Loxrd the King
his heirs & Successors We bind our Selves &
gvery of us our & avery of our heirs Executors
- & Administrators Jointly & Severally firmly by
thase presents. Sealed with our Seals & Dated
this 15¢h day of September 1718.

The Condition of this Obligation is such
that whereas the above bounded Edward Ripping
hath an order this day Granted him for a
Lycense to keap Sn Ordinary at his now dwelling
’wu&a; in williamsburgh in this County for the
year next ansulng if therefore the said Edward
Ripping doth Constantly £ind & provide in his
said Ordinary Good wholsoma & cleanly lodging
& Dyet for Travellers & Stableage fodder & ;
provendar ©r pasturage & provender {as the
Season shall require) for their horses from
the dnte of their presents for & during the
Term of (ne year & Shall not Suffar & permitt
any unlawfull Gaming in hie house nor on the
Sabbath day Suffer any person to Tipple & drink
more than is necessary Jhen this Obligation to
be void or olse to remain in f£ull force & virtue.

At & Court held for York County
Soptember 15, 1718 8

. Byork County Orders, Wills, XV (1716-1720), 335.
(Me1-7}



The penalty for operating a tavern without a license
was & fine of two thousand pounds of tobacco in 1705 ox

ten pounds current money in 1748. Por failure to .pay

the fee or present security within sixz months, the punighe

ment was twenty-one 1@§has st the public whigping.goa%.g
Violations of these regulations were evidently frequent,
for the governor, the Council, and the treasurer of .the
colony published notices urging the courts to be more
strict in issuing tavern licenses and obtaining the
necessary feen. This notice fignea by Gavaxnbf*?auquieg

appeared in the Virginis Gapette in 1766:

WHEREAS I have received certain and frequent
information that I am injured to the amount
of a large sum of money annually, by the inw
dulgence shown to the keepere of ordinaries,
in not compelling them to renew their licenses,
according to laws ‘This is to desire that the
Judges on the respective. Benches would take
care that justice is done to the country as
wall as myself. in thie point, by directing
that the Clerk of the Court keep a correct
register of the dates of the licenses
granted, and report to the Court the tinme

of the expiration of each license. And

the Ring's Attornies are hereby reguired

to present, and prosecute, all such offenders
against law as shall presume to keep open

%tening, Btatutes, FIT, 396; VI, 73.

19



ordinary, and sell liguors, after the

expiration af the term for which the last

license was g::antaﬁ.lﬁ

The Governor's notice may have been effective for a
short time, but several years later the Council guestioned
the fact ‘that the population of the colony was growing
whersas the fees obtained frow ordinary licenses were
decreasing. At their December 15, 1769 meeting the
Council reguested that a notice be placed in the Virginia
Gazette ordering the county clerks to collect the fee when
the bond for a tavern license was issued. Tavern ‘kespers
were reminded that failure to obtain or renew a license
or to pay the fee subjected them to prosecution by the
king's attorney of ‘their &thy&l'l

On several occasions during the second half of the
eighteenth century a special tax was placed on ordinary
licenses. These taxes were levied during times of public
emergency and wexe thought to be "easy to the people and

not 5o buxthensome as a poll-tax.” ¥For instance, in 1771

10yizginia gazette (Purdie & Dixon), November 27,
1766, p. 2. |

1laen3min J., Hillman, ed‘,
il of Colonial Virginia

20



"an Act for the Relief of the Sufferers by the lLoss of
Tobacco Damaged or Burnt in Several Warehouses® reguired
that a duty of twenty shillings be pald to the county
alexrk before a tavern license be ,igmﬁz Bvidently
the treasurer of the golony, Robert Carter m:.am:.nﬁ. had
difficulty collecting these taxes, for several notices were
published in the ¥irginia Car¢tte between 1766 and 1771
reminding the sheriffs to he more conscientious in col-
lecting various taxes, including those on tavern licenses,
which had fallen intc arresrs.'>

Bewides licensing taverns the county courts had
authority to set maximum prices that could be charged.
These rates were usually determined at the March meeting
of the court and included liquors, diet, lodging, fodderx,
provender and pasturage. Within a month the innkeeper was
expected to obtain a copy of the rates from the county
clerk and post the rates in the public room of his tavern,

Court action was taken againxt tavern keepers who failed

”vg,rg;_g- ia Gazette (Rind), December 28, 1769, p. 13

Hening, Btatutes, VIIXI, 493-508.

13yirainia Gagette (Purdie & Dixon), July 4, 1766,
p. 37 (Rind), December 25, 1766, p. 2; {(Purdie & Dixon},
April 14, 1768, p. 27 July 18, 1771, p. 1.



to post the current prices or overcharged their customers.
The innkeeper was not only fined by the court but was also
forced to give ten ghillings to €he infamxf.m
Bven though tavernsa were condidered public places,
cartain groups such as seamen, sorvants and students were
restricted in their use of the taverns. These people were
not considered responsible since they could not be sued
in court for debts or misbehavicr., Thus, entertaining
seanen and servants without written permission of the
ship's commander or master of & servant was forbidden by
law. Innkeepers convicted of ignoring this law were sub-
ject to having their téve:na closed to the public for as
long as the justices of the county court saw fit.)‘s
Occasionally other groups were axcluded from the .
taverns. In 1701 the General Assenbly forbade tavern
keepers from entertaining (selling food or drink to) the
men who were working on the Capitol. This restraint was
imposed "for the better Management to the Workmen and

Laborers for their more regular living in Order to the

lyening, Statutes, IXX, 395-400; VI, 71-76.
15gening, statutes, IIX, 395-400; VI, 25 and 7176,
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better persueing their Works." An innkeeper who trans-
gressed could have his tavern license suspended and be
fined according to the law which forbade selling drinks
to aarvanta;ag
A rule passed in 1754 by the president and masters
of the College of William and Mary forbade the students
from frequenting the taverns in or near Williamsburg
except at the request of relatives or clese ﬁrienﬂa,l?
In later years the rules concerning the students® use of
the Williamsburg taverns were relaxed, for by the 1760's
and 1770's several socialeintellectual societies were
meeting at the Raleigh and other eamarm,m Upon gradu-
ation in May, 1‘?75,‘ Walker Maury, one of the ushers at
the college and 8 member of the P. H. C. society, gave a
party for his friends at one of the taverns. The students

failed to get permission to atay out late and remained at

‘ lsa copy of this law appears in York c:ounty Ma,
araexsg Wills, X1 uags-.zvazs , 500~501. {N~l-5)

1liam and Mary Qu « 1lst ser., IX {1893~
3.894}; 53. > P ;

18 é’m &Kaan, ' ; ‘ 310 ;
P. B C. (Williamsburg, 1965}, 9. 1. Also the statament
of family tradition by Major Innés Randolph that members
of the F. H. €. "met in-the upper room of the tavern and
that their laughter shook the house.” William and Mary
Quarterly, lst aser., XXV (1917), 1le2. '




the tavern "till one of them at least was in Liguor, and
&ié not take care to see him gquietly lodged in his room so
as to prevent his making a midnight disturbance at the
eallaga.“lg Since there were few rooms at the college
suitable for the use of organized groups these students
were allowed to meat at the tavexns; on the other hand,
individual students were still not pexrmitted to “fregquent™
the taverns.

After the mid-eighteenth century most of the new
laws governing taverns were concerned with gambling. 1In
?itqinia'gaMhling was considered a gentleman’s privilege,
forbidden to members of the working cla;a -= apprentices,
craftsmen, laborers, seamen Qﬁd servants -~ since gambling

20 A law passed in

caused them to neglect their work.
1740 imposed a ten-pound fine on an innkeeper who per=
mitted pliy at any game of cards or dice, except back-
gammon. PFour years later an amending act added to the

number of games exeép@aﬁ'an&fcut*in half the amount of

xgynﬁulty Minutes, May 18, 1775, printed in William

and Mary Quarterlx, 18t aeru. XIv {1906)¢ 244,

20por & discussion 6f the gambling habits of Vir-

ginians see: Jane Carson, Colonial virginians at Plav,
(Williamsburg, 1965), pp. 49-55.



the fine. Persons at a tavern, a race track or any other
public place wexe ﬁaﬁbi&den»fram'playingfgamés {except
billia:és;‘hadKQamman,andfh@w&s}iar betting on the hands
©of . those who played. -If convicted t&eg were subject to
a fine of five pounds. Likewide a tavern keeper who per-
mitted unlawful gaﬁbi&ggnatihiaihonsé, shed, booth, arbor,
or stall, upon conviction, was fined five pounds. Also
any justice who observed such gaming and failed to issue
a warrant was, if convicted, subject to a fine of five
pounds. In 1748 another act for preventing excessive and
deceitful gaming, set the same fines for players, inn-
keepers, and justices if éonv;eteﬁé however, to the list
of games which were excgpﬁedf(hizligyaa, backgamson, and
bowls) were added chess and draughts. Though laws which
attempted to limit gambling in public places continued to
be passed, thie legislation was less restrictive, the fines
were lessened, and the number of games which were con-
sidered lawful was enlaxgadﬁzl
Regulations which limited the amount of credit in

liq&ar,ﬁhit‘an»innkéégér could extend wéze ipiﬁffgct

3lyening, Statutes, V. 1025103, 228-250; VI, 7
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during most of the eighteenth century. These laws, though
unpopular with innkeepers, prevented the extension of
credit to persons from whom the tavern keeper would be
unable to collect and thus helped to protect him from
going into debt. Another -resson for the limitation was
stated in the act of 1705:

+«sthe unlimited credit given...to seamen and’

others, where they spend not only their ready

money, but their wages and other goods, which

shouid be for the support of themselves and

families, ia found preiudicial, and occasions

many persons nearly free, to run away to the

neighboring plantations, to the great dis-~

a&vantaqe af this country.
ma munt Gf cxeait which hmkeugexs caum ex!:end
annually to rasmnaible Virginiana was !:hraa hundred
pmmda m‘f tobacco, sgilars attaahﬁei t:u any ﬁ‘hip mﬁ pers
aﬁms who were not the maatert of m szmnta m: wha did
naf; have property valued at fi.fty munﬁs atexling c:r
mr& mm not ancwed any am&iﬁ.zz

i‘he 17&5 law evi.daneiy prave& tca leniexzt, £or by
1734 the extension of credit ;m& brought **impeverismm:
and ruin to many poor families® we presumably to families

of innkeepers as well as those who patronized the taverns.

2241,14,, IIX, 400.
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As a result the amount of credit for liquor vhich could
be extanaaﬁ_anﬁuglly'was reduced to twenty sﬁillinga,
During Public Times (the time in the agring.aad‘fgll when
thguﬁener&llaauxt sat) the innkeepers aﬁ_Wiiliam#buxg
were exempt from this restriction and allowed to issue
c¢redit to anycne,zs

Between 1744 and 1765 tavern keepers presented a
nunber of petitions to the House of Burgesses protesting
the twenty-shilling limitation of credit on liquor. The
-innkeepers of Williamsburg and Yorktown in 1744 requested
a repeal of the 1734 statute stating that "great Incon-.
veniences, as well as manifest Losses in their Way of
Business” were caused by the law. Two years later (1746)
the innkeepers of Williamsburg requested permission to
extend unlimited credit thronghout the year and not just
during Public Times, since "they.are at other times undex
& necassi%y of giving Credit te‘many~9ers¢ns,524 é
After sending petitions to the General: Assenbly for

nearly twenty years the innkeepers of Yorktown finally

231bid., 1v, 428,

24ﬁ§n§y R. McIlwaine, ed., Journals of the House of
Burgesses of Virginia, 1742-1747 {(Richmond, 1903), p. 94

and 202. BHereafter cited as Mcllwaine, J. H. B.
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succeeded in getting part of the limitations on. credit re-
moved. As a result of a petition presented in November,
1762, an amending act was passed stipulating that tavern
keepars could extend as much credit as they thought
proper; however, the usual reatriction on extending credit
to. seamen was included and al$aixasi§§nts of the.county
or town were excluded from the open credit ax:angem&nt»25
This last restriction prevented the local drunks from
loitering at the taverns and drinking more than they
could pay for.

CTwo years later tavern keepers were still trying to
remove the restriction limiting credit to residents. 3In
May. 1765, the "Innholders® of Williamsburg, Norfolk,
Hampton, Yorktown, and Gloucester united and presented
such a petition, but it was rejeateéiga Thus the linmi-
tation of credit. for local residents continuad through

1774.27

zSXbidg, {1761-1765), p. B8l; Hening, Btatutes, VII,
595=596 . "
26y Iiwaine, 3. H. B. (1761-1765), p. 330.

2” s U : B
“Hening, Statutes, X, 145-147.
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The General Assenbly also passed laws which limited
the outside activities of tavern keepera. For instance,
an act concerning juries which was passed in 1748 listed
innkéeparé amﬁng*thésé»wan who could not serve as -
jurora;éa Tavern Keepers were ‘excluded since their
business. services weré expecially needed when the courts’
were in session. Another law stated %ﬁ “no” inspector
of tobacco...be allowed to keep an ordinary, or house of
entartainment, at or near ‘the warehouse where he ‘is an
insPaetor.“zg

Taws regulating taverns were hot strictly enforced
or obeyed during the eighteenth century; however, the
paucity of surviving iﬂformatian and the loss of many of
the court records makes it impossible to determine the
frequency -of violations. That tavern'lagialaﬁionfeanv
tinued to be written throughout the century indicates that
©ld laws.were broken and new ones were needed.  The fact
that a tavernﬁgeeyax~waa charged with violating a regu-

lation dié.nptvneaessazily indicate an infraction since

28xpig., Vv, 523.
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with the keen competition among innkeepers fhlge’¢haxgea
were often brought, Examples in the following paragraphs
indicate aamé’af'théﬁfégulafians which tavern keepers were
accused of violating.

Retailing liguors without-a license was one of the
more serious offenses. For example, Gabriel Maupin, the
firah-off;‘fumily cﬁ‘ﬂiiliaéSburg ta&ex#»keepexa;>was
convicted and fined two thousand pounds of tobacco. for
such a vielation. Bvidently Maupin paid this fine, for
several years later (1714) he was granted a license to
open a tavern at his house in williamsbu:gﬁsa

Occasionally tavern keepers were accused of over-~
charging. Jean Marot, who ¢perated a popular Williamsbuyxg
tavern from 1705 until 1717, was twice found guilty of
"Selling Liquors at Higher Rates than is Set.”  XIn both
1710 and 1713, after admitting that he was at fault and
agreeing to pay the‘fine; Marot was dismissed. In fact
the same court that found Marot guilty of overcharging in

1713 renewed his licanse ﬁ&rzunetharryear*31

Myork county Deeds, Orders, Wills, XIII. (1706~
173:31 169; Xxv, (1709-1716), 353. (#-1-6)

31 mg., XIV (1709-1716), w, 237 and 244, (H~1=7)



séliing_;iqnars in false measures was similar. to over-
charging. %The laws required that strong drinks be sold in
English sealed measures: gills, half-pints, pints, quarts,
pottles (half-gallons), and gallons. In 1717 all of the
tavern keepers of Norfolk were charged with using false
measures. However, after examining the measures in court,
the justices found them to be accurate and the charges
were dismissed.3?

More than one report of liguor being sold to servants
in williamsburg has survived. In 1714 Edward Ripping,
whose tavern license was quoted earlier, was accused of
entertaining a servant without permission of the master,
allowing him to get drunk, and permitting this to happen
on Sunday. Since Ripping was found guilty of violating
two régulatiaas, he had té pay aauré costo and wazs suse
pended from selling 1iqnars.33

‘A later account of liquor being sold to Negroes was
qeccxd&&*by Daniel Pisher in his journal. Pilsher; who

came to Williamsburg from London in 1751 and-opened a

32 orfolk County Deeds, IX (L710-1717), 189-194. .

Virginia State Library microfilm, Reel 5. -

. 3Bgork county Orders, Wills, XIV (1708-1716), 397,
(Me1-6) »

31
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tavern and later operated a store,. quarreled with every-
one he met except the lawyer and clerk of the Council,
Nathaniel Walthoe. Therefore, Fisher's bias should be
conéiéege& in reading tye:acgaunt of his being accused
by Mayor John Holt Of selling rum to Negroess

- I acquainted the Court, that I made not
the least obijection to the Negro
‘evidence, and if Mr. Holt would
produce but one such of a reputable
‘character, as a Negro, who would only
say, I had ever let a Negro have

“any epiritous: liguors without the
leave or oxder of the Master oxr Mistress,
or any Person whatever in less
qguantity than a Pint, I should
esteem it a just reason for restrain-
ing my selling; that no Negro had
ever been served with Rum by my
family, I would not presume te say,
but X would undertake to affirm
that not one merchant in the Town who
sold Rum at all was so cautious of
‘letting any Negro be supplied with rum,
without a written or Verbal leave as
myself. That it was very well
known my family had been scrupulous
in this matter, and I was ready to
prove, if they would give me any
leave, by indisputable evidence, that
my family had turned away two Negroes
in one day, for the want of such
authority, who went directly from
ny house £o Mr. Holt's, and was then .

merved without the least scruple
whatever. This put the Court in a
flame, and I was epanly ordered to

.be silent.



33
As the case continued Holt admitted that "he had no

ground for his information, save Common Fame," and the

charge w@aﬁéragpa&.?é

'nﬁring the same caurt-aeﬁaionzsahn Greenhow, another
Williamsburg merchant, requested a year's extension on
his lease. FPisher noted that Greenhow was "infamously
remarkable for trafficking with Negroes in wine, or any
other commodity, Sunday not. excepted.! Later, according
to Pisher's account, Holt stood up

...and in a sanctified apeech, informed the
Court that he never heard of Mr. Greenhow '
being guilty of the practice of selling:
ligquor to Negroes--whereupon addressing
myself to the byestanders, as well as the
Court, I /Fisher/ desired all present to
take notice what an arrant strumpet this
common Fame wasg, who had informed that
worthy Gentleman Mr. Holt of my being
guilty of this vile practice; and of

Mr. CGreenhow's innccence of the Pacte

thie put the Court again in a hubbub, and
I was again called toorder;...Yet all
this was done so publicly in the face of
the whole town, it was thought proper to
aliow me the liberty of selling as usual
and to refuse Mr. Greenhow, Nevertheless,
I was since informed by Mr. Holt's or some
greater influence Mr. Greenhow had the
liberty granted the next Court Day. This
affair happened I think in March 1754,33

34paniel Pisher's Journal, 1750-1755, published as

“The Fisher History,” in Louise P. du Bellet, Some Promi-
nent Virginia Families (Lynchburg, 1907), 1X, 788.

35zpig.., 779.
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Though FPisher's account is one~gided, it indicates that
during the mid-eighteenth century liguer was sold
illegally to Negroes in w&;liamearg.sﬁ »

‘Unlawfal games wore freguently played at th§ tave£ns~
A surviving court case describing an evening of dice-
playving in Williamsburg serves as an $i&u§txaﬁi¢n<cf
cheating. George Holden and John Hughlett, both wealthy
citizens, had been:playing backgammon in Jamﬁs Shields’
tavern. When theiﬂarylmnﬁ»l&wye;, Gecfge Douglass, joined
them, they started to play hazard using 2 new pair of dice
provided by Shields, Por séme'réésan:thevnéw dice were
exchanged for an old pair aﬁ‘aicé which someone handed
‘Hughlett thraugﬁ aiwiﬁacw.~ The p&ayiﬁg‘ﬁontinneé‘until
Hughlett won from the other two men a total of thirty~
eight pistoles. ﬂxuéhlett-fhen left with his winnings and
dice. - Later that evening as Holden and Douglass entered
the hatter‘’s shop next door, they found Hughlett and
several others playing with what appeared to be the same
worn dice. James Littlepage, who was observing the game,

suspected that the dice were loaded and picked up a die.

Bﬁbiquarq,cgnld be sold by merchants as long as they
were not drunk on the premises. See Hening, Statutes, VI,
74. -
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Hughlett refused to give Littlepage tn other die but
instead threw it into a corner of the shop. Littlepage,
Holden, and Douglass then left with the captured die and
afterwgraa as they examined it were able to pick pieces
of lead out of two of the sides. Later in court Holden
sued Hughlett for the thirty-eight pistoles and was
awarded & 28/15.°/

From the early seventeenth century, tavern keepers
were admonished to keep orderly establishments-~that is,
to see that their customers did not become so rowdy as
to disturdb those living nearby. Controlling clients who
got roaring drunk was, né.soubt, a problem and on more
than one occasion tavern keepers were charged with keeping
a "disorderly house.” On April 12, 1712, Byrd noted in
his diary that several voung dgentlemen were taken to court
for a vriot committed therﬁight.before “at Su Allen's and
A-t-k-s-n's, but came off with paying ten shillinge apiece."

Several of the rioters became leading men of the colony:

3?¢ase of Holden v. Hughlett, tried June 16, 1746,

York County Land Causes, 1746-1763, pp. 1-7 at back of
book. (M~l-14a)



Mann Page of aasewaiz. John Grymes of Brandon, and James
Buxwell. ‘the son of newia 3u:w011 38

somatimes tavarn brawls sndcd in tragedy, One
evening at Rieharé Jbslin's tavern in Norfolk Samnel
Ragers, Hathaniei Hewton, Jamaaﬁanstingt. Henry Jenkins,
and William Pinikenlangagediin hurseﬁiay ah8 jiés while
m&king frequent visits to the pun%h,hdwl. buring‘a gémm
of all~fours Rogers won several bowls of sangaree from
Finiken, In the friendiy tussle that,follawaéa finiken
wae thrown backward on the floor. His £rianassput him
to bed and after finding that his pulse was normal, left
him to sleep off the effectes of the sangaree., The next
morning he was found dead.3?

‘During the summer of 1766 Colonel John Chiswell of
Williamsburg killed a man in a brawl at Ben Mosby's
tavern at Cuwberland‘éoﬁrthbuaé, Robert Routledge, &
mexrchant-planter from ?riﬁee 3éwarﬁ’ébunty; and some of

his friends had spent most of the day at Mosby'as.

33&@uis B. Wright and Marion winling, ‘eds. The
Hi rd.o Wtstavar (Riahmoﬁﬁ, 1949).

3%orfolk County Deeds, xx {171&w17$?) l@ﬁ;:Vixginia
State Library microfilm, 8@e1 5. .
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Colonel: Chiswell dropped in during the evening (late
éftexﬁaﬁn}.anﬁibagagltalking“xatheg boastfully.. Routledge,
vho by Eﬁia time waQ’qyitefdxunk,.exyresged.diaaa?rovax,
whezéupaé the calonéi;aaliéa the ‘marchant "a fugitive.
rebal a villain wha came to virginia ta cheat and:
defrau& man of- theix‘praperty, and ‘a Freebyterzan~fallaw,
"acutledge reyixe&‘by thxawing wine frem his g&ass at -
ﬁhiawell*n"snme part of*whiéh did - touch: him;" chiswall
reacted to the affrcnt by attampting to throw first a
bowl of bumbo..then a canﬁlest*dk.~ana finally aApair of
fira tongs at Rcutltﬁga hut was reatraxneﬂ by the ‘onlookers.
Ehrmngle'anraged.hg this time Chiswell ordered his
servant tu bring hia s@a:& and *swo:e that he w@uld run

any man ﬁhxaagh the»bady*ﬁha should &are tn cmma nea: him.®

8&2& heateﬁ wnxde wexe;éxchaﬁged and: Rnutledge starte&
around the table whidh separatad the twu men, thswell,
reperte&iy sobex but hy'thia tima fuzious, ‘advanced and
"with hi$ sword, or: haﬁqer, stabbeﬁ himfthraugh ﬁhe
heart.acrasa the - tﬁble.* samsane grabbed Chiswell, but
it was too late:-:ﬁhiaweil-thsn»srderedma bowl of toddy
which ﬁéf“ér;nk.varyﬁfxgeiy“:sa that when the justice of
the peace aréive& “he was somewhat int@gieatedfg”
Chiswell ﬁas arxaateduapé.latex reieasaﬁl&n bail. Since

37
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he died very suddenly bhefore his trial, he was never con-

victed of the muxéﬁrg&a
ﬁ'nﬁwher of regulations were violated by Susanna

Allen, one of the more colorful Williamsburg tavern

keapers in the early part of the eighteenth century.

Mention has already been made of the riot at her taverh in

the spring of 1712, The.following year she was charged ——

with “kecping Disorderly house, " hut the case was dis-

aénﬁinueﬁ‘wﬁgp the~£n§6rmer-féiied to aﬁﬁeaﬁ. At the

same court session, however, she was found guiltf’aﬁ

"kKeeping a marxyed man Constant Company” and fined five

hnndreg'paﬁnda offtébahéég4l’ On anqthex»naa&@ian;Histress

Allen was accused of failing to post a table of the

current prices in the common xroom as‘haé'ta?arﬁ: h££er

weighing the evidépée,’thefjuty géve‘a”véééiatibffnot

- =

guiley.42 SRR

P T SN

“@Yyirginia Gagett "(Pux&ia & Dixon}, July 18, 1766, °
P 2" 3@7&@%61' 17, 17&6: P 3, For a aetailed discussion
of this nurder see ¢arl Bridenbaugh, "Vidlence and Virtue
in Virginia. 17663 or, The Impertanaa of -the rrivmal“
Massachusetts’ Histor aal aaciety, : "”in 5, LXXVE
(1964}, 1*39. Y , TR

41xnxk cuunty Qr&erﬁ,‘ﬂiiza, XIV zxyaewz?zez, 268.
{umlaﬁ) “fradition has® auggesteé that Susanna’ ﬁilen ran
a h:othel, but no evidence has been found to sugporﬁ this
anppasitisn about any of the taverns in Williawsburg.

42york County Orders, Wille. XIV izvoswxvxai, 167.
ga~1«s)
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Though tavern laws were often violated, the infractions
probably never reached the prapa:éinns ¢cited by the con-
tempcrary:abaervar.:¥A,?B.” ‘ghis clergyman objected to
another tavern being licensed in his parieh and wrote a
letter to the king's attorney in his county which was
subsequently printed in the Virginia Gazette. In his
opinion, taverns had been perverted from their ciiginal
intention of providing entertainment and lodging for the
traveler and had "become the common Receptacle, and
Rendezvous of the very Dreggs of the People...where not
only Time and Money are sqguandered away, but where pro-.
hibited and unlawful Games...abound to the greatest
Excess."” He particularly singled out cards, dice, horse
racing, cock fighting, drunkenness, cursing, cheating,
Lying, apd figh*ing. The clergyman entreated the king's
attorney to realize that his accusation was “no Exaggera-
tion but a just Rapggsenﬁation of the Case” and called for
a “redress of such outrageous Grievances." In conclusion
he asked that no more “Nurgeries ﬁf‘Viaef be licensed in
thé part of the county "where the Interest of Religion®™

regided in his hanas:43

43yirginis Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), April 11, 1751,
p. 3.



CHAPTER IIX
REGULAR TAVERN SERVICES

Many buildings which became taverns were first used
as houses; conseguently, these structures generally con-
formed to architectural designs which were common to
eighteenth~century dwellings. Taverns in Williamsburg
and along the well«traveled routes were often fairly large
buildings with four or more rooms on the firast £loorw—-
genarally used for dining, drinking, gaming, and lodging=-
and three or four bedrooms upstairs. Other taverns were
smaller with only a common room on the first floor and
one or more bedrooms above. In ths later aélopi&l period
it ;aa fashionable aa~§%1i'éa pxsctié#l to have a large
porch on the front of taverns as did Mrs. Vobe's on Waller
Stregt in Williamsburg by 1765. Qaaaxiptxana’éf taverns
for msale during the 1770's often include the phrase “a
Piassa the length of the House.® Behind the taverns

were generally found a kitchen, dairy, wélx, smokehouse,

40



grain house, lumber house, stable, pastures, gardens, and
archaxd&;z

The furnishings variea,vith"tha:aixgumsﬁanaes of the
owners. Fisher, who stopped at a tavern in Leeds, found
that “the Houge ané'?nxniturea has as elegant an appearance,
as any I have seen in the country. Mr. Pinnays or With-
bernes in Williamsburg not excepted. The Chairs Tables
&c, of the Room I wag_eahducted into was all of Mahogany,

and...stuft with fine large glaized Copper Plate Pxintsa”a

lrhe following advertisements give detailed descrip-
tions of taverns: Virginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon).
March 21, 1771, p. 35 July 9, 1772, p. 3: {Fuxdie).
Qctober 31, 1777, p. 2.

A letter of Governor Pauguier to the Board of Trade
and Plantations, November 3, 1765, mentions a porch on
the front of the tavern. Henry R. Mec Ilwaine, Journals

of the House of Burgesses, 1761-1765 (Richmond, 1907),
P. lxix.

The anonymous Prench travelerxr mentioned separate
rooms for drinking and ganmbling at Mrs., Vobe's tavern.
*Journal of a French Traveller in the Colonies, 1765,"

American gisgorical Review, XXVI (1921), 742. Hereafter
cited as "Prench Traveller, 1765.%

2paniel Pisher's Journal, 1750-1755, published as
“The Pisher History," in Louise P, du Bellet, Some Promi-

nent Virginia Families -(Lynchburg, 1907), II, 79. Herew

after cited Pisher, “Journal.®
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Very differaent conditions were encountered in the
piedmont section of Virginia, where taverns were often
located in people’s houses. Chastellux described staying

at

««.0ne of the worst lodging places in all America.
Mrs. Teaze, the nistress of the house, was
some time ago bereft by thé death of her hus~
band, and I verily believe that she was aleo
bereft of all her furniture, for I have never:
seen a more badly furnished house. A poor tin
vessel was the only ‘Bowl! used for the family,
our servants, and ourselves; I dare not say

" what other use it was offared to us when we
went to bed. As we were four masterg...the
‘hosteas and her fawmlly were obliged to give

up their bed to us.d

Most tidewater taverns ware 'béttex' furnished than
the one described above, though this was | not always true.
¥Pisher passed by Southern's, a tavern in gngex County
just south of the Rappahannaek River, where he had pi_tanned
to spend the night. On finding it to be only a “imt, full
or rude, mean pe:ﬁ”xale," he rode on.¢

The size of a tavern and its location determined the

nunber of people neaded to keep it in operation. Some of

Sprancois Jean, Marquis de Chastellux, Travels in
North America in the Years 1780, 1781 and 1782, ed. by
Howard C. Rice, Jr.(Chapel Hill, 1963; originally pub-
lished London, 1787), II. 402. Bereafter cited as
Chastellux, Travels,

4P$sher, *Journsl, ® 790.



the larger taverns reguired about the same number of

5

slaves and distribution ¢f laboxr as a large home.~ For

instance, Anthony Bay in January 6f 1771 owned twenty

siaves; among them were "a good Coachman and Carter, some

fine Walting Boys, good Cocks, Waiters, &c."®

Country taverns were often owned by & person of in-
fluence but operated by a hired keeper. In his journey
from Williamsburg to Philadelphia, Fisher stopped at
Roan's Tavern before coming to the Rappahannock River:

This Ordinary belongs, it seems, to one
Major R/6a/n a Person of influence in these
Partas who obtains a Lysence at the County
Court where ©f he is himself a Menmber, and
puts into it some Iazy Person or other, at a
Salary, or &0 much per. cent, as is likely to
pint off the greatest gquantities of Liquors
for him. %This is & common practice in the
country, by which means, tho' the Proprietor:
{by the Courtesy) avoids the Reproach of baing
deenmed an Ordinary keeper, and the scandal of
what is then transacted; yet he reaps the
greatest share of the Profits.’

Advertisements for tavern keepers support Fisher's

statement that the taverns were not always kept by their

Sphad W.. Tate, Jr., The Negro in Eighteenth-Century
Willimmabhurg {(williamsburg, 1965), p. 63,

Syork County Wills, xnmtazies, XXIT (1771-1773),
19-24. (M-1-11); Virainia: ggagtta {snrdia & Bixan),
Janvary 17, 1771, 91 3.

Tpisher, “Journal,® 789.
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owners, but Fisher's implication that the hired keepers
wore all ,z;aéy. -rathayr shifty characters is qwstinmbla.s
Those whe advertised often specified that the kesper be
“a gober Person, of good Capacity:® that he be "well
'mnﬁéﬁ for keeping a good ordinary” and “recommended
as ss;c:h by pemoixa" who can be depended on; and that he
_ “can write a good hand.*? Capable tavern keepers were
desired by tl}g ownerae who wanted- t;c be assured of having
their tavern licenses renewed each year. Unless an owner
lived in a county where the courts were negligent in en-
;.farcing?thé ‘ragulatiﬁns “'co‘ncezming' taverm » he haa to
make certain that hi.s tavern was managed in an érdérly
manner. One owner advertised that he
WANTED immediately, to succeed John Whitlock
in the tavern kept by him, a man bread to
that business, ‘to whom good encouragement will
be given by the subscriber. None but-such as
come well recommended, ‘for honesty, aabrmty.
industry, and complaisance, -need to apply. -

A single man would be acceptable; but should:
t Y m who has a meful yifm that: w:}.ll not

anatriea in the ﬂiarieﬁa of Robert Wormeley Carter
iin&icate ‘that: he owned a tavern which was operated first
by william Garland and later by his son, Griffin Garland.
‘The Almanac Diaries of Robert Wormeley Carter, 1764 and
1765. Clements L&br&xy, tmsnript ﬁe&winl Willimabugg
Remrch mpartment, PR

S %ggms.a %ettg (m}:al, November 2, 3.?39, p. 33
{Purdie & Dixon), December 3,5, 1768, p. 2y m:mh 3&.
1769; Fc 4-



think it below her dignity . to superintend the

affairs of the kitchen, and bedchanbers, even

if there be a child or two, it will be no

Iunsurm&ntabie ahjaatiom"é |

* m abavs MWtiamnh also gives sama maa of the
role af the tavern keﬁm s wi.faz‘ Besides the ﬁutziaﬁ of
i:unning her house and raising a :Eamuy she was often re-
amntibla for suwvising the maka tm% ot:her tavern
aewanta‘ Izz an aﬁv&t&h&mrxt ﬁ::r hia amall tavern in

l.liamaburg. ﬁmxi umphm: &yamgh noted that "Mrs,
W very weil undez’amnda the COOKERY part nil He
could j-u;tl.g pr;giae hig wifefn moking since Anne Ayscough
had been Mqu "muqniier*a cook at the Palace.

Since he was zspexat;ing a bus’maas, the tavern keeper
had to be #ﬁl@ tﬁ kéep accurate 'm:c:mmm and have qm
sources for obtaining supplies of liquor and food. Aiqa
since much of his business depended on the popularity of
hiﬁ tavern, t}m kﬁapm: nad to be a ;xﬁke‘u!;}f‘ai person, yet
have the respect of his clientele Yac; that tggagnablﬁ
oxder could be maintained.

Then, too, the keeper, unless he owned one of the

popular taverns in Williamsburg or in another much

103pia., (Purdie), February 23, 1776, p. 3.
1lypsa., (Purdie & Dixon), October 6, 1768, p. 2,
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frequented location, generally had to hold some: other job
as well, Tavern keeping by itself was seldom a paying
business zince the periods of frequent visitation came.
monthly in the case of taveins located at county court-
houses or during Public PTimes for most tavern keepers in
williamsburg. Often keepers located their taverns on

or adjacent to their small farms ox plantétians,*z;‘SOme
of them received money f£rom renting houszes and stores
which were built near the taverns. An advertisement for
the rental of a tavern on the river road between Richmond
and Williamsburg suggests that "this Place weould suit a
tradesman, pagiiculaxly a Tailor, which is much wanted in
the Neighborhood, provided he could kéép'a good House. 13
Another means of supplementing the income ©f the tavern
keeper was to take in boarders-«a practice which has its
modern parallel today. The keeper of a tavern at the
falls of the. Potomac River noted that “The publick house
is...very coavenient to take in“bdardsxagg A Fredericks«

burg tavern keeper reported that the “gentiemen who now

-

121p34., March 21, 1771, p. 3; May 16, 1771, p. 3.

131nia., March 21, 1771, p. 3; August 19, 1773, p. 2.
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favour me with their company as boarders pay upwards of
& 200 per annum.*'*

-In the smaller establishments the tavern keeper kept
the bar but in the larger taverns~-such as Campbell's,
Pullet’s, and Southall's in Williamsburg--separate bar-
keepers or drawers were employed. Several advertisements
for drawers reguested that the applicant “can keep
accounts *15 ynich was necessary since he was responsible
for keeping a record of the drinks dispensed from the bar.

The larger establishments employed hostlers who
locked after the horses which belonged to the customers of
the taverns. In 1776 a Williamsburg tavern keepcr was in
nae& of such a man:

WANTED .tmnmmn

A GOOD HOSTLER, Such a one coning well recommended,

for diligence and sobriety, will have good wages from

ROBERT ANDERSON,1
Waiters and cooks who were honest, capable, and of good

character were also requested. Since waiters, like

143pig,, November 22, 1770, p. 2 1suppzemant3: (Rind),
se;:t.embez 23, 1773, p. 3,

. Zbga‘. (Purdie & Dixon), Rovember 24, 3.7?4, P 31
a'ulg ie, 1766, P- 4# m;gust 29, 1766, p. 24 March 3,
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bar«-keepers, had to keep account of meals and services,
the ability to write was often required. In 1772 a tavern
keeper J

WANTED,

A YOUNG Man capable of walting in a Tavern;

likewise a good COOK, either Man or Woman.

Any such, that ecan cone well recommended for

their Honesty and Scbriety, may heaxr of a

place by applyving to the Printers hereot.t?

It was not the practice in tidewater Virginia to
have barmaids serving in the taverns though at small
taverns and at some of the country taverns members of the
family helped to serve the food. While traveling in the
western part of Virginia Chastellux stayed at Paxton's
tavern and noted in his journal that “breakfast...was
sexved by captain’?%xton‘s daughters;“is

The slaves who gserved in Williamsburg taverns weore
taught many skills: cooking, serving, cleaning, washing,
gardening, carting, and stable tending. At larger taverns —

servants were trained for one job in particular, but at

smaller establishments they performed many tasks. 8uch

, 1?§§é§b, {(Purdie & Dixon), March 3, 1768, p. 3; May S,
1774, p.;3: stembcr 9, 1772, p. 2.

mmumnux. g; vels, 1Z, 404.



was probably the case of Betﬁy.<“a~1ike1y,giggini¢ born
Wench® wmh ran aﬁaykzram hexr master. - She waa’deucﬁ&yuﬂ
as being “stout anﬂ?ﬁail set” and had “been used to attend
in zrrubiidkfﬂnuaa £ram her infancy."}? obr. :ﬁhannf
8choepf,” a -German physician* who visztad Williamabuxg
after th& Ravelutioﬁ, cammentaﬁ favourably -on- tha servantst¢
3 »xn the tav&zn here there is vezy goeé
. but very deay entertainment. Black cooks, -
i<, butlers, chamber-maids, make their bows: wlth
o mach dignity and modesty; were neatly and’
- modishly attired, and still spcke with en-

thusiasm of the politeneéss and gallantry Qf

-th- Srendh ﬂffitera.;
Schoepf’ pxﬁbably atayed at the aaleigh. the largar of two
tavexna qparattng in N&iliumﬁburg in 1783, ~Jamas SQuthail.
Who-: then owned and aperahed the Raleigh. had nineteen
31&?&3 - 29

Most taverns were smaller than the aaleigﬁ and did
'laééjformal entertaining: consequently, a staff of fewer
servants was neecded. The estate of Thomas Pattison, a

m&ﬁ«cightﬁanﬁh century keeper listed only aixualﬁvea and

Virginia Gazette, (Purdie & Dixon), May 12, 1774,

e

‘P 1.

2°J¢hnnn.navié Schoepf, Ttavels in_ the coafeﬂera;ian
from the German of Johann David Schoepf. Tr. and ed. by
Alfred J. Morrison {(Philadelphia, 1911;, IX, 81l. Here~
after cited Schoepf, Travels: ﬁilliamShurg’Per:anal
Property Tax List (1783«1783), p. 5. {M=1-47)
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two of them were children. : Another Williamsbhburyg tavern
keeper, John Burdett, who died several years after Patti-
son, also had six elaves.>t
Only one reference to an indentured servant belong-
ing t@f&”tidéwatas-tavaxn kﬁégﬂf‘hﬁﬁfbﬂﬁﬂ iccated. The
inventory of Henry Bowcock (1732) lists “"Hector Derry, 2
years to serxve" along withAfive‘ﬂeg;o slaves, Unfortu-
-Qately there are no other refeﬁéncea to this servant to

indicate the capacity in which he served .22

Servants received some tips during the eighteenth
century, but the few references that have survived sug-
gest that tipping was not a customary practice. faaﬁhﬁi,
tips were probably given for special favors or if one
wanted to make a good impression. Por instance, when
George Washington visited Colonel ¥airfax at Belvoir,
his tips to the servants were feirly large considering
‘thit‘Qc often stayed only a short time, The cook, housew

maid, and laundress usually each received 2#.6d. and the

2lyork County Wills and Inventories, XIX (i?aeﬁ
1746), 177-179; XX (1745+<1759), 46-49. {M-1l-47)

22york CGounty Orders, Wills, XVIII (1729-1732), 57.
{¥~1~9) o
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hostler ls.34.. When Washington was courting Martha Custis
he=ﬁi3_pgstﬁﬁaiar1y~genernus~t@ her servants, On March 16,
1758, Washington tipped "Mrs., Custis‘®s Servants 306/." In
June of that wear they received 14s.6d.2%

By contrast, the servants at taverns where Washington
. stayed di&-nat*fara as well.  In November,- 1768. when
ﬂhshingtﬂn sektled his asaccount with ﬁws* eamyba11 "for .
board &n.“ he paid har. &3. 18.9 but har*sarvanta raeeived

24{ There are

only 68.3p., nx-apprﬂximaﬁalywaeven=pereant*
&lso seversl references to giving tips to tavern servants
in the diary of Robert Carter of Corotoman.. -"King" Carter.
usually stayed at st‘ASwliivan*u tavernaﬁh¢n§ha;¢ame to-
Willlamsburg in the 1720*s--even during the period be-
tween July, 1726, and September, 1727, when ha served.as
acting governor of ﬁ%a.calany;t carter‘s*aedcaﬁt#ﬂﬁhaw
that an_gyn.aceasians, in August of 1726 anﬁ*in-ﬁaxﬁh of
1727, he tipped her servants about two percent. of his
total bill.25

23@saxge Washington, Ledger A, p. 5, entry ﬂmr Jange-
ary‘l. 1754 Ibid.., pp. 38~39, entries for March 16 and
June 5, 1758. Libraxy of ﬁangrasa. {M~89=2)

2*§§ia§, f- 281, enﬁry £er ﬂeveﬂber 8, 1?68.,
gﬁaabert ﬁaxt&r af coxataman, Diary, 3723~1727, ane

tries for August 8, 1726 and March 4, 1727. University
of Virginia Library. {M-113)
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As the taverns varied in size 80 did the gquality of
the lc&g&.ngs ‘that: were avallable. Generally the bedrooms
were upstairs, though tavexna'iike private homes often
had m or more bedrooms on the -f’i::st' floor for the use
of older people, gri.mm -be;&dafs, or menbers of the inne
keoper's family. Por rnix’fstanaé, -archi—taéml, atudies and
ﬁﬁé inventory af-ﬂegry-ﬁathnfhurn*a tavern indicate that
there were two bedrooms on the first fim;‘%

Attitudes toward privacy have changéd through the
years. In eighmnth—»cenux:y Virgiaia few pwple had
private badram in their homes and they x:zertainly did
not &mxxﬁ more privacy at taverns . Uystsirc rooms
usually apane& onto each other and only some of them had
fireplaces; thus in ordexr to have access to the inner
rooms and distribution of heat it was necessary to forego
privacy. as in pxi;ata homes there were generally &evex:al
beds in each room, Most travelers took the lack of pri-

vacy for granted as this cmnt of Chastellux illustrates:

26y rqinia Gazette, {Purdie & Dixon), March 21, 1771,
P 31 York Ccsursty Wills and Inventories, XXI, {(1760«1771)
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s+ «»they think little of putting three or
four persons in the same room; nor do people
have any objection &6 finding themselves’
thus crowded in, becauge they experience no
need to. read and write, and all they want in
a house is a bed, a dining xaam; and & axuww
ing roam for company. 7

Dr. Schoepf 4Aid not react so matter-of-factly to the
lack. of privacy and considered it #n "indelicate custom®
to have “so many beds together in one xoom™:

Here /Bt Mr. Pormicola‘s tavern in Richmond/, no
less than in most of the other public-houses

in America, it is expected that rooms are

to be used only as places for sleeping,

eating and drinking. The whole day long,
therefore, one is compelled to be among

all sorts of company and at night to sleep

in like manner; thus travellers, almost anywhere
in America, must renounce the pleasure of
withdrawing apart, (for their ‘own convenience
or their own affairs), from the noisy, dis-
turbing, or curious crowd, unless it may

be, that staying at one place for some 28
time, a private apartment is to be rented.’

That strangers shared beds as well as rooms at the taverns
was noted by George Grieve, the eighteenth-century trans-

lator of Chastellux's 5ouxn§1 who had also traveled in

YVigginia aazettef(yurdxe & Dixon), March 21, 1771,
p- 3; Schoepf, Trave vels, II, 64; Michel Guillaume St. Jean
de Crévecoeur, Journsy in th ,
State of Wew York (Ann. Arbor, 1964),p38@: Chastsllux,
Travels, EI, 441.;<@au;,, ; SR

238chaep£. Wxavels, I, 64.



America in 17821¢

Throughout America, in private houses, as n

well as in the inns, several people are crowded

together in the same roomy and in the latter

it very commonly happens, that afiter you have

been some time in bed, a strangsr of any

condition {for there is little distinction},

comes- into . the room, pulls off his clothes, and-

- places. himsel€f, without ceremany. between

your sheets ;29

Though "a mightﬁa lodging with cléan sheets® was in-
cluded in the ordinary rates of several counties, .clean
sheets were not found at all taverns. Judging from inven-
tories of the better taverns in Williamsburg clean linen
was available at these taverns most of the time. ‘When
Anthony Hay was keeper &t the Raleigh there were 44 pairs
of sheets and 37 pillowcases for his 36 beds. Henry
Wetherburn's inventory lists 19 beds with 23 pairs of
sheeats and ;9»piiiﬂwcasea. There should have been little

excuse for finding dirty sheets . at Marot's tavern since

54

for the 24 beds he had 53 pillowcases and sheets valued ——

at £25.6.9.  The same was nct alwafs'the case at smaller

taverns; for instance, at John Hamilton‘s tavern in

296haateliux; Travels, xx;féosi * "Sotes of pages
435-442," note 1il.
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Norfolk there were only four pairs of sheets for the 6
beds.aﬁ One reference to clean sheets was recorded in
the late exghteenth century by Alesander Mncaulay,
young scctaman who came to Virginia during the Revolution.
When he and his wife stopped at a tavern west of Williams-
burg they found “a pretty gaaﬁ‘bﬁd.Qnéfélean‘sheetég”sl

According to most of the surviving travelers®' accounts
clean sheets were seiﬁcm“fbuﬁ&; ﬂhaétellaxfgarrie& his
own sheets and on at least one occasion was very gkad to

have them in his portmanteau,32

Unclean lodgings naturally
attracted vermin and bed-bugs and these, too, were en-
countertavby«eightééﬁthn¢enﬁury éravelexéifiﬁmsg Browne,
who was traveling with Braddock's army, 1¢££fthin de-
scription of herriéaéings at a tavern in what is now
ﬁaudonn'é&uggﬁi "My Lodgings not being very clean, I had

so many close Companions call'd Ticks that deprived me of

| 30york County Wills and Inventories, XXII (1771-1783),
19«24 (M~1-11): XXI. (17§6~1?71), 36-43 (M-1-1l): Orders
and Wills, XV (1716=1720), $242-246 (M-1~7); Norfolk County
Appraisements, X (17 ‘1783), 2=3. virginia statm Library

:»rf .

"aournal, yebxuary 1783* in
' Ve A8t ser.., XI i19Q30l993), 184,
Eereaftar citad as ﬂaeaulay,gﬁ&ournal. SET

32 chaatezxnx, mxavaxs. 1. 402.
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my Night's Rest, but I indulg®d till ‘?e“ss About twenty
vyears later Philip Fithian, the tutor of the Carterx
children at Nomini Hall, a;;ent the night at & tavern in
Port Tobacco and noted in his journal that “for company
21l the night in my 'Ropm”x had Bugs in every part of my
Bed--& in the next Room several naia& rqli&ws puy}né at

32 Sometimes those who vccupied a bed were

Billiards.™
better off than those who sn.ept- on gtraw as did some of
the man accompanying Rochambeau in 1782. The Qaron Von
Closen, a captain whose revolutionary journal covers the
years 1780 to 1783, wrote that one night at the tavern at
Louisa Courthouse "not one of us could shut an eye through-
out the night. The general, who alone could have a bed,
was eaten by vermin, and we, who slept on straw, had our
ears tick;gq by rats! «35
Though straw wase found in some of ‘the poorer taverns,

it wae only one of severzl kinds of mattresses in use.

_ 33char1atm Browne, “ﬁith Braddock *s Armys Mrs.
Browne's Diary in Virgini.a snd Maryland, * Virginia Maga-

zine of gnto_r_g and 31@:&2112, XXxX1x (1924), -313.

: L LAr » ion ed. b
(williamabutga 19433, pa. 146‘, Hereafwr cited as E‘.:.«thia,m H“-h_y,. D.
douxnal. Farigh

aﬁaamn von Closen, Revclutianagz Journal, 17680-1783,
tr. and ed. by Evelyn M. Acomb (Chapel Hill, 1958), p. 181.



Peather beds were available at finer taverns but the f£flock
h&ﬁ; 2 mattress stuﬁﬂaa*wiﬁa cotton or woolen tufts, was
;tptoﬁably the most common ty§§“§f mattress. Both ﬁé%ﬁher
beds and flock bede were mentioned in the ordinary rates
of Spotsylvania ccunty 36

hnnthaz factor 6etarmin1ng the kind of acconmodations
one zbunﬁ at tavtrna was the season of the year. Public
Pimes was such an occasion. The anonymous French traveler,
' who arrived in Williamsburg during Public Times in 1765
noted that he had great difficulty in getting lodgings
“but ﬁha&ka to mr sprowl I got a room at mrs. vaubes's
tavern, where all the best people resorted. 3’

Crowded conditions were likewise encountered at cexr-
tain times, in taverns at the county courthouses. A
traveler who arrived at a tavern on a court day, as
Chastellux did when he stopped at Cumberland Courthouse,
often found the tavern full of geopleiaa sﬁme indication
of the number of people who gathered for court days is

provided in the account of a lightning storm on a Sussex

. 3gpotaylvania County Order Book (1730~1738), 24.
uVirginia St&tﬁ Library microfilm, vreel 43.

37wprench Traveller, 1765", 742.

38¢hastellux, Zravels, I, 416.
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court day in 1768. The Virginia Gazette reported that
there were around & hundred people at the tavern when
lightning struck killing two horses and three hﬁga.39

Cockfights attracted large numﬁ'ars of people to the
county taverns. ' Chastelluy noted that cockfights were so
popular that planters often traveled thirty or forty miles
to enter their cocks and place bets. Since the tavern
keeper was not dble. to serve so large a group, the indi-
viduals aamily brought their own provisions and spread
their blankets on the floor of the large public room at
nigm:.ag

Pravelers who arrived at & t;§ern after all the beds
were taken were forced to sleep on the floor. Nicholas
Cresswell, & young Englishman who visited the colony just
before the Revdlution, met with this situations

Lodged st the great saidm é,t one x.imcb’ﬁ

Tavern in company with Colnl. Lee, Colnl.

Poyton, Colnl. Clapham, Colnl. Blackburn,

Colnl. Mc Donald and Mr. Richard Lee.

All of them Commissionexs from the

Virginia Convention, for settling the
accounts of the last Indian War. A set

39yirginia Gazette. (Rind), August 4, 1768, p. 2.
40‘:}1&’@311“3' W: iz, 386‘45



of niggardly beings. Great want of beds,

but X am well content with the floor and

my blanket,%

Private lodging houses were available in most towns
and many travelers preferred these to taverns-—particu-
larly during crowded Public Times in Williamsburg. One
of many citizens who advertised his lodgihgs was Walter
Lenox, a Williamsburg perukemkex., who informed

.o othe PUBLICK in general, and his CUSTOMERS

in particular, that he has moved to the house

known by the name of the Red Lion...and as he

has good accommodations for private lodgers,

he will be much obliged to thoae Gentlemen

who may please to favour him with their

custom, and they may depend upon the best

usage for themselves and horses.32
Persons who opersted private lodginghouses had an advan-
tage over tavern keepers since they did not offer drinks
and thus were not reguired to obtain an ordinery license.

Some tavern keepers, like Richard Charlton of
Williamsburg, offered both private and public lodging to
their customera. Charlton advertised accommodations at

hie tavern, vet often rented a private room to George

élﬂichclaa éx‘eswell. %he Journal of Nicholms Cress-—

well, 1774-1777 (Hew York, 1924}, p. 12¢. Hereafter
cited as Cresswell, Journal.

42?5.233.:15.& Gazette. {Purdie & Dixon}), March 24, 1768,
p- 3. ) -
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Washington when he visited the gapital.43 During less
busy timea boarders. who stayed at lodginghouses and
taverns, provided additional income as this notice for
the sale of a tavern in Amherst County illustrates:

All the Merchants, Storekeepesrs, Clerk of the

County, their Sexrvants, &,. are boarded in the

Ordinary, the Prgsitn of which are pretty con-

siderable to me.

In the less populated sections of Virginia travelers
often stopped at private houses rather than at saverns.
Since the back roads were seldom traveled, few taverns
were nvailable even during the latter part of the eighteenth
century. BStopping at a private house had an advantage
over a tavern as Chastellux noted:

This distinction between & real tavern and

private hospitality for which you pay is

greatly to the advantage of travelers, for

in America, as in England, innkeepers pay

heavy taxes and indemnify themselvaes by

their exorbitant charges. Mr. Hunter re-

ceived us well, and in a very clean house.¥3

Dr. Schoepf was more detailed in his description of

"Private Entertasinment®:

431118, (purdie & Dixon), June 25, 1767, p. 3: Pitz-
patrick, Colonial Traveller, 1732-1775, pp. 311, 329, 360.

44vggg;gia Gazette, (Purdie & Dixon}, March 21, 1771,
P, 3.

45chastellux, Travels, II, 414.



We spent a night at a plantation where,
according to the custom here, travellers are
lodged for a price, under the style of
‘Private Entertainment,® but no tavern is kept.
»+.The distinction between Private and Public
Entertainment ie to the advantage of the people
who keep the so-called Private houses they-
avoiding in this way the tax for permigsion to’
dispense rum and other drinks and not being -
plagued with noisy drinking-parties. Other
public houses lacking, travellers are com=-
pelled to seek cut these and glad to £ind them.
Here, one eats with the family both thick and
thin homany {(a preparation of Indian corn),
drinks water at pleasure, is not free to demand
and has no right to expect what he wants, but
pays quite as much as elsewhere, in houses
whare he lives as he pleases, is better sarved,
and not obliged on coming and going to be
grateful for the reception. On the other hand,
it must be said for these ‘private houses® that
in them one has to submit to a general interro-
gation but once, on the part of the family,
whereas in the taverns every person conming in
nuet be thoroughly answered, since there is no
place apart, where one may avdi&,curigsity or
occupy himself with his own affairs.?

This arrangement or private entertainment mentioned
by both Chastellux and Schoepf departs somewhat from the
free "Virginia hospitality” which travelers received
earlier in the century. No doubt the change was due
largely to increased numbers of travelers in the period

éuxing and immediately following the Revolution.

#05choepe, Travels, I, 35.
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Ladies who seldom traveled except to visit friends
and rclatives who lived nearby, had little reason to
frequent taverns. One time though when the wife of
ﬁﬁamas 3¢haa»éf garniine County visiteﬁ:a’sistgx“wha~livaa
more than a day's journey f£rom the Jones® plantation Mrs.
Jones spent the night in a tavern. .In a letter to his
ﬁﬁfé'SQnea suggested that she

" had better stopp at Fornne's where the Horses will
be well taken care of and you and your company

‘well provided for. -Mra. Holdcrafts is about

four or five miles this side Fornne's but she

may think your Company and Horses too great a

burthen, and I had rather be at the expense

“than to trouble anybody*47

Ladies, did not stay at the taverns during busy times
such &Q'Publiu Pimes in Williamsburg. The few who accom«
panied their hu;banés'stayedfwith friends or relatives
who lived in town or on plantations near the capital.
For instance, William Byrd's wife, hucy;‘m&ually_staye&:
with relatives at Green Bpring or at Queen's Creek when
she visited ﬂilliamsbugg.és"Qn’séveaalaeecasiqns Mrs.

‘Washington dined and stayed with Mrs. Dawson, w§6 was

4 “sTones ‘Papens’, ?irgini@ gggamin af Hiatogg
Biography, XXVI (1918). 179,. : - '

43&ouis B. wright and Marian %inling, ads..gg

Secret Dia tover (Richmond,
1949), pp. 9, 264.
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both a good friend and relative. When Washington brought
his wife and her children to Williamsburg for business
reasons, they stayed at Charlton‘s tavern.?? sy 1770
there was another place where ladies could stay*whiia in
the capital. That year Mary Davis advertised in the ¥ir-
ainia Gagzette that she proposed "to accommodate Ladies
and.eentleme# with private lodgings..iThe rooms above
aft.convenien: for G&ntieweﬁ. those below for ﬂaaieg,“sc
Rooms such as these were convenient for the few planters
who had to bring their families to Williamsburg for
business purposes.

Though ladies seldom stayed at taverns in Williamsburg,
they did occasionally dine with their husbands at taverns
during the less busy times. In November and December of
1769, for example, when Washington and his family visited
the capital they dined at Mrs, Campbell‘'s several times.

On November 25th Washington dined at Mrs. Campbell's with

Mrs. Washington, John Parke Custis, Colonel Bassett,

4sa’ahn ¢. Fitppatrick, ed., George Washington, Colonial

Traveller (Indianapolis, 1927}, p. 255,311,357; Virginia
Gazette, (Purdie), August 8, 1777, p. 2.

SOyirainia Gazette, (Purdie & Dixon), March 22, 1770,
Pe E- N ;



AWs‘ Bassett and Betsy Bassett. a wekk later they “all
Jﬁat Qysters at Hxa. Cam@bell*s abt. one ociack“ befera

fmmmmg to 23,tham sl

" Ball& were h@lﬁ at taverna éuring Pﬁblia fimes which
,laﬁias attandad; op the ather hand, : laéxea were not oﬁten
finviteﬁ tm the publia ox'gmivata é&nners which wan fre»
‘quently enjayed at tavexns‘ ﬁimilax=se¢ia1 evanzs
_atﬁracte& ladies to taverna autaiéa'ﬁilliamaburg. An
Ladyerp&segant for:a{tave:n'in xewmast;g atatea t@at~ﬁhe:e.
Qére"ﬁeveral 1a:geAénd small Rooms for the Entetiuinmeng

of Ladies and Gantlémaﬁ;”sz L

Each tavern Qas;regﬁired ta.pr¢§1&a fbr:ﬁhéés;rvanta
and horses of its patroga. Though no traveler described
the accommodations offered h;e_aervantg, it may be aéaume&
that vxréinians follawed'theignglishhcustgm of housing the
servant in th%pxgam~with the ﬁaﬁﬁegt .Tﬁgre is evidence, |

however, ' that separate sleeping spgae was sometimes pro-

. 64

P

—

vided in stables and other ouﬁgdiléinge. Thomas Craig, —

P

- B
o

5;John C. 3itzpatridk. edﬁ. The Diaries of George

iﬂzshington, 1748-1770, 4 vols., (Boston, 1925), I, 351
and 354. Herxeafter cited Washington, Diaries, JI.—184.

52yiyginia Gazette, (Purdie & Dixon), October 21, 1773,

P. 2.



‘%h@ operated the. tavern on Market équare in williamsburg,
had “a large and strong smokehouse, at one end of it a
ﬁﬁacéiﬁéx geaé&&ftﬁzéiéap in;?53

Josiah Chowning, in advertising his tavern, offered
the pﬁblﬁé “the best of entertainment for themselves, ser-
éﬁﬁﬁé} and horses and good pasturage.” Other advertise~
méntiiiaﬁiaége-&hét the stables at many of the w%lliamsm
§§%gfﬁavérna were a&quata;: A dascription of Crajg'*s
tavern mentioned "an exéeedihg goad"établu fbx'ﬁhifﬁy*
‘horses,; with large fodder loft." zﬂ‘faéﬁ,'thevcr&inaxy
:1£¢anses;,haaidaafreqairingi”aonvenient‘lc&ging and diet
.ﬁax't;avaxefn;“vstaééé that the keeper provide their ‘cuse
éémagé'wiﬁﬁi“ﬁast;tégg; fodder, provender, and.aéableaga
for their horueé; as?tha season shall zéquiza,“54

Lodginghonaerkeepar;‘;lsaﬂpade arrangements for ‘the
servants and horses of their customers. Grissel Hay, the
widow of Dr. Peter Hay of Williamsburg, noted that she had

"very commodiocus lodgings to let for a dozen gentlemen,

53yirginia Gagette, (Purdie & Dixon), August 30, 1770,
ps 3.

54?1: inia Gazette, (Purdie & pixon) October 10, 1766,
p. 37y William W. Hening, Statutes at Large... (Richmond,
1810-~1823), IXIX, 396. o
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and their servants, with stables and provisions for their

-
horses. "35>

Meals
All taverns were regquired by law to offer regular meals
at a cost of about a shilling. Meals were served at regu-
lax hquma&«prabébly conforming to the times when most
Virginians ate, Thus a traveler had to wait until the
next meal was served if he was hungry when he arrived. On
one dccasion Byrd and a friend went to Marot's for dinnerx
«56

"but could get none there, probably because they had
not made previous arrangements. Later in the century
William Davis, who advertised private lodgings across from
the Kings Arm's Tavern in Hampton, pzn@iaed.“to furnish
Gentlemen Travellers, and. others, with private Board, '
Washing, and Lodging; also that any Gentleman may at any
Time have a Relish for one Shilling, and 2 Bowl of good

Punch given him to drink with,it,“s?

55v1gginia Gazgtte.,(Eurdie & Pixon), aﬁrch 3, 1768, p. 4.
éﬁnouis B. Wright and Marion Tinling, eds. The Secret

Diary of William Bvrd of Westover (Richmond, 1249), p. 4432.

Hereafter cited Byrd Diary, 1709-1712.

’virginia Gazette, (Purdie & Dixon), July 30, 1772,
? » 3« E . X
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Tavern meals generally consisted of hearty éiahes
made of ingredients that were readily available: pork,
ﬁhiﬁken, fish, eggs, and bread. The vegetables ﬁhat were
customarily eaten with the meat were rarely mantione&.ag
égnerally small ﬁéex, which was made locally, was served
with the common diet. By the 1atter,paxt:of°the century,
though, other beverages such as coffee and tea were avail-
able at some taverns-~particularly ét breakfast.’? The
traveler subjected to this diet day after day undoubtedly
found it monotonous. After passing from v:&'zgiixia into
Maryland in 1774 Nicholas Cresswell cried out in his
journal: “Have had either Bacon or Chickens every meal
since I came into the Country. If I still continie in thie
way shall be grown over with B:istlea or Eeathers.gae

rhough,sume travelers camplainaé about the food, their

§timary concern was getting enough to eat. Alexander

58chastellux, Travels, II, 388; Schoepf, Travels, 1,30

ﬂarry woulmin, The Western Country in 1793: Reports on
Kentucky and Virginia, ed. by Marion Tinling and Godfrey

Davies (San Marino, :1948), p. 34. Hereafter cited as
Tnulmin, Western goung;x . ’ “i

5% mall beer is Listaa with the diet in tha ordinary
arates for_ Lancaster, aidélesex and Bichmond cauntiasr
Chastellux, Travels, ‘3%, 388; Schoepf, Travels, ‘2T, 30;

Toulnin, Western Country, p. 34.
6°craesw311, Journal, p. 20.
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Maucalay and his wife, who were traveling in the late
eighteenth century, stopped at the tavern at New Kent
Courthouse and asked for oysters and fish, but finding
that neither was available, said they would tﬁké‘gnything‘
Within half an hous roast turkey, wild duck, ham, eggs.
-and spinach had axtivedgwmaeh‘tm'the—eaugle'e satisfaﬁkiongl

Occasionally tavern keepers were not ready for guests.
Chastellux, who arrived late one evening at Colonel Boswell's
tavern in the piedmont, found Boswell "ill prepared to
receive strangers.”™ Supper was "rather frugal® but
"breakfast the next morning was better; we had ham, butter,
fresh eggs., and coffee with milk to drink.*®?

The writings of William Byrd II are informative about

the food served at Marot's tavern in Williamsburg, but due __ .

to Byrd's habit of eating only a single main dish, we
know little cof the variety of dishes available at a meal.
At various times between 1710 and 1712 Byrd chose roast
goose, roast beef, fricassee of chicken, mutton, fish, and

63

roast veal for dinner. Genexrally éyrd~ainea at Marot's

6lua¢aulay, “Journal®, 184.

62nastellux, Travels, IX, 383, 379.

©3gyra, Diary, 1709-1712, passim.



89
with menbers of the Council or with Burgesses and these
groups probably had special dishes prepared and served

’ri;e": second surviving diary of Byrd gives few
references to Williamsburg taverns. While visiting the
capital in 1720 and 1721 he occasionslly went to Mrs.
$u11iva_nﬁs,, but only twice mentioned eating there. ‘Once
hﬁ had boiled beef and the second time he ate broth.®?
However, by the “perica of the third diary (1739-1741),
Byrd was again freguenting a particular tavernwe=
Wetherburn'®s-—-where he dined on weekdays with other meme
bers of the Council. At Wetherburn's he chose tirkey, —
veal, chicken, fowl, calf's head, chicken and asparagus,
lamb, tongue. pork, Scotch collops, £ish, venison, beef,
mutton, or bacon., On a Saturday /April 25, 1741/ Byxja
*dined at Wetherburn's because nobody invited us and ate
fish." During that particular week Byrd had fish three

times within four days. By the fourth day the entry reads

64;@:.15.9 B. Hx«y;ht: and Marion Tinling, eds., The Lon-
Gth :“.as,i.tsn s {New Yox'k, 1958).

pp. 486, 521,
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“gish again." ">

At other times, Wetherburn seems to have
gfﬁexed greater variety.

Diary entries and personal accounts of George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson, John Page, and Robert Wormley
Carter suggest that dinners served to them were different —
~from the regular diet required by 1&&,66x At somre taverns
the grcﬁpa met in private rooms and appear to have ordered

67 though these references aye brief and

special dinners;
do not give the type of food that was served. An entry in
Thomas Lewis's journal suggests that these private dinners
were not confined tafﬂilliamﬁbuxé taverns. On Sunday,
February 8, 1746, Lewis and others in the surveying party
?ﬂbﬁa Down to Richmﬁﬁé Church where we heard the Revernd
‘mr Stith preach. The Gentlemen of the Town Treated use

to a hand Some Diner & at mr Coules ﬁr&inazy.“GB

. S5y50ae A. Woodfin and Marion einxing, eds., Another
Secre 13114 of We 1739~1741 ‘
(R;ehmonﬂ.,1942)..ggasig. and p.. ?4, 153»154* Heraafher

cited as Eyré,”Diarz, 1739-1741.

S65ane Carson, c2;¢nia; Virginians at g;gg (Wwilliamg«
burg, 1965}, pp. 265-270.

ﬁ?washingtan, Siaries, Iz, 164.

ﬁg&ohn‘w. ﬂayianﬁ, ?ha Faix RIK L&ne"g ho _Lewig's
' g;gal of 1746  (New xaxkat. 1925), P 83, - :
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Accounts of special -éi.:me’ra held at Virginia taverns
were cften printed in the ¥irginis Gazette. The repeal of
-ﬁhé. Stamp Act was the ‘occasion of-at least -two celebrations.
At Newtown in Princess Anne County the. leading gentlemen .
gathered at the "Rising Sun tavern, where an elegant enter-
'&ainment was ‘pwyiﬁeﬁ, * In Hampton at the "Bunch.of Grapes®
%éévggm t;fxe :gantlem;t enjoyed "elegant en‘tertaizméni:f*’,while
thay ¢e:ﬂ:£ned thei,zicelehxations. of tﬁe.'repe;#l of - the
Stamp m with thaeir annual celsbrat:.an ef the King's:
binmuy.ﬁ? - -

" A number of | apé;;giial.i events toak pl#ce ‘at Williams-
burg taverns. - An éx%t;:ﬁryffm;f the dia;:y of John alﬁir.ada&w:
scribes how sayexnm:;r‘-ninwiadie' was entertained nt wéihgx:5;~
h;;:n’a, ‘on Beva;zﬂ:er 21;. 1751 {the day he arrived a;t: the :';, "
cagital) z | P

. ¢ At the entrance of the #own he was complimented -
: by the mayor and zldermen, who (with the gentle-
men} were got together to welcome him; and in- .

vited him eand ths council to & dinner they had
prepared at Wetherburn's, where ws all dined. 0

s,é sy |
Virginia Gazeﬁta, {mrdie & Bi.xon), a’uly 4, 2?66.
p& 2} Jum }»3: 1?66’ ,P’ 2»

m‘ﬂﬁ.ary of Jahn Blaiz,. Wiili.am ami f&ary Quartexlg.
1lst ser., ‘VIIZ ;(1899). 15, = .1 . .



In October, 1768, Lord Montagu, ‘the Governor of South
Carolina, vigitgﬁ'ﬂilliamsbuxg #nﬁ was entertained by the
President and members of the Council with a dinner at the
Raleigh Tavern. Later the same month when lord Botetourt
arrived at the capital, part of the ealebzatianﬁiinélaﬁa&
a dinner at the Raleigh with the mgﬁbérs of the Council
and many other gentlemen. %The Raleigh wase likewise chosen
by Peyton Randolph in October, 1749, when he "gave a
gentaal dinner...to the electors of.this city, after which
many loyal and patriotic toasts. were draﬁk and the after~

wli

noon spent with cheeffulness and &ecarum, Several .

ygaxébaftag this, the tables were turned and after being
re«elected as Spe&kar of the House of Burgesses, Peyton

Randolph was conducted by the freeholders to the Raleigh.
The Virginia Gazette noted that this practices.

««has too long prevalled of the electors re~
ceiving entertainments from those who represent
them, and at.the same time from a tender regard .
for their apeakar, claimed by his many essential
services towards this country, conducted him to
the Raleigh, where almost every inhabitant had
“met, a general invitation having been given by
the generous electors; whose conduct throughout .
on the. Qecaaian will be long. rensgmbered as a

: ( tie {?ur&ie & Dixon), October 13, 1768,
Pr 2: acmber 27, 1768. p,. 31. {Rind), October 5, 1769, p. 2.




laudable and meritorious precedent, and highly
worthy of every county in this colony to
‘ddopt. BNotwithstanding the festivity, and
the pleasing, social intercourse, which here
prevailed, harmony, decency, and decorum,
were maintained. After partaking of a

‘most splendid dinner, and the afternoon
entirely spent, they reconducted the speaker
to his own house, where they gave three
chears, and then departed, wishing him long
‘to live to enjoy those honours which have
been so justly conferred upon him by his
countrymen,’? |

Inventories of cooking and sexrving equipment in
several Williamsburg taverns indicate that the keepers
could provide extensive and elaborate meals. Henry
Wetherburn had eight wine decanters; glasses for serving
eyllabﬁﬁ. jelly, sweetmeat, wine, and cider; sets of china
in blue and white, red and white, flowered, and enameled N
patterns, besides a parcel of odd china, and over & hun~
dred pewter dishes. He had around twenty table cloths
and twunﬁy~eight~ua§kins. Silver ita§éf£n¢1uﬁé& one tea
kettle, two pots, one milk pot, one coffee pot, two salvers,
four salts, four candlesticks, sixteen tablespoons, c¢leven

dessert spoons, nineteen teaspoons, two punch ladles, and

21514., July 14, 1774, p. 3.
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ten knives and forks. IXIn the kitchen were an additional
thirty-four knives and thirty-two forks, and one carving.
knife and fork. Cooking utensils included stew pans,
-dripping pans, frying pans, pattypans, large and small
kettles, a fish kettle, a large Dutch oven, and even .
cheese tgastexﬁ.73

Anthony Hay had one hundred twenty~two plates, twenty-
nine cups, fifty-aight saucers, fifteen coffee cups, and
twanty~£five bowls in addition to a large collection of
Queen's china, white stoneware, and one hundred twenty-
five pswter plates and twenty-~six pewter dishes. The de~
scriptiocn of glassware was not very specific: thirty wine
glasses and “412 pieces of glassware for pyramids, etec,®
The supply of linen in Hay's inventory is greater than
Wethsrburn®st: thirty-six table cloths and sixteen napkins
as well as a new cloth and ten napkins which had not been
made up. Hay had fewer pieces of ailver than Wetherburns
six punch ladles, four salts, two punch strainers, one pair
of gag&r g&hgé, twenty-eight teaspoons, and twenty-two

t&bieapeans; In addition he had sixty-three white ﬁan&ieﬁ

_ ?aYgrk County Wills an&~xnva§tniias;ﬁxxx {1760-1771).
36-43, (M~1-11):



;knivés. fifty-nine white handled forks, and one carving
knife. »Among the kitchen items vere sixnty-seven tin tart
ﬁmlﬂa, ten butter pots, ten brass chafing gishes, eleven
-stone tart pans, tin Dutch ovens, tin pans and tin dish
~covers. as well as copper utensils consisting of one coffee
pot, one chocolate pot, two boilers, five large tea kettles,
two fish kettles, and two Dutahauvens‘?q

.Items from the 1729 inventory of Giles Moody, ‘who
ran ‘g modest tavernat Capitol Ianding, provide a contrast
to. tha finer equipment listed in Hay -and Wetherburn's ine
fyéﬁtbrges. ‘Dighes included one china bowl, two small
pouas,?gupsﬂand'aaucars,-a-ggzeel of glazsware, -and plate
,#ﬁluﬁa.at;apcntﬂfin gou§69*>:whe kiﬁchensitems‘cpnaisgeﬁ
cfncutlary, ixon pots, a”bxeixex@jaAdrigping gant.azf:yﬁ
ing pan, and unSpeﬂiiiéﬁ’eaxthenwaxegswba&en=waxe. old
hraﬁa, and pewter. 75 The aiahea and cooking utensils were
ﬁufficient o praviae the xequirea aiet to a. lzmiﬁed D
ber of travelers bat.préhably;few 9p@¢i§1‘ﬁ§§hea were

offered at Moody's tavern.

T4zpig.. xIT tiana-masa, 1924, (Melell)

- 754 bga,, axaera, ws.ns, XVIX 61?2%17323. 35*»364,
€a~1-»9) , o
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Tavern keepers depended on local farmers and merchants
for many of their food supplies. For most of the century
one tam&lymwthelaurwa;lﬁ of Carter's Grove-~furnished pro-
duce and staples to Williamsburg taverns. Elizabeth Bow-
cock, Christianna Campbell, Richard Charlton, John Done
castle, Alexander Finnie, Joseph Gillimm, John Parker,
Thomas Pattison, Thomas Penman, James Shields, Anne Sulli-
vant, and Henry Wetherburn had accounts with the Burwells
for beef, lamb, mutton, pork,; veal, butter, onions, corn,

7% An account book

vheat, tea, apple c¢ider, hay and wood,
of Willimnm Lightfoot for the years 1754 to 1755 indicates
that Campbell, Doncaatle and Finnie also purchased bLgef,
mutton, pork, and veal from this pxam:ar‘_??
In addition to produce and staples purchased from
planters, the tavern keepers grew soma food in gardens and
orchards near their taverns. Probably most of the herbs.
vagetables, and fruit used in the taverns were ggown'on

"waell paled in" lots on which many of the taverns were

m&cccunt books of James Bray and his estate, 1736-
1'746, pp. 1-563 Carter Burwell, 1738«1756, passim,.; Day-
book of Nathaniel Burwell (1773-1779), passim. Burwell
Papers. Colonial ﬂ‘illimhnrq Research Archives. (M~96«1)

| 77william Lightfoot. Account Book, pp. 86, 130.
Colonial Williamsburg Research Archives. (M~1093)



built. These ’iata, however, seldom provided the amounts
of ‘wood that were used at the taverns. Wetherburn, as one
of the Burwell accounte ghows, purchased wood for his
tavern. Later in the century when John Léwis advertised
his country tavern which was located west of Williameburg
he noted that he “would suffer Fire Wood to be taken from"
his plantation nearby "to supply the Ordinary.® ©
g&i’rﬁég

nuring tha eightunth cantiiry‘ Virginia‘ns considered
arinking ai:::ha!.ié beverages as wholesome, refreshing, and
benaficiéle The "morning draught" was believed to offer
protection from the bad air and water of the marshes as:
woll as to provide soothing relief from the indulgences of
the pravibﬁ# evening.’?

At taverns drinks were pumhaaad;aepa'ra’tely ‘as well
gs;with meals. The variety'ané quality of the beversges

differ'eé at public houses as William Byrd noteds

78yirginia Gazette. (Purdie & Dixon), November 24, 1774,
P 2.

7910:& George Rankin hm:lth, Brit;sh Taverns, Thelr
ﬂigtugx and g {Mndon, 1928), p. 212; i’hilip Alexander
lis Virqgi: ,

Century (mmn. 189&), xx, '316.

77



78

...We reached Caroline courthouse, where
Colonel Armistead and Colonel Will Beverley
‘have each of 'em erected an ordinary well
supplied with wine and other polite liguors
- for the worshipful bench. Besides these, there
is a rum ordinary for peracns of more vaulgar
taste .80
In the—la;g@r taverns drinks were dispensed in a
separate room on the firast £floor called the bar. The
anonymous French txavelar, in speaking of taverns in
Williamsburg in 1765, reported "at night, Carousing and
Drinking In one Chamber and box and Dice in another.“sl
Advertisements from the Virginia Gazette indicate that
there wers bar-rooms at the Raleigh, Wetherburn's, Pullet's,
and Mrs. Campbell's on Waller street.%2 At smaller taverns
ong room was used for both eating and drinking.
‘Generally the larxrger tavarna_pmovida& their customexs
-Qﬁth’a variety of beverages. Inventories show what bever-
and,
ages were availahle at socma of the tavarnshxeiieat the

'tasta: of the customers. Marot's inventory (1717) contains

80ruis B. Wright, ed., The Prose Works of William
gxgd of Westover {caﬁbriége, 1966}, p. 374. :

al‘rreneh wravelzex, 1765%, 742.

rq L] (rurdie & 391&0n1,&0veﬁber 3, 17174,
pe 47 ?dbruarv 28, 17?1 p, 3: July 18, ‘1766, p. 4; Novem-
bez 24. 17741 ?s 3.-’. -
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the greatest va";:&aty of wines &nd liquors found in inven-
‘tories of Williawmsburg tavern kKespers: Madeira, Canary, NI
red port.,. Rheni.ﬁh, whit;a Lisbon, and sour wines:; brandy
{yrq‘_bab;y__ﬂmag&e locaily) and French brandy; English and
-agw?.gsi héax,; aniaead water, and cider. Henry B&ﬁe@ﬁk‘s
inventary for s 4lightly later period (1729) shows some
@igfém_nc:es in the typas of beverages from the ones listed
;é'ﬁarnt!as clarst, Rhenish, Madeira, red, and French
v&'lit& wines; hock, . shrub, arrack, brandy, cherry and
raspberxy brandy, citm water, yrum, cherry rum, Welsh ala,
~8x;:lstol,baer,, and cask beer. In 1746 when an inventory
was taken of John Burdett's beiongihga, the fal;wing were
listed in his cellar: rum, Madeira, a cask of wine,

English cider, strong bear, Yorkshire ale, and arrack.
Under the listing of liguor in Henry ﬁ‘ee’thexhur;x"a inventory
{1760} were arrack, bottles of port, Madeira, and claret
wine, porter, beer, rum, and corxdial. The inveatory of the
R&Jl;,ti.gh {1771) taken after Anthony Hay's death included

Scots ale, porter, arrack, rum, and Madedra, B3

- ThYork County Orders; ﬁ‘i}.ia, xv (1?16»1.726}, 242*-'245*
{n-tw} X‘Sﬂil’. (1‘?29*1732}, 55=57. (a-b-s); ¥ills, Inven-.

tories, XX (l?éﬁ—-l?S?L 46 ££. (M=1~10)3 XXI (1760-1??1}.
36-43, {Kmlwllh RKII (I?‘Zb—l‘?&?); 1?*34,, {l@—‘l«i.{). ‘
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whasé!inv@ntaxies,Suggest what drinks were most .
popular; 6f thé wines, Madeira, claret, and port appear
mg¢§,5£tan; imported ales, beers, and cider from Great
Britain were also popular; and vum, ariack, and brandy
were conguied in imrge gﬁauﬁitiéé««espeaially ag punch.
‘Beer, ale, wines, brandy, and cider which were made
ié&aliy'w%ﬁé included in the ordindry rates and gionngiﬁh
xém“maﬂeéﬂpiéhe stock of many of.the.améller.taﬁezns,
Innkeepers purchased these beverages £rom various. sources=—-
often from planters living nearby. An entyry in one of
ﬁyrd*s diaries mentions that Susanna Allen went to Queen's
Qreéﬁ'tbahuy cider from Byrd's sister-in<law, Frances
Parke Cﬁstis.84' Also the Burwell ledger of 1736 notes
that Henry Wetherburn purchaséd apple cider from this
9iantar.85 Some of the tavern keepers probably brewed or L

‘distilled their own spirits. Marot's inventory, f£or in~

stance, lists two stills valued at & 23.11;0*36

| 8433?3:‘&, Diary, 1700-1712, p. 488.
asm:mum bock of James Bray and his estate, 1736~
1746, p. 7, Burwell Papers. Calanial ﬁil&iamébuwg

Roguarch: archzvag*; (amaﬁ-l)

v sawbxk ‘County Qrﬁera, w&xx:. XV (1715»1720), BL2m
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In addition to the beers and ales brewed in homes or on
plantations, by the-midwl?eﬂ‘aAaama.Qf these beverages could
be obtained at John Mercer's brewery at Marlborough, Mer-
cer's plantation several miles northeast of PFredericksburg.
He aﬁverﬁiseé»“smaﬂﬁé BEER and PORTER at 18d. and ALE at
ls. the gallon, Vigginia;cuxreacy,lin cask, equal in good-
ness to any that can be inmported f&am any part of the
world.” Mercer's brewery was probably set up as a result
" of the additional taxes which the British government had
inpozed on the colonies. Mercer noted that "the gevere
. treatment we have lately received from our Mother Country®
wag "sufficient to recommend my undertaking {though I
should not be able to come up to the Bnglish standard,

w87

which I do not question constantly to do). Before this

period, since strong beer, porter, and ale could be readily
impgrtaa,fxom;znglan&, there was 3£££Le“demzna for a large B
brewery in Virginia.

Mercer mentioned that casks could be bought at the
brewery but promised "if they are ?eﬁaznaﬁ in good order,

and sweet...the price of them shall be roturned.” Fe also

O

87yirqinia Gagette, (Purdie.s Dixon) April 18; 1766, .
pe3 PO SRR AR T
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stated that “any person who sends bottles and corks may

have them~carefully filled and corked with beer or partaxu“aa

Many of the inventories show that the tavern keepers often
h&d‘a.suﬁplyfaf casks, bottles, and corks wvhich were used
forvlaaally;baﬁtlediériﬁksﬁ There is eviﬁen¢a~that tavern
keepera iméﬁrtéﬂ;wi@eg and liquors in pipes and casks and
thus bottled eamn»mﬁ]tﬁeix own drinks. Hay’s-inQQntnxy lists
7 emphy,éaska,~3‘haﬁﬁla=¢ases,;1ﬁ=carboya; 3 braés-aaﬁks,
and "a parcel of empty casks.” Harot 1a£t'sevexal casks,
2 cocks, and a supply of bottles. Included in Richard
Singleton's invaentory (1774) were 128 gross corks and 2 &
grnas_empty‘bettlesasg

Imported beveragesipurchased from local merchants
who ordered supplies. from Great Britain. Recorda of
several purchases made by a Williamsburg tavern keeper
have survived. In Pebruary of 1773 James Southall ordered
“a pipe of good old wine and a barrel of old rum" from

Neal ﬂamieson,_a-Xogfélkemarchan§, “In April Southall

88;9 fiﬁ 'y e N

‘ Bngfk emunty wWills, :nventori&s, XXIT (l@?l»i?&B}.
19-24. (M-1=11); Orders, Wills, XV (1716-1720), 242-246.
(M=1=7) 3 Wills. Inventmxies, XXXK {1??1~1?83}, 221 ol sed.
u'i"l"lz. ) . i i




again wrote Jamieson, this time to say that he was "in
want df.ﬁbme‘pﬁzteﬁ.?~'&avargl;anthg later Southall.
:gylie&-tha&;ﬁe_waﬁf“@ieappdinte@zin»aig;pe of #iﬁe;,;F
being such as I cant p@g&ble use; this c&uxt;}as;it was .
too new, Znstead S8cuthall asked Jamieason to send "a pipe
that you think will aute we."?%. prom these letters-it is
aviaéht that sauthallbéas paxtiéui&twabant the quality of
drirks that he  served ta his. cugtomexs at the aaleigh
Pavern. There is also. av;ﬁence of thia attentian to
quality in the fact that two~yeaxs'be£ora, Southall had
Vguxchased'“a pige‘af-maéeixa wine of the‘ﬁast quality®
from Robert cartérf-vf Nomini Ball.®®

Several eighteenth-century writerxs commenteé'on the

beverages that were commonly drunk in the colony.: Robert

- Beverly in his history published in 1?05 noted that the °

vixginiand small driﬁk "is either ﬁina and Water, Beer,

ni&k,&nd Water, or wntet alone.® He stated that aadeira

-

e

9°sei1 Jamxanon vapars, y. 17»18. h&by&ﬁyﬁbf Congress.

194 4 iheaaunt Books, 1?59~1?75 antry for
”F@hruary 23, 1?71. &ibrary ef congresas (n~21¥156
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wine, punch made from rum or brandy, French brandy, wine
and English beer were popular strong dxiaks.gz

Hagh Jones, an English clergyman who taught at the
college for several years, also commented on what
Virginians drank:

Some planters, etc. make good small drink
with cakes of parsimmons a kind of plumbs,
which grow there in great plenty; but the
common small beer is made of wolassus, which
makes extraordinary brisk good tasted liquor
at a cheap rate, with little trouble in
brewing: so that they have it fresh...and they
want it in winter and summer.

& . »

Some raise barley and make malt there,
and others have malt from England, with
which those that undersisand it, brew as
good beer as in England, at proper sea-
sons of the year: but the common strong
malt~drink mostly used, is Bristol beer;
of which is consumed vast Qquantities there
yearly; which being well brewed and ime
proved by crossing the sea, as wine, rack
/8rrack/, brandy, and rum, punch, with
drams of rum Or brandy for the comwon sort,
when they drink in s hurry.

The copmon wine comes from Madera or
Phisl, which moderately drank is fittest
to cheer the fainting spirits in the heat
of sumper and to warm the chilled bloed
in the bitter colds of winter, and scems
most peculiarly adopted for this climate:

92pobert Beverley, The History and Present State of
Virginia, ed. by Louis B. Wright (Chapel Hill, 1947),

P. 293,
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besides this, are plentifully drank with the
better sort, in late years, 8ll kinds of French,
and other European wine, especially claret

and port.93

In the Naturaml History of Virginis which was probably
written from notes made by William Byxd are the following

remarks about drinke:

A ana way obtain splendid wine from Madeira
(a Canary island), which is very delicious,
and also strong, and far bhetter and more
healthful than all our Europesn wines, not
only because of its agreeable sweetness but
bacause of its soothing guality, as I myself
have found out.

One finds here excellent apple juice and
pear julce, which in the Summer are much more
pleasant, much sweeter and more healthful than
wine. For /thi}7 reason everyone drinks it,

One has also beer of many sorts in this
country which is made f£rom different things.
For example, a very good sort is made from
Indian corn stalks, which one simply cuts and
boils thoroughly until it has sufficient sube
stance and strength. Good beer can be brewad
also as in Europe, from barley and hops, which
grow wild here.

Finally one receives all sorts of excellent
beer from England, among which there is some which
i= as strong as the strongest wine. There is
almo made a very good, pleasant, and healthful
drink, called punch, which is produced in the
following way, namely: one takes two or three
bottles of water--according to whether the

gsﬂugh Jones, The Present State of Virginia, ed. by

Richard Morton {(Chapel Hill, 1956), p. 86,



drink is desired strong or weak--a bhottle of
brandy, the Juice of six to twelve lemons,
which are strained through & clean cloth orx
a piece of linen, and a pound more or less
of sugar-~according to the sweetness desired.
All this is mixed together. PFinally a little
nutmeg is scraped into it.ngtex which one
has a very pleasant drink.

Several accounts of ﬁiil;amshu:g tavern keepers give
an indication of the popular beverages during the early
eighteenth century. The account of James Morris (1716~
1717) with Graves Packe is one. The entry for March 1,
1716 reads:

Mar 1 To 5 bottles of wine and a dish with

Zillegible/ - 5.

To a bole of lemonade for your wife _. 1.

ot

Evidently Morris's wife accompanied him on this day and
was served a bowl of lemonade. This account also indicates
the hevaxégen that Morris drank, Rum was his favorits,

and uguallg listed as a ®*pint of Rum,” but he aigz’draﬁk
ch;ax*xy rum, punch, flip, cider, gin, and wine (once

specified as *medara”) .23

ganichmn& Beatty and William Mulloey, eds., Natural

History of Virginis (Richmond, 1940), pp. .89-92. .
erapera of the Jones ?amiiy of Northumberland County,

?1tginia 1649-1889. Library of cgngxees* (m»zzwx) Here-
aftex citea as Jones Family Papers. 1
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Another early account has survived--that of Richard
King for Thomas Crease, of Williamsburg. This brief
account for May and June of 1725 records that King had
two bowls of punch, a guart of rum, and c¢lub services in
punch at Crease’s t:avern_.’%

Other surviving tavern accounts are for the years be-
tween 1764 and 1774, when records are available for some
of the men w’ha frequented the taverns kept by James Southall.
Between 1‘?5;4 and 1771 John Page of Rosewell was served
punch, sangaree, arrack punch, wine, toddy, and claret as
well as being charged for mealéffcx- himself and a “Boy".

9?: In May of

oats, tickets to bal{sf -and aluh expenses.
1768 another:customer, S_;ame)&g Middleton had several julips,
punch, and a toddy to drirﬁt. and was charged for meals and
club expenses as well. 98 15 addition to the popular punch,
wine, and sangaree which others. drank, Benry Morse, owner

of the forge at Rocky Ridge, bought bumbo, grog, and port.

Bypig.
Wﬁa:‘aline County Appeals and x-anﬁ camses, 177171=1807,
‘part 1. pp. 221-222. (&—13.2?) ' ;

98rames Scuthau. Aeeeunts, 1768-1776, - az_:iéjmazﬁ, in
Brock Collection at Huntington xuibrary. .Ovarsize photo-
stats, #78, Colonial tlillismhurg R&sear«:h ‘Libraxry.

¥
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He waa also charged for lodging, dining, and club
‘expenses.’? fThese accounts show that a variety of drinks
were available at Southall’s but that certain customers
préfexraﬁ;paxtic&lar‘bevaraggaa

By combining th% eﬁiaﬁnca from invantotiés é£4sama
éfzthqatavegaikaépgra,1aawépapaﬁVaava#tiﬁements; diaries
»ang_aaufnalsf-aaaauﬁt‘hadkag and cantempéragylhbdkaﬂane
should get aome idea of what the most popular beverages
were for e;ghteaxithwcentury Virginians: Madeira, claret, :
and port were popular w&nast”qu&gtitiesvof beer were con= -
sumed, including both the strong béers imported from (
England, such ns srﬁbtaz beer, and the small beers pro=-
duced locally: cider and rum were served in all of the
taverns: imported brandy and that made of local fruite
such as peaches and apples were drunk; and punch made
fzamvxum, arrack, or brandy was served in most of the
taverns.
Pripking Utensils

Beverages were aervgﬁziﬁ'a variety of vessels,

‘generally made from earthenware, stoneware, glass, pewter,

9% ebb-Prentis -Papers, 1757~1780. Library of Congress.
{M-116) ’
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or silver. Mugs and tankards often appesar in inventories,
but one also finds numerous pots and occasional cang;
apparently these terms were’ ,g;ﬁed -interchangeably. 100
Large nunbers of metal and earthenware drinking
vesgels seldon appear in the inventories of tavern keepers:
instead there are many references to parcels of emrthenware,
stoneware, and old pewter., With the_‘heav_y ixg& thgaé
vessels received, the earthenware undoubtedly became chipped
and cracked and the pewter worn, In some inventories the
pewter is listed by weight as in Henrxy Bowcock's inventory
which appraised "27 lbs. hard pewter at 12, 168% 1lbs
pewter at 8% and IB% 1bs. old pewter at 6,101

. 100gyen the Gefinitions are vagae; ‘a mug was "usually
cyundrh:al. with or without a handle;” a tankard was a
*tall one~handled jug or mug, usually of pewter, sometimes
with a 1idy used chiefly for drinkabeer;" a pot was a
“vesgel of cylindrical or other rounded form, and rather
deep than broad, commonly made of earthenware or metal...
used to contain wine, bear, oxr any other drink:® and cans
were "vassels of varicus materials, shapes, and sizes, in-
cluding drink.ing vessels.” Janes A. H. Murray, et al
eds., : 1ish Dictio taxfm. 3.933), VI, 745;
XX, 76; VII, 1180: IX, 5’?.

York County | -
o 181&:%*1“&:69133, Wim.m xvxx (1?29*1?32);' 5+
mux--a) iy




Purther evidence of the kind of drinking vessels used
in -colonial taverns is 9:0#1&@& by srcheclogical exca~
yvations in Williamsburg and Yorktown. Bide and grey
2 smnmm tankards from the &hine}.aﬁﬁ. English brown
stoneware, zxdl looasl stoneware mugs ware commwz
Fragments of pint m@?a‘; decorated with a sprig-molded ewan
ornament were found ;‘j_:;ma,r- the Swan Tdvern in ?Qr‘iéwf :
S.'ime -i,t: " was, not i'mém:} in *Englanﬂ-*farf tavers 'mugs» 1553
be ﬁeecx&tt&d in aama mzmer that could: ha identified with
the name of the t:avem, it is anlikely that the kea;;er of
the Swan Tavern sent to England for mugs that could be
supplied by a local potter. . Both documentary and archeos
logical &vidence suggsst that the local potter was ‘William
Rogers of Yorktown, who was also a brewar, merchant, and
ﬁenﬁlamja‘migs

Perhaps William Rogers sold pottery to Williamsburg

tavern keepersy when his stock was appraised there were

1931:%: Noel Hume, Here Lies Virginiam (New York, 1963),

p. 157. Hereafter cited as Noel Hume, Here Lies.

103;, Malcolm Watkins and Ivor Hoel Hume, The “"Poor
Potter® of Yorktown - (ﬁanttibutmns from the Muscum of Hige
tory and Technology, U. S. NHational Museun Bulietin 249,
Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1967), 21, 80-~83.
Hereafter cited as Watkins and Noel Hume, Potter.
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twenty-sis dozan quart»mngs and .sixty dozen gin& muga
on hand. 108

L&rge ammunts af glaasware were also innluﬂed.in the
tavern 1nventuxi&a changh the exact use was often ﬂiaguise&
by vague invenﬁa:y~xafaxanqes~t@ giass=xnmmers,’tnmbxeram
and ﬁgﬁﬁking,qlaaaé;, Some inventorieas, though, listed
g&aﬁaaﬁiaécéxaing to specific usess winefqiassaé; beer.
glasses, aiéer glasses, ﬁexlysélaaaea,:and ay&i&ﬁubfglagses.

The cﬁé&city of. these drinkiﬁg»vaaseisfvaziea con~
siderably. Several inventories list pots with the capacity
of a gallon or a pottle (two guarts), but guart, pint, half
pint, and éiliftene quarter pint) containers were most
common. 8Some of the early tavern accountg list the type
and capacity of the containers in which the drinks were
served. The account of James Morrie with Graves Packe
in 1716 shows that 1&&@&3&3 and punch were served in boéwls,
hut £lip ané cider;wwra~ae:v¢d-in magys . .§um*was,serveﬁ to
Morris by the haiéwpiht. pint, an&~quartﬂ Gin and cidex

wu:e_aiéqfsaxvad hyaghe,gaééta Mﬁine‘waa;ganexa1Xy.pur¢haaﬁé

m“mx}; Gounty Orders, Wills amf& Inventories, mxx
(3.?32«1749), 555 ££. (x-1-»s)
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by the bottle but one entry readss “Novr 14 %o a Pint
of wine with eﬁaeas wth Groom l)3a“105
sementg

racilities for gambling were provided at all taverns;
cards and board games were played indoors and ninepins,
cockfights, and horse races took place outside. The
anonymous French traveler's remark that “"there is not a
publick house in Virginia but have their tables all baterd
with the boxes" suggests the popularity of gambling at
taverns. 106

Inventories show cards, dice, and game tables for
cards, backgammon, and billiards. John Burdett's inven~-
tory listed "1l pr. dice”, "2 pair backgammon tables", and
1 billiaxd table with sticks, balls, etc.” The inventory
of Anthony Hay indicates that there were four mahogany
card tables, one walnut card table, and a billiaxd table
at the Raleigh. - Among the belongings of Mary Hunter, s

Yorktown tavern keeper, were ninepine, cards, and a gaming

tabiﬁa 107

19539neg‘#&mi1y,?&garg?-Cu#22~l}
106ugrench Traveller, 1765, .741.
197¥bxk“¢éuntyuﬁills; Inventories, xx.t1?4541?5§};

46-49, (M-1-10}y XXII {(1771-1783), 19=-24. {(Mi~-11l}; XVIXIX
{1732-1740), 57 . (M-1-9)
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Though cards are not listed in the Adnventories of
Williamsburg tavern keepers, transactions noting the pure
chase of cards are listed in the Virginia Gazette Day
‘Book. In April of 1751 Anne. Shields bought' "4 Packs of
caxda“&na in.March -of the following year 'kle:;anééx* Finnie
purchased »2 ﬁack's : aax&a ."ma " Ey 1764 and. 1765 éhe*gri;atm
) ing a@ﬁicze was effering WO 'kinﬁs OF aax&s for snlez ‘on
?ebx?uary 23, 17&4 Hm. ‘!ebe obtained "6 doz.: beat: azsrx-y
Cards”’ for %4;;2.;& a mcn@h lat.er !‘hlliam *‘.?rebell ?mughi:
"1 poz. Packs caras"' for: 153.—' and on Hay- 22, 1765 he bought
'“3 Doz, best ﬁm:xy c:ar&s" an& was charge& 82.1. 3,32»9 9
An ent::y in ene c:f Robert i?emley cart:er a diarxes notes
vi:hah "ﬁevex‘lay gmici Mﬁ :Eur _the cards“ on the : day that he
and Beverley played “a few Gms -of crmhage at’ ‘Pac‘id‘
-’Graixmry at Kehbahnie. 1.1.:9:
aico appear dn t.he :brwanmzy of cmxy one Wiiliamsburg

tavern }:egpax-m.?ahn B&rdett “had ‘eleven pairs.of dice~--but

108y rginia Gazette Day Book 1750-1752, p. 31. Uni-.
versity of virginia Library. Photostat Colonial Williams~
burg Regearch Library. e
10%jyginia Gazette Day Book 1764-1766, pp. 98, 24,
168, University of Virginia Library. Photostat Colonial
Williamsburg Resaarah Libmry,

. 110x)manac Plary of Robert Wormeley Carter, 1785. en-
try for December 16, Clements Library, typescript Colonial
Willismsburg Research Department.



many tavern keepers undoubtedly had them. From a surviving
York County Court record we know that one evening in ;?45
James Shields or his wife supplied an “almost new"” pair
of dice to some men who were playing hazard at their tavern.
Iater, though, one of the players replaced the new dice for
ones “very much worn on the Corners” and this pair was
subsequently found to be 1aa&a6,111

In the inventory of a Norfolk tavern keeper one finds
“One Mississippi Tsble and Balls® listed along with the
more common “Billiard Table, Candlesticks Balls & Sticks.*®
Skittles were also listed in Hamilton's inventary.llz
Skittles or ninepins was a popular game played in alleys
which were usually locatéd in the tavern vards. Daniel
Fisher observed "a number of Planters at Nine. Pins® at
‘both Ashley'’s and Mill's taverns.*® Ko reference to

allieys for playing ninepins has been located in connection

1l1¥bfk County Land Causes, 1?48~£?69, pp. 1~7 at
back ©of book. (apzwléa)

11250 folk County Appraiseiments I {1?5s~17ea), 2-3.
Virginia State Library Microfilm reel B2. ,

113?iﬁher, "Journal®, 788.
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with Williamgburg taverns during the eighteenth century,
but there was an alley at the Raleigh in the nineteenth
century. There students and others bowled much to the
pleasure of the neighborhood boys vho were paid for setting
up the pine»llﬁ

8ince the tavern keeper charged for the use of his
facilities, he encouraged the gambling tendencies of his o
customers. An account O0f Richard King with Richard Packe
from 1725 to 1727 shows that King bought several packs of
cardas and played billiards and card games of whisk, onmbre,
and alli-«fours at racke*s:tavernfin»williamsburg.lls

Cockfights and horse races were often held near the
taverns during the eighteenth century. There is, for
instance, a notice of a “Match of Cocks"™ to be fought
"at the George and Dragon, in Williamsburg® in the Pebruary
14, 1751 issue of the Virginias Gasette. Generally though,
the gomkfights and the horse races took place at the
country taverns. A cockfight was advertised for Whitsuntide

Monday in May of 1774 ét Bardyman Dancy's tavern between

£

114350hn Charles, MS Recollections, 1861, p. 47.
Colonial Williamsburg Research Archives.
11550nes Pamily Papers. (M-22-1) |
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the gentlemen of the upper and lower ends of Charles City
County. Twenty cocks were to be shown for three pounds a
battle and, in addition, there was to be a fifteen pound
grand prize. 7These svents generally lasted for the whole
day and were followed by a ball.l?® chastellux happened
ggan a cockfight while traveling through the piedmont. Be
was particularly inpressed with the popularity of cock~
fights, which he noted were *much in £ashion in Virginia®
and attracted gentlemen *from thirty to forty miles
araun&.“lzv

Horse races also drew large numbers of people.
Foliowing the description of a sweepstake race at Richmond
County Court House on July 28, 1768 is this comment:
"There was & very genteel and numerous company, and a good
ordinary at Garland’s. The goodness of the ground, with
other conveniences, makes this spot as §roper a place for
sport as any in the colony.” The "brothers of the bridle,
and lpqershaf'the furf®" were invited to begin a new sube

scription which would do “favour to a young hausekégpex,

. ’;16§ir§in§a gggéttg, (aunteré;ruhrnaty 14,;1?51, P 43
(Rind), May 12, 1774, p. 3. |

1U7chastellux, Zravels, II, 386.
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whose diligent study will be to please and thiga.."lia
By encouraging that a new subscription be started while
‘the gentlemen's interest was arroused, Garland .eould hope
to have another race near his tavern. Garland, like other
Keepers of country taverns, was always anxious to. attract
;as:ge‘ nunbers. of customers to his otherwise seldom fre-
guented tavern.

The tavern keépers did more for horse races than to
provide a ylécé for socializing., On many occasions it was
the t;évém keepe::s who ‘c:pllecté&i the subgcxiﬁtion money as
dia ;&nt:heny Hay for .!:hé .:::aca-‘ which was announced for Octeo-
ber 0f 1768. The local-tavern keeper generally cared for
.' t:ne har;aa which wexrz to be raced the following day. A
nét;-ice in the *ffi-rgig_i‘a Gazette for races to be held in
'.sﬁffaxa County in September of 1773 mentions that “those
Gentlemen who. intend .to start horses for either of the
2bove purses are aea'ixed, ‘to enter them the day before the
TRce with c‘harles Tylar, ‘who keeps the tavern lately kept

by Mr, Yelv&rtan yeymn «119

3&1:1‘.«5 (aind), Augutt 4, 1768, p. 2.

‘118yirginia

11914, sebxuary }_9, rra?, p. 2; July 22, 1773,
p. 2 &upplemnt. W T .



CHAPTER IV

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Basi&gﬁthe;uéégiﬁSQXViaeéawlaaging; food, Arink, and
aﬁuﬂﬁgﬁgts;;ﬁan.ta@%:pﬂkéoﬁerb‘o££Exe& club facilities, -
sponsored bali; #nd;iécﬁu:es; promoted &ammetcial actiéiQ
ties, or ptavi&ed'hiétihg 9Xaeee‘fbi poliﬁiéal and aiéié'u’
affafzaiv The apeeial services not” only attraaﬁéé nww cus-
tomzrs but helpea ta'satisfy the neeés of regular patrons.
Qigg gagilities v |

It can be asaumaa that graups of gentlemen ‘with

common interests gathereﬁ at certain taverns for thair
socia& aativities. $he~&iaries of wiiliam,ayré w%ich inm
cluae useful mnﬁﬁrmaticn abeut secial life duxing the first
half oﬁ the. e;ghteenﬁh,centuxy aantaxn ﬂnly‘ana referenaa
to a alﬁb:- after atﬁtn&ing the eounci& on H&y'ﬁi 1720, at
about fouxr o'clock Hyrd anﬁ save:al friends went “"to dine

at the qlub,Al Has many refaranaes to aativ1ﬁias at the

lwilliam Byrd,‘?; : - {17 :
‘Writings, ed. by Louis B. wright and Marion ?inling {Hew
York, 1958)., p.. 403¢-'
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coffeehouse where he often sat and talked, drank,
gambled, and played praatical jokes probably correspond
to what 1atez>diarists texrmed club autivitiea‘

On the other hand, George Wbshington useﬁ the club
facilities of many tarerna. He patronized the Raleigh
at varicus times batwnan 31754 and 1774, paying cludb fées
toe Finnie (1?54-1763}; i‘reball (1763-17686), H&y (1767-—1?’76}
and Southall (17?1~1??4} In 1762 he began using Mrs,
Campbell's facilitieu and he was still patronizing her
tavern as late as 1774, after she had moved to Waller
Street. He often went to Mrs. Vobe's between 1763, when
shehwas at the taver; on Waller Street, andh17?4, when
she moved to the King's Arms. Other club facilities used
by Washington were Pullet'e {1766). Charlton's {(1767-1768),
and Andexson's (1771-1774). Washington's references to
these club activities are generally vague, mentioning
“Supper and club" or "By Club as Finnies 6/." but follow-
ing the organization of the Non-Impertation Association

his ledger entry reads: "By Anthony Hays Acct. 22/9d4. and

Club at Do. arising from the Assn. meetg. there 20/."2

zeeorge Washington Ledger A, p. 290. Library of Con-
gress. (M«89-2) Hereafter cited Ledger A.
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Several years later he "dined and Spent the Evening in
the Club Room &t Mxs. Campbell's.">

Jefferson #alsc freguented clubs when he was in
Williameburg., At times during 1768 and 1769 he paid a
alub fee of seven and one~half pence at a “Coffee house, ®
perhaps Mrs. Vobe's tavern on Waller Street. On other
ocoasions he stopped at Ayvscough's, where on Qctober 23,
1769 he paid five shillings, nine pence £or dimmer and
club. Several years later he *pd club in arrack 1/'3."4

At small taverneg where there was only one public
room groups of men probably reserved a table for their
club activities. Larger taverns had separate rooms which
were made available for private groups. Washington men-
tioned the glub room at Mrs. Campbell's tavern but other
taverns such as the Raleigh, Wetherburn's, and the King's
Arms also had rooms f£AY private entertaining. These rooms
gserved gentlemen who did not have town ho&ses~ypr0viaing
a place where they could dine, taik, smoke, and play cards -

during the evenings.

3John ¢. Fitzpatrick, ed. The Disries of George Washe
ington, 1748-1770, 4 vols. {(Boston, 1925), IX, 104.

(Charlottes~

47ane carson, lonial Vit_iﬁiaﬁaﬂ:tfyxa



The rooms whare the dlubs met were probably reserved

in advance anariheféiﬁéfn keepers served all the gentlemen

as a unit, ‘whe7¥eé§“ﬁéxa not the equivalent of the club

aaes of ﬁeday, but aach inalvi&nal paid his shara of the
ﬁﬂtﬂl bill for the: foe& &ziﬁk and‘ use of the room for a .

givnﬁ evening— whe~shar;ngrofAexgenﬁaavaacaanﬁsmfor;the

variation in the ﬁif”fféés”iiom one. evening to. thé next .
as racar&eﬁ by Hashingﬁan and others in their diaxias and
leégexs.

One eighﬁeenthicentury?raférenee-wﬁich clearly indi-
ééted that “club® meanﬁgﬁhe*shaxing‘of‘axgenaas;accurs
in the day book of the Greenbriar Store which was located
in the western part of Virginia. Entries for January 2,

1773 serve as an examples =

James Preeland Dr.
To 1 Eggnog 0.2,0
To Club in Egnog 0.1.0

wm,aépcnstall
To Club in Egnog 9.3. o3

Thus whan Preeland ordered an aggnag fax himaalf he was
charged two shillings huﬁ later that day whan he shared
’eggn¢g4with Haponat&lifthe eest»was'divide& and each was

charged aepggateiy,

Sgreenbriar Sﬁoée.{ﬁumpaan & George Mathews) Day Book

April 8, 1771 - June 1773, Virginia State Library.
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Raférgn¢es in early tavern accounts indicate that
informal club arrangements existed in Williamsburg taverns
from the éariy eigh&éénﬁh century. The first known re-
ference ta;a:eiuhyﬁéiiartha account of James Morris for
1716. On April 8 he was indebted to Graves Packe "To
your Club with Cutingam ahd Blanch 1/0" and on July 5 "To
your ¢1u§'wﬁthrfin1§§§;4fﬁ,?ﬁ Another early reference to
clubs states that aéﬂsayHlL,:;?zﬁﬂRiéha:d King was charged
1s. 10%d.' by Thomas Crease for “Your Club in Punch. ™’ ;

Only one aascrﬁﬁﬁigﬁ*uf'ansaighteeﬂthwcentury;
williamsburg cldb‘hgé:survivadwﬁﬁhaﬁ,Qf,nobar%fnunterjla -
young Englishman who. visited the former capital on :
February 25, -1786 and stayed at Gabriel Maupin's taverns

‘We put up at Maupin's and afterwards .called

and delivered ocur letter to Colonel Samuel

Griffin, a very genteel man, brother to

Dr. Griffin of York, He politely asked us

to stay dimnner; and. upon our refusing, invited -

us to a club tonight to be held at the inn

where we stay. Our next visit was to Mr.

Caxter and then we returned to dinner. 1In
- the afternoon we dressed curselves and went

3 6Miaeellaneaus -papers relating to the estate of Richard
King, Papsus of the Jones Pamily of Northumberland County,
Virginis,. 1649~1889. ' Library of. coagtass. {M=22-1} Hereafter
cited Jan@s family Eapmxs# ; , . -~ =

7uis¢e11aneeus ‘pPapers relating to James Moxris, Jones
Family Papers. | - . .
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to drink tea with Mr. and Mrs. Carteér-~the
daughter is a sweet, accomplished youny girl
and the son a genteel young man.. At eight
we left them Lo go to the club we were
dnvited :to.. Here we were introduced to :
Genearal Gataa; ‘Mr. Beverley Dixon, Dr. un&&iaana
.‘etc,, Colonel’ !'inney, etc,, etc.. We playved :
at whist till ten, when we all sat down to
suvper,a and spent the evening very agxeenbly. :
At eleven the gentlemen went away and we
u_ret:ired to our bed. . Several of them pressed .
usito siay very mwh, that we might have
-, the opportunity of dining.at their houses.. .
‘Hadfleld and X, aec:ard.{ng to custom, alapt:
in the same yoom. I ms joked a little about -
the aem: m&emieelle.

‘x"hough this refereme s.s for a Mter pe:i.od we czm agssume
that: the club activities vhic:h Bun!:ex fiesexibed had not
~ehange& &ppreciably auri.ﬂg t.he yaax's.

t

*I‘avarn cluba in ﬁoloxxial virgixzia had 1:Lt:t1& resem~
blance to the feml r:::lu?:ss in Mndan ‘or their c:aunterpartsf
m Boston, pma.aaaz.ghia. and New York., Rather, Williams-'
barg taverns aumd as meeting placea f:’ox the councillors,
burgesses, zawyers, mmhanm, ah.tp csa;ztuina, planters,
frontiersmen, and Qt;mra who frequmteﬂ the capital. These
clubs were of an informal nature and provided a place where
the men cau!.a t&&k# smoke,’ ganble, drink, and obtain light

ra freshmm:s W

T

szucmia B. Wright and ﬁarizm Tinling, eds, Q_' uebec to
Carolina in 3.785—-3,786. Be the Travel D nd_Obsexrs
i £ X hant of London

{San Marino, 1943)," ?* 232.
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Ifiﬂi{;iam@barg'ha&‘heen a city, perhaps its tavern
alu?a*might have become more ‘like those in the northern
aolan%e&,w%iah~3ieﬁggaar_ﬁmm£1tan, an Annapolis physician,
visited on a jéurnaﬁ'in'liéd;,,aig coloxrful account of
club activitiéa<nt’t&verns 9rav£dnﬁié'conkxa§£;ta the in-
formal clubs fauné in Vigginia., As was custamary of
travelera at that.txme, Hhmixtun took letters of intro-
duction to praminenﬁ gantlemen in the othnx colonies, It
was these men who intrada¢eﬁ Hamilton to tlubs in Phila~
delphin, Hew York, Boatumu ‘and KeWpoxt.r

In rhila&elphia ha was intraﬁnaed to the Governor's
Club: “a society Qf;gnntlemen that met at a tavern every
pight and converse an.vatious aubjacta.. ‘%his group dige
‘cussed foreign: yaets ané.wxitﬁrs and accaaioually toasts
were. drurk to cexﬁain 1&51@5.10, i

- Hamilton was,igviteaﬁtq_suy witha;h&'&@pgarian Club in
Hew York, which metiévqu night;at.a tavern ﬁépt by & man
named Todd. He aataé{that “two or three toapers in the

company seemed to be of opinion that a man could not have

_ 963:1 Bridenbaugh, ed., Gentleman's Progqress: The
Itinexarium of Dr. Alexar 1 744 (Chapel Hill,

10ypid., p. 21.




a more scaiablgAgu;iiny or enduement than to be able to
pour down seasécf ligquor and remaiﬁ uncongquered while
others sunk beneath the table,"ll

In Boston ﬂamiiton_aﬁténég&,several ﬁlﬂb%#”&ﬁﬂﬂa them
the #hysicall clﬁbféhiﬂhimet"at\tha'$un Tavern. ‘Being a
physician, aamiltan share& common interests with-this
group who "drink gan&h. Bmoﬁk&ﬂ tobacco, and talked of

sundry matters.”: 8amilt9n also visited one of the clubs

which met at. ﬁithazed*s Tavern.;(wha number of clubas which

met at this tavern ia aaggestaa by -Hamilton's eﬂperience
'after he got up ta-speak to the innkeepers:s "I hee&lessly
every t;me went inta a rﬁomnwhaxs there wae. a strange

eampany as X returned ana twice sat dawn in the m&ast of

them. nor diﬁ I diacbver I was in the wrong pox- till
. & -

found them all etar}?’ &tt me. ®
aamiltcn faun& thﬁ convexsation baring at - tha Philo-

sophical,club whiqhﬁgagginuﬂewpoatn He soon tired of talk

ef‘privategring agé,,uéigingivessels anﬁ{reﬁizé&fto his

}aﬁgiaga@ia

‘1lzpsa., pp.. 42~45. .
lﬁ;gia» PP 115 ana 14g, Phog T

13xh1a,, pp. 151~152“:; R
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The tavern clubs which Hamilton visited had certain
characteristics in common. The members usually met every
evening or weekly in special rooms at the taverns. Thay
often had supper and then drank punch, smoked, and talked
on various subjects. At some clubs most of the conversation
was related to a pértiaular subject as at the "Physicall
Club* in Boston, but at others the topics varied consider-
ably: discuasions of news items and politics or criticism
of books and literary topics. Preguently the c¢lub acti-
vities were interrupted by toasts to various guests, public
officials, and at times to certain ladies. Some club mem~
bers were heavy drinkers and, as Hamilton suggested,
enjoyed making their guests drunk. The tavern clubs which
Hamilton visited were organized affairs, some even had
officers who preaiﬁé& over the meetings. The principal
function of these ciuba, howevexr, was to provide companion-
ship and entartainmeng for the members in the evenings.

Hamilton's cantﬁ#t with northern clubs and former
asgociation with a club in Scotland, probably prompted the
founding, on May 14, 1745, of "The Ancient and Honourable
Tuesday Club."” mhis?;rauprwhich net weekly at the hownes
of its members in Annapolis was "designed for humor and...

a sort of farcical Drama of Mock Majesty." Officers
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included a president, a combination poet laureate and
P.P.P.P.P. (Poet, printer, punster, purveyor, and
punchmaker), and Hamilton as secretary and historiographer,
otherwise known as Loguacious Scribble, Esq. One rule
stated that if a member brought up the subject of Maryland
politics "no answer shall be given thereto, but...the
society shall laugh at the Member offending in order to
divert the discourse.” One dish, generally & gammon of
bacon, was served a&iaaﬁh meeting but no fresh liquor was.
prepared after eleven., The ritual accorded the first
toast to “the Ladies,” then “the King's Majesty,” and
lsst, “the Deluge." The club lasted for nine years, but
with the death of Hamilton on May 11, 1756, the Tuesday

Clubh ceased to meet'14

Balle and Special Entertainments

The tavern keepers who were always anxious to attract
new customers sponsored balls, exhibits, and lectures., In -——
Williamsburg halié were given during Puplic Times and were
held at taverns éﬁ well as at the Capitol, Palace and
Courthouse. Ann shiéiés, whose tavern was probably not -

large enough fot1a<§§li; arranged to have a ball attthe

-

14xb;d.‘ Xntrdﬁﬁttian{ Pp. xvi-xxii.
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Courthouse on April 23, 1751 for the “Entertainment of
Gentlemen and Ladies.” Mrs. Shields had 200 tickets v
printed for this ball and mdvertised that tickets could
be had “"at her House...at Half a v&i%st:ola each."t? tme
sare spring Finnie Sééansoi:gﬁ» at. ieast one ball as he was
charged twice “for advertising your 8311,‘*13 By the
following year both Finnie and Wetherburn were having
balls during the “sitfing of the General Assembly and
Court.” The mm ‘at séetherbum-'.s. were planned for each
Tuesday evening. ,I;élff "av:;gﬁiaq. was the usual price for
a ticket.l” These balls held in 1752 were the only adver-
tised balls but others undoubtedly tock place. Accounts
of John Page, Jr., amfi Henry Morse with James B‘pﬁli:han‘:
show that these men -ipuzchas}eﬂ ball tickets from the tavern

18

keeper in 1768, 1770 and 1773. During the two earlier

5yirginia Gazette (Hunter), Apxil 11, 1751, p. 4:
Virginia Gasette Day Book 1750~1752, p. 31. University of
Virginia Library. Photostat Colonial Williamsbhurg Research
Library.

161pid., pp. 32 and 34.

17Virginia Cazotte (Hunter), Pebruary 27, 1752, p. 4:
March 5, 1752, p. 3.

18pccount of John Page, Jr., with James Southall recorded
in Caroline County Appeals and Land Causes, 1777-1801, part
1, pp. 221-222 (M~1127): fragmentarxy account of Henry Morse
with James Scouthall, June 5, 1770, Webb~Prentis Papezrs,
1757-~1780. Library of Congress. (M~116)
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years Southall was keeper of what had been Wetherburn's
Tavern, but by 1773 Southall was operating the Raleigh.

Like other rooms at the large taverns the ballrooms -
could be rented for private parties, Jefferson mentioned
“dancing with Belinda in the Apollo" in a letter to John
Page:l9 however, since Jefferson's accounts-do not include
either subscriptions or tickets, this was probably a pri-
vate ball at the Raleigh.

Special entertainments at taverns were usually part
of the celebrations of the King's birthday. On June 6,
1766, Governor Fauquier and some of the principal gentlemen
of Williamsburg met at Pullet's tavern and "spent the
evening in honour of his Majesty.“zo

Other towns also celebrated that summer. In Hampton
gentlemen combined their observance of the King's birthday
with the repeal of the Stamp Act. In the morning the fir-
ing of guns and other demonstrations of joy took place.
At noon after the royal salute was given the men "repaired

to the Bunch of Grapes tavern where an elegant entertain-

ment was provided, " numerous healths were drunk, and

19yulian P. Boyd, ed., The Papers of Thomas Jefferson
(Princeton, 1950 to date), I, 11.

20yirginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), June 6, 1766, p. 2.



110

cannons were. discharged. - The Virginia Gazette also noted

: ;that- \

. A plentiful ‘dinnor’ was provided for the.
”othﬂt‘inhabitaats at some distance whence every
acclanation was cheerfully repeated. In the
evening - there was a ball and supper at the King's
Arms tavern, which the Sadies graced with their
company; during which the populzce concluded

. their rejoicing, by a repitition of the healths .
round a large bonefire. The whole day paa&aﬁ-gl
‘with the greatest joy, decency, and unanimity.“”

The celebration at Newtown in Princess Anne County was
:1easua1§ﬁaraﬁa.u<Gn23%ne=26§h;théfpkiaéi§31~geﬁtié&enﬁ

. -calebrated- the repeﬁqufvﬁhe*Sﬁampfaﬁﬁ étvthe Rising Sun
Tavern where there ﬁ;s”“exggant:enterﬁsiﬁméht“Maﬁa

numerous toasts were drunk. There was a ball in the even-

-ing. where "a numereua;aompany'Qf‘hadiaé and Gentlemen;..
22

made- a'genteel appearance;"

Fotices in-the Virgini 'étte~mentianfa~iéatdre and

exhibit of paintings that were held at Williamsburg taverns.
On two evanings'iﬁ-Sanuazy“af-l?é?‘thé celebrated Lecture on
Heads was delivered “in. the Great Room of the Rawleigh

tavern." Several years later Mr. Pratt, a portrait painter

211”1&*; J&na 133 1766; p’* 2»-0 : )



111
from England and Ireland, exhibited paintings at Mrs. Vobe's
tavern, The King's Arms. The paintings and a choice se~
lection of prints, after being‘exhihitad'for a week, were
to be sold on March 13, 1??3&23
Political Events

Tavern keepers, whose faailitieahw@re a natural
center for informal 9¢1£ﬁical diaeuasieaa¢ enasugagea
pclitical ggthgxinga‘ After all few men could be axpaetaﬁ
to meet at #ﬁ; taverns for political purposes without
neeaing scme'refrenhmant‘ ﬁashington 6 ledger entry for.
.May 17, 1769, the aay of ﬁhe orgaﬂizaﬁion of the Non-
Inportation aaaaciation shnwa that his ahare ‘of the club

A

expenses at the naleigh “ariaing from the Assn. meetqg.
there” was twenty shillings. 24
The atousea feelings of’many citizens auring the
period hafbte the repeal af the Stamp Act caused much
discussion at taverns. The anonymous Prench traveler who
had‘bagn in Williamsburg and hsa#d Patrick Heonry épeak out
against the Stamp.puty found ﬁh&t ﬁavﬁ?ﬁble sentiments

extended beyond the capital. One evening he lodged at the

231pid., January 8, 1767, p. 3: March 4, 1773, p. 3.

24sedger A, p. 290,
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‘tavern in Newcastle kept by Colonel Johnson and was held
over for a day-by tha r‘ai:;; The Prenchman remarked that
“wé had nothing talked of but the Stemp Dutys. the major
/8 vrother of the innkeeper/ says he'l soonexr die than pay
a farthing, and is sure that all T‘hi_‘._s’ .acmnii;rymeh will do

-the Same. w23

In March of 1766 some cclcmista wexre stin
inflamed lest the Stamp Act be enforced and on the 29th
about thirty prominent men of Norfolk spent the night at
“one of the taverns where. they discussed 5 and .planned further
MEABULeSs .. Within m Quys the Sons of Liberty had met and
voted "that the Parliament impéaihg taxes on America is
unconstitutional and illegals and therefore determined,
"-A:Ln case the Stamp Act is to be inforced, that they will
stand by each other in order to oppose it with all their
might. w26

During the psréod leading to the Revolution tempers
flared and intense loyalties pxéﬂw;eﬁ. some heated. moments
at - taverns. ' One nﬁﬁ in. ayxmﬁhy with the prevailing view

L WA hat:ﬁex aff ncm ‘ézu 3‘!}& h&a ﬁé&ii.ngs a8 Miczhalas

S"Journale c&f ;a _;:a:emzh *@:av&ller in :t:he mlaniea, 1765,"
: ;i~:_,_\'_v'~w;;_m tmnx, 74?,. “Hereafter

1913, 165, oo el
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Cresswell noted in his journzl for Hovember 1, 1774:

This evening went to the Tavern /in Alexandria/
£6& Hear the Resolves of the Continental
Congress. Read a Petition to the Throne

and a address to the pecple of Great Britain.
Both of them full of duplicity and false
represzentation. I look upon them as in-
sults to the understanding and dignity of
the British Sovereign and people. Am in
‘hopes their petitions will never be granted.
I am sorry to ses them s0 well received by
the people and the sentiments so univer-
sally adopted. It is a plain proof that

the seeds of rebellion are already sown and
have taken very deep root, but am in hopes
they will be eradicated next summer. I

am cbliged to act the hypocrite and extol
these proceedings as the wisest productions
of any assembly on Earth, but in my heart

X despise_them and look upon them with
contempt.27

Cresswell was wise enough to hold his tongue and not
express his true sentinents on such an occasion but others
were not. Samuel Shepard of Buckingham County returned to
Virginia in 1776 after spending aix years in England. One
evening he met gome old friends at the tavern and their
talk turned to the rebellion, At first Shepard said
nothing and locked on in amazement, but one of his friends,

Mr, Cabell, noticed his silence and asked if he disagreed.

275icholas Cresswell, The Journal of Nicholas Cresg~
well, 1774-1777 (New York, 1924}, p. 45.



Shepard answereqd that he did,

acknowledging the great sins of the British
to the colonies but expressing a belief
that there was enough spirit of agreement
batween the contestants to discover a way to
peace...XI opened the subject, stating both
sides as well as I could without ill temper
or prejudice....But suddenly moved by the
indignant amazenment of some of the men at
another table, I paused, and came to an
end, without passion....We proceeded with
theo wine when, shortly, Mr. P. returned
with Mr, Jones and another officer and I
was told X was arrested for treasonable
acts and speech...

Shepard found the jail to be cold but was able to bribe
the jailor into starting a fire. ILater éhe jailar
entertained him with news of the area and warned him about
entering into talks about the current inflammatory issues.
Shepard noted that the jailor advised about thinking
aloud, saying that

we are going to have a hard time, and we can't

have treasonable talk to weaken our cause. He

said, you are most fortunate in not having old

man Pat Henry here at the tavern, he would have

addressed the pecople and you would have been

treated badly....The following day I was per~
mitted to leave the jaizgza

| rly, 2nd ser., XV (1935},
411-412. j

114



115

The Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg was frequently
used for political meetings in the years before the
American Revolution. The most important of the early
meetings was held on May 17, 1769, After Lord Botetourt
dissolved the General Assembly the "late representatives of
the people" reassembled at the Raleigh, elected Peyton
Randolph moderator, and proceeded with the business of
forming an association. On the following day a "great

number of the principal Gentlemen of the Colony" signed

the “"Association,®" a non~importation agreement, and then
proceeded to drink toasts to "The KING. ____ The QUEEN and
ROYAL FAMILY. _____ His Excellency Lord BOTETOURT, and
prosperity to VIRGINIA. ___A speedy and lasting union bew
tween GREAT BﬁITAIﬂ and her COLOHIEE...“ZQ

Not all of the meetings held at the Raleigh consisted
of large groups. One evening in the spring of 177336
Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, Francis L. Lee, Dabney

Carr and ,Thomas Jefferson met in a private room of the

‘Raleigh to consult on matters which they felt the older,

29Virg£nia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), May 18, 1769, p. 2.

301t has been assumed that the meeting was held be~
tween March 4, when Dunmore called the Assembly, and March 12,
the date Richard Blarnd reported the resolutions to the
Committee of the Whole.
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leading members lacked the zeal to express, This private
group was convinced of the need for united colonial action
and proposed that committees of correspondence be
established in each colany.31

On May 26, 1774 the Burgesses were again dissolved,
this time by Lord Dunmore. The following day the "late
representatives® met in the Apollo Room of the Raleigh
and adopted another "Association.” This agreement pro=-
teeﬁed the closing of the port of Boston, and the addie-
tional taxes on tea and other items, and it also recom=
mended that delegates from the colonies assemble in a
general congress to discuss the measures affecting their
united interests.32

Though much interest had been aroused by these poli~
tical meetings, particularly those which were held at the
Raleigh, one must remember that these meetings occurred
only during the last few years of colonisl rule. For most
of the colonial period pélitics was just one of many

toplcs discussed at the taverns.

3lhomas Jefferson, “"Autobiography" in The Writings
of Thomas Jefferson, ed. by Paul Lelicester Ford (New
York, 1892~1899) I, 7-9.

32yirginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), May 26, 1774,

PP, 2«3 -
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Conmerciml Activities

Besides serving the communities as sccial and political
centers, the taverns were also centerg for commercial
activities. Tavern kescpers encouraged these activities
since they attmctéé more business to Atheii-- bars and
ﬁiz;ner tables. Auctions were held qutsida the-taveras and —
in the rcooms private business aealinéa_; were éias'dussed .

At times various kinds of goods as weil as tickets to
certain functions were sold at taverns. Then too, groups
of business men and cothers often chose to hold their
meetings at taverns.

In front of the Raleigh~~the favored location in the
capital for holding an auction--land and slaves were most
fregquently sold though a wide assortment of other goods
were alasc auctioned off through the years. One finds,

Many advertisements in the ¥irginisg Gazette like the
following:

Tc be SOLD, on Thursdany the 30th of April next,

befora the door of the Raleigh tavern, in
Williamsburg.

EICHT hundred acres of good level LARD
in Ring William county, about three miles
sbove Claiborne's ferry: and five hundred
acres of low grounds, opposite the same,
in New Kent county. There are good




buildings on the first mentioned tract of
land, and it _has the a&vantaga of a fine
£ishery.e...

Io be SOLD by guction, on Friday the 12th of
December next, before Mr. Trebell's dooxr,

A VERY Handsome and Convenient S‘I’ORWSE;
on the main street in Wiliiamsbuxg, with nmy
a&mtaqe £from its situation either for a
merchant or tradesman, and is in exceeding
good repair, having been built but a short
time. The credit will be agreed on at the day
of sale, the mrchasax giving bond and security
to

JOHN THOMPSON, & co.3¢

To be SOLD garg the Raleigh Ravern, in
Winimburg; on Wednesday the 9 of March

for ready Money,

Pourteen or fifteen likoly Virginia
born NBGRORS, consisting of Men, Women,
Boys, and Gi_.!’lﬁv

B. B, The above Negroes will posi-
tively‘ be sold at the Time and Place
above mntime&

'& SOLD ge_tc)xa t:he Raleigh, on Priday
the . 5th _of November, in the Afternocon,
A maam MOLATTO BO¥, about
ejightean Years old, and has been used to
wait on a Gentleman, alsc a COOK WENCH,.
belonging to the Estate of the Reverend
Josiah Johnson, ‘deceased. Credit will be
allowed till the 25th of April, Bond and
Security being givezz to ,
JORY CAMM, 36
JAMES CARTER, Execytors

33?5.:3&.;;3& Gaaeggg_ {Puras.e & Dixen), Pebmary B,

17’5?; P 3.

34&1&” ‘Decenbex 4,, '1‘?56, p. 3.
35zp3id., Pebruary 17. 1774. p. 3.
361n1d., October 7. 1773, p. 2.
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next Week, bevﬁcxe the Raleigh &vgr:n, in
Williamsbmrg, ‘

THER beautiful Horse MHTHE!I, a gentael\
FAMILY COACH, with Harness for six ﬁarsew :
also several Pieces of FASHIONABLE. PM'.?E, T
yet remaining' of the Eatate -of the late
Jagg Mercer, anaize. deceased, Credit
~will be allowed until the 25th of’ Ag:cgl
next, the Purchasera giv:.ng Bond and
ﬁetmxity, ‘with’ :Cnt.exmst from the Sale, ,
but if the Money is paid when due, the
Interest will be abat,gd‘,

. e H

~

Williamsburg, October 24. JAMES MERCER:
. . N.B. The Plate is lodged with Mr. craigi
-anét‘ may be seen by any inclinable to purchase.

SUNDRY damaged Goods, conaisting of
. LINENS and IRON WARE, imported in the
Unity, Captain Goosley, from London, to
be sold at the Raleigh Door, for ready
Money, on Monday the 22d Instant, at
five o'clock in the Afterncon, for the
Benefit of the Ensurers.
B ROBERT PRENTIS.3S
Holding auationa in front of. tavms was not canfined
to ﬁilliamabarg for there were auti:mns at country taverns
and in small towns on court days. ﬂmmmr WOOLENS, eonu
sisting of Dutch m&ﬁﬁthar ‘blankets, Tugs and Negro
cottons &c." were to be sold at a public auction "before
the Iong Ordinary door, in Predericksburg, on Thursday

the 15thn: instant, being Spotsylvenia gourt day.” In

371pid., Octcber 24, 1771, p. 2.

381nid., March 18, 1773, p. 3.
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1767 IWENTY valuable Virginia born SLAVES® were to be sold
at Captain Nevil's Ordinary in Pauquier County ®on the
SBecond Tuesday in March pezt; if fair, if not, the next
fair Q‘yg”39~ .
examéie of auctions at the counkgy.§QV&rnafput illustrates

@gis"laat advertisement not only zerves as an

th$.iufiueﬂce'aﬁ-wnathew»csnditiaﬁa on these sales. Be-
cause of the poor roads few peapie atten&ed the auctions
if the waather was baﬁ. Some sales were cauncelled as this
advartxsemeatishawsz “?BE Badnegs of the ﬂ%&thex_preventm
ing the sale éf;my Land aﬁvertiaﬁd~sdm§7?ime ago, I now
propo;§ to sell it by“gustiqn. hefbrg the Raleigh Door
in Willlamsburg. 40

5iﬁt1§ evidence has suzéive&“raaounting the private
business affairs which were arranged at the taverns,. but
undaubteéiy ﬁusiness-agreementa-wera reacﬁéé‘in~t§vexaa'
whare men aftan qathered to taxk and diacaas tbair affairs.

Alrefexenca to ane as ﬁhese buainass ﬁalks surviveﬁ in

tha publiﬁhed papara oﬂ aﬁhn &arien & SOna. Qne_ﬁamuel

3gg;mgn1a Gazette (m.na;, November 8, 3.77&, p. 13
Pebruary 19, 1767, p. 3. e

40y b;a., (mréia & Dixon), March 18, 7?3, p, 3.
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Shields wrote John Norton in 1784 and asked him to recall
‘when I.appliea»ta~yau-in,the Time.pf;uar {& I beg you to
recollect thau*it'was in-ﬁhe“?eético.af the&xaleigh Pavern})
:x éesira& yau to - let me know what: ycu w.d allow for Tobo.

in niaﬁharga oF. thia nebt».‘* él

\.

Qavexn-keepexs aft&a_salﬁ;tidkate‘aq& gubzeriptions
fet'iéttgxies; theatrical events, balle, and horse races.-
In williamsburg lqtﬁéries were frequently drawn at the ——
Raleigh ﬁhilé\anéhoﬁy,ﬂay,waa keapar.éz These lotteries,.
generally set up for the disposing of property. were
popular throughout the colony. For instance, the drawing
for Peter warren’9-1°tt9ry in 1766 wag,announcadfta take
place on January lsg at Bage's ordin&:y'inrPeteésburg.“a
In 1751 mnhey'fer'subscriptiana-to the playhoﬁsa were sent
to "Mr. Einnie's at the Raleigh, where Tickets may be had."

That fall Alexander Finnie also sold tickets for a ball.

4l?rancea NHorton Mascn, ed. Jshn ﬁargcn‘& Sone,
ants : .wnde.gand,;i;}i'ia (Richmmn&: Bieta Press,
1937). Pe. 465." .

42Advertiaam&ntﬁ iﬁ tha fbllawing issves oﬁ the Vir-
ginia Gazette annauncaa lotteries to be drawn at. th&
Raleighs . {Purdie & “Dixon), June 20, 1766, p. 2; {Rind),
Decenber 24, 1767, p. 4* tPu:die-& bixcn), &§ril 13. 1?69,
Pe 3. g A : 7

43xhid.; (#uféiéfg.aixéﬁ;,'peagmber_1;,~l?ﬁé,Jps_§,~

7
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at the Courthouse which was sponsored by Richard Coventon,
a dancing mastér.44 An advertisement shows that the play-
house had other uses besides theatrical ones. In 1758
"that elaborate and celebrated Piece of Mechanism, call'd
the MICROCOSM, OR THE WORLD IN MINIATURE" was featured
there. Tickets wore available only at the Ralelgh Tavern
and the printing office, and it was “"hunmbly hoped no Person
will take it amiss if not admitted without a wicket.“45
Several years later subscriptions for a sweepstake race
in October, 1768, were sent to Anthony Bay.46

There is also evidence that some tavern keepers sold
merchandise. In October, 1752 Samuel Rockwell advertised
that he "MAKES, cleans and mends all Sorts of Clocks and
Watchez” and that at present he had two good clocks for
sale at Mr. Pionie's in Williamsburg.®’ Though the lo-
cuti&n is unknown it has been assumed that James Southall

was keeping a- tavern in 1766 when it was advertised that

4%1pia., (Hunter), August 29, 1751, p. 33 ;ggm.,
Octaber 24, 1751, p: 3.

S;bid,. Qctabex'z, 1755, p. 3.
%1p4d., (Rind), Pebruary 19, 1767, p. 2.

471pia,, (Hunter), October 27, 1752, p. 1.
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“PﬂOLB's best Scotch SNUFF" was available in Noxfolk and
at Mr. James Southall's in Williamsburg." Jewelery was ——
sold at a tavern in 1766, for James Geddy, a Williamsburg
silversmith, advertised that he had left "a neat assort-
ment of JEWELLERY, with GOLD and SILVER WORK...at Mr.
Bennett White's who keeps a publick house of good enter=-
tainment in Newéastle.”43

Many eighteenthw~century tavern keepers were also in

the transportation business since they usually offered
horses, chairs and carts for hire. One innkeeper, Joseph
Gilliam, advertised that “THE S8ubscriber in Williamsbuxg,

has a very good travelling Chair and Horses, to hire to

any Part of the County: Also a Cart and Horses." John

481pid., (Purdie & Dixon), August 1, 1766, p. 3; Ibid.

One generally associates peddlers with the commercial
activities of taverns but this evidently was not true of
colonial Virginia. The peddlers that came to the colony
usually dealt in skins, cattle and horses but their acti-
vities were curtailed by laws passed in the General Assembly
between 1738 and 1762, It was necessary for peddlers to
obtain licenses and the cost and trouble involved in pro-
curing one as well as the penalty for trading without a
license increased aonsiderably after 1738. These restric-
tions made peddling sufficiently difficult and thus dis-
couraged most peddlers from operating in the colony.

William W. Hening, 3Statutes at Large...(Richmond, 1810-1823),
V. 54-57, 355=357; VII, 283-288, 405-406, 585-587.
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Carter noted in the advertisement of his Williamsburg
tavern that he had "a good travﬁz;ing‘chair, with a Top

to it in case of Rain, to hire,*%?

In 1771 when Mrs. Vobe
adveitised the sale of her furniture it included "Riding
Chairs, both double and single, with Harness new and come
plete, a small Pumbrel, two Carts, nine very good Cart
Horses, with Kaxne;é, several Mens Saddles and Bridles."’
Inventories of tavern keepers likewise give evidence of
these items: Marot had one coach, one cart and ten horses; —-
Bowcock had a large and a smell tumbrel, one old wagon,
and nine horses; Shields had two chairs, one cart, one —
wagon and eight horsesr Wetherburn had seven horses, one
chair and harness, one wagon and harness; and Hay had five
horses, one phaeton and harness, one single chair and
harness. Hay's slaves included "a good. Coachman and
Cartex.”ﬁi

Hiring of horses and carts is mentioned in two tavern

accounts. The account of John paqé;ﬁﬁkguira,-with,anmaa

%%Ibid., (Runter), April 18, 1745, p. 47 Ibid.

*%1ma., (Purdie & Dixon), July 2

1?71, p‘ 2»

5J’Yerk County Or&ers. Wille, XV timsa-:.m) . 242-246
{M-1~7) 2 ;biﬁn RVIY (1729*3.‘?33), 55=57, »}, ;.1*-8}3' zgm“
Wills., Inventories, XX (1745-1759), 198' @?; {M~1-10); Ibid.,
XX {1760~1771), 36=43 (M=1lw1l): xbiﬁgg‘ﬂﬁxl (17711783},
19«24 (M~1l~ll); Virginis Gazette (Purdga‘ﬁ Dixon},
January 17, 1771, p. 3.
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\_zgaﬁﬁhail shows charges on two dates for horse hire--one time
he was ch#mﬁ ,»5;2» and on another .dat.e 3s. 9d., MAnother
‘time he was charged for “Cart here ,;3!9.“52 The following
year John Prentis was charged by Robert Anderson for cartages
78. 6d. on one date and 3s, 9d. on anamr.sa Also there
is manﬁ&e;gx of hiring a chair in the jauml- of the anony-
mous ?x:ﬁriéh tx‘\.&%l@#;- In the company of & Mr., Cristy from
ga}.t:imre the two "hired = Chair vax;d took a ride to Jameses
City. 54

Notices of meetings to be held at the taverns frew-
qgquently appeared in the Virginiaf Garzette. In the spring of
1752 Wetherburn ‘s was the meeting place for members of the
Cape Company and the Ohio Company. Later that vear members
of the Mississippi Company were called to a meeting at the
Raleigh.ss :aeegi;.an of creditors to particular estates -

were also held at the taverns., For instance, the creditors

52pccount of John Page with James Southall for 1771,
Caroline Gounty Appeals and Land l:auaea. 1‘??7-=1307. Part 1,
pe 213. (3*112‘7} RN L

53Mcaunt of Jahn Prentis with Rﬂbﬁt‘t m\maan, 1772,
-"Mabb—»?:entis !.’apex's; ﬂnivéi'sity Qf Vizgini& Library. {M-116)

54 "F‘mnch ';emwner, 175.5, ‘f 741,.
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to James ,g@;g'q tiustees were degi:eg} to meet at Mr.
Trebell's (Raleigh Tavern) on Decemder 11, 1766 » In some
cases executors who ware attempting to collect payments
-remained at the taverns for a@argl dayss

THIS i= to give NOTICE, that the executors of:

Col. CHARLES CARTER, deceased will attend st

Mr., mmm HAY's in Hi;ﬁ,iw urg, from the

first until:ithe 6th day of Hay next, toO re-’

_ceive ‘the payments them due upon bond, . ..36

Meotings of a civic nature were frequently held at
taverns. . In April, 1757 “PHE Gentlemen appointed by the
.Common Hall of the City of Williamsburg® were asked ‘to
meet at Henry Wetherburn's to agree with a carpenter on
the building of a market house in the city. Latexr in
April, 176%, a similar group of men met with an undertaker

at. the Raleigh concerning the building of a brick courtw-

‘house. The Virginia Gazette noted ahat the plans for the ceurthouse
could be seen at Mr. Hay-‘éf Im'_k;aleigh*?:’aa likewise v,thej
meeting place several years later for the committee con~ |

-cerned with the bdi;i&-ing?bf ﬁthe -stpi;tﬁi; -ﬂnreréén were

urged to i,nspacsf. the plme am ;:xepara propusala to be’

prasemte& at the mwting. xn Jtzmc : 1763, a gaaeral meeting

55;:31&., (mram & D:n:on), November 20, 1766, p. 2:
(Rind), March 31, 1768.. p.i 3.
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of the merchants and traders of the colony was held at
the ﬁaleigh.57 This was the beginning of a series of meet~
ings of men concerned with commerce in the years before
the Revolution.

Besides serving as a meeting place for groups, the
taverns were used as a place where people could be con-
tacted. In 1752 Le Chevalier de Peyronny, a teacher of
fencing, dancing, and French announced thét he lodged with
Mr. Finnie. Later that year Simon Fraser, who proposed to
teach military discipline, advertised that he was gstaying
at Mr. Pinnie's. Twenty vears later another teacher of
‘Prench, “that polite and rgreesble Language so universally
courted in the most genteel Campanies,* had settled in
Williamsburg. Those interested in becoming his pupils
were asked to “leave a Line with, MR. Gabriel Maupin and
they shall be punctually answered." XIn 1745 a Glasgow wig
maker used the LRaleigh as a place to receive orders. —
Gentlemen interested in ordering wigs could ®"lodge a

Memorandum. ..at the Rawleigh Tavern in Williamsburg, several
Copies of the same will be forwarded to him by different

57zpid., (Hunter), April 22, 1757, p. 3: (Purdie &
Dixon), March 23, 1769, p. 37 (Rind), September 13, 1770,
P. 3t {Purdie & Dixon), June 29, 1769, p. 3.
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Opportunities, anﬁ‘hs<will immeﬁia;aiy, upon Receipt there-
of, have the Wigs wrought up agreeable of the Directions,
and sent to Yirginia by the first Ship that offers, directed
to the sgsame house, where they may be called for . *58

Orders for items such as the above mentioned wigs
‘were placed.in letter boxes at the taverns and taken by
ship captains to England. The Virqginia Gazette for
Novaember 26, 1772 carried a notice:

/Ehe letter box/ placed by Capt. Robert

Necks {(commander of the ship Lunn & Llovd,

bound to lLondon) at the Raleigh tavern, for

the convenience of the merchants, now in

this city. .to receive their letters for

Great Britain, was stole from the said

tavern by some wicked disposed persons,

last Sunday night, and several of the

Jetters were found open in the street the

next day, and bills of axchange and invoice

that were therein taken out and destroyed.
:damaa Soaﬁh&ll; thefkeep@r-cfithe‘ﬁaxeigh; offered a
twenty pound reward for knowledge of those who committed
the exima¢59

letters addxaaﬁéﬁ to people wiﬁhin,ﬁhe-cﬁiagy:wa:a

often left at taverns ta,hg.aclivexééibymaamman# traveling

S8y, 3., {Bunter), March 20, 1?52, e 1; July 1, 1752,
v« 37 {Purdie & Dixon}, March 25, 1?73, yw»B: {Hunter),
June 6, 1745, 9‘ 4.,

591}:;1&.. {Rind), mvmber 26, 1??2; p. 2.



in the direction of the aﬁdressae. The postsceript of a
lettex-aatealaune 30, 1743, - from Jamas Hume to his brothez
Geﬁxge m&atianaﬂ ﬁhat if ha‘had an appartnnzty ta—wxits a
;ettar it shaulﬁ‘be directe& to tha h&eutenant of hia
majesty’s Sh;p ‘Ka&tinga” and left at the Swan wavern in

?Qrkmtﬁvc

ﬂith thic ratha: haphazaxd maﬁhaé af delivcxw
’ing mail it is understand&bls that in many ensea lettars
never reached ﬁh&lﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁtiﬂatiﬂﬁw on entarhing a rvom at
€Exﬁwall’a arﬂinary in 1755 Daniel- ?ishar neticed that a
“letter aireatea ta~£nhn~?aimar-asqr,sat.williamsbuxg lay
upon a whble, which . aavexai Persons who were going thithex
viewad, bat neither Qf them took. the txouble of conveying.
it as dixecteﬁé; r;sﬁax%rematkad.that this was "a common
neglect, it seens, ’éﬁzaaﬁ it ’hag;:exis to be an aa;z_uﬁntanca.
or the Person has a mind to see the Xnéiée of the Letter,
a practice often Complained 6n?”61
An advertisement in the Yirginia Gazette for 1769

refers to a different kind of letter béihg_left at a

ﬁavtrn:'
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| 611:&::&&1 Fisher, Journal,: ' 1750-1758," publishe& as
“The Fisher History," in ILouise P. de Bellet, Some Promi~

nent Virginis Pamilies (Lynchburg, 1907), %X, 788,



WHERBEAS A, B. naxt door to Bank's ordinary,
King Wil being 21 years of age, well
made, about 6 feet high, black hair, bright
eyes, and a long nose, is in want of a fair
young lady, of 'a gmd family, these are to
give notice ‘that if any such has a mind to
disposa of herself in marriage to a person of
the above éea&ription. she may ba provided with
'a husband, by a letter being left at Bankm‘s -

_-ordinary, and directed to A, B. His reason
for this is that he dreads the thoughts of
courting, he being very bashful.52

One might question whether other taverns in Virginia pro-

vided among their services a marriage bureau but it

provokes the thought as to whether A. B. wasg successful in

s

using this means for locating a wife.

Though not exactly a commercial activity, another

service of the taverns was to serve as a lost and found

departmant. Quite oftén advertisements appeared in the
Virginia Gazette that were similar to the followings

- LosT
ON the evehing of the 8th instant, somewhers
nigh Mr. Robert MHicholeon’s in this city.a
small silver WATCH, with an &namelled dial
plate, maker's name Droghoard, No. 129.

Whoever brings it to Mr. W shall

have ten shillings reward.

gz'iriggingg_ %ﬁtte Gm&ie & Dixon}) . march 1&. 1769,
P 8. E

$31pia., (ninaj;”ﬁcaambag 22, 1768, p. 1.
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In some cases the notices specified that the lost items
be turned in to the bar at a certain . tavern. If the finder
of the smilver watch which was lost in the garden at
Mrs. Vobe's in May of 1773 brought the "said Watch to the
Bar of the said Mrs. Vobe" he could expect to be “hand=
‘samaxy;rgwaxde&.“ﬁd Items loat cuﬁsiﬁé‘nf the capital
wore usually advertised to be,ﬁérnag ig at the qrdina:y
nearest where they were lost. Thus tha'fiﬁéef of the
bundle ¢f women's apparel that:was lost somevwhere between
ﬁili&amﬁbﬁxg”ana forneau's Ordinary in March of 1753 could
have turned it in ag;?arneau'a_and.rea&ived # half pistole

‘reward, 53

641bid., (Purdia & Dixon), May 6, 1773, p. 3.

651pid., March 2, 1753, p. 4.
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WILLIAMSBURG TAVERN EEEPERS

‘The fluctuatiéné*in the t:ansiénﬁ’pagulatxdn,of‘
- Williamsburg praasntéa an a&ti¢ihq, yet éﬁtragpiﬁg situ-
ation to the taverngkeeper. At Public éimeg'opetating a
tavern was highly ér;fitaﬁia, but during the rest of ﬁhe
year the number of customers was substantially reduced.
As a result tavern keeping #nfthe capital was a competi-
tive anﬁlrlsk§ hnuineas.u

Moving the capital to williaQSbﬁrq greatly increased

the need for taverns. éna of the speeches dali%cxed'by'

————

students of the college in May of 16929 to Governor
Nicholson and membere of the General Assembly stated that
the town already had “a Church, an aréinary, several stores,
two Mills, n smith's shap, a CGrammar School, and above all

1

the Colledge.”’ The growth of the town by 1702 was noted

\

lThe,tavsrn may have been operated by one John Bentley
who received a license from the York County Court to operate
a tavern at the house of Captain Matthew Page at Middle
Plantation in November of 1697. William and Mary Quarterly,
2nd ger., X (1930), 332, g ' '
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oy the Swiss traveler, Francis Louis Michel, who reported

‘that there were eight taverns and that new dwellings were
being built canﬁinuausxy..z After the initial increase
the number of Vtévem:s open:. at this time ggneral}.y fluctuated —
batﬁéanjéiféégp“gna;ewgngy;ﬁiéa w#ixa<§1xliamsbuxgﬁzema;ngﬁ
ﬁhl -eagais::afj:.: This mmber: dropped: 'éignifiﬁantly. though, ~
when t.he eagpi.,tél, ‘moved to Richmond. The ’Hiliiaxﬁshaxg; tax
1186‘_ taken in ,1‘?33 med/pnly'm ‘tavern keepers, Jawmes .
Southall and Jane Vobe, with ordinary licenses.?

Since only during Public Times ws there enough busi-
ness for all the Williamsburg innkeepers, they were con=
stantly attempting to attract new patrons a3 well as
satisfy theilr regular customers. For inastance, Thomas
Craig, who operated the Market Square Tavern in the late
1760's, gave notice that he hoped “"to give satisfaction®
to his "former customers, as well as to all who may please

to employ me. ad

3‘5?5.3‘11313 J. Hinke, ed. and tr., “Report of the Journey
of Francis Louis Michel from Berne, Switzerland, to
Virginia, October 2, 1701l~-Dgcembex 1, 1702,% Virginia

Magezine of History and Biography, XXIV (1916}, 26..

3wil}.i,m]mxg Cicy m:onai Property Tax List, 1783.

dyirginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), February 12, 1767,
Pe 3.
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‘Christianna Campbell, too, aendeavored to please all
her customerst -

I BEG Leave to acquaint the Publick that I have

opened TAVERN in the House, behind the Capitol,

-lately occupied by Mres. VYober where those

Gentiemen who please to favour me with their

Custom may depend upon genteel Accomodations,

and the very best Entertainment. +%3 shall

resexve Rocms for the Gentlemen who ﬁaxmerly

lodged with me .5

wavern.ke&persAfraquantly noved to new 1ocations'in
an atteapt to improve their'busineasu For instance, in
1769 Robert Anderson “opened a ?UB#E@K HOUSE near the
College” and less than two years later, when Jaﬁ@s ﬁéuiﬁall
moved from Wetherburn's to the Raleigh, Anderson annouﬁceé
that he had "taken the House lately occupied by Mr.
Southall.” In the same issue of the Wirginia Garette,
Cuthbert Hubbard amounced that he had “"taken the House
lately occupied by Mr. Robert an&ersan.”a Hubbard con-
tinued at this location for several years, since in 1774 he
gave notice "that he still continues to keep TAVERN a little

below the College..,and can entertain ten or twelve

S1bid., Ogteber 3, 1771, p. 3.

81pbid., (Pux:*die & m.mn}, November 2, 3.769, P 4
March 7, 1771, P 3: uarch 7. 1771, p. 3.
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Gentlemen genteelly*”7

- anﬁarg?gf;im@vpiwaajnet dnly to a
better location, closer to the Capitel, but also to a
larger building.. for Wetherburn's tavern had eight: bed~.
zoons.®  8ize vas probably & ::eaaim Wiy Christianna
ﬁampbell mavea ﬁtam the ”caﬁﬂﬁﬁ - ﬁcvsz in the main Street,
vnaxt‘tha ¢apital“ ta the tav&rn ‘behind ﬁha aap;to;

iﬁallar Straet.gr

Even,with the- ffequant shifting uf‘inﬁkaepers fmm»a;
one place o anethar, ‘buildings whiéth@ra ‘well located-
tended to remain in use as tgvarns»wﬁile williamsbu:gﬁwas
‘the capital. The Raleigh and Wetherburn's are excelient
examples, but the naﬁm-wan true of Marot's, The Red Lion,
éhriszianna Campbell's, the King's Arms and the Market
Square Tavern. Soon aftexr & tavern keeper died or vacated
the property, there was geﬁernliy anothexr keeper willing
to take his place.

The competition between Williamshurg tavern keepers

p%cbahly ancouragaﬁ'business practices such as underselling

7ypid., April 28, 1774, p. 3.

8xnventory of’ﬁenry'waﬁhérhuing ‘York ¢aunty willa
and Inventories, XXI (1760-1771), 36~-43.

QVirginia‘Gazggtg {Purdie & Dixon), May 16, 1771, p. 3.
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and extending large amounts of credit. No accounts of the
above guoted John Carte: have survived but his offer of
“cheap Entertaifiment"” may have in&inaﬁéﬂatbagzhis rates

for food and drink were less than the maiiioun prices set
by the ﬁilliaﬂ@bﬁzglﬁnatingﬁ'aaértg in comparing the rates
‘giérged ﬁénry,Ebf$é, ownar of the forge at Rocky Ridge in
_eﬁéétaxfiela Gounty in the late 1760's, by sgvexﬁi
*ﬁiiiiamﬁbﬁrg.eavérnf#ﬁepaéq one finda that the prices for
;gagiig_éaried. ‘3&@@5 va&ghanfaﬁatgé& Morse ls. 34. for
breskfast and 7%d., for lodging during the early 1770's.

In the same years Mrs. Davis, who operated the Brick

House Tavern; charged Sﬁ%ae*a like amount for.a single
break fast buﬁfhar;eﬁafgas £Ox'laagiaglweré generéily_

1s. 3d4. per ndght. As other tavern keepers usually charged
1s. 34, for lodging at this time Vaughan may have been
'unﬁwrakargingéupéxhagg in order to attract more customers.
Unfortunately it is ;";;dﬁ possible to determine whether the
guality of the 1ng§;gsf%t Vaughan's aifiéreﬂ fx§m the

other tla?erxxs;lé :

_ 39Aca¢unt affﬂéﬁsy'Mnxaé‘wiﬁh Janes Vanghanx‘ﬁﬂﬁhbw
Prentis Papers, 1757-1780. University of Virginia Library
(M~115) ; Account of Henry Morse with Mrs. Davis: Ibid.
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At times tge law allowing Williamsburg tavern keepers
to axten&'uniimiﬁeé credit &nring-ﬁublié-ﬂimes proved to’
be a datrimant, as an axparienee of James Southall
illustrates. Between 1771 and 17?4 he allowed John Page
eredit to the amount of 5 lﬁzf_ 8ince ?age did not pay
the bill, &cuthnll in 1793 auad Elxzabeth $aga. #ha widow
and a&ministxatox‘ﬁf Page's eatate. fﬁr the aebt Aincuxred
by her huebana.ll

Only the larger taverns such as the Raleigh, Wether-
burn'*s and Christisanna Campbell‘'s were busg'enough;ta
warrant the yaar;rcund emp&éymeﬁt of an innkeeper. A
number of men, therefore, continued with a trade while
operating a ﬁnvern‘lz Often advertisements similar to the

following indicated dual jobs:

‘ ' L % williamsburg,
A canIcE;Aascrtmmnt af very fine Hairs, and '
other Materials, from London, for making all
Kinds of Wigs, viz. Tie Wigs, Brigadier Wigs,
Bag Wigs, Bags, Albemarle Wigs with Roses,

Que Wigs, with Ribbon, Bobs, Scratches, Cuts,
&c. &c. Gentlemen may depend on being

llgeaing, gtatutes, IV, 428; Account of John Page with
James Southall, Caroline County Appeals and Land Causes,
1777-1807, Part 1, pp. 212-214. (M~1127)

lz?er<éxamplea Richard Charlton; wigmaker; John Coke,
‘gilversmith; Thomas Craig, tailor:; David Cunningham, wig-
maker: Cuthbert Hebbard, wigmaker; and Gabriel Maupin,
harnessmaker.
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expeditiously sexved, after the neatest
Manner, and gaod Allowance maﬁe for ready
¥oney, by :
mhcir hunble S&rvant,

'bart:. 1. -
N.B. **.x now keep Tavern at the Sign of
the Edinburgh Castle, near the Capitol;
where Gentlemen may depend on very -good
?asturage and Btablage for Horses; also
the best Accommnodations in my Eowar.

nobert Lyon :%3

" AS I have purehased the House in ﬁhe Market -
Square lately occupied by Mr. Thomas Craiqg,
to which X am making considerable Addaitions’
~and Improvements, for the purpose of KEE?IHG
TAVEEN, this is to acquaint my Priends, and
_the Publick in general that the House will he ,
‘ready for their Reception by the Beéginning of’
the ensuing General Court, where they may.
depend upon meeting with the best Entertain~
ment and Accommodations from
Their humble Servant,.
) GABRIEL¢HAB¥IE.
+My Shop will likewise be. moving to the abava
Place, where the SADDERRY and HARNESS MAKING
‘Business will be carried on in all its Branches.
Those whm please %o employ me may be assured
of being furnished with neat and substantial-
work, at short Fotice, and on reasonable Terms .14

Opening a tavern required too large an outlay of
‘capital-~considering the amount reguired fogépoéting a
bond of ten thausané pounds of tobacco oF fifty pounds

cnxrent:ﬁgney. acqaié&ﬁg_anﬁ~fuxniahing a_suitéhié

13Vi“ iuia Gazett {Huntax?, &ugust i, L?SS, Pu 3.

z.d‘_mrbo tmrﬁiﬁ & Dim). 3@9&&@6&' 36; 17?3.; Pa 3,
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building and obtaining the necessary supplies of 1£gu§t
and food--to encourage any but those who were fairly
prosperous. For this reason, most people either first
were successful in a trade and then turned to innkeeping
or continued with their trade while operating a tavern.
Alexander Finnie, who was first a*wigmaker, and Anthony
Hay, who begen as a gminawex, are good examples of
eraftsmen who later turned to mvexh_keéginqa

Surviving evidence indicates that some Williamsburg
tavern keepera prospered but a nﬂmﬁar cf them went into
debt. It is not very surprising;ﬁhat_aaniel Figher, who -
quarreled with everyone he met except Nathaniel Walthoe,
did not succeed as a tavern keeper. He snnounced the open~
iné‘af his tavern in October, 1751, but four months later
he-explaiﬁed that “"several Difficulties and Impediments
in the Business I so lately undertook, subjecting me to
the Necessity of giving it over; I thought it incumbent
on me to give this ﬂoiiea'thareafﬁ“ls

Most tavarn;kéepera saayaé in business for a longer

period. Christopher Ayscough kept tavern just south of

153pida., (Hunter), October 3, 1715, p. 3; February 20,
3-?52; Pa 31:
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the Capitol for two years, l?ﬁaﬁz??arf,ae announced in the
fall of 1770 that he intended "to leave off tavern keeping®
and offered to sell his house and ﬁhg adjoining store, the
hausahﬁi&-ﬁurﬁishinga, nine Negro slaves, "about 60 dozen
"of good old MADEIRA WINE, and large quantity~b£ COAL, five
HORSES, a CARQ aad ELEHESS. . That Byscbagh was in financial
difficulties is 1néieated by the netice that “Thaae to
whom I am inﬂébted,wupon coming to the sale, may purchase
to the amount of their demands. As soon as it is ended I
shall make ave:,thenﬁon&s to my creditors.® Those indebtad
to Ayscough were given A month to “either pay or give bond
and Sacurity for what they owe. 80~10§qer indulgence will
be givanQ*;é Ayaaa&éh may have éxﬁended ‘too much credit
or in some other way mismanaged his businaaﬁ affaira. -but
thare is alsa/evideﬁce that he waa«bibulaus, ?0r several
years before 1771 Ayscaugh sexved as ﬁigataft and daer
keeper to the CQuneiI, bnt ia,gag o£ that gear hg.yga de~

prived of-hath;cffiées *on Account of his Qrahk&hhéss‘”l?

16 h;a«, {P&r&iﬁ & aixan), Eeptemher 23; 1??0, anﬁ3c

. l?ﬁanjamin Je. Hillman. ed. ' LY X ¢
Council af‘colanialn ir inia {aichmand. 1966),. vz, 409.
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At mid-century Robert nycn,;wheigas‘a*wigmﬁker as well
as a tavern keeper, had éifﬂiculgy,p&giﬁg his debts. -The
summer of 1755 &yaﬁ'gave_nggiéefﬁhag_£e;intﬁﬁaéa‘ta settle
his affairs by Qcﬁébér and desired the men indebted to him
to "make immediate Payment® to enable him to fulfill his:
“ﬂromises to: the Gantlemﬁn” he was Indebted. ta.fiéhef”'
annauneement ended with the statement  that “thcse<sentlew*
m@n that fail ‘o gay-mr send their re&geatxve Ballanaaa to
me bafere that ?ima nay ﬁegend on be&ag imme&iately ‘wied,’
let ﬁheir pretenses to the. contrary be what they will ?18

1l health was a contributing factor to ﬁhe aarly
business failure of Jasth.?ullet; In xay,,l76${vﬁia‘
“tavern éa&>been in operation for less than a yeagfwhen he
wﬁsf“ﬁbliééé to pay‘gemﬁfbery éonsid&rableﬁsumsiﬁﬁ‘mmney
next June c¢ourt of Over and Terminer® and therefore desired
everyone who owed him money to setitle their accounts with
him and “"support the credit of a voung hagiﬁner." By
Decembex Pullet had been sick for several months and unable

£ make any profits from tavern keeping; since his ereditors

'IQVirginiaﬁGazgtté'(Hnntet).-&ng&at i, 1755, p. 3.
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weye mﬁkiagﬂgrggpg,demanda,gpallag again requested payment.
When ?gllatiaiedmea:xy in 1767 his goods had to be sold to
pay his debts .19

" Keepers of the larger Williamsburg taverns were not
immune to business failures. kantﬁénf ﬁay, who died of a it
‘lingering illness in nagémher,;i??aggieﬁé @& large family
and many debts. In settling the estéta the executors.
found that there:-was “a considerable Deficiency” and all.
creditors were requested to meet at the Raleigh in November,
1771, where :he,exe;utors planned to "lay before them.a
state of their &éﬁi@?ﬂt&&tiﬁn,{8nﬂjh§V§nB¢m¢ Proposals: to:
pnkaJGhieh‘thqy hapéiw&ll be .agreeable to the ﬁhgle*”zgw

Tavern keeping §as-nat salﬁly.a:man‘a aeeupﬁ;ion,
for a number of women operated taverns-~notably §¢sanna
Allen, Christianna Campkeli, Anne shigldé; gné Jane Vobe.
Widows continued -te operate the gavexn§5W§ich their hus-
bands had kept. For inatance, Mary Baweaéﬁl.whoae,husband,

Henry Bowcock, died early in 3.730,_.~mae§‘.yaa ancordinary

1‘-’%1&., (mas,e & Daxon), May 9, 1766, p. 37 (Rind),
December 11, 1766, p. 3: {Purdie & Eixan), June . 25; 1767,
P. 3.

2ﬁrbia., (Eur&ia & pixon), ﬂeaambex 13, 1770, p. 23
ﬂct@b&r 24, 1771, p. 3.
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Iicense in July, 1730. In 1767 Sarah Coke, widow of John
Coke, gave notice to the "Gentlemen who were 8o kind as.
to favour her deceased husband with their custom that they
nay ,'Taaz:enﬁ on mcaivii;g the same entertainment as: formerly. w2l
One coupla,- Richard and Mary BDavis, jointly operated
5 tavern, Their business began in 1770 when Mary Davis'
advertised that she intended “to accommodate Ladies-and.
Gentlemen with yriﬁte“lm&gings‘ * Bomegtime before October,
1772, they were oparating a i;.avem" at the Brick House;
however, by January of the following year they had imved.22
 Widows of tavern Iéaepars, 1like other women of property
during the eighteenth century, frequently remarried. ‘ﬁith-w -
in three years after -‘.:he' death of Jean Marot, hiwm widow
Anne married Timothy Sullivant, who was also a tavern .
keeper. Another early example is Mary Crease, wife of .
tavern keeper Thomas Crea2se, who was the widow of 'Qabriel
Maupin. Henry Wethe::bum twice married:the wi&asés of -

tavern Reepexs: first, Mary Bowcock; then ten days &fter

zl‘:oﬂt county Gr&ez‘s, wills, XVIX (3.729«»1?32), TPy -
(M~1-9) ; v:.rginia Gazgt:ts (mrdie & :zimn} » January 31,

357?1‘ Fa 3. - A'rL ) . . . ,’ 'l\x\fiﬁ" B
22 ir inia azet:te (Pum*di.e & ﬁiiwn) . mum :

p- 4; (Rind), ‘January 7, 1773, p. 3.
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her death Wetherburn married Ann Shieldes, widow of tavern
keepor James Shielda;23
Regardless of its seasonal aspect tavern keeping in
Willismseburg had much in common with tavesr n,buainess else-
V”uhazef$n.th¢ calany¢‘ Travelers, rathér than laﬁalfeitizens,
were the principal customers. These patrons were mainly -
concerned with getting encugh food, reasonably c¢lean lodge
ing, and provisions for their servants and horses. But .’
mi%liagﬁburé taverns, like others in the celony, served:-also
as centers for commercial and social activities: auctions,
business and civic meetings, balls,- dinners, and games,.

The following list includea brief sketches of khown
tavern keapers and lodginghouse keepers who were in busi-
ness in Willismsburg from 1700 to 1774.. The dates after
the ieeper‘a name indicate the wears wﬁﬂn‘ha iz known to

have served the public.?4

23york County Orders, Wills, XV .(1716-1720), 251,
' (M~1~7); York County Deeds, Bonds, III (1713-1729), 440~
441. (M-1-13}; York County Orders, Wille, XVII (1729~
1732), 77 and 184, (M-1-9): “Diary ofiJohn Blair,® william
Quarterly, 1lst ser., VII {1898-1899), 151.

24Bauca histories, research reports. pweparea in the
Research Department of Colonial Williamsburg, were used as
bibliogzaphical aids. Since the house histories are a col-
lection of sources about the buildinga and the’ yaﬁple who
oceupied them, material included in the house histories is
liasted as such in the following sketches. Additional
material is footnoted separately.
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. 3710-1719. ESusanna.

Allen was 1,3.9-%1;{:';; in Williameburg in 1710 when she received
a license to ;;iegat:e a tavern. She is believed to have
been a ,aaaghmrv of William Allen and Mary Hunt of Charles.
ity County. In 1712 she purchased the lot wheré the
Alexander Craig House has been reconstructed and mnﬂ:inued
to live thetfe until hex death about 1720. 8She was issued..
ordinary ;Lc_eu#ea _through 1719. An entry in Byrd's diary,
(April 19, 1712) mentions that the previous night seversl -
yvoung men had been involved in a riot: "at Su Allen's. w25

Anderson, Robert. Tavern keeper, 1769-1779. ‘A Robert
Anderson, son of the wigmaker Andrew Anderson, was born in

1743.%% 1n october, 1769, Robert Anderson advertised that
he had "opened a PUBLICK HCUSE near the College where
Gentlemen may expect to he genteely accomnodated.”

Anderson moved into ﬁeﬁherbu:n*a Pavern in March, 1771,

251&!&? Stephenaon, Alexander Craig House History,:

PP 1-15. Sourcesk geneclogical note in Tyler's Quarterly
Historical Magazine, II {(1921), 113: York County Deeds and
Bonds, ITX (1701~1713), 412-413; ;bi&., Orders and Wills,
XIv {1709-1716), 40, 122, 234, 311, XV {rfmuz.'zaa). 924, 114,
427; Louis B. Wright and Marion ‘x'inling, ‘eds., The Secret
iary of ¥illiam Byrd of Weatover (Riehmana, 1949}, .p. 517;
York coum;y etdez:a & Wills, XV (1716*}.?253, pp. 562»-563.;

.3!.

zﬁmry Frances Goodwin, aci., Ph - . .
Church (Richmond, 1941}, p. 146 ﬂereafter eit.ea Goodwin,
Bruton. k
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when its keeper, James Southall, bought  the Raleigh, .
Anderson aéati;gm.ezi# tc rent arad gpegfag& Wetherburn's Tavern
‘thrbugh Qzﬁe sumner’ -&f 1’?%& ~*aﬂverﬁisamﬁta indicate that
-on, sgveral aaczass.ans he was iﬂ need of a bar~keeper,

draver amd an hmtlarﬁ? ~That Kn&ersms operate Jpopular

f"t;avem is shown by: the cl.ianteles George washington often

l‘ate anﬁ spent; eveni.hs'ﬁhara ‘between.. 1??1 and: 1‘?4; Robert

*wcmeley Carter auppea thera twice in 1??4; the Eng&ish
:trave»ler. ﬂiczhalas t:z"smll, adged at Anaarsoza’a ‘ravexn“

An April; 1??4: €

New ¥York bookseller, Ebene¢zer Hazaxd, a&sa lodged at .

Anderson’s in 1779 and found it to be “A good. hcnzse"
Geo Gulnnr,

local citizens such as, co mnei John ?rentm, and co}.onel

Thomas Jones also frequented Anderson's in the 17‘79}&. 28

27yirginia Gazette (Purdle & Dixon), November 2, 1769,
p. 4. March 7, 1771, p. 3; (pixon & Nicolson), September 25,
1772.pp. 3t (Purdie & Dixon), March 7, 1771, p. 37 .Janu-
ary 20, 1774, p. 31 {(Purdie). March 8, 1776, p. 3.

ggxazzy Stephenson, Mr. Watharbmfn e Tavern Emma His-v
tory, pp. 35-40. Sources: dJohn €. Pitzpatrick, ed., Ge
Washington, Colonial Traveiler (Indianapolis, 1927}, passgim. ;
Almanac Dizry of Robert Wormeley Carter, 1774, American
Antiqnaxz.an Soax.ety, i;ypeseriyt ﬁwlcmial williamsburg;
2 1 _1774-1777 {New York, 1924),
PP. z%-azm: “rthe ’t‘fcmrnal of Ebemme:r Hazard in viz:gim.a,
Vire L.a Magazine of Hij y and B phv, ml
: (19&4} . 406 Account of John rrentzs with Rabert Andexrson,
Webb-Prentis Papers, University of Virvginias Libraryy Account
of Thomas Jones with Robert Anderson, Jones Papera, Library
of Congress. (M-22-1)

4 Bayd aw...‘,ea.,ma_.iﬁmw I,2337. Gearqe
rmc.r 1o Themas Jefferson (2L or 27 July n'lfJ
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Andexrson, who becamé.Captain of: the Willismsburg Militia
in 1775, tdak an active part in the American Revolution.

He died sometime after 1784, 29

The first mention 9!? ehxistoyhar Ayscough being in - o
Williamsburg is in 1’?59 when his daughter was bapts,sedﬁ“
That fall ih@ -advertimé that garden sg¢eds could he Pure
chased - from  "the Subscriber, living at the ?alac@i. " RHis
wife, Anne, who cooked for Governor Paugquier was Iiequ'eathed
»250 in recompence -of her great fidelity and attention to
the Governor, This money was probably used to purchase
the house and lot {(on which the Ayscough Shoz;‘ has been .
restored) vhere they opened a taveru on the south t;de

of the Capitol in 1768. Ayscough noted that he was
*provided with the Best in LIQUORS, and Mrs. Ayscough

very well understands the COOKERY part. »31  phomas

zggimigia ggzgtta (nmn & Huntar}. Séptm&mx 16,
1778, p. 3; Yirginia ¢ _and W |
wicelaou & Prentig) + May 29. 1784.

30¢oodawin, nxg;_g , P« 149,

31&&:3' Stephenson, The Ayscough House Ristory, p. 1-3.
Sourcest Virginia Gazette (Hunter), November 30, 1759,
p. 37 (Purdie & pPixon), October 6, 1768, p. 2¢ will of
Governor Faugquiers:  York County Wills & Inventories, XXIX
(1771-1783), 95-99,
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Jefferson dined and spent evenings at Ayscough's on several
aé&:téaim,sz Ayscough gave up tavera‘ keeping in September,
1770, and offered the house and the adjoining store for
sale. l‘ﬁmm to whom he was indebted could purchase “the

amunt of tha:.: demands. u33

Puring part of the timé that
Ayscough kept the tavern he also served as door keeper and
tipstaff to the Couneil. In June, 1770, he was paid R20

for his service -Iﬁut on May 7, 1771, he waa discharged for

drunkenness ..,3 4

By October, 1771, Ayscough and his wife
had moved and by the following October they were both

dead. 3>

the eaxiy‘ 1770's Daniel Baxter frequently advertised

Zomas Jefferson, MS Notebook, 1769, pp. 22 and 33.
University of Virginia Library..

33yirginia Gazotte (PurdiedsDixon), September 20,
1776, p. 3.

3450hn ?enﬂleton Kennedy, ed. Journals of the House of
cf . 1770« ??;"&_ {aicmn&, 3306), p. 101;

1772, .p. 3,

RY
*



merchandise for sale at his house. In December, 1774, he
announced that he had two or three rooms to let to. young.

gentlemen, Baxter's death was announced in June, 1775.39

Catherine Blaikley, widow of William Blaikley, probably
Iived on'lot 350, where the Blaikley-Durfey Shop has been
reconstructed.>’ In 1750 John Mercer lodged with Mrs. -

28 The notice

Blaikley during one of the court sessions.
of her death, in October of 1771, states that she had -

been a midwife.>?

ordinary license granted to Henry Bowcock &n 1717 is the

first reference to his being in Williamsburg. He was

3%yhia,. (Purdie & Dixon}, June 27, 1771, p. 31 --
(Rind), April 8, 1773, p. 31 (Pinkney). December 22, 1774,
pc& 3# {mrﬁka), June 3.5,, 1??5; P’ 29 g

Bl&iklay-—-burﬁey House History, p. 1. Source: York
County Wills and Inventories, xvxzx (1732-1740}, 207.

3830nn Mexrcer Ledger (x743~x750), aaﬁk : 148; Bucks.
County Historical Society. {M~-164)

Iyigg: ma, azette (Purdie & Dixon), October 24,
1‘771. p. 2. . SR S : o

149
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40

‘regularly issued licensesgs through 1729. An account of

‘Richard King with Bowcock indicates that he was still

‘opstating a tavern as late as December 24, 1729.%) e

lﬁcatian of his tavern is uncertain but it may have - been
on lot 54, where the Raleigh Tavern has been reconstructed.
Evidence in the Jones Family Papers shows a close reélation-
‘ghip between Bowcock and Thomas Jones, who purchased lot

54 in 1716, and indicates that Bowcock may have operated

a tavern for -Jones. The only land that Bowcock owned in
Williamsburg was lot 53, directly west of the Raleigh:
Tavern wﬁieh he purchased in 1724, Apparently Bowcock's
widow, Mary, continued to operate the tavern after her
huah#nd’s death as she was granted an ordinary license

in 1730. Bowcock di6d early in 1730.9%2

v v 217, y27,$
40york County Orders & Wills, XV (1716-1720), 96, 3%&, = %

613 (M~1-7):; XVI (1720-1729), 48, 356, 405. (M-1-8)

4lpccount of Richard King with Henry Boweock, 1722
1729, Papers of the Jonesg Family of Northumberland
County, Virginia, 1649-1889, Library of Congress. {(M<22«1)
Hereafter cited Jones Pamily Papers.

422e$aarch guery: Edward M. Riley to Ivor Noel Hume.
August 2, 1966. Report on the Wetherburn site prepared
by Raymond R. Townsend. Copy in Colonial williamsburg
Research Department, References cited include Jones
Family Papers (M-22-1); York County Deeds & Bonds, IIX,
(1713~1729), 421 (M-1-13); Ibid., Orders & Wills, XViX
(1720~1732), 77, 42. {(M~1-8)
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Bowcock, Mary. Tavern keeper, 1730-1731. Mary,

widow of Henry Bowcock, received an ordinary license in

July, 1730, and probably continued to operate the tavern
after her husband’'s death. She married Henry Wetherburn
sometime between May 31 and June 21, 1731.%7 she alea in

July, 1751.%%

1728). In 1712 John Brooke of York County purchased lot 51
. s
where the Prentis House has been reconstructed. In 1714 he
ea 17179and 149,
was granted an ordinary license which was renewed in 1715

aré-1716. He died in 1729,

1773, Jacob Bruce,
master of Mathew Whaley school from 1766 tn'1?63,46 held
various public offices: clerk of the relief fund for

clergymen's widows and orpbans, c¢lerk of the directors for

43york County Orders & Wills, XVII (1729~1732), 77,

44"piary of John Blair," William and
let ser., Vi (1898-1899), 151.

45Mary Stephenson, Prentis House History, pp. 1-4.
Sources: York County Deeds, Bonds, X§ €§&§%§ a}3). 416;
Orders & Wills, XIV (1709-1716), 3793472 {1729~
1732), s.

4GWilliam and Mary guartaxlz, 1st ser., VI (1897~18933,
79; ;hi&., b4 {1901~1992). ‘282, ‘
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the insane hospital, clerk of the board of visitors of the
college, and auditor of public accounts. When he toock
over Ayscough's store, south of the Capitol, in 1773 he

advertised lodging rooms for gentlemen and later sold

47

seeds. Bruce died in April, 1778.

Burdett was mentioned in the will of Francis Sharp as
living on the western part of lot 58, Sharp‘'s lot on the
south side of Duke of Gloucester Streét next to Capitol
Square. In 1743 he was sued by the owner of lot 57 for
encroaching on his lot. Burdett continued to live on
lot 58 until his death in 1746. Burdett identified him-

self as an “innholder” when he wrote his w&li. and the in-~

ventory of his estate included a large amount g rum, wine,
48

English cider, strong beer, Yorkshire ale and arrack.

Christianna Burdett, daughter of tavern kegper John Burdett,

47yirginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), May 4, 1766,
p. 3; (Rind), August 2, 1770, p. 2 (Pixon), December 5,
1777, p. 23 (Purdie & Dixon), February 11, 1773, p. 2:
March 17, 1774, p. 2: {Purdie), May 1, 1778, p. 3.

48Maxy Stephenson, Burdett's Orxdinary House History,
pp. 3-14. Sources: SArxy County Deed & Will Book (1738~
1754), p. 115; York County Wills & Inventories, XIX (1740~
1748), 204-205; XX . (1745-1759), 37-38, 46~49,
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married Dr. Ebenezer Campbell and went to live in Predericks-~
burg, where he practiced as an apothecary until his death
cometime before August i4, 1752.%2 mrs. campbell soon re~
turned to Williamsburg where the "Widow Canpbell® had

slaves baptized in 1753.50 A deed for lot 18, where the
James Anderson House has been reconstructed, mentions that
in 1760 the lot was in the tenure and occupation of Christie
anna Campbell. She may have kept a tavern before that date
and was well established by November, 1762, when George
Washington paid her for tavern expenses. waéhington‘s
diaries and ledgers show that he often frequented Mrs.
Campbell's between 1762 and 1774. 1In May, 1771, Mrs.
Campbell was‘living.at “*the eayrakﬁﬁbﬁsa in the maiA‘Street;
next the capital“}sl'hawev3r,-by October she ﬂé& moved beaw

hind the Capitol to the tavern which had been run by Mrs.

49Mary Stephenson, Christianna Campbell's Tavern House
History, pp. 12~20. Sources: York County Wills & Inven-
tories, XX (1745-1759), 37:; inscription on tombstone in
Masonic Cemetary, Fredericksburg; Virginia Gazette (Hunter),
August 14, 1752, p. 3. - | -

saééo&win,“stugen, p. 155,

sluary Stephenson, James Anderson House History, pp.

24, Sources: York County Deeds, VI {1755~1763), 168;

Pitzpatrick, Colonial Traveller, p. 161, passim.; Virginia
Gazette (Purdie & Dimxon), May 16, 1771, p. 3.
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vobe. “Mrs. Campbell purchased the house and two lots in
January, 1774. She was still operating a tavern in 1776,
when the Masons planned to have a ball there, but by 1783

had gone out of businésé when Alexander Macaulay and his

bride stopped there. - She died in Fredericksburg in March,
52

1792, at the age of seventy.

Carter, John.
John Carter (probably a son of the John Carter who had been

keeper of the public jail) announced that he had obtained
an ordinary license and offered cheap entertaimment, good

pasturage and lodging, and a good traveling chair at his

53

tavern near the Capitol. Evidently Carter was still

keeping his tavern in 1752, when he signed his name,

“John Carter - Ordinary Keeper™ on a dee&.sg ‘fhis John

Carter was a different person from the merchant who opefated

the brick store next to the Raleigh during the 1770's.”>

528§§§henaah. Campbell's Tavern,. pp. 12-20. Sourcess
York County Deeds, VIII (1732-1740), 385-386; Minutes of
the Williamsburg Lodge of Masons, Decewber 3, 1776, Photow-
stat, Research Department; “Journal of Alexander Macaulay,

February 1783," William and Mary Quarterly, lst ser., XI

(1902-1903), 187; inscription on her tombstone in ﬁascnié
Cemetary, ?rederiaksburg.

53¥bxk County Wills & Inventories, XX {1745~1789),
174, (M-1-10); Virginia Gazette (Parks), April 18, 1?45,
P. 4.

S4york County Deeds, V (1741-1745), 4sg.xgxa1*14}

P. 2 SSvir _Gazette (Purdie & Dixon)}, October 29, 1772,
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er, 1767~ c. 1777.

Richard Charlton, brother of Edward Charlton, wigmaker who
came to Williamsburg from London ¢. 1752, was in town by
1766, when his daughter was baptized. In June, 1767,
Charlton announced that "THE Coffee<House in this city
being’aww“agenealby the subscriber aﬁ-a TAVERN, " gerntlemen

travelers and others could expect the "best entertainment
u56

Charlton's tavern between 1767 and 1774. It may have been

and other aacommodationsg George Washington frequented
the building on lot 58, on the,narth.s;de of Duke of
Gloucenter Street next to Capitol Square, whiéh}was identi«
fied as a coffee house at various times between 1769 and
1777. Earlier in the 1750's the building where Marot's

has been reconstructed was known as the "English Coffee-
House."” Charlton may have had his tavern at either of these
locations or somewhere else. If his tavern was first lo-

cated on lot 58, he would have had to move before May,

Sawhwmns Bullock and Maurice Tonkin, Wigmaking in
Colonial America, pp. 69-74. Sources: Virginia Gazette
(Hunter), April 30, 1752, p. 3; Goodwin, Bruton, p. .151;

Virginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), Jume 25, 1767.
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1771, when ckxistianna,campbellzwag living there,57

Between January, 1775, and October, 1777, Charliton lived
along “the back Street” in Williamsburg. Sometime before
‘ﬂataber,'l??7,’ﬁe had evidently given up tavern keeping
since Robert Bilbert, & shoemaker, offered "SEVEN neat
rooms, in the house, occupied by Mr. Richard Charlton® to
gentlemen who desired private adcommodations. During part
cf the time that Charltoh kept 2 tavern he alsc made wigs

and was in pa:tnershi§.w1th Janes Hichols before April,-

1776, Charlton diad,ﬁeﬁézai days beﬁérévaataber 2,1779,
58

‘when his death was announced.

Joseph Chermeson was one of the Hudenots who came to
Vvirginia before 1703 when “Mr. Joseph Chermeson at Mr.
Fouaces Plantation® reagiveé:a‘sum of money for the "late

minister at Manican Town." In April, 1705, Chermeson

57Mary Stephenson, Burdett's House History, p. 23.
Bources: FPitzpatrick, Colonial Traveller, passim.;
Virginia Gazette (Purdie & DRixon)},- ﬁctaber 13, 1774, p¢3:

"“a@*ﬁ%—%—p.—.my 16,1771, p.3.

S'Hary $&e§henson. Charlton House History, pp. 6-10.
Bources: Virginia Gazette (Dixon & Hunter), January 7,
1775, p. : {Purdie}, October lo, 1777, p. 31 York eounty
wills and Inventories, XXIX -{1771~-1783), 462.
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petitioned the Council and the House of Burgesses for

naturalization.>®

He received a license in 1708 to keep
a tavern at his dwelling house opposite the Capitol on

lots 279 and 280 where the Coke-Garrett House has been re-

#é&r@di Hﬁ~w§é 1iviﬂg at his plantation in York County
60

when he died in 1712.

Josiah Chowning lived in Jémas City County in the 1750's
and early 1760's. The first reference linking him with
tavern keeping appears in the Virginia Gazette Day Book in
March, 1765, ﬁhen he was charged “"for a&vertiaing tavern.®
When he announced the opening of his tavern the following
yaar. he noted that i&rwas at the house where he "formerly
lived, and lately passessed‘by Mr., hg geggitts. ?his
buildifig, called the "red Lyon" by an earlier tavern'kéeper;
has haen reconétruéteﬁ ne&? Market Square. Chowning did

not remain in the tavern business since William Elliot gave

ﬁ&:k&aine. e&., Jaurna s of the ous af
1705 (Richmond, 1912

5Omary stephenson, Coke-Garrett House History, pp. 1=7.
Sourcess: York County Deeds and Bonds, II (1701«1713), 2963
willes, Ordexrs and Deeds, XIIX (l?ﬁ&nl?lﬂ). 212; Qxéaza anﬁ
Wiila, XIX (1740~1746), l?3*i?6
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putica in April, 1768, that he had "opened TAVERN in the
house formerly occupied by Mr. Chowning." Chowning died
sometime before April, 1772.%1

tbs, Samuel. Tavern ke ,_1719. Samuel Cobbs of

York County, who married Bdith Marot, a daughter of tavern
keeper Jean Marot, was licensed to keep a tavern in
‘Williamsburg in 1719. Though Cobbs cwned property at this
time, the location of his tavern is unknown,®? 1n 1726
Ccbbs was appointed by the Council to be armorer and
keeper of the magazine;éa He was atlll living in Williams~
burg in 1728, when he identified himself on & deed as a

merchant.5% Before 1737 Cobbs moved to Amelia County and

5;Mary Stephenson, Red Lion House History, pp. 18-19.
Sources: MS Account Book of Alexander Craig (1750-1757),
p. 71-110, ‘Galt Papers, Colonial Williamsburg Research
Archives; MS Virginia Gazette Day Book (1764-1766}, p. 151.
University of Virginia Library:; Virginia Gazette (Purdie &
Dixon), Oectober 10, 1766, p. 3: April 7, 1?68, p- 37 (Rind),
Apxi; 23, 1772, p. 4.,

William and ﬂarx Quarterly, 1st sa:k, XIX {1210~
1911), 54; York County Orders and Wills, XV (1716~1723}

282 €M~l~7): Deeds, 11X Ql?13w1739}; 268~ (ﬁw&ml&)

63&. R. uﬁilwainﬁ, ed, ﬂxaeutiva Jburnals uf the
Council o calan al Virginia (Richmond, 1936), xv
(October, 25. 1721~G¢tmhex 2&, 1?39}¢ 11?, '

64¥brk County Deeds, IIT (1?13~x7293, 512. {Mﬂ&*l3}
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later served as a burgess, 1742~1742. He died in Amelia
County sometime before July 28, 1757.5%

John Coke,

born in ﬂng;ana %nrl7ﬁé,;emi§rata& to Williamsburg in 1724
and married Sarah Hoge. By April, 1?39;.ha‘was in business
as . a silversmith, and during éhe 1740's he continued to
be known as a silversmith. In s'a;:«tsj.ﬂs\:nl':ﬁe?n:'.",,3:5’461f Goke pure
chased lots 361, 281 snd 282 vhere the Coke~Garrett: House
has been restored. Archaeclogical excavations show that
Coke kept both his shop and tavern at this laeaﬁien.kfwhe
date when Coke began tavern Keeping is unknown, but in
1755 he identified himself as a tavexrn keeper. He may
have hagn kegping a tavern as early as April, 1750, when
the Reverend Robert Rose "lodged at Mr. Cokes the Silver
Smith.” In 1759 Coke provided the punch and wine for the

funeral of Thomas Penman. Hercevidently kept the tavern:

65 4 ene ,
urgsedse: 1743 ?47; 1743»1?49 {Riahmenﬁ. 1509}, p. vii,
terly lst ser., xzx.t1913~

191&2, 54’¢



until his death since his wife continued to carry on his
business after he died in 1767.56

|767~1762. Sarah Coke,

widow of John Coke, announced on October 15, 1767, that
those who had frequented her husband‘'s tavern could depend
on receiving the same entertainment asifarmarly* In
Fehruary, 1769, Richard Singleton gave notice that he in-
tended to "open TAVERN in the house lately occupied by

Mrs. Sarah Coke." The date of her death is unknown. 57

Rebecca Coulthard, wife of the sadler John Coulthard, had a

daughter baptised in 1739. By 1751 the Coulthards were

ﬁéﬂary stephanaen, Coke~Garrett House History, pp.
14-24. Sources: Willism and Mary Quarterly, lst ser.,
VII (1898-1899), 128; Virginia Gazette (Paxks), April 13,
1739, p. 3: York County Deeds, IV (1729-1740), 610-611;
YI {1755-1763), 15; Reverend Robert Rose MS Diary, Colonial
Williamshurg Research Archives; York County Wills and
Inventories, XXIT (1771~1783}, 365 XXI {1760~1771}), 366~
367 Eigg;g&gwggmgggg\(Pardie,& Bixgn), Qctﬁbar 15, 1767,
pe 2.

Q?ﬁary Stephenson, Qﬁkeuﬂazxatt House ﬂistmryi P. 24.
Sources: Virginia gazette (Purdie & Dixon}, October 15,
1767, p. 23 ?ébruary's, 1759, p. 3.
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living on PFrancis Street. A reference in George Washing-
ton's ledger for 1754 lists "By board ar Mrs. Coulthards
£1.7.6." The date of her death is inknown.%8

Catherine,

widow of tavern keeper William Craig, cbtained an ordinary
license in 1722. 8he probably continued to keep a tavern
after her husband's death, though no additional information

is known sbouther,%®

Tavern keeper, 1767-1770. Thomas Craig, was living in
Williamsburg as early as 1759, when he and Anne had a son
baptized.’? Craig identified himself as a tailor in
November, 1761, when he purchased the property where the
Market Square Tavern has been restored. EBvidently Craig
supplemented his income during the following years by
taking in lodgers-~-one of whom was Thomas Jefferson, who
lodgéd at Craig's while studying law. Additional lodgers

stayed at Craig's during Public Times. In February, 1767,

68goodwin, Bﬁgtﬁn, p. 146; Virginia gazette (Hunter),
April 25, 1751, p. 3; Fitspatrick, Colonial Traveller.
Ps 63. o

69y 0ork County Orders and Wills, XVI (1720-1729), 188.
(M~1-8)

70goodwin, Bruton, 159.
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Crailg announced that he had "taken out & license for
publick house keeping" but would continue to carry on his
business as a tailor. geveral years later, in August,
1770, Craig announced that he resolved “"immediately to
discontinue tavern keeping, and to have my affairs

settled.” His house and personal belongings were sold at

public auction. Gabriel Maupin purchased the property .and
71

openad & tavern there the following vear.

William

Cralg was in Williamsburg as early as 1705 since he wite
nessed the fire at the college. In 1712 he purchased two
lots, one of them opposite the college, where he probably
had his tavern. He received ordinary licenses regularly
-between 1712 and 1719. In 1714 Craig was appointed door

keeper of the Council and in 1716 he was chosen to be

?lu&xy Stephenson, Market Square Tavern House History,
pp. 4-8. Sources: York County Deeds, VI (1755«1763),
382~384; Virginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), February 12,
1767, p. 33 Letter from Ann Craig to Thomas Jeffexrson,
March 20, 1809, original Massachusetts Historical Society,
photostat Colonial Williamsburg Research Archives; .
Virginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), August 30, 1770, p. 31
September 22, 1771, p. 3.
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porter at the college. He died sometime before June 20,
1720.72
keeper, c. 1782~3769,

Nathaniel Crawley, son of John Crawley of York County,
identified himself as a tavern keeper in 1752. an account
of expenses of a treaty with the Indians in 1756 lists

“Po Nathaniel Crawley for maintaining some of them here
839, 17, 0.°7° Evidently COrawley remained in the tavemn
business until his death since his wife, Sarah, continued
to operate her husband's tavern, Crawley died before
September 20, 1769. When his dwelling house and goods
ware advertised for sale in December, 1769, the location

was given as near the eailage.74

724111iam and Mary Quarterly, 2nd ser., VIII (1928),
231; York County Deeds, Bonds, £I (1701-1713), 424 (M-1<13);:
Orders, Wills, XIV {(1709«1716), 200, 365 (M~1«6):; XV (1716~
1?20}, 45, 168, 313, 507, 639 (M~1~7); H. R. Mcllwaine, ed.
ive Journa of the Councll of Colonial Virginia
{Richmoné. 1928} 312 (Hay 1 1?05~auﬁahur 23, 1721), 375¢
= Big xag z, v (189&*1897}.

73york County Deeds, VI (1755-1763), 418 (M-1-15)7
Orders and Wills, XX {1745-1759), 107 {M-1-10): H. R.
MoXliwaine, ed. als o puse of Burgesses 1753~
1?55, ;756~1753 (Richmond, 1909), 524. ‘

7dyirginia Gazette (Rind), September 21, 1?69. p. B
Decenber 7, 1769, p. 3.
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Barah Crawley

anne&neadﬁiﬁ September, 1769, that she continued “to keep
?ﬂéﬁ;ﬁ~¢_ﬁﬁﬁﬁg.;n}the same manner as in her late husband's
}ifafg;mefé_‘siﬁce the house and personal estate of
Kathaniel.Crawiay were--offered for sale several months

later, she only kept a tapern for a short time. >

Thomas

craaae.ywhase wife was the widow of Gabriel Maupin, identi-
fied himself on a deed as a gardener in 1?24.?6 By the
following year he was evidently keeping a tavern since
Richard King had an account with him,”? Other references
list Crease as a gardensxr at the Palace and later as a

gardener at the college, BHe died sometime before January,

1757.78

751pid,

76york County Deeds, Bonds, IIT (1713-1729), 440-441.
(M-1~13) ‘

7?Misaéllanaaas\payera relating to the estate of.
Richard King, in Jones Papers, Library of Congress.
{M=22-1)

T8y, R. McIlwaine, ed. Executive Journals of the
Council of Colonial Virginia (Richmond, 1930), IV -
{October 28, 1721-0October 28, 1739), 118; Virginia Gazette
{(Parks), January 13, 1738, p. 45 York County Wille and
Inventories, XX (1746-1759), 430. (M«1-10)
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-lnauaxd Cummings worked for publishers of the Virginia

Gagette from the 1750's through the 1770's.’° In 1752

Robert Miller, a tailoxr from London, announced that he
lodged "at Mr. Bdward Cumins's in Francis Street, neax-
the gagiéagwf Cummings advertised books for sale -in
1774. - The next year a "Mr. Cumings, the bookbinder" was
cormected with the print shop in Norfolk. The last
reference to Edward Cummings is his notice about a stolen

cloak in 1780.%0

Cunnin

-David Cunningham, a barber, was living in Williamsburg as
early as 1712, In May of that year he purchased lots 279
and 280 opposite the Capitol. The tavern which Cunningham
kept £rom 1713 to about 1717 and his shop were probably lo=-
cated on these lots, where the Coke~@Garrett House has been

restored, In Juné, 1713, he was appointed constable. His

79¢. Clement Samford and John Hemphill IX, Bookbinding
in Colonial Virginia (Williamsburg, 1966), p. 34.

80yirginia Gazette {Hunter), December 8, 1752, p. 3
(Purdie & Dixon), Auvgust 25, 1774, p. 37 (DPimxon & Hunter),
October 7, 1775, p. 3 (Claxkson & Davis). February 19,
1780, p. 4.
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will indicates that Cunningham remained a barber but pro-
bably gave up tavern keeping several years before his
death, Cunningham, whose wife had died earlier, ordered

that his children be educated and maintained by his “loving

friend, " the tavern keeper Susanna Allen, He died early
81

in 1720,

1770~1772. In March, 1770, Mary Davis announced that she
had come from Lester's ferry at Jamestown and had "rented
Dr. Carter's large brick house on the main street" (recon~
structed as the Brick House Tavern) where she proposed to
"accommodate Ladies and Gentlemen with private lodgings,"”
The advertisement described "12 or 14 very good lodging
rooms with fire places in most of them, which will hold
two or three beds in eanh.”az Factors of William Cuning~

hame and Company, a large Scottish tobacco firm, planned

Blaullock and Tonkin, Wigmaking, pp. 75-77. Sourcess
York County Orders and wWills, XI1v (1709-1716), 169, 217,
257, 325 (M-1~6); Deeds and Bonds, II (1701~1713), 418
{M~1+13); Orders and Wills, XV (1716-1720), 562 (M~1l-7).
Most of these references also appear in Mary Stephenson,
Coke~@arrett House History.

azﬂaxy Stephenson, Brick House Tavern House History,

P« 10. Sources: Yirginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon),
March 22, 1771, p. 4.



to lodge thara,ana use the house behind the tavern for
conducting their buainesa.sa Another advertisement in
May states that she intended to keep "a table for 10 oxr

12 Burgesses, during the sessions Of Assembly® and furnish
them with breskfast, dinner and lodgings. By December,
1772, the tavern was for rent and within two months

Richard Singleton had mavsd,in;34‘

Davis, Richard. Taverxn _rb,l?7 «1772. Richard
navig is fitat.mea@iangé in connection with his wife's
‘hasiness in June, 1770, when he leased the brick house
where they were living. They may have begun operating a
tavern at that time as advertisements in 1771 and 1772 were
signed by Richard Pavis. By October, 1772, their business
was evidently poor since Da¢is reminded the public that
hig tavern was still open. Rind noted in an QOctober issue

of the Virainia Gazette that he had received a lettex from

Richard Davis to his creditors but was undble to insert

83 5ames Robinson tg=wil1ia&’aandersan; April 17, 1770,
‘Letterbook of William Cuningham & Company. I, National
Library of Saatlané. tﬁ«sz}

B4yirginia Gazette {(Purdie & Dixon), May 8, 1770,
p. 31 December 17, 1772, p. 3; (Rind), Janvary 14, 1773,
P 3.
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the letter in such busy times. By December the tavern
| 85

was advertised for rent.

Doncastle, wha4$a& earlier operated taverns in Fredericks«
burg {c. 1745) and at Ring William Court House (1745~1753),
moved t&'ﬂiliiamsb§§§ in 1753 and rented a house from’
Henry w%ﬁhefbnrn;sﬁ Doncastle's location is unknown bhut
it iz unlikely that Wetherburn moved out of his tavexéﬂ

on lots 21 and 22 so that Doncastle could move into the
baizding.a? Doncastle's tavern was a popular place vhere
auctions for land and slaves were frequently held. 1In

1754 and 1755 Doncastle bought large quantities of mutton,

85Mary Stephenson, Brick House Tavern House History,:
PP+ 1l0«14. Sources: York County Deeds, VIII {1769-1777),
95-96. Virginia Gazette (Rind), May 2, 1771, p. 3; (Purdie
& Dixon), June 20, 1771, p. 2; October 29, 1772, p. 27
{Rind), October 22, 1772, p. 2; (Purdie & Dixon), December 17,
1772, p. 3.

86yirginia Gazette (Hunter), September 12, 1745, p. 4:
July 3, 1746, p. 47 November 3, 1752, p. 2.

87Research guerys Edward M. Riley to Ivor Noel Hume.
August 2, 1966, Report on the Wekherburn site prepared by
Raymond R. Townsend. Copy in Colonial wxlliamsbusg
Research Deparifent. '
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pork, and beef which were probably used at his tavarpwag
He gave notice in August, 1755, that his hguse could be
rented in October and that his furniture and liquor would
be éﬁ;&{ but since a sale was advertised before his door-
'iﬁ.nacambﬁr he probably did not move out. An entry in
Washington's ieager_far March 30, 1756, showing expenses
at Doncastle’s and at Wetherburn's indicates that Doncastle
was still keeping a tavern on that date.®®

inkard, William. Tavern keeper, 1771l-c. 1776.

William Briﬁkar&'pxababiy,iearnaazthsmhusiness of tavern
keeyigg from James Southall while he was employed by '
Southall as a waiter in 1765. Drinkard announced in 1771
that he was opening a tavern "nearly opposite the Post .~
foieé.”gﬁ He may have continued to operate his tavern

through 1776 since an account of the Wirginia state troops

33ﬂary Stephenson, Mr. Wetherburn's Tavern House
History, pp. 16-17. Sourcess Virginia Gagette (Hunter),
October 17, 1755, p. 3: MS Account Book of William Lightw
foot, p. 83. Colonial Williamsburg Research Archives.

89Viggga§a Gazette (Hunter), &ugust 15, 1755, p. 33
Decenber 5, 1755, p. 3; Fitzpatrick, CGolonial Traveller,
F" 9?*?.

20yirginia Gazette Day Book, 1764~1766, p. 205;
Virginia Gagatta {(Purdie & Dixon), Pebruary 28, 1771, p. 3.
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notes that William Drinkard was to be paid three pounds

91 petween 1772 and 1775 Drinkard served

92

"for Express Hire."
as doorkeeper for the Burgesses.

A719-1722. Mary Dunn re-

] favern keepe
ceived licenses to keep a tavern at her dwelling in
Williamsburg in 1719 and 1721.%3

‘ William Dunn

was living in or near Willi#ﬁﬁhuxg in 1743. In 1752 one of
his daughters was baptizé&. Dunn operated "the Crown
Tavern, opposite to the Printing~Office” before March,
1752, when he gave notice that he offered "good Entertaine
ment* in spite of the false rumors of "some ill-dispos‘d

Persons," There was evidently a shop attached to Dunn's

tavern since William Peake, a barber, kept his shop there
94

in the spring of 1752,

n_t"_* ! i
{1918), 399.
gaJohn P. Kernedy, ed. Journals of the House of

gurgaasaaz 17?6*1??2 (Richmond; 1966), P 32; Ipid.,

933::»»1;: County Oxaéxa and Will.s_, XV (1716-1720), 454
(M=1~7) ; XVI {1739~—1?29), 67. (M~1+8)

(1900), 657 Goodwin, Braton, PN TTTRCT a_Gaze
{Hunter), March 12, 1752, p. 3; Pebruary 26, 1?52, Pp. 4.
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In Apxr i1, l7e8,

Elliet ”@panaﬂ TAVERN in the house formerly occupied by

gﬁggﬁmag, {reconstructed as the Red Lion). According

to the James City County tax lists for 1769 a William
, 05

Elliaét had two tithes.

Alexander Finnie, a wigmaker, was living in williambburg

by 1744. A letter dated December 14, 1754, shows that Finnie
was still making wigs at that ﬁime;gé' In June, 1749,

,?innie purchased the Raleigh Tavern and two years later
bought twenty acres for stabling»and-pastnrage,g7' In July,
1752, he announced his plans to go to Great Britain and

requested those indeBeed to him to settle their accounts.

95Mary Stephenson, Red Lion House History, pp. 19-20.
Sources: Virginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), April 7,
1768, p: 3: James City County Tax Lists.

gﬁaulladk and Tonkin, Wigmaking, p. 82«85, Sourcess:
York County Wills and Inventories, XIX (1740-1746), 314:
"Letter Book of Francis Jerdone, " William and Mary -
ist ser., XIV (1905-19206), 143.

97Mary McWilliams, Raleigh Tavern House History,
pp. 4~7. Sources: York County Deeds, V (1741-1754),
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The Raleigh, which he offered for sale, was purchased

by Col. John Chiswell and George Gilmer in August, 1752.

In Novembexr Finnie gave notice that he had guit the Raleigh
and intended to leave the Colony but subsequent references
suggest that Pinnie may have continued as keeper of the
Raleigh.?® In the fall of 1754 Washington paid 5s. 3d.
for "Dinner: and Club at Pinnies® and %$s. for club theie’

in the spring of 1763.%° In April, 1755, when Finnie
announced that he intended to go to the éhim country, he
‘noted that his “House will be kept in my Absence, as usual,

by my Wifa*“leg

During these years Finnie was having
financial trouble which may explain his announcements to
leave the Colony. A letter of Francis Jexdone's, a
Yorktown merchant, stated that he might have to take a
mortgage of FPinnie's stock and household furniture since
he feared that bringing a suit would “entirely break him

up.* In March, 1769, Finnie amnounced his determination

28au110ck and Tonkin, Wigmaking, pp. 82~85. Sourcass
York County Deeds, V (1751-1754), 495: Virginia Gazette
{Bﬁnt@r}, Novenber 17, 1752, p. 2.

i+

ggﬁigzgahriak,:~ lonia aveller, pp. 62, 163.

1°9virginiavéézetta (Bunter), April 25, 1755, p. 2.
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to sell all his estaté, inecluding Porto Bello, his plan~
tation on Queen’s Creek, but he continued to live there

until his death in May, 2?6951@1

received a license to keep a tavern in Willlamshwrg in 1706 202

Pebruary, 1?52* Daniel Fisher arrived in Williamsburg in
the fall of 1750 and moved into a house in the western
end of the city where he kept a store. By October, 1751,
Fisher had opened a tavern at the building owned by Henry
Wetherburn where Marot®s Ordinary has been reconstructed.
Four months later Pisher c¢losed his tavern, divided the
building into apartments, and reopened his store. In
1755 he went to Philadelphia in search of business oppor-
tunities but returned that fail.lg3 Fisher continued to

live in Williamsburg for a short time and in April, 1756,

101p,y110ck and Tonkin, Wigmaking, pp. 82~85. .Sourcess
William and Mary Quarterly, lst ser., XIV (1208), 143;

Vi nia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), December 24, 116?, p. 31
T’a‘ﬁ%’}, May 4, 1769, p. 3.

192Yufk County Deeds, Orders and Wills, XY {(1702-
1?aa) -424. {M=-1~5)

lesnazy Goodwin, Marot's Ordinary House History,
pp. 23-37,. Sources: "rhe PFisher History,” Louise P.
du Bellet, Scome Prominent Virginia pamilies (Lynchburg,
1907), II, 752-812; Virqginia Gazette (Hunter), October 3,
1751, p. 32 Pebyuaxy 20, 1752, p. 4.
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‘addreseed & leﬁﬁg? to Benjanin Waller “eonﬁaining very
egprahricué Reflections on this House, and a most
seanﬂai¢u§'anéfdefamaﬁary Libel" against Waller. Waller
.presented thelletter to the House of Burgesses and Pisher
wzs Ffound guiity of a breach of the privileges of the
housge andf&rﬁafad'taicgm@ and ‘answer for his effanee;lﬁé
?iﬁhér"may-hava»ie£EHWilliamshuxq following this incident
since no farther record of him has been located.

... Tavern keeper, 1708-c. 1714. 1In 1707,

Henry Gill obtained lots 49 and 50 where the Waters-
Coleman House has been reconstructed. Between 1708 and -
1714 he received licenses to keep a tavern at his dwelling
in williamsburg. County records list Gill as a tanner and
a shoemsker. He died in 1721.19°

Gilliam, Joseph. Tavern keeper, =, 1745. By the fall

of 1745 Joseph Gilliam had moved into the houge now recon-

structed as the Red Dion and offered “very good private

lﬁéﬁelﬁ.'msziwaine. ¢d. Journalg of the House of Buxw
essesg  1752-1755, 1?'6*1?: iRichmﬁn&, 1909), 373.

105gunter D. Farish, Waters-Coleman House History,
PP 1~2. Sources: York County Deeds, Orders, Wills,
XIxx (1706~1710), 288, 207, 271; Orders, Wills, XiIV
{1709~ 1716). 89, 162, 349; XVI {1720-1729), §3‘ :
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ﬁﬁ&giﬁgﬁ; to gentlemen "either in Public Times or privatel
He also gave notice that he had a good traveling chair,
horses and a driver for hire. Richard Caulton, an up-
holster from London, had lodgings "at Mr. Joseph Gilliam‘s®™
in Rovember. @Gilliam had either moved or given up tavern
keeping by June, 1746, since John Taylor was operating a
tavern on this lct*106 Evidently @¢illiam fought in the
Prench and Indian War since he was listed among the 5isahlea
and discharged soldiers who petitioned the House of
Burgesses in 1755207

Hadley, Dionisia. Tavern ke c. 1705. In 1695
Dionisia Rawvencroft, a widow, married Thomas Hadley, who
superintended the building of the ﬁciiege. 8he recéived
a license in 1705 to operate a tavern at her dwelling., In
Septembear, 1714 it was reported that Mrs. Hadley had died

without making a wili 198

;QGStephenSQn. Red Lion, pp. 5+8. Bources: Virginia
Gazette (Parks), September 26, 1745, p. 3; November 28,
1745,pp. 41 M5 Lease of property to John Blair from di-~
redtors of city of Williamsburg, June 2, 1746, miscel-

laneous manuscripts. Colonial Williamsburg Research Archives.

1c7ﬂ. R, McIlwaine, ed. Journals of the House of Bur-

gesses: 1?52~115a, 1756-1758 (Richmond, 15098}, p.. 2?3 and
274. ;

xgaﬁilliam and Mary Quarte rlz, lst ser., xvxxz {19&9~
1910}, 214; York caunty Deeds, Orders, Wills, XII (1702~

1706), 332. {M-1-5); Orders, Wills, XIV (1709-1716), 335.
(M-1-5) -
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Anthony Hay

came to Williamsburg around 1750 and married first,
Elizabeth Penman, and second, Elizabeth Davenport. He
was probably in business as a cabinetmaker and chair maker
as early -as 1751, when he advertised for Journeymen. In
1756 Hay purchased lots 263 and 264 (on which the Hay-
‘Cabinet Shop has been reconstryructed) where he lived until.
his death. He remained in the cabinetmaking business until
1767, when he purchased the Raleigh Tavern from Willilam
PTrebell. During Hay's ownership the Raleigh was the scene
of many social events, public auctions, civiec and business
meetings, and political gatherings. He kept the tavern

until ‘his death in Decenber 27?9‘1Qy‘

lggmary Stephenson, Hay Cabiinet Shap_ﬂmase History,
pp. 7-12. Scurces: ?yier*s Virginia .Béograph X, 255;
MS Day Book of the Virginia ‘Gazette, p. 78, University of
virginia Library, photostat Colonial- Eiiliamsburg Research
Department; York County Deeds VI (1755-1763), 65-66; VIX
(1763-1769), 216; VYirginia Gazette (Purdiess Dixon),
Decerber 13, 1770, p. 2.  Some of the samé references
appear in Mary McWilliams, “Raleigh Tavern.”




Mrs. Grissell Hay, widow of Dr. Peter Hay who died in
1764, lived on the north side of Nicholson Street (wkexg
the Archibald Blair House has been restored). In 1768
she advertised "very commodious lodgings to let for a
dozen gehtlemen.™ In a letter to the Norfolk merchant,
Neil Janmieson, one James Blassford remarked that he had
"left Southalls Lodgings /The Raleigh Tavern/ for Mrs.
Hays which tho' it is rather out of the way is far more
agreaable this hot Weather." 8he died in May, 1?78‘1i9

Jeremiah Hill

received a license to keep a tavern at his dwelling in

Williamsburg in 1719,111

rd

In 1771 Cuthbert Hubbard anncunced that he had moved to the
house lately occupied by Robert Anderson “wh&re_@entlemen

may be accommodated in the best Manner."™ He also noted

10york county Deeds, VIIX (1769-1777), 214 (M~1-16):
¥irginia Gazette (Rind), March 3, 1768, p. 4 Letter of
James Glassford to Neil Jamieson, August 3, 1773, Jamie-
son Papers, Library of Congress (M-57-9); Virginia G
(Dixon), May 8, 1778, p. 7. '

11150r% County Orders and Wills, XV (1716-1720),
468. (M=1~7)

177
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that he continued his "Business of Peruke making, Shaving,
and Hair dressing." Hubbard freguently advertised his
lodgings near the college between 1771 and 1774.312
During 1775 and 1776 he was paid by the state for dieting

troopa, for his service as an hostler, for renting a house

for public use, and for furnishing fodder. He died in
113

1790,

Joseph Kidd, who lived in Williamsburg in the 1760's and
1770%s, did various jobs; upholsterer, appraiser,
auctioneer, painter, and lead manufacturer. In October,
1770, when he was living at the Custis house, he offered
very good lodgings for gentlemen. He continued to
advertise for lodgers in 1772, when he moved to the house

near the Capitol previously occupied by George bavenpax€.134

(1918), 67 and 4aas’xxvxxx'¢xsze:, zszy'xxx:’{1923;, 3275
York County Wills and Inventories, XXIIX (1783-1311)., 195.
(M=1-12)

114mary Stephenson, Custis Square House History,
Pp. 26~27. Sources: Virginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon),
December 28, 1769, p. 37 (Rind), October 4, 1770, p. 3:
{Purdie & Dixon), June 21, 1771, p. 3y Januvary 23, 1772,
P 3.
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Kidd's guarrel with the Reverend Samuel Henley, rector
of Bruton Parish Churdh, in the spring of 1775 received a
great deal of coverage in Pinkney's Virginia Gazette.

In 1718, 1720 and 1721 Robert Laughton received licenses

to keep a tavern at his dwelling in Williamsburg. In

1730, when he sold some land, Laaghton identified hime
115

self as a tavern Xeeper.

Lenox was a wigmaker in Williamsburg during the 1760's
and 1770's. In 1768 when he moved to the Red Lion (one
of the reconstructed taverns) he advertised accommodations

for private lodgers. Lenox was one of several Presby~

terians who signed a document in the York County Court:
116

in 1765,

William Levingsion emigrated to Virxginia from Scotland be-

fore 1716. He operated a dancing school in Williamsburg

US¢ork County Orders, Wills, XV (1716-1720), 412,
566 . (M«-l*’?); XV (1720-1729), 115, {M~1-8)

1163ullaek and. Tonkin, Wigmaking, pp. 95-99. Sourcest
VYirginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), March 24, 1768, p. 1
“Presbyterians in York County,” Tyler's Quartexly, V (1924),
66~67; Williamsburg City Personal Property Tax List, 1783
{M~1-47)
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and along with Charles and Mary Stagg built and ran the
firgt theater. Levingston's theater, house and outbuilde
ings, garden and bowling green faced on Palace Green. In
1720 and 1721 Levingston received licenses to operate a
tavern at his house. By 1721 he was having financial
difficulties and was forced to mortgage his property to
Archibald Blair. Two yéars later Levingston defaulted
agﬂfwaa evicted from his house. He probably left
Williamsburg then and moved to Spotsylvania County, where
he died around 1729,1%7

Lockley, John. Iodainghouse keeper, 1774-1779.

John lockley, who came to Virginia from England in the
early 1770's, advertised as a portrait painter and kept
the bar at Mrs. Vobe's. There are several references to

his keeping lodgers in 1774 and again in 1779118

1l7gugh.mankin, The Colonial Theatre, Its History and
Operation, pp. 22-~30. Sources: William and Ma )
It mer., XXIXI (1913), 68-~69; Virginia Magazine of iata
and Biography, IV (1896~1897}, 196; York County Deeds,
Bonds, IXX (1713-1729), 204y Orders, ﬂilla, XV {1716~1720).
6127 XVI (1720-1729), 42, 692; William ' uarter
ist ser. XXII (1913), 68,69. Similar xafaxanaas appear in
Mary Stephenson, The First Theatre.

118ysrainia gazette (Purdie & Dixon), March 18, 1773,

P. 31 November 24, 1774, p. 3: (Dixon & Hunter), August 14,
1779, p. 3.
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Mary Luke, wife of

George Luke, who had been collector of customs in the lower
district of the James River in 1705, received a license to
keep a tavern in 1720, SheJéied‘in 1727.119

Lyon, Robert. Tavern keeper, 1755. Robert Lyon was
in Williamsburg as aa¥1y~aa 1749, when he was mentioned.
in a court case. In the early 1750's he frequently adver-
tised his wigs and regquested the men indebted to. him to
gettle their accounts. An a&vertiﬁemant in the summer of
1755 ended with this notices "I now keep Tavern at the
Sign of the Edinburgh Castle, near the Capitol." By
November, 1759, Lyon advertised merchandise "at his STORE
in the MARKET ~ PLACE." He was identified as a merchant in
May, 1760, when he leased the lot {where the Market Square
Tavern has been restored) for his store. 7The last reference
to his being in Williamsburg is in 1771 when he was

attempting to eallect_&fdebtilzﬂ

1194, .k Mcllwaine, ed. Executive Journals of the
Council of cﬁlcn;al vigginia {Richmond, - 1928), IIX, 47;
York County Orders, Wills, XVI' (1720~1729), 33 (M~1-8);
Goodwin, Brgton, p. 160,

120py110ck and Tonkin, Wigmaking, pp. 100-102.
Sources: York County Judgments, Orders,” (1746-1752), 229;
Virginia Gazette (Hunter), April 24, 1752, p. 3; August 1,
1755, p. 3; York County Deeds, VI (1755-1763), 265;
Judgmente, Orders, IX.(1770-1772), 365. References to
Lyon also appear in Mary Stephenson, Burdett's Ordinary
and Market Square Tavern.




Mann, wife of Joseph Mann, who was paid by the Council in
1700 for his services against the pirates, received a-
license to keep a tavern at her house in 1701. The tavern
wag useﬁ‘une éveninq invi704'whan members of the clergy
Qéthered there.and_preseﬁiéafgiballaé defending Governor
?raheia Nicholson in hia.&iééﬁgepwiﬁh’cammiasary James
Blair. - Her husband died in 1704.12} .

707-1717. Jean Marot,

a Hugbnot who came to Virginia in 1700, worked for William
Byrd I at Westover before caming’ta~wiiliamshugg. In 1705
he was paid by the Council for boarding and lodging
prisoners at his house, From 1707 to 1716 Marot received
licenses to operate a tavern which after 1708 was located
on lot 25 (where Marot's Ordinary has been reconstructed).
His tavern was well-furnished and frequented by the leading
gentlemen of the colony--including William Byrd IX, who
often mentioned the %a#ern'in his, early diary. Marot

served as constable of w&ili&mdbuxg from 1708 to 1710.

1213. R. McIlwaine, ed. Ex ‘
Council of Colonial Virginia (Riahmgn&, 192?}. 84: York
County Deeds, Orders, Wills, XI (1593~1792), 561 {M~1-~5);
William Stephens Pexxy, ed. : .
lating to the American Colonial hureh (ﬁartfcrﬂ i87a),
X (Virginia), 179-180; Goodwin, Bruton, p. 164.
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Marot died sometime before Rovember 18, 1717;322 FPrancis
Sharpe was accused of murdering Marot but was never

convicted.

Before
December, 1760, James Martin, a barber and perukemaker, was
a tenant of Henry Wetherburn. In October, 1765, Martin
advertised lodgings; that year Robert Wormeley Carter
stayed with him and paid £1.2.9 for "Lodging Breakfast &
nreasihg.my Hair." Martin died in July, 1786‘i23

Gabriel

Maupin, a Hugénot, petitioned the Council for naturalization

in 1705. He was named constable in 1711. Maupin received

i

122600&win, Marot's Ordinary, Appendix i-xii. Sources:
X : collections, V, p. 247 Virginia Magazine
of 3iatogz and . Biagragﬁz» xxxv (1927), 239; H. R, chlwaine,

{Richmpn6, 1928). IKI. 61~62; York caunty Deeds, ardars,
wills, XIIXI (1706~1710), 110, 192, 269; XIV {1709-1716),
132, 244, 319, 409, 498; XV (1716~1720), 91; Deeds, IX
(1701~1713), 262-264; Byrd, Biary, 1709-1712,passim.;
York County Deeds, Orders, Wills, XIXIX {(1706-1710), 114:
Orders, Wills, XIV (1709-1716), 5; XV {1716~1720}, 169,
171-174.

3233tépheh$on,'ﬂ@thexhuxn‘s"?avatn, pp. 27«28, Sourcesy
York County Judgments, Orders, III (1772-1772), 216; MS
Virginia Gazette Day Book, 1764~1766, p. 205, MS Disries R.
W. Carter, p. 22, Clements Library, typescript Colondal
williamsburg Research Department: York County Wills,
xnventozies, XXI (1760~1771), 303-304.
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licenses to operate a tavern in 1714 and 1718. He
probably died in 1718 or 1719 since his wife, Mary,.

received an ordinary license in 17lﬁ,l24

Gabriel Maupin may §éve been the grandson of Gabriel .and
Mary Maupin, Wh¢9haéikept a tavern parlier in the century.
fﬁe~waa ap%xantice&.k% the saddler Alexander Craig. in 1750
and became established as a saddle and harness maker in .
ﬂh&¢i?ﬁo‘slgs.3uaupin becane an‘inﬁﬁegper in 1767, when
he took over the tavern which Mary Page had opexated,lza(
In 1771 when Maupin purchased the property {where the .
Market Sguare Tavern has been restored) on Market Sguare,
he identified himself as a tavern keeper and in the adver~
tisement for the tavern he noted that his saddle and
harness making shop wbuiﬁ‘bé‘meveﬁ to the tavern. Maupin

was an active member in the Williamsburg Lodge of Masons

1343. R. acxlwaine, ed. Legislative Journals of the
rgqinia {Richmond, 1908}, II, 411;

‘mrk t:ounty Orders, Wills, XIV (1709-1716), 83, 353 (M1-6);
XV (1716-1720), 384, 550. (M-1-7)

125klexandex Craig Account Book, 1749-1756, Galt
?aperﬁ. Colonial Williansburg Research Archives. (n~ss~1y'

326V1r§inia Gazetgg (Eardie & Dixon)., S&ptamber 24,
l?ﬁ? P 3. ) ’
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an& the mambets mat at his tavern on aaveral nacasicns.127

In 1775 Maqpin was appointed keepar of the magazina and
served as gap;aia of Virginia tropps during the

Revalutian.lza

Maupin, Mar » 1719-1723. Mary Maupin,
wife of Gabriel Maupin, probably continued td”ﬁ?éé&té?hex
husband’s tavern after his death since she received li-
censes in 1719, 1722 and 1723,  Bometime before January 18,
1724, she married Thomas Crease, who was keeping a -tavern

in 1725. Mary Maupin Crease died in 1748.32%

In 1716 Thomas

May received a license to operate a tavern at his dwelling
130 “

in williameburg.

Robert Nicolson was a tailor as early as 1751 and later

12?staphénaun, Market Sguare Tavern, pp. 8-9.
Scurcess Virginia Gagagte {Purdie & Dixon), September 256,
1771, p. 3: MS Treasurer's Book Botetourt ILodge of Masons,
phatcatat. CalaniaLNWiliiamsbuzg'aeaearshA&rchlvea.

virginia Gazetga (nixon & ﬁunter), May 13. 1775,

{1894*18@5)¢ 247.

1295 County Orders, willa,' (1716~1720), 550
(M-1-7); XVI (1720-1729), 137, 195 (M-1-8); Deeds, Bonds,
IIT (1713+1729), 440-441 (M-1-13); Goodwin. Brutom, p. 168.

(41 liﬁxazk aaunty Orders, Wills, XV (1716-1720), ‘70,
Mol



became a merchant. He kept a lodginghouse in Williamsburg
from 1766 until 1777. In the 1780's he moved his store
to Richmond and died there in 1797131

av

ern keeper :1725~1?2?; A tavern

account of Richard King with Richard Packe from 1725-1727
is the first mention of Packe's being in wiliiamgﬁurg;13z
When he purchased lot 47 {vhere the Pitt-Dixon House has
been reconstructed) in Januwary,,1728/9. he identified
hingelf as a watchmaker. Pakke died sometime before-

May 17, 1739, when his daughter was apprﬂnticeé.lgs

R;bhﬂrd

Packe, widow of Graves 9acka,e%—éap%%é&—&ané&ag,134 was
keeping a lodginghouse in.Williamsburg by June, 1737, The

131yv3id., Deeds, V (1741-1754), p. 70 (M~-1-14):
Virginia Gazette (Pinkney), January 26, 1775, p. 3;:
(Hunter)}, September 12, 1766, p. 3; (Purdie & Dixon),.
July 23, 1772, p. 3; inscription on tombstone, 8t. John's
Church, Richmond,

132pccount of Richard Xing with Richard Packe, 1725-
1727, Jones Papers, Library of Congress. {M-22-1)

133Maxy Stephenson, Pitt-Dixon House History, pp. 13-
15. Sourcest York County Deeds, Bonds, IXI {(1713-1729},
501y Orders, Wills, XVII {(1729-1732), 167.
Probated t’-# Au.ud' 1231, Low&o\m.
m&m-w r ~

-QGB-Prmc.Pa;Q Probate Re@s‘\’\-y, Will- Register Bcoks Q.IS' ISHAN

1345 Wb“ ‘F G\"G 35 Pa.c-ke..
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lawyer, John Mercer, lodged with her several times in 1737
and 1738. 1In 1738 she was running & store where she ad-
vartiﬁeé maurniag goods. The last reference to her keeping

1edging hause‘is in 1746, when the lawyer, Edmund
?enaietagy gave notice that he planned te stay “"at Mrs,
Packe!s next Dooxr to the ?ringing'e;ogfice.“ She married
‘William Green, a»éilliamﬁburg-mamehantf¥$omatima before
March 27, 1755. By June, 1759, a Sarah Green of York
County was deaa. 133

Pége, Mary. Tavern keop Macy Paééfpﬁfﬁ'

chasea,items;ﬁxomn&he printing ofifice on seva:axvacaaéiéng
ﬁuring the 1760's. Gabriel Maupin announced in Septgwbér,

1767, that "those Gentlemen who" used ta'fxeguentkthevﬁoaae

of Mrs. MARY PAGE, deceased" could depend on him for

accommodations and enﬁertainmegt‘l35

lSJStephenaoa, Pitte-Dixon House History, pp. 17=-22.
Sources: Virginia Gazette (Parks), June 17, 1737, p. 4:
March 1, 1738, p. 3; July 14, 1738, pil-4; March 27, 1746,
p. 4: {Hunter), March 28, 1755, p. 3: York County Wills,
Inventories, XX (1745~1759), 512~513,

136yg virginia Gazette Day Book, 1764~1766, p. 12
‘and passim. University of Virginia Library, phataatat
Colonial Williamsburg Research Department; Virginia
Ga gette (Purdi@ & Dixon), $eptembex 24, 1767.p. 3.



1768, William Page announced that he had good lodgings for
gentlemen "at his house, fronting the play house® (probably
vzhere the Blue Bell has been reconstructed), The men
‘in&e’;:rmﬁ to_him were requested to settle their accounts
i;zmedi;ai:‘aly:' however, the nature gf} his previous business
is unknmmgm? In the 1770's a William Page advertised
meyrchandise at the store "below the W; s formerly
occupied by Mr. Robert Nicélson." An acgount book for
Virginia troops in the Revolution lists cash paid in 1775

to a William Page for public express and for the loss of

737-1745. John Parker
received licenses to operate a tavern at the "red Lyon® in
1737, 1738 and 1739. He rented the: tavern on lot 44 {(where

the Red Lion has been reaconstructed) from John Blair.

_ £ il ’ _
Parker died Wﬂaqn. 1745, and several months later

137Mary McWilliams, Blue Bell House History, p. 5.
Sources: Virginia Gazette (Rind). Mareh 17, 1768, p. 3.

133Vi:ginia Gagzette {ﬁaxan}, Pebruary 4, 1??5,,9* 31

'63. 186, 183, 294, 295,



William Wyatt gave notice that he was keeping the tavern

"Jately kept by Mr. John Parker. udt39

. 3
- b

Pattison paxghase& lot 58 adjoining Capitol Square befora
1742, John Burdette rented the tavern on the west portion
of the lot as early as 1739 and continued to rent the’
‘tavern through 1743 when Pattison died. Since Pattisbn;
identified himself as an ordinary keeper in his will, and
since his inventory lists many items connected with tavern
keeping, there may have been & tavern on the eastern gide
of the lot also. If "The sign of Edinburxgh Castle with
the irons ete® was a tavern sign, this was Pattison's

140 Pattison bought mutton, wveal, and corn in

1741 fxom Euxwallﬁlél Pattison died before February 21,

tavern.

;?42/3 .

13§Staphans¢n, Red Lion, pp. 45, Sourwes: York County
Wills, Inventories, XVIII (1732-1740), 344,426,493 Virginia
Gazette (Parks), &gxil 18, 1745, p. 4.

x4°$taphensan. Burdett's Ordinary, pp. 59, Sourcest
York County Deeds, V {(1741~1734), 39~41; Surry County Deed
and Will Book (1738-1754). p. 1l15; York County Wills,
xnventwriaa, XX (1?49~17§6) 169, 177-179. -,

14laamas Bray Account Book’ (1736-1746), p. Zﬁavfl_
Burwell Papers, Colonial williamsburg Raaearah,&rchiveg,
{M-96~1)



Purchases

maﬁe at the printing office in 1765 for playing cards and
ball tidketﬁ suggest that Joseph Pullet was keeping a
tav§rnyl42 By 1766 his tavern (probably at the Ludwelle
Paradise House) was a popular one. George Washington
vieited Pullet's in May, and the Eingfs birthday was |
celebrated there in June by the Governor and principal
men of the city. The following month Pullet advertised for
a bar-keeper. Evidently Pullet had difficulty collecting
his debts since he requested on several occasions that
gentlemen indebted to him settle their accounts. Pullet

died sometime before June 25, 1767.143

John Redwood was appointed custodian of the Capitol and

keeper of the public jail in 1703 and held the positions

142c virginia Gazette Day Book, 1764-1766, passim.,
University of Virginia Library, photostat Colonial
Wilkiamsbuxg Research Department.

143Fitz§aﬁriék, Colonial Tgavaller, P« 1937 ¥irginia

gGazette (Purdie & Dixon), June 6, 1766, p. 2: July 4, 1766,
P+ 3y May 9, 1766, p. 3t {Rind), December 1ll, 1766, p. 3:
(Purdie & Dixon}, June 25, 1767, g. 3.

130
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until 1710, when he xasigned,144 He was evidantlg keeping
2 tavern before 1707 since his license was renewed that
year. The tavern was probably located on lots 61 and 62 ®on
the North east side of Capitol Sguare” (where the Biﬁ& Bell
has been reconstructed}. He may have given up tavern

keeping by May, 1708, when he sold his lots to Philip

Iudwell. 43

Ripping kept a tavern from 1713 until his death, In 1717
he was appointed constable of Williamsburg. He died before

August 19, 1734.14°

Serjanton, Mre. Tavern keeper, c. 1712, William Byrd
mentions dining with Mrs. Serjanton on January 26, 1712:

144H* R. McIllwaine, eﬁ. Saurnala of the House ag
. 1 _

1912), 30, 175, 182, 261: zbia;, ed. Executive Journals
T ir {Richmond, 1927), 1%

{ﬁuguat 3. XGQQwApril 27, 1705), 367; Ibid., {Richmond, 1928}
X111 (May 1, 1705-October 23, 1721), 205.

145Mary,ﬂ¢ﬂiliiama, Blue Bell, pp. 1-2. Sourcess
York County Deeds, Bonds, IXX (1713-1729), 286y Deeads,
Qtd@rﬁl Wil;ﬂ, XXxx (1?%*1719); llﬁ‘f ﬁ&ad&, Bﬂn&ﬂg iX
{1701~1713), 305,

46yosk County Ordexs, Wilds, XIV (1709-1716), 283, 354,
377, 444 (M-1-6); XV (1716-1720), 179, 318, 482 (M-1-7):
ZVX (1720-1729), 74, 386 (M~1-8); Wills, Inventories, XVIII
(1732~1740), 138, {Mwl~9)
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"I ate roast chicken for dinner but we were forced to
dine in the kitchen but however it was Very good and we
made a ehi.fﬁt m‘be very merry and contented." She may
have been ;:ha wife of John Serjanton, who owned land in

York County in 1704 and who onge owned lot 54 (where the
147

Raleigh 7\&3 been reconstructed).
Prancis,. Tavern keeper, 1718-1718, In 1717

Prancis ‘shm was granted lots 57 and 58 adjoining Capitol
Square. The following yvear he received a license to keep
a tavern at his dwelling, which was probably located on
one of these two lots. SBharpe’s petition for an ordinary
license in 1717 was rejected, but in 1719 his license

was renewed. He was accused of murdering Jean Marot in
1717 but was never convicted. Sharpe*s will, written in
August, 1739, mentions that John Burdett was living on lot

58. Sharpe was living in Surry County when he died in 173948

147Byxﬁ, piary, 1709~1712, p. 475; Virginis Magazine
o) d Bis AXXI (1917)., 703 York County

Deeds, Bonds, IX CI?GL-*}.?!‘S}, 412+413, {(M~1-13)

1498&@911@::3@::, Burdett's Ordinary, pp. 3=5. BSources:
County Deeds, Bonds, XXX (1713~1729)., 168-169; Wills,
Orders, XV (1716~1720), 230, 169; Surry County Wills (1738~
1754), p. 115-116. BSimilar references appear in Stephenson,
John Crump House History, pp. 3-4.
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Mrs. Shields,

daughter of Jean Marot and widow of James Ingles and James
Bhields IX, continued to operate the tavern on lot 25 (where
Marot's Ordinary has been reconstructed) after the death

of her second husband. The Reverend Robert Rose dined at
fnii; Shield's on April 17 and she sponsored a ball at the
ﬁaurthausé on April 23, 1751, In July of that yeaxr, ten
days after Mrs, Mary Bowcock Wetherburn died, Ann Shields

married Henry Wetherburn. That August, Wetherburn advere

tised Shields's tavern for rent and by October Daniel
149

Pisher was operating a tavern there.

James Shields, a tailor, was granted a license to keep a
tavern at his house in 1707. He probably moved into the
James City County part of Williamsburg since he was de~
seribed as being "of the County of James City Taylor" the
next yvear. Thereafter he probably obtained ordinary

licenses from the James City County Court. Shields was

149g00dwin, Marot's Ordinary, pp. 16-22. Sources:
william and Mary Quarterly, lst ser., XIX (1910), 547 Rev.
Robert Rose, Diary, Colonial Williamsburg Rescarch Archives;
,girginia Gagette (Hunter), April 11, 1751, p. 3; "Diary of
John Blair, " William and gggg Quarterly, Ist ser., VII
{1898-1899), 151; Virginia Gazette (Hunter), August 8,
1751, p. t October 3, ,1.753., p. 3.
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evi&ém&y still keeping a tavern in 17@3,}. since he was paid
fai: tdiet.i_ng and accommodating three interpreters for the
Indians, The same year he was appointed messenger of the.
House of Burgesses. In 1720 he became keeper of the public

jail and continued as keeper until his death in a‘uiy,, 3,‘?3‘?}5?9

James Shields II, the son of a'ame;a jshiglés, married’ £irst,
Elizabeth Cobbs who died in 1737, and second, Mrs, Ann
Marot Ingles, daughter of Jean Marot. He was appointed
gurveyor of York County in 1741, 8Shields was identified
as an ordinary keeper in May, 1745, when he and his wife
were living on lot 25 (where Marot's Orxdinary has been
recanstmcmé)‘ He died before December 17, 1750. His

widow continued to operate the tavern until she remarried,l5d

maaary Stephenson, King's Arms Tavern House History,
Illustration #3. Bourcess York County Orders, Wills, VIII
(1687~1691), 37y Deeds, Il (1?&1~1?13), 262~264: H. R,
mxlwai.ne, ea. a’aurnals of the

141 of c:al nial Virgi \ia {Riahmnﬁ, 19.18), Ix, §43:
Yark County Orders, Wills, XVI (1?2e~1729) 472,

153‘$oodwim Marot's Ordinary, appemiix, p. xxxiiiexxxv.
Sources: William and Mary Quarterly, lst ser., V (1896),
117«119; York County Deeds, V (1741-1754), 132; wWills,
Inventories, XX (1745~1759), 195,
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In 1769 Richard Singleton announced that he was taking

the "TAVERN in the house lately occupied by Mrs. Sagah

Coke, opposite the north side of the Capitol" (whgm the
Coke~Garrett House has been restored). He noted that he would
board “"young Gentlemen, by the year." Singleton was prob-
ably forced to move when this property was sold (after

January 31, 1771). By March 7, 1771, Singleton had taken

the house of Colonel Johnson (restored as Bassett Hall)

where he continued to live through 1772, In January, 1773,

Singleton advertised that he had taken. "the BRICK HOUSE

TAVERN on the Main Street." Singleton died before.
152

March 17, 1774.

or, 1710. William Smith

received a license to keep a tavern at his dwelling in

Williasmsburyg in 1710,%3

o -

152$tephens¢xx, Coke~G@arrett, p. 26. Sources: ¥Virginia
Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), February 9, 1769, p. 3; Mary
Stephenson, Basset Hall House History, pp. 6~9. Sources:
Virginia Gazette (Purdie & Dixon), March 7, 1771, p. 37
Stephenson,; Brick House Tavern, pp. 13-1l4. Sources:
Virginia Gazette (Rind), January 7, 3.’?‘73. p. 3; (mréie &
Dixon}, March 17, 1774, p. 3.

153york County Orders, Wills, XIv (1709-1716), 42.
{M-1-~6)
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. .1787.  James Southall, son of Dasey and Edith Southall
of Charles ¢££y~taunﬁg, was born in 1726. A reference in
Gea:g§~washihg€on?a Ledger A for May 17, 1757 "By Supper
and Club at Scathalls 2/6, Expenses ditto 1/0" indicates
- that there was a. tavern oﬁerataﬂ by a Mr. Southall in or
_neak ﬁiiiiémﬁbqu by that-éate‘ James Barrett Southall
1wa$ operating a tavern iﬁWwilliamsbarg in 1763, but the

154 oometime before June, 1767, Southall

location is unknown.
was keeping wetharbuxn*szwﬁvernc'-sgath$11's,was-avpepular-
tavern frequented by ﬁhe‘loaai aeitizens and gentlemen of
the colony. ﬁeg:géfNQShingaon visited the tavern on
‘several Qﬂﬁasianﬁhanﬂ 88counts of Samuel Middleton and:
John Page show that a v&r#ety of drinks and services were
available at Southall'a., XIn March, 1??1155; Southall gave
notice that he had teken over the operation of the Raleigh

Tavern and on Decewmber 24, 1771, he purchased the tavern

154yilliam and Mary Quarterly, lst ser., XII (1903-1904),
29~30; Fitezpatrick, Colonial Traveller, pp. 109-173,

‘ 1558tephanson, Wetherburn's Pavern, pp. 28-32,
Scurces: Fitzpatrick, Colonial Traveller, passim.; James
Southall Accounts (1768~1776), Rurgdngton Library, photo-
stat Colonial Williamsburg kKesearch Archives; Cardline
County Appeals and Land Causes (1777-1807), p. 225222
Virginia Gazette (Rind), March 7, 1771, p. 3.
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from the executors of Anthony ﬁay«15a The Raleigh con=-
tinued as a popular location for auctions and meetings
during the 1770's and Southall became a leading citizenw~«
serving as a member of the Lodge of Masons and on various

committees during the Revelutioavlg?

Southall, who had a
daughter, Frances (born in 1770), and a son, James (born
in 1764), died before June, 1787. The marriage annocunce-
ment of Prances to William Daingerfideld i&gntifias her
as a "daughter of the late Colonel James Southall, of
Williamsburg.® James Southall, presumably the son of

Colonel James Southall, witnessed the marriage license.

It was probably this son who continued to own the Raleigh

Tavern and advertised it for rent several times during
158

the 1790°'s,

Anne Marot Sullivant, widow of tavern keeper Jean Marot,

156M¢williams. Raleigh Tavern, p. 1l4. Sources: York
County Deeds, VIIXI (1769-1777), 222,

157wyi11iamsburg Lodge of Masons,” William and Mary
Quarterly, lst ser., XxXv (1917), 156; Cal £ virgi

1587vlexr's Quarterly, VIIX (1927), 69; William and
Mary Quarterly, lst ser., I (1892-1893), 567 Virginia

gette an neral Advertiger (Davis), January 17, 1793;:
Septenber 20, 1797.
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married Timothy Sullivant in 1718. In 1720 she took over
the tavern which, first Jean Marot, and later Timothy
Sullivant, had kegt.lﬁg William Byrd occasionally stopped
at Mrs. Sullivant's to play cards or visit with friends,
and Robert Carter of Corotoman generally stayed with hex
when he was in Williamsburg between 1723 and 1727’1&6
She continued to cperate the tavern until 1738, when she
moved to the country. She died in Amelia County before
November 19, 1?42‘161

‘Bullivant, Timothy. Tavern keeper, 1718-1721.

Several months after Jean Marot®s death, Timothy Sullivant

married the widow, Anne Marot. On March 17, 1718, the
Sullivants filed a bond to administer Jean Marot's estate,
and on the same day Sullivant received a license to keep:
a tavern at his§§welling*(whera Marot's Ordinary has been

reconstructed). Since his wife, Anne, received licenses

iégeao&win, Marot's Ordinary, pp. 12~14. Sources:
York cbunty Orders and Wills, XV (1?16*1726). 220: XvVi

1503yra Diary, 1717-1721, passim.; Robert Carter of Co-
rotoman, Diacy, 1722, 1727, ¥niversity of Virginia Lihxary¢

{(M-113)

16lgoodwin, Marot's Ordinary, pp. 12-14. SQuieeaz
Virginia @azette (Parks), September 1, 1738, p. 4;
Anelia county Will Book X, p. 19,
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to cperate a tavern at her dwelling in 1721 and thereafter,
?imothy:SQlliéapt must have grefgfte& another occupation--
perhaps stonecutting since his inventory lists "ten
Chissells for gatﬁi§g_$tane;? Sullivant died without

leaving a will sometime before May 18, 1730, 182

Taylox, Jehn* Tavern kggggr. 1?%$~1746 Jehn Taylor,

aanaunce& in 5egtember. l?%&,qthat he carried Qﬂ_“?ﬁbliek

e

Business” in the house where Mrs. Sullivant had kept her
tg?grntiag In 1743 he identified himself as an ordinary
keeper on a moxrtgage, but probably moved from lot 25 be-
cause James shiglésvand his wife, Anne Marot Shields,

were aacupg;ag the property in May, 1745‘ In October of
that year sngas waie offered far’galgvat John raylgrfs.
By June §£:1?§6 Taylor's tavern was located on lot 44

(where the Red Lion has been reganﬁt:uctea}.164

162G00awin, Marot's Ordinary, pp. 12-14. Sources:
York County Orders, Wills, XV ({1716~1720), 220,217; XVI
(1720-1729}, 75 XVII (1729~1732), 67, 201.

153$aa&win, Marot's Ordinary, p. 15. Sources: Virginia
Gagette (Parks), September 1, 1738, p. 4r York County Deeds,
Vv (1741-1754), 130-133.

164$tevansau, Red Lion, p. 1ll. Sources: YorkiGounfiyzDeeds,
'V {1741-1754), 87; Virginia Gazette (Parks). October 24,
1745, p. 4; MS Lease to John Blair from dQirectors of the
city of williamsburg, June 2, 1746, miscellaneous manuscripts
Colontal Williamsburg Research Archives.
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Timberlake rented property frem~sasaﬁna'alien.whereihé
kept a tavern for less than a year. He received a tavern
license in June, 1714, but had died by October of that
yeax.lﬁs

Thomson, Daniel. Tavern keeper, 1719. Daniel Thomson

received a license to operate a tavern at his dwelling in

Williamsburg in 1719166

Trebell, William. Tavern keeper, 1761-1767. In 1755
William Trebell offered Barbados rum for sale "st the Shop

late Doctor Jameson's.” He was evidently keeping a tavern
in williamsburg by June, 1761, since George Washington
stopped tﬁeze.iﬁ? Trebell, who ;n:cbised the Raleigh on
May 2, 1763, either began operating the tavern on that day
or was keeping another tavern since Washington paid “"Club
at Trebell's" on May 2nd and 3rd. Washington continued to

frequent Trebell's through December, 1766. The Raleigh

16§Stevans¢n, Alexander Craig House, pp. 8-12.
Sourcess Ybrk County Orders, Wills, XIV (1709-1716), 35@, 260,
335. 376.

166¥ork County Orders, Wills, xv (171@m172$), 442.
(m¢1“7) ’

16;V1rgania Gazette (Hunter), October 3, 1?55. pﬁ 3*
Fitzpatrick, Colonial Traveller, passim.
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remained a yogular place for auctions and meetings while
Trebhell was itg{keepar‘ Oon January 1, 176?, ﬂilliam ?xéhell
5géi&’£hé'§ale§§$;ta Anthony ﬂaywlss ‘Prebell remained- in
ﬁﬁ;liamabuxg,ifraquent&y acting as executor of estates and
§ar§i&iyati§g=in'aetivities'of ahe;xeagaaaf Masons, By

‘March, 1?8&; he was living in James City County. His death

was anncunee&.on Octobexr 15, 1?89,169 -

; >

Vaughan, Ja 5.

There are many referenges to a James Vaughan who kept a
tavern in Richmond in the late 1760°'s and 1770's, but there
is some evidence that there was also a tavern keeper in
Williamsburg with the same name. In August, 1770, Henry
Morse of ﬁél&iﬁmiﬁﬁrg séttled his account covering

several days with James Vaughan for wine, lodging, meals
for himself and a man, and oats; however, Vaughan's address
does not appear on the account. The other reference to

James Vaughan, which may be for williamsburg, occurs in

168§cwilliama, Raleigh Tavern, pp. 7«9, Sources:
York County Deeds, VI {1?55w1?63), '506=507; VIL (1763~
1769), 216.. )

laﬁwailiamsﬁﬁrg Lodge of Masons, " "William and
Quarterly, &st ser,, I {1892), 28; Virginia Gazette
‘{Purdie & Dixon), May 16, 1771, p. 3; York County Deeds, "
Vi (1755-1763), 207 (M~1~13); Virginia Magazine of History
and Biggraahx.,xl {laﬁémlﬁﬁﬁ) 284,
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notes made by John Page of Rosewell in a 1774 almanac.
Page listed aceauats with othex Wiiliamﬁburg residents ana
inclada& a ¢harge of 10s. by'“vaaghan the Tavern Keeper. “lz}

Jane VYobe

was prababiy the wife of Thomas Vobe, for whom there are
several references in the 1740's. Mrs. Vobe may have
operated a tavern as early as 1752 when she né&ﬁ‘tiékets~

17} yn May, 1757, George

for a theater performance.
Washington paid “Expenses at Mrs. Vobes 13/9." and he
continued to patronize her tavern until 1774, By 1763,
when the anonymous French traveller stayed at “"mrs.
vaube's tavern, where all the best people resorted,*®

her tavern was on Waller Street cast of the Capitol. (where
Christianna Campbell's has been reconstructed). Not only

wag her tavern popular--burgesses, councillors, the.

governor, and local citizens frequented Mrs. Vobe'sww

zlrginia Gazette (Rind}, October 18, 1770, p. 2:
Account of Henry Morse with James Vaughan, Webb-Prentis
Papers (1757-1780)., (M-116)}; Notes of John Page in
Virgingg Almanae, 1774, ealania& wWilliamsbhurg Libraxy.

1?1Virginla Goazette {Pafka}, March 28, 1745, p. 4:
{Hunter)., April 17, 1752, p. 3:; Pitzpatrick, Colonial

Traveller, passim.
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but it was well-furnished.l’? ¢he reason she sold her
furniture and announced her intention t0 leave the colony
in 1771 is unknown, but by Pebruary, 1772, she had opened
the King's Arms Tavern opposite the Raleigh. Ner tavern
was one of two operating in Willianmsburg in 1783 but after

the Revolution the name was éhaﬁgaﬁ to the Eagle Tavern.

In 178% she a&?av#isad her tavern f£for rent or sale. She
173

died before June, 1788,

George Wells came to Virginia as an indentured shoemaker
in 1738. In 1751 he als¢o sold toys and prints as his house
near the Church. He aﬁféxad saveral rooms for public lodge

ing to gentlemen during Public Times. Wells died in 1753374

172steghenaan, Christianna Campbell's, p. 9-12.
Scurces: "A French Traveller in the Colonies, 1765,"
Paris, Service Hydrographique, photostat Colonial ﬂiliiama:;\\\\
burg Research Department; Vixginia Gazette (Purdie &
‘Dixon), July 25, 1771, pi 2; February &, 1772, p. 3.

1I3Stepheascn, King®s Arms Tavern, pp. 1«12. Sourcesi
Virginia Gazette (Purdie & Diwon)}, Pebruary 6, 1772, p. 3}
Williamsburg Personal Property Tax List, 1783, (M-1-~41):
Virginia Gazette and Weekly Advertiser (Nicolson), Novems
ber 10, 1785; Virginia Independent, and General Advertis
{(pavis), June, 1789..

1?42nﬁentaxeﬁ to Serve in Virginia. Corporation of
London Record Gffice, Virginia Colonial Records Project?

Virginia Gazette (Hunter), June 27, 1751, p. 33 ¥York
County wWills, xnventariaa, XX {1745~-1759), 310. (M-1~10)




marriage to Mary Bowcock in 1731 is the first mention of
Hﬁhxy‘ﬂéiherhura in Williamsburg. That year hevgae@ived
the—ﬁi#st éf many licepnses to operate a tavern at his
house., The location of Wetherburn's tavérg in the early
years is uncertain, but by November, 1742, he was keeping
the Raleigh. He was evicted in December, 1742, and probe’
ably then moved across the stréet to Ibta 20 and 21 (where
Wetherburn'e favern has been restored) which he had bought
in 1738, He was definitely operating a tavern on his own
lots by January, 1746/7. Wetherburn's reputation as a
tavern keeper was attested in a famous deed of 1736, when
William Randolph sold two hundred acres of Goochland County
land and sealed the bargain with "Wetherburn's biggest'
bowl of Arrack punch.® William Byrd ate most of his neals
at Wetherburn's im the early 1740%s, and George Washington
frequented the tavern. Through the years it was a center
for balls, private dinners, meetings, and auwetions. In
1751, ten days after Mys. Wetherburn died, Wetherburn

married Mrs. Apnn Marot Ingles Shields, widow of James
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Shields. Wetherburn céntinged to keep his tavern until

his death in 1760.173

ngy; i7313 auéiey Digges of York County nortgaged lots
266, é&? and 268 on Nicholson Streeti to Robert Wills.
' wi1i$ may have begun operating a tavern on the site. since-
he obtained an ordinary license in August, 1731. By 1733
Wills foreclosed the mbrtgage_anﬁ.éelﬁ‘thﬁ,pxayﬁréy to.

Thomas Nelson, a Yorktown merchant. = .

keepor, 1745.° William Wyatt, a talilox, advertised for-

175gtephenson, Wetherburn's Tavern, pp. 7-25..
Sourcess: York County Orders, Wills, XVII (1729-1732), 77,
184, 191, 208; XVIII (1732-1740), 29, 64, 272, 349, 407,
589; Deeds, Vv {(1729-1740)}, 30r VI {(1755-1763), 540-541;
Virginia Gazgtte (Parks), January 23, 1746, p. 37 Gooch-
iand County Deeds, II, 222; Byrd. Diary, 1739-1741, passims
"Diary of John Blair,® William and Mary Quartex;g, last
ser., I {(1892«1893), 151; York County Wills and Inventories,
X®X1 {1750-1771}, 23-25.

176mary Stephenson, Colonial Lots 266, 267, 268,
Pp. 5~7. Sourcest TYork County Wille, Inventories, XVIIX
{1732-1740), 499~500; XVIX (1729-1732), 214; Deeds and
Bonds, IV (1729-1740), 559-560.
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journeymen in the 1730°'s and in 1738 announced that
gentlemen could lodge at his house during Public Pimes.

In 1743 he received a license to keep a tavern in zafkﬁawnﬁ
He served as keeper of the public jail in Williamsburg
from 1745 until his death. In April, 1745, he informed
the public that he was operating the tavern {reconstructed

as the Red Lion) "lately kept by Mr. John Parker." By

September, 1745, he had moved out and Joseph Gilliam
had tsken the tavern. He died in 1752.%77

John., Tavern keeper, 1701-1705. John Young was

paid by the colony in 1701 for dieting two Indians and their
guards. He was granted an ordinary licenge in 1703 and
listed as a tavern keeper in the testimony regarding the
college fire in 1705. His testimony suggested that his

house was near the college. Young died in 1719.278

’7?gxrg&nia gazette {(Parks), October 15, 1736, p. 47
Oatober 6, 1738, p. 6 York County Orders, Wills, Invenw
taries, xxx {1740-1746}), 124 {(M~1-10); H. R. McIlwaine, ed.
ou use of Burgessess 1742-1747, 1748-1749
(aiehmanﬁ, LﬁO?}. p. 161, 304; 8tephenson, Red Lion, p. 53

azette (Parks). April 18, 1745, p. 4; H. R.
ﬂaxlwaina, ed. Journals of the House of Burgessess 1752~
2755, 1756-1758 “(Richmond, 1209), p. 10.

178y, x. Mcllwaine, ed. Journals of of the House of Bur-
gesgzess: 1695-1696, 1696~1697, 1698, 1699, l?ﬁﬁbl?ﬁQ i
(Riehmon&, 19l33 p. 283 York. caanty neada. Qxdaxa,‘wills,
XIX (1?62~17ﬂ§}, 79 {%~1=5): rai ! i
and Eimgxgg v, VI (1898-1899) , 2?63 York county ﬁrder#,
Wills, XV {(1716-1720), 543.




. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

Though ccl§nia1 t&§érnsnpéxfarmaﬁ imporcant functions
in each community and along tﬁa grinﬁipai travel raﬁteé,
l1ittle has been written about them. %hawtwafbadks—pde
lished early in this century, ﬁlﬁc& Morse Earle's gtagéw7

‘goach and Tavern Days , New York: Maemillan Company,

1900, and Elise L. Lathrop's Earlvfhmariean inns and

Taverns, New York: R. M. McBride & Co., 1926, are mainly
‘concerned with taverns in the northeast and middlie eclahieﬂ
during the lata'eighteenth gentuxy and the sarly nineteenth.
‘Then, too, thesé'h¢aks deal mcrefwitﬁ “qgaint”‘énéedétest
about individual taverns than with tavern life. This
thesis, by examiﬁing the services oife:eﬁ at eighteenthe-
century taverns in tidewater Virginia before the Revolution,
attempts to give the reador an iﬁea'éf the‘éanéitians the
traveler féuné”ﬁhere and of the gusinﬁss of the tavéx£'
. keeper.

Though several monographs have bheen written about
colonial taverns in the south,; none of these ceve;s?tavezn'

-

207
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services or taverns in Williamsburg. Carl Bridenbaugh,
in "violence and Virtue in Virginia, 1766; or, The Imporw

tance of the Trivial,* Massachus etts

Colonel John Chiswell's murder of Robert Routledge in a
piedmont tavern., Edward M. Riley, in "The Ordinaries of
7, 2nd ser., XXIX

(1943), 8-286, reported on the taverns of that port town.
A recent study by Alan D. Watson, "Ordinaries in Colonial

Bastern North Carolina,® N

XLy (1968), 67-83, provided a contrast to taverns in
tidewater Virginia.

The sources for a gtudy of tidewater tavexns are
scattered, No detailed eighteenth~century description of
a Virginia tavern has bheen located, but from tavern reguw
lations, ordinary rates, licenses and other court records,
newspaper advertisements, tavern accounts, diary entries,
and travelers' comments one can get some idea of tavern
life.

Issues of the Virg: published in wWilliams-

burg from 1736 to 1780 by Parks, Hunter, Royle, Purdie, and
Purdie and Dixon, Rind, Pinkney, Dixon and Hunter, Dixon

and Nicolson, and Clarkson and Davis provided the most use-
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ful source for data on tidewater taverns: advertisements
for the sale of taverns, notices for the opening and clos-
ing of taverns, and announcements of sales, meetings and
social events at taverns. Parks's Maryvland Gazette, pube
lished in Annapolis, and the Richmond papers, Davis's

56 :gécalsﬁn*s Virginia
er sometimes furhnlshed

additional data on individual tavern keepers.

Ordinary rates approved each year hy the county courts
and licenses ilssued annually to tavern keepers were re-
corded in the county records. Becaﬁae of the loss of the
Hustings Court records for Williamsburg and the records
of James City County, it was necessary to depend almost
entirely on the records of York County. 8Selected records
from Amelia, Caroline, Goochland, Lancaster, Middlesex,

¥

N8ffoik, spotsylvania, and Surry counties were consulted
to show contrasts to prices and services found in York
County and to locate information on individual tavern
keepers. Wills, inventories, deeds, bonds, and court
cases listed in the county records were helpful in com~
piling biographical data,

The role of the government in regulating taverns

was determined from laws found in William Waller Hening,
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Laws of Virginia, 13 vels., Richmonds Printed for the
Editor, 1810-1813. Other printed documents used included
Henry R. McIlwaine and Benjamin J. Hillman, eds., Bxecutive

5 vol.,

Richmond: Superintendent of Public Printing, 1925~1966;
Henry R. McIlwaine and John P. Kennedy, eds., Journals
8, 13 vols,, Richmond,

3 vols., Richmond,

1908-1909; William P. Palmer, et al., eds, Calendar of

Capitol at Richmond, 11 vol., Richmond: Superintendent of
Public Printing, 1875-1893, Another documentary souxce,
especially helpful for biographical information on
williamsburg tavern keepers, was Mary Francis Goodwin, ed.,

S‘ha Records of B Richmond: Dietsz

Press, 1941,

Excerpts of laws, items from the issues of the Virginia
Gazette and other newspapers, county records, letters, and
accounts, many of which have since been lost, have been

printed in issues of Virginia historical magaziness ZTylexr's.
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to date).

Daybooks, ledgers, notebooks, account books, and
individual accounts included in the collected papers of
Virginia planters, merchants, and craftsmen identified
tavern keepers, indicated prices charged for tavern
services, and recorded purchases by tavern keepers. The
virginia Gazette Day Books, 1750-~1752 and 1764-1766,
University of Virginia Library, are particularly valuable,
since few issues of the Virginia Gazrette for the periods
covered by the daybooks have survived. George Washington's
detailed Ledgers A and B, Library of Congreas, were
especially useful because he traviéled so extensively over
a long period and stopped at many taverns. Thomas Jeffer-
son's Notebook, 1769, University of Virginia Librarys the
John Mercer ledger, 1741-1750, Bucks County Historical
Sccietyy and the Robert Carter Account Book, 1759-1775,
Library of Congress, contain fewer references to taverns
than Washington's ledgers, but often refer to additional
tavern keepers,

Individual accounts with tavern keepers, suggesting
the variety of drinks, the facilities for amusements, and

the availability of private dinner and club activities
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included: Almanac Diary of John Page, Colonial Williams-
burg Research Library; Diary, 1722-1727, of Robert Carter,
University of Virginia Library; James Southall Accounts,
1768-~1776, Brock Collection, Huntington Library; Green-
briar Store (Sampson and George Mathews) Day Book, April 8,
1771-June 1773, Virginia State Librarys separate accounts
in the Jones Pamily Miscellaneous Manuscripts, l649-1889,
Library of Congress, and in the Webb~Prentis Papers, 1757~
1780, University of Virginia Library.

Items sold to tavern keepers were studied to determine
the variety and quality of produce and beverages served.
Purchases of this kind were found in: Account hooks of
Alexander Craig, 1749~1756 and 1761~1763, Galt Papers
{used with permission of the Director of Researxch),
Colenial williamsburg Research Archives; William Lightfoot
Account Book, 1742-1764, Colonial Williamsburg Research
Archives; account books of James Bray, Carter Burwell and
Nathaniel Burwell, Burwell Papers, Colonial Williamsburg
Research Archives: mccounts of Neil Jamieson with James
Southall in the. Jamieson Papers, Idbrary of aangrasﬁh

S8ingle manuscripts provided bits of information on
certain taverns and tavern keepers: Treasurer's Book,

| N
Botetourt Lodge of Masons, and the Minutes of the Williams~- '
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burg Lodge of Masons, owned by the Williamsbhurg lLodge of
Masons; Indentures to Serve in Virginia, Corporation of
London Office,.Virginia Records Project; and the John 8.
Charles Memoirs, e;:alonial Williamsburg Research Archives.
Letters, journals and diaries of eighteenth-century
travelers gave additional data on tavern services and

tavern keepers. The diaries of William Byrd--The Secret

ed. by Louis B. Wright

and Marion Tinling, Richmond: Dietz Press, 1949; The

ed, by Louis
B. Wright and Marion Tinling, New York: Oxford. University

Press, 1958y and Another Secre

Westover, 1739~1741, Richmond: Dietz Press, 1942«-contain
many details of Williamsburg taverns. Diary entries cover=-
ing nearly half a century show what taverns Byrd frequented,
the main dishes he ate, the games he played, and the
beverages he drank.

by John C. Fltgpatrick, 4 vols,, Boston: Houghton Mif£flin
Company, 1925, offer comparable coverage of the later
period., These diaries, when correlated with Ledgers A
and B, are especially helpful; they &re not only record
where Washington went and with whom he stayed, but what

he paid for tavern services. Fitzpatrick's edition,



214

George Washington, Colonial Traveller, Indianapoliss:
Bobbas-Merrill Company, 1927, which includes excerpts from

the diaries and ledgers, provides an excellent guide,
Though Washington's diary and ledger entries are brief,

the fact that he frequented many wWilliamsburg taverns makes
his writings helpful in determining when certain tavern
keepers were in business.

Other Virginia diaries that mentioned tavern keepers
included: The Almanac Diaries of Robert Wormeley Carter,
1764 and 1765, Clements Library, and 1774, American Anti-
quarian Scciety; the Robert Rose Diary, ca. 1747-~1750,
Colonial Williamsburg Research Archives; and the “"Diary of

John Blair, ™ Wi lst ser., VIIX

(1899), 1+17, provided details on certain tavern keepers.,
The Sournals and diaries of foreign travelers are an
especially useful source for tavern services, since
foreigners often commented on things which were different
from what they were used to at home. Many of these
travelers came fron England. Daniel Fisher, himself a
tavern keeper, provided many details of the business in
his journal. Other BEnglishmen include: John Bernarxd,

Retrospections of America, 1797-1811, ed. by Mrs. Bayle

Bernard, New Yorks: Harper and Brothers, 1887; Charlotte



215

Browne, "With Braddock 's Army: Mrs, Browne's Diary in

Years 1759 and 1760, Ithacat Cornell University Press,
1960; Richolas Cresswell,

12741777, New Yorks The Dial Press, 1924; Quebec to

#8an Marino: The Huntington Library, 1943; /Fdward Kimbexr7,

"Observations in Several Voyages and Travels in America,”

ly, lst ser., Xv (1907), 143~159,
215-224; J. F. D. Smyth, ”%xavals in virginia, in 1773,"
Yirginia Historical Rgg;sﬁg; vz(zass), 11«19, 77«90, 131~

147 and Harry Toulmin, 5 Wesat Ot ' 7931
Reports on Kentucky and Virginia, ed. by Marion Tinling

and Godfrey Davies, San Marino: The Huntington Library,
1948.

French, German, and Swiss travelazsté}ab left accounts
of their journeys: Anonymous, “Journal of a French Traveller

in the Colonies, 1765," American Historical Review, XXVI
{1921), 726~747, XXVIX {1922), 70-89; Jean Christophe
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Louils Frederic Xgnaces Baron von Closen, Revolution
Journal, 1780-1783, tr. and ed. by Evelyn M. Acomb,
Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press,
1958; Prancois Jean Marquis de Chastellux, Travels in Noxth
1781 and 1782, ed. by Howard C.

Rice, Jr., Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina
Press, 1961; "Report of the Journey of Prancis Louis
Michel from Berne, Switgerland, to Virginia, October 2,

1701-Decenber 1, 1702,°% \

Biography, XXIv (1916), 1-43, 113~141, 275-288; and

Johann David Schoepf,
1784, tr. and ed. by Alfred J. Morrison, 2 vols., Phila-
delphia: William J. Campbell, 1911.

Two travelers were from other colonies--Fithian, New

Dominion, ed, by Hunter D. Farish, 2nd ed. Williamsburg:

Colonial Williamsburg, 1957, and "The Journal of Ebenezer
Hazard in Virginia, 1777." Virginia Magazine of History
and Biography, LXIXI (1954), 400-423.

Journals of two Virginians were also used: Alexander
Macaulay, “"Journal, February 1783, " William and Mary
Quarterly, lst ser., XI (1902-1903), 183~191, and The

1746, New Market:s

Henkel, 1925,
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Accounts of two travelers who stopped at taverns but
who did not visit Virginia provide a contrast to Virginia

taverns: Michel Guillaume St. Jean de Crevecoeur, Journey

LR P

by Clarissa Spencer Bostelmann, Ann Arbor: The University

of Michigan Press, 1964, and Alexander Hamilton, Gentle~
man's Progress, The Itinerarium of Dr. Alexander Hamilton,
1744, ed. by Carl Bridenbaugh, Chapel Hill: The University
of North Carolina Press, 1948,

Several letters and collections of letters provided
details on Williamsburg taverns: Ann Craig to Thomas
Jefferson, March 20, 1809, Massachusetts Historical Society;
The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, ed. by Julian P. Boyd,

15 vols., Princetons Princeton University Press, 1950 to
datey Jamegﬁg¢binson to William Henderson, Aapxril 17, 1770,

ol PR

Latterba&k of Wwilliam Cuningham & Company, I, National
Library of Scotland; and John Norton & Sons, Merchants of
London and Virginia, ed. by Prances Norton Mason, Richmonds:
Dietz Press, 1937.
Material was also taken from eighteenth~century books

written about Virginia: Robert Beverley, The History and

esent te of Virginia, ed. by Louis B. Wright, Chapel
Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1947:; The

ed. by Louis B.
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Wright, Cambridge: Belknap Press, 1966; Natural History
of Virginia, ed. and tr. by Richmond Beatty and William
Mulloy, Richmond: Dietz Press, 1940; Hugh Jones, The
Present State of Virginia, ed. by Richard Morton, Chapel
Hill: The University of North Caral§na Press, 1956.

A bibliography and two indexasféxeatly aided in the
location of source material: Jane Carson's Travelers in
Tidewater Virginia, 1700-1800: A Bibliography, Charlottes-
ville: 'The University Press of Virginia, 1965, identified
eighteenth~century Virginia travelers and its index of
williamsburg facilitated the location of specific references.

e Virginia Gazette Ind 736-1780, ed. by Lester J.
Cappon and Stella-ODuff, 2 vols., Williamsburg: Institute of
Early American History and Culture, 1950, and the Virginia
Historical Index, compiled by Earl Gregg Swem, 2 vols.,
Roancke: Stone Printing and Manufacturing Company, 1934~
1936, made it possible to locate references to taverns and
tavern keepers in the extant issues of the Virginia
Gazette and in Virginia historical magazines.

I am indebted to the Research Department of Colonial
Williamsburg, Inc. for additional bhibliographical aids.
Information gathered from office files, house histories
and research reports~~both unpublished and published--

provided numerous references to Williamsburg taverns and

innkeepers.
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The following books in the Williamsburg Studies series
gave references to taverns and tavern keepers: Jane Qarson,

colonial Virginians at Play, Charlottesvilles The Univer~
sity Press of Virginia, 1965; Jane Carson, James Innes and

His Brothers of the F. H. C., Charlottesville: The Uni-

versity Press of Virginia, 1965; C. Clement Samford and
John M. Hemphill IX, Bookbinding in Colonial America,
Charlnézasvillez The University Press of Virginia, 1966;
and Thad W. Tate, The Negro in Ei enth-~Century Williamge
burg, Charlottesville: The University Press of Virginia,
1965.

Several unpublished reports were also useds Thomas
Bullock and Maurice Tonkin, “wigmaking 1n Colonial America®;
Mary Goodwin, "Billiard Houses, Rooms, and Tables® and
“The Coffee House in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries"; and Hugh Rankin, "Colonial Theatre,”

The most useful house histories were: Blaikley-Durfey
House; Hunter D. Farish, Waters-Coleman House; Mary Goodwin,

Marot's Ordinary; Mary Mcwiliiams, The Blue Bell and The

o

Raleigh Tavern: ané_the following house histories written
by Mary Stevansanc‘ Alexander Craig House, Ayscough House,
Bassett Ball, Brick House Tavern, Burdett's Ordinary,
Charlton House, Christianna Campbell's Tavern, Coke-

Garrett House, Colonial Lots 266, 267, 268, Custls Sguare
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The Pirst Theatre, Hay Cabinet Shop, James Anderson House,
John Crump House, King's Arms Tavern, Market Square Tavern,
Wetherburn's Tavern, Pitt-Dixon House, Prentis House,

and the Red Lion.
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