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tﬁ studying sexvitude in eighteenth-cenmtury Massa-
chusetts court vecords, town recerds, and newspspers are the
primary souress yielding the wost infermation. Foxr this the-
gie I have chosen to utilize the newspaper as the basic source
#ﬁ material. Two sarlier studies of Massachusetts sexvitude,
L. J. Growne's The Negyo in Colenial New England, 1620-1776
and L. W. Towoar's A Cood Master Well-Served: A Soeiel Hig-
tory of Bervisude in Massachusetts, 1670-173¢" have made sowe
use of the soloenial Massachusstts hewspapers. However, neither

authox has made & systematic exuminstion of this primary seurce
for the period following 1750. I have chozen, therefore, two
Boston newspapexrs for the yesrs 1751-1763,

MmM& ar Weekly Journsl aond The Bostem

Eventng Post were selscted because both were svailable on wd-
crofilm in the files of the Institute of Early Amaricsn History
and cﬁim;. Other anewspapers for the paricd exist but were
not rsadlily accessible. Although the Institute’'s wmicrofils
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copy of the Boston Gazette lacks some of the extant issues

for the years 1751-1734, its copy of the Boston Evening Post

is complete,

Both of these newspapers reveal a wealth of infor-
mation on the subject of servitude, In addition to the mer-
chants' advertisements announcing the sale of Negroeg and in-
dentured servants newly arrived into the colony, residents of
Massachusgetts adverticed slaves or the unezpired time of in-
dentured gervants for sale. The newspapers also carried want
ads for slaves and.whita sexrvants, and runaway servants were
frequently advertised for in the newspaper. Occasionally, a
news item concerning a gervant agppeaved in ‘he Boston news
section,

Although these two weeklies were printed in Boston,
the data is concerned with a much larger area. In fact, some-
times advertisements, particulariy about runaway servants,
were placed by masters from ocutside of the colony. (Although
of interest these were not used in compiling data £§r this
thesis.)

Relatively little information appeared in the news-
papers about apprentices; there wasg more relating to indentur=
ed servatns, but by far the greater poxtion concerned slaves.
Because of this some sections of this study are of necessity

limited to a discussion of Negroes alone.
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It is not intended that this shall be considered a
complete gtudy of servitude in Massachusetts from 1751-1763
but rather one dimension of the picture as olained from one
hitherto little uged primary pource. It is hoped that this
thesis will contribute some details helpful in completing a
plcture of bound labor as it existed in the Massachusetts
colony. |

I wish to acknowledge my imdebtedness to Dr. Lester
J. Cappon and Dr, James M. Smith, who served oo my examining
board, for their suggestions and criticism; to Dr. William W.
Abbot for his advice; to my classmates (especially Miss
Gertszmda Bakat and Mr. Robert Barrow) fm: their continual en-
amageména; and above all to my tﬁeéis advisor,. Dx. Lawrence
iw.:, Townexr ,' for his never-ending patience and able guidance.

M. C. C.
Yorktown, 1960



Chepter I.
Chaptier IX.

Chapter III.

ﬁbagﬁeﬁ‘ﬁ?,

coNTENTS

INTRODUCTION. . . »;m ﬁ_fﬁw,#ﬁl-ﬁ'i*l*‘ I |

PCONOMIC ASPECTS OF SERVITUDE IN -
WSACWS, 1?51*1763"0u"’ii*ﬁﬂ'b’i!%l’"li

Tpo “ftian of Negro Blaves #nﬂ .

Todentured SEIVANES.....s.soreiscssasaall
mal. T"ﬂﬁe lﬂ QﬁrV&ﬂﬁﬂ¢¢ﬁ*¢.”¢qduaw-‘i?
mmth.Mtvtoaoau&kw»a»&avn#tha-#ttwazl

SBQ!A& ASPECTS OF SERVITUDE IN
mmm§ 1?5:*1?63«314;&#%#»¢taugv&»;&«#3@

Treztuent of sxavas.‘*..,*.,.,“,....,.,30
- ‘Sexvant Oppositiocn to the
!nﬁtzimti{’m Q‘g Smtuﬁeu.““”“.“,35

mﬂmxaﬂch&wrnp*w&gtuﬁg;#ﬁ&ﬂ»nwtgetwnutt6v¢w%

mmmﬁatmratt#braiuf‘i&b:*a«waita‘u‘i-wa ca:bnytac.s‘vttai.«‘a n..nfia

&

 31§§££%?» 

Tabiﬂ x*t#**ltﬂ%dottttiwét‘i!!!4d&ltbditﬁbtt!&g
‘rﬂbxﬁ Zt!q!&tt"cwgmutﬂo&&bv(phh%#npnutuoa‘uqq»bsa
a‘&bj&ﬁ xtxﬁ«.tni#_u&va*qgv%&%#ytcnco_cc&ow#ﬁl:4&4}&51

3 R R RN Ry R T R R PR R R Y R ,52

Avm&ii‘inwiéﬁi&Qilﬂ¢f&#'ig'ii"ﬁ.ﬁ‘{ﬁﬁif‘m:*‘wbm’;«tnql—ia\&vffi#rnruwpbﬁﬂk#t‘;ﬁﬁ
. B . [ H : i : .



Chapter I

INTRODUCTION

The ingtitution of servitude in the American colon-
ies developed primarily because of the great shartag& of labe~
or., The land to man relationship in the New Woxld was exacte
1y opposite to that in Europe. The 0ld World suffiex:edt from
over-crowded conditions and a surplus of labor while there was
always more land in the colonies tham men to work it.” The
abundance of land awaiting cultivation and the high cost of
labor in the colonies required the adaptation of old institu-
tions and the development of new ones which would assure a
regular supply of labor. This need for workers, so acute in
the early years of gettlement, remained unabated, and in the
eighteenth century servitude in its several formse was an ac-~
cepted institution throughout all of the colonies.

In the eighteenth century, servitude in colonial
America fell into three broad categories: apprenticeship, in-
dentured service, and slavery, These forms, based partially
on custom and partially on colonial legislation, were found to
a greater or lesser extent in all of the colonies, and a ser-

vant class comprised of native and foreign-born men, women,
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and children (white, Indian and Negro) forwmed a sizable por-
tion ai'thaigépuiatiﬁn* A

The apprenticeship system in the colonies provided a
supply of skilled labor and was essentially an educational in~
stitution. A minor, usually a hay&l'was bound out to serve a
master for a number of years to learn a trade. A contract was
entered into by the master and the boy, usually with the ap~
proval of his parents or guardian. Practices as to the terms
of service varied from individual to individual as well as
from colony to colony. Generally, an apprentice was to serve
his master for a specified time, live in his bome, and obey
his commands. The master, in turn, was to provide food, cloth-
ing, the rudiments of education, and to teach his apprentice a
particular trade. It was customary for the apprentice at the
expiration of his term to receive two suits of clothing--one
for work days and one for holidays.

The apprenticeship system was also an ingtitution
utilized by the community for the care of poor childrem, or-
phans, and illegitimate offspring. These children were known
' as the "poor apprentices” and differed from the regular ap-
prentices in that they were bound out by town officials or the
church vestry undexr the supervision of the courts. whéy vere

usually of a lower social class, and served longer terms of
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servitude. 0Often no gpecifications were made for the learn~ |
ing of a trade.

A second form af’paﬁhd,labar in the colonies was in-
dentured servitude, a aystém~w&i¢h arose out of the circum-
stances of immigration. Those immigrants who could not afford
to pay passage to ﬁhe Naw‘ﬁbxld did unefaf two ﬁﬁings: they
either sold themselves to a shipmaster (ar other pexsan) for a
texm of years in return for their passaga or, without seiling
themselves to the shipmaster, engaged passage and upon arrival
sold themselves into sexrvitude to pay their way. Passengers
in the first group were sold by the shipmaster to the highest
bidder; in this way he was reimbursed for the passage. The
latter group were known as redemptionexs, who, if they were
unable to sell themselves within a thirty-day period, were
sold at the disposition of the shipmaster. Both were inden~
tured servants and signed an indenture, the first group before
leaving Europe, and the second after arvival in the colonies.
Redemptioners neaxly_a&wayﬁ,came in families while the others
_came as ainéle inﬂividua;é.z

Theréfwés‘éanaidaxébla difﬁerEnee‘ﬁetween the inden-
tured servant and the apprentice, although each registered his
term of service in a contract. Apprentices were usually

children and indentured servants were ordinarily adults. FPur-
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thermore, no provision was made in the latter's contract for
education, even in a trade. The master of the indentured
servant paid the cost of his servant's transportation and pro-
vided food, clothing, and shelter in exchange for labor. It
was common practice to provide "freedom dues” for the servant

at the expiration of his term of service--clothing,often tools,
seed, arms, and some provisions as well.3 The length of ser-

vice ranged from one to seven years_with the majority serving
between three and five years; tﬁe type of work done was en-
tirely dependent upon the wishes of the master unless speci-
fied in the contract. Transfer of servants by sale from one
master to another was common.

The colonists also turned to their own native popu-
lation as a source of bound labor. 1In orderltq conserve man-
power, servitude instead of imprisonment for debt was imposed
by the courts, and debtors were turned over to creditors or
their assigneé.for a certain length of time to satisfy the
debt. Occasionally, criminals (principally thieves) were
bound out in lieu of being give;~a prison sentence.ﬁ

Negro slavery was the third type of servitude creat-
ed in the colonies in an attempt to close the gap between la-
bor supply and labor demand. Although the initial investment

in a slave was considerably more than for an indentured ser-

vant, slaves in the long run proved more economical, being
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held in lifelong bondage, Slaves were generally brought to
the mainland after being "seagoned" in the West Indies and
were purchased through slave mexchants. By the eighteenth
century Negro slaves became the predominating servant group
in the Southern colonies. Slavery was not, however, a phe-
nomena restricted to the South; this institution was to be
found in all the colonies, and legislation concerning slaves
was passad by all colonial assemblies.

The colonists in Massachusetts made use of all three
forms of servitude in the eighteenth century. In comparison
with the Southern colonfes, however, there were fewer foreign-
born indentured servants, wore apprentices, and considerably
fewer Negro slaves. Skilled labor was much more in .ﬁmné in
Massachusetts because of her esdpanding manufacturing and com~
mexrcial economy, and conversely, large numbers of unskilled
laborers were umeceaaan& because the small farm system re-
quired fewer hands than did the plantation economy of the

. South.

The apprenticeship system in Massachusetts differed
from that of the Scuthern colonies in its emphasis on education
and in the provision made for some schooling in the contract. (-
This provision applied to the “poor apprentices™ as well as to
the regular apprentices., In fact, the emphasis on education

was 8o strong that in 1758 a law was passed gtating that ap-
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prentices not taught reading, writing, and ciphering accord~
ing to their indenture could be freed. Boys under twenty-
one and girls under eighteen were to be bound cut by the courts
to aﬁhem~maaﬁex&,¢

There were specific terms in Maaaaehﬁéétm ‘for the
length of servitude for the "poor apprentice': boys until the
age of twenty-one, girils until they hﬁcéme eighteen or married.
Thé same variations in the period of service for regular ap-
pentices that were present throughout colonial America exist~
ed {o Massachusetts, with one exception: it was customary for
Boston tradesman to take boys as apprentices for seven years
until the age of twenty-one or ﬁwanty*twvﬂg

Of the indentured servant population in Massachusetts,
there were both native and foreign born. Awmong the latter,
there were fewer redemptioners than there were persons inden-
tured before arrival in the New World. The mumber of imports,
however, was fewer than in most of the other colonies. Other
sources of adult bound labor in Massachusette included debtors,
thoge convicted of ﬁﬁeit; and idlersﬁﬁwalx of whom were liable
by law to be bound ocut by the court.

Negro slavery in Massachusetts was inextricably bound
up with that colony's participation in the slave trade. Massa-
chugetts merchants who brought Negroes to the West Indies and



to the Southern colonies fmﬁuemsiy sold a few in their own
calcny as well., In 1706 a law was passed yiming a four
Wn& tax on each Negro brought into the calony unless he
s‘éag"é'wm:xzed within 12 months, the tax then being refund-
ed. ¥ This tax agrgarently had little effect, since slaves
cmai.med to be immcm imw Massachusetts thrm@mt: the
mmnial permdﬁ e '

| The m:uxg of 81&#68 was juxmi.ﬁie& on veligious
grounds. Negroes; it was argued, were heathens and enslave-
ment was & proper method of br:inging them under Cod's grace.
§iavery,”ﬁhm, was not an evil but an act of mercy. Thus was
rationalized the use of the Negro for a slave,

' Like the other colonial governments, Massachusetts
enacted slave legislation passing most of it during the early
years of the aight;amﬁ&' century. Slaves were forbidden to be
absent from thelr masmré‘ bomeg after nine o'clock in the
evani;ng or to go beyond the limits of the town without a g&asﬁ
No slave could be set free unless a fifty-pound security bond
was posted with the town treasurer by his master. This pro-~
vision was to prevent the freed slave from becoming & burden
on the town in Tt:he event that he could not support himself.
For striking a wﬁim ;‘wfgm; a slave #wlﬁ be severely whip-
ped. Tntermarriage between whites and Negroes was expressly
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forbidden by statute and any person performing such a mar~
riage cercmony was 1iable to heavy pemaities,g

In reality, Negro slavery in Massachusetts was a
mild form of bondage; one authority claimg it was an "ad-
mixtuxé'aﬁ‘bandage and - indentured se&vicaaﬂgg: The slave
legislation was much less haxrsh than the laws of Southern
colonies, and the treatment of o slaves was wore humane.
This may be accounted for inm several ways. The number of
slaves was much smaller and the fear of mass imsurrection
cﬁnseéuenﬁly*mmch less. The small farm system kept the mum-
ber of farm hands small and hence a more family-type relation-
ship existed than could be maintained in the plantation econ~
omy of the South where large numbers of slaves were used.
This relationship was buttressed by the religious views of
the Massachusetts colonists who regarded slaves as persons
divinely committed to their stewardship. Since strong em-
phasis was 91&¢aﬁ~an.Eha‘ﬁumﬁamsnual vole of the family in
society, the Negroes were often considered a part of the fam-
11y in which they lived.'?

' The occupational role of the slave in Massachusetts
was determined by the interests of his master and the complex
economy of that colony. The iwpression that Negroes were used
only aa'hauséhald:aiavéé is erraneaés,‘sinae they were associ~

ated with all aspects of economic life in the colony. They
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worked on farmé and were employed as both skilled and unskill~
ed workers. Many were able to discharge a varilety of tasks
and, in general, the Massachugetts slave was better trained
and wore vergatile than the plantation Negro of the SQuthglz
Despite the distinet differences among the various
forms of servitude~-apprentices, indentured servants, and
slaves~~all servants' day to day living tended to be similar.
They all Iived under their masters' roofs and most Negro slaves
as well as vhite servants were consgidered a part of the family.
Slaves £te§uenm£y\éié,skilied‘l&bor while an apprentice learn-
ing a trade often performed menial taaks.is Furthermore, many
of the servitude laws £ailed to distinguish between the vari-
ous types of servants but lumped them all together; one vegu-
lation penalized tavern keepers ten shillings for servig liquor
14

to apprentices, indentured servants, or Negroes, Masters

were required by statute to see that their servants did not
transgress any laws for keeping the Sabbath haiy;lﬁ
In Massachugetts, then, slavery, indentured servi-
tude, and apprenticeship were well established institutions
by 1750. These forms of servitude were aaaapted-énd prac~
ticed, and the bound servant group, white and Negro, made up

a sizable segment of the colony's population.
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Chapter 1l
ECONOMIC ASPECTS QF SERVITUDE IN nﬁSSAQKHSEifs; 1751=1763

Q The institution of servitude was established in the
Massachusetts colony in an effort to close the wide gap be-
tween lsbor supply and labor demand. The newspapers of the
period disclose thrdughitheit advertisements cexrtain aspects

of the role played by apprentices, indentured servants, and

Negro slaves in the growing economy: the importation of ser-

vants, the local trade in the buying and selling of servants,

and the occupations they entered.

Importation of Negro Slaves angglnﬁgptured‘gervaﬁgg

Many more Negro slaves than indentured white servants
came to the ghores of Massachusetts during the years 1751~1763

?here\ware‘ﬁwanty«ﬁéu:'graups of slaves aa“mpgased to seven
shipiaaaa of servants. The exact mumber cammot be ca;eulamed

bgcéuse-marﬁhanta aﬁd‘abipﬁaycainﬁ acﬁaaiqnéliy used indefin-
ite phrases in advertising their human cargoes, such as "Just
imparte& from Africa...a Nunber of Prime Goree éﬁ& Senegal
$Lavesﬁ“1 Although it is impossible to arrive at‘the exact
number, probably about 275 slaves and lza-indaaééxed servants

were imported during these years.
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Even though these figures indicate both need and de-
sire on the part of the Massachusetts colonists, they do not
necessarily prove that slaves were preferred to indentured
servants. One possible explanation for the greater number of
Negroes delivered in Boston is that slaves were imported by
Massachusetts merchanﬁs engaged in the slave trade while white
servants were generally brought in by traders who were not
residents of the colony.

The only years when indentured servants were adver-
tised forhsale in Massachusetts newspapers were those of 1751,
1752, and 1763, while Negroes came thréughoutfhe thirteen year
period, except 1753 and 1755 to 1757 (see Appendix, Table I).
The fact that'no slaves came iﬁ duriné the early yeafs of tﬁe
French and Indian War (except 1754) tends to support strongly
the supposition that shlpplng of servants was interrupted tem-
porarily by the War. Also, the importation of Negroes in-
creased considerably during the years 1758 and ‘from 1761 to . :
1763. The French and Indian War was virtually over on the
American continent in 1760 and this, in all probability, ex-
plains the increased importation between 1761 and 1763.

Of the twenty-four advertisements in the Boston

Gazette and the Boston Evening Post offering imported Negroes

for sale, ten indicated the source of importation. Eight
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stated that the Negroes were impqraed from ‘Africa: the Gold
Coast, thé Windward Codst, Goree, and Senégal ‘ds well as the
Afriean éontinent were menticied.> Only ohe gécup was advere
tised as coming from the West Indies, and the remainimg ship-
16ad waé made up of ten Negroes from Halifax. These statis-
tice refute, to a certain ‘estént, the common belief that Ne
groes "seasoned" in the West Indies were much preferred, or at
ledst imported in larger numbers than the "raw" slaves from
Africa. There wera:ﬁauxﬁeen advertisements in which there was
no mention of source and, if Negroes f£rom the West Indies were
as overvhelmingly preferred as is supposed, it would be reason-
able to expect the merchants to have advertised them as such.
None of the fourteen groups were advertised as “geasoned”’ Ne=
groes or as having skills or previous training. This, then,
would suggest that these slaves had been imported from an area
where no “seasoning” had taken place.

In contrast to the number of advertisements offering
imported Negroes for sale without specification of source, ade
vertisements offering indeatured sexvants uaually indicated
the nationality of the servant or at least the country from
which the ship had come. Of the seven groups wmentioned, two
were from Germany, one each from the Isle of Jersey, Ireland,
‘Bristol, and Scotland, and the origin of one group was not

given,
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(.';erman

The two,redemptioner groups who arrived in 1751~
1752 probably aﬁm as the result of an awareness on the part
of the H&agachi;aetzts government of the advantages which other
colonies, notably Penmsylvania, ‘had gained through German im~
wdgration. Lt. Gwama?_ $pmex Phips voiced the sentiment
of the General Court when he said, “They [German Protestants/
would introduce many useful manufactures and ax‘fam*’# 'ﬁé@ ﬁaéaa*
chusetts legislature authorized Joseph Crellius, a Peunsylvania
ghipbrokér engaged in the immigrant trade, as commissioner to
solicit and import German Protestants into the colony as set-
:zlwms Crellius, however, was known to engage in some nefar~
fous practices and some of the German imﬁ.g::ﬁnga were forced to
become indentured servants when they reached the shores of
Massachusetts, haviog been ggmas}.y deceived by creu:ms.ﬁ The
German fmmigrants he was respousible for bringing to Massachu-
getts arrived in 1751 and 1752 and were in all probability the
game ones which were mentioned in the newspaper advertisements
during those two years.

Besides the two groups from Germany, another group
of redemptionera came from Bristol. They offered to sell them~
selves for the price of thelr passage as follows: “Just fmported
from Bristol, a number of young ﬁe:&iws s Tradesmen and Hugband-
men, vho will bind themgelves for 3 or 4 years to pay their pas-
sage. Auny person inclined to purchasé any of them, may apply to
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Thomas Goldthwait. o7 _ The other groups ha& ‘ﬁi‘.gzize& their in~
dentures before léaving Europe and were 5o 'a&%érﬁi;seci, for
mm?m, **Juat: imported...a nmnbar of Irish servants, mostly
Husgandmen, bound from & to 7 years. w8

Children and adults, wale and female, made up the
human cargoes offered for sale in the port of Boston. Of the
Negro imports, young male slaves were most ﬁreénentiy mention~
ed, Most of the white servants appear to have been adults;
at least not many were advertised as “children.” The two
groups from Germany did include children, but this ie to be
ezpected since redemptioners frequently emigrated in families.
The other groups, with the exception of the one from Scotland,
were groups of either all men or all women.

The majority of the advertisements offering Negroes
for sale played up the physical qualities of the slaves. On-
1y twice was any previocus training mentioned. One group of
slaves from Halifax was listed as being made up of rope-makers,
sailmakers, and carpentexrs; another, from the West Indies, in~
cluded a young man who could speak English. There is evi-
dence in the advertisewents that Negroes brought to the col-
ony - of Massachusetts were sometimes physically infexior.

“To Be Sold, & parcel of likely Negroes, imported from Africa
+++x Also, if eny persons have any Negro Men, strong and
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hearty, tho not of the best moral character, which are pro-
per suhjec#& for transportation, may have an exchange for
anall N¢g¥$3$¢”9
Most of she'aauxe.whitg'aervants who came had train-
ing in,paxﬁiﬁular fiel&s aa& this was emphasized over physi-
cal fitness in the advertisements, Men and maid servants,
h@abaédmem,.and tradesmen were listed. Gng group of German
vredempniunema/waa pxababiy part of a larger number of skilled
" laborers who went to Braintree for the purpose of erecting a
glassmaking establishwent. Although the advertisement an~
ﬁaunting' tedempcionera for sale did not mention this skill,

an item in the same issue of the B ing Post gives

the impression that the redemptioners were part of this Brain-
ﬁtee<gwauv'1c

On thelr arvival iu Boston indentured servants and
slaves were offered for sale at various places by merchants
and ship captains. ﬁtaﬁuicallyrali the gdvexﬁiaemanta men~
‘timmed a place vhere would-be purchasers could make contact
i€ intereéted in buying. Places included homes and shops of
mﬁtﬁbanta, warehouses, wharfs, vendue (anatian) TOOmS , and on
baar& ghip. Slaves were frequentlyveffered for sale with
aﬁbér‘ﬁewchaaﬁise just brought into port; £for example,
Edwaid Scheaffes, Jr. advertised in 1754, "Just Imported...
two likely young Negro men, and one likely young Negro Woman,
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11
also choice 8t. Kitts Rum and Sugar."

' -Prices for slaves or indentured servants' time were
‘never gpecified. Several groups of Negroes were to be sold
by asuction; whether the others were sold by auction or by
stzipul&ted price cammot be determined. Ship captain William
Ellery; in offering slaves for sale stated that New England
rum and treasurer'’s notes would be acceptable. 3'2 - Beveral
groups of Negroes were offered for sale "cheap for cash® or
short credit with interest. Currency was scarce in Massa~-
chusetts &wring the 1?5(2*93‘3 and probably prompted such con-

cessions.

Local Trade in Servauts

The newsga@ex, in addition to haing uae& by mers
ehants w widely aévezti.se thei.z: i.mpmted imaxan cargae&,
was fremtly utilized by the local raaiﬁeum af the golony
ixz the buying and ﬁallmg wf servants.

Advertisements a;;pear:tng wost ﬁrequemly were those
afﬁeﬁng Negroes fm:‘ saia. buring the thirteenmyeax period
3&? Negmea were offered ﬁm‘ sale in %:h:t.a mamzem {This
ﬁigu:e daea not imludé :he ivported Negmes,) Most of the
a.dvemiﬁmm mentioned the sex, ap;:mxima::e age, and abil~
ity of nhe Regro being offered for sale. E:;equmzly the
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owner listed the reason for the slaves being sold; the num-
ber of years he had lived in the colony, and his moral and
physical qualities. Like the advertisements of ilmported
Negroes, the price was never mentioned. Also, the name of
the slave owner was seldom given., Quite often the adver~
tisements directed interested parties to “zn@re of the
Printer." This did not mean that the slave owners wished to
remain anonymous; 4t was simply common practice in the
eighteenth century for all kinds of advertisers to use the
printig office as a clearing-house of informatiom.

Masters desired to dispose of their slaves for var-
ious reasons. Some Negroes were sold for what the owner
termed "lack of employment or want of business.” A few were
sold upon the death of their masters and were offered for sale
ag part of estates. Several vere offered for sale because
thelr masters were leaving Massachusetts. One advertisement
ammounced a slave for sale at his own request., Women were
gometimes offered for sale because of thelr frequent preg-
nancy. Slave mem'rdm not want the expense or responsibile
ity of these “potable breeders'" or their offepring. Young
Negro children were “to be given away," apparently to anyone
who desired them, Thirty-two Negro children were offered in
this fashion during the years 175i~1763. The ages specified

ranged from one week to twelve months,
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Some owners indicated dissatisfaction with their Ne-
groes and specified that they be sold out of town. One such
dvereisemmz read: ‘“& Negro wench to be a&iﬁ, tﬁaﬁ cm cook
and do all other hmwéhem business but had rather tza do :zat:hw
mg, for which reason she is to be sold. "™ 4 |

‘ @he majarity of aﬁvert:isemmts affemd one New:a on~
‘.Ly for sale but s :Eafte Negm ehimreﬁ were sald Wi%:h z:hem: moth~
ers., 'me lmfgest group was cmased of seven Hagro&s belangm
ing to s:he estate of a deceased owmer. Tha ywngast glave ad~
varﬁ;ged was four years of agg, t;ixe .emeeg, fifey. maz; were
in thetr late teenms or carly twenties.

It is aig@iﬁicmg that many of tha siésze,s bamg put
up for sale had had emallpox. This information was éub;i_s_hed
to :gagg@# would-be purchasers that the slaves would not
come down with the dread disease. The year 1752 saw a wides
spread smallpox epidemic and half of the Negroes offered far ,
sale in The Boston Gazette and The Boston ﬁveﬁiug_ Post in t;his
year'had had the smallpox,”

2 in apgeazs to would-be purchasers who desirved Negroes
xmad to w!:tim cugtoms and familiar, perhaps, wi.t:h English, the
aﬁvertigmw frequently stated that the slaves had been a
certain nunber of years in the miony. For example, in 1751 a
maéta:;':pfiered for sale: "A very &ikeiyﬂggm boy, about seven-

teen or eighteen years of ageg been two years.in the country,
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£it for amy kind of aew.ice."m

Fhysical and moral qﬁau.t.ies were often emphasized in
the advertisements. Such adjectives as "strong," "heslthy,”
Yheavey,' “spry," ‘active," "gble-bodied” were numerous. Few-
er a&w&étwm&s emphasizged me. good character of the slaves
being sold; of those the phrases containing “honesty,” “sober,"
“good-tempered’ were gae& most often.

Occasionally Negroes were offered for sale with oth-
er merchandise, but most of the advertisements ééakt exclusive~
iy with a slave ox slaves for saia; That Negroes were gold by
auction is indicated by the following: ‘'Sold at Royal Exchange
to highest bidder, a ri_ghta good Gold Watch, a Negro boy.... W16

In addition to the advertisements affering 347 Ne-
groes for sale and 32 Negro children to be given away, there
' st and The

were 49 want ads for sglaves in

gton Evening Po

Boston Gazette. Most asked for one glave; only three indicated

& desire for two. Included in the forty-nime advertisements
were those of four masters who wished to exchange older Negroes
for younger, or femile for male, |

There were a few advertisements which aiéughi: or of~
fered slaves for “hire." Owners temporarily not in need of
slave labor would hire their slaves out to someone who desired
a Negro for a short time only. This is {llustrated in the fol-
lowing advertisement which appeared in 1761: ‘“Any person in
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the neighboring towns that wants a hearty strong smlatto g,iﬂ;
eighteen years old, for a few wonths way have her for victuals
only. w18 Similarly, a person would reﬁuwtz & Negro for “hire)'
wmeaning that he would like to contract for the glave's laber
for a certain period only, paylug the owner for the tempo-
rary services,

There were fewer advertisements by far for white ser«
vaots, There were a number seeking &mgé iabor these appear-
ed to have been for free rather than bound labor. There were
no xeﬁuaam for indentured servants but there vwere eight
which specified that apprentices were desired, For example,
"Wanted, as an apprentice to a W ang mm %émfk,,. Goldsmith,
for term of 7 ymﬁﬁ,_é feithful honest lad that can be well-
reemrm&eﬁ."m In gmﬁi&% to the 347 Negroes offered for
sale, the unexpired time of only ten white servants, includ-
ing children, was put on the market, Since these ten were
not designated as apprentices, it must be presumed that they
were indentured servants. The range of remainlng time of-

fered for sale ran from sizteen wonths to seven years.

Occupations

Much information concerning the vecupations of slaves

indentured sexvants, and apprentices is xéve&&e& in the two
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meﬁspa@aﬁa studied. )ﬁaéugh snmauimé$,a servant was described
éimply*a& “ﬁeﬁﬁg £fic ﬁat'téun»ar aéunﬁxy“'ﬁﬁ indicate that he
was suitahla for dtvexsa kiada of emplaymens, WOSE ﬁﬁ the ad-
v&x&iﬁmﬁa named wmiﬁmﬁy the Qﬁcu;:at:i.an m:? mcupat:im&
of the aewam:.

?ha ﬂcauyaﬁiana of ﬂegra~malas £all inaa~thmee,¢anaw
gaxiesg htmse slaves, z:mﬁaamen, and agmmﬁmml workers.
Tha maﬁexﬁty were house si&va& and pemﬁﬁxma& easka on the
gwm&s as %3.:& as in the dweam:ngs of the weazt:mw repi -
dents of the ealaﬁy Ehey were»valata, eccka, bxamera, wagh~
ers, hakaﬁs, ironers, ﬁmchm, and g,ardmem; They took
sare of children, maﬁe»saayﬁ waited on t&hla, agé,&resaeﬂ
hair for ladies. @wafalaﬁéa,a&vatﬁiaaa for sale were musi-
¢ians and were said to play the French Mza and trumpet.

Such ma ai.aws would be invaluable to a genula:nan who en<
tertained ﬁmqumtly*

The next waat ﬁequmﬁly mentioned occupation en-
gagé& in by wale ﬂégrnea,was that of tradesman or skilled
laborer, Sowe were ewployed in town shops and worked as
blacksuiths, tallow chandlers, distillers, bakers, shoe-
makers, carpenters, farriers, pgoldsmiths, printers, masons,
or coopers. Qthers were employed to do chocolate gxinﬁingfza
Among the slaves in the shipbuilding industry were shipear-
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shipwwights, caulkers, sallmakevs, and rop
Neproes were also employed on the farms, aslthough o
‘ ».m y than ﬁmm slaves o gkilled mrmm mﬁy

wﬂ;*‘*‘% Mot of the mers enploys:

but at least one fars m Magsachuaetts mw & sufflicient
mumber of Negroes to m;m an oversesr,

'A few glave occupations £l into none of the theee
categories sbove. One slave was offered for sele a8 “being
' ' anothexr wes & seanen, and two

suitable for a tavern-keepe
Negro boys were advertised as being experie
SWeRps .

Many of the male slaves appesr to have been jacks-
of-all-trades and could turn theixr hands frow one thing to
snother with equal esse. One example woss suffice, although
many could be given: “To be mmmm Begro man, am 30

‘years old, who cas do both Town end Country business vexy
well,... He has worked at the Printing Business 15 ov 16
years; can handie an ax, saw, spade, hoe, ov whax fastru’
ment of Husbandry as wl!« as most men, and valucs himself

and is valued by others for his skill in Cookery and making

\
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As might be expected Negro women were euployed as
house slavea and did much of the same work in the house ag
wale servante. -They cooked, sewed, mended linen, washed,
and caved for children, and in general, as one master put it,
“oevformed the usval drudgeries of the %xsilyﬁ*m Negro wo-
men did housework both in Boston and in the rural areas of
Massachugsetts. In the country they were expected to perform
heavier tasks ag puggested by the item that advertised a
Hegro woman who was able to “do all sorts of ‘country work, w23

The occupation most in demand during the thirteen-
year period, 1751-63, was that of house slave, but slaves
who were “£itY for the blacksmith, m%imwhanéiem sooper;
ey and farming business

shipcarpenter, carpenter, st
were also m@gﬁf’

Many of the {indentured servants ?ﬁrﬁiﬁip;ﬂt«e& in the
same types of work as the Negroes--they were coopers, seamen,
husbandmen, men and waid servants. Other oceupations men~
tioned were windmille-tender, wool-comber, weaver, taylor,
stable-tender, cabinetmaker, and joiner. Female vhite ser-
vants were aayem:&saﬁ 48 being abie to card and to épin, a
hougehold occupation in which none of the Negro women were
perhaps sufficiently skilled.

411 apprentices mentioned in the advertisements were
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boys ranging in age frow fourteen to twenty-four. The trades
mmi:&m m which they were agzwenﬁiam included those of
gcmmﬁ.t:h » bragier, m%wmm " prim;em tay:‘mx*, ‘goxdwain-

w, htmaa aaﬁgem:er, ami x:mem

 Certain other factors as well as the variety of cc-
mzpaﬁima emgagm’i in wast also be considered in evaluating
the ee:mmm fuport
setts. First, there is a wide difference between the number
of slaves offered for sale, 347, and the number wented 49,

' One cxplanation f£or this is that purchasers of slaves proba-

nce of unfree labor grmpa ‘in Massachu~-

ble did not uge the newspapers as e&tmiwly as did the sel-
lers, but instead made vema. inquiries in their nelghbor-
hoods or among their aamiﬂmaa That Negrees gontioued
to ba imported throughout these yeare and #:h&fzs there were
gome want ads for slaves is indication of the desire and need
for black labor. -

On the other hand, that thirty-two Negro offspring

were given away and that women were sometimes sold because

they were "notable breeders” suggeste that the Massachusette
economy could gupport only so many Negroes; therefore, Negro
women wiw ﬁﬁe@mﬁy gave ﬁ;s‘s;a:i‘:h and young children meant a
loss to the owmer who mist béear the expense of sheltering
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‘and feeding as well as the risk of loss through death. 1In
other parts of colonial America, where slave owners desired
many Negro workers for plantations, such women were assets
instead of the liabilities they were in Massachusetts.

.Oue more factor to be considered in the importance
of bound servants as a source of labor supply is the number
offered for sale because of lack of employment. Between
1751 and 1763, sizty-six servants were offered for sale for
this reason. The end of the French and Indian War on the
American continent in 1760 produced the inevitable post war
degreasien,27 and the number of Negroes offered for sale
because of lack of employment increased. The year 1763 was
the high point in this trend.

Finally, the relative fmportance of each of the
three types of servitude to the economy sust be considered,.
Information on apprentices was scant, since the newspapers
were not utilized to any great extent; arvangements for
their contracts were most often private affairs;, However,
the vast amount of newspaper information on Negroes in com~
parison to the much smaller amount about indentured servants
does point up the relative importance of these two groups.
2here.we:e more Negroes waﬁted, more to be sold, more im~
parned,)énd more runaways sought, and more mention in the

Bosuoﬁ yeﬁg»seatzan of the papers. It zppears that during

\



the yeavs under investigation that the Negro —%@Wﬁ# played

& significant and larger mmerical role in the economy of

Magsachusetts than did the {ndentured sexvant. .
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Chapter Iil

B g’ﬁlw},?ﬁ,&

The sexvant population--indentured servants, appren-
tices, and slaves~: ~formed a d:!.mi.mn ootal arows 1o ¢
@huﬂﬁtﬁ m&&myg The oston Gagette
EQ&.. revml througt
portaat sactal agpects of servitude, such 8s master-slave re-
Lationships eaﬂ mervant: apmsm:m to servitude,

their &&v&muiamm m news mlm Loy

By today's standards the treatment of elaves in Massa~
chusetts was faor from kindly., Negroes were offered for sale in
the newspapers like pleces of merchandise, and indeed slong with
long lists of various goods, Young Negro children were froely
given away, apparently to myone ﬁm desived them: Sometimes
they vere sepavated from their mothers as early as one week old.

Yet, there aya stateéments iv the advertisements that

point out the concern felt by some wasters for the welfare of
their slaves. One &Wﬁ ouner stipulated that a Negro mother
and child were to be sold mganﬁw;i another that hai# Negro man
and m&n could not be purchased aawatézydz One master, in




<haser of his sleve mist live outeide of Boston in order to
prevent the Negro from catobing the dread disease.” Another,
Ain offering his Negw for ealeg gtated that the slave wanted
a good Mﬁtz@@ﬁ fne of the glaveownars who was giving away
& Negro ¢hild stated that he would be given oply to a “credi~

A standards the Negxo in Massa~
chusetta was treated more kindly than sisves in othex paxim
of colonisl America, aﬁpeéi#ﬂy e&m area gouth of New Ensiamif
ment: of slaves is 'ﬁ'ﬁe total num " of the Hegm m;aﬂaﬁim.
ﬁ%em are ne ahanmay m.mmé amﬁatﬁiﬁa ;mwim tes the
?ademl Census of 1?96, m maa m@a Miah ind&am:ea ‘the
| m&ai:ive Wﬂmim of blacks m mma ia the y@aﬂy mw
xat:ea in Mam, m&&almi m zm mwem {aaa Appendis,
'S:abla it}@ mm ﬁgxmeﬁ shw f.‘kat ﬂegwaa m xongm? six
't:im cﬁ Besm Eime they were con~

- percent tﬁ;"—f ﬁh& PO,
ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ in ¢ uiﬁes, t:ha pmenf:ase aﬁ Mm:m to tha
&z&w&a pwﬂaﬁm ﬂﬁ Mseamet&& w&t hﬁ aﬁm& m be clos-

" ew %za wwa pammm :ﬂw mammeaw mlnniwm nm lived
m fm aﬁ uegm mwwnimg M ma t:ulmgz:s ;‘m some othex
a::m mﬁ m«w&cm amd sl.mew tbma ﬁwas, m wmi&ty, a wiid



form of bondage, Since masters rarely owned move thana
few glaves at a time and slavery was justified on velipgious
- grounds, this algo 4id much to witigate the m&éﬁbﬁﬁy of
¢ evidénce of the treatuent of slaves can be

found in the clothing dem:z&g@xim& of runavay Negroes adver~ -
iy dressed

in & "stone gray Duroy coat,”.a scarlet jacket, double breasts
ed, a pair of iight esloured Rersey Breeches, a pair of Yarn:
5L 7 another was very well dressed in a "silk gro-
grain coat, & vhite pair. of ribbed stockings and & pair of
mm“& ‘ﬁm colorful am:.im of mt&hw runaway

tised for: m,,the NEWSPAPET S, ana 8lave was was

ekings;"

slave m: m made him easy’ m gpot; he wore a “blue m1~
or 3@&3@* red btmhea m a wh&t:e miﬁmm; m ﬁw
btmkma in hiﬂ sm, :mm mzw and a red m& bime.
capy" 5 mxxw&mm me 3&&%& amﬁ t:a hava hm wau and
warmly dxeasw, ame aigu ahat: they were aﬁmz‘&ad dmmt:
‘ﬂtmmt by v L
ﬁw&a&. of the. mﬂay aiavea ha& physimi ﬂ&&a*
t;ﬂwmg which were dmﬂm by their maxst:em in'advertis~
| ‘:ing for their retu  ,' m haﬁ a “mga scay ia hﬁ.s fweheaﬁ*g
another . lmd his “right: thtmb, Nm:mm uke & Parrot's Bill,'
still mt:h& had “one leg much longer than the: m:hm:f*m-

£ masters. -

i;!
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and one had lost a fiﬁ&“»‘fi? vhether these injuries were the

result of accidents, the 3mney to the colony, or unkind

treatment on the part of the master cannot be determined,
Negroes were rarely called “glaves" in.the advers

tisements except in those cases where imported blacks were

offered for sale. ~Xn othe

- gection of the paper, an adult ,ﬁaﬁ..a was referred to as a

. advertisements and in the news

Negro man sexvant or fellow; & negm female a8 4 woman or
‘wench. - The use of the term "gervant” instead of “slave"
was in keeping with tzm Hebraic ﬁx‘ad&ﬁi.mmm& was & carrys
‘over from .aevm:mmwmm Puritanism. Religion during
that peried guided all human relations and made no clear or
rigld distinction between servants. Vhen the Puritan God
‘gave his approbation to gervitude, He gave “Necessary Rules,
prescribing and limiting the Duties belonging to this Relas
tion," and in those rules He &w not assign different duties
to diffevent smaﬁﬁm , To. all alike He commanded. three
things: - obedience, faithfulness, and reverence, so that in
theory all servants had the, éame duties and bore the sawe
m?.m:&msh&y to thedir: maawmw *

. Besldes belng é&suinguiehed from their fellow sex-
“ vanm by their color and ufelmg boudaga, Negroes in the
-eigghnggnck century were mmar separated by their lack of
fmw ‘names, ALl slaves: xeﬁegwed to in the advertisements



wete called by only one mame. This lack of a last name is
one move indicatfon of thelr inferior status; because by the
eighteenth centwry all servants, éxcept Negro 'slaves, had:

" £ull names.*® ‘Two Indian servants who xan away duting the
years 1751-1763 (one of whom was indenturéd) had both firgt
and last names. Many of the Negro servants had elassical’
nawes such ae "Cato," "Ceasar," "Iitus," “Ulysses;" others
had Biblical names, “Peter;" ~**x§aniei,§," “James," “Joseph.t
The use of such names waé analogous to Roman and Hebrew
bondsmen. L In the séventeenth century Negroes bore names
which were either an appro¥imation of their o¥fginal names
ot similar to those of their masters. The change of appela-
tion that ‘occurred from seventeenth to eighteenth century
was part of the process completed in the i?ﬁﬂ*s of separvating
the ‘slave from thﬁ talm:a servant and eatablishmg the Negro's
infexi_aﬂwy, i8 i.a

" The attitude towapds Iieymas a8 a race i'aveaied in
smemt ‘of the advertisements. Qne TUNAWAY wWas ‘dmribed as
hm?ing @ **piaasam: countenance for a Negro. "19 Al ‘owier in
q@mﬁs&ng his slave for sale g“a?f:at';eé ‘that his slave was

*wnﬂmﬁm&ed for the bést:‘fprépezhms«amea&ing a Negro,
tempemma ‘and honesty. "20 - Although slaves were apparently
fai&iy well treated, ‘there was no question as to prevalence

7

aﬁ :iw feeling that they - were members of an‘inferior race.
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This attitude did not prevent miscegeénation, al-
though it was prohibited by law. That it was not an uncom-
mon occurence in the colony of Massachusetts is demonstrated
by the number of mulattoes mentioned in the newspapers. A
few of the slaves offered for sale were mulattoes and nine
of the fifty~three runaway slaves advertised for were de~
scribed as being mulattoes. Miscegenation took place between
other races besides black and white as may be seen in one ad-

vertisement which offered a "Spanish~Indian woman with &
23

Negro child" for sale.

he Institution of Servitude

The institution of servitude in Massachusetts was
not as harsh as that in other parts of colonial America, but
this did not prevent servants from desiring their freedom,
wighing to rid themselves of unkind masters, and resorting
to various forms of defiance.

The most common method was running away, and mag~
ters hoping to secure the return of such servants relied
heavily oo newspaper advertiscments., As one owner put it:
“Inserting advertisements in the several newspapers is judg-
ed the most expeditious method of spreading /the news of a

— 22 .
runaway servant/ far and near." The mumber of runaways



advertised for in the newspapers, then, is probably a fair
estimate of the total number.

Between 1751 and 1763, twenty-nine white servants
and fifty-three Negroes ranm away. The white servants in-
cluded seven apprentices. In the majority of cases the ser-
vants ran away alone although three pairs of Negroes and one
pair of white servants ran off together,

Runaways were largely men or boys; only one Negro
and two white women servants fled. Women, ewi&an#ly, were
less enterprising or considered it too dangerous. Ten of
the yunaway indentured servants were Irish; other national-
ities mentioned were English, German, and Scottish.

The ages of the runaway white servants ranged from
eight years of age to thirty, those of the Negroes from £if-
teen yvears of age to forty. That the Negroes were older
follows from the fact that they were held in 1ifelong bond-
age while white servants were only temporarily hal& in ser-
vitude beginning at a reiauiéely early age.

Freénently servants took eéuipmenm that would aid
them in escaping. . One indentured servant, a ﬁtaﬁlewt,ex;d&r,
helped himself to two of his master's horses along with bri-
les andvsaddles and ran away with the servant of a Boston
perukemaker. An indentured German servant not only stole

clothes from his master but took a "silver-hilted sword, a
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cross-cut gaw, and a 'fine french gum’,"za probably for his
own protection., Stealing clothes was common practice. This,
no doubt, was considered necessary in order to change appar-
el to avoid recognition. One slave who "affected to dress
smart" took with him a "blue cloth jacket and whitish cloth
Breeches, both trimd with red, and wetal buttons, a blue and
white check'd linen ¢oat, a cloth colored camblet coat and a
Drab surtout coat with horse hair buttons.”

Servants were often quite ingenious in their at-
tempts to escape from thelr masters. One Negro man servant
pretended to be a doctor; another, a mulatto, frequently
guilty of tﬁﬁuing away, sought his freedom byvactempting to
pase as a free man. Two other examples of servants' ingen~
uity were an Irish lad who in 1751 carried with him a gun
under the pretense of going to train with the militia and a
Negro fellow who pretended that he was working for his mas-
ter whenever he was quizzed in neighboring towns.

Runaways frequently plamned to get as far away
from their masters as possible as evidenced by one German
who was though to have gomne to Pemmglvania. A servant boy,
according to his master, hoped to get to Middletown, Conmect-
icut; and an apprentice was thought to have escaped by way of
the sea, Persons, including ship captains, were forbidden
by law to harbor servants. Masters usually reminded the
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public of this. That servanta were 6bmatimea g&ven aid in
thelr attempts to escape ia hinted at in two af the advexw
tigsements. One magtexr asked far the watuxu aﬁ nia elght~
year-old servant who "has by the advice aﬁ same person or
peraons,_heea\ahsanﬁ £xqm‘my family since last Thursé&y, the
30th of July: I do QQW'by this pubitck;adv¢§t£39manﬁ give
notice to all Persons whoovey ﬁheytéxe, tﬁﬁé Rgegﬁ him in-
cog, that they may depen& on the laquﬁaving_ﬁns nauraa'witﬁ
them."as‘ One slave owner mentionthat "it iakguégﬁsea some
evil-minded person hga given him /[the Negro/ & pass to txavél
as a free man." |

Cammunit?~n¢~aperatian in securing the veturn of
runaway servants was not uncommon. Nagr&aé'thaught-ko be
runavays were retained until their mastexs could be 1aeated*
The capture of a Negro was sometimes advertiséd—in the news~
papers: “Suppos’d to have runaway, a tall thin favourid.
Negro man, about 40 or 45 years of agﬁ,.whulgpeaka-brakan
English and says (1€ righslﬁ understood) that he belongs to
Mr. Obadiah Spring: has lost one of his upper fore~teeth
<... Such an one may be heard of by inquizring of the Prin-
ters hereaf‘"z? It is difficult to determine ﬁeﬁluitel§
the percentage of returned runaway servants, probably most
of ﬁha_servanﬁs were ieﬁurnad.since the a&vergtsemenes usu~

ally stopped after appearing two or three times. -



-39

Being mmme& t:o a maat:ér daid naiz a&waya deter the
amauu from making fw:tmr attempm t:a« secure fmec’imm ene
mdauméd servant ren may every year £ar t;hree yeaw, the
last time abmmmg w:ith ma master's haraa, .28 ’

Masters adver:z:ismg &m the r:atum aﬁ runaway sepe
vants offered a remxd, nmﬂy mxeﬁaed in dii:ﬁemm: kinds
of currency inal,nding Eng}iiaxa, m}.mial, emd Spaaiah mwa
dollars. By conversion aﬁ !:ha v&xr&m denominations oﬁ cur-
rency into one fmmmg pound ﬁeg:nng based on the Masea~
chusetts Legislative Act of @i&azgwhé a:awar&a ‘for the zeturn
of runsway sexvants vanged from six :shﬁ.l'ifﬁ,ug;é to three pound
three shi‘limgs, The _asrgimgg reward aﬁfmé&f:mé one pound.
three shillings. threepence while fe wost freqaem was twelve
shilliogs. |

The highest reward offered for the return of a
Negro was three pmmﬁa and the &m&t was aix shmm::xgs. The
average was one pmd e&gbtz gema and the masi: :ﬁmquem: was
twelve shillings.

The rewards offered m white servants ran slight~
iy highex. The ave:mge was one pound aight; shi.umgs and the
nost ﬁeqnena one pound :Em amlmngﬁ, The highest reward
affere& was three pmmﬂs i:hme shi.imaga and the lowest six

smlungm

.‘AS.



Rewards offered for skilled sexvants were, more
often than not, higher than the average. For the return of
John Aitking, a Scottish cabinetmaker, aged thirty-three,
three Guineas or three pound three ghillings was offered,
The master of a mulatto servant » aged twenty-gix, vho was a
“good ¢wper,“3g was willing to pay ten dollars or three
pounds for his return.

A much wore violent and much less frequently em-
ployed method of protesting against the institution of ser-
vitude was by criminal action. On occasion this took the
form of suicide. 1In 1759,
that & slave drowned himself because he did “not relish a

e Boston Evening Post veported

little necessary correction which was aduwinistrated to hinm
for his mi,ﬁcaném:m“w’ Argon was another form of retaliation,
and a Negro woman was caught in 1760 attempting to burn her
master's house after having set f£ire to two other farms, 32
?éisaning or ~mﬁ§ight: killing of the master or wmembers of
his :Eamily was comuitted by four Negroes during the years

1751-1763, according to reports in

and The Boston Gazette. All but one of the criminal actions

against the conditiong of servitude were perpetrated by
Negro slaves. The only whiv;e servant criminal mentioned in
either of the newspapers was a servant boy who set fire to

33
his master's home. If one may judge from the number of
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times such instances of crime were mentioned, it may be said
that such belligerent deflance was not widespread.

..+ Although there were members of all the servant
groups who took exception to i;hé institution of servitude and
ir-»e&uently found recourse in running away and ocecasionally in
committing some crime by way of retaliation, it must be
pointed ocut that the majority accepted the conditions of sexr -
vitude.
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Chapter IV

CONCLUSION

The servant population of Massachusetts in 1751~
1763 that comes to light through a study of the mmé::apera
included the following: apprentices, boys whose ages ranged
from early teens to the age of twenty-four and whe lcarned a
paxticular skill from their wmasters; indentured servants,
both adults and children including Cermans, Englishmen, Irieh-
men, Scots, and Indians wost of whom wewe bound from four to
seven years; and slaves who were Negroes either born in the
colony of Massachusetts or imported from the West Indies and
Africa. There is not enough inforwation on the apprentices
to compare their ratio to the rest of the gervant population,
but the amvunt of data on glaves indicates that Negroes fay
outnumbered the indentured servants.

All three proups were of economic importance to
Massachugetts. The apprentices became skilled workers, The
indentured servauts worked in households, on farms and in
twon shops. The majority of the slaves were house servants,
but a number were skilled workers and farm laborers. Al- |
though several servants were offered for sale because of

lack of employment, this was due to a temporary depressgion



g5
vather than a permanent over-supply of labor. The importa-
tion of twenty-four groups of slaves and seven groups of in-
dentured servants and the frequency of want ads appearing in
newspapers is proof of the need for servantg.

Although master-gervant relationships varied, the in-
stitution of servitude generally was not as harsh as it was
in other parts of colonial America, yet being a servant at
the beck and call of a master for twenty-four hours of the
day was an unhappy lot to many. Some attempted to escape
their term of service (and sometimes did) by running away.
Others committed nrimeé against their masters. These num-~
bers were not large and indicate that the majerity of the
servants accepted the conditions of servitude and often bene-
fited. In the case of apprentices who recelved training in
gkilled employment and indentured servants who received
transportation to the New World, the servant was better off
as a result of his term of servitude. Thus, the servant
population, in forming a distinct social group while supply-
ing the necessary labor for the economic development of early
Massachusetts, played an important role in the 1life of the

éolanyi

Xp the foregoing pages an attempt has been made to

relate andiznterpret the data concéeming bound labor in Mass-
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achusetts which was takeo from The Boston Evening Post and
The Boston Gasmette. Bacause of the naturé of the material in

these newipapers this thesls was limited to & discussion
of gome of the mial and momm aspacts of servitude.

Much more needs to be dome on the subject of ser-
vitude during this thivteen ~yﬁw miwd For the legal aw :
pects and status of smmtm &ha records of the Massachu- 3
serts courts could be utilized. g Some additienal inimcien‘l
on immigration statistics is avau&hla in The Reports of um
Record Comsissioners af the ef.tg of Boston: Volume XXIX mw

t:ai;m sone of z:he trecords of !am ‘.{mpma Office. Finally, a
study of the other two newspapers for the years 1751-1763,
the B n _Post Boy, would shed fur-
ther light on the subjeéct of sexrvitude.

One of the wore iﬂﬁﬁgﬁﬁm points ariging £rom the
comptlation of data for this thests is the question of the

ston News Letter and Bostor

ves over indentured servants. This

prefarence for Wﬁ Blé
would seem to be indicated by thelr larger numbers a8 sug-
gested by the frequent mention of slaves fn the newspapers.

search into manuscripts of

Were they really preferred?
the peried might help clavify this point.

None of tha newspapers in Massachusetts beyond
1763 has been used to any extent for gathéring data concern-
iog servitude in a later pexiod. It would be iunteresting
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to astabligh how long ships mggw to bring tomigrants
and slaves to Magsachusetts for sale and to trace Negro -
. slavery until its complete dissppesrance by 1790..
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- TABLE II

ials in Boston, 1.7§1-§§1'

Year whites Blacks
1751 548 76
1752% - 893 116
1753 438 63
17564 380 564
1755 419 65
1756 461 65
1757 361 73
1758 467 57
1759 565 66
1760 508 68
1761 448 83
1762 390 66
1763 344 63

* 569 deaths were the vesult of a smallpox epidemic.

“passim.

tTgoston Gagzette, 1751-1763
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