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Preface

This study was undertalten because of an interest
in the people of the ﬁapyahamneﬁk,aaaaaiaﬁimn and @&
suriosity concerning how the Baptists arose in this
areas It bas proven an interesting study; one whish
brought many of the social problems mentioned in secon-
dary histories, but seldem discussed; into reality.

Dr., Garnet Rylend has been very helpful as a gulde
in selecting the most useful sources in the Iibrary of
the Virginia Baptist Historical Sociebty. Ris ald; his
&ﬁ%iaa; and his friendly interest have been most valu-
able in the gr@par&ti&n of this thesig.

Drs Richard L. Morton has éeaﬁ a most patient and
halpful advisor in the SBlamtiag-af'maﬁarialg in.guiﬁing
the study of Virginla history. Without his help 1t
would have been most diffiecult to bring this study to
its present form.

The encouragemsnt and the suggestions given by D,
Willard Bliss, and Dr: Lyman Hs Butterfleld, and Miss

Jane Carson have beeon most valuables



Foundatlons

To the Twentleth CQentury Baptists of the Rap~
pahannock ﬁaﬁaaiatiﬂn%qf Virgiﬁia@7$hé’yaar 1770 has
gr@&t;aignifinamna aiﬁﬁm;gh i%m'i&@&r#amaﬁ ¢ ath@va
r&aidmah in that area oy 'to the wea% of the warld ia

prabably wnknowns For thﬁ majarity af ‘Ppeople in this

p&r% af Tiﬁﬁwater Virginia, 1if@tmave& o as usual. in
'ngtﬁ cf the fact that two Qapﬁiah praaahema, John
{ﬁalla? af Bpotisylvania and Jﬁhﬁ Eurﬂuﬁ,ﬁame to preach’
.tin ﬁiﬂdlesex ‘in November 1770 aﬁ tha requeat of James
Greanwaaﬁ and John Mullenj buty to ﬁh& 1atter and thelr
friends 1n th@ir conpani bty lifa ﬁad a new meanings
U By %he time Baptists camo in%m Miadlaaex, the Vipe
ginia amlony was well est&bliahﬂﬁa ?he succesasful con«
f;aluﬂian of the French snd Indian, %ar in 1763 had de-
farw&aaa thé mﬂnaae of the Xmﬁxapﬂ;‘ Vivgiﬁianﬁ eould pure
Bue theiﬁ usual manner of life- with iittla imterraptian
exa&pt far th@ unrest over taﬁaa im@asad by England.
,vﬁrqm.tha,baginning Virginia ﬁqaﬁaty had been estab~
i&gh@ﬁ;upan ﬁha.pattgrn of English*éﬁéiety; The greatb

T iThs Raﬁpahannaak Aasamiatian is comprised of the

Baptist churches located in the counties of Essex,
Gloucester (in part), King George; King and Queenjy
Iancaster, Mathews, Miédlaaﬁx* Northumberlandy Richmond,
and Westmoreland which lie on the north and south aides
of the Rappashannock River,




planters of Virginia tried to maintain the manner of
Iifa ‘which had characterized the life of their social
elass in England. The white in&anturad servants who
also emigrated to Virginia rmcﬁgniaeﬁ ‘the soclal dis~
'ﬁiﬁﬂtlﬂna; ‘yet, unlike the yeomaﬁry éf England, they
refused to accept thelr station im sewiaty a8 perma~
nent. As soon as thelr time of servitude should ex-
pire, each hoped to acquire for himself sufficient
land to attain for himself and his descendants a bebte
ter place in soclety. Many aspired to, and some at-
tained, the soclal recognition accorded the descendants
- 0of the gentry of Ingland who had emigrated to Virginia.

During the eighteenth century great changes came
o Virginia. The soclial distinctions based en the prin-
eiple of gentry, yeomanry, and servants passed. The
servant ¢lass was predominently Negro. Rural life pro-
moted the aplirit of independence; color, not rank or
wealth, became the fundemental dAistinctlon in sooclety.
Bvery free white man was master of his own actions, and
in a certain sense, the poorsr the man the more indepen-
dent he was. Men like Patrick Henry end Thomas Jeffepson
promoted the rise of the common mans

During the seventeenth and the early part of the
eighteenth centuries in Virginie, the Hstabllished Church
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of BEngland dominated the religlous 1ife of the cclony.
It had been established in Virginias with the founding
of the wpolony st Jamestown 1n 31607 and had grown and
sxpanded as the colony grew and expanded, It experien~
ced pariéda of growth and perdiods of recession as did
the solonys As the settlors moved up the rivers in
search of rew lands on which to cultivate tobacco,
the basis of Virginiats economy, the Batablished Church
moved alsos Betwoen 15607 gnd 1625 thirteen parishes
are yreooyded as having beenfﬁatabiishaﬁ@g Gthops wore
probably in exlstences Through the efforis of the
minlisters soprving these parishes; apnd the vestrymen
who were chosen to exesube the alfairs of the church,
the peliglous life of the colony took shape and form.
Some of thoe parish ministers were men of the highest
integrity, morality, ond charescter, while, as 1is trus
in all denominations, others were not of such gquality.
The laws which governed the Eatablished Chureh in
Virginia wore derived to a great extent from the laws
governing the church as established in Englands, The
lawe werse {requantly stricet and vory harah in their
punlshments, a characteristic of the eivil laws of that

ora a8 wolls The laws governing the church yeguired,

ﬁ&aﬁr@& %arawgdam; Virginiats Mother Church,
Ty (Richmond, 1947), L7-iT. |



smong other things, the support of the clergy by
publie taxafion and attendance upon church serviaes.
Punishments were provided both for non-payment of
tithes and for naa~attendanee,3 The requlremont
that every one attend his parish church was still
on - the books in 1721, but it was disregarded by both
Apglicans, the members of the Zstablished Church, end
ﬁisssnters.& By 17hly the laws were st modifled that
although an individual was s5till required to attend
church repularly, permission was expressly given that
one might attend any place of worship he chose whether
Anglican cr‘ﬁiasentergg

Virginia required dissenting ministers Lo reglster
hefore the respective county courts of thelir residence
and enter upon court records the points at which they

proposed to preach and erect mecting houses, thus

3ps one of the prerequisltes to entrance into the
¢olony 1t was vequired of every one that he take the Oath
of Supremacy and the Oath of Alleglance,; thereby de«
¢laring the ruler of Hngland's supremacy in the spiri-
tual as well as in the political realm, The Act of Uni-
Tormity prchibited the use of any but the Zstablished
form of divine worship, fined those who absented them=
selves from service, and reguired every ons to pa g taxes
to support the clergy. The Act of Toleration (1689) was
the outgrowth of the Puritan Movement In England, This
act permitted the Dissenters, as they came to be known,
to form congregations of their own under very restricted
condltions. W.W, Hening,; Virginia, The Statutes at large
(Richmond, 1823) I, 166,

Brydon, Virginia's Mother Church, IT, L3«l.
Slbidtp XIS 25‘3“14'&‘
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piaming.thamsalvew and thelr congregations under the
protectien of the laws, In a real sense a license -
was issued to them by legal suthority, giving an as-
surance to the governing bmdy‘thaﬁ ﬁhéy were nob
itinerant ministers withoub &&fiﬁite'@rﬁé@nti&laqé
Helither the dissenting minister nor the Anglican might
'pvséch or officlate lawfully in any parish except his
own without officlal permission from the proper ecclesi-
estical asuthority, The thing most fsared was the coming
-of irresponsible men ¢laiming to be ministers who might
teach doctrines subversive to the sccepted Christian
falth or teach Romish doetrine and worship, or who might
be representative of groups suspected of disloyalty to
the povernment or the ﬂavaﬁaigng?

The law requiring eacth tiﬁhﬁéblﬁ to pey annually
8 u&rtain amount for the support of the clergy was
under constant attack. As early as 1696 there were re-
vislons of the law. At that time the sgiaviea of the
elergy were pettled at sixteen pounds of tobaoceo an~
nuallys This law became a matter of dispute whenever
prices of tobacco were law or the tobacco crop failed.

H

bpo1a., 11, bs.,
TIbid.; II, L6.




The most publicized dispute was over the "Two Penny
Azt“vwhiah allowed the payment of officers! fees and
other dues in tobaceo at the rate of sixteen shillings
alght pence for sash hundred pounds of tobaeco or in
cash at the option of the payers. Thus, when the pricse
of tobacco was above the sebt value, the clsrgy could
be deprived of a portion of thelr income as aﬁtabliahe&
iﬁ\lé?6m The Two Penny Act,; so cslled since it set
the evaluation of tobacceo at about two pence per pound,
was protested vigorously by the clergy« The leader of
the opposition was Regerend John Camm, yet the case of
Reverend James Maury (1762) was more publicized than
eothers because of Patrick Henry's eloquent appeal made
when the jury was summoned after the hearing of the
sult on a writ of ingulry bto settle the &amagesae

The Hstablished Chureh; though dominant 1n the
religious life of Virginia from the foundations of
the colony, by 1770 had had its authority challenged
wpon numerous ocossionss

The Quakers were the firset religious dlssenters
known te have challenged the guthority of the Baw
tablished Church in Virginia, although Roman Catholics

8?#&4~Bruc95 History of Virginis (6 Vols., New York,
192h); 11, 61~72. T , ;
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nad sought admittance prior to 1642, In 1657, Josiah
Coale of Bristol and Thomas Thurston; & Quaker preacher
f?am‘&l@maﬁatarshira, Engla@d“aanﬁyd in Virginis. They
spent six months or more in the &Qi@nygfa part of the
time in Jalls 8ince the early lawsﬂﬁﬂ Virginia insisted
on uniformity,; and nelther Roman Gatholics nor Quakoers
vere inclined to conform, laws W$ra3enasﬁaﬁ'ta compel
them to .depert from the colony. %e Quakers continued
ﬁis@ting in the colony, preaahing<§heir dootrines whay-
ever they ecould galn a hearing; a#&g"&f%er leaving,
corresponding with the converts; aﬁtil,'in 1660 &
apecific act against Qnakarﬁ‘wag_yaasﬁd in Virginia.
The objection to Quakers was primarily based on the
suppaesition that they were & mﬁu&@®~tm the stability
of social 1ife and civil governments« Another act (1662)
was passed which concermed them since it stated that
"Quakers who; out of non-conformity to the chureh,
totally absent themselves,; are liable to a fine of
twenty pounds for every month's absence from church,
And all Quakers, for assembling in unlawful assemblies
and conventieles, shall be fined and pays; each of them

there taken, two hunded pounds of tobaceo for each timemﬂg

¢ Quakers in the American
el { L

" “Rufus M, Jones
lonies (Londony 194173
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With the passage of the Toleration Act in IEngland
and 1ts adoption im Virginla, these severe laws lapsed
ahd aftaé i?ﬂg ths”ﬁrééehéwéV%@pr@ﬁ@ﬂting the different
sects wore permitted; on llcense ebﬁainad; to preach in
the edlany; B§ 1737 the Qﬂak&r& were satisfied with the
tréatﬁent accorded them in Virginia«1
| The Quakers established a few congregations, but
the ?réabytarians {1736) were the first non«anglican
religious group hé come inte Virglnle and make thelr
' influence felt: Thelr early leader, Frencis Makemie
(1658»1?68) and thair later leader, Samuel Davies,
brougﬁt the Fresbytarian& into Tiﬁewater Virginia and
secured for them a place in the colony. They came
meaaeabijg with only & few of thelr preaschers openly
criticixing the elergy of the Hatablished Churche
Thair ministera wers traineé, an& mogt of them vomplied
with ﬁha A&t of Toleration which had been enforced in
‘Eh@iand and was now applisd to tha'??aéhytevians in
virginiag The notable exéapﬁiona wers untrained evans
gellats such as th§ Reverend Willlem Robinson and the
Beverend John Roan who 80 invéighﬂd‘agaiﬂst the:supl~
ness of the Eatahlishedrﬂhurahlalewgymen that the latter,

in their resentment; brought John Roan into a court of

'1QBru¢eg History of Virginia, II, 255.
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laws Covernor (ooch, himselfl a Presbyteriany cherged
both Robinson and Roan with preaching without a regular
license and with being unable to show any testimonial
that would prove that they had rﬁéﬁiva@uﬁhﬁ propar edu-
cation for their sacred ﬂailiggyg

_In their bitter antagonism to the establishment
the Presbyterians jJolned with the Quakers and the Bapw
tists and supported all the bills for the dlvorce of
the church from the states After the Revolution, when
the legislature of Virginia passed an act incorporating
the BEpilscopal CGhurchy the Presbyterians ﬁf‘ﬁanmveg
Presbytery (establlshed by Samuel Davies) were implacable
and protested againat the act and asgigted in acoompli-
shing iﬁm.r&p&algia

"Other Dissentersy ﬁarman‘ﬁﬁfﬁ@m@d.(1?174i?19);
the Iutherans (1?ESQQ and the ﬁ@ygviamﬁ*tl?&?) entered
Virginiag'but left 1ittle imprint u@@n'ﬁh& religious
iife of the coleny ag a wholes Boéme of them organiged
congregations and registered thelr preaching plasces,
while others failed to do so.

The largest and most infiuential group of dlssenters
to invede Virginis was the Baptists. The first known

recard af a Baptist preather in Virginie sppesrs in #na

" aruce, History of Virginia, I, 327-3208.
12pp1d., 1I, 539-540.
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Journal of Thomas Story; the noted Quaker,; who made.
his initial visit to Virginila im 1699 and while in
“ghe wvieinity of Ferkbtown in York county stayed ab
the home of one Thomas Bonger, a preacher among the
"General Bapbists®, Nothing whatever is known today
of tge work of Thomas Bonger and the places wheres he
preached, There seems to be no record of any organi-
zation of the Baptliasts at that time, nor has any record
appoared of preaching places regilstered by himalg

The faect that & group of Baptlseits existed in Isle
of Wight is revealed by their petition which the
Genersl Baptlists in Lendon received and ascted on in
171« Two men, Robert Nordin and Thomas White, were
erdained to go top Virginisa, but only one; Robert
Nopdin, arrived safely. He organized & Baptist con~-
gregation in Prince George founty; at a place called
Burleigh, and seems to have preached alsc in Isle of
Wight and in Burry counties. .There was a Baptist con-
gregation of about thirty or forty members in Isle of
Wight county in 1729 and other congregations in Surry
which died oubty to & certaln extent at least, when their
members removed to North Garolina before the coming of

_ _ 1
the Separate Baptists inte Virginia.

" Dgrydons Virginia's Mother Church, Iy 259260,
ih1pid., I, 260.
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About 1743 another group of Baptists came from
Maryland across the Potomac to Frederick County and
organized a gangrégatign called Mill Creek on Opeckon
aremk;' From this congregation a éaiﬂﬁy went agross
the Blue Ridge Mountains into Loudoun county and es=
tablished Ketootin chureh in 1751} later a third
congregation in Rockingham and a fourth united with
these First two others to form the Ketoectin Associa=
tion in 1766, the first accoelation of Baptist churches
in Viprginia: This assesiaﬁion'was later absorbed by
the Separate Baptists who came between 1760 and 1775,
and .. Oveprspread the a@lﬂny¢15 B

The real lifs anﬁj@rﬁwﬁh of the Baptists in Vire
ginia came under the imygﬁés of the Great Revival with
the incoﬁinglér the Separate Baptists from Rorth Caro-
lina efter 1760. These Separate Baptists had originally
come from New HEngland under the leadership of Shubal

Stearns, a econvert of the Reverend George Whitefleld

' ESR.UL: I, 2604
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and a member of a group of New Lights™" known as
Separates who were oconverted to the Baptist fsith in
1?93.17 Shubal Btearns, fired with the zeal and ene
thusiasm of George Whitefleld, felt a call to carry

| . Hey with a few of his
the Gospel to the frontiers o
gonverts left New Englund in 1754, halted firat at

Opeckon, Berikley couniy; ?irgini&§ where he found a
Baptlst church under the ¢are of the Reverend John
Garrard. Here he met his brother-in-laews the Reverend

Deniel Harshell who had just returned from his mission

iﬁwha.ﬁew Light Stir was &n extensive movement
whose adherents;believirg that the parish congregations;
with few exceptions, were far from the purlity of the
Gospely determined to form c¢churches of thelr owns: Into
these none wers admitbted whoe did nob profess “wital?
religion, that 13y were consciously aware of an ex=
perience dalled conversion at which time they felt a
sense of exaltation and dedicationsd Having thus separa-
ted thomselves from the Congregationsl Church, they were
erlled Separstes. The Separates btook their n&ma about
the yoar 17hlis Thelr ¢hurch goverrment was entirely
upon the plan of the "Independenta%, the power being in
the hands of the church, They ycrmittaé unlearned men
to preachy provided they manifested such gifts as in~
dleated their future usefulness. Stoearns believed in
the immediate teachings of the Spirit, Me. Btearns,
listening to some of these Instructions of Heaven; con=-
celved himself called by the Almighty to move far.to the
woastward {0 exesute a great and extenslve work., Incited
by his impressions; he and e few of his members took
their leave of New England. Robert B. Semple, A History
of i .+ « the Baptists in Virginia, revlised by G«W., Beale
Y chmond, 15§E§ V. :

17tandon ga 3611, The 01& Pree 3ﬁabe (Richmond,
1927}, Iy 377.
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among the Indlansg to Opeckon where he had become a
Baptist, The two, with thelr companies, settled for
a while on (acapon, in Hampshire county,; about thirty
miles from Winchester. Being not too successful here,
and reatless, 3tearns moved on to Sandy Creek in
Guilford county, North G&?Qliﬁﬁﬁls carrying with him
many of the Puritenical ldeas from New England., Dsniel
Marshall went out into the neighboring county, and into
parts of Virginia adjacent to Sandy Creek and Abbott's
Creek where he baptiagd several during his flrst visits,
Among those baptlized was Dutton Lane under whose pas«
toridl care the first Beparate Baptist church in Virginia
was contituted in August 1?6&@19

The Baptists met opposition in Virginla for several
reasons: thelr doctrine, thelir methods of evangelizing,
and thelr leaders. By law the Episcopal form of worship
was established: the king of Hnglend was decreed the
head of the churchj every baptized person living within
the realm was considered a member of the church; every
head of the househeld waz taxed to support the clergy:
the Blshop of Londen was responsible lor the governing

clergys the clergy must be eordained in England before

15&emplek a History of . , . the Baptists in

Vir inia, 13-1h.
1§1bia., 27=28,
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they could be eligible for a "benefit? in the colony.
Fothing aaulé be more opposed to the doetrines and the
practices of the Baptists, especlally the Separats
Bapbists.

The HEgtablished Chmrch expected every child born
within 1its realm to be baptized into the church soon
after birth and to be reared in the church by his
family and the parish clergyman. To them there was no
occasion for evangelizing,; except among heathens.

The minisbters of the Bstablished Church, educibtéd
in England and aecua?cmaﬁ to thetgupérviaionVQf the
higher church officlals; were tréinad to serve closely
imit communities where tradition plﬁyad a great pard;
but in.Vifginia thers was little supervision. The
parishes they served extended over wide geographic
areas and independence was the keynote of 1life. Con~
sequently there was neglect of large parts of Virginia.
3oaieﬁy and opposition in Virginia to the rules and
regulations of the Eateblished Churdh.

When the Beptists flrst sppeared in North Carolina;
they were viewed by the clvil authorities and the clergy
as beneath their notice; "None," said they, '"but the
weak and the wicked join them. lLet them alone: They

, : 2
will soon fall out among themselves and come to nothing."

“20101d,, 29
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The clergy and the civil authorities were complacent,
However, when the Baptist ministers began travelling
up and down the colony preaching like John the Baptlst
of old, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 1z at hamd,“al
the people ceme in crowds to hear; some werse converted
and in turn set out to preasch,. Buch a wide-spread
movement, stretching from the mountains to the sea,
aroused both the clergy and the civil suthorities.
It threatened the established order. Frior to the
Toleration Act bthe law stated that no form of worship
other than the established should be permitteds The
Baptlsts came accepting no egtablished oreel laying
elsim to the Bible as thelr only source of doctrine.
The custom of the Bstablished Church was to have as
ordained ministers only those who, upon the completion
of their educatlon, were selected by the Bishop and
properly ordained according to prescribed rites and
coremonies. The Baptists came accepting no authurity
for their call to the ministry except "the call of Geod
to go into all the world to preach™, The civil govern~
ment and the Established Church government were s0
woven together 1t was difflicult to know where one csased

and the other began, The Baptists accepted no church

31John L@iand, The Virginia Chroniele (Fredericks-
burg, 1790}, 22 .
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government, each congregation being gn aubonomous
unit governing its effalrs as It saw £it, declaring
that church and state should be separste in all
things., They preached freadom vhevever they could get
a hearing, and freedom as they preached 1% was in
direct opposition to the church as esteblished by law
in Virginia since the foundatlon of the colony at
Jgmestown in 1607,

The Separate Baptists preached freedom of cons=-
cience, declaring that every man had the right to
interpret the Bible for himself, répudiating the be-
ii@f ;ﬁat the lality must depend upon the educated
clergy for an interpretation of the teachings of the
Bible, This brought freedom to the common man who |
had depended for years on the Episcopal clergy to in-
terpret the Bible for him. Howsver, the members of
& Baptist chureh agreed among themselves to conform
to the beliefs adopted by the majorlity of the con=
gregation.

The Baptists preached the separation of church
and state, declaring that no civil authority could
dictate to a man's sconseience in religlious matters
or force him to support by tléhes or by hig sttendsnce
gny particular church. They rejected the right of the
civil authorities to sollect tithes for the support of
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the clergy and to present before the court any person
for non-attendénce upon the services of the Hsztablished
Ohurch, Alsoy since the Baptlsts believed in gdult
baptism following conversion, they refused to ascept
infant baptism. When two opposing forces met, it was
but natural in that age, st least, that one must try
to destroy or supplant the other.

The method of evangellzing used by these early
Separate Baptlists wasg direetly opposed to the customs
of the Zstablished Churchs In the Hstablished Church
2 child was born, and spoon thereafter baptized inte
the churchs From that point on; the church and his
femlily were responsible for educating him in religlous
mattorse How much inatruction he received depended on
the relipious zesl of his elders in hies family and the
efforts of the clergy. That the latter were frequently
inadequate was due not so much to the lack of interest
as to the tremendous physical obastacles in the way of
ragglar ylsits to all parts of wéaﬁ were exceptlonally
large parishes, The Baplilsts, both Regular and Separate,
believed in adult conversion énd baeptism following con-
version. They belleved that no person baptized in ine-
faney and reared in the church was recessarily a con-
verted person; thepvefore they went from house to house

preaching and exhorting; urging that each individual seek
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an "experience of conversion.™ Meny were slarmed
by the teaching of these Baptists, and sought to
put a stop to thelr wild ldeas, Frequently when one
of‘the Baptist preachers had ga%ﬁeped & crowd pround.
him, = %énﬁ of erraged citizens would arrive Intent
upon bresking up the meetingy Sometimes they would
yell end make sueh & noise tid the people cauid not
hear the speaker; sometimes they would have g warrant
served upon the preschers present; and socmetimes they
would toss & nest of hornetds on the improviged plat-
form.

The house to house method of preaching was not
the only thing that was obnoxious to the Establinhed
Church and the e¢ducated portion of scelety. HMany of
the Baptist ministers were uniearned mon, mechanics,
and labovers. To the Esbteblished Ohurch this was wne
thinkeble, and to the educated class it was ridioulous.
What made 1% even more offensive, the preachers ap-
pealed so émceaﬁafully to the labovers that, when the
Baptlsts were in the neighborhood, the planters were
unable to keep their men at work. When news came that
& ﬁapﬁiét preacher was in the vielnity, the common people
would freguently pack up enough food for several days
and go end camp neay the preaching places This was exas-

perating to their employers.
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Then too, the manner of preaching used dy these
sarly Baptlst ministers made them the object of ridi-
cule and eemsurs by the Established Church and the
educated cless. What some of the ministers lacked in
learning, they made up Tor in zﬁéir,manner of preaching.
Thé& used "intoning," loud whoops, wild gestures; end
other noises which helped to produce mass hysterig so
that many of thelr meetings were accompanled by”étﬁ&nga
phenomena such as groaning, writhing, amntartiwns,fahﬁ
great shouts of ecstacys In Colonial Virginia the
preaching of the unlearned Baptist minlsters was to the
Heteblished Church azlmost blasphemy and, to the educated,
foollshness. émnSGQusntiy avérg penal law in the Virginia
code was strained to suppress these Baptists. The most
fragquent charges made wers preachiﬁg‘wiﬁﬁwut & llcense
and éigﬁuﬁbing thse peace.

The oarly leaders of the 3&@ﬁi$tag such men as
Dutton Leme (1758), Elijeh Orailg (176l), and Lewis
Craig (L767), who prsached throughout Virginia, fre-
quently following s regular itinerary, were uneducated
22

men of the leboring class, Dubbon Lane,“" upon his

conversion by the preaching of Danlel Marshall, was so

~ 22james B. Taylor,
sters (Richmond, 1338),

22 Fame s Bs Taylor, Lives of Virginla Baptist Mini
sters (Richmond, 1838), Becond Bdition, 2{~28e

Lives of Virginia Baptist Mini-
eﬁ(}ﬂ B t ORly ¢ “&a.
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fired by szeal to tell others of his experiences that
he set about predching to any one wno would listen.
g;ijah_ﬂraigga_gathereﬁhia fellow laborers together
iimfhi$ t9baaaa house ot night aﬁd‘ﬁihﬁﬁﬁaé them to
ﬁéﬁk salvations His work was ﬁhiafiy in Orange a@d
Culpeper, His brother Lewisgh’sgent;mmsk of his ﬁime
after conversion travelling consbantly, preaching
wherever he could galn an au&iaﬁéa,~g@ing dewn-évaﬁ
to Hiddlegex in the Rappahannock Association,

0f the early preschers in Vieginia, Samuel

.Egrﬁiéaag (ordained 176G} and Jahn'walleﬁaé {ordained
1??&) come of the sducated alassmiiﬁamuéz Harriss was
a man of recognized positlon in his comwunity at the
time of his ganﬁ@raion, having served as church wardeny
sheriffy justice of &he‘p@&awg_hurgﬁaa'f@x‘thﬂ'ééunt§,
colonel afhﬁhe militia, captain of Mayo Fort, and oome
missery for the Fort and ammuy. John Waller came of an
hanara%lﬂ femily and was destined for the law, but cire
cumstances sand his own inclinetion prevented that. At
one time he was among the flercest y&rseaut@r&'éf'ﬁha.

Baptists, serving on a jury which presented lewls Craig

1pia,, 62-6ls
ghﬁhi&rh £y~88.
251pid., 28+35.
20Tbid.y 77-84s
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for preasching in his neightorhood., However, he was
80 imprsessed by Cr&ig*s demeanor that he began abiending
Baptist moetings. By.ﬁhe:ﬁima.ﬁarriﬁg cnd Read ceme on
their next tour Waller had become o caondldate for Bap-
tism. He wes baptized byﬂﬁeaﬁ iﬁ‘ﬁhé year 1767 and was
ordained yaaﬁaf'ef a newly formed church in his neligh-
borhood in 1770 Then he, too, eoxbtended his labors,
becoming en itinerant preacher going as far as Middle~

BE8X s
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IX
Oppositlion in the Rappshannook Association

The men of the Rappahannook Aaswmiahian'ware of
different aacial position and educatlon,; but united in
thelr ardent aarvine to the new faith &s were the men
who sarved Virginia at large. James Greenwood (born
1749). Theoderie Noel (baptized 1778), Lewis Lunsford
(porn 1753); and others wevre of_ﬁhe.le&s educated class.
Theodoric ﬂbell was known as an exhorier., His exhopr-
tations; uttered with a deep«~toned loud wvoise; in tune-
ful modulation,; had a powerful effsct and induced
paroxysms of emotion accompanlied by crying out and
falling down on the ground; sometimes in & semi~cong-
elous state. Iewis Eunaforﬁa was the remarkable boy
preacher of his day, beginning his preaching at the
age of seventeen, His fluent speech and pungent manner
of address excited astonlishment and drew crowds from
every directions He, however, was not spolled by his
popularity and became a diligent student, laboring by
day to earn 8 living and studying by firelight at night
to gain knowledge. James Greenwood” lived such a blame-

leas 1life that 1t is said of him that his example exerted

xiJam@s B. Taylor, L&ves of Virginia Baptist Ministers
(Richmond, 1838), Second Edition, 228-220,

2Ibids, 137-146.
31pid., 125-126.
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more influence than any of his sermons.

Iverson Eﬁwiﬁhfbaﬁn 1741y baptized 1770), uniike
his fellow ministers jﬁ&tlnat@d,'ﬁéé,adugaﬁgé in the
@ﬁtabziah@@rreligimn of ﬁia days éé wag an ﬁgisgepaiian,
?arg'yiaua; very observant of'thé'vélés and regulations
of the Established: Church; faaiing it unnecessary to do
more to obtain eternal l,ifre@~ However, upon hearing an
itinerant preacher proclaim, "Yo. must be born again,?
he was stirred to the pﬂigt af gﬁing to hear Johh Waller,
He was converted and began o éxhar% theose around him.
He, 11ke William Mullen, went to vialt relatives, con-
versed with them aonearning his reecent conversion, and
80 lmpressed them that tha& invi&a@ in thelr friends
dnd neighbors to hegr'himg Much to his embarassment
they asked him to preach, #nﬁ so began his career as a
preacher. He was instrumental in establishing three
churches in Mathews.

One of the most prominent ministers of the Rapw
pahannock region, though not a founder of any of the
churches, was Robert Baylor Samp1a54{har§ 1769, bap-
tized 1709}, eminent historian of the Virginis Baptists.

K1pid,, 220-232.
STpid,, 269«320.
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Hep 1like Waller, studied law and onte was contempbuous
of the ministers of the Bapbist falth who were men of
limited attalmmentss He n@gméﬁqfréQQﬁﬁﬁzy with an aged
wember of the Baptlist church near his home, and &lthough.
his purpose was to aonvince his neipghboyr of the foolishe
neps of Bapbist beliefeo, he himesll bDecanme vonvineed of
their truth, Thereafter he spent the rvemainder of his
14fe serving the phurch of which he was no asornful in
his youthe

These esarly loadorsy both edusated and unlearned,
went about presching wherever they could gain a hearing.
Because of their ecrdtiecism of the clergyy thelr spelal
statue, their manner of proachling; or besause of %hﬁir
succeas in converting many peopls to their falthy they
were persecuteds Of the minloters previeusly mentioned,
John Waller suffered peysecution as mugh as snys

¥hen Jemes Gresnwoeod and John Bullen wers converted
through conversations with Willlem Mullen, they were an-
xicus to hear fupthors Ag s result John Waller and John

urmis came down [rom Spottaylvanie to preach in ¥Middle~
sex in Hovember 1770. Jesmee MoKan presented a petition,
to the county court in the spring of 1771, asking to
have bhis house lilocensed as a plavce of woeship for the
Protestant &iamwnﬁww& aoccording to the requirementa of
the Act of Toleration. 8ine¢ the Hestablished Church and
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the- ¢ivil suthorities were apposed to allowing the
Baptists to galn a further foothold in Middlesex, the
potition was rejected. _Whan.%iligam Webber (born 1L74T)
and John Waller arrived in that county at the home of
Jemes Me¢Kan in August,; 1771~ the Bapéi&%s were not de~
terred by the lack of s licensed preaching place -~ the
adherents of the Established Church went into lmmediabe
action. A warrant; lssued by Phillip Montague, was
placed in the hands of an officers While Webber was
preaching, on the very first day of thelr arrival, two:
sheriffs executed the warrant. The sheriffs were sce
aampanied,by the parson of thé parish and & posse, al~
though when Waller and Burrus had come in 1770 to preach
and a magistrate had attempted to pull Waller off: the
stagey 1t was a clergyman present who had prevented it%é‘
On the same dayy Webbser; Waller, and others wore btaken
before James Montsgue, another magistrate of the county.
Webber, Waller; and two othera, declaring "they had ne
power or authority for that which they had done but from
above; " were committed to jJall until they should be dis~
charged by due course- of 1@Wg? Prom the records of

Middlesex county we find them cherged with "unlawfully

brrohably Samuel Klug,; minilster Christchurch parish.
Brydon, Virginia's Mother Chureh; II, 611.

73.D, McG11l, Sketches of History of the Baptist
Churches Within the Iamits f“?ﬁe Rappahannock Association
In VIrginia (Baitimore, 1850), 10s




26

assembling themselves at the house of James MeKan . v
and baking upon themselves to teach @r'yraaoh- the gogpel
und&v tha yratmnae of -the ax@rcism Qf religion in other
marmer than sccording to the Lit%@rwy of the Churceh 'of
%ﬁgl&nd; they not having Bpiscopsal ﬁrﬂiﬂati@n « % s BE=
cmrﬁing to the canons of the said,church of England & « @8

"ﬁﬁt‘all of the 1nhabiﬁ&mt$'§£*§iééle&ax woys’ in
sympathy with this move on the part of the clergy and
the eivil authﬂﬁitieﬁg Some of the ei%izansy*in 8 po-
titign Eaﬁeﬁ'Sept@mbﬂw 19 i??l;]béguﬁstad that the case
of the Baptist préachers be reconsidered and that they
be released from their impriaanmﬁnt o return ta their
distregsed familias.g It is suppa&aﬁ that Jmhn wnllav
had to remain in the 4jail for the full period of six
manéhs since the record does nolt show he was ever dis~--

Qﬁ&ﬂgﬁﬂglg

UJames Montague, lLetteér (photostatis copy) pres
gerved in the Library of the Virginia ﬁaptist Histori-
aalisasiaty located at the University of Richmond, Vir-
ginia.

g?akan from a ¢opy of the petition gz presented to"
the court of Middlesex, September 19, 1771 preserved in
the 'Library of the Virginla Baptist Historlcal Society.

10 Ietter +« related to gr&ﬂ& Jury procedings in Saluda;
¥iddlesex county, April 28, 1873 - preserved in the Li=
brary of the Virginia Bapﬁiat Historieal Soclietys
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Other instances of pergecution in the Rappa<

hannock. Assoelation followed. John Waller, John Shackle-
ford, and Robert Ware had a warrant served upon them
whaﬂ’ﬁhﬁy"%ﬁra_aonstitusing ?iﬁcatawgy church in 1774
They wé?e imprisoned on meny aacgﬁiéﬁé; gometimes for.
as long a3 sixteen days at the times Upon one .occasion
James Greenwood proasched from the cell windows, with
such success that his foes Judged it politic to open

the prison doors and 1@t‘him‘ga f?@@ﬁll

Other ministers
were attacked in publiec debate, In the Upper Zlon
néighberh@md-tws laymeny Jemes Ware and James Pittman;
were lmprisoned for sixteen days for allowing preaching
in their housesq In 1775 Younger Pitts waié taken up %o
be carried before & magistrate for preaching; although
after some abuse, he was get a2t liberty. Thils was the
last instance in the Upper Kilng and Queen community of
an abttempt at suppression "undsy color of the laW¢“12
The era of persecution in the Hap@ahamnaak Associatlon
lasted aspproximately five years. Of courss opposition
continued; but it was not conducted through the channels
of the law « rather through threats and pranks such as

Theodoric Noel suffered when he baptized a young womsne

| Iiﬁﬂﬁili, Sketchesy 20-23.
KESempla A History of .+ s o the Baptists in
Virginia, 156,

»
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1% is told that the convert's brother threatened to
dip any person who should dip hér. In fulfillment of
his word he made the attempt; but failled to get Mr. Noel
under water before he was chased away by some present’ who
did not like this treabtment of the yraaeher.lB

The Beptists met opposition; suffered persecution
under the law, eéndured many indignitiles; but they per-
severed and succeeded In esteblishing the Baptist faith

permanently in the Rappahannock areas
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IIX
Organizations

The ‘coming of the Baptists into the Rappahannock
area was followed by the organization of churches in
each community where there were baptigeﬁ bellevers,
The Tlrst three churches organized, Glebe Landing,
lower King and Queen, and Upper Essex, were located in
three adjioining countiess ‘Middlesax, King and Queen,
and Hssexs Although these churches were in different
countles, they were not widely saparéted geographically.
As the number of believers increased anﬁ’apread over a
wilder geographicel erea, each church established meeting
houses which were convenient to the people. A congre=
gation might have four or five meeting ﬁousesg to one
of which each member would be expected to come. Egoh
meeting house had a special time for preachlng and a
special time for business sessions so as to make it pos-
sible for the pastor to be present. To fulfill his
engagementa, the pastor would set sut from home on horse
back or in some horse-drawn vehiele to meet with the
congregation in thelr business sesslon. on Baturday and
to preach on Sunday. If distance to the next appointw
ment demanded 1t, he would continue on his Jjourney; if
noty he would return home until time to go to the next

engagement. An urgent need for his services in 8 locallty
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would cause him to tarry in that community a while to
meet the needs of his congregation. While in a looality
he would be "invited éuﬁ“ by his members, staylng in a
difrersn§ hame_each might; or sometimes he ﬁaul& vrafer
to go to one place to be "entertalned.” In elther case
he was able to meet his people and know them better.

To "entertain® the preacher was conslidered a great pri-
vilege.

The establishment of churches entailed the settling
of many problems. The Baptigts were in revolt against
the established form of worship, That form of worship
they would not use, therefors they must agree on some
others The matter was brought up and discussed at
business sesaions of the local church until at last the
members arrived at an agreement. This agreement was re-
corded in the minutes and was later referred to as the
covenant and rules of opder, Hach church decided on the
wording of its own covenant, although the content of
most of the covenants was about the same: the purpose
of the church,; the scknowledgment of the Holy Scriptures
as the only standard by which they would live, and a

prayer for God's blessing on the &hurahal

1363 Appendix B.
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Here the similarity of their agreements almost
ceased, The Rules of (rder set up by each church
were the direct expression of the opinlon of the Bap-
tists of that loecality as to what was the proper conw
duct of a Christian.  Some stipulated certain forms of
dress; others forbade the use of music 1n the homes)
others Stateé.whathgr one should stand or kneel during
prayer. Since these Rules of- Order were subject to
change usually on. a two~thirds vote of the members
present, there were falrly frequent revisions,.

The Rules of Order bécame.tha criterion by which
the church judged each member and the pastor. Should
a membey fall to live up to any one of these rules, he
was called before the church to give an account of him-
self. If he refused to comply with the Rules of Order,
he was "dealt with", meaning that the other membérs sat
as a body to hear the case and decide what verdict should
be rendsred. If found gullty, & member could be sus~-
pended until he changed his conduct or he could be ex-
cludeds Bxeclusion was considered the severest and was
uged only in extreme cases,

8ince the Baptists did not believe church membership
essential to salvatlion, exslusion from church would not

have the same meaning for them as it did to Roman Catho~
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licss Yet it entalled such severe Qstraaism, not only
by the members of the church but by the community as
well, that it was & powerful deterrent to misconduct on
the part of the members..

Por an erring pastor there was a speclal punishe
ment “silleneing™; meaning that h& would no longer be:
permitted to preach in that church although he might be
allowed to retain his membership as & lay-member, Ex-
clusion was als¢ used when the anﬁ?ah felt it was needed.

Each church chose its own pastor. Prior to 1824
the congregation was the sole judge of the aquslifica-
tions which the man 1t chose should have. A4s indicated
previously; the early ministers were for the meost part
‘uneducateds Thelr best gualification was usually an
intense desire to tell others of their own conversion

and to urge them to seek a simllar experience. Some

of the men could read and study the Blble for thamge&ves
and presented its teachings as they understood them.
Others depended on "divine inspiration,” bellevVing that
if they stood on their feet before a congregation and’
prayed; God would gut‘tha'wowds into their mouths as

the disciples were told God would do when they had to
def'end themselves before a court upon arrest.

The form of service was a question for debate.

Congregaticnal singing was one of the chilef features of
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public worship, yot sach oshurch haed to determine
whether an instrument should be used to aaﬁ@ﬁpany'tne
singing. Some churches were biitterly opposed to having
wusical instrumsnts in the chureh; or for that matter
in the home. The proper position of the body during
praver was ancther point of difference. Some folt
that the only sttituds of prayer, whether publie or
privatey was kneeling; others felt that In publie prayer
it was proper to stand with bowed head; aﬁiil otheps
felt the head should be raised toward God in the heavens.
Bach congregation decidsd exastly what it would do and
the membors of thet church wore expocted to ablde by the
decisions or be "dealt with,"

Theare were many pelnts of differsnce congerning
the administering of the ordinances of Heptism and come
sunion, but in several vespocts the Baptists were in
accord: all agreed that immersion was the only form of
Baptism, that it could be¢ administered only by an op~-
dained minigter of llke failth and order, and that coms
munion could be served only to baptized believers of
like falith and order. These practices brought sbout a
great deal of friction bebtween the Baptlsts snd other
disgenters as well as botween the Baptists snd the

Established Churoehs
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The idea of an Assooiation among the Baptists was
derived from ¥rngland, where such organizationa ‘had been
formed as early as 16&30 The earliest agsociation in
thafgmericaﬁ’culaniaa was the Ehiigdelphxa &séaciaﬁiéﬁ;
1707; the earliest in Virginia, the Ketoctin Associa~’
tion, 1776+ As the Baptists grew in numbers in ?ifginia
they separated into four districts: two on thé south
side of the James and two on the north side. One of
the latter was the Dover &ssac*atian Whieh inciuded the
Baptist churches in the counties of &aochland, Ehnovar,
Henrico, Charles City, New Kent, Jemes Gity, York,
Warwiolk,; Elizabeth City, Ceroline, King Willliam, King
and Queen, BEssex, Middlaééx; ﬁloucester;'mathewé;'Kfng
Georpe, Westmoreland, ﬁichm@hﬁ, Nﬁrthqmberland,vaﬁ&
Laneasﬁer.u

A8 the Baptists grew in numbers and became more
widaly'aeattered, it was deemed expedient,; becauée 6?
the great distances from the Rappahannoek area to the
ugual meeting plaaes‘af ﬁ&a Dover Assocfiation to which

the Rappahannock Baptisfs belonga&,,tc form s separate

“ZWililam Cathecart, editor, The Baptist Encyelopedia
(Philadelphia, 1881), L6.

3Ib18e, 47
SQmple, A History of . . . the Baptists in Virginia,
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association,. The year 1873 is the accepted date of
the organizatiocn of the Dover Associatlon; the year
1843, of the Reppahannock &$$Oéiation45

The Assoclations as developed in England were com-
posed of eleécted delegates from each loecsl church. The
Assoclation, upon asgsembling, disclaimed all power to
prescribe or impose anything upon the faith or practice
of any of the churches, eéven though they were repre~
sented in the gathering; nelther should anything done
by the assoclation be binding upoen any one church ex-
copt with the consent of that chureh by & wajority. vote
ef the male members; The messengers, composing the as-
sembly, brought letters from the churches commending
them to it. These letters alsc contained many questlons
cﬁnaernigg which members of the 1acai:chur0h disagreed.
and about which they wished the oplnion of the assembled
churches. Sometimes they wished to know how another
church handled the same question. The assembly's minutes
were recorded and aAany sent to each church.

8ince each Baptist congregation was an independent
ovgenization; flercely Jealous of its independence; the
agssoclations could only recommend certain policies, Out
of these discussions there emergsd a church pollecy and a

church govermment recognized hy member congregations.

“T8oo Appendiz A.
Gﬁathnart, Tha Bapbist ¥neyclopedia, 6.
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Should a congregation disapprove any action taken by
the association it could withdraw, and then remain
independent or apply for membership iﬁ another associaw
'tiane

A seytain amount of &1ac;pliaé was sxercised by
the assoclatlon over both the churches snd the pastors;
but due to the large degree of freedom of the loecal
churches, such cases were rare, I a church departed
too far from the accepted teachings of the denomination,
it was "walted upon® by the association. Suech action
was taken in regard to ssyeral churches after the aprival
of Mr. ﬁlexander'aampbell,7 later the recognized founder
of the Disciples of Christ denomination, in the Assoclia~
tion through the invitation of Mr. ﬁenley, the pastor
of Upper Hassex Church. The @nsuing dissension was the
occasion for much disclipline, not only of the churches,
but of the ministers alsc.

The church first called Kingston {later, MNathews)
‘was among those which were diseiplined because the
pastor and some of the church members followsd the
teachings of HNr. Campbell, Some of the members of Mathews
Church were among the.earliast adherents of the pecullar
views (from a Baptist point of view) of Alexander Camp-
bell. When Peter Ainsile accepted these views, he and

five others who followed him were excluded by the Dover

7Seerﬁppendix Ge
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Association in 1832.: In spite of the actlon taken by
the Association, others in this region continued to
turn from the Baptist doctrine to that of Mr. Campbell.
Consequently a committee from th@,@gsaaiatiﬁn visited
.maﬂhgwﬁ Chureh ‘in May 1834, attaﬁ?tiﬁ@:ha turn the
yeepla back to their former point’éﬁ vi@w, but without
mach success. AL the fall session of the Dover Assocla-
”t£an ﬁelﬁ‘at_ﬁﬁper King and Qne@ﬁ;in 183l, the Assocclaw
tion moved to execlude Mathews &hur@ﬁ; The motion was
'withﬁrawn at the request of the,@aﬁ&éwsvdeiagata, Mre
lﬁuéginég and another commlttee w&aAappﬁint@d to visls
the churchs: In ﬂavambar;;1635§ they met with the chureh,
,at'ﬁhich.tima all the members than §nown to have avowed
the heretical sentiments of Mr: &ampbéli, including Dr.
ﬁ&ing&ﬂfi@l&; the pastor, were @5éiﬁdaﬁ from membey--
© ships In'%836 Mathews Church &i&avéwed the act of 1ts .
pastor in 1635, declaved that tha'é@nneati@n had been
dissolved without its consent and petitioned the Associas«
tion that it be agein attached to the Associationega
Bruington‘ﬂﬁurch also suffered‘fyam disturbance because
of th&,a&herenéa of some of lts m@mhéwa to ¥r. Campbellls
views, but not to the exbent that the Assoeiation felt 1t

necessary to take action,

ﬁmgeixi, ékatchas, 35~3%
%1pid., 53.
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The Associntion wmould formally disband any church
which had disintegrated, Such action was talton in rew
spect to the church ab Gloucester, somotimes oalled
Ware or P@tawmrﬁhg Under ita filrat pastor, Robert
udgins, 1t had eighty-eight members. From 1791 to
1801 Willlam Lemon servad the churoh, followsd by
william Leigh (180118283, By 184l the chupch had failled
to correcpond with the Assoeclation for atv long that &
committes was sont ﬁn visit 4% in 1846. They found the
church without a pastor, without regular presching, and
almost without mambara; only ﬁwqﬂwhxﬁaﬂmgla merbers re-
mainings The commititee reoomended that its constibuw
tion be ﬁiaaﬁlV@dwza Thus, although the member churches
enjoyed many attributes of independence, they accepted

gome control by the Associablon.

Wmid., 58.
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v
Rules of Order and of (onduct

8ince the largest and most active group of Baptists
in ?irginia hed come from New Zngland, the land of the
Puritans, they brought with them many of the Purltani-
cal concepte ss to the proper conduct of a Christian,
‘Some of these practices may have originated in thelr
determination to distingulsh themselves from those around
them. Some very radical idess are recorded in the local
Rules of Order and In the queries sent by the local
churches to the Assocliation. On some guestions there
was & slow evolution of thought from extreme radicalism
to moderation; other questions were dismissed as of no
great importancgi'an others the church as a whole mailn-
talned its originel stand.

The eveolution of the pastor-church relationship
from the arrival of Shubal 8tearns (175l) to the close
of the first century of Raptists in Virginia was state~
wide, and in the Rappahannock Assocliatlon certain
phases of it occurred. DBecause of Baptist opposition
to legal taxation for the support of the clergy, Samuel
Harriss advocated during the early years of his ministry
that the church asssume no financial ?esponsibility toward.
the pastor. He recommended this policy wherever he went

not only to the laymen but also to the young men whonm
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he ordained. Few of the young men who felt called to
the ministry were men of the means enjoyed by Samuel
Harriss and obedience to his policy worked a tremen~
dous hardship upen them. Engagling in somwe trade or
farming as best they could betwesen itineraries was
their only possible means of livelihded, Harriss re-
vised his opinion when he observed the extreme poverty
and suffering of the families of the poorer men who
felt called to serve as miniﬁtaréﬁ Prom then on he
édvacate&’that the church should make some contribu-
tion to the income of the minister other than to “en-
tertaln him™ while he was in the community.

From the Rappshannock churches queries were gent
to the Dover Association asking the opinion of the Asw~.
soclation concerning the obligation of a minister o
serve a church which did not support himy The Aasocla~
tionts emphatic "NOIY indicated & decided alteration in
opinion from that of Harriss at the beginning of his

ministrywl

A later inquiry, "Is it consistent with the
Apostolic mode and the direct command of our Lord and
Master, that ministers of the (ospel should presch for

a sum previously contracted for?" received the answor,

‘Minutes of the Dover Assoclation, 1790 = Pre-
gerved in the Library of the Virginla Baptist Historlcal
Scaiet3¢
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“The seriptures require churches to support their
preachers, the mode of doing it is left to the pru-
dence of the churchess"® The matter was brought up
egain in 1835, at which time the ﬁs%aﬁiatimn,axPreﬂs&ﬁ
the opinion that slnce efficient and active ministers
had moved from the state or were engaged. im secular
work to support themselves, the churches should make
a greater effort to raise funds te support paﬁtors.B

As indicated, the manner of raising the funds
necessary to support the pastors was Jeft In the handa
of the local church. Some churches depended solely on
voluntary donations by the members. Whether these Ao~
nations were adequate frequently depended on the popu=
larity of the minlster. Sometimes the pre Judice against
paying the clergy, #hich had been aroused when the law
reguired each titheable te be taxed for thelr support,
s8till existed in the community. Some churches féllowed
the practice in Mathews Church where in ralsing money,.
the amount necded was apportioned among the male meubers

according to thelr “"several ability,“h

211G, 18184
31btd., 1835,
tMe@11l, Sketches, 31~384
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In addition to the question of pastoral support,
there was apother: "Can a2 church silence a preacher
without depriving him of his membership?" At times .the
church falt that the minlster nmé&@d %0 be deprived of-
his right to express his views publiely with the sane-
tion of the church, The Asgociatlion believed that a
cehureh had the right to silence a minister and that.
his offering to preach or to discharge any ministerial
duty before he wae expressly restored to the free exer~
cise of his gifts was di&@ﬁéﬁ?}?&g

A few Instances are recorded vhen the churches of
the Rappshannock felt called upon to silsnce their.
minigters, One such instance arose from the fallure
of the minister to hold amily worship®” in his home.
The Baptlists belleved strongly that the reading aloud
of the Bible and prayers by the family was very neces-
‘sary to proper Ohristisn growth: The opinion of the
Assocliation in this case was that the minister should
be called upon t6 glve his reason for such gross ne-
glesct of his duty, and 1f satlisfaction could not be
h&d, he should either be prevented from preaching or
be glven any further censure the church might think
pPropers 'Iﬁ gtated that 1ayzen also should be proceeded

against in the same manner.

5Minﬁtéa of the Dover Association; 1832.
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Another cause for silencing a minister was disg-
orderly conducts What "disorderly" meant was dis-
Ereetly lef't to the imagination, In one case the
minister asked to be dismissed froﬁ the pastoral care
of the chureh. His request was referred to a church
meebing for the church to decide what sction to take.
Apparently some of the members were dissatisfled with
the minister and wished him to leave. 4 vole was taken
to sse how many opposed ths man as padtor. When only.
five voted against him, the church excluded them and
retained the pastor. Wlthin the year the five asked
to‘be restored to church membership. However; the next
year the same pastor was agein charged wilth disorderly
conduct for neglécting the workt of the ministry and the
care af the church "while himself falling intce many
evil and hurtful lusts." The church at this time 4is-
missed him as thelr minister; but upon his repentance
continued him in fellowship as a private mambap.7

8t11l gnother cause for sllencing & minister was
a difference of opinion in doctrinal matters. During
the Alexander Campbell eplsode quite a number of mini-
sters were relleved of thelr pastoral duties because of
their adherence to his views. The menner in which the

local church took sction agalnst e minister of different

7Upper King and Queen Church Records, 28-29.
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views is well i1llustrated by the following entry in
the Upper Essex Church Records, {(1819-1837):

A matter of grievamce existing in the church be~
tween the same and 1ts pastor, the following named
persons of other churches were selected as assistants
to assoclate with the members of this church for the
purpose of seattling the grievance. « . » After the
discussiony, the question was put whether in the opinion
of the church Brother ‘s preaching continued use~
ful; when it was negatlve, Brother _ , being con~-
sidered no longer the pastor, was granted the privilege
of presching at the meeting house whenever he chose,
provided gha church wags not interrupted as to monthly
mestings.

(I have omitted names hers and elsewhere, as in-
dicated when records are quoted,)

The next year thils same man was alleged to have
written a letter charging other ministers with prea-
ching a doctrine which, 1f belleved, would carry many
souls to Hell, He was then ordered to be cited to
anawey charges. After considerable debate, the minlster
requested a letter of dismlssal which would expressly
excnerate him from all ¢harges touching imnoralities.
Other churches in the Assocliation were opposed to this
church granting a letter of dismlssal on the grounds
that it was "orderly" to grant letters of dismissel) only

to members of good standing; therefore, the granting of

Ufhe church did not require of the dismissed pastor
that he cease to express his views; he was even allowed
the use of the church building at times when the con-
gregation did not use 1it, but he was not allowed to serve
the congregation as pastor. 163~173.
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a letter of dismissal to him would place upon him the
stamp of approval of the church which dismissed him,
Since he was being dismissed because of doctrinal d4irf-
ferences, to do this would pléce the church in a false
posiﬁian.g

Active participation in political life also brought
about dissension and actién against paatérs especially
when the slavery question and disunion became the héated
topics of the day. The pastor of Morattlico Church found
himself the center of such action when he chose to cham-
pion the cause of the Union Party in 1861. After
learning of his decigon, the church offered the following
resolutions '

Whereas & portion of the citizens of Lancaster and
Northumberland known as the Union Party d4did on January 21,
1861 in public meeting nominate Hlder a8 their can-
dldate for the state convention, and whersas he aecepﬁed
the nomination, canvassed the counties and occupied a
seatin the convention without consulting the wishes of
the members of the Morattico Church - therefore be it
resolved; That the relatlive duties of pastor and members
imposed a corresponding obligation upon eachj consequently
we repudlate the doctrine that the pastor may at pleasure,
regardless of the wishes and feelings of the church, ab=
sent himself to attend to the affairs of government. .

Resolved: That 1t is humiliating to this chureh to
see thelr pastor enter the arena of debate upon questions
of State or Federal policy, as it tends to impsir his
ugefulness as a minister and to bring reproach upon the
cause of Christ.

= 9Upper‘ﬁsséx Church Records, 18191837, 163-173c
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Resolved: That whilst we cherish Brother
with feelings of Chrisgtian affection and are adverse
to severing relationsz that exist between us as pastor
and people, yet we totally dissent from him as to the
propriety of his becoming a candldate for a seat in -
any political sssembly, believing that such a position
1s incompatible with his calling as a Christian minls-
er.

These resolutions were adopted by the church and
the minister immediastely tendered his resignation, but
asked for the privilege of defending himself before
the public 1n the church meetlng house. At this publie
session he explained that he had attended a conventlion
which made svery offori to preserve the Union even after
several states had already seveded. The next year this
pastor was reinstated and vesolutions of apology were
passed and recorded in the minutes of the Qhuwch.10

Rivalry between two churches was a matter which
sometimes caused guestions to be sent to the Association.
Several times 1t was asked whether it was right for
another minister to come within the bounds of s church
to preach and baptize without the invitation of that
church., Then; too, there was the matter of an indi-

vidual moving his church membership from the church

lﬁM@rattico Church Records, May 1861.: ¥No explana-
tion was recorded in tha minutes of the change of atti-
tude toward the pastort!s participation in political
affairs. It may be supposed that, since he owned and
operated a farm in that areas, the congregation decided
to forgive his error and reinstate him as pastor.
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nearest him to one farther away for personal reasons.
In spite of the Baptists! determination to remove them-
selves as far as posslible from the practices of the
Established Church, here is an indication of the feeling
ﬁhéﬁ within a geographlcal area only one church of a
given denomination should attempt to serve the community
and no other has a right to enﬁar.ll |

Since one of the greatest criticisms which the |
Baptists and other Dissenters made of the Hstabllshed
Church was its laxity in regard to the discipline of
its members, the Baptists set up a strict code of con=
duct by which theilr members were to live: The church
kept an especially close watch on the morals of its
members, &ny infraction of the accepted moral code of
the church was promptly reported and dealt withs In-
stances of exclusion for such moral vagarles as preg-
nancies before marriage, lewdness, inconstancy, adultry,
and the like are found scattered throughout the church
12

records. Upon repentance and good behavior; many of

11Tt hed been customary in the Established Church
for the clergyman of one parish not to exerclse his
ecclestiastical duties in another.

12:me Episcopal Church frowned upon such vagaries,
also. The laxity referred to seems to conesrn dancing,
drinking, card playing - the fashionable customs of the
daye.



418
these offenders were restored to their fellowship with
the church from which they had been excluded.

Other moral lssues were brought before the Assocla-
tion. M"Ig 4t lawful for @& men to marry hisp wifets
sister?" "Is it censurable for a member of the Baptist
Church elther to marry or be aiding or asslisting in
m&rryiﬁg~a child under age without the consent cf‘the
parent or guardian?” 9"ls there any csase in which the
Word 6f God will ellow a man and his wife to separate
and yet continue in soclety, they being lawfully mar-
ried?" "will the Seripture justify e man who has been
divorced from his wife (for fornication) .in marrying
another?™ The Assoclation condemned without reserva«
tion the marriage of a man to his sister-in~law as
incestuous, Concerning the aiding and sbetting the
marriage of children under age, the Assoclation felt . it
was an act dlapleasing to God. The church was advised
to take up the matter of separation and exclude one or
both as they Judged them censurable, The matter of the
divorcee remarrylng must be handled carefully, the slave
to be dealt with differently from the free man: In the
case of slaves, if the church judged the fornication
clearly proven, . 1t could pronounce them divorced and

permit remarriage; but for free men, only those legally
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divorced could be justified in ramar?iaga,IB

The Baptists were equally severe in tﬁﬁir code
for social behavior, Much of the Puritanical attie
tude was incorporated in the Rules of Conduct as .get
up by the churches. To judge by the guestions put to
the Assocliation; many Baptists believed thet sll music
and dancing should be eliminated from Baptist society.
This was indeed a contrast to the sceials and balls
which were customary among the wealthy, the quilting
parties followed by dances of the less well-to-do, as
well ag the usual round of parties and dances enjoyed
by alls The fact thet music played a very important
role in the services of the Anglican Churches of Vir-
ginia end Maryland affected the Baptist attitude toward
the use of musicsl instruments in the church services,
The Baptists were in revolt, hence they looked askance
at the music end the dsncing which were so much a part

of 1ife under the regime of the Hstablished Church.

tion, 1807, 1819,

13Minutes-0f the Dover A= —
ained in irginia in 1788

A legal divorce could be

not knowing thﬁ other to be living in that time. In

1789 grounds for divorce were extended to rualty in
1790 to desertion or adultery, in 1791 to incompatibility,
A legal divorce could be obtained in Virginia through
court action and trial by Jury. Virginias Hagazine of
History and Biography VII (1899-1G0 5? 175

*
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In 1801 thils Quastion-éaa p#t to the Assoclation:
"Is a member of our order 3ustifiéﬁ in having instru-
mental music in his family?" Buch a guestion probsbly
reflscts the argument which went on in some local church
‘between those who favored instrumental music and those
who felt 1t must be the work of the devil himself. Such
arguments were usually very heated; resulting in hard
feelings and sometimes voluntary wlthdrgwals from church
membership. The Association, knowing this, was usually
very cavreful in its condemnation opr approval; but in
this particular instance 1t was emphstlecs The Assoclaw
tion felt that since music was usually ssgsoclated with
"Carnal and Idolatrous purposes,;™ they hoped that none
of the brethren would admit musiec into their houses or
in any way encourage it. However, they felt it neces-
887y to sxelude the possession of instruments of war
music from thﬁir‘ban.la

The question of military musie was brought up agsain
in 1806 with the Association approving its use as re-
gquired by military duty, but not encouraging it on éthar
15

occaslons,

That same year some brave soulchgain pleaded in

“Niinutes of the Dover Association, 1807, 1819, 1801.
151pi4., 1806.
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some loeal chureh for the imstruction of children in
masic and dancing and the matior was referred to the
Aspocletion, vhose snswer was & very emphatic RHO®
written exceptionally large by the recorder. Of course,
¢hildren loved music and dencing snd the matter was
brought up again and again in 1818, in 1824, and in
1838. Bach time the anawer was less emphatic than
b@fﬁ?@;lﬁ In 182l the Association Pelt that the matter
of permitting children to pléy and keeop musical instius
ments in thelr houses was merely a matter of expediency
and should be dealt with with favbaaranaa»i? By 1838
the Assocliation could ses nothing objectionable in the
private use of inatruméntal muasle, provided 1t was not
Ygbused to unchristian gurpﬁaﬂsgﬁig

In spite of the growing leniency of the Assoclatiion
toward the use of mnﬁﬁeal.instr§ﬁ§gggg the loecal churches
were not so quiek to relinquish their disapproval of
dancing. S8ince dancing usually was & part of wedding
fostivitiesn, the menmbers of Upper Hing and Queen Church
asked the ohurch to tell the parants exactly what re~
straint they should exercise in regard to allowing their

167514, , 1813,
171hid., 1824,
1871p1a,, 1838,
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children %o attend wedding partieas, This question had
first been presented somebtime. between 177l .and 1615.;9

In 1848 Tonion Church added to its Rules of Order
the resolutiont "We as a church regard circuses and
daneing parties as dirsctly opposite to the Christian
character and Church of Christ. We &s & church con-.
sidor all who cannot give up such carnal pleasures here-
afgar be consldered no longer members of this hadym"gg
Xn‘iﬁgﬁ zear~ohubch added an article to its Rules of
Qrder condemning aancin@ to musiérundsr any gulise; fore
bidding any member to so much as open hls house to such
"plays as those called 1Going Lo Boston' or 'Perpstual
Motiont, "2l

Scattered throughout ehurch records until 1866 and
even much later are records of exclusion of members for
" daneing, The procedure of dealling with church members
who insisted on dancing varied. Sometimes committees
were appointed to "walt on' the offending member. These
committess would usually attempt to extract a promise
net to engage in dancing again; but,; falling in this,

they would bring the member up hefore the church where.

, lgvppér King and Queen Church Records (1774~1815).
aovnian Church Records.
2lz0ar Church Records.
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the member was required to llsten te the counsel of the
church or be excluded, 8Some chose exclusion, othens
obeyed the church and refrained from dancing.

In 1866 Upper Hssex felt the need of more explicitly
iﬁtarpreﬁing a rule agalnst "revelling" which had pre=-
viously been recorded in its Rules of Order. The fol-
lowlng preamble and resoclution were presented for the
eonsideration of the church and were unanimously adop-
ted: -

Whereas some of the members of thls church have suf-
fered themselves, under worldly influence, to be led
away into the practice of worldly dances, and wheresas
doubt seems to be entertained by some as to such practice
being in violation of any rule of the church, therefore
be it resolved: that, in our estimation, such conduct
1s in violation of the spirit of that rule which forbids
all rrewvellingi and that any member of this church who
shall hereafter participate in such prsctice, or shall
gttend public dancing pariies ﬁrzgalla shall be subjsect
to the disecipline of the church,

Although in time Instrumental music came to be
accepted as a part of family living,; it was only much
later that it was accepted as a part of the worship ser-
vice, Dancing as a pastime was even longer delayed in
gaining a foothold in Baptist society, A ban against
1t is s8till on record Iln some churches, although it 1s

not enforced,

~——

' Bgvpperbﬁésex Church Records (1863-1892) February
1866, 207.
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An article, puclished in the Religious Herald in

186l, entitled "Dancing Baptists in Our Times;" re-
flects the ideas of that day. The guestion was posed:
"Is there any harm iﬁ'dancing?“ The author, answering
his own guesation, said that"tﬁare;was; since it was
not healthful as an exercise, and as an amusement 1t
was’vaiﬁ of any permanent pleasure. Those who engaged
in 1t beceme excessively fond of it and, in time, 1t
diverted their attention from spiritual interests,
ereated a love of the world, and might have deleterious
effects on unregenerates who féllawad.the example, if
not on the soul of the professing Christian himself.
Furthermore, this wss not & time to dancs, but a time
to maurn¢23

The matter of proper dress for Baptists ocCcupled
the attention of a few churches. It assumed sufficilent
importaence in the minds of the members of Union Church
that they included a brief regulation of it in thelr
Rules of Order: "We discountenance extravagance and
superfiuvity in dress and pomp and vain parade in 1life,
and ronounce those amusements and pursults which ape-

pear inconsistent with the (hristian Gha?act&r.“gu

_ QE“Danaihg Baptists in Our %Pimes,”"'Religious Herald,
April 21, 186l (Richmond, 186L), X; MNumberT 7, New Series.
“+Union CGhurch Records.




58

RQuestions of dress were even pub before the Ag-
soclation: One quesgtion mentloned such details as
wearing silks, gold, v;ngg,_n&cklace&,.and powdering
the haif,. The 'Assoclation reylied"t@aﬁ the Bible did
not lay down eény speeific ﬁagulé@;nﬁé as to dress.
Théfefera the Associagtlon would Aét give a definite
answer bul the church was urged to use "every prudent
degree of tenderness and fafbéaraaaa,"35

Probably thé problem occupying more space 1in the
chureh records and presenting more questions to the
Association was that of intempsrance, From the $&~
ginning of each church record to its end, bthere wiasz
written zceposs 1ts pages the story o£ men, somebimes
women, both white and Negro, overinéulging in strong
drink snd therefore belng brought before the church
for action. It is a tedious jJourney through "Brother

- was called before the church (o enswer a charge:
against him for being often Inteoxicated with spirituous
liquors who acknowledged the charge to be true; that he
had been convinced of the Impropriety thereof and hopal
that he had received pardon for the same; wheprsupon

26

the church consented to retain him in fellowship,®  and

aﬁﬁinuﬁaﬁ of the Dover Associastion, 1801.

géBruington ¢hurch Records, April 1812.
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"Srother ____, charged with intoxicablon, uzod did not
deny the charge, snd did neot ask pardons. The chupeh
voted he no longer be considered s member of thia ehmrﬁhaﬁa‘
Now and th@m-@a@-fiﬁhé‘a-iiﬁtle variation in such com~
ments as "sundry porvsons had dequently during divine
wopship been enpaged in selling spirituocus liquors at
or Do Eﬁﬁ spring near the meeting house whereby some
of thw dgongregation had become Intexleateds. The ahmymh
sot & walch Go discover the persons thus ang&g&a*“aa

In the case of Individusls enslaved by the habit
of drinking spiribuous liguors, the story remalned aboust
the semos drunkennsss, repentance, abstinence for a whiley
then, upon vepsiidion of the pattern, exclusion from
chureh fellowship. Within the Asscocistlon oplnion
varied, In some churches there was & fawiiﬁg that every
man had the right to drink in moderatlion, snd that only
exepssive drinking should be dealt with; in others there
wag & sbtrong disapproval of any use of spirltucus llguors
onn the part of thel» membors.

Zoar Churclh, abt its comstitudlon, wrote Into itas
Rules of Order: "We will not rebtaln In Tfellowshilp any

one who shall hereaflter retally or traffic in avdent

“(rpid,, april 1812.
1bid,, april 1812,
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spirits or intoxicating liquors except for medlcinal
purposa&;"‘gq In 1858 was added this ;article: "Any
'meﬁber~engaged‘in partnership with o dealer in ardent
spirits and dry goods (though he receives no benefit
from the sale of liquors) i1s a vlolatlon of article 19
(eited above) of the conﬁtitution;ﬁzc

The temperance movement had its origin in this
country late iIn the eighbtsenth century and had made
great progress before 1340 when the Washingtonian
Tempe rance Soclety was formed in Eal%imera¢31 The
problem ot excessive drinking had been so dlsturbing
to the local ohurches that ss early as 1801 a circular
latter was prepared by the Dover Assoclation on the
subject, The author deplored that man had perverted
such a blessing as spirituous liquors to a curse. He
felt that spirituous liguors might sometimes be bene-
fleial if temperately useds He referred chiefly in
this portion of his letter to the use of wine, which
is not a spiritucus ligquor unless fortifisd; but the
writer of the letter apparently put all wine in that

class, slnce the minister quoted Proverbs 31:6 as a

zazaar Church Hecords.

301p14..

31Hanrg ﬁilligm Blalr, The Temperance Movement
{Boaton, 1888), L35. ' '
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part of his discourse on spiritusus llgquors, He also
made reference to Paul's advice to Tinothy to use &
1ittle wine for hils stomach's sake., The minister
mentioned three beneficial uses: to promote health,
to obviate the mischiefs which may arise from over—
exposure, and its religlous use, where a emall portion
of wine 18 received by each communicant st the Lord's
Suppers

¥rom 1ts benefits thoe minlster then procesded to
enumerate the consequences of its abuse: diseased
bodies, rulned estates, dlstressed familles, and numbsr-
less quarrels among friecnds and neighbors. He continued
by liating the crusesa of drunkenness, bad cowmpany, in-
temperance acquired by drinking small quantiﬁies.sg
(The latter probably referred to soclal drinking which
led to the cultivation of & taste for liquor, hence to
drunkenness.] In conclusion he stated that Christians
becoming drunk involved the church in shaie and dlsbresss

In 1802 a local church sent in a query:s "Is 1t ace
cording to the fospel éo rotalil liguor on the Lord's
Daye™; to which the Assocliation replled: "By no means,
w33

unless in cases of urgent necessity. Tis same

- 3ZMinutes of the Dover Association, 1801,
33mwia., 1802,



~qu®stion'was posed again in 1813, R.B. Semple, in

the circular letter for 1822, expressed the feeling
thet drunkenness should be abhorred, especially in

the home. Never should "a drink" be offerod or taken
in the name of politeness, civility, or hospitality.
Outside the home, &ll grog shops and groceriesz selling
spirituous liquors should be avoidedyga

The question of iIntemperance had become so urgent
ﬁy 1827 that the query was made: “Can the Association
suggest any mode to suppress intemperance?™ To this
the Association replied that 1t was highly necessary
to extirpate the evil, even encouraging all associa~-
tions or combinations of good men to dlzscountenance and
put down this horrld prectice, and that the ministers
should take frequent oppoertunities to warn saint and
sinner against the evils of this destructive vice,

The gagociatlon took a further stand on the tople
in 1840 when 1%t passed & resolutlon expressing the
opinicn that the use of Intoxlcating drinks except
medicinally is 1nﬁxp@&ient.anﬁ dangerous. The churches
were rocommended to request thelr members to absialn
altogether from the use of ardent splrits. Agaln in
1841 the Association spoke against the use of intoxi=

cating liquors and recommended that the publication,

lpid., 1622.
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Ihe Teg~Totaller, be placed in the hande of the young

paoples © In 18512 total abstinence societies were preow
comnonded for ecpth churdh. Prior %o this, four churches,
Enon {1832),; Exeol {1833) Pruington (1834), and Clarkis
Keeok (18L2), had organized temporance sosisties which
graw %o such influsnce that a report of thém was inw-
cluded In the accoumts of the thurches to the Assocla«
ti&nagy

The preport of the Coommlitee on Tomperancs reldsya-
tod the obligationresting on Christiang to foster
temporanca, The same committes roported In 184S &
lass enthusligetle suppoprt of the temperance movement
Lhan b&f@r@,36 Again in 1847 the question wes raised:
fghould those sho engage in traffiec of spirituous
liguors be subjects for church ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁliﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ? By 1856
the Assoclstion felt jJjustified Inm introducing & ro-
golution to the ¢ffect that no church could maintain
heor stending shile she held fellowshly with thogs who
made, soldy or used intoxicating drinks as afh&?aw&g@¥38

4% @ yvesult of this resolubtlion and actlon baken on L6,

OMatlil, Sketohes, 29=31s 5255y Th=78, 87,
Béﬁimuﬁes of the Dover Associntlion, 18LZ.

T meae, 1847,

BEﬁlnuﬁﬁa of the Happahannoek Asgociation, 1856.
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& =plit oceurred in Hanover Church which resulted
in the establishment of Shilch Ghurﬁh.jg St1i1l not
satisfled in detall, in 1857 a church put the questlons
"Tg 1t consistent for mémbers of & Baptist chureh to
make or sell brandy?" The answer - "Except for wmedi-
oinal or mechanical purposes it is injurious to morals,
therefore inconglstent® « shows the pressure brought
to besx upon individual churches by the Assoclation
to oppose the use of spirituous liguors as bevoragéﬁtha
Yet wlth &ll that the Assoclationg could szy and do to
discourage the use of alcoholic beverages, the church
records conbtlnued to be fillled with Instances of mem=
bers who over-indulged in the use of alcchollec beverages.

The use of btobacco was not questioned as wag the
use of spiritudus liquors. HNo mention of it was made
In the early records of the Dover Association nor of
the Rappahannock Assoclation., ¥o action of the churches
was taken relubtive to its use in their sessions for
the purpose of the discipline of their members. That
1t became o subject of dlscussion later 1 evidenced

by en article in the Rellpious Herald, "Shall We Smoke?"

{(1875). The question was followed by the writer's

35Tp1d., 1556.
LoTphid., 1857.
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personal opinlons concerning the matter which he wished
to air through the denominatlonal organ. DBecause the
article censure&.the’ﬁev@rénd Charles Spurgeon, 1t re-
ceived editorinl comment, The writer of the article
had argued that a recent remark by Mr. Spurgeon would
influence small boys to usge tobscco. The editor re-~
rlisad that ¥Mr. Spurgeonts epproval of the uze of to-
baceco had no direet Influence on sgmall boysf use of 1taul
The questlon wos of Insufficient Importance to be carried
further, exced»t for minor articles by & faw people who
apparently wished to get In the public oye by appearing
in print.

As the Baptist denomination grew in strength 1t
modified ita views In wmany respects. In Mathsws Church
and also in Upper Hssex Church, prior to 1837, the Bap=~
tiagts felt that the church was the propor arbiter of dis-
putes between 1ts members, cspeclally disputes over
debta. Buch matbers do notb apéaar in the later records
of those or other churches In the Rappeshanndck Assocla=-
tion. It may be presumed that the Baptists gradually.
turned tw the ¢ivil courts for the sctilement of such

disputes as did other denominations.

Lhluans11 we Smoke?”, Relipious Herald, January 2l
1875 (Richmond, 1875), X Number 3, New Seried.
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Although the Baptists were much opposed to

many of the customs and practices of the Established
Ghurah, there was one of which they scon felt tbe need,
namely, the instrucdtion of their children. in matters of
religion. In 1793 the question "Shall we form rules
for family diseipline and the instiruétion of youth?®
was introduced before the Association. That body
appointed Elder Robert B. Semple, with whomever else
he should choose, %o compile a sulteble cetechism to
be pregented to the next general»aeﬁmittse for inspecs

i3

tions Yhen the queatianvwaé railsed again in 1796,
the Ascociation ordered Semple ﬁﬁ&“fqué others to

L : ha
prepare 4 catechlsam rar'th@'nextrﬁsagciatioa@¥3

Since
nd further mention of the matiter is made, we mAY asw
sume that the c¢atechism was prepared by Mr. Semple to

the satlsfaection of the Association and was used in

1!
the churches and homes effe@tivelyna4

The Baptist position on such questions as the sup~

port of the pastor by the church; the prohibition of

T o A
%gMinates of the Dover Asscclation, 1793.
b3mysa., 1796,

Semple published a catechism in 1809 in con=-
formity with the resclublon. James B. Taylor, Lives
of Virginia Baptist Minlsters (Sscond edition),
Series I and 2 (Hichmond, 1838), 317. Ho comment
was made concerning whether it was used.
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the use of musical Instruments in the family, and the
gottling of dlsputes over debts by the church veered
from radicalism to moderation. In respect to morality
and temperance there was continuous saffort to improve
conditions, through the efforts of the local church
by the discipline of its members, and through the Asz-
sociation in thelr urging the local chursheg to con=
tinue thelr efforts. The guestion of slavery and 1ts
attendant problems occupled so much of the sttention
of both the church and the Assoclation throughout the
era of the growth snd expansion of the Baptists in the
Rappahannock area, that 1t deserves special considera-

tion,.
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v
Fegro Baptists and S8lavery

When Negro slavery was introduced into Virginila,
gseventesnth~century slave owners felt some hesitancy
in having their slaves baptized Eecaus& there was &
questlion in their minds as to whether the baptism of
a slave released him from bmndagég In 1667 a law was
passed ﬁhich stated that baptism iﬁvna way al;ered the
-eondiﬁian of the recipient in r@sgéét to his ﬁanﬁage
or freadam;l |

The Negro in the seventeenth century was not re-
garded in some clrcles as having much higher mentality
than a brute.al A forelgn observer, Morgan Godwyn,
writing in 1681, expressed this sentiment when he saild
that "Their conversion was thought so idle and unmeaniﬁg
that the reputation for good sense of the man who mggé'
gested 1t éﬁégra eonvarsignz?, was geriously 1mpairedg“3
The Estabiishad Church became increasingly interested in

the religlous training of Negroes: Quakers and Presby-

| 1Haﬁ1ng, Stetutes, II, 260,
Zw. H. Brown, The Education and Economie Develop=
ment of the Negro in Virginia (Chaeriottesviile, 1923,
Fhelps~9tokes Fellowship Papers, University of Virginia,
Number 6, 15).

3?.&‘ Bruce, Economic History of Virginia in the
Seventeenth Century (New York, 15%65 11, 95.
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terlans were very sctive iIn théir'effm?ta to teach
and convert the Negrs. The Baptists, when ﬁhey‘aame
to Virginia, also believed in the wcrﬁh of each indl-
vidual whether white or blacki ﬂéﬁée the Baptists
preached to both white &nd”coldﬁé@ and canvertad‘boﬁﬁ;
The question of the churah'mﬁmb&@ﬂhip of the ﬁégﬁé
slave was not troublesome since Established ahuthas
baptized Negro slaves and reserved a small section of
the seats in the sanctuariss for such of them as
wighed to attend services, and the Baptists followed
the same practice., Not only the slaves belonging to
the members of the Baptist churches, but the slaves
belonging to the members of the Established church
sought baptism and Christian fellowship with the Bap=
tists.

As early as 1793 questions regarding the welfare
of the slaves arose in local Baptist churches, When
the local church was unable to reach a declsion a8 to
the proper action to bé taken, the question was re-
ferred to the Assocliation for discussion and & recom=-
mendation, At the meeting of the Dover Assoclation
in 1793 the guestion was brought up: "What is advis-
able in the case of a separation among slaves, between

man and wife, which is forcibly made by their ownare?”h

" LMinutes of the Daver Agssociation, 1793.
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According to ¢ivil law then exlsting there was no
problem because marriasge among slaves was not legally
recognized, but to the Baptists 1t posed a problem
since they were trying to teach thé slaves the sanctity
of the marriage relstionships The reply of the Associa~
tion avoided the issue by plaecing the responsibility for
the decision on the local church as indicated by this
excerpt from the minutes of the Dover Association:

"Resolved where men and their wives, being slaves,
are so far removed from each other, as not to have it
in their power to discharge the mutual duties of man
and wife, that~in all sueh cases,; churches act dis~
erationar&ly;“s

In gpite of the Civil Law forbidding the ﬁarri&ga
of & white person with a negro or mulatto under penalty
of a prison sentence of slx months and a fine of ten
pounds of current money, and a penalty on the minister
for performing such a\marriage,é a few white persons
did marry Negroes or mulattoss. Hence the fitness for
church membership in a Baptist church of e white man and
a Negro slave woman between whom mardtal relations exis~

ted raised the question: WAre they Ffit subjects to be

SIvid., 1793.
OHening, Statutes, VI, 361-362.
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regeived into church?” The emphatic "NO"™ of the Dover
Agsoeciation lef't no doubt as to the disapproval of the
Baptists of . the intermarriage of the two racea.?' i

The Negro members of the chupches, 1ike thelr
white brothers, were frequently called before the church
te answer charges made against them, sometimes by thelr
masters, somebimes by thelr fellow slaves, sometimes
by their white fellow church members, for such offenses
as drunkenness, stealing, and immorality: Since ex~
clusion from the church was the severest punishment the
church could give, sxpulsion was reserved fopr repeated
of fenders or immoral acts. "Brother Solomon, a man of
color, upon being charged with leaving his . wife and living
with another woman, was found gullty and exeluded;“e
"Willlam _____ 's Aney is excluded for drunkenness.
Caroline, belonging to ReB. _ 18 excluded for adul-
tery.“g The excluded member suffered soclal ostratism
as well as the displeasure of the churche.

When a member of the church was accused of some
offense, the church did neot allow the offending member

to be excluded without some effort to raestore him to

Minutes of the Dover Association, 1805,
8Morattico Church Records, April 1820,

gsruihgtan Church Records, July 1813.
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true repentance filrst. A committee was appointed to
"walt on" the amccused to ascertain theé truth of the:
matter, to advise the culprit as to what he must do
in order to retaln his membership in the church.

"Negro Isamc was reported whlilpped for stealing a horse,
bridle, and a saddle at Northumberland court-house.

A committee was appolnted to investigate, .to report

to the church, and if 1t were found to be true Isasac

10 If the sccused could vindicate

was to be excluded.
himself, he was pardoned and sometimes action was
taken against the person who reported hime. “Brother
_stated to the church that it had come to his at-
tention that a charge had beon made ageinst a member
of the church of stealing by anothser member which was
denied, and the informant of being guilty of telling
a falsehood, Whereupon it was agreed that the parties.
appear on Saturday at the meetling house there to be
solemnly charged in the presence of the church there to
declare the truth, the whole truth s « + oV The briai
was held, confliating witness given, and one of the
accused was discharged and restored to full fellowship.
Two others were suspended and net admitted to full
fellowship of the church until further hearing on the

iomdrattico Church Records, 1782.
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subj&ct.ll

Although the schems of church discipline was notb.
plenned as a means of controlling the Negro, since
both white and Negro members were subject to it, yet
1t served to strengthen the authority of the white
race because ususlly only the white members voted .on
exclusion or sven heard the defense of the accused
member. However, when the masters were unjustly ocruel
the church sometimes intervened. 1In 1796 the questlon,
Mis there no restriction on bselleving masters in the
chastisement of thelr servantst®" was brought before
the Dover Associlation. As in ﬁhe matter of remarriage
of slaves separated by thelr masters, the Asgsoclation
evaded responsibility and advised the churches asking
the question to "Take notice of such as they may think
proper and deal with the transgressor as they would

with offsnders in other»crimeSs”lz

In reply to the

same question posed sgain in 1813, the Association

gave the same answer, thus reflecting no change in
attitude toward & oruel master in those several decades.>>
The idea of Habbath observance in the questlion, "Is

it according to Gospel order for professors of religion

Iiéruingtbn Church Records, July 1813.
12minutes of the Dover Association, 1796.

131bid., 1813.
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to trade with slaves on the Sabbath day?"lh‘indicat@d
the existence of a feeling. that it might be wwrong for
one white man to trade with another on the Sabbath day,
but to trade with a slave on the Sabbath was of no cone
sequence. The Dover Association in its reply expressed
the view that Sabbath trading, whether between members
of the same race or between members of white and colored
races, .was to be dealt with as "offending agalnst the
lews of God and Man."

After Virginias banned the importation of slaves
from Africa in 1778, there grew up a blg business in
buying and selling Virginia slaves to traders in othsr
slave states. HMuch speculation went on. Slave traders
bought up surplus slaves in Virginia and then sold them
at a good profit further south where there was.an in~
croasing demand for slave labor in the rlce and cotton
fields, The Baptist beliefl that each man is responw
sible for the welfare of hls brother opposed thias
traffic in slaves. In 184l Piscataway Church asked:.
"Ts it consistent with the Christian religlon for a
member of the Baptist church to buy and sell Negroes
for speculation?” The Rappehannock Associatlion anse~

wored emphaticelly: "We think the traffic referred

Tiypid., 1816,
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to 18 inconsistent with a profession of ‘religlon of -
Jesus Christ -~ a member persisting in it should be'
eXeluded.“lg

Bmancipation was thought of by the Baptist Ghurch
in Virginias and consldered possible as early aa 1797.
The guestiont "Would it not seem a good policy for
the Baptists to form a plan for the gradual emancipa-
tion of slavery among tnemselVea?“lé was presented to
the Dover Associatlion. The reply of the Association
reflects the feeling that cautlon was necessary in-
approaching such a problem. The Baptists, as well as
others, reallzed the momentous effects such & move
would have on the economy as well as on the soclial’
life of the atate, The Dover Associatlon replled:

Ve sinecerely sympathlze, both as Christlans and
citigens, with those unhappy people and although we
think 1t & dellcate matter, we would not wish to be
backward in promoting thelr happiness and liberty,
upon sautious ground we would therefore recommend to
our brethren toe unite with the Abolition Soelety in
proposing a petition to the General Assembly for a
gradual emancipation upon some rational plan but as
the Abolitlon Society do not refer to slaves now in
existence we would take occasion further to testlifly

our dlsapprobation of that evil by recommending them
to improve it wherever it may exist with propriety.l7

15Minutes of the Reppahannock Assoclation, 184L.
16yinutes of the Dover Association, 1797.
171b1d., 1797«
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By 1835, after the long debate of. January 1832 in
the Virginila Assembly and the rise of the radical
northern abolitlonists, the matter of abolition be-
came & bone of contention between the Virginians, meany
of whom had previously been‘symp&thixerﬁyﬁith‘abalitianﬁ
The followlng extract from the minutes of the Dover
Assoelation glves an insight into the feelings of the
Baptists:

We view with feelings of deep regret and declded
disapprobation the e¢ourse which has been pursued by
the HNorthern Abollitionists as being caloulated in our
esteem to exclte discontent and insubordination among
the slaves, to destroy the peace of the community,
Pave those miaguided men profess to be laboringslt

As the tide of publle opinion turnsed from pro-
abolition to anti-gbollition in Virglnia at large,
there was an increase in the feelling of responsibilisy
for the welfare of the slave in order to maintain the
slave economy intact. At the sessions of the Dover
Association and later of the Rappahasnnock Assoclation
a speclal commlittee was formed to study the slave guess
tion and to report to the Assoclation at each session
on the state of the colored population. In 1841 the
committee on the state of the colored populstion re-~

ported:

Omid., 1835.
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. The pastor of the seversl churches tould greatly
promote good morals and relligion by giving to the
.¢olored community religlous instruction once a fortw
night on the Sabbath, provided the service be exclusively
for them and the instruction be of the plalnest kind. ,
The churches and the ministers in this assoclation could
do much good in the organipation of temperance socleties
among the colored parts of the congregation. It would
be better if all undecessary labor on the Lordts day
were dispensed with and the servants persuasively urged
to attend the public worship. The master of the house
should re%uire all servants to be present at "family
worship. 719

In 1845 the reﬁgét complained that the colored

populstion wag very sinfuls It proclaimed 1t the spe-
e¢ial duty of the church to explain right living, to en~
courage it and to consider it folly to give the Negroes
ordinary instruction in the rudiments of education such
as to be had in schools. A fear of teaching them to
read because of the hazards of the printed material
from the North was expressed, hence instruction must be
confined to oral insgtruction. It proposed to dlvide the
counties into sections, to send out whites able to give
oral instruction to meet wlth the Negroes and gilve the
religiocus education they felt it necessary that the
Negroes have to keep them doelle and satisfieds. Because
Virginia was a Bardar state; the committee urged that
it was necessary to proceed with caution in any work

among the Negroes.gg

191p1d., 1841,
20yinutes of the Rappahannock Association, 1845,



Within the bounds of the Rappahannock Sssoclaw
tion in 1846 there were 23,727 white and 23,671
esolored persons; of these, 5,803 white and 8,16l
colored wers members of the Boptist- denomination,
The committee felt it waa the express duty of the
whites o give the colored people religlious instruc
tion sinoce the state leglalature had found it nscessary
te interdict preaching among the Negroes by their own
preachera. The sommittee felt that the comparison in
the nunbeyr of white and the numbeyr of colored pémg&a
might be "held ﬁafmre'thnaa whose meddened zeal hes
made the worst enemies of the Blave, as one of the
many proofs that this is the happiest laboring class
in the world, hers ars nearly 15,000 in our midst =
endaared to us by a tle which we consider one of the
relstions sanctioned by our Master:" The idea of
slavery being sanotioned by the teachings of Christ
was beling fostered to cheok the movement toward the
abolition of slavery which sngendered so many veononmic
g8 well as soclal problemss In this report Clark's
Heck Churoh was commanded for having llcensed & "Brother
well quallified to labor among the colored population.”®
He had two regulay appointments and preached to %ivary

large congregation composed entirely of Hegroes.
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Each year there were additional reports on the
necegsity for religious instrucficn among the Negroes.
It w#s sugrested in 1847 by the commitiee that "eolored
peeple;pvoparﬁy‘trained here Gan&bétsénﬁ to Africa as
missionaries to teach thelr own ﬁéople,“ga

In connestion with the religlous inﬁﬁguatiéh“éf
the Negroes 1t is timely to explaln that the Baptists
of fourteen states had organlgzed home missionary work
which was carried on among the frontier people, the
Indlang, and the Negroes. In Virginia such an organi-
zation was formed in 1822. The fourteen organigations
merged in 1832 to form the American Baptist Home Nig-
sion ﬁociaty.ZB When the Soclety was formed the sub-
ject of speclal missionary work among the colored
people was not considered. No organized missionary
endeavor was made among the Negroes between 1832 and
1862 on account of the general situation throughcut
the natiﬁnwzg The Baptists of the Reppahannock Associa=
tion wished to keep a watchful eye on this organization
which they supporteds The Association ordered a com-
mittee to investigate the alleged relation of the

221p1d,, 1847

23¢harles L. White, 4 Century of Falth (Philadelphia,
1832), 309 '

2l Ibid., 102,
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American Baptist Home Mission Society to slavery. . The
commi ttee reported:

No funds known or suspected to be the avails
profit from/ slavery have been recelived inte the
treasury of the soclety sinece the adoption of ‘the new
constitution in 1846. Since that time no slave-holder
has been employed by the Board as a missionary. -No
mieaionary employed by the Society since the adoptlon

of the new conatitution has been known to asdminister o5

the ordinance of the Gospel in a slave-holding church.

At thia same sesslon of the Rappahannock Asamcia*
tion a committee on the religious privileges of the
Negroes reported that:

The committee appointed to petition the legislae-
ture for such modification ag will permit of their
asgsemblage at any time; by permlssion of thelr owners
in the presence of white persons snd will admit thelr
engaging in all proper religious exercises, provided
they mey be conducted in the presence and undey. the
supervision of f committee of the white members to
which they beégng, reported that no action was possible
at that time.,”

The Committee on the Religiaus ?rivileges for the
Colored People in 1850 decided to refrain from pe~
titioning the l&gialatura because of the excitad state
of mind on the questions of abolitionism, free-~gollism,
and 8o forthcz{

Agein in 1853, a committes was appointed to inquire
into the expediency of employing a mlssionary to labor

emong the colored people within the bounds of the Rappa-

miep

'ggﬂinutes of the Rappahannook Association, 1849.

Zé’lbid. , 1849,
27Ip1d., 1850.
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were the whibes, by confession of fdith and baptism or
by churech letter; they were "given the right hand of
fellowshlp™; they were galthered with the whiles around
the communion table, they were, in many instences, given
the courtesy titles "Brother" esnd "3ister!" in church mat-
ters; and, if in zood standing, they were dismizsed by
letter, whether being sold south or moving with their
masters. In recognition of thelr special status the
Fegroes were assigned to sit in the gallery or were re-
‘stricted to a designated portion of the church. Al~
though excluded from voting on gensral questlons as were
the white women of the church, the colored members of
some congregations took pride in making their modest
contributions for current expenses and forelgn migsionsa
A rare colored member, a pious and faithful lesader, in
the freer days before the restrictive stabtutes of 1832
might be encoursged to preach not only among his own
people; but before the entire churéhf A case of this is
William Temon of Gloucestery comaarﬁinéwhom Robert
Semple comments: "Theugh not white as to his natural
complexion, he had been washed in the laver of regenera~
tion; he had been purified and made white in a better

ﬁensa‘“31

3lgemple, A History of . . . the Baptists in
Virginia, 29. '
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hannock Assoclatlon, The committee concluded that the.
employment of & missionary would be abortive since
numerous other means of giving religlous instruction
were within resch. MNen accaptaﬁié’fbr that work should
be employed by their own communities, and socleties
should bs formed by young whilte men to privately in-
gtruct the eolored and to hold public services for thém
whenevervpossiblﬁ.ea |
Az feeling over the slavery gquestion grew, the
tenor of the reports of the committee on the colored
population changed. In 1858 the commlttee reportsd
they thought it could Se shown easily that the insti-
tution of domestic slavery had been the maét powerful
miséionary engine ever-brou@hﬁ to bear upon the world.
They recommended the organization of domestlc colored
mlasslonary socleties whose objeet should be to raise
the means to have the Gospel preached to the golored
populatian.ag
In the %typical Baptist church, master and servant
worshipped together. In a number of churches of the
Rapprahannock Assoaiatién, the Negroes outnumbered the

0O .
white communicants;B The Negroes were rvrecelved, as

“C1bid., 1853.

291b1d., 1858,
6l 303¢e Appendix D for a list of members as given in
1849
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Most of the ¢olored Baptists In Virginia claimed
membership in congregations made up of both white and
colored, but in 1860 almost eleven thousand, ons out
of every five, belonged to "African" Baptist churches,
institutions for the exclusive use of Negroes, bafh
slave and free, which were usually dominated by the
free Negro group. Williamsburg, Richmond, Petersbhurg,
and Norfolk were centers of the indeépendent church
mgvamentf32 The African churches enjoyed a maximum
amount of autonomy before the Southampton Insurrections
Iater they were subjected to closer regulation asnd were
required to have white pastors., In 1859, when the
question of the corganization of separate churchos was
brought up, it was considered practicable aznd the Plpst
African Church in Richmond was clted as a successful
example. Yot, vhen the question of whether 1t was ex~
pedient was pubt, the members of the Rappshannoclk Asaoccia-~
tion felt that danger was involved in asgembling large
crowds of slaves togethor for any purpcse. It was
recommanded to the churches in Gloucester that they
employ a separate minister whosge services ghould be

devoted exclusively to the coleored population under the

| ggdoseph C. Robert, "Excommunication, Virginia Style,"
The South Atlsntic Quarterly, XL (1941), 2o
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direction of the churches, without & separate organie

33

zatlon.

Inreply to a question asked by a church in 1863,
the Association expressed the opiﬁiwn that the church
was right, because of exlsting conditions, in recom-
mending the exclusion of all servants who had desepted
their masters, letting the falthful remain., They added
further that they did not think it prudent under the
eircums tances to permit the assemblage of such persons
apart from the white and under the direction of colored
instructors. The churches should still have white pass
t@rﬁ.Bh

The committee on ¢colored population reported in
186l that:

The subject of the Instruction of the colored popu~
lation jJust at the present tims is one of some difficulty.
Many of this class of our membership have been excluded
from the churches and others will be Jolning our énemies;
and in some instances, entire congregatlions have been
broken up. Must then all efforts among them be relin-
quished? We are of the opinion, that while due care should
be exorcisgsed, yet the duty remalns the same, It will not
do to censure and punish thoss of our servants who remain
faithful because others prove traitorss On the other
hand they should be encouraged and rewarded. We think it
is for the Interest of the masters to continue thelr labor
in love, We advise churches to continue their committees
for the instructlon of servants, and our brethren in the
ninistry to preach to them as much or more than usual,

We rocommend that special Instruction relative to the

3§§inutes of the Rappahannoock Assoclation, 1859.
BLFIbid; » 1863v
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Ohristian obligation of falthfulness to their masters’
be given them. We also recommend that the colored
members be purged in accordance with the vesolutlion of
%ggtdzzgiizgzthgiﬁgéggtggg‘sgalusian of all servants who

Morattico Church in 1865 wanted to know whether the
Assoclation felt it wlse to encourags the colored mems
bers of the churches to withdraw for separste organiza=
tlon. The Association, through its Commltbee on Colored
Population, felt that the vhite people should labor to
preserve kin&_fﬁelings between the two pvaces, should try
to preserve religious influence over them, and should
continue scriptural instrudtion for the colored pacpie&Bé
By 1866 was added the statement: tWhere separation is
necessary, ald them in éwganizing thaipr own church.?
The remalnder of the report was summed up as follows:
We have s responsibility to the colored population though
the relation has changed. We should encourage 3Junday
Schools among them, impress the importance of obedience
to the 1&&, the importence of adhering strictly to civil
contracts, We belisve we should send the CGospel to them.
We still cannot recommend separate church organization.
However, when it is requested by ¢olored members, grant
18,37 4 similar feeling had been expressed in the report
of 1865,




&,
Prom aveilable chureh vecords of this period we
Pind the mapner in which the colored wembers withdrew
and organized sayaraﬁe‘churahes. As early as 1865 the
question eame up In Union Ohurch, Gloucester Countys.:
n"Eider W.S8, Howkins consulted Brother J.We 3 Robert
and R.S. ~ in reference 4o the colored members
having the church to hold worship in and it was agreed
that they should have it." This was discussed at 'the
next meeting and 1t wes declded that the colored members
should have the use of the house until January 1866, -4t
the July business meeting in 1869 it was voted by the '
same church on application of the colored members to alw
low them to separate from the white members by granting
them "letters af,dismiﬁaian‘“Bs
At Morattlice the following letter was recorded in
the church Minutess
Depr Brethrent
Sinece our last mestlng, we have at the request of
our colored members dismissed them all from ocw church
save one man only, who professes for the present at least,
to retain hls membershlp with uss  Theseparation was
made with mutual kind feelings and although the colored
members have not formerly been constituted into a churech
they are bullding a house of worshlp and will, we presume,
form themselves into a regular church. We are ready and
willing to g8id them In any way we can that they may de-

sire, but ghink 1% best not to obtrude our advice or asw»
siStanae.3

gﬁﬂhianlchupeh Records, October 1868, July 1868.
3%orattico Church Records, July 1867.
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In the Zoar Baptist Church Records of June 1867
we find:

The resolution proposed that a letter of digmissal
from Zoar Chureh be preparsd in order, that the colored
members may form a church for thomselves was discussedy
and after due considerstion of the subject,, 4 motion
wus made to grant the 1ett§r& of &ismiﬁaalﬁhg

Slavery and the ensulng emancipation brought 1ts
problem& to the church ss well as to the civil govern=
ment, The colored members of the churches withdrew
and established churches of their own, In slmost every
community a colored Baptist church is to be found not
far from the white Baptist church. In 1946 there wers
-113 colored Beptisgt churches in the ten counties of the
Association with an spproximate total membership of
21L;000, These churches heve thelr own Association and
conduct their work independently of the Wnite Assoagliaw
%iaﬁ;ﬁl

4Y70ar Church Heeords, June 1867.
lpaken from s letter recelved from Walter White
wrltten in response to my question of how many Negro.
Baptist churches are in exlstence In the Reppahannock
Assocliation. Reverend Walter Whitey; a Negro Baptist,
is employed by the Virginlie Bapiist Board of Misslions
and Bducation as Secretary of Inter-Raclal Work.
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vi
Interests Beyond the Local Church

During the years of the establishment and growth
of the Baptists in Virginiae, the Baptists were not
concerned solely with the affairs of the local church.
They had many interests, one of which was the separas
tion of church and state. When the Baptists encountered
the opposition of the Establlshed Church of Virginla
and suffered persecution as a iesult; they grew in
numbers to such an extent that by 1776 they were able
to wield conslderable political influence, They firat
petitioned for toleration in 1774 through their associa-
tions: The dissolution of the Assembly by Dunmore pre-
vented legislative action being taken then, but the pe~
titions continued coming in., As one step was galnsd,
ancther was petitioned for: equeality of the clergy,
exemption of dissenters from tithes, dissolution of the
vestries as eivil bodles, marriages by dissenting minis-
ters allowed, until finally religious freedom was es~
tablished in Virginia. The battle was not over.
Though there still remained to be settled the disposal
of the glsebe lands and other matters, the essential
freedom had been won. Only one mention 1s made of
this prolonged battle, carried on by all dissenters as
woll as Bagptists, in the accounts of the sarly churches
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in the Happahannock Assocliation. MNathews Church de-
cided that its membership should take concerted ace
tion instructing each menber to vote for a certain
representative to Genersl Assembly since the Baptists
wore petlitioning the legislature for entire religlous
free&am.l The reaction of the individual members to
this decision 1s not recorded, There were probably
gome disgenting votes,

Another of the interests of the Virginla Baptists
was missions, both foreigh snd domestic, The B&pﬁisté
have had as one of their chief tana%s of belief that
Josus directed his disciples to go into all the world
and preach the Gospel. Emphasis on this has stimulated
their growth. Those Baptists who have refused to be~
lieve and act upon this beliefl have found themselves
decreasing rather than inereasing in influence. For,
the most part the Baptists of Virginia have been mis~
sionary in spirit. :

Baptist missions in the English-speaking world had
thelr origln in the Monthly CGoneert of Prayer recommended

in 178l by the Nottinghamshire Baptist Asscciation in

TycGil1, Sketches, 31~38. Jobn Leland, a Baptist
minister in Virginls was especially active in leading
his congregations to petition for and vote for religlous
froedom to be incorporabted in the (onatitution of Vir«
ginia and also in the national constitution. Lyman H.
Butterfield, Elder John leland, Jefférsonlan Itinerant
American Antiduarian SoClety Procesdings LAlL 11052) 2h2.
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England. This resolution called upon all Baptist
churches to observe one stated hour every month in
earnest, united prayer for the snppaﬁt of pure religion
to the ends of the sarth, This was the inspiratioen
for the organization of the Baptists? Misslonary Boclety
for the Propagation of the (ospel among the Heathen
formed in Kettering, Bngland; in 1792 in response teo
the demsnds of William Carey to be sent as a missionary.
This was the first Foreign Mission Board,2

The actlvities of this Mission Board and the news
of William Careyts work in India interested the Ameri«
can Baptists, some of whom corresponded with Willilam
Carey and sent contributions to Serampore Misslon for

his auppart.§ The publication, Massachussetts Beptist

ﬁiﬁsionamy Wagazine, organ of the Massachusetts Baptist

&iasiena?y Society, Bostony contained letters from
Wililem CGarey wiaich dissemlnated information concerning
his work snd led to thse organization in 1812 of the
society of Ameriecan Baptists called the Salem Bible
Translation and Foreign Missionary Soclety whose pur-
pose was to eld in the translation of the Bible by
William Carey and to assist in sending financial ald

| €T¢B. Ray, Southern Baptist Foreign Missions
{Nashville, 1910j, 10, 1i, Z9¢

3pdmund F. Merriam, A History of American Bapbist
Missions (Philadelphia, 19007y b.
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and a missionary from this country to XHﬁiaah

Just prior to the establishment of the Salem Bible
Translation and Foreign Misslonary Scclety, the Ameri-
can Board of Commisgsioners for Forelgn Mlssions was
formed in Boston at the urgent request of students of
Andover Theologleal Seminary who demanded 0 be sent
to the heathens Two of these men, Luther Ric e and
Andonirem Judson; set sall un@er the auspices of the
interdenominational aAmerican Board of Commissioners
for PForelgn Missions, each on a separate ship. BEn
route they studlied the Bible very cavefully and each
was convinoed that he must be baptizged by immersion;
thavafors,buﬁen’rsachiﬁg Galcoutta, each asked for
bapbi&m'ané.aéeh sent in his rsesignation to the Board.
Judson wrote a letter aak%ng whether the Baptists would
form a Porelgn Mission Soclety which would undertake the
support of his work in Indla. Rice returned to America
to interest the Baptists in supporting a mission pro=
Ject in Indias 4As & result the Baptist 3oclety for
Propagating the Gospel in Indie and othér Forelign Parts
organized in 1813 and undrtook to support Judsonsd

mif(idf 9"'3‘10
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In spite of the fact that both transportation and
communication were slow, the Virginis Baptists organized
a Baptist Missionary Society at Richmond that same year,
1813, 8imilar organigzatlons were formed at Philadelphls,
Savannanh, New York, =snd Baltimore. Until the organliza-
tion of these foreign missionary socleties, the Baptlsts
in America were widely scabttered. There were islands
of Beptists in Boston; Rhode Island, Phlledelphia,
Virginia, South Cerolina,; and Georgla, each centering
its attentlion on its own small t&rritéxya

The formetion of the Philadelphis Baptist Associa-
tion in 1813 led to the formation of the misslonary
soclety and 2 g&naralnaammittaa of twenty~-six ¢lergymen
and seven laymen from sleven states and the District.of
Golumbla. R«B. Semple and Jacob Grigg weve delegates
from Virginia. This committee formed what is known.as
the Triennial Conventlon which functioned as the meeting
ground and clearing house for Baptist mctivities in
America until the slavery guestion brought about &
division in 1845.

Under the susplces of the Triennisl Convention the
Baptists worked together on many different @rajécﬁaz

The Baptist Missionary Magazine; the orgen of the con-

ventionj the esteblishing of the Seminary, CGolurblan
University, Weshington, D.{. to educate the young men
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for the ministry; the sstablishing of a stated time
called the "Season of Praysr" for the benefit of mis-
sions and the collection of contributions for that pur-
pose; the opening of missions among the Indilans; and
the sending of missionaries to new settlementsgé

The Americen Baptist Home Mission Society, formed
in 1832, and the American Foreign Bible Seociety; formed
in 1836, worked under the direction of the Triennial
Convention secretaryj but when the Southern Baptists
separated from the Triennial Convention in 1845, they
gset up separate boards for each phase of the work and
found that each thrived better.

The Augusts (Georgla) Convention, called by the
Virginia PForeign Mission Soclety, 1845, to organize
‘the Southern Baptist Convention, provided for two
boards, one for forelgn mlssions located in Richmond,
Virginia, and one for Home Missions finally located,
after several moves, in Atlanta, Georgla.

The Forelgn Misslon Bosrd was compossd of twenty-
one members resident in Richmond, Virginla,; and a Vice~
President in sach Southern state, Reverend James B.
Taylor of Virginia was chosen as secretarys Under the

guspices of this board, mission flelds were opened in

1bid., 12, 12, 29.
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many plecess The first mission f1leld to be opened.
was Chinag; to winleh J.Lls. Shueky I.J. Roberbs; Samuel
0. Qloplon, and George Perdy wors apy@inteﬁu? The
Rappanannock Asgociation in Virginias vontribdbuted twe
of her daughters, Henrietia Hall and her slster, lrs.
Tobeyy from Morabtleo Uhurah te this causes Henrletia
went to Chins as the wife of J«lL. Shuck, Her sister
went after Henrvicttals death. The cause of missiona
found much more ardont support in Foratiico Chureh
thar did the suppopt of the pastor sines the menbers
in 1841 contributed twe hundred dollars to the support
of misslons vhile thoy gave their pastor only one hunw
drod suventy-Iive dollars: (Possibly the pastor was
responsible for the extra twenty~flve dollars asz
Honrlietis was his doughtor and she had been wopiing in
China with her husband sinoce 1835 under the auspicoes
of the Triennial ﬁ%av&ﬁtiﬁn*}a

Other missions were esteblished, in-Africa, in
Buropey in South Amevica, Iin Mexiso, and in Japan. Yo
thess the Vipginls Baptists contributed alsng with
those of other Southern States. In 1845 the Foroign
Mission Board received $11,689,05 and in 1870 it wes
coived $215938.03.7 of course, betwoen those ysars

?:@.'B;«Réy; Southern Baptist Foreign Missions, 33.
Moai1l, Sketohes, 30~43e
97.8. Ray, Southerm Baptist Foreign Missionsy 273.
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there were lean times when the miaaianariaavanppartéé
by the Board wers scarcely able to gubaiati but they
kept up and graduslly increased the extent of their
works Tbawﬁhufchﬁs‘gf the 3a§pah&nnaék‘gav§ thelr
share, It was customary in that area to have "Mige
sionary Days™ at which time a speaker, prafarabiy ﬁ:miaw
slonary just returned from some field, would come to
the local church and tell tge people about his work
and the needs of his particular field. There waﬁl& be
an all-day meebing with dinner provided by the members
of the churchy; and friends from nelghboring churches
would be invited to come and hear the spealker. One big
feature of the day would be a collection which woulélbe
glven bo the speaker for the expansion and support of
his particulsr work. The China Misslons and the
Brazilian Missions received a great deal of support
from the Rappshannock Association In this since ?ha
Hall famlly end the Bagby family were represented in
these flelds and the relatives and friends of ﬁhasa
families were interssted in supporting them and hearing
thelr reports conecerning their work.

The Home Misslon Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention had 1ts beginningvin the work of the iltiner-
ant preachers; followed by the appointment of special
ministers who would work within the bounds of the Agsocia-



93

- tion, The Rappshannock Asscciation employed a number

of gsuch men as has glready been mentioned, In 181l
Bamuel .Straughan was chosen by the Misslonary Soclety

of Richmond to travel into certain parts of Maryland
where 1t was supposed there was a great need for évaﬂg@11~
cal preaahing;ig Some of the men of the Rappahannock
Assoclation, as Lewls Iunsford, made several visits in
Kentucky preaching wherever they could. There was some
effort made to send speclal workers among the colored
eongregations also, but all of this work was sporadie
~and loeal since the American Baptlst Home Mlssion
Seclety did very little work in the South prior to 1840,
and after 1840 the South did not want them to do any be~
cause of the slavery question. I was not until the
organization of the Home Mission Board under the augw
pices of the Southern Baptist Convention that any organ-
ized work was done. From 1845 to 1860 there were four
lines of endeavor: bullding up a spirit of &énaminaﬁ
tlonal loyalty and cooperation; evangelismy giving
especial atbention to the work among the Negro slaves,
and taking over and enlarging the work carried on hereto-
fore by the Foreign Mission Board and later by the Home
Mission Socliety of the Triennial Convention, There

were forty missionaries doing work among the colored

 I6TayIar,HL&ves,of Virginie Baptist Ministers

(2nd ed.) L3415,
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slaves durlng thls perlod, and the work among the
Indlane was given special impetus by the union of .
the Indian Mission Assoclation with the Seuthern
Baptist Convention in 1855.

During the decade 1860-1870 the Home Mission
Board put 137 missionaries to work in the army, lent
g helping hand in saving organiged work in the older
stotes which were devastated by war, and made a sincere
and worthy attempt to help the recently freed Negroes
who had left the white churehes to find thelr place
end work in thelr own qhurchessil

While the Home Mlsslon Board spent & great deal
of time and money in alding wealt churches in the supe-
port of pasters and in asslsting 1n the erection of
church bulldings, they pub forth a greast deal of ofw
fort in evangellizing in the cities where preaching
gservices were held, Sunday Schools were established,
end weekly prayer meetings were conducted. The yellow
fever plague of 1853-185L slowed up Home Mission work,
but the work in Californism, begun in 1850, was kept up.
After the Civil War New Orleans boecame a great center
for home mission effort. These sotivilies of the Home
Mission Board did not regch the Rappshannoek area as
that was altogether a rural sectlion in Virginia, having

no e¢itics within its bounds and having only a few small

IIE.PQ alldreage, Southern Baptists WQrking‘Toge%her
{Nashville; 1925), 72-77e
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towns.

However; the mission work among the Hegroes d4did
reach into the Rappahannock Assoclation. After 1867
misglonaries were employed to labor among the freed-
mene There was a widespread recognition of the heed
for the education of the Negro, eapecially the Kegro
ministry. To gecomplish this the Home Missnion Board
arranged for prospective Negro ministers to enter the
Auvguete Institute of Georglas 8ince they found that
this did not meet the immediate need, institutes were
held for the instruction of Kegro ministers at con-
venient times and aceessible places. In 1879, the
Home Misslon Boagrd of the Socuthern Beptist Convention
mede arrengements with the American Bapitist Home Mis-
sion Soclety for the Society to appoint a superinten-
dent of missions among the colored psople whose duty
it wouid be to organige Institutes at such times and
places ag pradticable, to be conducted by the superin-
tendent asslgted by resident pastors.

Missions were established by the Home Mission
Board among the Chinese in falifornla, where J.l.
Shuck was employed after hils return from China, and
also in Baltimore. Hission stations among the Germans
were set up in St. louls, Louisville, Southern Hisaourl,

New Orleans, Baltimore, and Toxas.
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Missions among the Indians were carried on prior
to 1845 under the auspices of the Indian Mission Associa~-
tion, In 1855 this Assoclation merged with the Home Mis-
sion Board and continued the Missions already established
and organized schools among the Cherokees, the Creeks,
the Choctaws, the Chicasaws, and the Seminoles. John
~Jumper snd Joseph Islands were great Indian leaders
among the Seminoles and Oreeks. The misslons to the
Indians almost went out of existence during the Civil
War, but were resumed theraafter,lg

The Southern Baptist women were not to be ignored
in the denominstional work. From lﬁiO to 1840, in
oleven of the eighteen states there were organized
women'’s sccieties. South Carolins led, with North
Carolina end Virginla c¢lose seconds, These socleties
found opportunities at hand in training the children,
teaching the Negroes; and contributing to mission work
among the Indlans. 1In Virginlia the women of the First
Church of Richmond founded an active Female Missionary
Society in 1870 whose chief business was to appoint

teachers to travel intoc new places where the (Gospel was

Iﬁﬁary Emlly Wright, The Missionary Work of the
Southern Baptist Convention (Philadelphis, 1902),
28 3"‘"31:0 [
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likely to flourish. However, the women of the Rgppé*
hannock Assoclation had preceded them by many years.

In 1837 at Mattaponi a woman's socilety was started and’
has been in continuous aparatian;RB Its founder and
first president, Priscilla Pollaprd, made %&ny 3aﬁrneyb
in her buggy to get women of her community interested.
After she was assured of thelr interest, she set about
trying to interest the women of nearby churches. So
the women's socleties spread in the Rappahannock Assocla-
tion. They were interested In both home Mlssions and
the Forelgn HMissions. The women were not interested
in separating thelr work from that of the men, but they
wished to asugment it by their efforts. It was not until
1888 that the women of the Southern Baptist Convention
felt the need of a southwide organization for themselves,
and even then they continued as auxiliary to the Southern
Baptiast Convention, overlapping the work of the conven«
tion slightly, but for the most part contributing to its
progran.

In the matter of Sunday Schools; the Baptists were
among the leading ploneers of the modeyrn Sunday school
movement in Englend and America. Iunther and Knox both

established schools about 1530 which gave instruction

in secular subjects during the week and religious toplcs

'Aigxrs, H+M. Wharton; Fruits of the Years (Atlanta,
1938), 9~10.
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on Sundays. Robert Raikes established a achool
(1780*1?85) in whleh paid teachers gave instructlon
in secular topics on Sundays to the poor and un-
schooled children of the community. But neither of
these types of schools gave rlse to modern Sunday
Schools. In America there were catechetical schools
which gave religious instruction to the children on
Sundays as early as 15689 in the 0ld Pilgrim Church at
Plymouth, Massachussetts, There were others such as
Dr, Belamy's school in Connecticut (174L0), one in
Hanover, Virginia in 1793 and one in New Jersey in 179l
miniaters of the Angllean Church regularly taught the
youth; but William Fox, a wealthy Baptist deacon of
London, England, launched a school for the study of the
Bible in 1783 which led to the development of the whole
modern Sunday School movement.« Although at first this
school met on week-days, only the Bible was taught = ex-
cept that those unable to read were given spelling books.
In 1785 the school began meeting only on Sundays and
thus became the first regular Sunday school in the world.

The firast general Sunday School organization in
Americe was called the "First~day"or Sunday School Society
and was established at Philadelphia-im 1791s 1In the
South little progress was made in the Sunday S8School

movement in the early daya.l& Bruington,; which was con=~

*%a11dredge, Southern Baptists Working Together, 119-121.
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sidered a very well orééﬁizéd church, reported a Sun-
day School in‘183qs In 1831'§non Church was organizsed
from a revival in a Sunday School; and in 1832 hsd a
Sunday School both in winter and in summer. In 1842
Providence Church reported & small Sabbath school, having
forty-five schéiars, not more than five of whom had any
other means of acquiring an eduaatien;lg - These early
Sunday Bchools were supposed to exist mainly for the
children, especlially the younger ones. Through these
Sunday Schools in the South, in Virginie, and in the
Rappahannock Aésociatien many received not only re-
liglous instruction but also were taught to read. These
little schools made the people hungry for more. In 1845
there were 68 Sunday Schools reporteé with an enrollment
of 27,92l ; in 1875 there were 5,085 Sunday Schools with
ancenrollment of 289,768 in the territory of the Southern
Bagti&ta,lé In the Rappsashannock Association report to
the Virginie Baptist Association, 1953, sixty-three
Sunday Schools were listed with an énrollment of 13;#?9&17

The s tory of the Baptiaﬁ Sunday School Board is one
of constant fluetuations, Sometimaalit worked as a sepa=~

rate organization, sometimes in conjunction with the Home

~T5McG111, Sketches, 52-55, 7L4=78, 83«8l.
léalldredga, Southern Baptists Working Together, 123.
l?Virginia Baptist Annual (Roanoke; 1953), 295.
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Mlssion Board, but its work persisted and gradually ]
each church had its Sunday School, as 8id Bruington,
Enon, and Providence Churches of the Rappshannock
Assoclation,
Baptist publications have a long and confused
history. fThe Massachussetis Baptist Mlssionary Maga-

zine; 1802 was among the first Baptist publications in
Americ&.ig

There were numevrous Bible Societles,; among them
the Virginia and Foreign Bible Bouciety of 1846~18[19,
whose purpose was to publlish translations of the Bible
and tracts to be distributed among the people of'fareign
lands, as well as smong the Indlan and foreign popula~-
tions of America. The widespread interest in the publi«~
catlon of the Biﬁle in other languages is attested by
the organigzation In Bruington Church; under the leader-
ship of Robert B, Semple, a Burman Bible and Educational
Society,; the purposé of which was to support the publi-
cation of the Blble in Burma end the distridbution of
religious tracts not only on the missien_fialds, but
at home too.

The Baptists of Virginia in 1828 founded their de=
nominational organ, The Relilgious Herald, which has had

’ 1ﬁMerr1am;'Aﬁﬁismbrx'of,Amarioan Baptist Missions, 6,
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continuous existence since that time and has wilelded a
tremendous influence on Baeptist life and growth in
Virginia, It becams the means of individuals expressing
th&ir‘viewa,,raaicalhér otherwise, and has enabled the
gapbists to become informed as to the policy of the
organizations and to cooperate better. Its pages con=
tain an interesting account of the 1ife and thought of
Baptists in Virginia, Dr. R«H. Pitt, a native of the
Rappahannock Assocciation, wéa an mutstan&ing editor of
this organ for a number of years.

In spite of the fact that the early ministers of
Virginia, such as Dutton Lane, Elijah Cralg, and Lewls
Craig were uneducated men, the Baptlsits showed an in-
terest In having educated men in their ministry, In
1783 or thereabouts; Counsellor Robert Gérter, a member.
of Bruington Ghurch; King and Qnsan County, at his own
expense sent yaung Henry Toler to Pennsylvania to be:
eduaated far thﬁ minisbry.lg Upon his return; Henry
Taler sarved.his commun}ty woll for many years.

Brown ﬁnivevsity, Rhode Island, was the first
Baptist educational institution in Amerlca. A4As early
as 1802 the Georgla Baptists were developing plans to
establish a system of Christian schools. In 1817 the

1Y
Tayl@r, Lives of Virginia Miniatarﬁ, 2nd ed.,
Series 1 snd 2, 300,
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Triennial Convention suthorized the establishment of
Columbian University at Washington, D.C. for the training
of young men for the miniatﬁngo This institution
thrived for a tims, and then became so burdensd with
debt that 1t was on the polnt. of belng abandoned.
Robert Semple was appointed to take it over and try to
establish it on a firmer foundation, but his death oc~-
curred before he was able to complete that task, (1827~
1831). %%

In 1826 Furman Academy was ‘established in South
Garolina, and in 1831 Furman University and the Woman's
College were established at Greenville, S.C,. Within
the next nine years after the establishment of Furman
Academy, seven other Baptist schools and colleges of
the South had thelr beginning, among them the Virglnia
Baptist Seminary at Richmond, later the University of
Richmond, in 1832.%22 Prom these early beginnings a
great number of schools of all kinds; universities,
colleges, academies, manual training schools, and mis+~
slon schools have appeared. As the Baptists graw in
numbers the need for education increased. 'Rappahannock

assumed her share in the development of this vast edu=-

.gﬁﬁenriam, A History of American Baptist Missions, 29,
2lpayior, Lives of Virginia Baptist Ministers, 2nd.

ed.; Series 1 and 2, 0. — =
zzklldredge, Southern Baptists Working Teogether,
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cational program through her gifts and through her two
men, Robert B. Semple and Robert Ryland, both of Bruing-
ton Church. As already mentioned, Robert Semple gave
the declining years. of his 1ife to Columbian University,
while Robert Ryland became the President of the Virginila
Baptist Zeminary at Riahmﬁnﬁ.

Although the Baptists met with opposition when they
entered the ten counties now comprising the Rappahannock
Baptist Association, they brought with them a zeal and
earnestness which stimulated thelr growth and expansion
within that territory until in thelr report to the
Virginia Baptist Assdciation for the'yaar,1953, they
listed sixty«four churches with a total membership of
11,4359, & phenomenal growth which has not been continuocus,
but which has inareéaea rapidly at times when revivals
swept through, then lagged for a period of yearsa.

The Baptists, considered a very backward people by
some, became a forward looking people in thelr extendd
interests. In spite of thelir insistence on a completely
democratic form of church organlzation in which each
church is an asutonomous unlt, the Baptists cooperated
within the Assoclation,, within the state, within the
nation until the slavery guestion divided them North and
S8outh. They have extended thelr Interests from the
neighboring community to the uttermost parts of the earth,
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Bibliographlcal Notes
The best index for finding material on Vipginig is

Barl Gregg Swem’s Virginia Historical Index, 2 Vols.
{Roanoke, 1934~1936),. These volumes are sn Index for

the Virginla Magazine of Hisbory and Blography, I-XXXVIII,

(1893-1930); Williem and Mary College Quarterly, 2nd
series, L-X (1921-1930); Tyler's Quarterly Historicel

and Gensalogical Magazine, =X (1919+1929); Virginia

Historical Reglster and ILiterary Advertiser, I-VI
(184,8-1853); W.W, Heningts Statutes at Large, a collec=

tion of all the laws of Virginia, I-XIII (1619~1792);
and other works, The Virginia Historical Index is

eapecinlly helpful in ssarching out cross references
in the magazines 1t covers. It ls thorough and easy teo
UBG 8

W.W. Hening's Btatubtes at Large i1s a collection of

all the laws of Virglihia, 1619-1792. Volume 1 conbains.
the laws which are the baeckground for the legal persew
cution of dissenters in Virginla.

The most valuable reference on the Raptists in.

Virginia is Robert Semple's A History of the Rise and

Progress of the Baptists in Virginla revised and ex~-

tended by the Reverend G.W. Beale. Almost all other
writers on the Baptists in Virginia guote from this

work or refer to 1t. The sarlier edition; prepared by
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by ¥r. &ampiaﬁwéan published iﬁ 1810, iik& PUPDOSE wWas
to preserve the record of the Baptists in Virginla. The
Reverend Mr. Beale's revision was published in 1894, With
tha'exeepmiagi§f the biographical skaﬁchﬁs.Whiah,a§§ear
In candensaﬁ‘f;ﬁm in the revigion, the latter ia a rew-
production of the Gr?giﬁal. The annotations aupplied
were designed to throw light on points in the narrative
which had become somewhat obscure, the other matter ad-
ded indinabés‘briafly‘the lineg of ﬁubs§queﬁt develop~
ment in the history of the Bap#iats' Mr. Semple and
M¥r, Beale trace the rise of the Baptists from the origin
of the saparate»ﬁgptiats in the New Light 8tir movement
of New ZEngland through the great revival of 1785-1762.
This general discussion is fpllowed by a history of
the avganiaaficg of the General Assoclation; the forma=
tion of the four subdivisions of the ass@giat;en* one
of whichwas the Dover Agsoclation from which the
Rappabannock Assoclation was later formed; e record
of some of the questions brought before the Assoclation,
waich in turmn &a_follawe@ by a brief sketoh of the a?ganxu
zation and history of the individuel churches within
each assoclation as they came into béing. These sketches
of these earlisst churches are the oldest extant record
of some of them sincé.fira haé destroyed éo mény of the
oldest records. The account of each ga&ﬁciati@n is pre=~
faced by a teble of statistics giving the name of the

ehurch, the year econstituted; the number of members at
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constitution, the present number (1910), and the
counties where thsy are located., The index 1n this
book was & great help in finding the exect material
needed for s discussion of the Wappaharnocy Baptlats.

Richard B. Coolt's mhe Story af bthe Baptlsts in all

Agon avﬁ aounhriaa gilves = ﬁenaral hiatorv of the,K Bapw )
tists, not going greatly into detaill nor glving many
bibliographical references. Chapter XIX is devoted
apecifically to the Baptists in Virginia. This account
is almost a condensatlion af'mr. Semple's fuller account.
It was useful in thils study for a comparison of detalls
in the account of the ‘coming of the Baptists into Virs-
ginia.

tandon C. Bellis The 0ld Free State glves & history

of the Aborigines of ILunenburg, some account of the
early ploneers, the first settlers, charescteristics of
the cocunty at the time of the flrst settlers, traces
the growth of the sectlon, the leglslative history,

ite original creatlon and its subdivision into ten
counties; a glimpse of early institutlions. the courts,
the vestries, the churches, and a deseription of thelr
offices and functions, Volume 1, chapter § is useful
in the study of the Baptists in Virginia. Again this
account was useful for comparison with Semple's account

of thes same material,
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James B. ?&yicr's Virginia Baptist Ministers,
Series I, went through two sdltions before 1t was
revised a third time and published in two volumes,

The first edibion gave blographies of nearly one hun~
dred ministers, The second edition was enlarged to
include foriy mores In the third edition the work was
divided into two volumes, the firﬂt ineluding the mini-
aters who had dled prior to the publishing of the second
edition; the second those who had dlsd between the publie
catlon of the second and third editions. These blogra=-
pbies werve gleaned from obituaries, private correppone

dence, the Belilglous Herald; and still the bilographies

are incomplete becsuse the material was so difficult
and not all the minlsters are ineluded because 1t was
Impoazible to get information on somes This series of
books glves the best available information on the mini=-
sters of the Baptists from 1706~185¢, Reverend George
Braxtan'?ﬁyla?, at the reguest of the General Associge
tion of Virginia, took up the task of complling the
blographies of the Baptist minlisters of Virginis, He
has published three additional series, the last of which
brings the blographies up through 1934, Mr; Taylor
also found 1t difficult %o make the list complete, but
the works of these two men are the best sgource of ine
formation on the Baptist Ministry that has yet been

prepared.
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Williem Catheart's The Daptist Encyclopedia, -a-

dictionary of the doctrines, ordinances, usages, and
confessions of faith; sufferings, labor, successes, and
general history of the Dapbist Denomination in all lands,
includes biographical sketches of distinguished american
and forslign Bapbistss William (athcart edited the work '
of many people who helped him gather masteriasl. Thers
are several volumes. Only one vclume was avalleble for
this study, This volume was useful in checklng some
biographical data qulcklye. It was useful in giving a
brief sccount of assocliatlonsg as the Lerm applisd to
Baptiste. Its alphabetical arrangement makes it easy

. to use. Sources of the information ¢ontalned in this
volume are not glvena

J.Da HeGillts Sketehes of History of the Baptlst

Churches Withln the Limits of the Rappehannock Assccia-

tion in Virginla was compiled by a comaitise of the

Associlation and edited by J.D¢ MeGill., The puvrpose of
this volume was to galher accounts of the churches be-~
fore the records or knowlsdge of the churches was losta
The accounts in this volume are brief, some of them like
Mr. Semple's., This 1s the best source of ithe history

of the churches, excepit thée reccerds of the individual
churches. Since many of these records have been lost or

burned, the account glven by Mr. Mc(ill and the account
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given by ir. Semple are the only extant information on
some of the churchea., This volume is an excellent J
sourcoe for dabta on the Eapt;st churches of the Rappa-
hannock Assoclations

Frank Adkins' Disciples and Baptists was useful

in the preparstion of this topic chilefly for the bio~
graphical data on ¥Mr., (ampbell given in the introduc-
tion. The book is deslgned to present the resemblances
and differences in bellel and practice of the Disciples
and Baptists.

W.H. Brown's The Rducation and Economic Development

ef the Negro in Virginle was used to get a secular ge~

count of the background for a study of the religious dew
velopment of the Negro. It contained a well written ac~

count of the sducation and economic status of the Negro,

Williem Meede's Old Churches, Mipisbers, and Fami-

lies cf Virginla and Jemnlng C, Wise's indag were used

in thils atudy'ehiefly.far the ldentification of certain
namess Bishop Meedets book 1s very interesting. It
gives an asccount of the o0ld churches, the vestry, the
minlsters, and others comnected with the Established
Church.

Charles L. Whita‘&_g.Centurg;pfﬁaiﬁh gave an In-

teresting account of the Home Misslon activities of the
American Baptists. It was used for s study of the ex«

tended interests of the Baptists.



" 115

Williem Henry  Blalir's The Temperance Movement

was referred to in gonnection with this study. for p
background material to supplement the source material
being used, It gave rather clesarly the information
needed.

Zdmund F. derriam®s A History of American Baptist

Missions gave an account of the Mission activities of

all the Baptists in the United States, whereas T.B.

Ray's Southern Baptist Mlssions stressed the Foreign
Mission nctivities of the Southern Baptists. Both
accounts were interesting., Mr. Ray's account of the
work prior to 1845 was more concise; Again,; these
volumes were used for backpground materisl.

Nary Bmily Wrightts The Misslonary Work of the

Southern Baptist Conventlion and ¥rs. H,M. Wharton's

Frults of the ¥Years were uged to gather background

materlal particularly on Home Missions and ﬁbman'a
Hissionary work, Miss Wrlight wrote more fully, but
Mrs. Wharton supplied some detallsz that were of es-
pecial interest in this study of the Rappahannock
Baptists,

E:P. Alldredge's Jouthern Baptlsts Working To-

gether was a clear; concise presentatlion of the ex«+
tended interests of the Southern Baptists. It was

prepared to Inform the Baptist people of the origin
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of these branches of their work in order to obtain thelr
cooperation in the support of them. This work was es=~
pecially useful in securing information on the topics:
Home Misslon, Poreign Missions, Education, Sunday School,
and Woman's Mlgsionary Union. This little volume conw
tains material on other topics and discusses these
mentioned much farther chronologically than was needed
for this study.

The Virginia Baptist Historical Soclety Library,
housed at the University « Riochmond, Richmond, Virginis,
contains the most extensive collection of source materials
aa woll as secondary materials on Virginla Baptists.

This materisl has been collected over a number of years,
It containa many of the extant church records; almost
all of the extant assoclatlional records; almost a com-
plete seriles of the Relligious Herald; e Baptist organ
in continuous publication since 1828; as well as a large
collsction of secondary materials.

The two articles from the Religious Herald were im-
portant to this study as i1llustrative material chiefly.
The articles were anonymous gnd expressed the views of
some persons of that era, They dld not necessarily ex-
press the views of the majority. The article "Dancing
Baptists in Our Times" more nearly expressed the views

of the majority then did the article "Shall We Smoke,"
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The Religious Herald contains many such artlcles on a
variety éf topics as well as historigal wmabterial of in-
terest to the Baptista.

The srticle, "HExcommunication, Virginia Style,"
in the South Atlantic Quarterly XL no, 3, July 1941 was

especially interesting in its style and handling of the
subject matter, The historical facts contained therein
are found in many other places; but are not so interes«
tingly presented.

The Virginis Baptist Annual, 1954 was referrsd to

in this study for comparative data only. It contains
much useful material for a contemporary account of Bap=
tist work in Virginis.

The references dlscussed thus far, with the execep~.
tion of Semple, MeGill, and Taylor, were used to obtaln
background material for the presentation of the source
material which was found in the manuscript church re-
cords, letters, snd minutes af‘thé pover and the Rappa-
hannock Associations, Thesse records contain a wealth
of material. Bruington; Lower King and Qneaﬁ, Morattico,
Union, Upper Hssex, Upper King and Queen, and Zoar re-
cords were used Iln this study becsuse they were among
the oldest records extant and because they were located
in feirly representative parts of the Assoeciation.

Morattlco is the oldest Baptist Church of the Northern
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Neck, the other churches represent three counties of
the counties on the south side of the Reppahannogk
River. The minutes avallable from the other churches
eontain approximately the sams ideas, with a few loocal
variations. ﬁ

in addition to the books oited and alrendy dlaw
cussed in detall, a mumber of other books were read

wholly or in part: Hollwaine's The Stpuggle of Prow

testant Dissenters fav'ﬂaggﬁ;qnakwwlﬁrati@a in Virglnia

and Thom's The Struggle for Religious Freedom in Virginie

present two phasea of the atruggle, while Bekenrodels
Seperation of Chupch and State in Virpinia discusses

the conclusion of the matters Brydon in Virginis's
Mother Church and ﬁ%@,ﬁﬁt&bl&ﬁh&ﬁ Ghurch in Virginiae

and the Revolution champloned the cause of the Hstab-

lished Chureh against all comewrs. To me ho seomed veory
partisan, as partisan as Little in his Imprisoned
Freaschers ond Religious Liberty in Virginias Each

presented his tople as though the other did not have
any foundation of truth in it. Echkenrode, Nellwalne,
and Thom presented the samoe ldsess Lrom almost the same
sources, but in a much more balanced mannsts

Pedis Brucels Institutional History of Virginia in

the Seventeenth Contury, Scciasl Iife in Virginia in the

Seventeenth Contury, and The Plantabtlon Negpo were read
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to get an understanding of the early background in.
Virginia, Robert Beverley's The History and the Pre-

gent State of Virginla along with Hugh Jonest! The

Present State of Virginie, Bussellts The Free Negro

in Virginia 1619-1865, and references looked up in

Willlem and Mery Quarterly and Tyler's Quarterly

Magazine gave m setting in which to place the pource
materials which were belng studied.
W.W, Sweet! Religion in Colonial America and his

The Story of Rellgion in America offered a general back-

ground in the field of rellgion comparable to the soclal
and institutional background galned from such men asg

Bruce, Beverly, and Jones. Howell in his The Early

Beptists of Virginis Jjoined with Little in presenting
a defense of the Raptlsts, especially their goclal
standing, their intolerance of & state church., Gewehp's

The Great Awskenling was not concerned wholly with the

Baptists, but he mentioned them incidentally in re=-
lation to the revival which swept the United Sbates
under the preaching of Wesley and Whitefield., Brydon
felt that he was partial to the Baptista?lespecially
in his presentation of the struggle with the Esteblished
Church in Virginia,

The references to the Quakers, Lloyd's Quaker
Soclal ﬂistary,1669~1738i_and Rufus Jones! The Quekers
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in the Americen Colonlies were exemined to get the Quaker

point of view and comments on the c¢ivil laws of Virginia
which restricted them in thelr sctivities in Virginie.
Alfred Bagby's book, King and Queen Qounty, was

read to get the local point of view concerning The
Established Church and its relation to the development
of . the Beptist churches in that area.

These gecondary references were interesting; but
served only as background material from which to get a
setting for the source material since the tople of this
study 1s very provincial and would not attract the notice
of a person who had not lived in the Rappshannock Assccia-
tion. Few of the Baptista of that area heve succeeded
in meking the headlines except among thelyr own denomina-

tion.



Year
1772
1772

1772

177h
177h
1775

1775

1778
1786
1789
1789

1790-

1790
1790
1801
180k
1807
1808
1812
1820
1828
1832
1837

4ppendlx A.

Chronclogical Table

Church
Glebe Lending

Lower Klng and Queen

Upper Dssex

~Piaﬁataway

Upper King and Queen
Exol (extinct)
Mathews

Morattico

. Nominl

Hanover
Hermitage

Gloucester

Bruington
‘Farnham

Abingdon {Union)
Wicomico (CQoan)
Peoroporone

Zoar

Popels (Oreelk
Round Hill
Mattaponi
Jerusalem

Menokin

County

‘Middlesex

King and Queen
Bssex
Essex

King énalanaen

King and Queen

Mathews'
Lana&gﬁéé
W@&tMQéaland
Eing George
Middlesex
Gloucester

Eing and Queen

Richmond

Gloucester
Korthumberland
King and Qﬁean
Middlesex
Westmoreland
King George
King and Queen
Richmond
Richmond

Foundex -
John Wallew
John Waller

Lewis Cralg
John Waller.

lewis Craig
John Waller
Ivison Iewls
Lewis Lunsford

Henry Toler

lewis Lunsford

James Bhackelford
John Waller
Ivizon Lewis
James Greenwood
James (reenwood
Ivison Lewls
Henry Toler
Bryant FPhlllps
Robert Ware

John Mullen



Yeuar
1839
1839
1840
1841
18l 2
18L2
1843
1843
18416
185l
1856
1856
1859
1871
1874
1874
1874
1875
1875
1875
1876
1877
1878
1878

Church
Providence
Rappahannock
Gibeon
Lébaﬁ@n
Olivet
Saluda {Clarkts Neck)
Ephesug
Pairfields
Corrotoman
Mount Zion
Howerton
Shiloh
Harmony Grove
Totusky
Gwynn
8pring Hill
Westville
Beale Memorial
Oak Grove

Potomsc

Welcome Grove
Providence
Bethany
Beulah

QCounty

Founder
Ggrmlin&

Riﬁhmmnﬁ

Northumberland

Lancaster

- King and Queen

Middlesex

Egsex
Northumberland
Lancaster
Bssex

Bsgex

King George
Middlesex
Richmond
Mathews
Mathews
Mathews

Hasex
Westmoreland
King George
Richmond
Northumberland
Richmond

Gloucestsr



Yoar
1881
1882
188l
1685
1886
1888
1888
1889
1890
1853
1895
1895
1897
1908
1612
1913
1915
1915
1921
1921

Church:
Pateworth
Gurrioman
Besulah
Oakland
Macedonla
Cobham Park
JUrbanna
Montague
Irvington
Norwood
Mountain View
#Wnite Stone
Colonial Bsach

- Pairportd
;ﬁiaybromk
Wicomico
Kilmarnock
Mooreland
Bmlithfield

Warsaw

‘Gloucester

3
County Founder
William E. Wlatt
Westmoreland
Westmoreland
King George
Mathews
Richmond
Middlesex
King George
Lancaster
Lancaster
King George
Lancanter
Westmoreland
Northumberland
'iancastar
Northumberland
Lanpaster
Northumberland
Richmond
Richmond



Appendlx B
Gnurech Qovenant of Zoar Chureh

Weo, whose names are hereuntc subjoinsd {Baptized
upon profession of falth, baving satisfectory knowlodge
of ong another, in regerd to our Christian eaxperience
and characteri and being persuvaded that 1t will 11
conduse to the Glory of God and our own spiritual
prosperilty; and therefors, that it iz both our duty
and our privilege to be formed into s Goszpel Churchi)
do resclve; in the fear of God and in the name of Jesus.
Christ, thus to unite ourselves together in one body,
upder one nead jointly o live and act as a churel aow
ﬁ@?ﬂiﬁg'%?'ﬁhﬁ apirdit and precept of the Gospel of
Christ. -

He owm and saknowledge the Holy Boriptures as the
conly standard by which all prinoiples and prastices
in religion are to bhe tried, and Jesus Christ as the
vanlﬁ saprens head snd law-glver of his church. e
desire threfore to suprrendsr ourgselves in Soul and
body, to him to his keeping, hls government and his
gervice; and to be gulded by the direstion of his Holy
Word; both in oup rax%h,an& practices as fer a8 we may
be able, aocording to the light affoprded us to ascere
tain his mind and wille 4nd with pespect Lo one another

wo . -do hereby Covenant and egree {ressrving to ourselves
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respectively the rights of conscience and Christian
lfbariy in general) that we will give ourselves
mubually to aaéh other ag members of the same body,
that we will endeavor to be subject one tc anothar in
the Lord; to bear esech others burdens; to promote, as
far as we may be able, each others well being, and to
unite our efforts In the common csuse of cur Lord and
Savior Jesgus Christ,

While thus we would devote ourselves Jjolntly and
severally, toc the name and the contrel of the Great
Eing in Zion, we implors hle condescending regard, in
the amcceptance of our persons and services, and his
efficacious grace, to gid us in the toils and dutles
of our earthly pilgrimage; and thus we may be blessed
of him, both in our individual and social éapacities;
and finelly, that we may exchange the Church Militant
for the Church Triumphant « to the praise of the glory

of god in Christ Jesus. Amsn.l

120&? Church Reéords.



Appendix €

Alexander Campbell of Bethany, Virginia (now Weskt
Virginia) was the rocognized founder and organizer of
the distinct body of religlous people who now call.
themselves "Digelples of Christ.," He sought to in-
stitute a reformation of primitive Christianity. He
was a Presbyterian, but when he rejected infant baptism
and adopted immersion, he sought conneetlon with the
Baptist denomination, which raesulted in widespread
distraction and dissension until in 1832 the Baptists
in Virginis withdrew fellowship from individuals and
churches holding hils views.

Prank Adkinsg. Dilsciples and Baptists, Fhiladelphias,
*1896 » 5“"'7 " . ' ) )

Andrew Broaddus felt that the great error in Wr.
Campbellts views lay in his interpretstion of the
meanling of baptism. Mr¢ Broaddus understood that
Mr. Caompbell believed there was the actual forglveness
of sins In Baptism, with which bellef Mr. Broaddus
heartily disagreed.

Taylor, Lives of Virginle Baptist Ministers, 250-251
‘ Becond Series. ~ . .




Appendix D

List of Churches and Their Membership as of 1849

Name of the church

Bruington
Clark's Heck
Enon {no record)
Bxol

Ebenegzer
Farnham

Gibeon

Glebe Landing
Hanover
Hermltage
Jerusalem
Lebanon

Lower King and Queen
Matbaponi
Menokin
Horattico
Nomini

Olivet
Plseataway
Pocorons
Petsworth
Fopets Creek
Providence
Rappahannock
Round H11l
Saint Stephens
Salem

Union

Upper King and Queen
Uppsr Essex
Zoar

Wicomico

Upper Zion

white
P12

e
61
109
265
183
10
120

b B

1l
178
30

11
5
200
15
27
259
222
ELS
202

membership
colored

300

.

120

"y

F

603

16¢
3

vl o "

262
€82
2?0
195

29
185

38

1186
11k
26

163

Total

512

237.

188
110
2l

868

352

140
258
123
%39

88
311
278

s

188
2o
65
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