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ABSTRACT

St. George Tucker (1752-1827) saw the incompatibllity
of chattel slavery with the ideals of liberty and equality
for which the American Revolution was fought. He was cautious,
however, about extending immediate freedom and equality to
&ll slaves, because he had a jurist's respect for the sanctity
of property and because he shared the racial prejudleces and
fears of most late eighteenth-~century white Virginlans.
Thus, Tucker devised a scheme for the gradual abolition of
slavery in Virginia. It was presented to the state legisla-
ture, but was rejected due to the prevailing foreces of racial
prejudice and economic self-interest.

Tuekey continued to advocate the emancipation of slaves
throughout hils life. He expanded his earlier abolition pro-
pogal to Include & scheme for the colonization of free Negroes
in the territories of the United States, because he felt
this would promote emancipstionism. The colonization proposal
wae wnique. By the 1820s moat scuthern antislavery advocates
were endorsing Afriean colonization as a means to keep the
Unlted States a white man's countrye.

Tuocker'ts antislavery theories were liberal when compared
with his contemporaries, bub, in practice, Tucker was recon-
ciled to the existence of slavery. He was a slaveowner who
believed in humanitarian treatment for his glaves, but he did
net hegitate to punish or sell them when hils convenience was
at stake. Moreover, as a jJudge, Tucker did not use his
rublic office to effectively remedy the terrible condition of
glaves in Virginia. Regarding slaves as pieces of personal
property, his decisloens did not foster easy emancipation.

The complexities of antlslavery advocacy in Jeffersonian
Virginia are evident in the life of St. George Tucker. Tucker
was a prejudlced southern slisveholder. In spite of this, he
sineerely hoped for the abolition of slavery in Virginia and

e rest of the United States.
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ST. GEORGE TUCKER AND THE COMPLEXITIES
OF ANTISLAVERY ADVOCACY IN JEFFERSONIAN VIRGINIA



CHAPTER 1
THE MAN. AND HIS ENVIRONMENT

Pogssessing & high degree of intellectual curiosity,
St. George Tucker was not timid in his willingness to put
Ahls-thoughts on paper, and the institution of slavery in
late eighteenth-century Virginia did not escape his learned

1 -As a lawyer, author, jJjudge, and

analysls or eondemnation.
head of & Virginia household, Tucker was aware that chattel
slavery touched every aspect of his life, as it did the lives
of most'Virginians.'but, unlike most Virginians, he hoped to
see slavery abolished.

Born in Bermuda in 1752, Tucker gpent his youth on
that 1sland, but was later sent to Virginia to be educated
at the College of William and Mary. A law practice in
Virginia eventually led to greater legal responsibilities.
Tucker became a Judge of the General Court of Virginia, s
Jjudge of the Supreme Court oif Appeals of Virginia, and
finally a federal judge of the District Court for his sdopted

state., He further enhanced his legal reputation by succeeding

ISee St. George Tucker, Noteboocks, I-X and unnumbered,
Tucker~Coleman Collection, Swem Library of the College of
William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia, passim. Hereafter
the collection will be cited as T-C Mss. These notebooks
gshow Tuocker to be an amateur astronomer, poet, engineer, and
accountant, besides being a professional jurist.
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Ceorge Wythe as professor of law at the College of William

and Mary and by editing an American edition of Willlam

Blackstone's Commentaries on the Laws 6f”ﬁng1ahd.2

Many Americans also knew Tucker as the author of

numerous pamphlets on important public issues. A Disserta-

tion on SlavexzivW1ﬁh a”?roposal for the Gradual Abolition

of It In the State of Virginia3 was one such publication.

It contained an outline of the history of slavery in Virginia,
Tucker's opinions on chattel servitude, and a conservative
plan for an end to that heinous institution. In 1796
Tucker's plan was presented to the Virginia General Assembly,
but was unsuccessful in rousing the legislators to eradicate
chattel slavery. Although Tucker never convinced a signif-
ficant number of his fellow Virginians to adopt his way of
thinking, he remained faithful to his plan throughout his
1life and eventually expanded it to include a schemes for
settling free Negroes within the territories of the United

States.

. ®Mary Haldene Coleman, St. George Tucker: Citizen of

No Mean City (Richmond, 1938); "Tucker, St. George," Diction-
ary of American Blioagyraphy, eds. Allen Johnson and Dumgas Malone
(Vew York, 1o46), XIX, 38-=39. A short sutobilographical sketch
containing the poiunts in his life which Tucker thought most
inportant can be found in St. George Tucker to Richard Rush,
Oct. 31, 1813, T~C Mss. Charles T. Cullen ("St. George Tucker
and Taw in Virginia, 1772-1804" [unpublished Ph. D. disgsertaticn,
University of Virginia, 1971]) has studied Tucker's early
accomplishments in the field of law and has also provided an
insight into the jurist's personal and professional reputations.

3(Philadelphia, 1796). Hereafter, all citatlons to
Tucker'®s proposal will refer te this edition, wnless other-
wise stated, and the edition will be cited as Digsertation.




Tucker advocated kindlier treatment for slaves and
gradual emancipationism even though he was himself & slave—!
holder. Because he resided in Williamsburg, Tucker's turban®
experience made him most famlliar with the care, maintenance,
and direction of domestic servants. He wes, however, the
operator of four plantatlions, each the property of his two
wives by their prsviocus marriages. Blzarre, Matoax, and
Rosnoke plantations were turned over to Tucker's stepchnildren
when they came of age.“ but he continued to share in the super-
vision of Corrotoman plantation with Joseph Cabell, ﬁis‘
son-in-law, and Charles Csrter, hils stepson.>

Tucker never manumitted his slaves. He never joined
an orgenized antislavery socilety. He was not activist in
the sense that he continuously propagandized the evils of
slavery or the benefits of abolition; his public appeals
on these topics were sporadlic. Nevertheless, he was a
comnitted emancipationist, one of the most sincere southern
entislavery advocates of the Jeffersonian era.

Devotion to a cause may be measured by more than deeds
alone. All entislavery advocates need not be extremists.

If activism and extremism are the only legitimate character-
igtics of commitment, then very few Southerners of the post-

revolutionary period would fit into the antislavery category.

i
Goleman, Ste G@orge Tucker. 97. These stepchildren
were the children of Joikn Rendolph and Frances Riand Rendolph,
whe became Tucker'is first wife.

STucker acquired Corrotoman when he married Iells Skip-
with Carter, widow of Geecrge Carter.



In the 19703, it is too easy to expect social ccnscience to
quash all other factors in a racial issue. It is ahistoriec
to expect the same in elghteenth-century Virginia, where
most of the economic, political, soclal, and intellectusl
Influences were deepening the ties between slaves and masters.
Certaln influences of that era were conducive to an
egalitarian outlook. ReligiouS'groups,'particularly-
Quakers, Methodlists, and Baptists, argued that the equality
of all men before God should have been mirrored in an earthly
brotherhood of men,’6 but these Christian arguments were less
important in postrevolutionary Virginie than was the natural
rights philosophy of the Enlightenment, whiech had been
popularized as the foundation of the Revolution 1tself.’
White Americans were consclious of the inconsistency between
the continuation of Negro slavery and their own desire for
independence from tyrannous Britain. Having defended the
natural rights of liberty and equality in the Declaration
of Independence, the new nation wes aware that it was being
put to the test of establishing a democratic government
baged on the high ideals which had supported its own protest

against colonial bondage. Therefore, Enlightenment liberals

. 6Mary Stoughton Il.ocke, &nti-@lavery 1n America fram
the Introduction of African Siaves to the Prohibition of the
STave Trade (i.010-1808) (Boston, 100L), Zi-45;.Winthrop
Jaréan, White cover BRlack: American Attitudes toward the Negro,

1550-1812 (Chapel HLiil, 1968), 179~215.

7David Brion Davis discusses European natural law thought
and 1ts effect on prerevolutionary antislavery thinking in
Ehg £§°b1@m of Slavery in Western Culture (Ithacae, 1966),
:2- SQ




of both the North and South condemned chattel slavery and
called for its abolition.8 A movement for more humane
treatment of slaves also developed. Humaniterianism fostered
a paternal, benevolent interest in ending the worst miseries
of chattel slavery, including harsh punishments, intolerable
living conditicns, and, most of all, the brutal slave trade.9
Strongly influenced by the full range of this philosophical
movement, St. George Tucker based most of hls eantislavery
arguments on just such enlightened reasoning.

In spite of these philosophical and religious assump-
tions of the equality of all men, the Negroes' physical
appearance acted as a reminder that there were differences
between whites and blacks. Comparative anatomy provided a
selentific basis for these differences. In the case of the
Negro, anatomical varlations from accepted patternz of
white beauty were taken as indications of inherent inferior-
ity. The popular concept of the Chain of Beilng, the hiler-
archical ranking of the objects of the universe from nmost
superior to most inferior, provided a convenient means of
oxrdering these differences. By ranking the Negro between
the ape and the white man, the Chain of Being helped to
repudiate the idea of a brotherhocod of men. Antislavery

advocates countered with Biblicael arguments that all men were

8Locke. Ahﬁi«éiééégg, 46633 Jcrdan, White oever Black,

9iﬁiéa, 365-368. David Brion Davis discusses the
philosophy behind this benevolence in Problem of Slavery,
348, 360-361, 375-376, 378-380, 410-41T, 433,




descendants of Adam and Eve and, therefore, were of one
species; physlical differences were explalned away as prodﬁcts
of environmental differences. Many abollitionists were
confident that, given freedom and the opportunity te share
in the benefits of the American continent, the Negroes would
lose what appeared to be their innately inferior character-
igtics, that is, their skin color and 1ow,manta11ty.1o The
majority of whites, however, continued to feel distaste for
the concept of brotherhood with men who were black. This
distaste surfaced in a fear of racial amalgamatlon, a fear
of the degradation of civilized, white society by sexual
intermixture with a darkskinned, libidincus, and savage race.
The differences between blacks and whites were too visible;
real equality seemed impossible;ll
A belief in the rightness of the natural rights doctrine
combined wlth a belief in the inferiority of the Negro race
to foster a wldespread fear of slave rebellions. The doctrine
of natural rights was a "contagious" philosophy, claiming
livberty and equality for all, and Virginians were afrald
that Negroes would attempt to achieve theilr freedom by doing
violence to whites. Few lerge-scale slave revolts occurred
during this perliod; most Negro unrest was limited to running
away and individual acts of poisoning, arson, or physical

violence. The revqlts which did occur, however, kept alive

1%50rdan, White over Black, 482-509, 513-517, 525-530.

111p1d., 512-513.



the tension of impending dangers: physical, by vengeful
nurders against white owners; sexual, by Negro men asserting
their libidinous spirits on white women; and social, by the
inversion of the power of whites over Negroes to that of
Negroes over whites. The revolts in Santo Domingo in 1790
and Henrico County, Virginia, in 1800, provoked fears which
weakened abolition sentiment and tightened restrictions upon
slaves and free Negroes. The resulting tension caused mest
white Virginians to assume that the two races could live
together peacefully only under a system of enforced slavery.lz
By the late eighteenth century such a system was already
in effect in Virginla. WNegroes were considered to be slaves
uwnless they could prove their free status. As the property
of a particular master, a Negro was dependent upon that
master for sustenance and privileges, and minor offeinses by
Negroes on plantations or in private households were subject
to punishment by the slaveowner, either by the use cf the
whip, the loss of privileges, or, if serlicus enough, by sale
and transportation away from the slave's family and friends.
Major offenses against soclety, such as murder, rebbery, or
consplracy to revolt, were handled by speclal courts, which
recognized the inferior legal status of blacks to whites.
The courts of Virginia sought to enforce this status by rre-

venting Negroes from testifylng against whites and by sub-

121131(1M 380-414 Jemes Curtis Ballagh, A Histoxy of
Slavsry “in Virginia (Baltimore, 1902), 89-90, See Herbert
Aptheker, American Negro Slave Revelts (New York, 1943),
b1-k5, 87-89, 219-223, and passim, rfor fuller accounts of
s8lave discontent and the general fear of slave revolts.




jecting them to harsher punishments than whites for similar
crimes, The ¢ode of justice divided whites from blacks and
wag devised to protect whites from blacks. White violence
done to blacks was usually punished, but never as severely
or as decisively as was Negro violence to whites,l3
The courts were not the only public agenclies which

carried out the dictates of white Virginia to enforce slavery.
The Virginls legisieture, primarily composed of planters
who depended on slavery for thelr sourees of income and high
styles of living, was reluctant to do anything which would
endanger the institution of slavery. Instead, as Robert
MeColley states, it di1d much to expand the plantation gystem:

In opposing a policy of fostering manu-

factures, in seeking new foreign markets

for the planters! staples, eand in securing

new territories for the spreading of

plantation socliety, the rulers of Virginisas

demonstrated their contentment Hlth their own

econonic and social situation.

In 1782, enthused by the spirit of the revolutionary

doctrine of natural rights, the legislature passed an act

enabling individual slaveholders to manumit their slaves

1330b@rt MeColley, Slavery and Jeffersonian Virginia
(Urbana, 1964), 64-66, 937 See also Ballagh, History of
Siavery, 83-88, 102-114, i24-125; and Aptheker, American
Negro Siave Bevaits, 53m6

lnMcCclley. Slaverv and Jeffarsoni&n Vir inia 37, 52-
53. See also Jordan, White over Black, 316=~321: William
Sumner Jenkins, Pro=-Slavery Thought in the 01ld South (Chapel
Biil, 1935), 48-65; and Aptheker, American Negro siave Revolts,

70~71 786




without prior leglslative approval.l5 From 1782 to 1806,
private manumissions were populer, but this early enthusiasm
on the part of the legislators was short-lived. By 1806,
the szliave rebellions in Haiti and Henrico County had alarmed
the whites of Virginia about the growing number of free
Negrces in their state-- Negrees who could spread their lust
for freedom to the larger, enslaved black popunlation. In
response to these fears, the General Assembly passed a law
which required ail freed Negroes to leave Virginia within
one year of the date of their manumission.lé Although the

Jaw of 1782 was not repealied, the number of menumissions

declined drestically. Anxiety over the free black popuiation

was coupled with a growing acceptance of the benefits, eco-

10

nomic and sccial, which slavery brought to Virginiats soeietyel?

By 1806, the belief in liberty and equality for all had

been subnerged by self-lnterest. A tightening of slave cocdes

further marked this change in sentiment. The rights to
aggenmdble, to carry arme, and to travel freely were just some
cf the eivil liberties which were curtailed to keep the

slsves subservient.l8

35William Waller Hening, ed., The Statutes at large
Baing,a Collection of A1l the Taws of Virginia, from the
First Session of the Reg*slaﬁnre in the Year 1610 (Ricnmond,
18237, XI, 39.

1p3a.,, xvI, 252.

1750hn H. Russell, The Free Negro in Virginia. 1619-
1865 {Baltimore, 1913), 83-84, 75-82.

isﬁ@Coliey, Slavery and Jeffersoniéﬂ'ﬁiféiﬁié; 101-105.




Freedom from slavery d4id not end this diseriminatory
{reatment. Free blacks suffered under similar clvil restric-
tions, due to similar social prejudices. Furthermors,
Virginians, as well as other Amerlcans, hoped to prevent the
essimilation of free blacks into their soclety by the depor-
tation of these unwanted individuals to the Caribbean,
Africa, or the territories of the United States. The Negro
colonization mowment grew in populaxity as the gquestions
of race and prejudice began to outweigh the prinelpies of
the Declaration of-Independence.l9

In theory, then, Virginia's statesmen believed that
glavery was an evil which should have been eliminated. In
practice, however, racism and economic self-interest prevented
the spread of emanclpation as the "glamor of the revolution-
ery doctrines" waned.20 This conserv&tive reaction,
particularly characteristiec of the South, did not totally
destroy antislavery sentiment. The North was not alone in
its crusade for the emancipation of slaves. In the South,
perticularly in Virginia, verylng degrees of antislavery
sdvocacy lasted through the beginning of the nineteenth century.

Argumente against slavery were plentiful. Pointing to

.. 1%ugse1a, “Free Negro in Vtrginia, 65-74 Jordan, White
cver Black, 551—555, 5h0=569; H. N. Sherwood, ."Farly Negro
Dep@rtaticn Projects,"” Mississippl Valley Historlecal Review,
II {(¥ar. 1916), 486~50?. Tocke, Ant;»ﬁiavery, 162-1973;
Ballegh, History of Slavery, 145.

20U1rich B. Philiips, Americaa Negro Slavery (New. York,
1929), 131; MeColley, SlavexyAsnd Jeffersonian Virzinia,.
138; Jordan, White over Black, 50i-582; (lement Eaton, Free-
dom of Thought in the 0ld South (nurkam, 1940), 27-28; and
Aptheker, Americen Negro Sisve Revolis, 371=-372.
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the horrible treatment of Negroes from the time they were
captured in Africa through their lifelong enslavement in
America, advocates of emancipation did more than show the
inconsistency of slavery with the spirit of Christianity
and the doctrine of natural rights. They lnsisted that
gslavery subverted the power o¢f employer to warker and,
therefore, encouraged white despotism. 2Furthermore, it was
argued that slavery retarded the industriousness of white
iabor, depreclated the value of land due to pooxr agricultural
techniques, discouraged the arts and sciences by stifling
free intellectual inguiry, and poorly distributed the wealth
to be galned from American s011.21
Individuals who were concerned over the injustices of
gslavery eventually orgeanized to bring about the eradication
of chattel servitude in the United States. The flrst steps
toward emancipation were taken on the state level, dve to
the weaknesses of the Confederation governmentozz Abolition
societies were most effective in the northern states, where
graedual emeancipation laws were popular means of ending

slaveryOZB Antislavery organizations were weaker, but still

21These arguments are svmmarized in locke, AntioSIavety,

5458,
221p1d4., 625 Jordan, White over Black, 343.

23Gradua1 enancipation acts were passed in Rhode Island
(1784), Connecticut (1784), New York (1799), and New Jersey
(1804)., Immediate emancipation was brought about in Masgsa-
chusetts (1783), Vermont (1777), end New York (1817). .Arthur
Zilversnit, The First Emancipation: The Abolition of Slavery in
the North (Chiuago, 1667), 100-229, See also. Locke, Anti-siavery,
80-91, 128; Dwight Towell Dumond, Antislaverv: The Crusa&e for
Fr@edwm in America (Ann Arbor, 19617 46-50; and Jordan, Wnite
over Biack, 345-340,




active, in Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia, where their
efforts were most successfully employed in encouraging
voluntary manumissions.z4 While oriticism of slavery was
acceptable and widespread in these "middle" states. anti-
slavery sentiment began to decline there in the 1790s. The

rejection of St. George Tucker's ﬁisééftéfiéh oﬁMSIavery by

the Virginia legislature in 1796 exemplified this reversal
of opinion.25 Other areas of the United States remained
relatively free from organlzed antislavery abtivity. Georgla
end South Careclina (followed by the states which were later
added to the Deep South) did not even pass laws to facllltate
voeluntary manumissions.26

In 1794 the local societies organized themselves into
the Americen Convention for Promoting the Abolition of
Slavery and Improving the Condition of the African Race, in
order to pursue the cause of abolition on the national level.
As Torumg for national debate over this issue became avall-
able, the gocietlies strove to obtain congressional limitation
of the African slave trade, as well as the falr and humane
treatment of slaves already in Ameriba. By appeals to reason
and conscience, by memorials, petitions, and court cases,
aebolitionist organizations attempted to bring about their
desired program on both national and state levels .27 Although,

2h1p1a., 343, 348; Locke, Antl-Slavery, 74-75,

25Ibid., 129; Jordan, White ovefuBlaék, 348,
26

271p1d., 101-107; Dumond, Antislavery, 53-58.

Ibid., 343, 346: Locke, Anti-Slavery, 122, 130.

13
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by 1798, all the states had passad leglislation prohibiting
the importation of slaves from Africa, evaslion of these laws
was so common that congressional action appeared to be the
only way to effectively stop the foreign slave trade.
Organized antislavery groups prodded the national legislature
to action. Congressional prohibition of the African slave
trade became a reality in 1808, although prohibition of the
domestic slave trade was rejected due to southern fears that
it would lead to universal emancipation.z8

Besides control over the slave trade, Congress had few
delegated powers.which would enable it to deal with slévery
in the states. Thé territories were under congressional
control, however, so special abolitionist efforts were aimed
at trying to limlt slavery in those areas. Through the
beginning of the nineteenth century, such efforts were most
often unsuccessful. Slavery was prohibited in the Norxrthwest
Territory in 1787, but from then on all discussions of the
expansien of slavery inte the territories led to the defeat
of the antislavery forces. Kentucky, Tennessee, most of the
ILouigisna Territory, and the District of Columbiz were left
open te slaveholders, at the same time the western territories
were belng considered, but rejected, as colonles for free
blacks.2?

By 1808, orgenized abolition efforts had begun to

‘‘‘‘‘‘ .

281p1d., 81-86; locke, Anti-Slavery, 135-154.

BRI

291pid., 158-163.




decline. Having salved thelr consclences wlth the prohibition
of the Africsn slave trade, Southerners reexamined their
former 1liberality and decided in favor of retalning the
institution of slavery. Northerners, belleving that it was
impractical to interfere with southern slavery, were
gatisfied to have ended that instltution in thelr own area .30
Antislavery energies in the North end South began to be
channelled into a new movement, the colonization of freed
blacks. By 1816, local groups hed agaln organized into a
national movement, this time to transport free Negroes out-
side of the United States, particularly to Africa.>T A
variety of sentiments were expressed in this desire to remove
blecks from America. There were feelings of raclsm, the
desire to rid Ameriee of inferior beings who might otherwise
mix wiﬁh the eatablished, civilized, white culture and, by
deing so, taint it. But there were also nobler ends. Many
advoca%es of colonization believed that an effective plan for
the déporﬁaﬁion of Negroes was & necessary first step toward
total emancipation. Taking into account the prejudices and
fears of white Americans, advocates of colonization reasoned
that by eliminating the major cause of these fears (free

blacks) complete abolition would eventually result.3?

301p14., 109.
M

P. Jo. Staudenraus, Tﬁe African Colonlzation Movement

1816-1865 (lew York, 1961), 12-22; Dumond, Antisiavery, 12 5 ~-132.

32Both positive and negative attitudes toward colonize-
tlon were expressed by antislavery advocates. See Allce
Dana Adams, The Neglected Period of Anti-Slavery in America
(1808-1831) (Boston, 1908), 199- =207 o

15
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In this way colonization was a descendant of earller antil-
slavery efforts. In another way it was a perve?sion of the
cause, By acknowledging the racist feelings of slaveholders
and nonglaveholders alike, the movement practically guaranteed
the continuation of Negro slavery until white fears were
extinguished. By doing so, it undermined the rights of
libverty and equality for blacks on American soil.

St. George Tucker's earliest antislavery writings
glorified gradual abolitionism; his last words on the subject
spelled out a plan for the colonization of free Negroes. 1In
each case, Tucker was responding to the intellectual and
social currents which predominated in his soclety and, in
each case, Tucker provided one of the most liberal southern
soluticng to the problem. While most early southern anti-
slavery advocates became more conservative as racial preju-
dices and economic self-interest drove them te postpone
abolition in favor of African colonization, Tucker remained
loyal to the principles of natural rights and humenitarianism.
However, Tucker cannot be unconditionally pralilsed for his
persistence. His seemingly liberal point of view must be
juxtaposed with his ownership of slaves, pis plan for gradual.
not lmmediate, sbolitionism, his moderate-conservative jJjudl- |
cial rulings, and hls personal prejudices against all blacks.
The complexity of St. George Tucker's relationship to the
system of slavery can only be understoed in the context of
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries when.
chattel slavery was an acceptable institution to the large

me joxrity of Virginians.



CHAPTER II
TUCKER'S IDEAS ON SLAVERY AND ITS ABOLITION

In late eighteenth-century Virginia, the decision to be
pro or antislavery ﬁasva-personal one. Each Virginian
weighed the cruelties of slavery with the benefits it brought
him and his society. Each slaveowner decided for himself
whether he would manumit his sleves or bequeath them to his
helrs. Like many of hls fellow Virginians, St. George Tucker
enalyzed the deblits and credits of slavery and decided that
it should be abolished, but he realized that rellance on
individval menumnlission was not an effective means for the
abolition of such & widespread and all too profitable
institution. Therefore, he hoped to take the decision-
making process out of the hands of the individual end to put
1t into the hands of the state legislature. By the time of
his death, in 1827, the General Assembly of Virginia had
taken a position on the emancipation of slaves, but it was
not in accordance with Tucker's antislafery wishes.

Certain facets of Tucker's environment, personality, and
position in society influesnced him more than others in his
rersonal analysis of Virginia's system of slavery. The
principles of natursl lew expressed during the American

Revolution, the knowledge he acquired from his legal training,
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and the examples of practical emancipation in Pennsylvania
and the New England states, inspired Tucker to volce his
protest against slavery and to work for its abolition. At
the same time, an ever-present fear of slave rebellions and
the deeply-embedded prejudices of his era tended to make him
cautious in his plans for accompiishing the eradication ¢f

slavery.

In his Dissertatidh'on Siavéry, Tucker elucidated the

dilemmé which slavery imposed upon the newly independent
Americens. While fighting for thelr freedom from an external
power, white Americans had failed to expunge the internal
tyranny which they were imposing on the black population:

'Whilst America hath been the land of promise

to Europeans, and thelr descendants, it hath

been the vale of death to millions of the

wretched sons of Africa. The general light of
liberty, which hath here shone with unrivalled
lustre on the former, hath yielded no comfort

to the latter, but to them hath proved a

villar of darkness, whilst it hath conducted

the former to the most enviable state of

human existence. Whilst we were offering

hesatombs upon her altars; whilst we swore
irreconcileable [gsic] hostility to her enemies,

and hurled defiance in thelr faces; whilst we
adjured the God of Heosts to witness our reso=-

lution to live free, or die, and imprecated

curses on their heads whe refused to unite

with uws in establishing the empires of

freedom; we were imposing on our fellew men,

who differ in complexion from us, a slavery,

ten thousand times more cruel than the utmost
extremity of those grievances and oppressionsg,|

ef which we complained. Such are the inconsisteneies
of human nature;...such the partlal system of moral-
ity which confines rights and injuries, to pare
ticular complexions.

1Tuaker, Dlsééftétiaﬁ, 9-10.




The unalienable rights guaranteed to men by the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution were denied to slaves.
To remedy this situation, Tucker called for a patriotic effort
to restore these rights or else Americans would be ngelf
convicted” for having defiled the purlty of thelr cause.
That they had not "loosed [the slaves'] chains and broken
their fetters" at the time of the Revolution could only be
excused 1f the defenders of liberty vembrace[d] the first
moment of constitutional health and vigour, to effectuate
so desirable an objeCt."z

To help bring about this desirable objective, Tucker
searched for emancipation precedents which would a2id him in
the creation of an abolitior scheme applicable to Virginlat's
‘society, He studied the Pennsylvania and Connecticut bllls
for the gradval abolition of slaveryB and carried on
extensive correspondences on the subject of northern eman-
cipation with Zephaniah Swift, a congressman from Connecticut,“
and Jeremy Belknap of the Massachusetts Historlecal Socie%y.5

In a letter to Belknap, Tucker wrote:

21pad.., 11.

3Iv1d., 82-83.
Hrpid., 12-14.

53eremy Belknap (1744-1798) was a Congregational
ninister, who wrote the History of New Hampshire and Ameri-
carnt Biography. Hls interest in the preservation of his=-
torical items caused him to form the Massachusetts Historical
Society with a group of his friends. "Belknap, Jeremy," DAB,
eds. Johnson and Malone, II, 147. B
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Having observed, with much pleasure, that
slavery has been wholly exterminated from

the lMassachusetts; and being impressed

wlth an idea, that 1t once had existence
there, I have cherished a hope that we may,
from the example of our slster state, learn
what methods are most likely to succeed in é
reroving the same evil from among ourselves.

From early 1795 through the middle of 1797, Tucker
corresponded with the members of the Massachusetts Historicel
Society on the subject of slavery. By providing Tucker with
an outlet for the expression of his own ideas on slavery end
erancipation, the members of the soclety did him a great
gervice. It wag to the Massachusetts Historical Socliety
that Tucker flrst presented the ideas which were later

incorporated into his Dissertation on Slavery. He spoke of

Virginiats laws, her prejudlices, the problems behind the
inelusion of Negroes into free society, and his ineclination
toward gradual emancipationism. In many ways, the letters
written to the soclety in'17957 were important first drafts
¢f the ideas which Tucker would soon make public. The soclety
also provided Tucker wlth additional ldess over which to pon-
der. Acknowledging his dependence upon the opinions of the
learned men within the society, Tucker confided to Belknap,

6St. George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Jan. 24, 1795,
"Queries Respecting the Slavery and Emancipation of Negroes
in Massachusetts, Proposed by the Hon. Judge Tucker of
Virginia, and Answered by Rev. Dr. Belknap," Massachusetts
gigtcrical Society Collections, lst Ser. (Boston, 1795), IV,

92. '

7St. George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, June 29, 1795,
"Queries relating to Slavery in Massachusetts,v Belknap Pspers,
1T, Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, 5th Ser.
(Boston, 1877), III, 405-412; St. George Tucker to Jeremy
Belknap, Nov. 27, 1795, ibid., 417-423,
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"] am elmost resolved to publish something vpon the subject
[or slavery]; but before I do it would give me pleasure to
hear your own, Mr. Suliivan's; or any other of your friends*
gsentiments upon the su.'bject."8 The replies Tucker receilved
contained many ideas which were later included in his

Disséftaéiona

The condition of Negro servitude in Massachusetts
provided few similarities with Negro slavery in Virginia.
The smaller proportion of Negroes, the liberal laws, and the
synpathetic public opinion in Massachusetts were in vivid
contrast to Virginla's situation, but there were many agpects
of the problem which were appiicable to both states. For
instance, Belknap and Sullivan reinforced Tucker's predls-
vosition to worry ebout the effect of freedom upon people
raised under slavery. When asked about the condition of
emancipated blacks in Massachusetts, Belknap admitted that

unless liberty be reckoned a compensation
for many inconveniences and hardships, the
former condition of most of them was prefer-
able to the present....Some are industrious
and prudent, and a few have acquired property:
but too many are improvident and indolent,
though a subsistence for labouring people 1is
here very easlly obtained. Having been
educated in famllies where they had not

been used to provide for themselves in
youth, they know nct how to do it in age.
Having been accustomed to a plentiful and
even luxurious mode of living, in the

houses of their masters, they are uncomfort-
able in their present situation. They often

: 8Ibid., 42. Tucker was referring to James Sullivan
(L744-T808), first president of the Massachusetts Historical
Society. "Sulllvan, James," DAB, eds. Johnson and Malone,
XVITII, 190-191.



suffer by damp, unwholesome lodgings, because

they are uneble to pay the rent of better,

iggezgzg.gre subject to many infirmities and
Iawlessness and starvatlion were also conceivable problems,
even if the Negroes of Virginla were permitted to emigrate.
Tucker quoted Sullivan in his Dissef%ation on Siaverz "We
have in history but one plicture of such and enterprize [g;_g_]
[the migration of a multitude of enslaved peoplé]: and there
we see it was necessary, not only to open the sea, by a
miracle, for them to pass, but more necessary to close it
again, in order to prevent their return. 10

The soclial relationship of Negroes and whites in

Magsachusetts offered a more encouraging preview of what
Virginia might expect once emancipation had been started.
Massachusetts was not totally free of prejudice, for there
were still "!sequ of pride, envy, tyranny, and scorn, 1in
this garden of peace, liberty and equality,'"ll but Bélknap
assured Tucker that he was '"not sensible of any want of
harmony in general between persons of different colours,

merely on account of that difference."l2 Nevertheless, this

harmony did not mean a high rate of intermarriage. Moreover,

9Jeremy Belknap to St. George Tucker, Apr. 21, 1795,
Mass. Hist. Soc. Coll., 1lst Ser., IV, 206.

loJamea Sulliven to Jeremy Belknap, July 30, 1795,
Belknap Papsrs, II, 433; Tueker, Dissertation, 79.

llJeremy Belknap to St. George Tucker, Apr. 21, 1795,
Mags. Hist. Soc. Coll., 1lst Ser., IV, 210.

121v34., 209.
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Belknap explained that there was "no percegtible difference
between the general, moral, or soclal conduct of emancipated
persons, or their descendants," and whites; "Tt is neither
birth nor colour, but education and hablt, which form the
humen charaeter."13 With information sueh ag this, Tucker
could more esslly place his feith in the abclition of
8lavery, for he had some hope that, with proper controls,
Virginia‘is society could continue to run harmoniously.

Confidence in harmonious race relations was certalnly
preferable to a fear of glave rebellions, a fear which
haunted Tucker's thoughts, as it did the thoughts of many
Southerners during the period following the Haitian Revelu-
tion. Realizing that two-fifths of the population of
Virginia were oppressed by chattel slavery, Tucker was
extremely aware of '"the possibility that they may one day be
roused to attempt to shake off their chains."14 "The calam-
ities which have lately spread like a contagion through the
West India Islands"l5 were in Tucker's mind as he wrote his

Digsertation and prepared his plan for the graduval abolition

of slavery. Elght years after the Negro rebellion in Santo
Domingo, Tucker still feared that if the United States
became involved in a war with France "our situation would be

more dreadfull [sic] than that of the French West Indies,"

Drpid.. 20 A
Ypucker, Dissertation, 39-41.

,W,VW;5St.fGeorge Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, June29, 1795,
Belknap Papere, II, 406,
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because the French might vemancipate the negroes to cut our
throats."16 The growing population of oppressed blacks
calied for more than a philosophical avowal of the principles
of the Declaration of Independence or a vague approval of
northern emancipation. It called for a plan of action to
end the threat of slave violence in Virginia.

Tucker's plen of action was to be further influenced by
the prejudices of his society, prejudices from which he could
not escape. Belief in the innate biological and mental
inferiority of Negroes was commonly coupled with an 1rr&tionai
repulsion for the physiognomic features of the black race,17
and Tucker was aware that despite his hopes for the abolition
of slavery, there was "a Degree of prejudice in [ his] own
breast, 18

Thomas Jefferson's Notes on the State of Virginia, which

Tucker read and gqueoted from at great length in his Di ssert&tion,

sumnarized the core elements of contemporaxry white prejudice

that even affected those men who were antislavery -advocates.

16Lawrence Brooke to St. George Tucker, May 17, 1798,
T=C Mss. See glso Daniel Brent to St. George Tucker, May
17, 1798, ibid.: Robert Brooke to St. George Tucker, May 17,
1768, ibid. Prent and the Brookes were recalling what Tuckexr
. had saild about the undeclared war between France and the
United States.

17

188t. Gecrge Tucker toe Robert Pleasants, June 29, 1797,
Tuecker Notebook, uwnnumbered, T-C Mss.. 39.

Jorden, White over Black, 429-541.
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Although Tucker remained skeptical about Jefferson's "fgus-~
picion only, that the blacks...are inferior to whites in
endowments of both body and mind'",19 he used this "suspicionrn
as a reason for questioning the wisdom of fully incorporating
Negroes into free soclety. Tucker also shared Jefferson's
fear of intermarriage with a race of lesser physical beauty,
questionable morality, and inferlor intellect;zo Recognizing
his own distaste for miscegenation, Tucker noted: "This is
a prejuvdice so prevalent in the present generation, that
were I of a different opinion I wouvld leave it to time to
eraﬁicate."21 Accommodeting his plens to this weakness, he
permitted these prejudices to be the baslis for his deslires
to restrict Negro civil rights, even after emancipation, and
to colonize freed blacks.

Pinally, the knowledge and opportunities Tucker gained
by his choice of professions were significant influences on
his ideags. Tucker's familiarity with the laws concerning
glaves permeated his abolition writings,zz and 1t possible
that hé gained both his knowledge and his antislavery

19Thomas Jeffexrson, ﬁetes cﬁ;ﬁhe Staté of Virginia
quoted in Tucker, Dlsaertation,ﬂB?na

onucken Dissertation, 86n-88n. Tucker suggested that
the reader should become aequainted with Jefferson's full
explanation. . For the complete passage see Thomas Jefferson,
Notegs on the State of Virginia, ed. William Peden (Chapel
HII1, 1953), 138-1E3%

.21St. George Tucker to Robert Pleasants, June 29, 1797,
Tusker Notebook, unnumbered, T-C Mss., 39=40.

'zzsee, for instance, the detailed history of Virginiar's
‘slave laws in Tucker, Dissertation, 34-47, 52-66, 71-73.
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sympathies from hlis former preceptor at the College of
William and Mery, George Wythe. When Tucker succeeded Wythe
as a professor at that same school, his discusslions with his
law students on "The Expedlence and practicablility of a general
Abolition of Slavery in this State , or in the Unlted States
at large," helped him to organize his own thoughts on the

subject; before its publication, the Disseffatién on Slavery

had been & lecture to the college's law elass°23 Furthere
nore, Tucker's argurents against the right to enslave were

borrowed heavily from Williem Blackstonet!s Commentaries on

tﬁe taws of England.

Beginning with the use of slaves in ancient timesg, three
proslavery arguments had emerged in defense of chattel
slavery. It was believed that a conqueror had the right to
deal with & captive as he pleased, since he had spared his
vietim's life. Also, a men could become & slave by selling
himself to another man. And, finally, chlildren of acquired
gleves were considered slaves by birthright. Basing his
ideas on those of Blackstone, Tucker reasoned that none of
these erguments was sgatlsfactory justgfication for slavery.
War depended on the prineciple of gelf-preservation, rather
than the right of glaughter, therefore, war did not "'give
e right to kill, torture, ebuse, plunder, or even enslave,

an enemy, when the war Ais [o]ver.'"24 Furthermore, the

23paeker Notebook, VII, T-C Mss., 43: Tucker, Disserta-
tion, introduction. ‘

2hy1111en Blackstone quoted ibld., 23-2k.
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historical precedent for enslavement of captlves taken 1in a
fair war was not applicable to the treatment of Africans
by Europeens, who Yhave constantly, by the most insidious
(I have almost said infernal) arts, fomented 2 kind of per-
petual warfare among the lgnorant and miserable people of
Africa."25 Tucker also argued that slavery was not Justified
by one person selling himself to another. Being a lawyer
and, therefore, familiar with the theory of contractual
obligations, Tucker reasoned that a sale 1mplied a price paid
by the buyer to the seller. However, no adequate price could
ever pe paid for life and liberty. Moreover, once the seller
became a slave, all of his property had to be turned over to
his master, the buyer. "'Therefore, the buyer gives nothing,
and the seller receives nothing: of what validlty then can a
sale be, which destroys the very principles upon which all
sales are founded?'"26 Believing that nelther capture nor
gale was valild foundation for enslavement, Tucker further
1nsiséea it was wrdhg to reduce the offspring of flrst
generétion slaves to a position they had neither earned nor
chcsen@ "The right of one man over another is neither
fopnde& in nature, nor in souwnd policy. That it cannot
extend to those ggﬁ gﬁ ygigg"27 was the fundamental principle
Tueker used to devise his plan for the gradual abolition of

gslavery.

251b1a. , 26.

261711am Blackstone quoted ibid., 25.

27114, , 97.
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The ideas of William Blackstone and the philosophy of
natural rights both called for an end to wrongfully 1mposedl
glavery and, despite raclial differences and antagonism, the
northern states provided examples of the abolitlion of slavery
without racial conflict or a high degree of miscegenation.
These factors strongly influenced Tucker as he critieally
analyzed Virginia's own system of slavery. Tucker realized
that the problem of slavery was an old one for the United
States. It had been introduced to the North and the South
at the beginning of the seventeenth century: "Early had our
forefathers sown the seeds of an evil, which, like a leprrosy,
hath descended upon thelr pesterlty with accunuieted rancour,
writing the sgins of the fathers upon succeeding generati@nsﬁ38
To eensure the present generation for & misfortune it had not
created was wrong, but it was stlll necessary to plead with
that generation to end the inherlted injustice.

Tuckér tempered the blame he placed on past generations
with an understanding of the esconomic necgcessity for a labor
force. Moreover, Virginia had seriously begun to limit the
inportation of slaveggg and new laws had graduvally improvedw
the slaves? eondition.Bo About the remaining legel restric-

tions, Tucker eoncededQ

281pid., 13.
29Ivid. . 4o-47.

BOVirginia's slave laws In 1792 protected most criminal
slaves from arbitrary conviction and punishment by requiring
a unanimous verdict from five jJjustices of the court and by
guaranteeing the right to counsel for the defense. Slaves
were also able to receive benefit of clergy. Ibid., 57-62.



It mey be urged, and I believe with truth,
that these rigours do not proceed from a
sanguinary temper in the people of Virginia,
but from those political considerations
indispensibly [ slc ] necessary where slavery
prevails to any great extent; I am moreover
happy to observe that our police respecting
this unhappy class of people, is not only
less rigorous than formerly, but perhaps
milder than in any other country where there
ere so many slaves, or so large a proportion
of them, in respect to the free inhabitants. 3t

Nevertheless, Tueker, the jurist, bellieved that the
institution of slavery still violated the three forms of civil
rights{mthe right of personal security, the right of personal
iiberty, and the right of private property.>2 1In his

Dissertation, Tucker insisted that it was necessary to change

Virginlats laws, because they 1egitimatize& this degredation
of Negroes: "It is time we should admit the evidencs of moral
truth, and learn to regard them as our fellew men, and eguals,
except in those particulars where eccident, or possibly
nature, may have gliven us some advantage; a recompence for
which they perhaps enjoy in other respeets."BB The laws of
Virginia, despite thelir miidness in comparison with those of
cther statesg, kept Negroes in & deplorable conditioen. Actlons

"permitted hy the law of nature to all mankind, and by the

A1vig., 67.
321p14., 49-51.
331pid., 51.

M1via., s7.



criminal and subject to punishment when rendered by a slave.
In addition to these injustices, a slave was also subject to
& different manner of trial and conviction than a free man.
Until 1792 there was no possiblity of appeal after a "'gpeedy
and easy prosecution of slaves'"35 who had allegedly committed
capital crimes. Furthermore, slaves and free persons received
different forms of punishment for similar offenses. Tucker
thought that the most abominable law in the history of
Virginia was the one

exenpting the masters of slaves, or others

punishing a slave by order of their masters,

from any penalty or prosecution in consequence

of any slave dying in consequence of excessive

chastisement, for which this reason was

agsigned by the leglislators of those days:

tSince it cannot be presumed that prepensive

malice, which alone makes murdexr a felony,

should inguce any men to destroy his owm

estate.!
Moreover, the county courts' power to punish runaway slaves
in any fashion short of execution, but including dismember-
ment, convinced Tucker of the "cruelties to which a state
of slavery gives birth.n37

Although Tucker desired fairer treatment for slaves and

although he hoped for thelr eventual emencipation, he was

cautious about immediately extending full equality to blacks.

351pid., 59.

. 36St George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, June 29, 1795,
Belknap Papers, II, 406=407.

37mucker, Dissertatiom, sh.




Belleving that slaves were a form of property,38 Tucker
suggested that any legislative attempts to ameliorate their
condition would have to consider this unusual, but significant,
status.39 Furthermore, Tucker firnly believed in reguleting
the activities and privileges of free Negroes. He suggested
that free blacks be compelled to labor, if they did not do sc
voluntarily, because "thely faculties are at present only
calculated for that object: if they be not employed thexrein
they will become drones of the worst deacription,ﬂ“o He also
saw no reason to grant them lmmediate civil rights equal to
those of whites:

It wounld be dangerous to extend the civiil

privileges of the Blacks: for theilr numbers

and these of the whites being nearly equal

if they couvld acguire any share in the

adminigtration of the state we should soon
behold two parties formed and enlisted by

BsTucker examined the condition of the Negro slave as
real and personal property: "The primary objeet of real
property 1ls land; whatever is permanently annexed to, or con-
nected with it, or arises out of it, or issues from 1t, sre
considered secondary objects of the same nature; because
whilst they remain in sueh s state of connexion with it, they
are regarded as part of the land itself; but when severed
from it, they cease to be considered as the objects of reasl
property. The primary and almost universal objects of per-
sonal property are all things of a moveable and transitory
nature; which may attend the person of the owner wherever
he goes." After presenting a nunber of abstracts concerning
slaves as property, Tucker concluded, "It is difficult to
assign to them a determinate place, either under the head
of real, or personal proverty." St. George Tucker, "Summary
View of Taws concerning Slaves, as Property in Virginia," in

11llem Blackstone, Commentaries on the laws of England, ed.
Sta George Tucker (Philadeiphia, 10803, 1L, 73=97.

39Tuek@r, 1ssertat10n, 81.

hoibiag, 103-104. BSee Edmund S. Mergan, "Slavery and
Freedom: The American Paradox," Journal of American History,
LIX {June 1572), 13.
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nature under different banners WhOﬁe contests
would probably convulse the state.%l

Nor did Tucker feel 1t was necessary to incorporate free

blacks into the state:

Have not men when they enter into a state

of soclety, a right to admit, or exclude

any description of persons, as they think

propexr? If it ve true, as Mr. Jefferson

seems to suppose, that the Africans are really

an inferior race of mankind, will not sound

policy advise their exclusion from a soclety

in which they have not yet been admitted to

rarticipate in civil rights; and even to

guard against such admission, at any future

period, since it may eventual%g depreciate

the whole national character,™

Tuckerfs thinking was swayed by current arguments about

the innste inferiority of Negroes. He quoted Frangois
Chastellux, "'In the present case.'it is not only the slave
who is beneath his master, it is the negroe who is beneath
the white m[aln. No aoct of enfranchisement can efface this
unfertunate distinotion.'"43 The exclusion of Negroes from
the mainstream of white soclety was, therefore, consldered
desirable. Tucker believed that "the emancipated blacks
were not ambitious of civil rights. To prevent the genera-
tion of such an sambition," which would only lead to racial

conflict, he suggested a '"cautlonary restriction” of Negro

418%. George Tucker to Robert Pleasants, June 29, 1797,
Tucker Notebook, unnumbered, T-C Mss., 40.

azTucker, Disserféﬁion, 8g.

Q3Chastellux, Travels in America, quoted ibid., 88n.
Marquis de Chastellux (1734-1708) was a French general and
author of De la felicite publigue (1772) and Voyages dans
1'Amerique Septentrionale (17 . "Chagtellux, Francois Jean,"
The New Century Cyclopedia of Namesg, ed. Clarence L.’Barnhart
(New Yerk, 1954), I, 914,




liberties.uu Although Tucker desired fajrer slave codes, he
was most willing to have free Negroes regulated by strict
black codes. Despite the disabllitlies suffered by persons
wunder such black codes, freedom was better than slavery and,
as a free man, a Negro could always escape his e¢ivil inferior-
ity in Virginia by migrating elsewhere.45 In fact, Tucker
hoped that a ocvrtailment of civil rights would induce a
voiluntary migration of free Negroes out of Vix*ginia.‘.1'4’6
In spite of Tucker's fears about Negro inferiority and
miscegenation, he genuinely hoped for an end to the institue-
tion of slavery and he belleved that the present generation
of Virginians, being more liberal than their ancestors, "would
cheerfully concur in any feasible plan for the abolition of
1t."”7 Therefore, Tucker construeted what he conslidered to
be a "feasible plan." The plan combined Tuckert's reservations
about the capabilities of the newly freed Negroeg with his.

genslitivity to the prejudices and self-interest of most

“aTucker, Diggertation, 90-91l. In 1797 Tucker wrote
a letter which explained his Dissertation ideas. 1In the
letter he wrote, "It would be hereafter easler to enlarge
Negro rights to their just extent than to attempt to limit
them after they had once been enlarged." (St. George Tucker

to Rotert Pleasants, June 29, 1797, Tucker Neotebook, urnumbered,

T=C Ms8., #0.) In 1803 Tucker included these views in his
revlised publlecation of the Dissertation. (St. George Tucker,
"On the State of Slavery in Virginia" in Blackstone, Commen-
taries, ed. Tucker, I, pt. 2, 79n.)

28 5
L6

Tucker, ﬁisserféti&h, 76.

Ibid., 95-96.

. #7Stu George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, June 29, 1795,
Belknap Papers, II, 407.
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Virginians. Tucker rejected the feasibility of & general
emancipation, because he was convinced that Negroes were
unprepared for total freedom within or without the United
States. They had been living under conditions fostering
obedience and submission, not independent thinking or self-
help. Immediate emancipation would only subject the slaves
to starvation, disease, and "“"a lingering death."“S Having
had no background in instituting a government or freely
complying with laws, the Negroes "would become hordes of
vagabonds, robbers and murderers"49 when released from plan-
tation restraints. PFurthermore, Tucker was sure that a
simultaneocus emanclpation of all slaves would inflict a

famine upon the area of the Unlted States south of Delaware.

For every free white person cultivating the soil in this ares,

there were four slaves doing the sane. By'discharging this
vast source of agricultural labor, food production would
decline disastrously.5o Tucker was also sensitive to the
sanctity of property. Since slaves were legally the property
of individuals, he believed the legislature could not take
them away without the owners' consent or without just com-
pensation.51 Finally, the safety of the white population

was equally as important as the freedom of the blacks. The

48pycker, Diggertation, 79.
Lo

Ibid., 86.
501,14., 80.
5l1bid4., 81.



revolution in the French West Indies provided a too terrifying
picture of the consequences of a general and simultaneous
emanclpation.52
An immediate, wholesale emancipation was out of the

question, but slavery was immoral and the growing number of
slaves made some course of abolition necessary. Tucker
contemplated the preblem:

BEvery day renders the task more arduous to

be performed. We have now 300,000 slaves

among use. Thirty years hence we shall have

double the number. In sixty years we shall

have 1,200,000, And in less than ancther

century from this day, even that enormous

number will be doubled. Milo acquired

strength enough to carry an ox, by beginning

with the ox while he was yet a calf. If we

complain that the calf is too heavy gcr our

shoulders, what will not the ox be?
Gradval abolitlion appeared tb be the only way out of Virginia's
dilemms. As Tucker explained it to Belknap, "My plan wounld,
indeed, require over a century to execute itself; but we
ouvght not to be discouraged from doing good wltimately,
because we cannot immediately effect it, or live to see its
operation.n 5t

Tuckexr's plan for the gradual abolition of slavery

provided that all females borxrn to slave parents after the

adoption of the proposal were to be free. The male and

52iﬁié,, 80-82. For another statement of the problems
involved in general emancipation see St. George Tucker to
Jeremy Belknap, June 29, 1795, Belknap Papers, II, 407.

53Tuoker, ﬁiééérﬁétiéﬁ, 98.

ﬂwuw5@8tu George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Nov. 27, 1795,
Belknap Papers, II, 418,
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female descendants of these females were to be free as well.
To compensate the previous owners for the costs of maintaining
these persons during their infancy, the former owner was to
use their services until they reached the age of twenty-
elght.55 yhile in service, Negro servants were to be treated
in a manner similar to white servants or apprentices and

were to be subject to the same mode of trial as free Negroes
or mulattoes.56 When they became twenty-eight years of age;
the Negroes were to be given clothing, twenty dollars, two
blankets, and their freedom.”? Then, as free blacks, they

were to be under rigld restrictions designed to encourage

55This would guarantee a gradual nature to the schene.
From his numerical analysis of the workings of this system
of abolition, Tucker argued that "whenever it is adopted the
number of slaves will not be diminished for forty years efter
it takes plaece; that it will even encrease [sic] for thirty
vears; that at the distance of sixty years, there will be one-
third of the number at its first commencement; that it will
require above a century [105 years] to complete it; and that
the number of blacks under twenty-eight and consequently
bound to service, in the families they are born in, will
always be at least as great as the present number of slaves."
Tucker, Digsgsertation, 99n-104n, 98-99,

56Tc do so would provide the Negro with better training
and, therefore, make him more qualified for his fubture free~
dom. This part of the plan maey salso be seen as Tucker's
response to the crueltles to which Negro slaves were subjected.

5?If necessary the county courts were to enforce this
act.



thelr migration out of Virginia.58
In 1796 Tucker published this proposal, along with a

legal, economic, and soclial history of slavery in Virginia,

in the Dissertation on Slavery. Dedicated "to the General

Assémﬁlx of Virginia, To whom it belongs to declde upon the
expediency and practicebility of a plan for the gradual
abolition of Slavery in this commonwealth,"59 the Dlssertation

offered the legislature a "middle course, between the tyran-
nical and inigquitous policy which holds so many human
creatures in a state of grilevous bondage, and that which
would turn loose a numerous, starving and enraged benditti,

upon the inmoecent descendants of their former oppressorse"éo

_ 58"Let no Negroe or mulattoe capable of taking, holding,
or exercising, any publie office, freehold, franchise, ox
privilege, or any estate Iln lands or tenements, cther than &
lease not exceeding twenty-one years.-- Nor of keeping, or
bearing arms, unless authorised so to do by some act of the
general assembly, whose duration shall be limitted [sic] teo
three years. Nor of contracting matrimony with any other than
a Negro or mulattoe; nor be an attorney; nor be a juror; noxr
witness in any court of Judicature, except against or between
Negroes and mulattoes. Nor be an executor or administrator:
nor capable of making any will or testament; nor maintain any
real action; nor be & trustee of lands or tenements himself,
noxr any other person to be a trustee to him or to his use.m
ggcggr, Dissertation, 93-94. For the entire plan see ibid.,

59Ibid,, dedication. Tucker believed in the theory of
state soverelignty, therefore, it was appropriate for him to
look to the Virginla, not the national, legislature for
action on the eradlcation of slavery. See St. George Tucker,
"View of the Constitution of the United States," Blackstone,
Commentaries, ed. Tucker, I, pt. 1, 141, 187, See also Jesse
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T, Carpenter, The South as a Conscious Minority (New York, 1930),

202,

69Tucker, Diéééf%ﬁﬁien, 0.
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Despite Tucker's efforts to present a proposal custom-made
for Virginia's eccnomic and social conditions, hls plan
falled to move the General Assembly to action. It also
falied to achieve general public acknowledgement or acceptance.

The most that can be sald is that the Dissertation on Slavery

recelved an encouraging, but not overly enthusiastic, recep-
tion from Tucker's perscnal acquaintances.

In November 1796 Tucker sent copies of his Dissertation

to the General Assembly. He was confident that "the Repre-
sentatives of & free People, who in the moment of becoming
such, have declared all men are by nature equally free and
independent, can not disapprove an attempt to carry so
incontestible [sic] a moral Truth into...practicael Effeat.nw5l
He was mistaken. The House of Delegates debated sending
Tucker's letter and pamphlet back to him without taking any
action. In the end, a semblance of courtesy reigned and

the proposal was tabled. That the motion to send the

Dissertation back to its author was made by men who "had
62

certainly never read or heard the plaq readn pointed to
strong feelings of prejudice and self-interest among the
delegates. When the essay was presented before the Segnate,

it fared no better. It was "read and ordered to lie on the

618t. George Tucker to Speaker of the Senate of Virglinia,
Nov. 30, 1796, T=C Mss.

628t. George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Aug. 13, 1797,
Belknab Pavers, II, 427. See Dec. 2, 1796, Journal of the
House_ of Delegates of the Commonwealth of Virginia (Bichmond,

1796), 52, Colonial Williamsburg Research Library, Williams-
burg, Virginia. Microfilm 16-5,




table."63 George K. Taylor wrote to Tucker about the pro-
gress of Tucker's pamphlet 1n’the,1egislature. Prejudice
was prevailing and Taylor was sure that if the "Ayes and
Noeza" were taken the plan would be ignored, since *"too
nany Eof the representatives] regard more the popularity of
the moment than the investigation of truth and the permanent
interest of their constltuents."64
In light of the obvious disinterest, perhaps distaste,

which the legisiature felt for Tucker's abolltion plan, the
Jetter it sent in reply must be viewed as ironic. TLudwell
T.ee, correspondent on behalf of the Senate, wrote:

You certalinly jJjudge rightly in supposing

that to an enlight(ened Teglisiature, no

object can be more grateful, than that of

endeavoring to restore; upon a plan not

injurious to the Society; the Freedom, to

a part of our fellowmen, which the God of

Nature gave to them. That the Time nmay

come, when T.iberty in our Country shall be

inseperable [slec] from Life, is a sh in

which you are sincerely joined....

When the General Assembly took up the 1issue of Tucker's

Digssertation only four coplies of the pamphlet ("two of which

were 1ost") had been brought into Virginia.66 1If 1t was
difficult for the delegates to know what was actually in the

63Dec. 2, 1796, Journai of the Senate of Virginia
(Richmond, 1796), 46»47, CW Research Lib. Microfilm 16-1.

64
T"’C Mss’ <

. 65Lu&we11 I.ee to St. George Tucker, Dec. 5, 1796, T«C
SS.

. 668t George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Aug. 13, 1797,
Belknap Papers, II, 428. The pamphlet had been published in
Fennsylvania.

G[eorge] K. Taler to St. George Tucker, Dec. 8, 1796,
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proposgal, it was even more difficult for the Virginlia publie
to be made aware of its contents. No mention of Tucker's
ideas asbout the gradual abolition of slavery or the debate
in the Assembly appeared ln the state caplital's newspaper,

the'Virgihia'Gézetté;'éhd éeneféiiidveftiééf,67'and Tueker

seems to have been concerned only with distributing his
pamphlet to friends end influential people.

The presentation of the plan to the Assembly was not
followed by a vigorous public campaign for emancipation. In
fact, only one petition for the emancipation of a slave was
presented to the state legislature from 1796 through 1799
(the years whieh fell between the introduction of Tucker's
proposal and the Gabriel Rebellion in Henrico County, which
was a separate factor in eliciting petitions about sglavery)

and thls petitlon was in no way affected by Tucker's ideas.68

ko

67(Riehmon&), Deec. 7, 1796=Dec. 28, 1796. Nor were Tucker’s

ideas mentioned in sueh Virginis newspapers as the American
Gazette and General Advertiser ([Norfolkl, Dec. 6, 1796-Lec.

506, 1796) or The Aiexanqerie Gazette (Deec. 3, 1796-Deec. 31,1796).

68The emancipation petition was presented by some resi-
dents of Middlesex County in hopes that the legisliature would
grant freedom to a slave who had shown "integrity and fortituder
when attacked as he delivered the public mail. (Resldents of
Middlesex County to General Assembly, Dec. 7, 1798, State

Legislative Petitions, Middlesex County, Virginia State Library,

Richmond, Virginia.) Although only a few petitions concerning
slavery were sent to the legislature during this period, most
implied an acceptance of the maintenance of the slave system.
Some of the petitions requested compensation for criminal or
runsway slaves who had died during incarceration by the state,
(Bottom Shegell to General Assembly, Dec. 26, 1798, ibid.,
Dinwiddie County: Henry lawrence to General Assembly, Nov. 10,
1796, ibid., Hanover County.) Other persons requested permis-
gion to import slaves from their plantations outside of Vir-
ginise into this state, since importation of slaves had been
prohibited by state law in 1778. (Edward Nichols and Nathaniel
Talbott to General Assembly, Dec. 13, 1797, ibid., Fredsrick
County:; Residents of Toudoun County to General Assembly, Dec.
5, 1797, ibid., Loudoun County.) In general, see ibid., 1796-
1799, Ascomack~York Counties.
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One finds no evidence that Tucker's plan wasxthe subject
of publiec controversy. Most likely this was becauss few knew
of hlis ldeas and even fewer took time to consider them seri-
ously. But the limited number of responses recelved by
Tucker do provide some inslght into the oplnions of men who
were known to be sympathetic to the cause of abolition.
After congratulating Tucker for '"advocating the cause

of the greatly injured Africans," Robert Pleasants, a Virginis
Quaker, informed Tucker that he had been too wary of the pr@«
Judleces of the publlic mind and had, therefore, presented a
too lenient proposal. Pleasants took issue with Tucker on
the question of the legislature's right to emsncipate the
glaves. Tucker had argued that slaves were private property
and that the legislature could not“free them without their
owners® consent or without coempensation. Pleasants believed
that since the 1egisiature had given '"an American a just Right
to the person of an African"69 it could also repeal this
unjust law:

The Tegislature of Virginia have at least

nuch Right to Repeal a law founded on

unrighteous prineciples, as they had in

the first instance to pass an Act making

Slaves of a people who had never forfeited

their Right to liberty, by any Act of their

own, nor had they injured, or had it in

their power to injure, ghe people of this
Ccuntry in any manner.’

69Robert Pleaseants to St. George Tucker, May 30, 1797,
Jetterbook of Robert Pleasants, 327, Valentine Museum, Rich-
mond, Virginia.

701p1d., 327.
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As for Tucker's plan for abolition, Pleasants found 1t
entirely too gradual. Not that Pleasants desired "a total
and indiscriminate emancipation," for he felt that the lack
of education among Negroes and the prejudices of whiltes
would make that situation intolerable, but he did feel that
all the children of slaves should be free at birth, rather
thén just the females as Tucker had suggested. He argued
that to confine emancipation to females would greatly prolong
the abolition of slavery, making it probable that the remain-
ing slaves would revolt against their oppressed condition.
Pleasants also disagreed with Tucker's plan for restricting
free Negrces and mulattoes, because he felt that forcing
these people to leave Virginia would tend "to perpetuate the
prejudices now prevalent against them.”7l Instead he Pro-
ferred to educate them and encourage their affections toward
Virginia and its people, so that they might "econtribute to
the peace, happiness and prosgperlity of the Country, as well
a8 other Citizens." If this was not doene, he warned, they
night assert their desire for equality by vieolent actions.’?

It is interesting that Pleasants, the one man who has
rrovided us with a significant contemporary analysis of
Tucker's plan, found that plan to be too full of the racial
prejudlieces which permeated Virginiaets society. To him it
was a plan which fell far short of the desired goal. To

stress his own opinions, Pleasants enclosed a petition for

7l1via., 328,
721014., 329.
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the gradual abolition of slavery which contalned hls stronger
jdeas on the subject and stated his hope that, as "a rriend:
to humenity," Tucker would see fit to approve it.,?3

Thomas Jefferson was one of the individuals to whom Tucker

sent a personal copy of his ﬁisééfﬁétién.74 Tucker had

alluded to Jefferson's ﬁotééméﬁwtﬁé State'SfWV1rginia qulte

often in his own pamphlet. He had also suggested that his
own scheme for gbolition was better than the emancipation
plan drawn up by the legislative committee chosen to revise
Virginiats laws just after American independence@75 Jeffer-
son had been a member of that committee.

Jefferson's reply to Tucker's Dissertation contained &

reaffirmation of his conecern over the problem of slavery,
but there was no comment or critique on the content of
Tucker's plan. Pointing to Santo Domingo, Jefferson wrote,
"I sorething is not done, and soon done, we shall be the
murderers of our own chlildren.... From the pregsent state of
things in EFurope and America, the day which beglns our com~
bustion must be near at hand; and only & single spark 1is

wanting to make that day tommorrow."76 But all Jefferson

?31v1d., 329,

7#Thomas Jefferson to St. George Tucker, Aug. 2, 1797,
The WTiﬁinES of Thomas Jefferson, ed. Andrew A. Lipscomb
(Washington,,i903> %, Bié.

75Tueker, Disgertation, 84-85. The committee's emanci-
pation plan and Tucker's reaction to it are discussed in
Chapter III.

: ‘76Thomas Jefferson to St. George Tucker, Aug. 28, 1797,
Writings of Thomas Jefferson, ed. Lipscomb, IX, 418.




had to say about Tucker's new scheme for averting such an
eventuality was, "As to the mode of emancipation, I am
satisfied that that must be a matter of compromise between
the passions, the prejudices, and the real difficulties
which will each have thelr weight in that operation."77
Tucker was sincere about his desire for an end to
slavery, but he realized that it would be necessary to shape
his abolition proposal to meet the temperaments of men and
the conditions of society. His proposal was already a
"gompromise between the passions, the prejudices, and the
resl difficulties"” of a2 general emancipation. Why, then, was
the reponse to the plan so small and so wmenthusiastice?
Faectors such as economic necesgsity, racial prejudice,
aristooratic life styles, and fear of Negro rebellions heve
already'beem discussed as the basic motlves or rationales
behind the slave system,78 All of these factors were at
work in Virginia in 1796 and, therefore, all helped to shape

the reception given Tucker's Dissertation. The Dissertation

wag presented to the Virginla legisiature vat the height of
the party strife between Federalists and Democratic-Repub-
11cans."79 but CGeorge Taylor's letter to Tucker has shown

that'self-intqugt and prejudice were probably more important

A g 7 < ST sy ar s

than party polities in shaping the decislion of the General

771b14., 417,
783ee Chapter I.

7%virich B. Phillips, American Negro Slavery (New York,
1929), 131.
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Assembly. Thls is ironic, since Tucker had purposely struc-
tured his gradual abolition plan to take these factors into
accomund:

Convinced that mistaken self-interest and

prejudice were the most formidable enemies I

had to encounter, I endeavored to elude, rather

than invite, thelr sttacks. With this view, I

proposed the most graduval plan that could

poseibly eventually produce the desired effect.

I guarded it wlth every restriction that I

supposed timidity or prejudice could insist

on; and I endeavoured to lull avarice itself

to sleep by demonstrating the slow progress
and insencible fsic:]effects of my proposal.

80
Tucker had not been elusive enough.

Other factors may have shaped the public's lack of
response. One of the lmportant results of the Santo Domingo
slave rebellion was "that many Americans came increasingly
to feel that slavery was a closed subject, entirely ansuit-
able for frank discussion." Fearing a disastrous slave
revolt in their own area, many Southerners belleved a ®*public
airing of matters being on slavery was downright dangerous,"
becauge literate slaveg might be influenced by any open
controversy over thelr statusasl Such beliefs and fears may
explaln why there was a tendency for newspapers not to discuss
Tucker's plan.

But there was also a unique factor influencing the

‘ 8031:.e George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Aug. 13, 1797,
Be?knap Papers, II, 427,

81.3'01'&.&11p White over Black 38%, See also Aptheker,
Anerican Negro Siave ReVOLLS, 155m156 157, 158, 372; and
Patricia Hickin, "Antlslavery in Virginia, 1831«1861" (vnpub-
%1§h§gSPh. D. dissertation, University of Virginia, 1968),
2& = o




response to Tucker's proposal. The Disserfation was sent to

the General Assembly at a time when only two copies were
available for distribution. One copy was sent to each house,
making it nearly impossible for individual delegates or

other interested persons to be aware of its true content or
intent. Tooking back on the "1ll success" of his plan, Tucker
remarked, "Nobody...had read it; nobody could explain its
contents. Nobody was prepared to meet the blind Tury of the
enemies of freedom."52 It was not until the summer of 1797
that Tucker received the copies he had personally regquested

of the printer.SB By that time the distribution of the

Digcsertation to his acquaintances could not affect its

acceptance by the legislature. If the response to the
proposal for gradual abolition was shaped by its limited
distribution in Virginlia, then this factor was also an
extremely important reason for the lack of response from the

North. Althovgh the sale of A Disgsertation on Slavery was

advertised in at least one northern newspaper,84 Tuecker
doubted "that [ thel work haldl ever cross'd Hudson's river.n85

A Dissertétion on>81avery: With a Proposal for the

. szqte George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Avg. 13, 1797,
Belknap Papers, II, 428,

... 83s%, George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Apr. 3, 1797,
ihiée, ?26. St. George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Auvg. 13, 1797,
ibide, 427

8% e New Worlid (Philadelphia), Dec. 17, 1796.

858‘%:0 George Tucker to Richard Rush, Oet. 31, 1813, T=C
Mss. Tucker must have forgotten the copy he had sent to
Jeremy Belknap and the Massachusetts Historical Society in 1797,
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Graduai Abdlition of it iﬁ the State df V1rgin1a was doomed

by disaffection, dislnterest, and poor distribution. The
strength of property interests, racial prejudice, and fear
worked against it. Complacency did the same. Tucker's
initial reaction was one of bitterness. The inactivity of
the Assembly in the face of such an important task caused
him to insist that he no longer cherished "the smallest
hope of advancing a cause so dear to me as the abolition of
slavery.” He predlicted that "actual suffering will one day,
rerhaps, open the oppressors' eyes. Till that heppens, they
will shut their ears against argumento"a6
In apite of his defeat and disillusionment, Tucker
maintained his desire for an end to slavery and was willing
to waork for abolition plans other than his own. Soon after
the rejection of his proposal by the legislature, Robert
Pleagante requested Tucker's slgnature on a petition proposing
the emancipation of all children born after the enactment of
the bill. Remembering the "ignominy" with which his own
proposal was treated, Tucker expressed doubt that Pleasants's
plan for emancipation would be successful. He was also
concerned that freelng all the children, rather than just the

females, might be too drastic. Nevertheles§g his interest

R

in ending slavery overrode his pessimism. Wishing to help

rather than hamper théwébolitian moveméﬁt. Tucker was

hesitant about including his name on the petition se soon

86St-.George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Aug. 13, 1797,
Belknap Pavers, II, 428.




48

after his own defeat. He warneqd, "ﬂx.name_to it I fear wounld
prejudice rather than serve the cause. But 1if you think
otherwise I will subscribe to it."87

Tucker also continued his campaign against the cruelties
of the slave system. In an essay intended for "The 014
Bachelor,“88»he discussed the necessity for undoing the moral
evils to whieh the slave system was prone:

Benevolence, or that universal Sentiment of
humanlity, and tendermess, which teaches us

to regard the whole human race as our Brethren,
and to feel for their distress the same com- B
passion, which, under a change of clrcumstances,
we sheuld wish to be felt for our own: and to
do, as far as 1is in our power, everything for
thelr relief, which we ourselves could ask, or
desire, were we under the like Calamlty, appears
to be that character of the human heart, which
is probably most accegtable to our bountiful,
and merciful Creator.B9

87St, George Tucker to Robert Pleasants, June 29, 1797,
Tucker Notebook, wnnumbered, T=-C Mss., 40. It is question-
able whether Tucker ever signed this petition, for no future
correspondence on the matter has been found.

88“The 0l1d Bachelor' was & collection of essays written
by William Wirt and a group of his literary friends. Thirty-
three of these essays were published in Richmondfs Enguirer,
sonme in 1811, some in 1813. They were republished in book
form in both 1814 (Richmond) and 1818 (Baltimore). The
announced aim of the essays was "'virtuously to instruct, or
innocently to amuse.'" "The 01d Bachelor" was typical of
the "Virginla essay" in the early nineteenth century. It was.
characterized by "playfully satiric portrayal of manners,
the sericusly moral or didactic, the philosophic or literary
theory in laymanfs language, the half-sentimental commern-
taries on American antiquity and traditions." (Richard Beale
Davig, Intellectusl Tife in Jefferson's Virginia [Chapel
Hill, 19647, 280-284.) Tucker's essay on slavery (Essay on
Benevolence) was written to be included in this collection,
but it was not published. See The Enguirer (Richmond),
Dec. 22, 1810-Dec. 24, 1811 and Jan. 2, 1813-Dec. 30, 1813,
Unlversity of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia. Microfilm
N 497 and 499,

89St. George Tucker, Essay on Benevolence, The 014
Bachelor, [1810-1813%?], T-C Mss., 26,



Although he continued to sympathlze with the needs and
responsibllities of southern p1anters.90 Tucker was appalled
by their drive for power and their desire for extensive
possessions, which subverted the principle of humanity.
"A Virginia Planter proud of the possession of...[:ZOO] Slaves,
and ten times as much land as the whole of them could culti-
vate to advantage," was morally evil, because he permitted
his humanity to be sacrificed to ambition.

Accoxrding to Tucker, the general treatment of slaves
wasg toco often an example of the prineiple that "power is law."
In hlis Essay on Benevolence, Tucker portrayed the typical
treatment of Negroes on plantetions by creating a fictitious
Ma jor Opulent, owner of three or four plantations. The
Major fed, clothed, and otherwise cared for his slaves, but
he had s "smart Overseer' who made them work long hours. The
whipping of slaves was another example of unnecessary cruelty.
That this was done on plantations owned by "the best of men®
only showed the moral degradation that slavery was forcing

upon the white populationo91

90Tucker wrote, "Some apology., and even a very favourable
one, may be offered for many who engaged in this [[enslavement]
practise. The Lands required to be opened in order to Cul-
tivation [sic]: labourers were wanting, and could not be other-
wise procured; the wretched victims themselves were probably
in such a situvation as to render & release from their infernal
prison, desirsble under any terms; and no doubt mesny of them
experlienced & more humane treatment, than they had been accus-
tomed to, even in their own Country, where a great proportion
cf them, it appears, are held in the most abject Slavery. An
humane Master, would by such unfortunate beings be regarded,
&8 in fact he would be, a great Benefactor." Ibid., 2%.

91;Eégﬁ, 26. Tucker did not have to resort to fletion
to portray the cruelty of overzealous overseers. As will be
discussed 1n Chapter IV, his personsl experience with such
men provided him with ample first-hand knowledge.
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Tucker's emotional resvonse to the cruelties imposed
upon Negro slaves is seen nmost eloquently in the following
poem, which accompanied hls Essay on Benevolence:

My Ear is pain'd.
My Soul is sick with every day's revort
Of wrong and outrage, with which earth is £illi‘'d.
There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart,
It does not feel for man. The natural Bond
Of Brotherhood is sever'd as the flax
That falls asunder at the touch of Fire.
‘He finds his fellow gullty of a Skin
Not colour'd like his own, and having pow'r
Ti'inforce the wrong, for such & worthy cause,
Dooms, and devotes him as his lawful prey.
And worse then all, and most to be deplored,
As human nature's broasdest, foulest blot,
Chains him, and tacks him, and exerts his sweat,
With stripes, that mercy wlith a bleeding Sﬁart,
Weeps when she sees inflicted on & Beast.

To curb these injustices, Tucker called upon sliaveowners
to check thelr "unfeeling overseers," but to abolish these
practices Tucker stressed, as he had in 1796, that there
had to be a change in "the laws of the Land.--However
tender our legislature may be of interfering with the rights
of the owner of a Slave, certainly these petty tyrants...
{should be punished] when they violate the bonds of necessary
and wmeritted chastisement, and set at nought the precepts
of'HumanltmﬁSB

Although Tucker had insisted he was "by no means tied down

to any particuliar mode by which [abolition] may be affected,"94

92yv1d., 26.
931bid., 26.

943t¢ George Tucker to Robert Pleasants, June 29, 1797,
Tucker Notebook, unnumbered, T-C Mss., 38,
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his greatest confidence remeined with his own plan. Tucker

distributed coples of the Dissertation on Slavery to friends,

to various persons interested in the cause of abolition, and
to individuals who were just interested in knowiling more
about Tucker himself.95 Furthermore, he thought the bisser-
ﬁéfidﬁ important enough to include as an appendix to his

96

1803 edition of Blackstone's Commentaries. The placement

of the proposal in thls work inereased its distribution
among the influential lawyers of Virginia. From the hand-

written additions to hls own copy of the Commentaries, 1t

seems likely that Tucker was going to keep the proposal in
the second edition of that work, which was being prepared

for publication a decade and a half later°97

95Copies of the Dissertation were personally sent to
such people as John Page (John Page to St. George Tycker,
July 18, 1797, T-C Mgs.), John Coalter (St. George Tucker
to John Coalter, Aug. 2, 1797, ibid.), Thomas Jefferson,
James Monroe, and James Madison (St. George Tucker to Thomas
Jefferson, Aug. 2, 1797, Writings of Thomas Jefferson, ed.
Tipscomb, IX, 416), Jeremy Belknap (St. George Tucker to
Jeremy Belknap, Aug. 13, 1797, Belknap Pavers, II, 427),
and John Adams (St. George Tucker to Richard Rush, Oct. 13,
1813 2 T"”C MSS ° ) e

96B1ackstone, Commentaries, ed. Tucker, I, pt. 2, 79-86.

97See St.George Tucker, Supplement to Note H, On the
State of Slavery in Virginia, which is a handwritten addition
to Tucker's propcsal that can be found interleaved in Tucker's
personal copy of Blackstone's Commentaries (I, pt. 2, T-C Mss.,
79«86 and loose leaf). This suppiement dates Tucker's renewed
interegt in republishing the Commentaries at about 1819. See
Chapter II, fn. 40. Tucker died before the second edition
could be publisghed.
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Tucker's supplementary ideas to his original propossal
for the gradual abolition of slavery are crucial for a true
evaluation of his commitment to the abolition cause. Written
toward the end of his life, the ldeas concerned the coloniz-
ation of free Negroes and were outgrowths of the seeds of a
colonization scheme which he had included in the originel
Dissertation. Although Tucker accepted the popularly heid

belief that colonization would have to follow emancipation,
it was at emancipation, not colonization, that he was aiming.
This commitment resulted in & colonizatlon proposal which

was wnigque for the 1820s.



CHAPTER III
TUCKER'S IDEAS ON THE COIONIZATION OF FREE BLACKS

Proposals for the colonization, or deportation, of
Negroes were not new to Virginia when St. George Tucker

wrote hils DisseftatidﬁwbﬁM51é€ery. Prominent Virginians,

sueh as Thomas Jefferson, FEdmund Pendleton, George Wythe,
and Ferdinendo Falrfax, had publicized their own ideas on
the subject at earlier dates, but it was the beginning of
the nineteenth century which saw the most serious consider-~
ation of eolonization., Tucker was one of many Virginians
whe supported the movement tc rid their state of free blacks,
but unlike most Virginians he supported territorial, not
African, colonization.

In 1776 Jefferson, Pendleton, and Wythe were chosen by
the Virginia legislature to revise the state's laws. Amongz
their suggestlions was a plan for the gradual emancipation
and colonization of Virginlats slave population "in such
place as the circumstances of the time would render most

propere"l Although this proposal was not accepted by the

lJefferaon, Ndfes on ﬁhémsééte of virginia, ed. Peden,
137‘“1380
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1egislature.2 the content of the plan was popularized by its

inclusion in Jefferson's thééhén tﬁéwéﬁéﬁeﬂbfnvirginia,

where Jefferson explained why he believed deportation would
have to follow emancipation£

Deep rooted prejudices entertained by the
whites; ten thousand recollections, by the
blacks, of the injuries they have sustained;
new provocations; the real dilstinctions
which nature has made; and many other cir-
cumstances, will divide us into parties,

and produce convulsions which will probably
never end but in the extermination of the
orie or the other race.... The unfortunate
difference of colour, and perhaps of faculty,
1s a vowerful obstacle to the emancipation
of these people. Many of their [antislavery]
advocates, while they wish to vindleate the
liberty of human nature, are snxious also

to preserve its dignity and beautye.ceoe

Among the Romans emancipation reguired but
one effort. The slave, when made free, might
nix with, without staining, the blood of his
master. But with us a second 1s necessary,
unknown to history. When freed, he is to

be removed beyond the reach of mixture.3

A bellef in the physical and mental inferiority of
Negroes, a fear of reprisals for past oppression, and a
degsire to keep the United States a whifte man's country

were behind most of the deportation proposzals made by

ASee Jullan R. Boyd, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson
(Princeten, 1950), II, 305-325 for a discussion of the pro-
posed revisal of Virginia's Jlaws. See 1ibid., 321-323, for a
discussion of the reluctance of the Virginia legislature
to revise the laws of the state. Charles Cullen describes
the revisal process as a '"searech for order" rather than a
movement for reform, in "St. George Tucker and Taw in
Virginia,” 135-155.

”vBJefferson, Noﬁés oﬁwthe State of Viigiﬁia,“ed. Peden,
137-143, See Jordan, White over Black, 436, 546-547; and
Staudenraus, African Colonization lMovement, 1-2,




Virginisns. In 1790 Ferdinando Fairfax™ suggested that
a colony for emancipated Negroes be established>in Africa.
As proof of the impossibility of incorporating Negroes into
American society, he asked, "Where is the man of all those
who have liberated thelr slaves, who would marry a son or a
dauvughter to one of them? if gé would not, who would?"5

As the historian H. N. Sherwood has pointed out:

During the last quarter of the eighteenth
century, deportation was regarded not as

& punishment for crime, not as a means to
prevent an increase in the number of free
negroes, but as a loglical outcome of nanu-
mission. Deportation had become a broad
socisl problem[ particularly the prevention
of race intermixture], involving the trans-
portation of the negro population to a dis-
tant territory with the aid of the state
and under tge auspices of the natienal
government.

When Tueker wrote his Dissertation on Slavery, he addressed

himgelf to this type of deportation scheme and bluntly stated
two objections. TFirst, the expense involved in transporting
the freed Negroes to thelr new homes (within or outside of
the United States), as well as the expense of supporting them
wntll they had established & viable economy and protection

from outside invasion, would be "beyond the revenues and

“Fairfax wag a wealthy Virginis planter and & close
friend of George Washington. Jordan, White over Black, 554n.

5Ferdinando Feirfax, "Plan for liberating the Negroes
within the wnited states f{sicl,"” The American Museum, or,
Unlversal Magazine, VIII (I790), 285. See Jordan, White over
Black, 55%=555; and Staudenraus, African Colonization Movement,

3"“‘0

6He N. Sherwood, "Early Negro Deportation Projects,”
Mississippl Valley Historieal Review, II (Mar. 1916), 487,
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abllities cof the State." Second, the possibllity of the
establishment of & separate colony in the United States
"would probably iay the foundation of intestine wars" between
whites and blacks.?

Tucker believed '"one of three courses...must inevitadbly

be pursuved; either ﬁg,ihcorpcrate them Eﬁhe Negroes] with ug,

to grant them freedom without any particlpation of civil

rights, or to retain them gg.slaverz."s To do the first

would be to go against the deep~rooted,prejudiees which he
and his s¢eieﬁy had come to honestly eappreciate. To do the
latter wovld be to deny those natural rights whieh Americans
honered as the foundatlen of thelr society. Therefore,
throughout his life, with perhaps one exception, Tucker chose
the "midéle course." In doing so he differed from most of
his contemporaries, but such a course.offeréd hinm an alter-
native to the colonization schemes he found so cbjectionable.
Tucker's earliest alternative was to suggest that

by denying them [[the Negroes] the most
valuvable privileges which civil government
affords, I wish to rendexr it thelr inclin-
ation and their interest to seek those
privileges in some other climate.... By
excluding them from offices, the seeds of
ambition would be buried too deep, even to
germinate; by dlsarmning them, we may caln
our apprehensions of their resentments )
arlsing from past sufferings; by incapace
itating them from holding lands, we should
remeove the Toundation of ambition, and
party-struggles.?

Trucker, Diésertﬁfién, 84,

- 8se, George Tucker to Jeremy Bellknap, June 29, 1795,
Belknapr Papers, II, 408,

9Tuecker, Dissert&ﬁion, QU=96,




Migretion out of Virginia would be voluntary (so there would
be no government expense) and individual (so no large colon&
would be established), but it would be to the advantage of
the free Negro to leave the state in favor of such areas as
"the Floridas, ILouisiana, and the country south of the mouth
of the Mississippi."lc Since this scheme was attached to
Tucker's abolition proposal, it was rejected by the Virginle
legislature along wlth the rest of hls plan.

Jefferson, Falrfax, and Tucker were addressing themselves
to a much debated issue in Virginia. Ever since 1782, when
the legislature had removed regtralints on private manumissions,
the‘number of free Negroes had increased rapldly. With this
increase came public outecries against free blacks, who were
chastized for belng alders of escaping slaves, thieves, and
public charges. There wag also a pervasive fear of raclal
amalganation. In 1793 the leglislature passed an act pro-
hibiting free Negroes from entering Virginia, but 1t was not
antil 1800 that it did anything about lessening the number of
free Negroes already residing in the sﬁate.ll

The fear engendered by the Gabriel Prosser insurrection
in the summer of 1800 caused the state legisiature to reap-

praise its policy concerning Negroes. George Tucker wrote

10s¢. George Tucker to Jeremy Belknap, Nov. 27, 1795,
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Pelknap Papers, II, 421. See Jordan, White over Black, 556, 559;

end Staudenraus, African Colonization Movement, 3-4%, for
accounts of Tucker'!s early colonization ideas.

11Russe11, Free Negro in Virginié, 61-66.
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to his cdusin?,St. George Tucker, "You must know...of the
recent attempt of the Negroes.... The Assembly no doubt wlli
consider it--but the public mind is not preéared for a
remedy which shall strike at thé root of the evil."12 The
remedy George Tucker hoped for was the abollition of slavery
and he was correct in predicting that the legislature would
not pass such a drastic measure. Instead, colonization
was considered to be & suitable program for ridding the state
of potential or actual colered 1nsurgents.13u On December 31,
18C0, the House of Delegates resolved "that the governocr be
requested to correspond with Ehe President of the United States,
on the subject of purchasing lands without the 1limits of this
State, whlther persons obnoxious to the laws, or dangerous
to the peace of society may be removed,"la This first
resolution was followed by three years of consideration and
clarification of the matter. By 1802, the Virginia legisla-
ture hoped for two separate programs: one, a2 colony on
"the continent of Africa, or any of the Spanish or Portuguese
settlenents in South America," for Negro insurgents; the

other, a colony "wlthout the 1imits"of the United States

to which any free Negro or mulatto could be sent as "a place

12
Msse.

George Tucker to St. George Tucker, Nov. 2, 1800, T=C

130010nization as e means to end slave revolts i1s dig-
cussed in Aptheker, American Negro Slave Revolts, 368; and
Staudenraus, Africen Colonizstion Movement, LOW.

IQJournalnéf the House of Delegates (Riechmond, 1800),
48. cColonial Williamsburg Research Library, Williamsburg,
Virginia. Microfilm 16-5,
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of asylum."15 The latter plan left open the cholice of a
site for such a colony. The territories of the United States
were considered, and, in 1804, a Virginia resclution requested
that the statet!s congressional representatives "exert their
begt efforts for the purpose of obtaining from the General
Government a competent position of territory, in the country
of Toulslana- [now a territory of the United States], to be
appropriated to the residence of such people of color as
have been or shall be emancipated in Virginia, or may here-
after become dangerous to the publie safety."16

As President of the United States during these years,
Thomas Jefferson recelved the resolutions of the Virginia
legislature. He was interested in the l1ldea of colonization
and promised to "execute their [fhe legislaﬁors{] wishes with
fidelity end zeal.®1? Jefferson, like the legislators, had

15Jane 16, 1802, Journal of the House of Delegates,
quoted in Archibald Alexander, A History of Colonization on
the Western Coast of Africa (Philadelphia, 1849), €9-70.
Agreed to by the Senate, Jan. 23, 1802. Ibid., 69.

16Dece 3, 1804, Journal of the House of Delegates,
quoted ibid., 72. Agreed to by the Senate, Jan. 22, 1805.
Ibiad., %2. See also Early l.ee Fox, The _American Coioniz&tion
Society, 1817-1840 (Baltimore, 1919), 4i-42; staudenraus,
Africen Colonization Movement, 4; Jordan, White over Black,
562-EF3; and particulariy Aiexander, History of Ccloni”auion,
62-72; and Rev. Philip Slaughter, The Virginian History of
African Colonization (Richmond, 1855), 1, 5, 6, for accounts
of the Virginia legislature's actions from 1800 to 1805.

‘ 17Mhomas Jefferson to James Monroe (Governor of Virginia),
Nov. 24, 1801, The Works of Thomas Jefferson, ed. Paul Lei-
cester Pord (New York, 1905), IX, 318.




an open mind as to the slites for such colonies. At first he
hoped for a settlement within the British colony of Sierre
T.eone on the coast of Africa,18 but the negotiations for

19 He toyea with ideas of using the

this purpose failled.
Northwest Territory, Canada, or Toulislana as places for
asylums, but he felt that "the Weat Indies offer a more
probably and practical retreat for them [ the Negroes].
Inhabited already by & people of their own race and color;
climates congenial with theilr natural constitution:; insulated
from the other descriptions of men; nature seems to have
formed these islands to become the receptacle of the blacks
transplanted into this hemisphere.,"20
The correspondence between Jefferson and the Virginia

legislature (through the state's governors) was kept a

18Thomas Jefferson to James Monroe, Jan. 23, 1802,
ibide, 374-375.

19Tnomes Jefferson to Rufus King (United States Minister
te Britain), July 13, 1802, ibid., 384-385; Thomas Jefferson
to John Page (Governor of Virginia), Dec. 23, 1803, The
Writings of Thomas Jefferson, ed. Albert Ellery Bergh
(Washington, 1907), XiX, 138
: onhomas Jefferson to James Monroe, Nov. 24, 1801, Works
of Thomas Jefferson, ed. Ford, IX, 316-318; Thomas Jefferson
to John Page, Dec. 23, 1803, Writings of Thomas Jefferson, ed.
Bergh, XIX, 138; Thomas Jefferson to John Page, Dec. 27, 1804,
quoted 1in Alexander, History of Colonization, 71. See also
the encouragling replies to Jefferson's suggestions. James
Monroe to Thomas Jefferson, June 15, 1801, The Writings of
James Monroe, ed. Stanilaus Murray Hamilton (New York, 1900),
IIL, 292-295; James Monroe to Thomas Jefferson, Feb. 13, 1802,
ibid, 336-338: James Monroe to Thomas Jefferson, June 11, 1802,

ibid., 351-353.




seoret at Jefferson's request,?l so the public was not fully
aware of the colonization efforts which were belng undertaken.
However, the debate over the acquisition of the Touisiana
Territory during these same years provided a public forum

for the consideration of the colonization question. While
antislavery memorials flooded Congress in opposition to the
acauisition of thls new territory, which many believed would
guarantee the expansion of slavery.21 Tucker expressed_his

hope for an opposite effect. In Reflections on the Cession

of Toulgiana to the United States,23 he listed as one of the

vgdventage(s] which may possibly accrue to the United States
from this acgulsition' the potential use of "the southern
raxrts of l.ouigiana" as a place for the colonization of free
blacks. This suggestion was a radical departure from his
earlier view that the deportatien of blacks to a single colony
would be expensive, inhumane, and dangerous to the security
of the white population. Tucker hoped that by modifying his
own ideas to coincilde with the more popular colonization
proposals he might hasten the "great work of the abolition

of slavery." But the appeal he made in 1803 was still tinged

21"You will perceive that some circumstances connected
with the subject, and necessarily presenting themselves to
view, would be improper but for yours and the legislative ear.
Thelr publiecation might have an 11l effeet in more than one
quarter." Thomag Jefferson to James Monroe, Nov. 24, 1801,
Works of Thomag Jefferson, ed. Ford, IX, 315. See also James
Monroe to Speakers of General Assembly, Dec. 21, 1801,
Writings of James Monroe, ed. Hamilton, III, 322.

zznocke, Anti-Slavery, 162-163.

23 (washington, 1803).
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with»the remnants of past disappointments. Bitterly he con-
c¢luded, "Would to God, that I could flatter myself that this
was not a mere vislionary projectl"24
Tucker's scheme proved to be a "Utoplan idea,"25
because slavery was permitted to expand into the new land.‘
At the same time, however, other national efforts were cur-
tailing some of the injustices of the system of slavery.
For the next few years, Virginia and the other Americaen states
coneentrated on the federal abolition of the forelgn slave
trade, which was accomplished in 1808.26
While Virginia was trying to curtail the importation
of African glaves, it was also attempting to curtail its
own free Negro population. All slaves manumitted after May
1, 1806, were required to leave the state within twelve months
of the tims they were granted their freedom. Although this
law called for renewed efforts toward colonizing this clags
of Negroes, it faelled to provide a place for these peovle to
go.27 As Virginia's expatriated blacks migrated to neigh-
boring Maryland, Kentucky, and Delaware, these states passed

acts which prohibited the permanent residence of free Negroes

o 241bia.g 24.26. See Staudenraus, African Colonization
Movement, .

»w25Tucker, Refiectiéﬁéwéh'éhéwéeésichwof“iouiéiana, 25,

26Locke, Aﬁti«Slavery, 143-154. Prior to 1808 there had
been a congtitutional ban on federal action concerning thne
glave trade.

27Hen1ng, ed., The Statutes at iargé, XVI, 252, See also
Slauvghter, Virginian History, 17; and Russell, Free Negro in

Virginia, 70.
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from other states.28 The only alternative appeared to be a
colony outside of the United States, but the Virginia legis-
lature did not take up thlis matter again for another decade.

Many events led up to the decisions of 1816. The
movement for African colonization, which culminated in the
formation of the American Colonization Socliety, gathered
momentum after the Wer of 1812. Benevolent socleties
flourished and a national effort to ameliorate the condition
of free Negroes in the United States soon developed.29

In 1816 Charles Fenton Mercer3® took advantage of the
growing public interest in colonizatlon and presented a
resolution to the Virginie House of Delegates which called
for a renewed effort on the part of the Presldent and Congress
to obtain "a territory on the coast of Africa, or at some
other place, not within any of the States, or territorial
government of the United States, to serve for an asylum" for

free Negroes.Bl The popular resolution was passed with

little oppositionoBZ

281pid., 71-72.

ngtaudenraus, Africén Coibnizétion Movement, 12-22.

BOMereer wag a member of the House of Delegates from
1810 to 1817, when he resigned to enter Congress. He was
active in movements for the suppression of the slave trade
and the colonization of free Negroes. "Mercer, Charles," DAB,
eds. Johnson and Malone, XII, 539.

~ 3lprexander, History of Colonization, 75-77; Slaughter,
Virginian History, 8.

32In the House of Delegates, there were only nine votes
against the resolution; in the Senate, only one vote against
1t. Alexander, History of Colonization, 76. See also Stauden-
raus, African Colonization Movement, 31; Fox, American Coloni-
zation Society, 4344,
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On December 28, 1816, shortly after the Virginia legis-
lature hed reasserted its interest in colonization, the
American Colonization Society was formed "'to promote and
execute!" gschemes for the colonization of free blacks.>>
While leaving i1t up to Congress to decide on the site for
such a colony, the soclety's memorial to both houses of
Congress éhowed its preference for "Africa, the native land
of negroes...as the only country on the globe to which it
would be practicable to transfer our free people of colour
with safety, and advantage to themselves and the civilized
werld.”"” The society belleved the Negroes® "distinet charac-
ter and relative condition, render an entlire separation from
our own states and territories indispensable."34 By 1816,
the trend in colonization thinking had moved away from the
consideration of areas near the United States. Instead,
concentrated effort was being placed on acquiring a colony
in & totally different continent.

T.ocal auxiliaries of the national society guickly appeared
in the counties and citles of eastern Virginia,35 and

prominent Virginians, such as John Marshall, James Madlson,

23“§zibid., b7; Staudenraus, Afrlcan Colonization Movement,

34"The-memoria1 [sicl of the President and Board of
Menagers of the American Soclety for Colonizing the Free
Peorle of Colour of the United States,'" gquoted in Alexander,
History of Colonization, 94-95,

. 3581aughter, Virginian HisﬁoryJ 11; Kussell, Free Negro
in Virginia, 73.
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and Jemes Monroe, became actively involved in the cause. 36
Many,Virginians who were interested in the movement recognized
that "Ehe.fepugnance of the Whites to their'[}he Negroesf]
continuance among them is founded on prejudices themselves
founded on physical distinctions, which are‘hbt likely soon,
if ever to be eradicated.n37 Therefore, they looked to the
national government to ald in the enormous project of Negro

deportation.38

Many Virginians, such as William H. Fitzhugh
and the Reverend William Meade, also publiclzéd the idea that

the ultimate goal of the national society was to provide an

36James Monroe became president of the T.oudoun County
auvxiliary. John Marshall became president of the Richmond
and Manchester sauxiliary, which had James Madison, James
Monroe, and ex-governor James FPleagants as its vice-presidents.
In 1833, eighty-two year old James Madison was elected presi-
dent of the Colonization Soclety. Staudenraus, African
Colonization Movement, 106-107, 183. Although Thomas Jeffer-
son did not become a member of the American Colonization
Society, believing '"this enterprise is for the young," his
correspondence 1is filled with hope "for those who can follow
it up, and bear it through to its consummation.”™ Thomas
Jefferson to Edward Coles, Aug. 25, 1814, Works of Thomas
Jefferson, ed. Ford, XI, 419. See Slaughter, Virginian History,
11-15, for a list of officers and members in the Virginia
auxiliaries.

37James Madison to lafayette, 1821, The VWritings of
Jameg Madison, ed. Gaillard Hunt (New York, 1908), IX, 85n.
See algo James Madison to Robert J. Evans, June 15, 1819,
ibid., VIIT, 440; James Madison to Francis Wright, Sept. 1,
1825, 1bid., I¥, 90; Thomas Jefferson to Edward Coles, Aug.
25, 18I4 . Works of Thomas Jefferson, ed. Ford, XI, 418; Thomas
Jefferson to William Short, Jan. 28, 1826, ibid., XII, 434,

38Tnomas Jefferson to Jared Sparks, Feb. 4, 1824, ibid.,
XII, 339; James Madison to Robert J. Evans, June 15, 1819,
Writings of James Madison, ed. Bunt, VIII, 442, 446; James
Madison to lLafayette, Nov. 1826, ibid., IX, 265,




avenue for the emancipation of all slaves.39

By 1821, the American Colonization Soclety had obtained
gome territory on the African continent (the area which is
now Liberia) and was optimistic about the success it would
have in carrying out its humanitarian scheme.ao By that
year, Americans were also beginning to adjust to the compro-
mise division of the IT.ouisiana Territory at the 36° 30° line.
The southern part of the terrltory was to be open to the
expansion of sglavery; the northern part free of slaves. It
was in 1821, too, that St. George Tucker completed his own

plan for the colonization of free Negroes.41

39F1t2hugh'w&s a glaveholder who was very active in the
American Colonization Soclety. Fox, American Colenizoetion
Secliety, 48, FPoxr Fitzhugh's view, see African Repository and
Coronial Journal, IT (Oct. 1826), 254. Meade was an agent
for The American Colonizatlion Society and later became bighop
of Virginis, Fox, American Colonization Society, 4#8. For
Meade's view, see Africen Repository, I (July 1825), 148,
Medison and Jefferson expressed gimilar feelings. Thomas
Jefferson to Jared Sparks, Feb. &4, 1824, Yerks of Thomas
Jefferson, e¢d. Ford, XII, 334m339. James Madison to Robert J.
Evans, June 15, 1819, J%itin =3 of James Madison, ed. Hunt,
VIXI, 41442, cColonization of free Negroes as a means ﬁc

a@hieve the emancipation of glaves is discussed in Stauvdenraus,

African Colonization Mavement, 104-106, 113-114; and Fox,
American Colonization SﬁCl?uyv paseinme.

: 4OIde., 67-68; Stauvdenraus, ﬁfrican'Colonization Move-
ment 65-68; Alexander, History of Colonization 167<173.

hiThe colonization plan has a finsl date of Jan. 10,
1821. FHowever, the whole supplement vas not written in 1821.
The first ideas suggested by Tucker take into account the
Spanish control of East Florida and the pending treaty of
cession. The later ideas mention the cession of this terri-
tory, as well as the possibllities for settlement west of
the Rocky Mountaing (referring to Spain's renunciation of any
claim 1t might have had to the Oregon area). Therefore, it
seems probable that Tucker wrote and revised his plan between
1819 2nd January 1821.
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At the same time the American Colonization Soclety and
its Virginie auxiliaries were deporting Negroes and mulattoes
to Africa in order to maintain a peaceful, white United
States, and at the same time Congress was dividing the Toulsl-
ana Territory, making it half-slave, half-free, Tucker was
devising a colonization scheme which was radically different
from both approaches. All of the practical considerations
which had led him to devise a plan for the graduval abolition
of slavery were vividly in his mind when he created his own
colonization plan, but, despite these incessant fears of
race wars, vagabondism, and miscegenation, hils overriding
considerations were that the creatlion of a separate black
colony in Africa would entail unnecessary, inordinate public
expense and that it would leave the uneducated, unskilled
Negroes to the vagarles of nature and the savagry of outside
invaders.

Tucker's basic ideas had not changed since 1796. The
continuity of his ideas is besgt seen in the way he wished

to present his colonization proposal. The Dissertation on

Slavery had been republished in 1803 as an appendix, "On the

State of -Slavery in Virginia," in Tucker's edition of William

L2

Blackstone's Cdﬁﬁénﬁéfiéé'dﬁlfﬁé Lawé'bf“England; Tucker

planned to include this appendix, along with a supplement to

it, in a second edltion of this work. The supplement was

8642B1ackstone, Commentaries, ed. Tucker, I, pt. 2,
79-86. '




his scheme for the colonization of free blacks.43 Popular
interest in the deportation of Negroes had stirred Tucker to
a deeper consideration of the problem, but this renewed
consideration had not altered his earlier views. He 1insisted:
The principles upon which the preceeding [gic]
plan for the gradual abolitlon of Slavery in
Virginia, was form'd are to be regarded as
indispensible [sic] concomitants of this plan.
My object being to emancipate the Slave ; and
afford him an asylum sgainst poverty, and
wretchedness, without inviting him to stay
within the territories of the United States,
if he can find a hsppier or morgucomfortable
Sitvation in any other Country.

Tucker pondered over & sultable loecation for the settle-~
rent of a large number of free Negroes. He discarded "BEast
Florideae," becauvse of "its proximity to Cuba, and the other
Isleands in the West Indies already £1il11lt'd with negroe Slavag,
who may in tine follow the Example of those in St. Domingo,
and form...nations of Rarbarians and pirates."®5 Although
he speculated about settlements in the Rocky Mountaln area
and on the Pacific coast, he once again chose the T.oulsiana
Tevritory as the ideal location for colonies of free Negrces.
The entire territory wes large enough to accommodate Americatis

black population "without the difficulties and...expence,

@3The handwritten Supplement to Note H, On the State of
Slavery in Virginia may be found interleaved in Tucker's per-
sonal copy of his edition of Blackstone's Comnmentaries (I,
pt. 2, T=C MsS., 79=-86 and loose leaf).

44Tucker, Supplement to Note H, 80. Tucker meant
tactual states!" when he used the term"territories.”

¥51pia., 79.
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which must attend any attempt to colonize them in Africa."46

Next, in his characteristic manner of outlining & plen
detail by detaill, Tucker constructed a scheme for the coloni-
zation of this territory based on the voluntary emigration
of blacks. He suggested that all vacant government land
west of the Missisgssippl River be divided into sectlions thirty
miles square. Every section was to be divided into twenty-
five townships, each six miles square. He also proposed
that the ecentral townshlp of each section be reserved by the
United States as "an assylum [sic] for Negroes, and other
persons of coleu%, willing to settle therein."47 All colored
persons desiring residence in the agylum had to possess "a
certificate, or other satisfactory proof of hls absolute
freedom, and that he 1s not a fugltive from Justice."*® Eacnh
acceptable colored famlly would then be given a twenty acre
rlot of land, free from rents and taxes. The title to this
land was to be retained by the United States and the settlers

were to be regarded as '"Tenants for Life."49 Tucker calcu-

461bid,, 79-80, 86, and loose leaf. Tucker's concern
over the high cost of the colonization and protection of
Negroes in Africa proved to be reasonable. The American
Colonization Soclety was in constant need of funds and con-
tinvously souvght federal assistance, because private donations
were not sufficient to carry out its program. Staudenraus,
African Colonization Meovement, 36, 38, 48-58, 68, 150-151, 169;
Fox, American Colonization Society, 70-71, 75-76, 88, 191, 210;
and Slauwghter, Virginian History, 9.

4Zﬁucker,_8upp1ement to Note H, 80.

4811014, 82.

91p14., 8b.
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lated that about a half-million black persons could be
supported in these asylums. He could think "of no other
means, by which a provision could be made for such a number., "50

In the center of each asylum Tucker proposed reserving
six hundred and forty acres for "a Village, or place of
resort, and residence, for white mechannics'fgigj, and traders;
and for a Schoolmaster, or Schoolmasters, and such Teachers
of Beligion as may be willlng to settle themselves in those
agylums, for the purpose of instructing the black people,
and their children."’l To encourage such people to move 1nto
the Negro asylums, schoolmasters and religlous instructors
were to be offered elghty acres of land, rent- and taex-free.
Mecheniecs and tradesmen would receive ten acres.52 Iaw and
order in the asylums were to be enforced by Jjustices of the
peace and other officergs chosen primarily from the white
settlers in each asylum, although black constables might
also heip.53 Two of the dutles of the justices of the peace
would be to compel all able inhablitants of the asylum to

work and to "bind...out" all "vagrants and 1d1ers."54

501114., 85.
Sl1pia., 81.
521p14,, 82.

53At first Tucker felt that '"nmo negroe or person of
Colour... should hold any c¢ivil office or appointment, what-
soever." By Jan. 1821, he had changed his mind and had written,
"Perhaps 1t mlight be advisable to appoint some of the BRlacks
or other people of colour, to be constables, in each asylum,
with power to Command and keep the peace among thelr fellow
negroes." Ibid., 83, 83n.

5%rn14., 83,
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After Tucker constructed this first draft of his plan,
he began to have second thoughts about the practicability of
certain of its ideas. He decided twenty acres might not be
enough land to support a Negro famlily, so he increased the
allotment to forty acres. But the most important revisions
he made were to increase the encirclement of the Negro aesylums
and to lessen Negro rights. Instead of & whole township
devoted to colored inhabltants, Tucker decided that four
separate asylums per section was a better idea. FEach asylum
was to be the size of a gquarter-~township (three miles square)
and situated twelve mliles from all other asylums. There
would still be & professional community in the different
asylung, but it would be smaller. By decreasing the size of
the asylum.and the number of its inhabitants and by scattering
the asylums throughout the sectlon, Tucker belleved he could
offer.the white settlers in the surrounding townships much
greater protection against the possibility of Negro violence.
Tucker also suggested an additional set of regulations. The
establishment of "tippling houses" and the sale of alcohol
were to be punished by vsevere penalties, in addition to
Expulsion from the assylum."55 Furthermore, guns and ammu-
nition were to be excluded from those asylums which were in

56

no danger of Indian attack.

551114., 86.

-

561p14a., 85-86.



Tucker's plan for colonizing free Negroes in the western
territories of the United States reflected his personal lideas
about blacks. The isolation of colored peoﬁle:in asyluns was
the result of Tucker's continuing fears about miscegenation
end the lawlessness of blacks. The regulations for colored
regidents of the asylums were additions to the restrictions

on free Negroes in hls-Disseftation onn Slavery. Moreover, by

giving the inhabitants the status of '"Tenants for Tife" and
by compelling them to labor, Tucker hoped to prevent the
creation of an idle, starving, vagaebond class.

It is a moot guestion ags to whether Tucker's colonization
plan was any more humene than the ones which suggested African
gettlements. Were African colonies more or less cruel than
freeing Negro slaves, practically foreing them to emigrate
from Virginia, and them reducing them to virtual slavery in
the Loulisiana Terriﬁory? Whatever the answer to this question
may be, Tucker bellieved his proposal was more humane than
turning uwneducated Negroes lcose in a forelgn environment.
Moreover, Tucker was sure hls proposal was the more practical
of the two. The enormous amount of time and money required
to depcrt blacks to Afrieca would postpone the final emanci-
pation of all slaves. Most antisliavery advocates believed
slavery would be abolished only when whites could be assured
of a controlled free Negro poprulation. Since the abolition
of slavery was Tucker's ultimate goal, he purposely devisged
& scheme which would speedlily, but effectively, colonize and

restrioct free blacks.
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Pesplite this obvious clash of opinions between Tucker
and his contemporarles, there was absolutely no debate
between them. It is quite possible that Tucker never told
anyone about his colonization proposal. No surviving corres-
pondence has been found which would show that he discussed
these thoughts with any of his friends or intellectusl
acquaintences. This fact becomes important when one compares
this lack of correspondence with the full year of corxrrespon-
dence on slavery and its graduval abolition which preceded

the publication of Tucker's Dissertation on Slavery.57 Further-

more, the supplement was never published. Tucker died before
he was able to bring out his planned second edition of

Blackstone's Commentaries. The proposal remalned buried in

his personal library.

One can only speculate as to why Tucker did not publicize
his views. Perhaps he saw the difficulty of establishing his
geonetrical sections and townships in territorles which were
filling up with scattered populations of whites and Negro
slaves. Perhaps he belleved the African colonization move-
nment was too entrenched to be easily pushed aside. Perhaps
he realized that the majority of influential Southerners
had begun to accept slavery as a necessity for their expanding
cotton economy--an economy which reaped its highest profits

in the western cotton lands. Or perhaps Tucker, like Jeffer-

57"Queries Respecting the Slavery," Mass. Hist. Soc. Coll.,
ist Ser., IV, 191-211; Belknap Papers, II, 378-423,




son in his old age, had declded to leave the reform movement
in the hands of a younger generation. He was almost seventy
years old wheri he wrote his colonization proposal. The
rejection of his plan for gradual abollition of slavery in
1796 had left him embittered and defeated as a younger man.
It is not surprising that in 1821 he did not actively seek
what might have been another humiliating experience.

Tucker was not unique in his prejudices, in his fears
for his society, or in his hopes for the gradual abolition
of slavery. HMany men in Virginia and the rest of the United
States shared these thoughts. However, Tucker's ideas sbout
the colonization of free blacks was unique. At a time when
most Americans were turning asway from the territories of the
United States as possible receptacles for an enormous free

Negro population, Tucker was turning toward them. While his

contemporaries worked to make the United States a white man's

country, Tucker proposed to open the West to both whites and
free blacks. True, this d4id not mean that Tucker would
acquiesce to a mulatto country. Negroes were to be severely
confined in order to prevent this from happening. However,
his most important goal was freedom for all slaves and he
was willing to sacrifice some of America's western land to
bring this about.

Tucker's colonization proposal was based on an ideology
typical of the last quarter of the eighteenth century. His
thoughts had not changed to correspond with the alteration
in political, economic, and intellectuwnl attitudes of the

7
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early nineteenth century. By then revolutionary vigor and
moral indignatlon over slavery were wearing thin within the
general population. Most southern antislavery advocates had
turned to Africen, not territorial, colonization as a moder-~
ate plan, which would achieve their purposes without offending
white Americans. By tenaclilously holding on to hils eighteenth-
century principles, Tucker was out of step with this newer
generation of colonizatlonists and the society which made
their version of colonization popular. By his silence, by
the detailed menuscript which remained unpublished and

unpublicized, Tucker showed that he realized this.



CHAPTER IV
TUCKER AS SLAVEHOLDER AND JUDGE:
A BEHAVTIORAL ACCEPTANCE OF SLAVERY

The ideas expressed in all of St. George Tucker's
writings suggest a man who was skeptical about the character
and capabilities of Negroes, but a man who was so offended
by the moral evil of slavery and so afrald of possible
slave uprisings that he longed for an immedlate step toward
the abolition of chattel servitude. It is often easier to
theorlize about morality and the means to achieve it than it
is to put one's ideas into practice. The question remains,
did Tucker practice what he preached? Did he own slaves?
How did he treat them or, more importantly, d4id he emancipate
them? Moreover, as & judge, dld Tucker attempt to ameliorate
the legal status of enslaved and free Negroes?

Tucker did not exempt himself from the ownership of
slaves. He was in charge of the slaves that were attached
to the plantations which his two wives (both widows) brought
to their marriages and he was also the owner of a number of
siaves at his personal residence in Willlamsburg. The
plantations of the John Randolph estate, including Bizarre,
Matoax, and Roanoke, were eventually turned over to Randolph's

children when they came of age. Before that time Tucker
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supervised groups of approximately thirty-three, fifteen,
and sixty-five slaves respectively.l Corrotoman plantation,
part of the George Carter estate, was eventually operated
by Joseph Cabell, Tucker's son-in-law, and Charles Carter,
Tucker's stepson, but Tucker always derived an income from
the piéntatlon and was consulted on all important matters.z
Corrotoman was worked by a labor force of between seventy-
glx and one hundred twenty-six slaves, a labor force which
increased after Tucker took charge of the plantation's
affairs.3 Moreover, Tucker owned an average of thirteen
slaves while living in Williamsburg. This was a comparatively
large number, considering the average number of slaves owned
by Williamsburg families in the late eighteenth century was
five or six.#A

The iarge nunber of slaves Tucker owned may account for
his involvement in the hiring out or sale of some of them.

Tucker was a shrewd businessman when it came to such dealings.

1See Tables 1, 2, and 3.

25ee St. George Tucker to Joseph Cabell, May 10, 1814,
June 8, 18314, Cabell Family Papers, Uhiversity of Vlrginia
Ch&rlﬁttngille Virginia. Hereafter cited as Cabell Papers.

BSee Table 4.

Hhea W. Tate Jr., The Negro in Eighteenth-Century
Williamqbu{g {(Charlottesville, 1965), 51. Tate has computed
the number of slaves owned by late eighteenth-century Williems-
burg familles and has indicated that any household with an
extremely large number (10-19) of slaves was an exception.
Ibid., 51. See Table 5.
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He provided his agent for such salesd with detalled terms that
were to be met and advised him to be careful when bargaininé
with prospective buyers. On behalf of hils daughter, who wished
to sell five slaves, Tucker wrote, "The higher price of
negroes at present encourages me that you will dispose of
them for more than the sum limited in the power of attorney
(k200), and I rely on your exertions to do so. You will
apprise the purchaser whose preperty they are, that ignorance
nmay not hereafter be pretended."é

Some of the slaves Tucker offered for sale had pre-

viously been hired out for a long perlod of time. He soon
learned of the diffieulties involved in such sales. Williem
Haxell maede excuseg for the delay in selling Tucker's daughter's
slaves by pointing out, "I think this property ought to bring
the sum you have named, and I believe it would readily have
done g0, had they not been indulged in hiring their time for
2 or 3 years past, which circumstence operates very unfaver-
ably on the minds of people here."7 for "“the ebjeet&o@ﬁis,
that they have g0 long hired their time and lived without

contreuleﬁe Eventually Haxall was able to sell the slaves for

5Usua11y William Haxall of Petersburg (see St. George
Tuecker-Williem Haxall correspondence, T-C Mss., pagsim), but
also, in at least one case, his overseer (William Withers to
St. George Tucker, Mar. 11, 1782, ibid.).

6St. George Tucker to William Hazall, Dec. 2, 1796, ibid.
See also detalls over the sale of Tucker'’s slave, Sally Quomino.
St. George Tucker to William Haxall, Feb. 17, 1801, ibid.

7Wiiliam Hexall to St. George Tucker, Dec. 20, 1796, iﬁiaa

8w1111am Baxall to St. George Tucker, Feb. 10, 1797, 1bid.
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the %200 requested, but not before Tucker had been given the
opportunity to reject the offer of John R. Davis to purchase
the slaves with the hope of emancipating them.

The slaves involved in the sale had asked Davis to
become their owner, so Davis offered Tucker "good bonds pay-
able in twelve months;: or Western lands, at a price which
I have frequently been offered for éhem," for thelr purchase.
He also informed Tucker that he had "no other view than to
give them an opportunity of liberating themselves by returning
me the purchase money, with interest, and what shall be deemed
a reasonable compensation for my risk" and that "Mr. Haxall
has promlgsed the serventis that the Sale shall be postponed
until your determination shall be known."9 No evidence has
been found to explain Tucker'is "determination," but three
monthe later the slaves were sold te Haxall's nelghbor, Mr.
Robert Birchett .10

In the case of Sally Quomino and her children, Tucker
decided to sell them after thelr lsbor no longsr provided him
with a source of revenue. He had been informed by Sally's
employer that "the trouble and expense of keeping her and her

two children [Wagj‘more,than adeguate to her serviceg,"ll A

[ e g ke e s e L b e fm e b T e v e A Y A o e b it ML s e e 8 e e 1 e

9Jomn R. Davlisg to St. Geerge Tucker, Jan. 5, 1797, iﬁi&.

. 1owilliam Haxall to St. George Tucker, June 28, 1797,
ibiaa It is diffieult to determine how much Tucker's daughter
infiuenced his decision not to sell her slaves to Davis.

o g, George Tucker to Freeland and Giilies, Mer. &, 1798,
ibid.: Freeland and Gillies to St. George Tucker, Mar. 17, 1798
1bido



purchagser was not easily found and three years ;ater Tucker
prodded Haxall to continue looking for a buyer or else to
hire them out "upon the best terms you can."12

Tucker accepted the slave system as & soclal and legal
reality with which he would have to live until legislative
abolition could be brought about. Besides dealing with the
hiring, buying, and selling of his own slaves and those of
his immediate family, he often acted as an advisor or agent
for the sale or purchase of cther peopleis slave preperty.l3
Furthermore, Tucker’s own slaves were never maaumitted.lu
Fear for the safety of his femily, concern for the future
welfare of the Negroes, and an awareness of the legal intri-
cacies Involved in manumission, all caused him to reject the
idea of individual emaneipatien.

In 1813 Tucker's second wife, Tella, requested to pur-
chase any right of inheritance that her son by her first

marriage might have had to her servants. She desired to be

; lzst. George Tucker to William Haxall, Feb. 17, 1801,

IBDonald Campbell to St. George Tucker, Sept. 6, .1787,
ibidae H. Lee to St. George Tucker, Jan. 18, 1796, ibid..
Pavid Anderson to St. George Tucker, Mer. 23. 1801, ibid.:
St. George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, Apr. 8, 1808, Bryan
Family Papers, University of Vlrginia, Charlottesville, Vir-

ginia. Hereafter cited as Bryan Papers. There is no evidence

that Tucker ever recelved money for his services in this
connection.

1§Tueker's wife inherited his slave property. Upon
her death, the slaves were inherited by the Tusker children.
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See w1131amgburg Psrsocnal Property Taxes, 1828-1829, CW Research

Lib. Microfilm M-i-47; St. George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell,
June 8, 1814, Cabell Papers.
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able to bequeath these slaves to her new husband should she
die before him. Charles Carter, Leila Tucker'’s son, suggested
an aliternative plan. Rather than be paid for gilving up his
rights, he preferred "to cede my right in them to you, on
the express condition that in case my Father[}in-lawﬂ survives
you, he shall hold them 'till his death, when they shell be
emancipated by him, and in the event of your out-living him,
you shall make the like use of them"1l5 After Mrs. Tucker
informed her husband of this offer, Tucker wrote down his
thoughts on the matter. He rejected Carter's plan for &
number of reasons. Flrst, he feared the fatal consequences
which would follow should the slaves learn that the deaths
of their master and mistress were all that stood between
their slavery and freedom: "Such a Temptation ought in no
cagse to be held out to poor ignorant creatures, who might
be misled by the vicilous Councils of others."16 Further-
more, Tucker expleined:

As the Taw is at present and probadly will
gontinuve, should they be emancipated they
mugt depart the State forever, within a year,
or be sold agaln ag Slaves by the overseers
of the poor. The effect of the former

would be to send them into perpetual Bsnishe
nent from their friends and Connexions, poor,
ignorant, and friendless. Those in the
deeline of 1life would perish miserable, and
those who were not would be obliged to

15Charles Carter to Leila Tucker, Jan.. 18, .1813, T-C
Mss.

lésﬁc George Tucker to lLeila Tucker (memo), Jan. 19,
1813, ibid.



encounter every hardship that powverty, igno-

rance, a want of friends, and a complexicn

indicative of a State of Slavery could

expose them to.l
The possibility that they might be arrested and sold as
runaway slaves by the overseers of the. poor was nro better an
alternative. If sold to an inhumane master, the slaves would
vexperience & Lot an Hundred times harder than that which
they have been for more than twenty years accustomed, and
in which they probabdly are, and will continue as happy., ss
they ére capable of beiﬂg."la

So Tucker remained & slaveowner and as such he faced many

problems typlcal of that position. Toward the end of the
American Revolution, when the British campaign was centered
in ﬁhefséﬁth, Tucker wes not exempt from losing seme of hils

19

slaves ﬁc the enenmny . Nor d4id his plantations fare any better

during the War of 1812, when the British carried off forty-
three Negroes, "the flower of our people," from the Corro-

20

toman plantation. For these slzves, Tucker hoped "to obtain

Restitution, or at least a Certificate from the Captain of

17&2&@. Tucker was referring to the state law passed
in 1806, which required manumitted slaves to leave Virginisa
within twelve months of the time they were granted their
freedom. Hening, ed., The Statutes at large, XVI, 252.

i8

1901115am Withers to St. George Tucker, Aug. 10, 1781,
ibid. ‘

2050seph C. Cabell to J. H. Cocke, Apr. 28, 1814, Cabell
Papers; St. George Tucker to John Rischerson, Apr. 24, 1814,
ibid.; St. Geexrge Tusker to Joseph C. Cabell, Sept. 14, 1814,
ibid. Table 4 shows the drop in the number of slaves at
Corrotoman, althoeugh information for 1815 is scarce.
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the 3hip on Board of which they are, that they are on.board-"21

As an sbsentee owner, many of the probiems Tucker had
to deal with concerned the supervision of overseers, some
of whom were prone to "extreme and repeated cruelty" toward
the slaves.22 The Corrotoman plantetion was sometimes
the scene of such cruelties. Tucker was astonished and dis-
mayed at the "intemperate" conduct of the overseer, Mr. Robert-

son:

To strip a poor woman for overstaying her
time with her Child a few minutes, wasg a
plece of barbariasnisme.... And if this young
Brute at Corrotoman is not checkid I shall
not wonder if he is [ murdered by the Negroes].
I had almost said that I should not lizament

it: in sueh abhorrence do I hold Conduct

of this Kind.<3

Enother time he despalred:

Twe young men, r™unaways from thence, made
their aeppearance last week. One had been
partly whivped and made his escape by the
rope by wnich he was tied, breaking: the
other says he was drawn up to be whipped,
because he had been to see his wifecess
Five others, they say were in the Woods.
This 1s an abominable state of things, and
I aimost wish T were dgﬁd that I might hear
nor see any more such.?

2134, George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, Apr. 24, 181%4,
Cabell Papers.

22Franees Bland Tucker to St. George Tucker, Nov. 17870721,
T""c :Mg Se

23St; George Tuckey to Joseph C. Cabell, Peb. 12, 1808,
Bryan Papersg.

_M_M2Q3t. George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, Aug. 12, 1812,
1bid.



Robertson's actions led Tucker to conclude, "I am by no
means satisfied that that intemperate young man should re-
main there, ﬁnless Mr. Robertson takes upon himself to control
his Conduct more than he has done."25

Some form of punishment was necessary, however, for
those slaves who misbehaved or ran away and Tucker was not
adverse to using severe punishment when he felt it was needed.
Although "overseers were the greatest Brutes of Creation."26
they fulfilled a necessary function on the plantation "as
instruments of oppression.;.over s1aves.“27 In at least one
case, Tucker had a men hired to flog & violent and insub-
ordinate runaway slaveZB and the same treatment was probably
used on Joseph Cabellts slave, Billy, who robbed the Tucker's
Wiiliamaburg house. Tucker wrote to Cabell, "Bring Billy
doewmn with you=-~as I an debtermined to send him back, with &
nemento against ﬁhieving."zg Another runawey was punished
in a different manner. '"We must make an example of him,"

Tucker wrote, "by sending him off the plantation as soon as

g 4
251p1d.
26114,
27"Th@y vere in 81l other respects outecasts of Society."t

Ste George Tucker to William Wirt, Sept. 25, 1815, "Williiam
Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry," William and Mary Quarterly,
1st Ser., XXII (Apr. 101&), 254,

zgﬁenry Richerson to St. George Tucker, Jan. 23, 1817,
T-C Iss.; John Richerson to St. George Tucker, Feb. 22, 1818,
ibid.

29s¢. George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, May 27, 1807,
Bryan Papers; 8t. George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, Feb. 12,
1808, ibid.
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it can be done with convenience."30
On the whole, Tucker was a concerned and understaending
master, because he believed that fgeod Servants may be ranked

anong the very ‘best-of-our- Friends, and we should evinca to

them that we consider them such, by frienﬁly conduct and
an interest in their every comfort."31 He fed, clothed, and
worried about the health and happiness of his slaves, 32
but was practical about the extent of such care. After
having sent a mulatto servant to his stepson, Theodorick
Bland, Tucker offered the following fatherly advice: %It is
that you will not run into any Expense in the article of
Cloaths Eg&g] for him, beyond what is barely necessary. Your
owngEOr Johnny'!s cast cloaths may be made to fit him: should
you aim at a Servant in Livery, it will be the means of run-
niag you intoe many unnecessary disbursementso“BB

Tucker's slaves appreclated their master's concern for
their welfare and turned to him for suecor in their old age.

One aiave, Phillis, wrote:

_ . 30g¢, George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, Feb. 8, 1808,
1bid

o 313te George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, May 10, 1811,
ivid.

32John Woodson to St. George Tucker, E ssim, T=C Mss.;
Frances Bland Tucker to St. George Tucker, Nov. 1787, ibid,
Joseph C. Csbell to St. George Tucker, July 3, 1818, Cabeil

Papers: St. George Tucker to Joseph C. Cabell, June 8, 1814,
ibid.

3351:e George Tucker to Theodorick Bland, Auvg. 30, 1789,
Bryan Papers.



Loveinzg Master and Mistriss I take the
IL.ebbertis of informing you of my present
wishes of which I hope you will not Be
displeased 2t nor think that I am not
Satisgfied with my Sitvation of life--So
far from that it gave me pleasure to say
that you Boath have discharged your duly
to me as any Servant have any Right to
Expect or wish for--But old Age and
infirmity Begains to follow me which Cause
me to think that my Business in Life are
nealy to an End--tho I know From my heart
that you and Mistress would never See me
Suffer as long as my Body Lives and you
Live But I am goling down fast to my grave
and if you please By your Premonitions
Boath you and Mlgtres I wowld go and .
Iive those other few dais Hith naster
Beverley and my Children.3

Unlike most Virginians, Tucker had the oppertunity
to change the conditions of slavery by more than just the
humane treatment of his own servants. As Judge of the
General Court of Virginia, Tucker was able to interpret

the iaws he had so often criticized. Significantly, his

judiclal decigions point to a moderate, sllightly more conser-

vative than 1ibera1; interpretation of Virginla's slave laws.
Judge Tucker recorded his distaste for the freguent

acquittals of white men who murdered Negro slaves,35 but his

most important opinions and decisions were expressed in cases

desling with slaves as a form of property. Most of these

3% Phillis to St. George Tu@Ler, n. 8., in Mary Haldane
Coleman, ed., Virsinia Silhouettes, Contemporary Letters
Concerning bema Slavery in thae State of Virainia (Richmond,
16507, 28, 'mascer beveriey" was Tucker's scen, Nathaniel
Beverley Tvmkere See also Cyfax Brown to St. George Tucker,
May 15, 1822, T=C Mss.

. 35Thomas Sorrell Case, Helen T. Catterall, ed., Judicial
Cases Concerning Slavery and the Negro (Washington, 162

I, 93-9%,
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cagses dealt with emancipated slaves who were being reenslaved
and sold to pay off their former owners'! debts., In 1805
the court permitted such reenslavement and sale, but Tucker

dissented:

The existence of this very sult corroborates
the opinion I have conceived, that a person
de facto free, either by birth as in the
case of children, or by actual emancipation
in due form of law, as in the case of parents,
.cannot be taken in execution to satisfy any
juvdgment, eor decgee in any suit to which he
is not a party°

Two years later, Tucker heard a case in which emancilpated
glaves were suing to maintain their freedom, while the admin-
istrator of their former owner's wlll demanded that they be
sold to pay off the deceasedfs debts (even though the deceased
had asked that her land be sold fer this purpose). Tucker
decided that if the sale of the land could pay off all of

the debts, then the Negroes were to keep their freedom.
However, if all of the debts were not covered by the land
sale, the previously emancipated slaves were to "be sold

for such a term of years as may be sufficient %o raise the

e

&ﬂegggﬁe f&nde"97 The duality of the slave as a person and
eg a plece of property was taken into account. This recog-

nition ef ﬁiaveﬁ as per%onal property was the conservative
— - - Sasalue m R

~element in many of Tucxer's judieial aecisions.

B et m M N

36woodiey v. Abby and othexr paupers, ibid., 94, Tucker's
“opinion" refers to his belief that slavery "cannot extend.
to thoee not in being,"” that is, unborn children of slaves.
Tucker, Dissertation, 97.

B?Patty and others (paupers) v. Colin, Catterall, ed.,
Judieial Cages, I, 115.
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Hudgins y. Wrights (1806) was Tucker's most important,
precedent-gsetting case dealing with slaves. In a former sult,
HEermah and other Indians v. Davis (1787), the General Court had
declared that "no Indians brought into Virginia since the
passimg:[of the act of 1705 authorizing a free trade with the
Indisns,] nor thelr descendants, can be slaves in this common=-
wealth."38 In 1806 a number of individuals brought suit
for their freedom, because their ancestry could be traced
back te Indians. At a hearing on the case, Hudgins ¥v. Wrights,
George Wythe concluded that

the appellees were entitled to their freedom:

and, moreover, on the ground that freedom is

the birthright of every human being, which

sentiment 1s strongly inculcated by the

first erticle of our 'political catechism,?

the bill of rights-«~he laid 1t down as a

general position, that whenever one person

claims to hold another in slav%gy, the onus

proebandl lies on the claimant.
When the case was appeallied, Judge Tucker concurred with
Wythe's decision that the Wrights were free (based on the case
of Hamneh sand others v. Davis), but he did not agree with
Wythets intexrpretation of the Bill of Rights. Tucker argued

that the Bill of Rights

38papnan and other Indians v. Davis, ibi@o. 9@«95.
This decision was upheld in 1808 in Pallas, Bridget, James,
Tabb, Henrnah, Sam and others (Indians and pavpers) v. Hill
and cothers, 1bié,, 116-117. Althouch Tucker was not involved
in the Hannah and others v. Davis case, he was intellectually
interested in 1ts outeome. Cullen, "St. George Tucker and Iaw
in Virginia," 94-95,

N ;9Hudgins V. Wrights, Catterall, ed., Judicial Ca €9,
I, 11
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was meant to embrace the case of free cltizens

or aliens only; and not by a side wind to over-
come the rights of property, and give freedom

to those very people who we have been compellied
from imperious circumstances to retain, generally,
in the same state of bondage that they were in

at the revolution, E which they had no concern,
agency, or interest.

Wytheis decision was affirmed, but with restrictive qualifi-

cations:

This Court; not approving of the Chancellorts
principles and reasoning in his decrees..

except so far as the same relates te white
persons and natlve American Indians, but entirely
disapproving therecf, sc far as the same reliates
to mtive Africans and their descendants, who

have been and are now held as slaves by the
citizens of this state, and discovering nOVEther
error in the said decree, affirms the same.

%01p1g., 112.

¥11p14., 113. To be fair to Tucker, Wythe's decision was
out of step with contemporary judieial vhilosephy. A century
would go by before the type ef judicial discretion which
Wythe showed in hls decree (the adaptation of law to changing
soecial needs and the relaxation of the force of precedsnt)
would be in vogue. (See Wilfrid E. Rumble, Jr., American iepsl
Bealism: Skeptiecism, Reform. and the Judicial Process [New
York, 19681, passim.) During the nineteenth century, most
jurists based thelr decisions on the theory of natural law,
Ya body of ideal legal precepts by which, so far as possible,
they are made to conform." (Roscoe Pound, The Formative Era
of Americen Iaw [ Boston, 1938], 15.) Attempting to orgenize
and stabilize the American legal system following the Revolu-
tion, Jjudges saw the formation of "elear precedents,® "sound,
Joglically consistent and abstractly just ruies for the Lutureﬁ
as thelr most important duty. (Ibid., 102, 103.) Furthermore,
it wes aessumed that a rigid separation of powers left little
room for judicial vereativity." (Ibid., 111.) Tucker’'s
decision in the case of Hudgins v. Wrights was based on these
legal theories. He ghowed an acute concern for the imporitant
precedent which would be set by the case and his professional
conscience must have led him to render his strict interpre-
tation of the law. This analysis of legal theory does not
mean that Tucker's conservative decision may be excused. Judge
Wythe had uwsed his public office to denounce the slave system
and, if his decislion had been fully upheld, slavery would
have been declared unconstitutional in Virginia. Tucker's
prefessional reluctance to foliow Wythe's lead certainly has
a bearing on the degree of his personal conviction concerning
the abolition of slavery.




Congervative decisions such as this lead one to ask
whether there were discrepancies between Tucker's ideas and

his actions? 1In his DisséftatiaﬁyéﬁWSiéveng Tucker had

chastised Virginians for not living up to the natural law
principles of l1iberty and equality for which they had fought
the American Revolution; yet, in his court decisions he
implied that slaves did not have to reap the benefits of the
war, since they had "no concern, agency, or interest" in it.
Moreover, if equality was his goal, why di1d he devise emane
cipation and colonization plans which restricted Negro civil
rights? If liberty was his goal, why did he make excuses for
not emancipating his own slaves?

When Tuckey expressed his desire for liberty, he meant
only freedomr from chattel slavery. Ideally civil equality
would have been desirous, but Tucker was aware of the pre-
Judices to which he and his soclety were subject. Fearing
the possibllity of a staiﬁ upon the white population should
the Negroes intermarry into it, fearing the possible star-
vation and lawlessness which might result if Negroes were
ill-prepared for freedom, Tucker opted for rigid restricticns

upon & free black population. Furthermore, Tuckeris refusal

to emancipate his own slaves was not totally incons? tent

/.f-w—"““"' et o A s o e

with-his§ desire for the abolition of slavery. “His plans

T s .

for graduval &belition and ter“itorial coﬁenization had taken
into account what he felt was the special status and character
of the Negro slaves. The plens had confronted the status

of the slave as a plece of property. They had dealt with the

20



possible mental inferlority of the Negro race. They. had
taken into account the slaves?! lack of preparation for
independent existence. They had provided for gradual aboli-
tionism with restrictions upon free Negroes only because
Tucker believed there were dangers, as well as assets, in
emancipation. Considering this attitude, it would have been
more surprising if Tucker had freed his slaves. For any
slaveowner to free individual slaves without special pre-
paration and without a means to regulate their questionable
behavior was contrary to all his hopes.

Conservatism also structured Tucker's relationship with
his slaves. Benevolent behavior was mixed with the recog-
nition of a masterf's superiority. Tuckeris proprietary
aftituﬁe was &t once paternalistic and practical. He worried
about his slaves' health and well~being, but was enough of
a businessman to treat them as piéces of property. which
could be bought, sold, and separated from their femilies
when necessary.

An analysis of Tucker's personal and judicial treatment
of slaves greatly adds to any understanding:of that Virginian‘se
conplicated feelings about the institution of slavery.
legally, slaves were chattel; ideally., they should have been
free. Tucker reconclled these two‘alternaﬁives in his own
behavior. As a concession to the institution of slavery,

he accepted the legal status of enslaved blacks as the per-—

e e
e

\\,\

——

soggg;gf?perty of their” masters. Defiance of the~institution

wasg expressed in his kindly concern for those human beings
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who were under his supervision. Sti11l, Tucker was more
reconciled to the slave system than his writings have
suggested. Thils behavioral acceptance of slavery as a way
of life makes Tucker's theories on abolition even more

interesting.



CHAPTER V
THE COMPLEXITIES OF TUCKER'S COMMITMENT
TO THE ANTISLAVERY CAUSE

Were southern antislavery advocates, such as St. George
Tucker, truly liberal or were they so enmeshed in the preju-
éicial atmosphere of there time and area that they were never
completely dedicated to the ebolition cause? Some historians
have seen early southern emancipationists as sincere practi-
tioners of the Enlightenment, natural rights philsophy.
Others have suggested that these emancipationists were never
conpletely committed to totel abolitionism, because they
modified their gscheme to acecount for what they believed to
be the inferiority of the Negro race. According to this view
of history, anything short qf advocating general and immediate
emancipation, concurrent with the granting of equal c¢ivil
rights, is a mockery of the true meaning of "entislavery."®

Clement Eaton has characterized eighteenth-century
southern aristocrats as "amateur philosophers,® who enthusi-
astieally subscribed te liberal, European Enlightenment
thinking on slavery, religion, and politics. Theories of
natural rights and soclial compaets, which presupposed basgic
freedoms for 21l individuvals, were popular and the aristo-

crats of the South recognized the necessity of living up to
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these ldeals by eradicating slavery.1 St. George Tucker
was one of the men who shared in this era of liberalism,
according to Eaton, Charles G. Sellers, Mary S. Locke, and

Richard Beale Davis,?

and it is to Tucker and *"these colonial~
bred aristocrats [fhat] one must look for the catholic point
of view which makes for tolerance."

To be a Southerner in support of the abolition of slavery
took a special kind of commitment and understanding. Richard
Beale Davis has called Tucker "an extreme liberal,' because
he acknowledged the necessity to rebel against the existing
social order,a for that is what abclitlonism was to the
Scuth--a rebellion against the foundation of the whole
society, economic, social, and political. Because of the

intense feeling of security which accompanies any adherence

to the status quo, early abolitionists had to apply tactics

whieh would arouse the least fears and the most participation

from their contemporaries. Thelir approach, therefore, tended

to be "soft-sell." Mary S. Locke has defended this tactic:
Abolitionists of the earlier day had seen

the truth as clearly and spoken 1t as boldly
as any of the later generation. If their

b i e

lraton, Freedom of Thousht, 10-23.

21bid., 23; Charles.G. Sellers, Jr.,."The Travail of
Southern Slavery," The Sountherner as American, ed. Charles
G. Sellers, Jr. (Chepel Hiil, 1960), 44; Locae, Antie
Slavery, 129: Davis, Tnteliectxal Life in Jefferson's Vire
ginia, 259, 391. '

3Eaton, Freedomméfvfﬁéﬁéhf, 31,

@Davis, intelléctuai Life 1hlgeffé£sﬁﬁgéﬂviréihia, 259.
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languvage was usually more temperate 1t was
not from timidity or indifference, but be-
cause they believed that persuas%on was
more effective than provocation.
Other historians of the southern antislavery movement
have been less impressed with that movement's sincerity.

Whilé nost of these historians have conceded that the philo-

5Lceke, Anti-Slavery, 196. Various pieces of historieal
evidence back up the point of view that temperate southern
"aristocerats" presented persuasive antislavery arguments.
As tensions between the North and Seuth mouwnted in the 1850s
and early 1860s, many persons hoved that the problem of
slavery could be solved by bringing out areas of agreement
in the thinking of both sections. Some abolition arguments
were bolstered by references to eighteenth- and eariy nine-
teenth-century souvthern sympathizers and early southern pro-
posals for abolition were offered as possible compromise
meagures. In 1858 Daniel R. Goodlee quoted from Tucker's
Disgertation, along with writings by Weshington, Jefferson,
Madison, and others, in order to prove that southern revoluw
tionary leaders "were not less impressed with the evils of
Slavery--moral, economical, and political-~thean those of
the North" and that these Southerners were "almost unanimous
against the institution¥ of slavery. Goodloe wrote, "My
objeect in making this publication is not to produce sectionel
feeling, but to awaken in Southern minds those noble and
generous sentiments of freedom which animated thelr sncestors.”
{Daniel R. Goodloe, The Southern Platform: Or, Manual of
Southern Sentiment on the Subjeect of Slavery [ Bogston, 18587,
2.} TFurthermore, Tuckeris Ligsertation was republished in 1861
in "response to the deep interest that 1s now felt in all
parts of the Unlited States on the subject of slavery." In
the introductory note, the publisher wrote, "It [the repub-
lication] is not intended to favor the schemes of any of the
present political parties of the country, but simply to show
what were the opinions of a distinguished professor and
Jurist of the 01d Dominion sixty-five years ago." (3t. Georges
Tucker, A Dissertation on Slaverv: With a Proposal for the
Graduzl Abolitlon of It in the State of Virginia [ New York,
18651, (27.) OStiil, the strategic timing of the publication
must lead one to question its significance to the early Civil
War gsetting. Perhaps it was seen as a means to solve the
guarrel over slavery. As a proposal by a distinguished
Southerner to gradvally abolish the evil which northern
abolitionists had se vehemently condemned, the plan offered
& compremise which mlight have served as a basis for reconcili-
ation., All one c¢an do is speculats as to any such deeper
motives on the part of the publisher, however, the publisher
was consclous of "the importance of the views entertainedn
within the pemphiet. (Ibid., £23.)




sophy of natural rights did persuvade some Southerners to volcece
antislavery protests, they have assumed that such protests
lacked the kind of commitment which could mark them as genu=-
ine expressions of abolitionist sentiment. BRobert MHeColley,
one of the major proponents of this view, has discussed the
"difference between cautlous and theoretical antislavery

as opposed to a practical and immediate concern for the rights
of the Negroese"s In doing so he has presented a complex
opinion of St. George Tucker'!s part in the antislavery move-
ment in Virginia. HWMcColley has written:

From their freguent statements in this vein,
these Virginia gtatemen have caused their
constituents to enjoy the reputation of being
antislavery, as if the statemen were volcing
the convictions of their society and class.

But if one looks closely, it avpears that
attacks on slavery uvsuvally occurred in the
relations of Virginia with the outside world....
But among the class of wealthy planters whom
they chiefly represented not one Virginia
gtatesman of the Jeffersonlan era cver advanced
& practical proposal for the elimination of
slavery, or for the systematic amelioratlion

of the Negro's condition, with the single
exception of St. George Tucker....Schemes

were, indeed, discussed in private. But,
Tucker excepted, no politically prominent man
came forward to advocate the end of slavery.’

In spite of this lnitial praise Tor Tucker's Dissértation,

MeColley has qualified his opinion of the Jjurist by 1umping_
him with all those racist Virginians who believed “emancipa-
tion must be accompanied with immediate removal,l:becausé]ee.

a mongrelization of the races was to be feared."8 Winthrop

6McColley, Slavery-and Jefféréonian Viréinia, 158.

7Ibid., 115-116.
8Ib1g., 157-158.
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Jordan, Dwight Lowell Dumond, and Kelth M. Ballor have

joined with McColley in his analysis of Tucker's antislavery
proposal of 1796. Each of these hlstorlians has seen this
racist point of view as detrimental to the cause of abolitlon.
Tucker's supreme commitment, according to these historians,
was to & white America; "The unvarnished aim of Tucker's

plan was the complete removal of all Negroes from Virginia
and from the rest of the nation as well."?

The opinions of McColley, Jordan, and Dumond have been
shaped by similar concerns. Present day racial injustices
have l1ed each of these historians to question the forces
which ”have.kept the American Negro in a subordinate position
throughout our national history."L0 WNoreover, they have all
been able to trace the tragedy of Negro subordination to the
indecisiveness of many early emancipationists, particularly
those from the South. The negative attitudes of these his-
torians leads one to question whether they have been writing
wlatter day abolitionist tract[sl" instead of history.
MeColley, although he has insisted otherwlse, does lean
toward "latter dey" abollitionism and has vigorously criti-

cized the "tragle and viclous system which warped to some

9Keith M. Reilor, "John Taylox of Caroline: Continuity,
Change, and Discontinuity in Virginia's Sentiments towasrd
Slavery, 1790-1820," Virginia Magazine of History and Bio-
graphy, LXXV (July 1967), 292. See also Jordan, White over
Black, 557-560; and Dumond, Antislavery, 79. B

10Mc0011ey, Slavéry anawjéffefébﬁiéﬁ'Viféiﬁia, 5.
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extent everyone having occasion to become involved with it.“;l

But 1t is Dumond's Aﬁ%isl&very which is most blatantly aboll-

tionist. Condemnation awaits any antislavery plan short of
immediate end total incorporation of Negroes into society

as the‘legél‘and social equals of all other Americans. It is
not surprising, therefore, that Dumond has offered the most
severe criticism of Tucker's 1796 plan:

Was thlis an anti-siavery document? The
answer is a guwalified ne! Tucker could
not deny or excuse the evlils of the foreign
slave trade; they were too well known. He
could not repudiste the natural rights of
man: they were too unliversally endorsed.
He covld not contemplate slavery in per-
petulty; 1t stood condemned. He could

not bring himself to suggest the slaves

be killed off, or public funds be used to
rehabllitate them in Africa; but he could
and 4did present a system of coppression and
diabolical cruelty worse than slavery=-
worse because designed deliberately to
drive them out of the land.1?

The historians who have condemned Tucker and many other
southern antislavery advoecates for a less than genuine
desire to see slavery ended have baged their conclusion on
the racist blases of these emancipationists, blases which

inevitably led the Southerners to become gradual abolitione

ists and colonizationists. Fach of these historians, McColley,

Jordan, Balloxr, and Dumond, has considered Tucker’'s

Diéﬁertéﬁiéh suggestion that Negroes be coerced to migrate

voiluntarily from Virginla to such areas as Spanish Loulsians

lllbido ¢ 60
12Dumond, Aﬁtislaveryg 79.
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or Florida as an indication of his personal commitment to a
white-doninated American society and, therefore, his lack of
devotion to true abolitlonism. This line of reasoning suffers
from many defects. The most obvious is the presupposition that
a sincere desire to end chattel slavery was always accompanied
by & willingness to accept and treat Negroes as equals. Tucker
was sincerely against chattel slavery and his commitment to

the principles of Enlightenment phlilosophy caused him to devise
a plen which would have ultimately ended the cruelties of that
institution in Virginia. The publication of A Dissertation

on Slavery and its presentation to the Virginia General Assembly

show what even MeColley must call an exceptional devotion to
the cause of abolitionism. Yet, St. Ceorge Tucker was &
racist. He was not fully convinced that Negroes had physicsal
and mental capabilities that were equal to those of whites and

he regarded intermarriage between the races as tabao.lB His

o 13George‘Fredrf@kgan's gnalysis of the colonizatlon move-
ment has ralsed Tthe question of whether biolecgical or environ-
nmental raeism shaped the goals of that movement. Egrly nineteenth
century colonizationists, according to Fredrickson, saw the
"American racial environment as intractable:" they believed that
the Negroes? threat to the social and economic crder of sccliety
was due to the Negroes'! degradation under slavery rather than {o
their inherent inferiority. Whites could see no way to end
their prejudice against blacks except by the transportation of
the Negroes away from the United States. (George M. Fredrickson,
The Blaeck Image in the White Mind: The Debate on Afro-American
Character end Destiny, 1017=-1014 [ New YOrk, 1971], dd=12, 17, -20.)
Winthrop Jordan, on the other hand, provides evid&noe that
envircnmentalism had declined in popularity by 18i2 and that
colonizationists were motivated by an irrstional distaste for
black skins, a belief in the innate inferioerity of the Negre
race, and the fear of a blological mixture between whites and
blacks. (Jordan, White over Black, 533-538, 568-569.) Tucker's
motivation pattern is best described in Jordan's terms. Tucker's
territorial asylunms were styled to alleviate "biological.," not
Yenvironmental,.," racist concerns. Restricted geographically,
socially, politically. and economically, the tenants of Negro
asylums would not escape the environmenital degradation which had
oppressed them as slaves. “
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abolition and postabolition proposals were shaped by the
prejudices which he shared with a majority of.late eighteen£h~
and early nineteenth-century Virginians. His plan for gradual
abolition shows how clearly he understood these prejudices,
but it also shows how determined he was to bring about the end
of slavery in splte of them.

Previous historical analyses have presented a statie
picture of Tuckerts views. Jordasn and Bailor, for instance,

use Tucker's Dissertation to indicate contemporary parallels

o Thomas Jefferson's racist thinking in Notes on the State
1L

6f Virginia; Tucker was not Jefferson and the constant

equation of their ways of thinking has led to & misunder-
atanding of Tucker's polint of view. By singling out a few

lines and footnotes from Tucker's Disgertation, historians

have felled to note that Tucker did not fully developr hils
ideas on the treatment of free Negroes until twenty-~five
years after that pamphlet's publication, and at that time
Tucker bucked the trend toward African colonization and was
prepared to offer American soil to emancipated Negroes.

This scheme indicates how different Tucker wvag from early
southern antislavery advoeates, like Jefferson, who cansidered
emancipation secondary to keeping America white. The revolu-
tionary heritage was more deeply engrained in Tucker’gs mind
and conscience than it was in the minds and consclences of

Jefferson, Monroe, Madison, or any of the other colonization-

1%1113., 558-560; Bailor, "John Taylor of Caroline," 292.
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ists whose racist fears caused them to desire a postponement
of abolition until African colonization was feasible. 1In
contrast, Tucker desired the lmmediate commencement of his
gradual abolition program, even though this necessitated
sharing territorial lands, lands which were slowly becoming
states, with freed blacks., Significantly, civili equality

for Negroeszs might have been possible, too, becauvse Tucker's
scheme provided for modification of the restrictions on freed
blacks if experience showed them capable of productive,

peaceful existence.lS

151t is difficult to eguate Tucker with his contemporaries
in the antislavery nmovement, rarticularly when anelyzing the
movement's inertia. Fdmund S. Morgen has suggested that Vire
ginia's antislavery advoeates were unable to carry out their
program (put into practice their "republican' ideas) because
cf their "deep distrust of the landiess workman." Fear of the
idle poor, rather than raciasl prejudice, 1z seen as the found-
ation for programs such as African colonizatlon, and St. George
Tucker 1ls noted as one of meany Virginiens who wished to force
free Negroes to work if they did not do so voluntarily. (*Slavery
and Freedom," 9, 12=13.) Morzen makes & good peint here, be-
cause fTear of & vagabond class was certainly in Tuckexr'e mind
when he provoged both gradual abolitionism and strictly con-
trolled territorial colonization. However, he faills to see that
Tucker had satisfactorily reconciled his fears and his revolu-
tionary heritage in his plan for territerial colonization.

David Brion Davisg has suggested that Jefferson’s '"immense
silence” about slavery after 1790 was due to his membership in
the planter class and not his racism. (Was Thomas Jefferseon
an Authentie Enemy of Siavery? [Oxford, 19707, 13, 7.) This
argument 18 as unacceptable a2s 1s racism for a pat explarnation
of Tucker'’s plans and actions. Tucker's repubtation was based
on his legal knowlege and position, not the size of his planta-
tions. Moreover, Iavis has suggested that Jefferson’s identi-
fication with the planter class caused him to desire ""the »re-
gservation of & social erder based on slavery.!" (Ibid., 17.)
As slready mentioned, Tucker was a rebel against what D. Be
Pavis had called the existing "soclal universe” of late eighteenth-
and early nineteenth-century Virginiz . (Ibid., 17. See K. B.
Davis, Intellectunl Life in Jefferson's Virginia, 259.) He was
appalled by wealth and status gailned at the expense of black
slaves. His sensitivity to property rights was more a product
of hiz legalistic training than his membership in a planter
aristocracy.
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Tucker sincerely desired the emancipation of all slaves.
'In practice, howaver. he did nct even manumit hls own chattels,
While this may appear to be hypocritical behavior, Tucker's
thoughts and actions actually fall into a relatively cohesive
pattern. Tucker was neilther an extreme liberal nor a conser-
vative. He was not an abolitlionist, if "aboliticnist" is
defined as one who wants immediate, total emancipatlion with-
out compensation for slaveholders. He was merely dedicated
to a liberal cause, but 1limited in his ability to support
an extreme abolition program by hils own fears, by his judiciel
regpect for property ownership, and by the inertia of the
proslavery majority which eontrolled Virginia's polities.

In epite of the gradualiness of his scheme to end slavery
and in splte of the reservations he had about Negro capabile
ifties, he was one of the most liberal southern sntislavery
advocates of his time. As the eighteenth century ended eand
the nineteenth century began, many scuthern emancipaticnists
of the revolutionary era wavered in their dedication to the
ultimate goal of freedom for all. Raclial, economie, and
political self-interest diverted their early sbolitionist
enthusiasm to sueh programs as African colonization. Tucker's
interest was never diverted; instead, it was strengthened., |
¥is oviginal plan to remove ‘the moral stigme of slavery from
Virginia was broadened in later life to inelude & system of
territerial colonization for all freed blacks from all the
states of America. By 1820, Tuckerfs continual commitment

%o the naturel rlghts philosophy was the factor which
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separated him from most of his sectional contemporaries.

It is this continuous devotion to the antislavery cause
which makes Tucker an important individual in any study of
the southern abolition movement. It is a devotion marred by
racial prejudices and by the status of a slaveowner, but as
a man of prejudices and a master of slaves, St. George Tucker
only serves to clarify the complexity of antlslavery advocacy
in & society which had decided to support itself on the labor
of black chattels. In 1796, combining a Southerner's
awareness of the delicacy of the abolition issue with a sin-
cere hope for the end of chattel slavery, Tucker predicted
his lifelong fidelity to the antislavery cause:

Strenuously as I feel my mind opposed to a
simnltaneous emsncipation;...the abolition of
glavery in the United States, and especially
in that state, to which I am attached by every
tie that nature and society form, is now ny

first., and will probably be my last, expiring
wish.16 !

léfucker, Dissertation, 82.




TABLE 1
STAVE PROPERTY AT BIZARRE PLANTATION,

1782-17891

Total
Date Number Over 16 Under 16 Over 12
1782 28
1783 io0 30
1784 11 32
i78s5 13 28
1786
1787 i6 21
1788 20
1789 22

1Compile&jfrem Cumberland County Personal Property Tax
Records, 1782=1789, Virginia State Library, Riehmond, Virginia.
Lecords of slave property were tabulated differently at vari-
ous times. Statistics for each year are placed in the columns
whlch are appropriate to the tax records for that year. There
is no record of slaves under the age of twelve. St. George
Tucker married Frances Bland Randolph in 1778, but tax records
are not available before 1782. 1In 1789 Richard Randolph got
married and acquired control of Bizarre. Mary Haldane Coleman,
i{a George Tucker: Citizen of No NMNean City (Richmond, 1938),
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TABLE 2
SLAVE PROPERTY AT MATOAX PLANTATION,
1782-17941

Date Total Number Over 16 12-16

1782

1783

178%

1785

1786 7

1787

1788

1789

1790

1791

1792 18 3
179 11 5
179

1Campiled from Chegterfield County Personal Property Tax
Records, 1782-1794, Virginia State Tibrary, Richmond, Virginia.
Records of slave property were tabulated differently at vari-
ous btimes. Statistics for each year are placed in the columns
which are appropriate to the tax records for that year., There
is no record of slaves under the age of twelve. St. George
Tucker married Francis Bland Randolph in 1778, however, tax
records are not available before 1782. In 1794 John Randclph,
Tucker’s stepson, came of age and seld Matoax. Coleman, St.
George Tucker, 112. The information on the number of slaves
at Matoax 1s scarce, therefore, the statlstlcs provide an
extremely rough estimate of slave ownership.
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TABLE 3
STAVE PROPERTY AT ROANOKE PLANTATION,

1782-1794%

Total
Date Nunber Over 16 Under 16 12-16
1782 36
1783 12 23
17384 10 30
.178s5 18 25
1786 24 26
1787 36 52
1788 67 15
1789 70 18
1790 78 16
1791 62 11
1792 62 10
1793 62 14
1794 65 9

ICompile&'from Charlotte County Personal Property Tax
Records, 1782-1794, Virginie State Library, Richmond, Virginia.
Records of slave property were tabulated differently at vari-
oug times. Statisties for each year are plaseced in the columns
which are apvropriate to the tax records for that year. There
ie no record of slaves under the age of twelve. St. George
Tucker married Frances Bland Randolph in 1778, but tax records
are not avallable before 1782, In 1794 Tucker's stepson,

John Randolph, came of age and acquired Roancke plantation.
Coleman, St. George Tusgker, 112.
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TABLE 4
SLAVE PROPERTY AT CORROTOMAN PLANTATION,
1791-18271

Date Over 16 1216 Over 12 9-12
GC JC cCcC GC JC ¢CC GC JC cC CCe GC JC cCC

1791 69 14

1792 66 11

1793 68 i3

1794 70 10

1795 67 15

1796 69 8

1797 70 11

1798 70 15

1799 69 16

1800 75 9

1801 70 18

1802 76 18

1803 79 21

1804 90 21

1805 97 17

1806 100 25

1807 103 23

1808

1809 84 15

1810 98 19

1811 102 16

1812 101 16

181 56 42 10 1k

1814 53 45 9 14

1815 11

1816 4o 42
1817 40 36
1818 46 37
1819 48 36

(continued)
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TABLE 4 (continued)

Date Over 16 1216 Over 12 9-12
GC JC cCC GC JC CC GC JC CC CCe GC JC cCC

1820 36 30
1821 50 33
1822 51 45
1823 56 45
1824 sl 4
1825 53 3
1826 55 Lé
1827 58 Lé
Key

GC=George Carter estate
JC=Joseph C. Cabell
CC=Charles Carter
CCe=Charleg Carter estate

‘ lc@mpiied from lencaster County Personel Property Tex
Records, 1791-1827, Virginis State Iibrary, Richmond, Virginia.
Records of slave property were tabulated differently at varl-
cus times. Statistics for each year are placed in the columns
which are appropriate to the tax records for that year. There
is no record of slaves under the age of twelve, except for the
vear 1820, St. George Tucker married Leila Skipwith Carter
in 179l1. Coleman, St. George Tucker, 104. Tucker died in 1827.
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TABLE 5

WILLIAMSBURG HOUSEHOLD SILAVE PROPERTY,
1789-18271

Date

1789
1790
1791
1792
1793
179%
1795
1796
1797
1798
1799
1800
1801
1802
180

180

1805
1806
1807
1808
1809
1810
1811
1812
1813
1814
1815
1816
1817
1818
1819

Over 12

109

10
11

5
19
17
14
17
16
16

15
1%
1k
14

i3
i3

£?J

12-16

13 (21

(continued)



PABLE 5 (continued)

Date Over 12 12-16
1820 13
1821 12
1822 12
182 13
122 11
1825 9
1826 8
1827 8

1Ccmpiled from Williamsburg City Personal Property Tex
Records, 1789-1861, Colonlal Williamsburg Research ILibrary,
Williamsburg, Virginia. Mierofilm M-1-47., Records of slave
property were tabulated differently at various times. Sta-
tistics for each year are placed in the columns which are
appropriate for that year. There is no record of slaves
wnder the age of twelve. Tucker's tax records begin in 1789,
He died in 1827.
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