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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to present as complete
a8 picture as possible of what the ladies of colonial
Westmoreland County, Virginia, wore. It is based on the
Westmoreland County Records for the years 1700-1775,
especially the volumes of Records and Inventories and those
of Deeds and Wills,

The York County Records and the Norton Papers, both
of which were also researched for the first three quarters
of the eighteenth century, were chosen to provide
comparison and contrast, and in nearly all cases these
records confirmed the findings from the Westmoreland
County Recorda,

No previous work on this subject has used these
primary colonial sources so extensively, and it is
through these sources that concrete evidence as to
colonial women's clothing can, and has been obtained. It
is now possible to discuss details of dress and wardrobe
from gowns to accessories to fabrics, and to see the
fashion likes and dislikes of Tidewatey Virginia's
colonial ladies,



THE WEARING APPAREL OF THE WOMEN
OF WESTMORELAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA
1700-~1775



CHAPTER I
HECORDS AND RESEARCH

" The Young, the 0ld, the Homely, and the Fair,
To Mrs, Modely's Shop in Crowds repair, . . o
Flowers, Egrets, lappets, Ruffles, charm their Sight,
&nd each new Object adds to their Delight,
“In Short, each Purse of its Contents wes eas'd,
And both the Parties mutually were pleas'd. . .
(p.D. June by 17723 411)

 These lines, which appeared in the Virginia Gezette in

f???.'prnvids a contampur#éy‘s v§a§ of eighteenth-century

laaiew and thair xaahions. Precisoiy‘what did these iadias
wear? What typss of gawns, hats, handkerehiara, and cther
;garmants did they. prefer? This paper will seck to diseover
axactly what the wamen ef ealonial Tidewater Virginia in general,
and those of Wbstmaralan& cannty in pgrtieular, did wear.,

And although ﬂomen'é clathiag‘ia but a facet of thﬂ colonial
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hawever amall, enables us tc move one stap closer to our goal
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The main source on which previous works on women's

clothing in eighteenth-century Virginia have besn based



have been first, the costume books which discuss the

clothing worn in the elghtesnth century from a general,
‘fashion paiﬁt ef view, The wegknas'se:a of these boéka will be
d:iseuaaed 1n deta:il below. Second, the V:Lrg is Cazette hasg
bm used wmexy, and although it gives & view of what was
probably- avaliable to %ﬁ.lliamsburg Vv‘la.diea s this attribute does
not necessarily make it applicable to all of colonial Virginis.
Third, the references to clothing which can be traced

through Swem'a Andex haﬁe been uaad' by some, and fourth, the
&llus:i@ns t.o women 's: cl»thing wlm:h are eentamad in the

cli.m of Philip ﬁt.hian have baen frequently quoted. While
'oheae are all amellant piaces of xz‘xmt.erial ‘in thamaelvas, thﬁ;’!
do not provide a aufﬁ.cient basis for & uwmugh study of
women's celathing. It should be noted a.t this. time that while
t?xere are numerous diariaa and travelers' accounts :irc.m the
gs.ghteenth ga;ntm, -thagze contsin very little in!omtian on
women's clcthing.a“‘mia is becsuse the _majari.;y of these accounts
were written by busy men who paid 11%1@‘3%9::@&0:1 to what the
ladies wore, and by travelers,alsoc men, who noted the towns, the
p@litie;t}l pituation, and the economis eonditiéna, but not the
ladies' wearing e,pp?ére;}.. Other sources, such ap private orders
and letters, have been used, but these, the costume books, the
Virginis Gesette, Swem's Index, and Philip Fithien's diary, are

the main sources on which previous works have been based.



A far as 1 have been gble to discover, and as far as the
Colontal Williamsburg Research Department and the Colontal
_mum.méé Contunme bep&rmt: know, nene of the previous studies
of the gubject of women's clothing in aightmchwcenmry W.rginm
have been baged on caunt:y reco:ds, aven t:hcmgh chese would seem
to be the obvions scurce £rm trhisc:h to scek such inﬁdmtion, Thas
them ia a definita med for & $mdy demribing exautiy v&mh
co!aniax la&iet bcmght and mra, as it can be ﬁertved from primary
aalmu}. som'ces, particularly, in ti';e case oﬁ !:Ma thesis, from.
the recorda of Westmoreland. (:muty.

/Of course, the matn purpose of the Millinexy Reports was
not. ;o;-t,eli»&;!.m: Virginia 1@&5 wore., These reports discuas the
varicus miliiners who 1ived and worked in Villiamsburg, and by use
'of-‘ .(;he m;g Cazette thege veports give a good summary of vhat
vas offered in the Williamsburg millinery shops. A section on
ce&omlwmu’a clothing is’' inétx, ‘but thie and al‘l other information
an ladiea' clothing in these m Beports was cakan £rom
secondary sources--that is, from various books whs.ch d:mcuss
eiahmanth-vcem:uzy costuns. m genéral, ,These cmm -books study
‘both fashimx trends and dataﬂs of coatume, and sm, for example
Cecil and Phillis cu:mf.ng:on‘a g__;t,t_é_‘gg__ of ,!_’:95;__1___ g me in the

g_s_.,g _x_z; Century, sve very czmplete and auhalarly. However, to
form my cmxnntom as to. uhut Virginia ladies tmre, based on these

cpat!me,beokn, is to £all iﬁm ‘A_sn obvicus trap..
. ‘fhe first weakness of auah ‘books {is that -txeirly all of thew
are studies of outfits worn in gm during the period under



discussion. The umajority of those which do discuss American
colonial clothing concentrate on Nev England. This leaves s small
mber whi.eh dn mﬁm W.tstau 1;«1«* wwing spmml, im%udim
‘.vuzm ehem s;mm's Hewen's Life p_g_é wm: in the Swthe;;_n
Colonies mx mry Newton Stmré*a gg;gg;_; Virginig--Its Pecple
m m Whﬂa tm%:h of thesa axe vary go;ﬁ, mieher att:eumu

rta discme: mtly wlxat ea!onu}. Iadiaa wore by use af the ¢ounty

| raeorda. {er:e, of courae. has dm soma work oa thia mbjent,
) baaad on’ cwnty recer&e. for the Mventeenth een:ury.} ‘m semmd
| objee#:i.en to mr«mhaut of. eecondnry books on mm;’ dtesa is
t;hat :imse worka uauany x:efiece aniy the cop faahiaus of.‘ an ers,
not maﬁnxily wme wu wnm hy mat: of the icéies,. eithax: xn
| ) %em watk,s nn cam;m ’bre bémd on threa main mxcex of
:lnfomt:iam fﬂw ftrst xa ¢mtmp¢m:y ﬁemr&mim q:E eightaanth«
amwy clm:hiag* ‘rbese Apmy mﬁniy to the m&mbes of the upper
claw, asm espaciguy to Eﬂ&hmnwmascimn mmbau aﬁ zhia clau.
(Eortmits; cha senan& soume. ware mrgeliy :Iona nf the vaty welleto=do,
'md aimw only ﬂu benz: dteuas thasa hdies mcd. _ (‘i‘h& aaiy real
mepuon m th.ta u nagart:h’ﬁ etchmgs.) ‘Ebc t:hird mnin naume voed
) by thna mm&uy mm m costm i.a ehe ehi:hes which have been
| pt:aﬁarved thmugh t:he years. md !:hat: exi.st tmy.. ‘Ihete vem usually

'th« ﬁmaz dretau t.b,ese mnw had. ami gttm helmcé m mbﬂ,f.ty
or xoyutzygi '!hm: u to any, nhey vete apeetaz, c;mmrm dr&ama

 which were worn only occasionally, and carefully pu suay.

. A1 of those secondary scurces, then, give us & glimpse of

~



vhat fashionable ladies of the eighteenth century wore. However,
they do not necessarily tell-gven\what the wealthy of Virginia
owned, ;st alene what clothing the average colonial lady_peasessad.
Té'sae tﬁia, one has only to refer to the fashionlmagaﬁinea of
tcday—uggggg'f;r\exawpieg or even thé outfits included in smaller
magazmnes,suchQas_wqman's Day. Haavgé fbrbid that any reader two
hundred yeafé hence should eﬁudy some of_the fashion articles
printed in our perieéicalé;5and think that all European and American
ladies in 1965-66 wore . dreswea 1ike, those shown by Saint~-Laurent!
‘But this misunderstanding has undoubtedly occurred to a certain
T exﬁpnt betwqeﬁfng and the eighteenth century,
n So éll of £heaa~generél fashion:bébka,'whilﬁ“preéiaing good
‘,backgrouad on basic fashion tranda, do not give any aencreto help
win a search for what Virginia women wurasl This, then, is the place
‘where several aarlier»surveya, not ‘the millinery'report alone, have
"gcne astr&?. The equat&ng of v1rginie everyday faahian with English
'high fashion has lea. naturally‘enough, to a number ef’misconceptions.*
The cosﬁume dapartmﬂnt of Galonial ¥illiamsburg, on the pther
hand, 14 not engaged in-reeearah.wn:k. They sre pr;m@rily & business .
Aemrgme; buying all the fi@aed!éd_‘.magéria};g,-l and making all the
clothing. wofn by ﬁﬁe:hoaieéses5aﬁdiwbrkers iﬂ the restored area,
Seme research has been done by thia departmant, buz the only
county records that have been researahed are thosa of York, Thus
it ean be stated that the amnunt of work done on the subjeot of
¢lothing in eighteenth—century Virginia has bean small indeed, and

that very little qf it has been based on county records.,



The best available source of information on ladies’ clothing
1s undoubtedly the county records. Three major sections of these
records, while containing priceless data on colonisl life, do not
contain any information at all on clothing: these a¥e the deeds,
the parish records, and the court records. So one must turn to
the inéw_&cdﬂaa,‘ wills, and records of estates £or a glimpse of
colontal wearing apparel. .'

Yor this thesis the Westmoreland County Records were
thoroughly reseavched for the years 1700-1775, Most of the
mfm:ﬁatibﬁ on 'clothing was found :!.ﬁ:. the imgﬁarie‘a: of the period.
These inventories, espeéiéﬁy those made between 1700 and 1750,
are highly detailed. They were generally wade soon after a person's
death, and were stpposed to be a iiét of all peraanéiey. That 1g,

. they do not include houses, barns, land, and similar possessions.
Some of these écutéia_ literally every item in the house and around
-the grounds, even such items as broken pots, and in one case, &
sunken boat, Nevertheless, in regard to the listing of clothing,
several obstacles weie encountered. First, not all inventories,

by any means, contain lists of women's clothing. A greater mumber
do 1ist men's clothes, and a ,st.i},i ‘1,#3&1? group £nc1u¢§e scattered
articles of clothing in a long list of household goods. Yh‘i:
problem was presumably caused in 4 majority of cases by s simple,
natural actions=the deceased’s clothing had been divided up and taken
avay before the inventory was made. Second, the lists ave often
spotty of incomplete in '&aé@d to clothing, as though some items had
overlooked or ignored, Third, &nd a masjor problem so far as



information on women’s clothing is8 concerned, 48 the fact that
these inventories were made by men. This way geem obvious and
unimportsnt, but in regard to women's wearing apparcl, men can
rarely judge sccurately the type of garment, the material used, the
value of the garment, and even in some cases the color.

There is less information in the Westmoreland wills than in
the Westmoreland {nventories because comparatively few women made
wills and many who did simply le€t all their clothing to a certain
person without going into detail. Hoéwever, those wills that do go
into detail offer more information on the articles inmvolved than
do the inventories. JIn other words, since these were made by women
and the clothing was left to women, wore attention was pald to the
materials and to the colors, though the values of the garments were
usually ignored.

The reports dealing with estates iu the We&tmééiam‘ recorde
are itemized lists of all the things, including clothing, that the
deceased's family needed over a set period of time, usually while
the estate was still being sectled. Some of these lists were kept
by guaxdiang, of the articles bought for orphans. These often
extended on and off over paricdé of two to five years, and show
what the "infants" (minors under twenty-one) needed or wanted {n
the way of clothing, as well as the value of cach article.

Although the relation of wardrobe to economic status iz
difficult to determine and cen be done only in ten or fifteen specific
cases, there {8 enough information available in the Westworeland

County racords to provide a fairly complete view of what the women



of Westmoreland, a8 a whole, actually wore in the eighteenth century.

E@n though the main emphasis ia the research fell on the
Hestmoreland County Records, the records of another Tidewater county
vere needed to provide a basis for comparison and contrast. To
fulfill this need, the York nmnnty Records were researched for the
seme years (1700-1774) by using first the Colonial Willtamsburg
Regearch Départment index to these records, and then by checking all
" e:mriés éhich conmine‘d ’l éim;hmg or materials in *thé microfiln copies
of eha York Remx&a in the Virginia State Library. Although there
were cnm;aamtively fow inventories of wills coanaining ladies!
fmmng apparel, there were ae‘véxa; m’tch contained e:;’capti.mauy
;cmlaéé wardrobe 1ictings. A number of excellent 1iatiogs of
fabrics and materials were £ound in these records alsa, along with
- the value of these m&tert&i:» fmxaaa provided a concrete basis for
comparucn éf both prices and’ t.ypea ‘of fabrics useﬁ {n ﬂeam:&im
and York.' . o

The Norton Papers are & collection of business papers from
The Norton Company=-a merchant £ixm with bases of operation in
 London ‘and Virginia. I used the microfilm coples of these records
 from the Archives Department ag‘em;mmummg; “wo types
of ;mpars vere esmcf.auy usstul. 'ﬁaém were the ordérs from private
‘eitize:w and mrehants whn gent fm: & wide vas:iat:y of merchandise
through' che company, and’ txm Mll& of sale in which r;tm Norm
Company ik.salf bought .:l.:ems to ful£ill orders they themselves had
from colonial Sfim’iniéns; 'x’l;e oxders for clothing ixmli‘y 'donﬁﬁs.a

wore information on a given garment than would be found in the county



records. This 48 especially true of colors, and to a lesser
extent, of materials and fabrics. Approximate values were often
given, as the people ordering in Virginia frequently indicated the
price they were willing to pay for a given article., The gresatex
attention to particulars ?ann& in these records stems from the
fact that these éraata»wusa undoubtedly overseen by the female
membars of ghn f&mﬁliés,'who naturally’knaw more, and cared more,
about details of color, style, and fabrice than did their fathers
oxr husbands,

The orders from merchants for clothing and accesgories
1nﬁi¢a£c the variety of colors and values that would sell best in
colonial Virginia, as well as the types and styles of bomnets,
shueé, and atheftgatmenas which were the favorites of the ladies.
The Rbrinn receipts show the prz¢a$ éha§:ﬂom§ items cost in London
during this time, especially shoes, gloves, and stays.

The mi$¢§ilaneﬂﬁ$ private orders and papers were available
through the files of the Colonial Williamsburg Research Department.,
These were mainly orders (for e#ampia those of William Beverley),
and these were very similar to the orders in the Norton Papers.
Here agsin it was possible to find informstion on popular colors
and fabrics, for which we can probably thank the ladies of the variocus
familios.

The other main sources researched included the Virginis Gazette
and the periodicsls indexed by Swem's Index. The Virginia Gazette
tells us what was actually advertised in colonial Williamsburg, and

thus provides a basis for comparison with the findings from the records

10



11
of the two counties««for cxsumple there were articles advertised
which did not appesdy in the county recovds st all, dut which were
probably available in Williamaburg. Of the periodicals indexed
by Swem, The Virginis Magazine of History and Biography, the
Antiquary were especially useful. In these were preserved & variety
of ordevs, wills, and letters which would not have been otherwise
avaua;ﬁlg. These included some of Richard Corbin's orders, comments

~on Virginia women by t:mve'lets.' ‘ami private letters with comments
on clothing.

“The purpose of this thesis will be to present as complete a
‘;»icmre-.' 'ac. possible of what the ladies of colonial Westmoreland
County, Virginia, wore.  4As has been noted, pm\}i,ma wm_;ka on the
subject of women's clothing in colonial Virginia are prastigul!y
non-existent. The Millinery Reports relied too heavily o@mcmﬁ&ry
works for their information on costumes of the period, and the
Costume Department has done véry little research into the subject,
The books, or rather the chapters in bﬂ;ka*,« which discuss Virginia
women's wearing apparel in the eiglxtaen'izh century, ie«;k the solid
basis that the county records can give-~a source in which one can
" find both & sweeping crossesection of a};l‘onial ladies and their
wirdrobes, ami also the picture of a number of these wardrobes in
depth and detail.

This thesis, then, will seek to add. to existing information
on the subject of women's clothing in eighteenth-century Virginia by
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asttempting to £111 in at least some of the empty gpots on what
is almost a bare canvas-~to tell what Westmoreland ladies actuslly
bought and wore in the eighteenth century. This discussion will
also include, wherever poseiblie, the number or smount of each
article owned by Westmoreland ladies, what colors or types of
garments wara" popular, and in some cases, a comparison of Westmoreland
fashion trends (as fmmi in the county records) with the high-fashion
tendencies of the era in England.

Westmoreland ladies left just enough information in their
wills and inventories to whet ocur appetities for more. One wishes
that he could talk to an aighteenthwmﬁury Westmoreland lady, even
$f only for a few mixm:aa,ir £§§ 80 much ingamtiem on colors, styles,
fabrics, and other aspects of this subject has been lost forever
just because it was comuon knowledge in the eighteenth century
and no one thought to write it down. BNevertheless it is a subject
which is both delightful and intriguiog=-a subject which is indeed
rewarding=-for ae one works, these ladies who :f.iveé‘ over two
hundred yeavs ago dbecome increasingly veal, and surprisingly like
the women qﬁ today.



CHAPTER II
WOMEN'S WARDROBES AND THE
WESTMORELAND COUNTY RECORDS

Westmoreland, lying along the Potomac River in morthern
Tidewater Virginis, is a region of f£fields and forests, of
marshes and meadows. In the early years of the eighteenth
century it seems to have been a land of thriving independent
farmers, raisers of tobacco and other staple crops. It was only
as the century progressed that the gradual rise of several very
well-to-do families can be noted. The Lees, the Washingtouns,
the Ashtons; these and others, by 1750, held enormous tracts of
land wtthglﬁv«ea 1isted by the dozens. Yet, behind them there was
still the ranks of the smaller but prosperous farmers and it was
these who seem to have continued to be the backbone of the county.
Tobacco, judging from the county records, remsined the cash crop
st least through 1770, Corn and other staples were widely grown
for local consumption, and gome cotton and ._ﬁlax was ralsed for
local uge. Although far from the stores and merchants of the
colonial capital at Williamsburg, Westmoreland residents had vthexr
own access to England by the sea.

It can be assumed that Westmoreland women were ss interested
in being "fagihionablg“ a8 were any of the ladies of that age. The
orders that went to England, vhether they were for material or
or bonnets or laces, contained the vepeated fervent plea that the

13



article sent for be "fashionable.” But, though the Virginia and
Westmoreland ladies were undoubtedly fashioneconscious, they
probably did not slavishly copy London dress, but made additions
and omisaions on their own. A ghort survey of women's clothing in
the cighteenth century will provide both an introduction to the
general fashion trends of the era, and will also help the reader to
fdentify unfamiliar articles of clothing.

The basic outline and features of a lady's dress did not chamge
or vary much between 1700 and 1774. Gowns had very full skirts which
reached almost to the floor, but which actually had trains only late
in the period or for court wear. Occasionally hoops were worn to
make the askirts stand out. The skirts of some gowns were cut so
that the wearer's petticoat showed, and this can be called an "open
gown." With this type of gown, the petticoat was, of course, very
fancy and often matched the dress. The “closed gown" then, was
eractly what 1its name suggests-~ the skirt did not have an open
panel in front and the lady's petticoat did not show,

Bleeves were tight and stopped about at the elbow where they
were decovated with rows of ruffles, flounces, and laces, or with
decorative cuffs. low necklines were in vogue, either "V'eghaped
or square, end ranged from modest to extreme decollete, Tuckers and
modesty pieces, and large handkerchiefs were all used to decorate
or £ill £n the neckline, Bodices were sometimes open in front, and
this opening was then £illed with an ornamental panel called a
atomachef.

For outdoor wesr, the ladies relied on a variety of cloaks.
Mantles and capuchins, for example, were long snd full, and usually



had hoeds with them, while mantlets and manteels were shorter and
hoodless. Straw and beaver hats with low crowns and wide brims
were popular, as were silk and satin bonnets. Indoors small caps,
including pinners and mobe, were worn, and these were often
decorated with ribbons end laces. A colonisl lady's shoes were
heavy, with large heels and pointed toes. Clogs, a type of overshoe,
were gometimes worn to protect a lady'e footwear. This description
hes given only the general outline 6f what an eighteenth-century
lady wore. Details of dress and accessories will be diascussed within
the body of the paper.

It is in the inventories that the best view of women's
clothing is to be found. Inventories of the period are highly
detailed, and usually list the deccased’s posseastons down to the
1ast broken pot. However most inventories, naturally, d;&ﬂm&: {include
a wardrobe of women's clothing. A larger number did mention men's
clothing, and & atill greater number listed three or four miscellaneous
pléces of clothing, at random, in & long list of houschold goods,
Of the inventories that did have detailed entries of women's clothing,
several have been selected to show the various economic levels of
the county and the type and amount of clothing owmed by r@mseum:men
of each group. It should be noted that mo appreciable price variations
or fluctuations were found £or the ﬁs&ﬁo& 1700-1774. The slight
variations noted with specific articles of clothing will be discussed
in the next two chapters with the article concerned.

Of the inventories that indicated that the woman involved was
poor, or that she had very little in the way of worldly goods, none
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included a 1list of her clothes, Between this poor group and the

average group came several wemen's invantofias which included small
yot complete listings of clothing which seemed to constituts a
minimm wardrobe, However, these ladies possessed more than the
bare necessities in repard to household items., Perhaps this
1n&1¢ateé that these women either did not want ia have more than a
minimum wardrobe, or that the Bther goods had all been inherited
and the woman did not‘havshmonay ta spebd on elothing.:

Ann 3mith,"f0r;éxample, was a “one-bed-gal," but she had an
impressive list of household goeds. Her clothing, bhﬁugh, included
only a ﬁigimumz two gowns, one petticost, an old ri&ing;coat,'qg
apron, a pair of shoes and steckings, a hat, a hendkerchief, and a
parcel of elﬁ'liﬁen. The total of these articles was only one
pound eignteen shilliﬁgs two pence. | Frances Johnston also had &
long list of geods, but only a small wardrobe. 'This included two
gowns, three petticoats, four aprons, one pair jumps, one closk, three
bairé of stockings, and a parcel of head 1inanQ2

In the next group, that of ladies who were well-off but not
wealthy, the lists of clothing show both greater quentity and greater
variety. As a representative of this group, Frances Grace owned four
gowns and petti&oats: one fancy gown, ene of Virginia cloth, one of
stamped linen, and one of Shef(fielﬁ). With these she had & short
cloak, an apron, one silk and two linen handkerchiefs, worsted
stockings, and a fan. A parcel of shifts, aprons, and other linens,
plus & hat, and & parcel of headelothes rounded cout her wardrobe.3

Mrs, Flizsbeth stonehouse possessed a similar list of clothing.



Her main garments were two gowns, one of which was duroy, a quilted
silk petticoat and one of striped holland, and s mantle and hood.
Her smaller fems included an old check apron and four white aprons,
a pair of stays, four shifts, three double white handkerchiefs,
e!évm caps, a hat, and 8 fan. The rest of her clothing consisted
of two pairs of stockings, two pairs of shoes, a small parcel of
gloves, one pair of gold bobs, a jacket, and two old petticoats.?

As an example of the wardrobe of the wealthy, that of Mrs.
Charles Ashton can be considered. Mrs. Ashton owned seven gowns
including one of thread satin, one of silk stuff, and three of
calico. mvé of the seven gowns had their own petticoats, but she
owmed siz separate petticoats as well: one of silk, two of stamped
linen, one holland, and two fustian. Hexr list of aprons and linens
is tmpressive: one short muslin and two long muslin aprons, laced;
nipe shifes, two holland jumps, one fustian Jivp, onepair bodices,
and three stomachers., In the way of headwsar the 1list included
four black hoods, a laced hat, two old headcloths and a parcel of
head linen and ruffles. Her handkerchiefs, seven in number, were of
s8ilk and silk muslin, and her three pairs of gloves were of linen
while her mitts were of leather. Rounding out her wardrobe she had
two pairs of laced shoes, a satin mantle lined with calico, a
swanskin waistcoat, two girdles, two ,‘Eslzmt,,’w two masks, and an amber
secklace.?

This magnificent wardrobe is £ar abowe those of the middle

class women. Not only does it have & greater quantity of basic items,

it also contains a delightful array of nonessential pieces, Other
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clothing inventories for women of the upper class are similar,

These and many other inventories were divided into classes
on the basis of their total estates and of their house-hold goods,

It was only after studying them snd preparing to discuss them that
the total valve of each woman's wardme was sought. These fell
into well-defined categories, confimming the earlier economic
divisions. The clothing of the lower group ran in total from one
pound to three pounds: Ann Smith, & 2.18.2; Aon Hall, & 2.17.8;
Alice Crant, & 1.15.10; Mrs. James Olive, % 1.19.0.% Those of the
average class ranged from five pounds to seven pounds: for example
Frances Grace, & 6.2.0; Elizabeth Stonchouse, % 6.15.9; Mrs. Weaver,
£ 5.17.0; Katherine Bonam, % 5.8.6; and Elisabeth Uhitliff, b 7.3.6,
oﬁzy two complete wardrobe listings were available for the very
vealthy and the totals involved were amazingly cloge. Mrs. Charles
Ashton's clothes were worth & 34.3.2 and Mrs. Thomas Sorrell's were
valued at & 33.9.8%.% There was then a sharp, long break between
the value of the ‘ciuthing owned by the middle class women and that
owned by the very rich.

As noted, uot all women's inventories, by any means, listed
clothing. This was caunsed by a simple, natural action: "My mothers
ﬁe&r&ﬁg cloathes was not appraised being taken and divided among her
daughters at the time of her funerall. "I heg undoubtedly happened
again and again.

After the inventories, the next best source of informatfion on
clothing was the sccounts of eststes, and one accounting in particular.
This was of the Richard Watt's estate from 1749 to 1752. That is, it
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is a listing kept by Andrew Monroe of what was bought to support the

family after Richard Watt's death. This particular list 1s of
intereat because the entire account is concerned with Watt's two
daughters, Mary and Amne, and the clothing, materiasl, and other
items they bought during these years. It -g_mes & unique view of
what two wealthy ymng girls desired in the way of apparel.

They must have had & complete wardrobe prior to 1749, but
the amount purchased was surprisingly mrgs,' in the four-year
period under consideration, the girls bought four gowns, including
one of cherryderry, and paid one pound thirteen shillings eleven
pence for the making of at least five more. In the way of psetticoats,
one whale-bone petticoat, one silk quilted petticoat, two cene-hoop
petticoats, and a flowered underpetticoat were purcha#edh Besides
these, one pound twelve shillings three pence was paid for the
quilting of a coat, and fifteen shillinge for the making of two more.

Three cloaks were mentioned: one of best velvet, one scarlet,
and one plain., The two velvet bonnets iisted probably went with the
cloaks since no hoods were found. Four pairs of stays were enumerated
including one of superfine (linen) and one of tabby, and one hundred
and eighty-five pounds of tobacco were paid to nr. Robson for the
wmaking of stays.

The number of pairs of shoes they bought seems unusually highe-
at least thirty-two paiy, These were purchased largely in two groups,
one in the swmer of ‘1750, and one m.the summer of 1751, indicating
perhaps the arrival of an annual order from london or an annual visit

with the local shoemaker. Calf and calimanco were the favorite materials



with seven and nine pairs respectively, But shoes of silk, black
shammy, leather, and Spanish leather, as well as hiack lace shoes

and red heeled shoes were listed, Stockings were another big ftem,
for forty-eight pair were mentioned including two silk, five worsted,
seven thread, eighteen plaid, and one yarm. ‘fei:, when it is considered
thet these were acquired over a three-and-a-half~-year period, and
were divided bdetween two girls, the number does not seem so excessive,

Accesasories included glovas, hats, and handkerchiefs of cotton
and silk. Pifteen pairs of gloves were bought for Ann and Hm:y in
these years, including six pairs of kid, four pairs of half-handed,
one pair of wash gloves, and one pair of mitts. Besides the bonnets
already mentioned, their headgear consisted of four felt hats, one
nkzr' hat, and two suits of headclothes, Miscellanecus items purchased
wvere one mask, two fans, twe fvory combs, and two pairs of silk garters.
The girls also got eight necklaces, two rings, two pairs of buckles,
and several sets of stone buttoens.

Several hundred vards of materials were bought., The fabrics
ranged from linen to brocade, and from alopene to red calimance,
Ribbons and laces to go with the material and clothing were also listed,
including black ribbon, figured ribbon, silver and gold rxibbom, silk
lace, end lace valued at siz shillings s yaxd.

Almost every item was purchased in a mumber divisible by two,
£rugu gowns to rings, and if ove girl got a new bonnet, so did the
other. This, plue the use of the word "woman's" instead of "girl's"
indicates that the girls were ¢lose in age and probably in their teens.
All of the prices paid were approximately correct for the Ms involved
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as compared with the county records at large, but the total spent
between 1749 and 1752 on the two girls is astonishing: % 580.3,4.
The family and the estate muet have been extremely wéaithy. for.
the receipts more than covered these eapmes.w

4 third source of information, the county wills, was a
relatively minor one. Only occasionally did they give views of
the clothing owned. Almost all women's wills did mention clothing
but usually said that it was to go to one female relative or to be
‘divided among several without any elsboration., A few, however, were
more explicit, For example, Blizabeth Tucker left to her daughter
Martha Tucker a shift, an apron, & jump, and & musiin hendkerchief.
To her daughter Mary Woodward went a black gown and petticoat and
her best shift, Sarah Minor, snother dsughter, was to get & dblack
hood, while Recebba Tucker, the fourth daughter, received a dimity
watstcoat, 1m§£ petticoat, and a calico apron. Elizabeth, of course,
had more clothing than this, but thig ghows the garments that she
thought were her best, those vsluable emough to will specifically
to certain pervsons, n “

Considering all economic classes representated in the county
records, Westmoreland women seem to have dressed well, A tremendous
variety of goods was available; everything the ladies could desive
or afford. In general the women were interested in English clothing,
but, except for very specisl occasions, they seem to have preferred
simple drossea, ecspecially of cotton. A traveler passing through
nnghem Virginis during these years noted ;o£ the girls: "Their
Dress is neat and clean, and not much bordering on the ridiculous



Humour of their Mother Country, where the h&i;shi:ers scen dressed up
for a Market."12 l
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CHAPTER III

%o better nudemtam thqr gmthing Re»mmtuad women vore,

& a:udy of the various mjar art:iclw of cxm:hmg is masury.
‘&‘hia mtiw will discuss W, Mtuw&aes and umrgamentu.
and eiaalw ag they were found m the county records.

‘&'he i‘.mnt:ormﬁ of the first twenty years of the centuyry
shw the woman of average means a9 having ouly two or three gowns.
Mrs. Morries for example had two gowns, two petticoats, and enough
stuff to m a third gown, R Eatherine Bonam owned three gowns
including "a 8&21:3 gown and petticoat old." With theae she also
had three dimity vests and & waistcoat.? The highest mmber of
gowns sud petticoats noted in thesc years, five gm and seven
petticoats, belonged to Mary Baxter.3 Nearly all gowns Atsted in
i:m: geﬂnd were listed with pemztmmt. fhu could indicate that
the two srciaiea of clothing wers once & “ta

i&wz of the fadrics wplwe& m the making aﬁ these gowns
were of the hem, Lons*mwing variety, Serge, uwﬁ:‘:’, cmtnm.
and duxoy were all videly used in Westmoreland between mm and 1720,
It was natural for the pecple to choose these sturdy woolens, for
thegse waxe the materisls nnivarmﬂy wm by farmers and laborers
before the advent of cheap cottona. ?_ar their better gowns, the
1adies chose black damask, silk crepe, and crisp, 8 type of British
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linen. The value of the gowns found ranged from six pounds cne 5

shilling for a silk ensamﬁle to four shillings for a rat-eaten
gown. ' The average gown, however, seems to have been valued at
five to eight shillings.

It is in the period between 1%&0_and 1750 that the sconomic
divisions of the county begin to come into focus. Virginia
prcspéred with tobacco and trade as the empire grew in an era of
comparative peace, The inventory of a middle-class lady in these
years, such as Frances Grace or Mra, John Olive, lists four or five
gowns , 1ndicating'a definite rise over the earlier years in the
number of drasses-z£a woman of average means possessed. b Among
their gowns there was ususlly one "fancy" dress of satin, watered
tabby, or a similar material, These gowns usually had petticoats
to match and were valued between cne end five pounds. The most
popular material for everyday dresses was calico. These demonstrated
a wide value range from four pounds down to twelve shillings for a
gown and petticoat. This may indicate a differan«e in quality, or
in the age of the garments, or both. Other fabrics used for these
"ordinary” gowns were dimity, crepe, stuff, stamped linen, seersucker,
and Virginia cloth., A majority of these had petticoats with them,
an?éere valued between ten and sixteen shillings.

The best available minimum inventory for this time period is
that of Alice Qran?. She owned a sagathy gown and petticoat, a
black hat, and a pairief atocﬁings. 5 The inventory of Elizabeth
Whitliffs is similar. She had one gown, a satin petticoat, a hood,

a peir gloves, an apron, and a;pinner.é Each of these two then,



1ist only one gown., Admittedly these were the poorest, or at

least the lowest in content of the inventories, dut it ia {mpossible
to believe they posacssed miy' one gown. Two would seem a more
likely minimum. This listing of only ome, however, could stem

from two things: one, the division and taking away of the deceased’s
clothing before the inventory was made; or two, if these wowen were
really very poor, they might have indeed have had only two, but
ware buried in one of these, leaving on,iy; one to show in the list
of their goods and estate,

Among the véry rich st this time, the inventory of Mrs. Thomas
Sorrvell is eapocislly valuable. Mrs, Sorrell had several expensive
govms tncluding one of cotton satin lined with silk, one cut out of
India Persian, snd one of calimanco., She aiso owned a gown of stuff,
one of half silk, two of crepe, and two “double” gouns. Completing
her total of twelve gowns were one of linen and two of calico. Mra.
Sorrell aiaa had & calico riding gown valued at eight shillings and
one of satin worth eighteen shillings.” Riding gowns were scarce
in Westmoreland throughout the c:éumry, and were found exclusively
{n tho inventories of the very rich.

Taking the lasttwenty-some years of the time period, 1750 to
1773 or 1774, the average Westmoreland lady scems to have had only
three or four gowns. This {s a small but definite drop from the
previoua period, #nd reflecte the economic and soctial conditions in
the colony. The prosperity of the second quarter faded with the
coming of the French and Indian War. Rven though the areas of
conflict were far distant, Virginia and the Southern colonies, far

more than the other colonies, were affected by external affaivs



becauge of their heavy dependency on exports and credit. Things
never returned to "normal” after the war., The political situatiom
grew progressively more tense, and in its wake the economic and
trade situation declined. The rich of Westmoreland and colonisl
wramm contimed to order clothing from EFngland, even through
1773, but credit was not as readily available aa before, snd the
average independent farmer of Virginia would have been among the
first to feel the economic setback.? Westmoreland ladies turned to
Virginia cloth for most of their gowns though some were made of
silk and cotton or tartan. The majority of these gowns, for t.'he
first time, are not listed witﬁ petticoats, perhaps indicating the
increasing popularity of the closed gown. They were valued between
ten and twelve shillings each.

The use of separates, that is of & skirt and jacket or waistcoat,
should be mentiomed. The word "skirt" as we use it today was unknown
in colonial times. However they did wear oumtfits composed of a
Ywaistcoat and petticosat.” The women's waistcoats that were found
were made of dimity, swanskin, or frize, while the jackets were of
flannel, ticking, and ogzenbrig, Since nearly all of the inventories
included gowms, and so few included walstcosats or jackets, Westmoreland
women scem to heve preferred the ﬁamiem

Some picture of the gowns worn elsewhere in Virginis can ba
gained from the Virginia Gazette and from private papers of the peried.
Runaways are described as wearing or carvying with them a variety of
gowns., ; Sarah Wilimore carrfed with her a dark-colored camblet, &n

ash-colored camblet tied at the sleeves with blue ridbbon, and a purple



calico gown.10 Anminta took with her a dark ground calico, a

blue and white calice, and an old lightwcolored stuff gwn.?u

Mary, s welleto-do lady of Stafford County, ran off with one of the
servants. She took with her a striped silk stuff gown, & tartan,

and a striped holland gown.}2 Other types of gowns mentioned in

the Virginia Gazette included one of red, white, and yellow calimanco,
a chintz gown with red flowers, and an English stuff gown with white
silk gpots in it.

The Beverley papers include orders for a genteel suilt of
flowered silk clothesd “but neicher red nor blue because she Elizabeth
Beverley has those colours already,” and the meterial for a gown of
white calico, the pattern of which was to be worked here in blue sl 13
When one of the Nelson daughters got married, her inventory listed a
fashionable lustring sacque and coat, a rose white satin sacque and
coat, a lustring gown and several pieces of material that were
undoubtedly aefst:in_eti to become gowng, including one of purple and
white linen, one of dark brown cotton, one of fine corded dimity,
and one of colored cambric,l4

No. gowns were ordered through the Norton Company, but several
were gent to England to be dyed. Francis Leigh's wife, for example,
sent one of her gowns "to have Dyed of a Lemon Coulor." Merchants'
wives sometimes gselected material for gowns that were to be worn in
Virginia, Mrs,. Elizabeth Perry did this in 1737 for Mrs. Thomas
Jones of Williamsburg, and wrote:

I am very glad what I do for my friends in Virginia

pleases them, I have done my best endeavors that
Misses things should be what she likes, for a walking
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gown I have bought s Turkey Burdet for I thought a
Cery derry had 4 too mean a look and tho[ughl what I
have sent is something dearer it will answer it in
the wear. . . *
Much of the time, as hag been noted, the petticoats were listed
with the gowns, and were of a matching material. But, "coats" as
& separate inventory entry also occur, In the early years of the
century they were made mamly of atuff or calico, but by 1730 a
wide variety of fabrics were 'used: holland, silk, striped liven,
eustian and cotton. Thege ‘weime valued from ma to ten shillings.
Petticoats made of satin were more expensive than these and averaged
over three pounds each, although a silk coat 1ined with silk was
‘also valued at over three pounds. |
Later in the century quﬂteﬁ coats increaged in popularity,
. and included blue quiiae& mé lmﬂfw}i {1m} quﬂted coats. Plain
- petticoats, 1ike the gowns of the later pgricaé, were made of cotton
or Virginia cloth: The Norton Papers show that other materials were
used for petticosts during theaa yeatsﬁ; Coats of black calimanco,
red sarcenet, and black durant were ordered as well as ones of green
_peeling satin and pink .end blue gemﬁma Meyckv;a;:;:ffq md black
Bussel quilts were also regaegteéfa‘ |
Patticoats mentioned in the private orders included ones of
. gornet and white colored silk to go with a gown, one of quilted
black Persian with pearl collering, a blue satin coat, and a scerlet
cloth pynderpetticoat ,15 | | _
Petticoat material was also #vaiiabta in vegmmland‘ for two
shillings two pence & .ysrd, and the making up of two petticoats cost

the Barnes estate ten pounds of tobacco in 1738.17 Most coats must
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have been made from the yards and yards of linen that ceame to the
colony, for the word "linen"™ is used throughout the iaventories and
wills to stand for ail of & women's undergamments. |

Perticoats then, as 'm.», were upually worked a:wna&hma.bqttqm,
or edged with special bindiug,, ferreting, or 1&;‘,&.1 - The zéw "worked"
~ iﬁawmaa that the owned has finished f;tm‘ bottom of the petticoat by
hand by adding some type of handmade edging, for example crochet
vork, or hed decorsted the patticoat with eubroidery. The great
majority of the ladies must heve made their own undexrwear st home,
including petticoats, and decorated them themselves. Ifmmc in
colontial Virginia could have afforded to send for undergarments to
be meade and finished in England,’ gurely the Byxds could have, But
the letter quoted below sndicates that the family was used to making
and vorking their own. If this was true of the Byrds, it would seem
1ikely that this was also true of the well~to-do families of
Westmorsland, The woman being discussed is Mrs. Taylor Byrd's
davghter-in-law. :

+ « « I hear She has writ one an invoice which ordars her

underclothes to be made and Ruffled in England. I

cant but think, She had better make them herself.

it would be some éemployment for her, I aw sure it

ig e:h:“ @:ﬂ:ﬂeagz:vmgmhfm&u the world to have
T

Stays wers worn throughout the century. In the early years
they were called "boddies” or'bodices.” Many stays are 1isted in
the Westmoreland records but the material of which they were made
15 not mentioned. Stays were ordered for Virgioia ladies through the
Norton Company, and these ware of ticking, tabby, tabby lined with
';ﬂ"m. linen, and twilled linen. There were also turned stays,



packthread stays, and boue stays. Whalebone seems to 'ha_ve been
the usual stiffening agent and occasionally whalebone itself was
ordered for atays that were o be made here. In Westmoreland the
average value clinbed slowly during the mxmmﬁr from approximately
five éhiz‘lmga 8 pair to eleven, and even in some cases to twenty
by the 1770's. The most expensive stays found were a pair ordered
from Williamsburg for Misa Sally Vaulx in 1756, These cost two
pounds, seventeen shillings and six pence.l?

In the Norton Fapers the price ranged im direct proportion to
the size ordered. Girls' stays were four to ten shillings while
women's were just over one pound. Very large stays were one pound
sixteen shillings. One honest woman ordered "2 pair Stays I dont
mind the fashion if they are made easy and full in the Stomick,"20

Shifts are included in the lidts of women's clothing for all
but the f£irst twenty years of the century. These garments were of
liven, A new one was valued at teo shillinge m! an old one at
nine yenéa. A shift was a sz:r&iws;h&'samnt. not unlike our modern
slips.2l Jumps were found only in the inventories of the second
quarter of the century. These were a kind of under<bodice worn in
place of stays. PFustian gn&'hatm;t were used to make these garments,

A 1ist in the Horatio Gates fp@ew gives the contents of 8.
trunk which probably belonged to Mra. Gates, and which in any case
contained a very wealthy lady's nn&étgﬁmﬁ, ‘There were seven
nightgowns mentioned including one of black oilk, one of green-striped
silk, one of white satin, and ome of printed linen. Her petticoats
were of a variety of materials, and among them were two of dimity,

n



five Marselles white quilted, one of red and vhite satin, and two
itnen. Mrs. Gates also had eleven holland shifes, “some new,
gome worn,"22

These undergarments wera worn in the following order:
shife, stays, underpetticoat, snd then overpetticoat if it was
needed. 7The question invarisbly arises as to what the ladies wore
under their shifts. Unfortunately litcle evidence i¢ available on
this gubject., Older women did wear a type of britches, but the rest?
Well, what other ladies wore, if anything, was just not discusged or
mentioned, cither out of eighteenth century modesty or to intrigue
twentieth century scholars.

The subject of hoops has been deliberstely left until last in
this section on underclothing. Petticoats were often stiffened to
make the dresses stand out. This {8 clear from general discussions
of the costumes of the tiwes. These studies aslso discuss at length
the various types of hoops popular in the eighteenth century: the
bell hoop, the fan hoop, and the cblong hoop.?3 Howaver, only three
hoops were found in the Westmoreland records, and these belonged co
the Watte sisters discussed earlier. Thess were a whalebone hoop
petticoat, s hoop petticoat, and & cane hoop. The first cost one
pound eight shillings, #nd the lsat two about eleven shillings esch,24
No other hoops of any type were mentioned in the county records.

There were not even hint# of them. Only four other hoops or hoop-
‘patticoats were found in all of the other records and papers congulted
and all of these were included in orders sent to Bngland by the very
wealthy. But, 4£f Virgiania followed English fashion, hoops should have
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been manerous, It 1is posaible that hoops were not discunsed or
1isted simply because they were so commonplace and everyday that
it was not coneidered necessdry to 14t them. But if this applied
to hoops, why didn’t {t apply to shifts, or jumps, or other
articles of clothing? Ocmstmliy, as has been noted, hoops
were part of the petticoat, ami such garments were listed specifically
as “hoop-petticoats,” but such veferemces were rare, Perhaps hoops
were not widely used in eighteenthscentury Virginia: This solution
ie definitely probably £rom the evidence at hand. Perhaps hoops
vere worn by tho highest sccial circles gnd by the very vich on
apacial occasions, but the average woman of the time does not seem
to have owned or worn either hoops or hoop~petticoats.

The last major article of women's clothing to be considered
is the cloak, and the word “ecloak" is used here to represent all
garments of this type. Surely every woman neceded some kind of outer
wrap £or Virginia's winters, but surprisingly few cloaks vere wentioned
in the recovds, a total of only ninetaen. Thege included s scarlet
closk trimmed with gold lace and valued at five pounds, a scarlet
mantellet at one pound, a scarlet msntel iined with calico, and a
scarlet cloak worth ten shillings, six pesce.? The clothing bought
for the Watts sisters included three cloaks: one of the best wvelvet,
one plain, and one scariet.28 The few other places that cloaks were
noted there was only the laconic entxy "one cleak." It is probable
that cloaks were valuable and in high demand and that most ware
either given away or taken sway before the inventory was made,

In sharp contrast to this scarcity of cleoaks in the Westwmorceland



County Records, dozens of cloaks weve ordered through the Noxtonm
Company. . Fhe cloak itself was ordered more than 4{ts cousins,
acaasmmiy with 4 hood or bomnet, but mostly alone, GColonial
buyers differentidtad very carefully between scarlet, & very bright
red; crimson, a deep vred; and red itself, which had a wide range
of shades. Grouping these colors together, far more “red" cloaks
were ordered than any other coler; for example, one ¢loak of
scarlet duffil trimmed with snail at twelve shilling six pence,
and two crimson closks with snail at eighteen shillings.?7 Mrs,
Beverley sent her scarlet closk to London-*"My wife has also sent
her old scarlet omba.cloak which she desires you'l get new vamped
up in such a mammer as you shall thiuk fit not being at much
.ax;xenae.”%

Blue satin cloaks, ranging in cost from twenty-two shillings
to thirty shiﬁ;mga, were next in the popularity scale, followed by
those in some ghade of white; for example, one fashionable white
satin cloak lined and laced very £ipme with a neat white satin bounet,
or a peariwcoloved cloak at twenty~two shillings. Black closks wers
ovdored plain and flowered, and one very finme purple cloth cloak was
requested 29

The most popular trimmings were lace and snail, but one dove-
colored cloak and hood were to be trimmed with nankeens. Occasionally
cloaks were lined, as in "a black Sat.ée’x’x ¢loak and Bonnet for my wife
the cloak to be inter lined with Flamneli."30.

Capuchins, c¢loaks with hoods attached, were also ordered,

Black was the favorite color for these garments, and silk and satin



the favorite materials. These cost between one pound and two pounds.
Cardinals wexre shorter cloaks, Qmally hooded, thmauy all of
these were red or scarlet, but by the eighteenth century othér colors
were available. Cardinals were made of cloth or satin, and cost
about as much &8s a cloak. The finest cardinal ordered was " 1 black
Satin Cardinal and bounett with Ermine avound the cardinal,"31

Philltp Fithian, & tutor in Westwmoreland county for c?ge years
1773 and 1774, was too much in love with his beloved Laura ‘t:c notice
much about what the ladies wore, but he did make a few comments on
gowns and cloaks. When discussing a party in Jamuary of 1774, he
wrote that "The ledies were Dressed Gay, and splendid, and when
dancing, their S{lks and Brocades rustled and trailed behind them!"32
Lster on a sumer day of the same year, Fithian ﬂegcri’b‘es three of
the young girle and their dresses. Miss Washington had on & chintz
gown with a light blue stamp, and a sky-blue quilt, Miss Hale wore
a white holland gown and & very fine diaper quilt, and Betey lee had
a shell eaiiéq gown, Still later in thet sawe year he mentions Miss
Ritchie in a blue silk dress and Miss Betey of Richmond in one of
lighe chintz,33

Fithian states that almost every Westmoreland lady wore a red
cloak, thercby proving that the women did indeed have cloaks despite
the scarcity of this garment in the inventories. With the ¢loaks the
ladies liked to wear a white handkerchief of cotton or silk “to muffle

up their heads, and Necks leaving only a narrow passage for the Eyes."34

The ladies of Westmoreland and their ¢clothing help {llustrate

the wearing apparel of women in various economic classes all over
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colonial Virginia. The poorer ladies would have worn gowns of
long-wearing material, probﬁbly'hnmgmade or Virginis made., These
garments would have been dyed dark brown with walnuts, or grey with
maple bark, or, if thq§ could afford it, deep blue with indigo.

The middle~class woman would have had brown or grey gowns of
Virginia cloth for everyday, or perhaps ones of dark prints or checks
that head haen'impog%e&. Her one or two Sunday dresses would have
been of some sort of silk or satin, and probably were in blue for
this wap & favorite color of colonial women. The very rich lady
would have used Virginia cloth only for the servant's eor children's
clothes., Her working dresses would have been of dark cotton or
calico, or perhaps of light high-grade wool. Her several dress-up
gowns would have been of silk and satin with metching quilted
petticoats,

A1l of these ladies would have owned linen underwear, and
many grababiy had flannel under-petticoats for cold winter days.
Whatever their gown or cutfit, their outer wrap was s flowing cloak,
usually in“?gd, but occasionally in blue, or white. Westmoreland
women must have been colorful and graceful as they went about

their dsily life in colonial Virginias,
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ACCESSORIES

The smaller, but none the less significant, articles which
these ladies had in their wardrobees are also important to a study of
what Westmoreland women wore. These items, to be discussed below,
finclude shoes and stockings, gloves, handkerchiefs, headgear, and
other miscellaneous accessories.

The listing of shoes in the inventories of the eighteenth
century is very erratic. A majority of the inventories, even those
which were fairly complete with regard to the rest of a woman's
clothing, simply ignored her footwear. Judging from the information
available, the lady of average means in Westmoreland had only two or
three pairs.of shoes. Perhaps she had others and they were not
tncluded. “Or perhaps she did not see the need of having more than
two or three pairs at one time, even though shoes were fairly
inexpensive at about three shillings a pair. The poorer woman's
total of only one or two pairs of shoes seems about right:
proportionally. Even the {nventories of the very rich of
Westmoreland list only four or five pairs. It would seem, then,
that the habit of having a half dozen pairs of shoes in the closet
at one time is a modern trait--an ides that was not even considered

in colonial Westmorelaad.
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Despite this noted ervatic listing of footwear, it is
neverthaless easy to discern that the ladies had a very definite
favorite when it came to shoes. This was the calimenco shoe--that
is, one covered with a glazed linen fabric which had a pattern on
one side. These shoas came in all sizes, including children's, and
were popular in what was probably two different styles: plain shoes,
and pumps. Also, these shoes were available with French heels, cork
heels, and full heels. Around 1735, a pair of calimanco shoes was
valued at approximately three shillings, but in 1770 the average
pair was appraised at ten shillings. If this does reflect a true
rise in price, calimancoes were the only shoes to do so. These
shoes came in a wide variety of c¢olors including green, pink, and
blue, but Westmoreland ladies preferred black or white.

Calimancoes were also the favorites of the Virginia ladies who
ordered through the Norton Company. The price noted here ranged from
three shillings to six shillings for the years 1768 to 1773, and
again the preforred colors were black and white. How to order the
correct size was & problem, and several solutions were attempted,
The private orders are the most carefiu‘l and exact; for example
Robert C. Nicholas ordered shoes "to be made by Gresham exactly to
the messure A. Nicholas "‘i ‘Some private citizens ordered by size,
for John Clayton requested pun;ps in YSize 7."2 The merchants could
not send measures or exact sizes, and so resorted to other stratagems.
Hart and Marshall in 1770 wanted all their women's shoes to be from

3
"9% to 9 3/4 Inches long."  John Mathews was not even this precise.
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He ordered "6 pair black calimanco Shoes little above the middle
aize."a

Calimanco shoes outaumbered leather shoes in the country
records by almost two to ome. However, for everyday use, it would
seem that calimanco shoes would be extremely unsatisfactory. And
this would especially be true fqr.araas such as Westmoreland County,
as opposed, for example, to tys Yeity" of williamabugg‘ Leather
shoes must have been far more durable, and more easily obtained. The
ratio of calimanco to leather shoes noted in the inveantories probably
does not give a true picture of the sitvation. Calimanco shoes were
almost certainly &mportg#. and the majority of leather shoes probably
were not. This slone would cause calimanco shoes to be valued more
highly, and would aceaunt'éor the careful listing of calimancoes in
the inventories while leather shoes were more often ignored or simply
listed as "a pair shoes.” A more likely ratio, all things considered,
would have been two pairs of leather to one pailr of calimanco.

A variety of leather shoes were available, and Spanish leather
was the favorite of Westmoreland. These shoes ranged in value from
three ahiliings to seven shillings eix pence per pair, and were
usually boun&. Calfskin shoes in the county records occur only in
the Watts inventory. However, it would seem logical that most of the
shoes that were simply labeled "leather" were of calfskin. Yet, one
of the Norton ovders éeems to differentiate very eaggfully between
these two types--'"18 pair wo(man's|calf 6 pair wo[man's| leather
pumys.“s Other types of leather shoes mentioned in the Westmoreland

County Records include shammy (chamois), kid, and Morocco., Black,
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white, red; and brown were the usual colors mentioned with leather
shoes.b

Silken and satin shocs were éxpensive &s compared with
calimanco and leather, and not many were listed in the Westmoreland
records. The aversage price for those found was about fourteen
shillings per pair for those lsbeled silk, and four shillings six
pence for those labeled thread satin or striped satin. Shoes made of
these materials wust have been anything but durable, and were
probably used almost solely for dancing shoes. The Norton Papers do
not mention silk shoes, but many patrs of scatin shoes were ordered.
These shoes and pumps were usually requested in white, blue, or
black, but occasionally they were ordered in green or purple.

In the private ovders and inventories, several other colors and
types of satin shoes appear including one pair of pink satin, one
pair of white satin embroidered, and one pair of blue satin shoes
"full trimmed," with blue silk stockings to match them (value
t 2.8.0).7 Other dress-up shoes found in private orders included
Beverley's order for "6 pair of Flowered stuff Damask shoes not
laced" for his daughters Elizabeth and Ursuls, and "1 patir S$ilk Shoes
for each."8

Everlasting shoes were those made of a warp-ribbed woolen.
Only three paivs of this material were found in the Westmoreland
records., The Norton Papers include orders for almost three dozen
pairs, but they were always ordered in lesser quantities than the
popular calimanco. The two kinds were approximately equal in price,

averaging between four and six shillings per pair, and must have been



approximately equal in quality. The only obvicus answer is that
thers were fashion trends snd fads then, just as there are now, and
that the ladies of Westmoreland and of Virginia siuply preferved
calimanco shoes. In both the Norton Papers and the Westmoreland
County Records the oanly color noted for ever-lasting shoes and pumps
was black.

Cloge and patterns were evidently widely used in England at
this time, dut were largely ignored in Westmoreland. Oaly four pairs
of clogs were listed and these were valued at three shillings per
pair.?

Shoemakers, it would seem, were scattered throughout coloniasl
Virginia. 1In fact, a majority of the shoes worn in Westmoreland must
have been made heve in the colony., At least thres shoemakers were
noted in the Westmoreland County Records, Thess were James Taylor
in 1723, John Rochester in 1755, and Peter Rust in 1762.10 A pumber
of records of estates include the notation “Cash for shoemsking for

w1l calfskin and other leathers were also imported for

one year.
shoes that were to be made in Virginia, By 1768 s wide variety of
shoes were available, for Robert Gilbert had a shop in Williamsburg
in which he offered for ladies: "leather, stuff, silk, and braided
shoes and pumps, slippers, cork soles, gelloches, and clogs."}2 By
1775 a shoe factory had been established in Petersburg to supply
Virginia's needs. Their advertisement in the Virginis Gasatte
offered "a manufactory of Men's boots and Shoes also women's leather,
cloth, calimanco, silk and satin Shoes all of which are made after

the newest fashion, and equal in goodness and workmanship to any



imported from London, muny of the hands having worked with
Didsbury and other capital tradesmen in that branch.t!3

The liating of stoeckings in the inventories and records was
alse raﬁger erretic, for a mejority did not inaluﬁa’any«atnaxiﬂga~
of any kind. From the informotion that ie available, howwm?;
sameiganaral cenciuaions can bendrawn, In the “estmoreland County
Racqigéifcr tha peried 1725-&3,‘the o favqritﬁ*kihdakaf‘atsgkinga
wnr% thread and worsted. Thread stockings (probably é?°;;f€3£“*
tgé;a&}hgars used wainly during the summer ﬁ&ntha, and the average
vé;na of éhis type was three shillings. Scme threed stockings were
clocked; that is they had an embroidered or woven ornament on each
side of the stocking, extending from the ankle upward for three to
five inches. Clocking was usually done in a contrasting color,
for example black closks on white stockinga, and could be of almoat
any snall ‘design from triangles to flowers., Stockings of any
kind in the Westmoreland records which were clocked were more
expensive, and clocked thresd etockings were valued at s much as
six ohillings a pair.

The woreted hose were used during the winter, and in fact,
rmore than one palr were sometimes worn at once. These worsted hose
showed a wider #aine range than did the thread, going from one
shilling to one shilling four pence for the cheapest, toc three or
five shillings per pair for the clocked or fine worsted. The
average value, though, was one shilling six pence tc three shillings,

Yarn stockings resnked third in popularity in colonisl

Westioreland. These were v&&ﬁa& between aix pence for an old pair,
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and two shillings six pence for & new pair. About tem pair of “nit"
stockings were also noted, and the vecords of the estate of Henry
Ashton contain the reference "3 pair Stockings niting for Betty
Aghton &4/ ulé

Other types of stockings included washed, cotton, and Virginia.
In fact, there are many references to Virginia stockings, but we do
not know whether these were thread,; worsted, yarn, or cotton.
Virginia-uade stockings are particularly found in the records of
estates such as the reference in the Barnes Fstate where the making
of eight pairs of "Virginta" stockings in 1738 cost twenty pounds of
t:abac:t::«a».15 The Walker inventory in the York County Records listed
English stockings and Virginia stockings side by side and valued them
exactly the sames-three shilliusa 1 pait;lﬁ

The scarcity of stockings in the Westmoreland inventories and
records grows progressively greater ss the years go by. Judging by
the few which are listed, yarn, knit, and thread stockings continued
to be the most popular kinds, and values vemein about the same. In
econtrast to this dearth of stockinge in the rvegular inventories, the
records of the Wattes Estate (1749-52) list thirty-three pair of
stockings dought or made for the two girls, Anane and Mary, during
those four years, These represented a wide range of types and prices.
Seven pairs of thread were included at four shillings six pence to
eight shillings per pair, and the worsted stockings bought for the
girls ranged from sbout five shillings per pair, to eight shillings
for “best worsted." Sixteen pairs of yipid were purchased. These

were probably used for everydsy wear and were the cheapest kind,
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costing only one shilling six pence for & pair. 7Two pairs of silk
were included in this listing st sixteen shillings a wimn These
plus one lone pair in an early inventory were the only silk stockings
mentioned in the Westmoreland records. While such factors as
location and livelihood wmay have caused this, the obvious answer is
that silk stockings were just too expensive for most of the people of
Westmoreland.
The York inventories show the same two favorites as
Westmoreland, thread and woveted. In the York records in general,
just as in the Westuworeland records, silk hose were very scarce. The
-only exception here was the Ives inventory where six pair of women's
18

fine eilk hose worth ten shillings each were liated.
The Norton Papers reflect much the same picture as do the
county records. Thread stockinge were ordered more than all other
kinds combined. The average price quoted for these was between one
shilling four pence and two shillings per pair, though some called
"3 thresd" stockings cost four shillings. The only color nentioned
with these was white. Some orders mquaste& thread with clocks, and
these, unlike those in the Westmoreland regqras. were valuad
approximately the same as those without clocks. Worsted was the next
most popular kind, and again the only color mentioned is white. The
only contrast between the Norton Papers and the county records comes
in the area of silk stockings, A fairly large number were ordered,
eighteen pair in private orders, and five dozen for merchants., These
were to be white, white ribbed, white with "clox," clouded with
"elox," white with flowered “clox," and dark-colored ribbed and plain



silk. The price for a pair of silk stockings ran high here also«-
from twelve shillings to fifteen shillings a pair. The private
papers and orders ghow almost exactly the same picture &s do the
Norton Papers. Thread and worsted were widely used, and silk,
though eéxpensive, was found in these orders and letters fairly
frequently. d

The color of stockings simply is not given in the county
records. However, through the other sources it would seem thet
almost all women's stockings in colonial Virginia were white. The
main exceptions to this rule were two-fold. The first is that
stockings used by growing girls for everyday were probsbly either
‘dark-colored or plaid. The second exception is that pastel«colored
stockings were occasionally ordered to match sstin shoes, or to
complement & one~color outfic.

Gloves were another important accessory in a colonial lady's
wardrobe, Wash gloves were the type found most often im the
Westmoreland County Records. Presumably these were gloves which
could be wacshed, for example of cotton or cottoun thread. Several
paire of Virginia gloves were listed, including one pair of "Virginia
silk." Kid gloves were not as numerous as wash gloves, yet 1if one
can judge from the Watts Estate, where six pairs of kid gloves were
bought within a four-year period, it would seem that wore kid gloves
were owned by the well-to-do than were found in the invantoriamzo
Other kinds of gloves found in the Westmoreland records included
linen, sheepskin, "died shammy," and half-handed gloves.

There are far more gloves in the Norton Papers than in the

48



county records. Over twenty dozen pair of kid gloves or mitts were
ordered, both glezed and unglazed. White, as might be expected, was
the ¢olor most frequently mentioned, with purple a surprisingly
strong second.?! Black ran a poor third, sud since several orders
requested a given number of kid gloves "different colored,” it can ‘be
assumed that kid gloves came in other colors as well as black, white,
and purple.

Lanb mittens and gloves were the next most-ordered type, and
these also came glazed and unglazed, and msinly in white or purple.
Other leather gloves listed included chamois, beaver, sham beaver,
dogskin, and wash leather. Except for one pair labeled Virginia
ailk, silk gloves were simply lacking in the county reécords. Not &
great many were ordered through the Norton Company either (at least
as compared to the awounts of kid and lamb), only sbout sixty paie,
811k gloves were requested in sky blue and patterned, as well as the
old favorites of white and purple. The private orders mention kid
gloves more than any other kind, both white and colored. Eight pairs
of red gloves were ordersd, so purple was not the only bright color
that was worn by colonisl ladies.

The value or price of gloves has been left until last decauvse
it needs some examination in itself, When the Norton Company went to
Robert Price in June of 1772 to purchase gloves, the price par dozen
of each of the main kinds bought was ae follows: Lamb gloves and
mitts 12/ to 14/, Shammy gloves and mitts 13/, Superfine gloves and
nitts 14/, and fine wash gloves’ '12,6‘22 If these prices quoted were
for a dozen pair, and one would hardly buy or order anything but a
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pair, then the London price for & pair of gloves was about one
shilling, give or take a few pence. 1If the price were actually per
glove, then a pair cost about two shillings, still a very low price.
As strange as these prices sound they seem to sgree, all factors
considered, with cha.yrieea and values noted in the county records,
There wash gloves were valued at approzimately one shilling four
pence per pair, and shammy were one shilling six pence a pair. The
same holds true for the prices quoted in the Norton orders. Most
orders offered to pay only about one shilling six pence per pair for
gloves or mitts~--whether chawoils, lamb, or wash. There were two
exceptions to the above prices. The first wae kid gloves, These
started at about one shilling siz pence a pair, and went as high as
four shillings. The second exception was eilk gloves which cost, or
were valued at, between two shillings and four shillings. Even if
the highest values sre taken as the best to use, a good pair of
gloves, of kid for example, from a London glover, cost far less than
a pair of clocked or silk stockings. Bven at thizs low price there
were customer complaints. In his order for the year 1769, Thomas
Wyane sent for several pairs of gloves and added the comment “The
Last Gloves and mitts [you sent] was very ordinary. . . 23

The word handkerchief in the eighteenth century meant a
neckerchiefe--a fairly large square which was folded diagonally and
placed around the neck, coming to & "V in froant. This discussion
will deal with this type of handkerchief, and any refereace to pocket
handkerchiefs will be specifically noted.

In the earliest years of the century, 1700-1722, Westmoreland



ladies preferved silk handkerchiefs (value two to three shillingo)
above all other kinds. Flowered gauze handkerchiefs were listed in
some inventories, but these too were undoubtedly of silk, Two other
kinds mantiana& were checkered and striped handkerchiefs. These also
could have been made of silk, but were probably of cotton or linen.

The inventories covering the next years, 1723-46, contain a
larger number of handkerchiefs than do the earlier listings. From
the inveatories which give complete wardrobes, it would seem that
each lady owned two to four of these neckerchiefs. Silk had no real
competitors for its number one position, outnumbering all other types
three or four to one. Besides plain silk there were also those of
silk laca, silk gauze, silk muslin, and sareenet (a fine, soft
silk). Values for these handkerchiefs started at about two or thgea
shillings and ranged up to five and six shillings. India
handkerchiefs may have been of silk, or perhaps were of calico or
cotton print. These were valued at less than the handkerchiefs
labeled silk~-only two or three shillings each. Romalls were silk
or cotton squares with a handkerchief pattern. The ones in the
Westmoreland County Records must have been of cotton for their
average value was only about one shilling spiece. Lacee (Lacy?)
handkerchiefs were the wost expensive type listed, for these were
valued at over eight shillings,

The inventories of the next tem years show that silk was
challenged by a new type of handkerchiefe-ones made of linen~-~and by
about 1765, silk handkerchiefs were a thing of the past.zﬁ Linen

handkerchiefs werg valued between one shilling three pence and two



shillings six pence, and were probably made here rather than fmported.

In the Westmoreland Records and Inveatories for the year 1755
is the inventory of Neil McMun-+-a man who seems to have been &
handkerchief peddler. Besides his personal clothing, Mr. McMun had
nothing with him at the time of his death except handkerchiefs and
handkerchief material. There were sixty-six yards of such material,
including checked linen, tartan, and striped Holland, and over one
hundred handkerchiefs. Thesé handkerchiefs were listed in sets of
© aix, indicating that Mr. McMun had the handkerchiefs packed in these
sets by mib:, or material, or value, or a combination of the three.
Prices for these handkerchiefs ranged from six for nine ahﬁi:l.ngs, to
six for eleven shillings six pence. Besides these handkerchiefs
"1isted in sets, he had several silk handkerchiefs separate from the
others, which were valued st about six shillings each. Since most of
the fabric he carried was linen, and since linen handkerchiefs were
gaining favor during this time in Westmoreland, it is probable that
most of Neil McMun's handkerchiefs were unen_zs

As we have seen with Mr. McMun, handkerchief material was
bought and sold by the yard in colonial Westmoreland. A number of
inventories contained such entries as "fine Handkerchiefing linen
containing 12 handkerchiefs" or "3 yds. handkerchiefs .’J!/.“‘26

Several hundred handkerchiefs were ordered in the Norton Papers.
Cambric handkemhufs were to be spotted or printed and nearly always
in some combination of red and white (¢c.2/6 each). Linen, on the
other hand, was ordered only in printed blue and white or pui;pla and

white (¢.1/8), B8ilk handkerchiefs showed a wider color range with
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purple and white, black, and "colored.” Indis silk for handkerchiefs
was also requested, as were Barcelona Handkerchiefs. This last type
were fine, twilled silk squares; in solid colors or with designs, and
were originally made in Spain but were lster manufactured in Great
Britain, although the neme Barcelona Silk continued to be used. Many
ovders neglected to tell material but specified color very carefully,
and as a whole blue and white was the favorite color combination
mentioned. Red and white came~n¢xt; and was followed by purple and
white, Scotch, black, and chocolate,

Twenty bandanas were mentioned along with two pieces of bandana
material. The word bandana in the eighteenth ¢entury referred to a
richly colored silk bhandkerchief with apots léft in white or yellow
by the manufacturing process. Only later did it come to mean a
cotton handkerchief or head-covering.

About four or five dozen pocket handkerchiefs were also ordered,
in the same ¢colors as were popular for the larger handkerchiefs«-
purple and white, printed, blue and white, and red and white. Omly
ene order gave prices for these, but if we can judge by this, pocket
handkerchiefs were considerably cheaper than neckerchiefs, costing
only two to three shillings a dozen,

Insufficient evidence in the York records makes a comparison
here impossible, but the private orders agree with the above sources,
mentioning cambric, silk, linen, and printed handkerchiefs. This
great abundence of printed, checked, and flowered handkerchiefs
brigss up an interesting point., All of the portraits painted in that

era show the handkerchiefs as being plain colored, and presumably of
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silk or gauze with lace. 1t would seem then, that handkerchiefs of
these materials, which have slready been noted as the most expensive
types, were used primarily for Sunday and “‘dress-up” occasions. The
printed handkerchiefs of cambric, linen, and cotton were for everyday
wear, since they would not show soil as much as the plain colored
ones, were cheaper, and were easier to care for.

Randkerchiefs vere sometimes included 4s part of a set of
accessories commonly known as a "suit." These suits usually included
& cap, tucker, handkerchief, and ruffles, though occasionally sleeve
knots and aprons were added. Not many of these suits were found in
the eighteenthecentury Westmoreland County Records. Most of the time
the inventories simply said "5 sets of head linen 5/" or "2 parcel of
Head elocbs,”z? The Watts girls, Anne and Mary, got "1 Suit of Head
Cloths & Shuffels (Ruffles?] & Handkerchiefs E 9.3.6" and "2 Suits
of Head Cloths B 11.6.7."23

Several of these suits were ordeved either privately or through
the Norton Company. Peter Lyouns, for example, in 1768 ot&eéad a suit
of minonett or blond lace "to cost about three pounds." William
Beverlsy in 1740 offered to pay up to six pounds for a fashionable
mob with Ruffles pucker [tucker?] and tippet," when in the same order
he was only willing to pay five pounds for a silk dress. (Both items
were to be for his daughter aiiaabath‘)zg The most expensive of
these suits found was ordered by George Washington in 1759 when he
requested A Cap, Handkerchief, Tucker, and Rufflee to be made of
Brussels Lace or point. , . to cost B 20." These sets were also made

of silk gauze, marionet, and muslia‘3°



Women, it would seem, m’;e alwvays the same, ever seeking to be
fashionable and yet find bargains. Mary Stith wrote in 1728:
Madam; When you come to London, please favor me in your
thoice of a suit of pinners fashionably dressed with a Cross
knot Role in what ever the fashion requires, with
fashionable ruffles and handkerchief. 1 like a lace of
breadth and of a beauti{ful Pattern that mway be plainly seen,
fine eﬂwshsia look well, but not of a superfine costly
lace. . . .7
With these sets, then, the head covering was a cap. Only a
small number of caps were found ian the Westmoveland records, and all
were in the earlier fnventories. In the early years of the century,
1700-1720, there are two references to coifs--the old, sixteenth
century term for a clogse-fitting linen cap. Only a few other
references were made to caps that definitely belonged to women. The
inventory of the estate of Jane Omohundo showed that she had owned a
parcel of women's caps worth ten shillings, Frances Spencer im 1727
had a fine velvet flowered cap worth twelve shillings six pence.
Other types of ladies' caps found included ones of silk and iimmsz
In the York records, the Ives sisters owned a number of caps
ineluding two lace mobs, eight nightcaps, three quilted scull caps,
and nine haif«mps;sa Mobs, by the way, were not found anywhere in
the Westmoreland Records, even though they were found in some of the
private orders,
The young ladies Pithian met sometimes wore caps of lace and
gauge, but often simply had on a '"fuff of Ribbon for & Cap" or a

n34 A traveler noted in

. "Ribbon, with a Sprig of green Jessamine,
1746:" Common People wear Woollen and Yarn Caps; but the better ones

wear white Holland or Cotton: Thus they travel fifty Miles from Home,
it may be cooler E‘hm wearing wi&ﬂ for cught I know; but, methinks,

5
'tis very ridiculous. w3



Almost every woman in Westmoreland County in the eighteenth
century must have owned some type of hat or bonnet, for nearly every
inventory which l{sted ladies’ clothing also included at least one
hat of some type. 1In the early years of the century, felt was the
favorite. These hats were valued at between two and three shillings.
Several Carolina hats were listed but there was no way to tell whether
they were for ladies or gentlemen. The first idea, that these hats
came from either North or South Carolina, cannot be proven. The only
information that can be found about these hats is that they were also
called Caroline, and ware always black.

In the second quarter of the century, a variety of hats vere
noted, with no one kind particularly popular. Felt was still used,
though the average value of these was only two shillings two pence,
Two ladies' fur hats were listed at five shillings each and were
probably of beaver, for beaver hats are specifically mentioned in the
Norton Papers and the Virginie Gazette. Also found in the
{nventories for these years were straw hats and one silk bonpnet. The
Watts girls bought six hats during the years 1747-52. ‘Iwo were
velvet bonnets costing over & pound each, one was a hair hat, one &
furred hat, and two were of mlm%

Three lace hats were also found in the inventories covering
these years, and these were by far the most expensive type of hat.
These were not necessarily mede of lace, but might have been simply
decorated with lace. All of these were owned, as might be expected,
by very rich ladies. Mrs. Thomas Sorrell owned a gold lace hat worth

one pound five shillings, and Mrs, Betty Sm.—;ell, probably & cousin,
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bought a lace bat in 1739 from My. Richard Jackeon for eighteen
shillings. Mvs, Ashton, who was undoubtedly one of the county's most
wealthy ladies, had a lace hat valued at eleven shillings three
pence. 3
The inventories for the years 1750+1770 eentinue to show

tlmz mri;f awry hdy mea . tmz, imt ahcy fau t:u gﬂ.vq any infomtian
so to e:he cypu. m miy infomtmn a&m ts ckt vaiue vhich
nm& from m ihuuuga far m hbal.ad 'm" w two ahiluus: for

*'aw !mu" | ﬂm 9im¢r was liﬂznd, ami m«al imntcrias
refmeﬁ r.c a pmqi of hud lzm ot ma cloabw. ‘

| 'the marem rumt shw eha mmaﬂns puftnnce m Norton
euntmn m fm' hmtnwunm bmtu to be mc. sxiahtly
over ughty «t t:m imre ordtm, iw ia btm. - fw in Mr.a, but
che vast mjmity i.n bm. uﬂ m ?*m w Mstuut 2nhim nﬁﬁ
mct tusw,"” Ge«stcmuy bmmcs mwa ordered in other calom.
am& ‘John ms;m M mrthhumpem ﬂwm:y wu the only’ Ntﬂ!mt breve
tmsh to orchr ﬁﬁk m& mtm bmeu m wh&::n and "diffnrmt ﬁolau '

. ‘bne not & aiugit m in bimk‘”

xg :ll inuz“ctns to apeenhee as

to mzhar or nm: thia mdimwt n dufammu ia fuhim mu

bomm tu mek.ummmg ntn m t:ha mum shm ﬁutxy a1l
r.he heaa ccﬂrmga ltﬁtcd sn eim mﬁtmghna neoraa wm cﬁhd

‘%nt:c ,“ ‘but ttm mwtm cuat.mra ahm& a dtﬂnitt prafermn for
'bmaw. | ";’Mu tmn vtabqbly no scal dittme !mm, atmxy thn fact
‘ictm: nn Imudsur wm : “Mz“ t.c ehq un th wndﬁ tht m-newus.

The pﬁvﬂ:& ardtra show ttw sm tnmn us do ﬁw cmmty recovds.

Velvet bonnets, beaver hats, and straw bats vere requested, uamuy
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in black or white. In 1724 Thomas Jones bought & hat in London for
| | B
one of his nieces. The bill for the hat went as follows:

Girls blev hatt lined silk 8 6

Rich open silver lace 5
ribbon band 6
desl bex 6

Bought of William Rolfe, London
In the Virginia

would teach young h‘di‘éi to make hats, bonnets, and shades’ (Lacy
scarfo which seem to have been worn with bmne:a)j*.u Many kindz of
hats were advertised in the Virginis Carette that were not found
elsevhere, Several of these were made by special companies, such as

Thant riding bats and Jubilee bonnets. Other ususual kinds mentioned

vere calash bonnets, chip hats, riding bats with feathers, and beaver
bats with cock feathers.

Hoods were evidently never populsr in colonial Tidewater
Virgiaia, and few were found in any of the sources consulted, except,
of course, hoods that were attached to ciosks end capuchins. In all
of ths Westmoreland records, only sbout ten heods were found, The
materisls used for these were silk and muslin, end @ shokt hood was
valued st three shillings while a long silk one was worth six
shillings. The only color given for hoods in Westmoreland was black.
A few of the York records nentionsd hoods dnd, as with ceps, it was
the lves sisters who hed the best collection. They owned three
wuslin hoods end an old silk hood valued together at seven shillings
six pence, and two black e#ilk hoods worth twelve shillings six pence.
Not many hoods were ordered through the Norton Company either--only
eightesn net hoods, eight of black velvet, and three of minienet

Gazette Mrs. Walker advertised in 1752 that she
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{lace).

Very few aprons were listed in any of the county records, and
even the inventories which had good lists of women's clothing usually
did uot {include any aprons. This may have been caused in part by the
fact that nearly all aprons for home or dress were probably homemade,
and perhaps were not considered important or valuable enough to put
in the inventories. A number of ianventories contained notations such
43 Rve ryday
aprons were made of inexpensive linen. These would have had bibs at

as “8% [yards| of aproning" or “apron cloth @ 17d.°

the top, and long full skirts to protect a lady's dress as she
worked. Sometimes aprons were worn as a decoration with an afternoon-
type dresa. These were often bought as part of a matched set
including handkerchief, ruffles, and apron. Probably some fancy
aprons were also made at home. of silk or fine material, and trimmed
with lace and handwork.

The aprons ‘found in the Westmoreland County Records show a wide
variety of kinds and values. Muslin aprons were found most frequently:
long, short, short laced, and embroidered. The valus of the average
muslin apron was between two and four shillings, while these that had
lace or embroidery were worth six shillings. Limen aprons were the
next largest groups, and these were cheaper (two shillings to three
shillings). There is no mention of any trimmed linen aproms, which
seams to confirm the idea that linen aprons were used for everyday.
The five checked aprons found were probably also for household use
while the three silk aprons listed were for dreses or special

occasions,
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These same kinds, muslin, linen, and silk, were the ones found
in the York records. The lack of orders for aprons in the Norton
Papers seems to indicste again that wmost aprons were made here. Only
five were mentiousd, Of these two were silk gauze, and a third was
to be a "blooming Colour” with ruffles and handkerchief to match.4d

A group of items which are both ciai:hlng and accessoriss should
be discussed briefly. These include girdles, pockets, and decorative
articles made of lace and ribbon. Several girdles, worth
spproximately one shilling each, were found {n the Westmorelend
records. These were not undergarments, but a type of sash worn
eround the waist. Two scarfs were also mentioned, and these could
have been for use as sashes, neckpieces, or head coverings. Only
three pair of mﬁat- were fanm!, ‘tndicating :gm either the dresees
ususlly worn by Westmoreland women hed some type of pockets seved in,
or that the ladies amply relied mx the Intse :mekats found in ﬂw
evcryéaywtyxa apzm

Bven these minor ‘cee.ssoriw vere mtma inclndté in wtlln,
and !.m:mtu Burnett of Eam County left to her grum!dmgbm: Mary
Curran, mns ethet t.hingu, one pair of guragon ‘bodies, one new
muslin apton and c!eevua , .one new holland shift, one laced
handkerchief, oue headdress, a black hood with yellow topknot, #nd
one pair of laced shoes.’”

Contemporary pertraits show that at least for dress~up, the use

of decorated sleeves was just as popular here as in Rﬂglm. 'Suc!‘s

«dgings extended anywhere from e simple muslin ruffle to five or six

layers of mriappihg ruffles of geuze or muslin trimmed wt{i;h ldéa.__
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Three kinds of lace were found most often in the county records.
These were gold lace, silk lace, and bone lace. Gold lace was simply
lace made with gold thraads, and silk lseces were those made on or of
silk. Bone lace, on the other hand, was made in the West of England,
and the name probably came at one time from the ladies' use of fish
bones instead of pins to hold the lace in place while it was being
made. Bone lace c¢losely réesembles crocheted edging.

Not much lace was found in the inveatories or wills because not
much was kept on hand. When lace wae purchased, the buyer almost
always had a definite use in mind and hence the lace was soon on &
garment. However, the prices paid by Westworeland residents for
laces can be found in the records of estates. Such prices per yard
ran about as follows: ome shilling for hood lace, three shillings
for silk lace, and seven shillings for superfine lace, Seven
shillings may not seem expensive but it adds up quickly, for when
seven yards of this lace was purchased to go with a cherryderey gown,
it cost over two pounds five shillings. Lace was also ordered
through the Norton Company, again mainly silk laces (raised and flat),
and some blonde lace. Blonde lace originally came from Spain and was
called "blonde” whether it was black or white, It was made so that
the flowers were slightly r;;sed, and had a heavier, sturdier look
about it than most other laces. Black, white, pink, and blue laces
. Wwere also ordered, as were some cotton laces.

Judging from both the county records and the Norton Papers,
ribbons were used even more than laces, Ribbon was used with ladies’

handkerchiefs, to decorate hats and caps, for breast knots and sleeve
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knots, for eschelles ,66 and to decorate dresses and other garments.
Ribbon was often bought specifically for the purpose of making knots,
For example, William Beverley wanted for Rlizabeth "6 yards Padusocy
ribbon for knots, 2 yards of a calmxr.““ As with the laces, types
and prices for ribbon can be found most often in the records of
estates and not in the inventories and wills. The types found in the
Westmoreland records i{nclude gold, silvey, figured, black, white,
narrow, flowered, snd red-striped. Nonesopretty was amthe.r; type of
ribbon used by colontal Virginians. It was named after the "Nancy
Pretty," a flower of the Sweet William family that was also called
London Pride. Presumably such a ribbon was daintily fringed as is
the flower, or perhaps had tiny flowers woven into it., Ribbon was
cheaper than lace, and cost only aix pence to two shillings a yaxd.
The amount of ribbon sent for through the Norton Company was
very great. Black was the color ordersd most frequently, especially
black paduasoy (a narrow silk ribbon from Italy), black velvet, and
black satin. Pink, blue, arnd white were the other colors usually
requested, and these were always of satin. Figured ribbons were also
ordered in quantities and some merchants wanted as wuch gs twenty
dozen pieces. When ordered by the piece, ribbon cost from six to
gixteen shillings. Exactly how much a piece contained is open to
"debate. The only figqr& given is for a piece thirty-six yards long.
awevax;, one~ and two-yard pieces must have been more normal, for as
noted, Beverley ordered two-yard lengths of each color for Elizabeth.

When pleces of ribbon were ordered by the dozen, ”pricea were of course

cheaper--only five to seven shillings a dozen.
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63
_ Pans have been called an important part of & colonial lady's

outfit, but not every lady in Vestmoreland owned one. Au estimste
based on the records ,re.sum&d would be that just under half of the
ladics were thus equipped. Fane wers pgobuﬁzy used here in Virginia
as an ncgtuaory-gign dress qnaenh;tgs; to take to a dance, or to a
party, or to take to church in summer. Most of the fans listed had
rw ;nfamtim wu:h tkﬁg& mppt thedir valup--qm to two shillings
. each. The s.vory fans fmzud in the inventories vere valued much more
higbly, n_boat ten nhillin&s_ eac&; ‘nmn vere, in au 1ikelihood,
fans wick i.vory sticks md imu!lqs, rather than solid ivory fama.

m Norton Papers contain a:rdatu for fans, but do not give much
infmcimA about types, either. "Fine gqn«," "common fans,” and
‘Better fans" are the descriptions !_l“li, uo:ﬁ frequently. There were
also fans in g:ﬁu, black fans, mourning fans, silver wedding fans,
and fans sent mk to anglnnd to be umnced. | Fans requested
thwugh the Rorton Cowpany were cheap aho, for a dogen u-uuy cost
only from m&n lhilungn six pence to fmruen shillings. Personal
fanily Mtuta conuin raquests for fans m, as when ils.ium E.
mgsmn,mu to i}_lpc. Wagganan. "Iu _looking_ over your letters this
day, 1 find in one P.S. for 8 Fan . . . 1'11 get the first good China
one X can and «ml u: ""8 .

vubuxnn were & new and treasured article in colonial tims,
In ﬁttmgllnﬁ, only aSapt four were found, and all of thase wers in
the inventories of the very wsll-to-do. The word "umbrella” in the
eighteenth century could meaﬁ either & sun parasol or a portable

protection from rain, and there is no 'y;y ':of telling whiqb_:m of



umbrella a person owned. -

-A number of miscellanecus accessories were either mentioned-
only once or twice in the xfestmoreland records, ‘or ‘wére absent
ent:iwly.'_ These 1nc1u§eﬁ ertificial flowers, pocketbooks or
necessaries, muffs, stomachers, ladies' wigs, and masks. All of’
these items were advertised as being availaﬁle. dn Williamsburg, and
the first four were ordered through the Norton Company also, but in
~#mall quantities. There is no gviden:e to indicate how widely these
accessories fmre uged in colonial Virginia as a whé:ia, but thcy
def,tinuely‘wexfe not used to any great extent in colonial Westmoreland.

'All of a lady's garments and accessories have thus far been
considered separately. -To help the reader comprehend what a colonial
woman wore, several complete outfits will be discussed below. The
first three will be ensembles taken from eighteenth-century records,
and the next four will be historical re-creations based on available
evidence.

In December of 1766 Mrs. William Langhorn sent through the
Norton Company for a complete wardrobe for second mourning: First
she ‘want.eed‘ a piecg'qf dark Ravenly Ray dueape, which she planned to
make into & sacque and coat, and & piece of best black India persiam,
with siz yards of ribbon to suit the silks. A piece of calico that
was to be black yit}x white shells was pr‘obgbly'alao‘ de;st%neﬁ to become
a gown, To go witﬁ these dresses she ordered a black ggr#ian quilted
pét%t,icoat an "ell long on the Rip with pearl COIIetitgg.."' Then to
wear over these outfits, she requested & large black. silk cardinal

and, to match the cloak, . ;-plaiu -.blac? silk .ﬁo_nn‘e;:. ;



65
. A“m _Bandkerchief, ?Aef?im snd apron proper for Second

Hupmﬁ.ns;\_fp: . wiam .,w«prg nrda_ud,, as were two pﬂin ct b-lu:h qﬂk
atockings s OnE pa:lr of huek velvus: pumpa. tﬁux paira o£ blsck uuthcr
pumps , and ;,fg}x;; spgigg qﬁ ‘.h}ggy! ¢g;tmpgg pumps, ’J:o mar ws.t:h :hno
she vanted « pair of strong black leather clogs, fintshed with vhite
1“;&«:, !ilest 'nha ‘uk«l for, m pnir of bhckkid glma, one zm:tr
of Mtta, and m pair of gl.atn scrms knit: black aﬂk ntius "tw a
awau si.ud Am " ?a ﬁns.sh out. lmr wa:droba for aeeonﬁ mmins, |
Mre. !.nnghom nrﬁaud a large blwk m« mhuf, a p&iw of
women's bhek shoe b\mklm. s blmk coal m::khca :&n atrnnécg and &
largt paper. fan.‘fs « . . L

ur. augunim Snith m'demé 2 complete :mt:ﬁ.e for h&o wii’e in 4
..1.7.&?: This vas almost certain to be a gift, and though it vas
ordered in June, it could not have besn given before Novesber or
December; for it took betwsen two and thres months for.Morton in
London to receive these orders, and presumably aﬁo@;xqt ‘two or three
months for the goods to arrive here. mut Mr. Smith nqnesuﬂ a
gsrnet #nd white calond silk mda into a sacque and petticoat in
“the newest faghioq‘ for 8 tall wmn,." 're & with this, he ordeved
a cap, handkerchief, ruffled tippet, and ruffles gmdq of basted
Brussels lace, and an egret, necklace, earrings, ctomacher, end
slesvs k";mu, To complete the outfit, there was to be “s lawn
handkerchief to put .évﬁgr} the cloaths when amm and & handsome fen
in a case '"SO , . |

.Another ‘cmpiiézte» outfit was ordered for i!_rls‘.: P riscills Dswson
through Messrs. J. Hanbury and Company. The items vwém to be chosen



by Lady Gooch, .‘1}44 the .total value of -the ensembla was estimated at
approximately thirty-three ‘ppu;:d,s;, . /Mrs. Dawson wanted a fashionable
brocade suit of clothes, a pair of stays, a hoop,.a blue satin
ppt;igo;é, and a scarlet ;c}o;h:ugdezageczic@tg To go, _wr;l.z:t; tﬁpsa shes
ordered a fya_htm%?ig laced cap, handkerchief, ruffles, @65?:::@&&#.
as well es & pair °f trimued blue satin shoes, and a pair of blue
a;@lk;gt@cmngm_ A silver girdle and & fan were also ordered to
complete the mtz!tt.s}‘, | ‘ ‘

, ) Each of the three ensembles #iagusaq& above was a spacial
ocutfie, for dress-up occasions. The first of the ‘hi,;gtgricany re-
created. ensenmbles .wii{.m similar to the _;nim?e in that it represents
a dress outfit that was worn by the well-to-do women of colonial
Westmoreland. Such an outfit consisted first of a pastel thread
satin or catéﬁa;a&t}g gown, lined with silk, and a matching petticoat,
With this she wore é white muslin apron, & silk or silk muslin
handkerchief, whit:u'-éhwad’ stockings, and black calimanco shoes, | If
she were going out, ;;hq put on a red satiu.cloak, & black hood, and a
pair of black ailk 31wes§52 | | | ‘ |

. The ensexble ga.vm next represents that of x:he average womsn of
colonial Westmoreland. It vas an outfit yh&ym,fw afternoons, or
perhaps: for. acmi-duu-«-naielur the best ‘nor: tlu worst thut she owned.
She had on a gown oﬁ pxinud Virginia cloth or of calico, with a ved
or blue pattern on & white background. It was & n.;wa;é gown, and her
petticoat, though ;t;ngs also of Q_&tsinia cloth, did not match her
dress.  Over the gown she wore a white linen apron, snd & white linen

handkerchief. Her stxpe:s_'-wﬁrq of black: leat;kgx’- ) and her stockings “ﬁf
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white yarn or thread.. vvpi-_,;outequﬁmts, she: had an old red or blue
cloak, - She did ﬁ"ﬁfre"?t;; a, !\x?ﬂﬁr,;té-;-sa-wit:h»"tﬁhiﬂar.bv@f. rélied instead on
a hat... EER TR RN, e

_, .. The woman of Wgasmgl\am!; ﬁha.. was of the poorer class ’ctité.smd ..
-somevhat i fﬁgtgp;;y; from the two ;xﬁieys;'degeribgd‘aba?e; . Her: gown
was of some type of ‘Virginia cloth, probably solid brown in color.
Since she wore a closed Mﬁ;; her petticoat of plain, unbleached
Virginia cloth did ;s.ét‘ -‘a‘hw@, ,Hit:h’ ‘these she wore ‘s checked linen
aprom, :ané'.pwhapp éa hggq&kggq}gigﬁ.; : éer, shoes were of leather )
(Virginia-made) and ,har,? stockings were var§§ev¢;or yarn.: Although- she
owned a cap or hat, she had no gloves, and no hood. The records
indicate that she did not .h‘iwg a ésloak, but she xﬁnst have had
something that paesed for a_:c,l{éak»_ to wear in inclement weather.

The ladies who. obtained their garments through ‘_thg;. Norton
Company, or who ordered them directly from England, fgl_‘i ‘somevhers
Dbetween the weai&y and the -é‘mid,dianehae“ ladies discussed above,
The outfit described here would be for af!:e:noe'm. or Sundays.  Such &
gown was of printed calico, either blue and white, or purple and
white..  Chances are about fifty-fifty that i,t' was’ an open ng,‘a,né
in that case heér petticoat mag:che@- her dress. '1f ‘itj was a closed
gown, her petticoat was of plain, fine cotton or silk. -Her cap,
handkerchief, .xufﬁ;q + and apron were all part of a matched set, white
in color, and trimmed with lace. Black calimanco shoes were worn
with white thread stockings. Her cloak was red or black, and with it
she. wore & black silk bonnet .tgp@: white kid gloves. .

Taken as s whole, the ladies of Westworeland ;cm_xt'my s Virginis,



in the eighteenth century dressed well.  “Fashionsble" was a magic
vord to womsn in colonisl times, but they did not try to follow all
the fashion whim of Bugland, The ﬂtzordu in&icate that ttm ladiu
Quneﬁ aut:ly, sot ostentatiously. I l!ii.qd_nug attempt to copy the
_styles set at either the English or French courts in any of, the
swrcés émsuimm Wenmmuad women seen !:'a bnw ptcftrud siinple
uyiea unﬁ outfitu. and nmttttd, or m; hwt largely ignored,

that was populsr in Enghnd in tlw aigbte&u&h cez:mry im:luding, a8
we have seen, hoops, c;lqgs, pattens, sacques, muffs, stomachers, and
ladies’ wisg, A a:u;nbgr'lpf factors were probably responsible for this
vqri-c?fou, in fashion-taste, and gl;hé(;gh, it is so obvious 'tt_m: it is
_qftm' s.gu_amg& it is none the less t_tue that ,‘}_.ttg‘m a new land made
for new styles. The climate, the work & colonial lady was expected
to -é«), and even the Wfﬁ?&it; f;t»ﬁmig aattgq;éurg that developed
here encouraged differences in dress ‘between Virginia and England.
Many items, of course, continued to be imported, but tbc{?&sn 1700
to 1774 saw en ever-increasing number of garments and fabrics
"?itaiuiQeﬁ%@»?' not ml? as & home industry, but on a regular
comuercial basis as well. 1t was an era of beautiful, feminine
fashions characterized by sweeping, full-skirted gowns and a
pessionate love for ruffles and iacamm era vhen wﬁstmreltmd
ladies complenented ;he colonial scene in aeereuckar and shalloon,

csumnco and amméerty, txul nankeen nnd maopmtty‘
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Notes for Chapter IV

Involce of Robert C., Nicholas, Uot. 14, 1771, Norton Papers,
Order of Jobn Clayton, Aug. 3, 1769, ibid.

Order of Hart and Marshall, Mer. 7, 1771, ibid.

Order of John xathm; Sept. 30, 1773, ibid.

Invoice of Thomas Wynne for the year 1769, Aug. 23, 1768,

One other type of lesther was mmtimed in the Norton:

.Papers, This was dogekin, a kind of leather usually

made of sheepokin, ‘ \

Thomas Nelson Page, The Old South (Wew York, 189’27:' 154~155;
Invoice of Mrs. Priscilla Daweon, Wiilisw gnd Mary
Quarterly, 1st ser., VI (1897-1898), 124,

Order of Willien Beverley, dJuly t.,.a'é, 1737, in w

snd Mary Quarterly, fst ser., III (1894-1895), 225.

The .soarcity of Women's shoes in the York County Records
nmade comparison on this point impoessible.

Inventory of James Taylor, Nov. 27, 1723, Westmoreland
Records and Inventories, I, 1a; Inventory of Jehn Rochester,
Peb, 3, 1755, ‘I1I, 52+528; Inventory of Peter Rust, June
29) 1762, IV, ‘66&“16?&0 7

Aug. 30, 1763, Westmorseland Resords and Inventories, IV,
189a-190, 191-191a; also sume 24, 1752, IX, 1992~204a.

June 30, 1768, Virginis Gagette (P.D.).

Nov. 18, 1775, Virginia Gesette; slso in Willism and
Querterly, 1st ser., XX (1911-1912), 147. This was the
advertisement of John Blaney and Company. The two other

.prominent shoe menufacturers in England at this time besides

Didsbury were Gresham and Davis. For comparison, the London
prices for several of the kinda of shoes discussed above can be
found in the Norton Papers. On August 13, 1772, the

Norton Company bought from John Gresham: ;
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16.

17,

25 pair black calimanco pumps & 6/6

12 pair black everlasting pumps @ 6/6

6 pair white satin, 4 pair pink, 4 pair blue, and
i pair bleck satin @ 13/

2 pair Bath Ford clogs @ 6/ .

Aug. 30, 1763, Westmoreland Records and Inventories, IV,
’89&**90.
Record for the year 1738, ibid., I7i252a-253a.

Karv 153 17%; Mﬁrs’ wma’etﬁdg va’ 3.2?*332, YO’rk
County Records, microfilm, Virginis State Library, Richmond.

June 24, 1752, Westroreland Records and Inventories, II,
199a-204a.,

Har. 15, 1722, York Orders, Wills, etc., XVI, 276~277.

Seversel kinds of s eckings were sdyertised in the Virpinia
Qagette that were not found in any of the county rewrda

or ony of the orders. These were. India cotton, China, rav

- 831k, and flowered silk gsuse. Thia last type cost

20.

21,

15/ per pair.

June 24, 1752, %festmmlm ﬂeem-fis and Ezzwntoriw, Iz »
19%a-204s.

“i’hia large quantity of purple gloves was undoubtedly
purchagsed to copplement outfits made from the yards and
yards of purple and white dress material that was ordered
during these same years, and whioch will be discussed in
the next chapter,

Receipt of Robert Price~-Wholesmale glover at the 23 in Milk
Street, Chespside, June 23, 1772, YNorton Papers.

Invoice of Thomes Wynne for 1769, Aug. 23, 1768, ibid.

is noted in the previous chapter, silk gowne had also
faded from general use by this time.

Oct, 13, 1755, Westmoreland Records and Inventories, IXI,

"'6‘5& »

June 6, 1748, ibid., II, 62a-66; Dee. 1716, Westmoreland
Deeds end Wille, VI, §Cw54 .
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See the Inventory of Thomas Sorrell, Dec. 16, 1726,

Westmoreland Recerds and Inventories, I, 4L2a~4i;

© Inventory of Frances Johnston, Feb., 7, 1742, ibi&., 178a.

30,

31
32'
33.

3.

35.

36.
L 199a-204a.

37,

38.

. June 2, 1752, ibid., II, 199a-204a.

Order of Peter Lyons, Sept. 24, 1768, torton Papers;
Aug. 13, 1740, in William Beverley, letters and Accounts
173448,

Order of George Washington in 1759 as quoted in Alice
Yorpe Carle's Costume of Coloniel Times (New York, 1894),
&O"l&‘ -

letter of Hary Stith, Msy 7, 1728, in Box 1723-28, Jones
Famix.y" Papers, Menusceript Division, library of Congress.

June BG, 1767, Westmoreland Records and Izsventm'ias, v,
2+3; J%me 17, 1727, ibid., %;2668.67.

E&rui‘s’ 1?22, !Qrk wm,hi}‘lﬁ; a‘t@., XVI 27&"2??0

Journsl & & Letters of Philip Vickers Fithisn 1773- 1225 t

A Plantation ’i‘utor af the Old tiominicm, od, Hunter D.
Farich (Will iamsburg, 1%3%_"333»135, 171=-172, 279.

Hdward Kimber, "Cbservations in Several Voyages & Travels
in America,” London Yagazine (1746}, as quoted in William
and Mery Qaarter;_g st ser., XV (1906~1907), 158.

June 2h, 1753, Westmoreland Reeorés and Inventories, II.

Dec. 16, 1726, ibid., I, h2a-bh; Oct. 1736-1739, ibid.,
218’*3195 Sﬁ;}?«. 30, ’7%; 1bidoa ?Gﬁ-‘*?tao

'For example the order of Hart and r-sarahm, Juns 1769,

. Norton Papers.

40.

hi,

Order of John mlkina for July 24, 3‘?‘?2» Norton B’apers.

Receipt af Thomas Jcmea as guoted iu Tha Virginie gﬁmim
of Kistory and Biogrophy, XXVI (1918), 178.

Dec. 1, 1752, Virginia Qametta; also in Wilildam and Mary
gu,grt‘ev;g, 16t ser., VLI (1896-1899), 178.
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L2,
L3.

b

43,

L6,

47.

May 18, 1724, York Orders, Wills, ete., XVI, 276-277.

May 26, 1725, Dec., 14, 1726, Westmoreland Records end
Inventories, I, 17, 44a~46a,

Order of June 12, 1773 for Mrs, Scott in Lord Dunmore's
order, as quoted in John Norton & Scns, ed. Frances
¥ason, 328-330,

John Frederick Dorman ed, ex County, Virginia, 8
2nd Wills No. 13, 1707-1711 ( Washington, D.Css 196

Eschelles—s row of bows down the front of a bodice
arranged in descending size from the top to the waist.

July t, 1741, in William Beverley, Letters snd Accounts
VI34~48.

Fov, 10, 1743, Waggaman letter from Bengal to Virginia, as

oted in the Willlam and Mary Quarterly, ist ger,., II
Uasa-1e94), 103, !

Order for the use of the estate of Capt. langhorn,
Deceased, Dec. 1, 1766, Norton Papers,

Order of ¥Mr, Augustine Smith, June 10, 1767, Norton Papers.

Order of Mrs. Priscills Dawsen, Apr. 15, 1752, ac quoted in
¥illism and Mary Qusrterly, lst ser., VI, (1897-1898), 124.

This and the other three outfits that follow are based on
colonial sources; inthe case of the first three the
Westmoreland County Records and for the fourth the Norton
Papers and other private orders. These exact ensembles
were not found in any inventory or order. Instead, they
repregent a composite view from which an a.bstmt. hag, in
each cagse, been prepared,
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FABRICS AND MATERIALS

& consideration of the fahrieﬁ available in Westmoreland
County bemm 1700 and 1774 is ggftimt' to this study bifw'n
clothes. Qbme'q;iﬂ;hing m:‘&v@i&m ready-made, mpéci&lﬁ gloves,
hats, bonnets, and shoes, Others, including otaye, ‘cloaks, and
certain types of gowns, could either be purchased as a completed
‘product or madeeup @8 the ladies saw fit. But most articles of
clothing for both men and women were mot widely available ready-
mada at this time, Gowns, 'c}.qak's, ‘'shifte, riding habits, and petticosts
were usually made at home, 'r;;z‘ che material for them wae carried to a
dressmaker who made the garment to epecification. Fabric, then,
congtitutes i very important ‘pét;fof any view of clothing in
eighg:'e_g;zt:h*émtnry "fxéewqtar' ‘ Vitgiaiaa 1

‘Iﬁe variety of fabrics available {n Westmoreland in the early
' ysarg of tﬁg cent_:ury. itinugggsﬁpg'. In a survey covgriqg the years
1700 to 1720, seventy-three differcat fabrics vere ‘found. - OF these
'u.m’ wae the fﬂéﬁﬁgg, and wbile 1ioen vas counted only me in the
total Iist of materisls, it mm a'uﬂfibig in at least sixtean diffevent
varieties. Blue, green, and brown linen, as well as checked and
speckled linen, were popular, and ranged in value from f&yq pence a

yard to one shilling eight pence a yard. Most of the linen used,
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74
however, was either plain, Scotch, Hamburg, or garlixz (German linen).
Its price range was almost fdentical with that of the dyed and printed
typesa: six pence to one shilling uine pence & yard.

In these factors, availsbility and variety, lay the roots of
iinen's popularity. Linen could aldo be made at home, and approximately
one family in ten possessed the necessary equipment. Linen was used
literally for everythiog in the way of clothing for ﬂasﬁwml&nﬁ women .
- Gowns, aprons, stomachers, petticoats, shifts, and gloves were only
a few of the many articles made from this waterial.

Sturdy fabrics were used extensively in the early years of tha
century alsos especially dowlas, 8 coarse linen; shallon, & lightweight
woolen; and duroy, a coarse type of wéaieg.. As the century progressad,
however, the use of thesge materials undervent a slow but steady decline
in Westmoreland and by the time of the Revolution they had all but
disappeared from the inventories of the county. These were not cheap,
for they cost from one shilling four pence to ﬁhme shillings six
pence a yard, As a whole these fabrics vwere used for men's coats,
jackets, and breeches, but gowns wore occasionslly made of duroy, and
smocks of dowlas.

Though a great number of materials occur in these early inventories,
fucluding ostamene, inkle, pemistone, and shag, the only other fabric
besides linen and sturdy woolens widely used in these years was silk.
Among the types available were silk muslin and silk stuff, but damask
was the favorite and sold for about one shilling £iVe pence per yard.
Virginia ¢loth was already available, either printed or plain, and

while the exact nature of the cloth was not given, it was probedbly of



cotton or linen.?

Taking the years 1725-1750 as the next unit, the number of
differvent fabrics used is still high, and reaches about seventy-four.
Linen remained the favorite with twentyone kinds noted., New
varieties included clocked, white, princess, and sprigged. Holland,
an imported linem, was almost slways cither printed or striped., It
was especially used in thege years for gowns, pettiicoats, and jumps.

‘Cotton fabrics made a sudden and atrong appearance. All but
nonexistent on the earlier lists, cotton was now used in stripes and
checks as well as white, Whitney, and blue. Dinmity and fustisn were
’&igint: cottons, while cherryderry was an Indian cotton, Calico became
increastugly popular and was move expensive than regular cotton at
an average of three shillings a yard. Broadcloth, especially in red
and scarlet, was alas? entering the field and was by far the most
expensive type of cotton at four shillings to ten shillings per yard.
The heaviest use of Virginia-made cloth was still in the future, but
Virginia cotton did increase in availability during this period.
Fetticoats, gowns, riding gowns, and handkerchiefs were increasingly
made from the cotton family of fabrics.

S§ilk usage rasched its peak during this secoud quarter of the
eighteenth century, Black alamode, gilk crepe, damask, Persisn silk
and taffeta, Xndia Persian, tabby and satin were all found in
Vastmoreland in these years. Surprisingly, though the cost of these
goods was high in comparsion with linens and woolens, silk was sctually
cheaper than broadcleth and even, in most caeses, cheaper than calico.

Among the ladies’ garments made of silk fabrics were gowns, petticoats,



handkerchiefs, hoods atnd bommets, msntles, and aprons. Black silk
and black crepe were favored for use in mourning clothes, Silk
vas also used in combination with a number of other materials;

for example silk suslin, especislly for handkerchiefs, and silk
poplin for gowms.

Ozenbrigs, & coarse linem, was used for table and household
linen. In rvegard to clothing it was mainly utiliced for servants'
clothes, especially for shifts and petticoats, though some jucknw
and probably some gowns wers made of this fabric. Only two woolens
show any great use in this period, snd they were sagathy, & slight
woolen~1like sexge, and cemlet, a light-weight fabric made of luster
wool. The latter was usually dyed scarlet and was used particularly
in c¢loaks and cavdinals.

The midcentury decsade, 1750-1760, saw a continuing dominance
of linen, silk, cotton, and ogenbrigs. Among the fabrics added to
the Iist at this time, thres were especially important. Lawn, &
fine linen, was made up mainly into handkerchiefs, headdresses, and
aprons; while chlngg, a printed calico, was used for gowns., A kind
of taffeta known as lutestxing or lustring was used for gowns,
petticoats, and riding habits. Changeable lustring was treasured
and among the color combinations mentioned are blue and purple, orange
snd pink, and pink and sky blue.

.The 1760's saw & sharp rise in the smount of Virginia cloth used,
sud reflected the decreasing trade with the mother country. Alwost
every fuventory included this fadbric, and its value and quality range
was high: ons shilling five pence to twelve shillings six pence & yard.
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This was cloth gotually woven in Virginia, wmainly it would seem,: by
professional or semiprofessional weavers, Mr. Spencer Ariss of
Westworeland for esample., Many homes had a#&.gnmg wheels and cotton
and wool cards, but only about twelve or fifteen had the looms and
equipment needed for full-scale weaving. Several inventovies included
the mantion of & certain mumber of yards of Virginia cloth that had
been ordered from the weaver,3

"The Reverand Andrew Burnaby noted in his travels through thise
area in 1759 and 1760 that "their manufactures are very considerable,
They make & kind of cottonwcloth, which they clothe themselves with
in common, and call after the nome of their country. . . ' Linen wae
also manufactured here, and the taventories occasionally fndicate
quantities of "dressed” and “undressed” flax, as well as equipment
for making linen cloth.®

While there was an overall drop to siightly under thirty
diffevent types of fabric, linen retained a high position with white
(bleached) linen the most populsr kind. Cotton and calico were
favorites, but the use of silk, or &t least the mention thereof in
the records, declined sharply. Calimanco, long connected with the
making of shoes, appeared occasionally as & materisl for ladies’ gowns,

tu.“ the last ten to f£ifteen years before the Revolution, there ia
snothor drop in the number of kinds of fabric in Westwmoreland, this
time to sbout sixteen, and there was & heavy reliance on linen and
Virginia cotton, The older types of fabric, like sagathy, shallon,
pilk, and ozembrigs still appear, but in greatly reduced quantities,
Mﬁ.utim another drop in the samount of materials imported. A nunber
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of political and economic reasons, which were discussed in Chilpter
11X, were fnvolved, and Archibald €. Ayletts probably espressed the
- feslings of many colonial Virginiane on this subject when in 1270
he ordered "2 pieces best India Nankeen. . . [ If the Duty on Sea
is taken.off ] " (his brackets). 5.

A survey of York County. Records raveals. several differences
in the fabrics used in the two counties. Westimoreland had s mumber
of materiala.not found in the York records consulted, : Among thess:
were humhumg, manchester; plush; thickset, and swanskin, On the other
hand,: just as many types wara found in York and not in Westmorelsod,
fncluding seersucker, morea, hammell, and corvoderry. .

York continued to have a wide variety of materiale long after
Westmorelend had begun to concentrate ‘'on cotton, linen, sand omenbrigs.
Far lesser amounts of these three fabrics weve found in York inventories.
This 18 especially true of calfco and of the grest sclection of linens
uged. in Westmoreland, only thrae or four of which appesr in York.

The inventory of two sisters in York County provides a glimpse
of the fabrics in use there in 1722, The Ives sisters, Elizabeth and
Alice, must bave been dressmskers for the amount of material they had
on ‘w-‘u fay beyond the average, even for colonial daye when nearly
avery home ;kcw: 8 store of yard goods. They had for exemple ome hundred
and ninety-three yards of striped stuff, sixty-nive yards of satin, and
fortyenine of mantus silk. But s detsiled faventory such as this one
gives more than the type of fabric used, It gives us a look at the
¢olors that wers popular. JIn the fb@y of silk, the sisters had hwzk
Norwich crepe, striped satin, and white sarsenet. . Their Parsian was -
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purple, black, and green. Satiu came in white, black’ and white, blue
and white, green and white, and cherry and white. Mantua silk was
listed in yellow, sky-colored, and striped. In the area of woolens,
blick shalloon, camblet, and scarlet camblet were noted, as was
cherry-colored and white drugget.5-

The Norton Papers caﬂffrm“théﬁﬁraviaﬁa'vtaﬁ as to the popularity
of 1inen, ozenbrigs, and cotton. Cheap woolens wvere ordered literally
by the hundreds of yards. ~Cottbn'ggndb end ‘especially calico werd'
requested in almost every order. Unlike the declifie in the use of
éilk,'nbéed‘tﬁ.ﬁéét@ﬂteihnﬁ;'&iiﬁ f#brlc cantinﬁéd-ﬁe‘bé‘dfdei&d‘in”
fétﬁiy‘i&rse amounts through 1774. But the chief value of the Norton
Papers lies in the dsscriptions giveo of the materials that werée ovdered.
nge; as in the Ives inventory, some of the kiunds and colors of the
various materisls can be learned.

in ‘the silk family, both alamode and crepe were ordered only
in black: TPersisn evideatly came in & wide variety of colors for
straw-coloved, sky blue, pink, white, and deep blue pieces were ordered.
Satin is mentioned as black’dgotted,_brishﬁ pink, blue, and green
striped, while Saxﬁenegfwéd~élsa'gfgén'atriﬁed'aa”&nli’a& gold and white.
Silk itself was usially ordered "flowered” while the favorite colors
for mantus silk were silver~grey and white. -

Calico was réquested in coral ground, black snd white £lowered,
white with & small blue runaing vine, and dark ground with "a small’
nest pattern the colour gay and lively."7 But almoét inevitably,
whenever calico was ordered, at least ome piece of pirple and white

was included, It was far and away the favorite color for this febric,
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at least as far as che,gggggg'nggggg reflect the taste of cuionial
Virginis. Chintsz, the next most yopular cotton fabric, aume tn dark
or 1ight grounﬂ as uetl as fisurad, copper platg. and mosnta sround‘
aegulnr cottan aan reqnestad in the sama cointa as the ab«vas especlially
datk gtaund, vhite ﬁlth flowers. and the ubxquitiouo vurpte and vhite.
Btoa¢¢1oth 1n aky, »ﬁoue, hrickdua:, ciat&t, und deep blue, aout&nued
to be the mo;: expenaiva of :he cot&ona ana waa ordared in 1a¢nar amounts ,

&4nen anq usuaily ordercd prtutad, eteher 1n blue or 9urpie,
thoush vccn#iﬂnalty ab&ched lanen wus 1isteﬁ. Holiamd vas biue or ved
atriped vhlte zhe chﬁaper cseubrisn caue iu black whita, hrown, and
i‘blue. The commaut nctached to one of thc letters in the m”_ggg'gggggg

statet thct Gemm;n aaeabrign and uot #asi&th was to be :ent, reflecting
a bel&eﬁ tn the uupaxtar qualtty 05 the farm@t.a

Amons tha waatn. aetga uuu ordered 1u shades of blue and black
“&nnd fearnaught, ncant uoolen used for outatde clocbtug, in grey.
lnut durgnt, a siazed, attong uno!en, wac tequested zn bxue. piok, white,
and black. | - o
) !arning to & survey aﬁ :he pricaa ana values af che matexisls
| ;6xa¢utce¢, nn appreﬁinble vutintions tu ptiae were fonad between
Hastmoralané ené Ybrk or betwaen aithat of these.and the Norton Papera.
The samc hulaa crue for a ;tme eampuxtsou fox the aver;ge prica of the
bmatn fabrics heid ateady f:om 1700 to i??&. That is, there was no
majar fluctuaeion xn the priceﬁ ox valuea of‘nateriai duting this time
| perzoﬁ. It te alao :tue thac neither the ¢ounty reaurda nor the Norton
~gggg~ shnw any :13& in ptices as che paltcteul sizustion grew more

' gense. the otdera of " 1?7& wate 3uat as routtna as those of 1768.
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Based on these three sources then, the average prices for some
of the main materials i{s givan below, These prices reflect the
range of quality available in each. For example holland was available
from one shilling to four shillings six pence in 1710 as well as in
1770. All prices are per yard., Broadcloth 3/6 to 10/; calice 1/6 to
5/; dowlas 1/3 to 3/6; garlix 1/2 to 1/6; holland 1/ to 4/6; linen
1/ to 3/; mslin 2/ to 4/; ozenbrige &4 to 2/; silk 2/ to $/; Virginia
cloth 1/2 to S/.

Linuymm;pay, oftan thought of as & basic esrly Awerican
fabric, was all but non-existent in the records consulted. 1In
Vestmoreland, the name appears only once. Linsey-woolsey was probably
used tn the frontier sreas, but by 1700 the frontier was already far
to the west of Westrorveland.

The word "stuff" occurs again and sgain in the county records.
This prosents an obvious difficulty in attempting to understand its
meaning. It can mean & type of worsted cloth; & wool, plain or
twilled. It cen aleo mean any fabric that has not yet been made up
into gavments. Beyond these two thare lies the pouibitity that the
assessors simply did not know the neme of & cervtain length of fnb.tic
and so called 1t “'stuff.” Thus it {s hard to say what stuff was, but
easy to say that it was widely used. WMot only were large quantities
of stuff kept on hand as yard goods, but slmost every type of garment
at one time or another was wade of ';am;tts“

In summary, & vast array of fabrics were in use in Westmoroland
County in the first three qusrters of the aighimm canwry; for in
all over one hundred and thivty differeant kinds of fabric were noted.
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Among those which appeared only occasionally were bombase, caddis,

crisp, dungear, shagreens, and tammy. Some materisls were the seme
as those we use today- flennel, seersucker, and dimity; while others.
wera complete "strangers'- ducape, cantaloons, and vermilion, The
inventories of the Lees and the other wellstordo families of the.
area contained great quantitfcs of materisl. But it is also true
that almost every inventory, down to the smallest, had at least a

few yards of seme fabric on hand.?



LR

2,

3.

4e

Se
6.
7.

8.

9.

Notes for Chapter V

The making of sheets, tublecloths, and other household linen
was also a home industry at this timo, and lengths of materisl
wore bought for this purpose as well as for clothes. FHowever,
en attempt has been made to limit this discussioen, as well

as the list at the end of this paper, to fabrics known to
have been used in the meking of clothing in Virginla.

Oreater guantities of Virginia cloth were found in the York
County Records 1700~1720 than in the Westmoreland records
covering the same period.

Mar. 30, 1714, Westmoreland Deeds and Wills, V, 271-273;

- Oet, 1, 1739, Weatmoreland Hecords and Inventordes, I, 218-219;

Aug. 30, 1763, ibid., IV, 191-191s; Aug. 23, 1761, ibid.,
147a-148, an

Andrew Burneby, Travels h the Middle Settlements in
North Anerica in the Yeare 1759 end 760 (lthaca, 1960, 15.

Order of Archibald Govan Ayletts, July 27, 1770, Norton Papers.
m. 15. ) ‘722; Y@!’k mm’ ﬁﬁnﬁ, ‘Qtiﬁo; m, 2?6"‘2?7.

Order of Nathaniel Burwell and of R. C. Nicholes, ss quoted in
dohn Morten & Sons, ed, Frances Mason, 146, 72-73,

Order of the Virginia Providence Newhunt Ce., May 16, 1771,
Horton Fapers.

Por a complete listing and description of the fabrics,
plesse see the sppendix. A0



APPENDIX
Part 1
A DICTIONARY OF PABRICS

This dfctionary ie composed of ‘materials found in the’
Westworelond and York County Recorxds. ' A nmuwber of fabrice weie
omitted because they were not normally used for clothing, fm: :
exsuple, duck, sheeting, and canvas. Another and larger group
of fabrics had to beé omitted becsuse no definitions of them were
evailable {n efithor fabric or genersl Mc:t;imriee. ‘thaua included
kusseh, cutgees, paniatm, and uhme. 4

Alamode (anmda). cm, 11ght and glosey silk, um&liy soft
© o and black.

Allopn (alopene). A mixed stuff of w«i md ﬂ.l& mw mohaiz- end
0 eottem. T

Baige, A woaely woven cotton. or woolen fabric in a plaid wewm
Ir. cm m aaud coloys, especially green.

Mﬁmﬁim {ballﬂim)‘ A vhite silk from Persia or '!futk«yy

namesble at:uff N l'iatwml fm Barnstable, nngxmd, & town fowous
' ; for woolen fabric.

Bearskin, « 4 shaggy kind of woolen cioth used especially for overcoats.

‘Bowmbase. A cotton f£fiber dressed for stuffing or padding garments;
cm;mmmt. or cotton m&:&nm

Bammuum A mnad or coxrded dm“ mautial, composed of silk
' and worsted; sometimes of cotton and worsted or of
mrﬂmﬁ alone. In bimk this mmrul vas. meh maﬁ
-for mourning.

Book ﬁxaltn. A ::hsn. vhite tmniiu for wm’s dmesee.

Bmﬁelat;h‘ . The stoutest and best of the cottons with many varieties.
The surface fecls fel&e&, moeh, and springy with &
shoxrt nep.

tmaﬂe . & 811k fabric with & pattern of retesed figures generslly
" 4n mloﬂ-
/ Buckram. Originally this was a fine linen or cotton fabric. Later
- ; .1t referred to & coarse linen or cloth stiffencd with gum
ﬁ" V“t@n

) mm«:: (!mr&et:, butéit:). A kind of t:ntmn fnb:ws ™ plaimwa‘ve
‘cotton calice.. :
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Caddis. A worsted lace, ribbon, or tape. Also a sturdy durable
twilled woolen. Also a worated fabric used by the Scotch
Bighhuduu.

Calico. 'A cotton first imvorced fm India md latnr umtae:ute&
o o znghm} zz 1a ummuy cninzful. " c

[

aaimtugo, ‘A glosey woolen, ribbed or pzai.u. A!.so 'y sumd zmn
wtth & yataem on m udm. , _ '

cubr:k: (embrtck)., ‘A plain wemu mff: cotton, or a fina umm
?brm ¢alendered with a slight luster on the
ace,

Camlot (cimbiet) ;' A fins' lightweight plain wsave fabric made with
C -~ 'luster wool end generally dyed bright red.

Camiétom (cm&eﬁine).i Aa imitation cm:ae or an mferint grade
S of camlet.

Gaxstalacu. A uoramd fabric wanufactured in the eighteenth century

ot 'in'¢he west of Enghnd It was used eapmiaily for
O wamn‘s ané Ghihiten s eloizhan. N

caneon mtt«m. ) A c.heay cotzon mma fm: iminaa md undemar. ;

&:ﬁgy. 8« muy

Checks. Any' checkeud mte:ial; zima ia, any material with & small
- check y#t:tam vovéa in ox’ priai:ed ont:e the cloch.

vt

cheni.na. A tufted cord used for fridges, em., a!.do a fabrie made
| wtth s ﬁ.ilmg ot thu cord.

mrrydcm An mm catzon nimﬂat tn gtnghm

Chints A(c;himg)‘ A caltcn wuh s minm pnt;um paiutad or pri.uud
" Cloth, A name’ gtwm in tlm woRt: geneuz sense to every. pumt fabric
woven, felted, or otherwise formed of any fiber. But when
used without qmliﬂu:ien oF’ contextual specification it

43 usually understood ta m g mxan fubrtc mch u is used
'ior mrtnz a@pnmx. P o ‘

cordumy (eorrodarxy). A kind af ¢e¢taa, thick ribbed cot:on.

Cotton, ' A fabric mde of the fibers of the cotton plant; gencmny
- lxghmtshz m& m«! owacuny i'ét amt ﬂocha.



Crepe (crape), A thin silk gauze, usually crimped.

Crisp. A fine British linen. 7This vas also the originsl term
fot crepa in Sngtm

cmuaf Any materisl aa‘inrad yunw or t!acoumé vn;h crocus,

nm.ﬂg Any fabric from amwus. umauy atuher a rich 811k or
© 7 a twilled linen,

Damagk. | A ailk stuff vith & reverse pittern on the huck. It is
' ‘ﬂMIn to &mﬁe 'hul; ﬂatta:. :

' Diaper. A linen fabric woven with s small and sizple pattern formed
ST by the different directions of the thread with reflections
" of light from its surface, and consisting of lines crossing
‘dismondswise with the apacas variously filled up by parallel
1ines, dots, etec.
Dimity. “ iighm&ghs sheer ﬁm&tam
Doxcas, A atﬂm msnn.

inm).,afa'.( A coarse linen,much meé 1a alxe ‘sixteenth md meneuth
S cenmrics, L'st.er a stmng mli.m mﬁe in mz:atim of this,

) Bzab. A thiel: mlen ﬁxngh of yeﬂw, dun. bm, or guy.

Drugget. ‘A English faebric woven wich & worsted warp &nd », woolen
ﬁlitna iﬁ t gium or M!kﬁ mva, or rtbbad. .

.m“‘éﬁ"' 5 fﬁ“s Wftv yiun wesamt sﬂk %eh a ribbe:d eﬁmm -
;‘Mfi@h. A mue wnalaﬁ Mving; a thinfﬁ nag or. £rieue.‘ s .
m%a&m A coma Meﬁar Inds.a munm o BRRRALS

; ,m:m: (durant:a}.f A xmng, ths.nk, a!mm wown mem:mal mleh
‘ cmr&m:img. Lo

bamy. A k!.nd of warse woicm ffomuy mfmwt& :lu ehu west:
o - of Eagimd. 1‘& is mnth&hmmmxdumy. R

;,&um. A lw«»tmnd wutntcd fabﬁc made of vather mgh oY
S goarge yarn with a two up, two down twill wam mu
fabm han . mp iibma am?ﬁma a!fec::.. 3

: xv&ﬁmtms (mang).; A ﬁnrd-wenr&ns molcn raaawling um.
- Aé:o 8’ wmr&bba& wool uaeﬂ ﬁor wamea'
! 8 ﬂ‘t ) ' Lo

oo



Faarncught, A stout kind of woolen cloth used especially for
outside clothing.

Pelt, é. cloth made of ‘matted. fi.bam of wtml, or ml and fur.

S‘erzit (fermt),. A stout: tape. mst cmmxly mmie of cutt:on. When
wmade of aill: tt waﬂ known: as It;auan ferrit,

' Flannel, A soft mlan clm:h o£ i.mm Cexture w!.th a a!:ightly
m;:pcd mwﬁuﬁe. "

Frige (frize hauana) . '.’i?he f#.nest: gm&e of Iineu made in !‘ti,ealmu!,
© - Holland, and :l.wpau;w into England in the
edghteenth mmry. -The fabriec was nade ope
quarter, one half, or one yatd wide; end wse
- not finished in any wey except bleached.

Pustian. A materfal with liuen warp and cotton weft. usually a
pr:l.nted £abric.

Galgee, ?mbab!y a sturdy typa of India cotton, for the word “galee"
ia an Indiaa term fot “a‘lmse" or "to take abusa "

Galloon, ' nib’bm of spun sm: thread, or gold and s&lvar tissue.
Also a dmb!.e 1&@.

Garltx (sarum. garlt:h A Geyman linen, after t:hc rmuxm town
- where 4t was made.

G'mti:’ing* fabric, Fébﬂc mede from another materisl by a process
of recovering fibers from hardwt:winted thread,
waste rags, ete.

Gauge. ;.?vgry thin cut:ton or si!k mﬂe at: l’ahlay, lngland, after
s - B . ‘s

Gauze cypmsa.. A ugha , ttmam:mc material resemmms’ ‘cobweb lawm
-or crepe, much used in mourning. Also dny material
smx::u-liae. The wrﬁ '*cyymaa ‘means dm:k grey.

am 311&, mz’nteﬂ. or: cotccn Wﬁ.ﬂ: wf.ﬁz a cord or wzm mmins
: thmgh 1¢€3 meﬁ for' ttimf.ng. ", s

Giushm; A eotttm fabria frm dyed yam, or:l.ginaliy fm :mtm
: Grs_wt:.:(sraut:tﬁ & cbeap wpolan tmff 0! a grey eolor..

Half-81i1k. The cmhination of ailk with .my other fabr&a, unpecun:y
e - 1linen or cotton.. ‘ l



Half-thicks. A fabric stimiler to washuhites, being white fn color
~ but thinner and lighter in weight. It wag also called
pressed kamy aud qmmawchtek;. -

Hamell. A domestic £abric; eny hmﬁn -mmrm.

Holland, A fine, plain weave linen imported from that country,
_- When unbleached it was called brown hailm

Homespun. . Cloth made of yarn spun at home; m; a ¢o¢ra$, lmly»
woven material . imttatmg thim

Rnuswifa‘t alm:h. A m&dle sort of limm cloth bet.wean ﬁm snd
cmrne, for family use. . .

‘i‘!nakaimck., A stout cotton or linan fabric with the ‘wefr threads
tbm aluemaealy up so am to form a mghmxfwm

Humhms .. A coarse India cotton cloth,

Incle. A braid tri@ng or & brosd linen tape.

Jiénk( A k:nd ‘of fustion; also a twilled cotton cloth,

Kendal. A type of green mlen cieeh. A"im the green color thereof,

m::sna {kant:an}. A kind of ﬁtm 1inen cxazh pmbqbly originally
made An Kent,

.zerigey. A coarse narrow c!.otb woven f£rom & long wool ‘and usually
" pibbed. It has a highly lnacmus nep. | .

‘Mﬂ:mgs See m’armung‘
tawn. A very fine linen, . N
Linen. A fobric ‘made fmm f£lax, also called Flasen.

m:e, A pletn weave cotton £abz:i¢ of good qnality yam; soft and
. lightwetight. L

'&ia#e?éim'at_sia;_ Cloth’ made of iinen and voclen yam, Cotton may be
L - uped inatead of lixen. Either stock is always the
_wa:-p, and anical fi%aera are a&mya the ftniusa
' ,I.inscy-mluie was & cloth of ‘&mn ‘conatruction,
coarse, and often high!.y calored. . It originated in
..., Mngland, and was originally called "ls.naay" after
" the town of m.tmey in Suaaea:. i o

f.'"’:

‘Lockrwﬁ \A caama, pla&a mma iiuen fahrie of mmmm qmucy.
arigi.muy mude in Prmce. N

L T
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Iustring (lutestring). & fine non-lustrous taffeta. Alse &
fine glossy warp-ribbed silk dresa fabrie.

Manchester. Various cotton goods produced in that eity.
Mantus oilk., A black or colered silk originally from Mantua,

Morseilles., A stiff cotton fabrie, aimilar to pique. Also
marseilles quilting,

Hecklenburgs. A woolan fabric made with colored silk floral
patterns on a ground of colored stripes,

¥Mpohair. Cloth made of angora wool.

Moree (moreen), An imitation of watering in inferior stuffs. Also
& stout woolen or woolen and cotton material either
plain or watered. Occasionally it was combined
with silk as in "eilk moreen.”

!maiin Any of a variety of cotton cloths ranging from Indian
muslin which was very fine, thin, and soft, to coarse,
heavy types of cotton goods.

Nankeen (Nankien). A Bengel muslin. Also a durable cotton fabric,

Honesoprétty. A type of tape or ribbon. The name comes from a
type of sweet william called Nancy Pretty. Originally
nonssopretty was probably fringed or decorated
with tiny flowers, bul in the eighteanth century
the name seems to have been applied to any
eapecially proetty and dainty tape or ribbon.

‘%anbriga {Oznebrigs)}. A cosrse linen from Osnaburg. Also later
a plain, strong cotton.

Paduasoy. A strong corded or gross-grain fabric from Padua,
Jtaly. It was also a narroy silk ribben,

Parisnet. The prefix YParis" was simply added to the name of
anything manufactured in that city; in this ease,
Parin net.

Patent. A kind of finlsh. It can spply to velvet, yarn, cotton,
or flannel,

Peeling. A kind of satin,
Pemistone. A kind of coarse woolen.

Persian. A thin plain silk, fine and lightweight. It usually
came in large floral patterns. '



Plains. A kind of £flannel. Also a term uged in Great Britain for
heavily sized solid-colored cotton fabrics.

Plush. A kind of cloth of silk, cotton, wool, or other material
having a nap longer and softer than that of velvet.

Pompadour ground fabric. Material with a small printed or woven
floral effect in soft shades; used mostly
on silk fabrics and vibbons. The name
spplied especially to prints of crimson
or pink shade.

Poplin. A mixed woven fabric consisting of & silk warp and worsted
weft, and haviang a corded surface. Xt was often called
Ysilk poplin.”

Prime. A merino wool used for clothing.

Rolls. A bleached linen of medium quality made in Great Britain.

Romals. A silk or cotton square or handkerchief. Also a thin silk
or cotton fabyric with a handkerchief pattern.

Bussel. A kind of woolen fabric used for articles of attire.

Russet. A pure worsted fabric made in England in the 13th century.

Russia. A coarse iinen or hempen textile.

Russia diaper. A term used in England Sor diaper fabric made of
‘1inen with a double diamond pattern larger tham that
in Irish diaper.

Sagathy. A slight woolen stuff; a kind of serge.

Sarsenet. A very fine #oft silk made both plain and twilled in &
variety of colors. '

Satin. A silk with & glazed surface first made in Englend after
1685, It 18 amooth and generally lustrous, with & thick close
textire, '

Sstinisco. A low quality satin used for lining.

Sattenet. A very thin éstin. Also a term used in England for strong
cotton fabric made in & satin weave and napped on the back;
an imitation satin,

Scotch cloth. A textile fabric resexbling lawn but cheaper. It was
said to have been made of nettie fiber. Alsoc any
material made in Scotland,
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Séersucker, - An India cotton. |
Selesias. A linen cloth originally made in Selesia, a province of
‘ Prussia. Also a twilled cotton fabric used for dress
‘1linings. ‘ ' o o
Serge (sarge). A twilled ﬁoueeﬁ ’ct sm:t!;en‘ fabric,

Sergedenin, A worated fabrm mwde ia Eaghnd in the eigh:eenah
century.,

Shag (shagg). A wool and £lex mﬁxwu used in England. Also sny
S nimgsy cloth., for examplc "Wﬁteﬁ shag.“

Shagreen. auk used for linings. Mgm a uud cotton in imitation
of h‘ﬁhﬁ?‘.

Shalloon. A tugt:t. ughmxght mtm.
Shef (S!u;ffi&k#}ﬁ Any fabric from Shsfﬁeld, &ngund.
Shenell. See t‘.hanxne,

Shrewsburg plains. Any paterisl made in that city. They sleo produced
white and bmmiatmmd t:luend

Silk. czom nade from t:he fine, strong, quma fiber produced by
: certain caterpillars (silkworms). -

Sunail. A fine tﬂmins wpmmtzeiy mm chenille.

Btuff. A textile of common mox, plain or twilled. Also & fabric

~ which has not yet been made into garments. Also a fabric
of any kind, sometimes specifically s worstered,

Svanskin. A closely woven flannel.

Tabby. A watered silk, Also an old British temm for fabric wade with
a plain or taffeta weave, ususlly with & moire or striped
t’inuh, ‘Also a plain weave worsted fabric such as woreen,

Tatfets. A crup, lustrous, plain fabric figured or printed;

‘ changeable and moire effects were popular. It was formerly
caucd uttaty.

Tmrina ?rubably a kind ni‘ mzen ‘cloth.

Teamny, A fine worsted dress fabric often %fah 8 glased uuwu It
' was aleo called wm “and camie.

Tani. A broadcloth made t.n China. Also a two-ply silk yarn.
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Tanners wool, fabric made of. Any material made of pulled wool;
P IR R -that is, wool from the pelts of dead
sheep, It wvae camidem mfars.ar,
| -‘:'harah, an& ﬂag. R
Tartan. A kind af mlcn c!.ath wmn m awipes of variovs colnrﬂ
crossing at right angles so as to form & reguler pattem.
The name is also applied w ﬁlk amli m:her iax»rms hwiug
aaMtar pattem., B
Thickset, IL Strong corduroy wit:h thnt::. I:hiak yiia Mk nmlt &u
Gmnc: 3r$.tu$.a mﬁ us:d Em: wrk aiathaa,

Mekm A strong, c:l@iely wven £abri¢ in plan, eiwil.leé, or am:in

“‘vﬁn‘ _ . A . o X

mckuntmra. A coarde fabm nade of 1inen mixed with cotton. Nawed
, . asfmr 3 tmm in Gemmy. ’

’ru:kay gme‘ A tem md Sn Greu ﬁrtt;sin for 3&@4& fabric
‘generally made with floral im:ée on gauze 3mnd
fwi.th plsi.mweawa botder:.

%ivgtettm A mctm veivat ottan madq m rt.bba& efﬁeet or prwcu!.
ot ﬁau&lly mde wida :

Vaiyaa. A 811k fahrtc i'swina a t:bi.c!. ‘soft’ pﬂa af short erect chmau.
R Man a umﬂu fab:ie wﬂ:i\ & coet;ou or linen back.

'4{-'

Vmuma. A aznmiy woven clnth mwg a fine t:wiued mwﬁmeg used
Y oag & mi.tmg and: dress :nat;m:‘.{a!.v

wmum Originally & fine saulet mx. L@éar a ébtten ¢1¢:ﬁ
’ dyed maz-let. a ,

?&rginic cioth,. Gﬂgmuy s azosrae, inexpemiva fadbric made in
' colonial Virginia of hemp or flax, usually mixed with
‘cotton. Later any fabric, especially cotton or linem,
- made in Virginia, aad pm:m:ms a m; v;lac md

*qncl:lt:y tmse.w S

ﬁuiwhitéa. One of the bu: gmﬁea o£ iumy, whita in colam It
‘ ' u nw uuae mimera' . ;
ﬂeich cottom, - a. fm ﬂmi 3memuy %mrﬁ uwm; or a tww%y
mn flanml mde witb moieu or aox:wn warp.

%ai. !!amxs.ax mde ﬁrm tm mﬁt. curm Wﬂm qf ahenpg.

worscad. A wcolm i‘abru or stuff made from mlhmﬂm& ‘yarm, spun
of langwmpte ml. cmhad t.xs luy m fibexn parnnal.



APPERDIX
Part 1I-A

The following women's wardrobes, taken from the
Westmoreland County Records, have been chosen to give a
general view, and range from exsmples of the wardrobes owned
by the very wealthy to minimum wardrobes owned by the poorer
lagies of Westmorelard.

1. Inventory of the Estate of Thomas Sorrell
Records and Inventories Volume I, page h2a-hh
December 16, 1726

* @ L]

To 1t Womans Gold Lace hatt 15

To 1 Viomans Suite of Cloaths of Cotton Satien
Iyn'd wth Silk

Stuftf

To of
of half Silk
of
of

t DO
To 1 DO
To t DP fine half Silk
To 1 DO black Crape

1 Womans Double Gown

To 1 Homans Callico riding Gown 8
To 1 DO Satten for a Womsn 18
To a Suit of Womens Cloaths cut out of India Persian L

To 3 prS Womens Wash Gloves 158 IP p 1 p* Mittens. . . Ak
To 2 p¥ black Silk Gloves 10

P

T T
Ut

To

To 2 small Girdles at 1s 1 Sarsenett hoods 5s 6
To 1 black hood 58 to Indle handkerchief 8
To 2 8ilk D° 6
To 5 Suite of head linen at 5/ Each 1 5
To 2 pF Sleeves & 2 handkerchiefs 5
To 2 Muslin Aprons 8/ 1 D° Hood 3/ 11
To 5 aprons @ 4/ per 1 3/4 black ribbon. . . 1 2
To 2 pine 18d, 4 fans @ 2/ 2 IP-beddices 5/ 8
To 3 prS womas Shoes @ 3/ per pair 9
To 2 pr woosted Stockine, 1 pr Thread Do 7
To 1 Double Gown of Callico 35/

1 Gallimanco DO 85/ 10
To 1 Linen Mantua Gown 15/, 2 flaxen Petticoats 10/ 5
To 1 old Crape Gown & Petticoat 2/6

1 old Gound Callice 1/ 3
To 1 Callico GCown & Petticoat 20/ . 1
To 1 Silk bonnett 2/ 1 ps tape, 1 p3 Nonsopretty 2

9

- )

Total B 33.
93
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2. Inventory of the Estate of Charles Ashton
Records and Inventories Volume 1, page 10a-~1la
September 30, 1724

L L] L]

To 1 8ilk stuff Gown & petticoat

To 1 Callico Riding Cown

To 1 Callico Gown & Petticoat

To 1 8ilk Petticoat

To 1 Stamp't Linnen Pettlcoat

To 1 Swanskin wastcoat

To 1 pt of Scarlett Stockens

To 1 p¥f of Lac'd Shoes

To 2 holland jumps & 1 D° Petticoat

To 3 fine ¥White Linnen aprons

To head Linen & Ruffells

To 3 black hoods 1 old 4°

To 2 3/‘& y'dﬂ of Ribbon . . .

To 2 womens girdles

To 1 Silk Gause handkercheif's Silk Muzlind:

To 2 fans

To 6 Linnen Aprons

To 5 y48 of Ribbon

To 3 5ilk laces 1 amber Necklace 3 smnll necklaces

To 1 callico Gown & Petticoat

To 1 Stamp't Linnen Petticoat

To 1 thread Sattin Gown & Petticoats

Lin'd with Silk

To 2 fustian Petticoats 1 D° jump

To & pt of Paragon Boddiss & Stomicher

To 1 old Gown & Petticoat

To 1 p¥ of old Lac'd Shoes

To 9 women Shifts

To 2 Long, Muzlin aprons 1 Short d© lac'd

To 3 double handkercheifs 2 Single d® 2 pv¥
of Linen Glove 2 49 Stomechers

To 5 yards of Ribbon

To 4 y92 of Ribbon

To 3 y98 of Ditto |

To 1 p¥' of Gloves 1 p¥ of Mittens

To 2 Masques

To 1 Lact'd hatt 1 pF¥ of Leathr Mitt?

To 1 Silk Muzlin handkercheif

To & 3/l, yrd of Bone Lace

To 1 powder box 1 &t of pins

To 1 Sattin Mantle Lin'd with callico

To 1 Sattin handkercheif

e o @

Total E

-

L
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Pl vovwel
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3. Inventory of the Estate of ¥Mrs. Elizabeth Stonehouse
Records and Inventories Volume 1, page 278a-279
March 3, 1742 '

To 2% yards of Brown Linen

o + 8 womal® Hatt 6/

To a quilted Silk Petticoat 7/6 and a old hood 69

To a Gound and Petticoat

To 1 D° old check apron 8% and 14 yards of Check Linen

To 1 D° 10/ 1 Check apron 99 and a Striped Holland
potticoat 7/6

To 10 womens caps 5/ & 1 pillow case and Napkin

To 3 old white aprons 6/ 1 D% new 3/

To 3 Double handkerchiefs white

To 1 old Shift 94 an old 1° 1/ and a I? 5/ and
a D° new 10/

To 1 old Cap and a pr of Pocketts 2d

To 1 old fan 29 old pair pocketts 2d DO Stockings 2d

To 1 old Duroy Gound 3/ 1 old Mantle and old pr
Stays 2/2

To 1 womans Jaccoat & 2 old petticoats

e o o2 PT womens ﬁtoﬁkingﬁ 3/6

To a p* womens Shoes 1/3d a pr of do 24

To a Small parcel Cotton three old Gloves

» & o

To 1 pair Gold Bobbs 12/104 and an Iren Chain

Total

t

6
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- L) O
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L. Inventory of the Estate of Frances lrace

5.

Records and Inventiories Volume 2, page 22a-~23a
Aprid 6, 1747

To a Tamey Gound & Petecote

To 1 womans Short Cloak

To 1 Virginia Cloath gound & a Tamey Quilted Coat
To 1 Apron 3 hank® some old Stockings

To 1 Shef Gound & Petecoat

To 1 Stampt® linen gound & petecosat

To a parcel of Shifts aprons & other linens

To some old wooling Cloths

To 1 Womans Hat

To 1 pT womans wosted stockings & a faun [f an]
To 2 linen handkerchifs & 1 Silk Do

To a pr of Bpecticles a Kussey & thimble

To a parcel of Head Cloaths

Total

Inventory of the Estate of Katherine Bonam

B

6

Deeds and ¥ills Book 5 page LL2-443 Recorded June 3, 1715

[ ]

A gound & petty coat old

2 very old gownds & petty coats

A 5orry gown & petty coat old

A pY of Bodies Stomacher & Westcoat

e & @

2 pP WY growest @ silk lace. . .

A gold ring

3 dimity Vests & aprons a p¥ of Stockins
Caps & other lining trunk all old

A muslin apron sum head cleoaths & severall
other lirg. things

Total -3

SO CO00

c}

15
1%
8

10
G2
17
12

10

o0 OOOQ

o
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6. Inventory of the Estate of Adam Weaver
Records and Inventories Volume 5, page 158161
August 28, 1T '

» ¥ »

To 1 Virginia stript Cloth Gown 10/.
To 1 D% 10/, To 1 D2 12/,

To 1 Viomans Hatt 5/, To {1 Quilted Petticost
1L/. To 1 01d red Cloak 8/.

To 1 Virginia Cloth Peticost 8/. To V¥ DR 5/.
To 3 Shifts 15/, )

To a parcel of 0ld Cloths 2/6 To 2 Aprons
& 1 Mantle 10/,

To 1 Zﬁgm Hzndkemheir 4/. To 3 Linnen

To 1 Ribband and 1 Lace 1/, To a parcel of

caps 6/.

To 1 Apron, 1 Peticoat, & 1 Jackett

Total b

7. Inventory of the Estate of Elizabeth Creed
Records and Inventories Volume 1, page 176a~177
May 3, 1737

To ong Callico Gound & pedicoate

To one Canan Gound & Calliminise pedicoate

To one old Gound and pedicoats and one pair
of Bodesles

To a parcel of old clothes a black hood and
twe pair of Stockens

To a remnant ¢f honey Comb Cloath Some
thread a remn® of tape

To one old Blew Coate two Silk handireffs

Total t

W Ooo O O 00
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12

17

12
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8. Inventory of the “atate of Frances Johnston
Records and Inventories Volume 1, page 278a
February 7, 1742

*« ® @

To 3 p© of Womens Stockings 5/ 1 wom® Cloak 0 13
To 4 Check aprons 2 pr pocketes 1 pr Jumps o 3 6
To 1 Gound ant Petticoat o 10 ¢}
To 2 petty Costs and 1 Gound o 12 6
To a parcel of Head Linnen o 18 0
e Total ® 2 1 ©
9. Inventory of the Estate of Alice Grant
Records and Inventories Volume 1, page 140a~141
To 2 yd® Check Linen @ 204 3y
To 1 Black hatt at 5/ 5
To 1 pare womans Stockine € 2 6
To a Sagethy Gown and petty Cote 1l 5

Total B 1 15 10

10, Inventory of the Estate of Ann Hall
Records and Inventories Volume 2, page 166a
August 8, 1751

To 1 511k & Cotton Gown 10/ To 1 Tartan DO 16/ 1 6 0

To 1 Virginia Cloth DO & Coat 12/ To 1 Blue

Quilted Coat 3 old Blue Cloak 1 old hatt 3/ 0O 15 0

To a Parcell of Sun. [Suhdry?] wearing Cloths 16/ 16

* ¢ &

To 1 p¥ of old Shoes 8 8
Total 8 2 17 8

11, Inventory of the Estate of Frances Carter
{ An example of valuing an estate in pounds of tobacco.)
Deeds and Wills Volume 3, page 431 August 1, 1706

L ] [ L] R ?

To 4 striped handkerchiefs 80
i’a.a. Parcel of linen fine & course 3000
To a Parcel of woolen Cloath 3000
i’a.B'pr of ghoes énd & small p'cell of silk 200

Total 6280 1bs.
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APPENDIX
Part II.B
Representative entries from the accounts of the Sherman

and the Sorrell estates, showing the kind of material and
information which c¢an be gained from these accounis:

William Sherman: An account of Uoods brought and made use of
absolutely necessary for the decedth children and family.

Tob
1733 To 4 798 dowlase at 16 P yd 224
To 13 yds Rusia Linen @ 71b P yd 10
To 2% yds fins wide Linnen at W60
Po h# yard Seasuckers at gglb P yd 160
To 5 yards Callico at 32 PP pd +160
To 1 Pair womens worsted Stockings 40
To 1 Pair DO Gloves .16
To 1 fan @ . o2k
Po 5 y48 fine Callico @ 36 FF yd 480
To 2 pair woS wopsted GStockings @ 36 P pr W72
To two pair Small Yarn Do at 15 '

2% yards Kersey 93

To 20 yards Virginia Cloath @ 20 P yd 500

Records snd Inventories Vol. 1, p. 230a

Mr William Sherman Estate , v
{Goods & services necessary for children and family since
his death.) ' , ;

To 3 p* womens Shoes 9/ 1 pair Clogs 3/

To 1 p¥ D© 2/6 1 p* Thread Stockings 2/9

To 2 pr worstead DO 1/9 A

To 2 pair White Gloves 2/ 2 ps Necklace 14d

To 1 pair Studs Set in Silver 1/6 1 p¥
_brass d° 24

Taeyarda Lece 4/ 2 pen knife 94

To 1 fan 1/ 2 Cotton handkerchief 2/

To two Silk laces 1/ 1 Straw hatt 2/2

To 16 y948 Irish Holland @ 26/8

To 2 pair wo: Shoes 5/ 2h yds Dowlsce 2/6
To 1 Scarlett Cloak 10/6:-

To 1 pair wo: worstead Stockings 1/9
Wharton Randell, Guardian

Records and Inventories, Volums 1, page 239 Sept. 1, 1740

-b
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Estate of Thomas Sorrell Account: (debt against since death)

To Paid Margl Shaw for weaving 41 yards of Cloath
for you at 31 1b Tob p yd.

To two pair Womens shoes @ 4/6 [P pair

To 1 pair Womens Gloves

e *» @

To 1 pair Womens Stript Silken Sbgpn @

To paid M* Richard Jackson for 2 Laced hatt
for Mrs. Betty Sorrell Cash

To two pair Womens Shoes for Betty and Winneg
Sorrell @ 4/6 P pair

e & o

Records and Inventories Volume 1, page 218-219.
October 1736-October 1739

123 Tob
9 0
1
4 é
18
9 0
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APPENDIX
Part II-C

The following is a paraphrase of the most important
items to be found in the asccount of the estate of Mr. Richard
Watts~ that is the articles bought for the two orphan girls
Anne end Mary Watts. The account was kept by Andrew Monroe.
Records and Inventories Volume 2, page 199a-204a
June 24, 1752

The mogt imporiant articles of elothing tought for the two
girls were:

101

1749
Dee. 25, 1 pr. callimancoe shoes 1 pr. leather ditto 13
Making two gowns 6
1l pr. stays 1 12
1 cherriderry Gown 1 18
7 yde. of lace 2 5 6

1749/50 Feb,
Faid to a Shoemaker 150 pounds of Tobacco

18
11

March, 1 pr. stays 2 pr. callimanco shoes
Paid for quilting a coat
4 yds. Dove Colored Silk

1750 1 pr. silk shoes had of My, Hanson
2 stay hooks

Jm. - *
Paid for Gown making 1 5
1 pr. necklace, 13 yds. ribbon, 7 yds. o

Do. all had of Mr. Pasley 225 Tobacco

1 gold ring ]
1 maesk
Paid for gown making
Paid for knitting

1750 May 30
1 pr. Superfine stays
43 yds. garlix
1 suit of head clothes & sheffels & handkexs
1 whale bone hoop petticoat
1 pr. gold bobs with stones
1 silk gquilted petticoat
1m.mwkmghwa
1 best ivory fan 2m pins
1 velvet bonnet
1 pr. superfine gold buttons Bristol stones
21 pr. stone buttons set in silver
5 yds. superfine lace
1 best velvet cloak
1 pr. women's black gloves
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2 pr. women's calf shoes 5/ 1 pr. Do. white"

heeled last
1 pr. silk shoes 2 pr. callimanco Do,
1 pr. black shammy Do. 1 pr. Spanish
A leather Do.
1 velvet bomnet
1 pr. kid gloves 2/3

1750 3ﬁm .

Dac.

1 pr. women's silk hose 1 pr. calf shoes

2 pr. women's best worsted stockings
2 necklaces

Paid for a fan 3/2

2 painted boxes

2 gowns
1 pr. red heele shoes 1l pr. gloves

Jan. 1751/2

FQh-Sy
Mareh 5

1 woman'e hair hat .
2 m. worsted stockings
1 fine linen handkerchief

2 pr. black lace shoes 1 pr. Morocco DS,

1 furred hat & band 1 plain

Paid Wm. Robson for making stays 185 Tobacco

1752 April 7

July

August

Paid for quilting

2 pr. women's best thread stockings
1 pr. calimanco shoes

7 pr. plaid hose 13/

1 woman's scarlet closk

1 necklace 2 yds. ribuon

1 € Superfine necklace

Paid for gown making

1 cane hoop 1 cloak

4 eotton handkerchiefs

1 pr. yarn stockings 2 yds. eallico

1 pr. silver buckles with Bristol stones
1 silk handierchief . ‘
1 pr. women's callimanco shoes

1 pr. Tabby stays

1 pr. silk stockings

2 pr. cilf shoes 1 pr. Spanish do.
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1 pr. silk shoes 1l flowered underpetticoat 1 15 9

2 pr. calf shoes 1 pr. silk Do. 1 2

2 suits head cloths 11 6 7

1 hoop petticoat 1 pr. "sizaras® 12 10

1 pr. stone sleeve buttons set in silver 6

Felt hat 1 pr. worsted stockings 8

1 woman's scarlet saddle silver lace & silver fringe

& coat & 18,18 18 18

Oct.8 & pr. women's stockings 16

2 Pre. thread Do. 17

L pr. half handed gloves 12

Paid to Charles Jones for 2 petticoats 15

11 pr. plaid stockings

1 felt hat _

2 pr. necklaces 2 10

1 pr. silk shoes 12 6

1 pr. wash gloves

1752, . t pr. calf shoes 5/ 5
2 necklaces
2 pr. thread stockings

The types of material and fabric bought during the period
for Amnne and Hary were:

fine calice, fine chince, shallon, silk, white liren,
brown linen, dowlas, green plains, wrapper, ozenbrigs, blue
frige, plaid, cambrick, Indis dimity, cotton, allepean, muslin,
tammy, demask, red calimanco, garliz, China taffety, flowered
lawn, fine holland, scarlet shalloon, plain lawn, brocade,
lustring, scarlet camblet, narrow check, wide check, plains,
black velvet, buckram, princess linen, white calico, kersey,
druget, swanskin, Irish linen, Irish holland, fearnothing,
and half-thicks.

Types of ribbons and laces bought were: silk laces,
white tape, nonsopretiy, gold ribbon, hood lace, gauze ribbon,
figured ribbon, black ribbon, white ribbon, silver ribbon, and
superfine lace,

-Thie is just a summary of what was bought for Anne and
Mary Watts, and is not complete by any means. The totsal
amount spent during the peried December 1749 and December
1752 vas & 580,3.4. This did not include the viluwe of the
tobacco given in trade for goods and services, UNeither did
it include food, schooling, or household items,

5
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APPENDIX

Part II-D

Representative examples of the willing of clothing
and materials, &8s they were found in the YWestmoreland County
Recerds, are given below.

1. The willing of clothing to daughters.

Will of Elizabeth Tucker
Deeds and Wills Volume 7, p. 110-112 BRecorded Qot. 1722

", . JItem I give bequeath and devise to my daughter Martha -
Tucker. . .2 shift an apron a jump musling handkercheif & & -
primer. Item I give to my daughter Mary Woodward my black
gown & pettecoat my new primer and best shift, Item I give
to my daughter Sarah Minor my black hood. Item I give to nmy
daughter Rebecca Tucker my dimity wastceat, stuff petticoat,
and callico apren. . . ." o ‘

' 2. The willing of clothing to close relatives.

Will of Frances Wiggington _
Deeds and Wills Volume 8, p. 199 April 25, 1733

", . JItem I give to my Cousin Barara Davies. . .two Suits of
Cloths and twe Shifts, and two paire of Shoes & two paire of
Stockens., ITtem I give to my Cousin Elizabeth Canaday one Black
Suit of Cloths and a Gould Ring., Item I give to my Cousin
Frances Davies One Gound and peticote, And one Gound and Peticote
to my Cousin Ann Davies. Item I Glve to Ann Banister. . .

one Suite of Clothes, two Shifts and one palr of Shoes and
Stockens. Item I (ive to my Godson Thomas Martin one Gould
Ring and & new Bible. Ytem I Give Cervard Davies[ ] cone
Gould Ring., Item I Glve to ye Negro Boy Thomas belonging

to my daughter Dlizth Wright a Suit of Cloths. . . .®

Will of Marthe Rust :
Deeds and Wills Volume 10, page 124-126 May 28, 1745

" o JItem I give to my cosen Mary Cox one muslin apron cne

flour [flowered | handkerfer one Black hud one yard of Ribben,

two yards of fine linnen one small piece of Calugo one black

‘hat one pair of Gloves one pair of Gold bobs one pair of

silver clasps and ons Gold ring and one stud and my Celugo

Gound. Item I give to Mary Hall all the rest of my wearing spparel,
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3. The willing of clothes to friends,

Will of Ann Hall
Deeds and Wills Volume 11, p. 281 April 17, 1757

", . JJtem I give unto Ann Crummit my blue Cloak & blue
Quilted petticoste and check apron, old wearing Hatt,

Item 1 give unto Elizabeth Minir !iiimr r| daughter of John
Minor, ocns Silkk & Gotton Gown., Item I give unto John Muses
two daughters Ann Muse & Elizabeth Muse a Country (Cloath
Gown & a Tartan Gown & a bluc Shalloon petticoat Equally
diﬁdﬁdo o @ o“

h. The willing of clothing and materials to housekeeper
( Clothing was also occasionally willed to glaves and
indentured servants.)

Will of William Mills : |
Deeds and Wills Volume 13 FPage 137 March 28, 1758

", , .Item I give and bequeath unto Faster Elliott my
house Keeper. . .all the linen maid and unmaid all the
cotton maid and unmaid and all the Wolen made and
unmaid, . . L®



APPERDIX
Part I8
The York County Records

1. Inventory of Eligabeth and Alice Ives
Orders, Wills, Etec., Book 16 Page 276-277 Harch 15, 1722

6 pr. women's fine silk hose 10/ 3

2 pr, ditte beaded 8/ 16 0
7 pr. ditto 7/ 2 9 0
2 pr. wom's slippers 4/6 9

1 worked waiscoat & 1 do cap 2 10 0
2 stomachers 4/ 8

10 ps. of silver snd gold lLaces for shoes 15

2 women's fanns 1

2 pr. Women's clogge 4/ 8

1 Wom® Quilted Coat 9

5 autaa ‘RightClotha 5

3 Muslin hoods one old Silk Do. 7

3 Muslin Handkerchiefs and 7 38ilk Do 12

4 Muslin Aprons 17

2 linen Ditto

L pr. Ruffles

2 lace mobbs

3 plain Do & 5 Hightcaps

7 Shifts 1

1 pr. thread Mittens ‘2 Wash leather Do
3 pr. Kid Gloves

2 old fans

2 pr, Holland Sleeves with ruffles

3 Quilted Scull Caps 9 half Caps

3 Waistcoats 1 Stomacher

2 pr., Shoes 1 pr. Clogs

t Gown and pettycoat Ash Colour

1 Crepe Gown & black petticoat

1t Stripe Sattin gown & blk petticoat
1 5ilk Gown

1 Stripe Camlet gown

2 Quilted Coats

1 red Stuff petticost

1 knit petticoat

2 pr. Stays

1 pr. worsted and 8 pr. old hesa

2 black Silk hoods ‘

1 furbelow Scarf old

2 Short 8ilk Aprons

o s 9

P -

b b
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1 woman's hat 0 2 [ 107
1 scarlett cloak and velvet hood 2
1 Camlet cloak & hood i

CO
OO

2, Inventory of Henry Dyer
Orders, Wills, Etc. Book 14 Jamuary 15, 1710 p. 67-68

o o @ .
To 1 Stuff Gown; Callico Petticoat and Apraing 1/ 5/--

To'l p of bodys 2 silk gowns 1/ 10/w
To 1 new Stuff petticoat & 1 Damous Gown

& parcell of old fring 1/ /-
To 1 old Gown & Petticoat 1 head dress ,

& Sleeves and a Strip Muglin Apraing 1/ wwfoe
To. « «2 0old hoods a handkersher
To 3 old seikells ° 3 jds, Damous o/ 15/~

3. Will of James Orlando
Orgira;?’félm, Fte. Book 15, pages 529-523 Made November
“dy

legacys given to his Daughter as followeth

1 New Stuff sute womens Cloaths 1 old Callico DO 1 Sattin
sute not made 1 flannell 1 Virginia Cotton petticoat 1
Riding gound a parcell of Lace for a petticoat 1 hatt

Shift. . .2 pr womans shoes 1 pr Silk Stocikings 1 p¥ Cotton
Do 2 Muzlin aprons 2 sutes Huffles 2 Gauge handkerchiefs
1 sute of head Cloaths 1 Silk lace a pcell Ribbon one silver
Chain 1 small box Containing 4 Geld Rings 1 Silver thimble
& g' in portugal money & Trunk Containing the above
articles to the value of 8 . 7. 9. . « .7



APFENDIX

Part IleF

Exampls of the descriptions of clothing that can be found
in the advertisement for "run-away" servants in the Virginia

Gagette,

Hunter, May 2, 1751.(3:2) :

"Ran away from the Subscribers, [Robert Vaule and John
Elliott] 1living in Westmoreland County. . .s white Servant
Woman. . .Sarah Wilimore, alise Willmott, about Twenty-threa
Years of Ages . . .had on when she went away, a dark colour'd
old Camblet Gown, much stain'd with Tar, a blue quilted
Coat 1lin'd with Yellow, and a pretty goed furr *6. Hat: 'Tise
likely she may change her Apparel, having stole an Ash
colour'd Camblet Gown, tied at the Sleeves with blue Ribbons,
a purple colour'd Callice Gown, a white Dimity under Coat
work'd round the Bottom, and & Thunder and Lightning, alias
German Serge Coat, trimm'd with black Glass Buttons; with
many other things too tedious here to mention. . . ."

P.D. May 6, 1773 (312) Advertisement of w.tlliam Black of
King and Queen County .

nShe [Sarah, age 22] carried with' her several Changes
of Apparel, among which are remembered a red & white Calico
Jacket & Petticoat, a white Holland and blue Flains Ditto, a
red Flannel Petticoab, a purple Cloth Cloak, a black furred
Hat, with a Gold Band, Button, and Loop, & black Silk Hat,
several white Linen Shifts and Aprons, . . .a Pair of English
made Leather Shoes, and several Pairs of Thread, Cotton, and
Worsted Stoekings, with a small red Leather Trunk. . . ."

Example of the orders of William Beverly
New York Public Library Lettors and Aecounts 1730-48

Invoigce of things for Elizebeth Beverley Virg® Nov. 21, 1741

a pt of white tabby stays
& head dress (if fashionable) & everything suitable or a mobb
&c 1f head dresses are not wore.

a get of knots~ 3 bone hoop coatw

a wvelvet hood.

a8 girdle. . .

a gentile suit of flowered Silk Cloaths or what is fashionsble
(but neither red nor Blue because she has those colours
already) to cost sbout & 12,

a quilted petticoat

a cheap plain Riding habit



APPENDIX
Part 11-G
This is an exzample of the orders gent through the Norton
Company. Included below are only those articles pertinent
to the subject under consideration.

Invoice of John Claytom  August 24, 1770

109

1, yds Purple & white printed Linen @ 2/
1 Peice white callicos @ 2/

# peice Long Lawn. . .

& purple whiie Linen handkerchiefs

s red and white Csmb: Handkerchiefs BC
to MO

wom: Calf Skin pumps size small
wom: black everlasting DO sige
wom: black Calf Skin pumpe eize 5 BC
DR green leather same size BC
DO black cverlasting same size BC
DO white Sattin came size BC
ﬁ“ black Callimanco sise 6 AC
- [® Calve skin size 5 MO
i}“ black Everlasting seme size MC
small
99 Calfekin aiaeASv Lie [sie}]

wom: large white mrst.ad Hmse
‘DP white thread Hose '

Woms fine cotton Hose Bﬂ

2}9 thread Hose BC

ﬁam: small white Kig Gloves 170

lw & white Linnen handierchiefs fa:» L7¢
Gheap Hat for Ditto '
‘ pr wWou Tabby Stays acco to measure
Pr. Wom: turned Stays asec® to [messure]
wom: Large black fashible Bonnet with %ringa
wom: fashb® black velvet hood laced
wom: black silk bonnet BC
Lots plain fashionable Ribbon BC
French wax Necklace & Earrings BC
vory Stick fan in a case BC ’
shionable Breast flower BC
ards {ine Catgut BC '
Narrow black Ribon BC
Esm'b BC Black velvet Ridbon  BC
nd lace ‘Girls cap, Handkerchief, Ruffles & Tucker HC
Sette of Fashionable Ribben HC
her pearl Necklace & Farrings 7 Strand HC

“
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APPENDIX

Part 11-H
110
From the Poet's Corner, P.D. June L, 1772 41

Advise to Country Ladies against the intreduction
of london Fashions among them,

Fraught with each Fashlon in its highest Taste,
The Milliners from Town return in Haste,

The Young, the 0ld, the Homely and the Fair,

To Mrs. Modely's Shop in Crowds repalr,

Vers'd in th' jmportant Articles of Dress,

She ne'er despair'd of meeting with Success.
Flirtilla turns each Box with Transport o'er,
Then cries, this Suit of Linen I adore!

But come, dear Modely, prithee show us more.

I hear you've brought the sweetest Fashions down,
Pray tell us what is chiefly worn in Town?

Why, Ladies, I belleve you'll all agree

That none has more Variety than me,

Pray did you ever see a better lLace?

This Head dress, Mem, would much become your Face,
Look at these Earrings , at this Necklace too;

I think I never saw @o fine a Blue,

Here are grest Cholce indeed, Darinda said,
Hodely, I'1l take these Ruffles and the Head.

I find they make their Clokes extremely short,
And pink'd all over; what a pretty thought!

These Hats too, I supposs, came lately down?
Yes, Mem, no other Sort is worn in Town,

I was at the Rehearsal, Mem, and there

Saw how the Ladies dress'd and wore their Halr,
To Ranelagh two Nights I likewise went,

To mind the Fashions was my chief Intent;

And I assure you, Ladies, I brought down

What was most worn by Quality in Town.

The Ladies with & Smile her Taste approv'd,
While G'er each Box their Fyes with Transport rov'd.
Flowers, Fgrets, lappets, Ruffles, charm their Sight,
And each new Object adds to their Delight,

In short, each Purse of its Contents was eas'd,
And both the Parties mutually were pleas'd. « « o
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