
Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law

Volume 11 | Issue 2 Article 20

2003

Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian
Experience
Judith G. Greenberg

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl
Part of the Family Law Commons, and the Foreign Law Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington College of Law Journals & Law Reviews at Digital Commons @ American
University Washington College of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law by an authorized administrator
of Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law. For more information, please contact fbrown@wcl.american.edu.

Recommended Citation
Greenberg, Judith G. "Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience." American University Journal of Gender Social Policy and
Law 11, no. 2 (2003): 801-845.

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law

https://core.ac.uk/display/235405965?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/602?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1058?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:fbrown@wcl.american.edu


������������	
��� 
��������������

���

��
�
���
�
����������������
����
��
���� ���
����

!"�
����#����������∗


$%&'()*%+'$########################################################################################���

# ����,*-.&')$(���/0��$%+1�'2&3�4+'50$*0��&+6+$,5��,27 ##########��



# ����&'8506��$0���$9'&*060$%��/&')./�,��&+6+$,5�!)7%+*0
�����������37%06�$'%��&,+$0(�+$�%/0��3$,6+*7�'9��'607%+*�4+'50$*0###��:



# �&'8506��2'���&+6+$,5+;+$.�'$53��'2&3�4+'50$*0
����������
6<5+07�%/,%�'%/0&�	'&67�'9��'607%+*�4+'50$*0��.,+$7%
�����������'60$�,&0��**0<%,850#############################################################���

4# �&'8506��/&00��
(0$%+93+$.�%/0��=+5�	'&*0��0/+$(
�����������&+6+$,5��*%+=+%3 #######################################################################��>
4# ����&'8506�	')&���&+6+$,5��,2�+7�
$(+=+(),5+7%+*�+$��,%)&0#######��?
�'$*5)7+'$ ##########################################################################################�>�


�����"��
��

4+'50$*0�,6'$.� +$%+6,%07� +7� ,�6,@'&�<&'8506� +$� 
$(+,A� ,7� +%� +7� +$
%/0� &07%� '9� %/0� 2'&5(� +$*5)(+$.� %/0� "$+%0(� �%,%07#� � �$0� *'66'$
,<<&',*/� %'� %/+7�<&'8506�/,7�800$� %'� 5''-� %'� *&+6+$,5� 5,27#� ��/)7A
2'60$B7�,(='*,%07� +$�8'%/�%/0�"$+%0(��%,%07�,$(�
$(+,�/,=0�7')./%
50.+75,%+=0�,$(�<'5+*3�*/,$.07�%/,%�*&+6+$,5+;0�7)*/�=+'50$*0#� � 
$�%/0
"$+%0(��%,%07A�=+'5,%+'$7�'9�*+=+5�<&'%0*%+=0�'&(0&7�,&0�)7),553�*&+6+$,5
'990$707#���,$3�7%,%07�,$(�5'*,5+%+07�/,=0�,('<%0(�<'5+*+07�%/,%�*,55�9'&
6,$(,%'&3� ,&&07%� '9� 7<')7,5� ,8)70&7#

�
� � �&'70*)%'&7B� '99+*07� /,=0

                                                          
∗� �&'9077'&� '9� �,2A����� ����	�
� ��
���� ��� �	�#� � 
� 2')5(� 5+-0� %'� %/,$-� �)77055

�$.50&A��0$��&00$80&.A��,$@)��,&+-/A��+&=,��,<,7+A�,$(��/&+7%+$,��/0,�9'&�&0,(+$.
0,&5+0&�=0&7+'$7�'9�%/+7��&%+*50A� %/0���������	�
���
��������	�� 9'&�<&'=+(+$.�9+$,$*+,5
,77+7%,$*0�9'&�%/0�2&+%+$.�'9�%/0��&%+*50A��,&&3��%0,&$7�9'&�&070,&*/�,77+7%,$*0�,%�6,$3
*&)*+,5�6'60$%7A�,$(��+;��*/$0+(0&�9'&�/0&�<,%/18&0,-+$.�,$(�*'$%+$)+$.�2'&-�'$
8,%%0&0(�2'60$�%/,%�/05<0(�%'�*&0,%0�,�9+05(�2/0&0�$'$0�/,(�<&0=+')753�0C+7%0(#

�� ���� �+$(,� �#� �+557A� �������� ���� �������� �����	��� ������ 	�
� �
�� ��������� ��� ��	��
����� ������A� �������4#� �#� ��4#� 

�A� 

�� D�:::E� D&07<'$(+$.� <'7+%+=053� %'� 2'60$B7
,(='*,%07A�,%� 50,7%� 9+9%00$�7%,%07�,$(��,7/+$.%'$A��#�#A�/,=0�,('<%0(�6,$(,%'&3A�'&
5+6+%0(1(+7*&0%+'$� ,&&07%� <'5+*+07E#� � �,$(,%'&3� ,&&07%� <'5+*+07� 20&0� $'%� '$53� ,
&07<'$70� %'� 9&)7%&,%+'$� 2+%/� <'5+*0� '99+*0&7� 2/'� %&+=+,5+;0(� '&� +.$'&0(� ('607%+*
=+'50$*0A�8)%�,57'�,�60,$7�'9�(0%0&&+$.�('607%+*�,8)70&7�9&'6�*'66+%%+$.�$02�,*%7#

1

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

,('<%0(� H$'1(&'<I � <'5+*+07� %/,%� &0J)+&0� <&'70*)%+'$� '9� 7)*/� *,707
&0.,&(5077�'9�2/0%/0&�%/0�=+*%+6�2+7/07�%'�<)&7)0�@)(+*+,5�&05+09#

�
��	'&

%/0�<,7%�70=0&,5�30,&7A�7'60�'9�%/'70�6'7%�(0(+*,%0(�%'�+6<&'=+$.�%/0
5+=07�'9�8,%%0&0(�2'60$�/,=0�7%,&%0(�*&+%+*+;+$.A�,$(�0=0$�'<<'7+$.A
%/+7�/0,=3�&05+,$*0�'$�%/0�*&+6+$,5�737%06�%'�(0,5�2+%/�%/0�<&'8506�'9
+$%+6,%0�=+'50$*0#

�$0�*&+%+*+76�'9�%/0�+6<,*%�'9�*&+6+$,5+;,%+'$�+$�%/0�"$+%0(��%,%07
+$='5=07�%/0�<'%0$%+,5�&07)5%�'9�80$09+%7�%'�2/+%0A�6+((50�*5,77�2'60$
,%� %/0� 0C<0$70� '9� <''&0&� 2'60$� '9� *'5'&#

�
� � 	)&%/0&6'&0A

*&+6+$,5+;,%+'$�'9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� +$*&0,707� %/0�'<<'&%)$+%+07� 9'&
7%,%0� *'$%&'5� '=0&� %/0� 7,60�2'60$�2/'� ,&0� &')%+$053�6,&.+$,5+;0(
'$�,**')$%�'9�%/0+&�&,*0A�*5,77�'&�+66+.&,$%�7%,%)7#

>
���%/0&7A�*5,+6+$.

%/,%� 6,$(,%'&3� 7%,%0� +$%0&=0$%+'$� &+7-7� &0<5+*,%+$.� %/0� ,8)70� %/,%
=+*%+67�0C<0&+0$*0(�,%�%/0�/,$(7�'9�%/0+&�,8)70&7A�/,=0�*&+%+*+;0(�%/0
&05+,$*0�'$� *&+6+$,5� &060(+07� %'� ,((&077� %/0�<&'85067�'9� ('607%+*
=+'50$*0K�%/+7�%+60�/'20=0&A�%/0�,8)70�+7�,%�%/0�/,$(7�'9�%/0�7%,%0#



���55

'9� %/070� +$(+*,%0� %/,%�20A� ,7� ,(='*,%07�'9� =+*%+67� '9� +$%+6,%0� ,8)70A
6)7%�&0,77077�%/0�&05+,$*0�*)&&0$%53�<5,*0(�'$�*&+6+$,5�&060(+07#

?


$�
$(+,A�2'60$B7�,(='*,%07�7)**00(0(�+$�%/0��:��7�+$�.0%%+$.�%2'
+6<'&%,$%� 5,27� <,770(� %'� 6,-0� ,%� 50,7%� 7'60� 9'&67� '9� ('607%+*
=+'50$*0� *&+6+$,5#

L
� � �$� ,$,537+7� '9� /'2� %/070� 5,27� /,=0� 2'&-0(� +$

                                                          
�
��,%�

:#

�� ���� �
��,%�
?��D0C<5,+$+$.� %/,%�6,$(,%'&3�<&'70*)%+'$� +7�,�$,%)&,5�0C%0$7+'$
'9� 6,$(,%'&3� ,&&07%� ,$(� 2,7� *&0,%0(� %'� 7'5=0� %/0� <&'8506� '9� 8,%%0&0(� 2'60$B7
&05)*%,$*0�%'�%07%+93�,.,+$7%�%/0+&�8,%%0&0&7E#

�� ���� !,$055� �#� �*/6+(%� F� �,2&0$*0� �#� �/0&6,$A� !���� ������� !����� !�������
��������"A� �������������� ���� ������
�
��������������M� >�A� >:� D�=0� �#� �);,2,�F
�,&5��#� �);,2,� 0(7#A� �::?E� D7)..07%+$.� %/,%�6,$(,%'&3� ,&&07%� <'5+*+07�6,3� &0()*0
('607%+*�=+'50$*0�'=0&,55A�8)%�+$*&0,70�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�+%7�<''&07%�=+*%+67E#

>� ���� �'$$,� �'-0&A�#����� #������� 	�
� $�������� �	�� %������ ��� !�������� ��������
�	��� �� #�����	�� %� ���A� >� �"		#� ��
�#� �#� ��4#� ���A� ���� D����E� D&0*'.$+;+$.� %/,%
,5%/')./� %/0� <'5+*0A� ,7� ,.0$%7� '9� %/0� 7%,%0A� ,&0� &07<'$7+850� 9'&� <&'%0*%+$.� *+%+;0$7A
'9%0$�%/,%�&07<'$7+8+5+%3�+7�*,&&+0(�')%� +$�7)*/�,�2,3�%/,%� +%�&0+$9'&*07�(+7,(=,$%,.07
,5&0,(3�0C<0&+0$*0(�83�2'60$E#


� ���� �+557A� ��&�	�$'%0� �A� ,%� 

�� D<&'<'7+$.� %/,%� ,5%0&$,%0�60,7)&07�6)7%� 80
%,-0$�%'�<&'6'%0�&07<0*%9)5�&05,%+'$7/+<7�80%200$�8,%%0&0(�2'60$�,$(�7%,%0�,*%'&7
7'� %/,%� 6,$(,%'&3� 7%,%0� +$%0&=0$%+'$7� 2+55� $'%� &0<5+*,%0� %/0� 06'%+'$7� %/,%� ,&0
0$(06+*�%'�,8)7+=0�&05,%+'$7/+<7E#

?� ���� �����	���� !�		���� 	����A� ���B�� 
���#� �	� � !"��#A� ���� ��
�
���
���
��� �	
������
�� 4
�������� ����
���� ���� �
�
��� �� D�::?E� D(0*&3+$.� %/0� 5,*-� '9� &05+,850
06<+&+*,5�7%)(+07�'9�%/0�0990*%7�'9�)7+$.�*&+6+$,5�5,2�%'�*'68,%�('607%+*�=+'50$*0EA�	�
/%%<���222#$*@&7#'&.�%C%9+507�*&+6('6#%C%#

L� ��������	�$'%07��L1���,$(�,**'6<,$3+$.�%0C%#���'%/�70*%+'$7���>��,$(�>:���'9
%/0�
$(+,$��0$,5��'(0�9'*)7�'$�('2&3�=+'50$*0#���
����/0$�70*%+'$���>��2,7�<,770(A
70*%+'$������'9�%/0�
$(+,$��=+(0$*0��'(0�2,7�,57'�0$,*%0(A�*&0,%+$.�,�<&07)6<%+'$
%/,%� ,�(0,%/�)$(0&�*0&%,+$�*+&*)67%,$*07� +7� ,�('2&3�(0,%/#� � �
�� ��'%/� 7%,%)%07� '$53
,((&077� 6,&+%,5� =+'50$*0K� ,**'&(+$.53A� %/+7� ,&%+*50� ,57'� 9'*)707� 7'5053� '$� 6,&+%,5
=+'50$*0#� � �/+7� �&%+*50� ('07� $'%� (0$3� %/0� 0C+7%0$*0� '9� 0+%/0&� /0%0&'70C),5� '&
/'6'70C),5� $'$16,&+%,5� *')<507B� =+'50$*0� +$� 
$(+,#� � �'20=0&A� 7)*/� $'$16,&+%,5

2

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ���

<&,*%+*0� ,$(� /'2� %/03� /,=0� 800$� )$(0&7%''(� &0=0,57� ,((+%+'$,5
<&'85067�2+%/�%/0�7%&,%0.3�'9�&053+$.�'$�*&+6+$,5�5,2�%'�-00<�2'60$
7,90� 9&'6� +$%+6,%0� ,8)70#� � �/070� %2'� 
$(+,$� 7%,%)%07� /,=0� 800$
<&'8506,%+*�+$�9')&�(+7%+$*%A�30%�&05,%0(A�2,37#��	+&7%A�%/03�07%,85+7/0(
7%,%)%'&3�0$9'&*060$%�2+%/+$�%/0�*&+6+$,5�@)7%+*0�737%06#���/0�,*%'&7
2+%/+$�%/0�
$(+,$�*&+6+$,5�@)7%+*0�737%06A�5+-0�%/'70�+$�*&+6+$,5�@)7%+*0
,.0$*+07� 2'&5(2+(0A� ,&0� $'%� %&,+$0(� %'� &0*'.$+;0� '&� 80� *'$*0&$0(
2+%/�('607%+*�=+'50$*0#

�
� ��&,(+%+'$,553A� +%�/,7�$'%�800$�<,&%�'9� %/0+&

,.0$(,#� � �7� ,� &07)5%A� *')&%7A� <'5+*0� ,$(�'%/0&� ,*%'&7�/,=0� ,� (+7%+$*%
%0$(0$*3� %'� $,&&'2� %/0� <)&=+02� '9� %/0� 7%,%)%07� ,$(� ,%%06<%� %'
&0*'$*+50� 7)*/� <&,*%+*0� )$(0&� %/0� 7%,%)%07� 2+%/� %/0� (06,$(7� '9
('6+$,$%�+$7%+%)%+'$7#

�0*'$(A�*&+6+$,5�5,2�(0*5,&07�7'60�*'$()*%�2&'$.�2+%/')%�6,-+$.
,$3� $'&6,%+=0� 7%,%060$%� ,8')%� '%/0&� &05,%0(� 9'&67#� � 
$� 
$(+,A
*&+6+$,5�5,2�/,7�7+$.50(�')%�('2&3�=+'50$*0�,7�%/0�'990$(+$.�9'&6�'9
=+'50$*0#

:
� ��'$70J)0$%53A� %/0� %2'�,$%+1('607%+*�=+'50$*0� 5,27�<,770(

+$�%/0��:��7�9'*)7�<&+6,&+53�'$�('2&3�=+'50$*0�,$(�7,3�&05,%+=053�5+%%50
+$�*'$(06$,%+'$�'9�'%/0&� 9'&67�'9�('607%+*� =+'50$*0#

��
� ��/0&09'&0A

%/0� <'5+*0A� *')&%7� ,$(� 7'*+0%3� 6,3� 9+$(� '%/0&� 9'&67� '9� +$%+6,%0
=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�2'60$� %'� 80� 5077�'8@0*%+'$,850� '&� 0=0$� 50.+%+6,%0#
�'60$�2/'�,&0�%/0�=+*%+67�'9�$'$1('2&3�9'&67�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0
,&0� 5+-053� %'� 80� (+7*')&,.0(� 9&'6� <)&7)+$.� ,*%+'$7� ,.,+$7%� %/0+&
,8)70&7#

�/+&(A� %/0� 5+$07�80%200$� 50.+%+6,%0�,$(�*&+6+$,5�*'$()*%�80.� 9'&
0C<5,$,%+'$7#� � �/0� 9,+5)&0� %'� <5,*0� *&+6+$,5� 7,$*%+'$7� '$� =+'50$*0
,.,+$7%�2'60$�+$�%/0�5,&.0&�*'$%0C%�'9�2'60$B7�7)8'&(+$,%+'$�6,-07
+%�(+99+*)5%�%'�7)7%,+$�%/0�&09'&6+7%�+(0'5'.3�%/,%�+$+%+,553�.0$0&,%0(�%/0
5,27#

��
� � 
$7%0,(� '9� 80+$.� 700$� ,7� 5,27� %/,%� 20&0� 0$,*%0(� %'� 9+./%

2'60$B7� 7)8'&(+$,%+'$�+$� 
$(+,A� %/0�0=+5�,%�2/+*/� %/03�,&0�,+60(� +7
=,&+')753� &0(07*&+80(� ,7� 0+%/0&� *'5'$+,5+76� '&� 7*/06+$.�6'%/0&71+$1
5,2#� ��'%/�'9� %/070� ,&0�/+7%'&+*�8''.0360$�D'&�2'60$E� +$�6'(0&$

                                                          
9,6+5+,5� 70%%+$.7�,&0� 7'� 9,&� 9&'6�%/0�,**0<%0(�$'&6� +$� 
$(+,� %/,%� 7)*/� =+'50$*0�/,7
$'%�30%�800$�7)99+*+0$%53�(+7*)770(�+$�5+%0&,%)&0�,8')%�+$%+6,%0�=+'50$*0#

�� ���������B����"�
���"�
�A������
���
�"����	����
�����
�����A�������������
������
�� 4
������� 
�� 
��
��� �� ��"��� 
�� ������������ ���� ������� �������� �
D�:::E� G/0&0+$,9%0&����������� ���������
��4
������� 
�� 
��
�N� D<'+$%+$.� ')%� %/,%
%/0�7%,%0�+7�&05)*%,$%�%'�+$%0&90&0�+$�<&+=,%0�6,%%0&7�80*,)70�%&,(+%+'$,553�+%�/,7�800$
&07<'$7+850�9'&�6'$+%'&+$.�'$53�<)85+*�,*%7�'9�2&'$.('+$.E#

:� �����/0��'2&3��&'/+8+%+'$��*%�D
$(+,E�D�:?�E�D+6<&+7'$+$.�,$(�'&�9+$+$.�,
<0&7'$�9'&�.+=+$.�'&�%,-+$.�('2&3E#

��� ��������	�$'%07��L1��A�L��D7)66,&+;+$.�
$(+,$��0$,5��'(0�OO���>��,$(�>:��E#

��� ������
��������#������
���A����������������F�	��
�
���������
������1��
D����E�D,&.)+$.�%/,%�)$%+5�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�+7�5+$-0(�%'�.0$(0&�&'507�,$(�+$0J),5+%3A
5+%%50�2+55�*/,$.0E#

3

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��> !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����


$(+,#� � �$0� 0990*%� '9� 85,6+$.� ('2&3� =+'50$*0� '$� *'5'$+,5+76� '&
6'%/0&71+$15,2� +7� %/,%� %/0� ,%%0$%+'$� +7� (+7<5,*0(� 9&'6� 6,50
('6+$,$*0�,$(�*'$%&'5�,7�%/0�6'%+=0�9'&�%/0�=+'50$*0#

	+$,553A�%/0�)70�'9�*&+6+$,5�5,2�06</,7+;07� +$(+=+(),5A�&,%/0&�%/,$
737%06+*A� &07<'$7+8+5+%3� 9'&� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0#� ��/+7� 06</,7+7�6+./%
7006�*')$%0&+$%)+%+=0�80*,)70�(0*5,&+$.�,�<,&%+*)5,&�9'&6�'9�*'$()*%
*&+6+$,5�*,$�80�)$(0&7%''(�,7�,�7%,%060$%�%/,%�,�7+.$+9+*,$%�70.60$%
'9� 7'*+0%3� '<<'707� 7)*/� *'$()*%� ,$(� 805+0=07� %/,%� 7'*+,5� &07')&*07
7/')5(� 80� )70(� %'� <&0=0$%� +%#

��
� ��'20=0&A� ,%� ,�6'&0� <&,*%+*,5A� $'$1

+(0'5'.+*,5� 50=05A� *&+6+$,5� 7%,%)%07� 9'*)7� '$� %/0� +$@)&3� ('$0� 83� '$0
,8)70&A�)7),553� %/0�/)78,$(�'&�/+7� 9,6+53A� %'�'$0�=+*%+6#� � 
$(+=+(),5
2'60$�6)7%�<50,(�%/0+&�*,707�'$�%/0+&�'2$#���/0&0�+7�$'�60*/,$+76
2+%/+$� %/0� *&+6+$,5� 5,2� 737%06� 9'&� ,..&0.,%+$.� %/070� *,707� ,$(
8&+$.+$.� ,� H *5,77� ,*%+'$#I � � �&+6+$,5� 5,27� ('� $'%� <5,*0� +$%+6,%0
=+'50$*0�+$�,�7'*+,5�*'$%0C%�2/0&083�2'60$B7� 5+=07�,&0�7)8'&(+$,%0(
%'�60$B7� ,$(�2/0&083� %/0� =+'50$*0� *,$� '**)&� '&� *'$%+$)0� 80*,)70
2'60$� /,=0� =0&3� 902� ,5%0&$,%+=07� %'� 5+90� 2+%/� %/0+&� /)78,$(7#
�5%/')./�%/0�=+'50$*0�2')5(�$'%�/,=0�800$�6,(0�*&+6+$,5� +9� +%�/,(
$'%�800$�*'66)$,553� +(0$%+9+0(�,7�,�2&'$.A�%/0�9'*)7�'$�+$(+=+(),5
*,707�,$(�5'2�*'$=+*%+'$�&,%07�+$�%/070�*,707�)$(0&*)%7�%/+7�6077,.0#


$�7/'&%A�%/0�,$%+1('2&3�*&+6+$,5�7%,%)%07A�0$,*%0(�+$�%/0��:��7�2+%/
%/0� 7)<<'&%� '9� 2'60$B7� ,(='*,%07A� /,=0� $'%� <&'=+(0(� ,� (&,6,%+*
<&'%0*%+=0� 0990*%#� � 
$7%0,(A� %/03� /,=0� 800$� +6<5060$%0(� $,&&'253#
�/0� )$(0&53+$.� <&'8506� /,7� 800$� &0+$%0&<&0%0(� %'� 6,+$%,+$
*'$7+7%0$*3�2+%/�('6+$,$%�+$7%+%)%+'$,5�,$(�+(0'5'.+*,5�$'&67#� ��/0
&07)5%� +7� %'�(0106</,7+;0� %/0� 737%06+*� 7)8'&(+$,%+'$�'9�2'60$� %/,%
2,7� ,%� %/0� &''%� '9� %/0�'&+.+$,5� ,%%,*-�'$�('2&3� =+'50$*0#� � �5%/')./
%/+7� 6,3� .0$0&,553� 80� ,� <&'8506� '9� 50.,5� &09'&6+7%� 099'&%7A� +%� +7
07<0*+,553�,�<&'8506�'9�&05+,$*0�'$�*&+6+$,5�5,2�2/0&0�20�6)7%�&053
'$�0$9'&*060$%�83�,�5+6+%0(�*,7%�'9�8'%/�%/0�7<0*+,5+;0(�+$7%+%)%+'$,5
,*%'&7�,$(�<&00C+7%+$.�737%067�'9�*&+6+$,5�@)7%+*0#���'�%/0�0C%0$%�%/,%
5,2�+7�%'�<5,3�,�&'50�+$�06,$*+<,%+$.�2'60$A�%/0�0C<0&+0$*0�+$�
$(+,
+$(+*,%07� %/,%� 20� 7/')5(� 0$5,&.0� %/0� ,&&,3� '9� 50.,5� &060(+07� %'
+$*5)(0� *+=+5� &060(+07#� � �J),553� +6<'&%,$%A� +%� 7/'27� %/0� $00(� %'
0()*,%0� %/0� +$7%+%)%+'$,5� <5,30&7� +$='5=0(� +$� %/0� *&+6+$,5� @)7%+*0
737%06�,$(�%'�&07+7%�0C<5,$,%'&3�737%067� %/,%�&0<'7+%+'$� %/0�=+'50$*0
+$� 2,37� *'$7+7%0$%� 2+%/� *'$%+$)0(� 6,50� ('6+$,$*0� ,$(
7)8'&(+$,%+'$�'9�2'60$#

                                                          
��� �����,$��#��,/,$A�'
���������������������!���������A��������4#��#���4#�>��A�>�>1

�L� D�:::E� D0C<5,+$+$.� %/,%� *&+6+$,5� 5,2� &0950*%7� (00<53� /05(� *'66+%60$%7� %/,%
(09+$0�'$0B7�<'5+%+*,5�*'66)$+%3E#

4

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��



# �������"�����������
1������4
���������
�
��������

�/0� 6'(0&$� 2'60$B7� 6'=060$%� +$� 
$(+,� %''-� &''%� +$� %/0� 5,%0
�:?�7� ,$(� 0,&53� �:L�7� 2+%/� %/0� 0*'$'6+*� (+75'*,%+'$7� *,)70(� 83
70=0&0� (&')./%A� %/0� �,$.5,(07/+� 2,&� ,$(� ����1+$()*0(� +$95,%+'$#
�/070� <&'85067A� %'.0%/0&� 2+%/� *5,+67� '9� <'5+%+*,5� *'&&)<%+'$A
<&0*+<+%,%0(� 2+(07<&0,(� (06'$7%&,%+'$7� ,.,+$7%� %/0� .'=0&$60$%� +$
�:L>�,$(��:L
�+$�%/0�207%0&$�7%,%0�'9��)@,&,%�,$(�%/0�$'&%/0&$�7%,%0
'9��+@,&#���/0$A�+$�!)$0�'9��:L
A�,�*')&%�9')$(��&+60��+$+7%0&�
$(+&,
�,$(/+� .)+5%3� '9� *'&&)<%+'$� +$� *'$$0*%+'$� 2+%/� %/0� �:L�
�,&5+,60$%,&3� 050*%+'$7A� 7/0� (0*5,&0(� ,� $,%+'$,5� 060&.0$*3
DH�60&.0$*3I E#

��

�=0&�%/0�%20$%31'$0�6'$%/7�'9�%/0��60&.0$*3A�6'&0�%/,$����A���
<0'<50� 20&0� ,&&07%0(� ,$(� +6<&+7'$0(� 2+%/')%� %&+,5#� � �,&5+,60$%
<,770(�,�*'$7%+%)%+'$,5�,60$(60$%�%/,%�<0&6+%%0(�%/0�.'=0&$60$%�%'
7)7<0$(�*+=+5�5+80&%+07�,$(�%/,%�&0()*0(�%/0�*')&%7B�<'20&�'9�@)(+*+,5
&0=+02#��	&00('6�'9�%/0�<&077�2,7�'$0�'9�%/0�*+=+5� 5+80&%+07�&07%&+*%0(
()&+$.�%/+7�<0&+'(#���$0�&07)5%�'9�%/0��60&.0$*3�2,7�%/,%�*'$()*%+$.
$'&6,5� <'5+%+*,5� (+7*')&70� 2,7� 0C%&06053� (+99+*)5%A� 2/+50� 6'=060$%
<'5+%+*7�*')5(�95')&+7/#

�>

�'%/�%/0�)$(0&53+$.�0*'$'6+*�<&'85067�,$(�%/0�(0*5,&,%+'$�'9�%/0
�60&.0$*3� *'$%&+8)%0(� %'� %/0� .&'2%/� '9� 2'60$B7� ,*%+=+76#

�

� � �/0

(&')./%A� 2,&� ,$(� +$95,%+'$� &07)5%0(� +$� 7+.$+9+*,$%� +$*&0,707� +$� %/0
<&+*07� '9� 0=0&3(,3� .''(7� 5+-0� 9''(� ,$(� *5'%/+$.#� � �/070� <&+*0
+$*&0,707� 6'7%53� ,990*%0(� %/0� 5+=07� '9� 2'60$A� 2/'� ,&0� )7),553� +$
*/,&.0�'9�%/0�<&'=+7+'$�'9�%/070�*'66'(+%+07�9'&�%/0+&�9,6+5+07#���/0
�$%+1�&+*01�+70��'=060$%�'9�%/0�0,&53��:L�7�*&0,%0(�%/0�'<<'&%)$+%3
9'&�2'60$� %'�8)+5(�*',5+%+'$7�,$(�'&.,$+;0�,&')$(�,� 70%�'9� +77)07#

�?

�/0�6'=060$%�'&+.+$,%0(�+$��)68,+A�8)%�7<&0,(�9&'6�%/0&0�%'�'%/0&

                                                          
��� ���� ����
�� !#� ������A� ������� ������������� ������ ���� ��4�����

���
�
���
��
��
���
1���D�::�E#

�>� ���� �
�� ,%� ��1�L� D7%,%+$.� %/,%� ,%� %/0� 0$(� '9� %/0� �60&.0$*3A� %/0&0� 2,7� ,$
0C<5'7+'$� '9� $02� 6'=060$%7� (0(+*,%0(� %'� ,*/+0=0� /)6,$� &+./%7� ,$(� 0*'$'6+*
<&'.&077E#

�
� ���� �
�� ,%� >:� D0C<5,+$+$.� /'2� +$%0&$,%+'$,5� 906+$+76� 6,3� ,57'� /,=0
0$*')&,.0(� %/0�(0=05'<60$%�'9� %/0�2'60$B7�6'=060$%� +$� 
$(+,�,%� %/+7� %+60E#� � 
$
�:?LA�%/0�"#�#�,('<%0(�%/0�!���	�	���������
��������	������������$��������!��������	����
��	�����(����A� 2/+*/� *,550(� 9'&�60680&� 7%,%07� %'� 7)86+%� &0<'&%7� '$� %/0� 7%,%)7� '9
2'60$� +$� %/0+&� '2$� *')$%&+07#� � �
�� � �/0� 
$(+,$� .'=0&$60$%� &050,70(� +%7� &0<'&%A
'��	�
��)�	����A�+$��:L�#���
����/0�&0<'&%�+55)6+$,%0(�%/0�<''&�*'$(+%+'$7�'9�2'60$
+$�
$(+,�2+%/�&0.,&(�%'�0*'$'6+*7A�0()*,%+'$A�9,6+53�,$(�50.,5�&+./%7�,$(�/05<0(�%/0
6'&0�0()*,%0(�,$(�<'5+%+*+;0(�
$(+,$7�%'�700�%/,%�7'60%/+$.�$00(0(�%'�80�('$0�%'
,*/+0=0�9)55�0J),5+%3�+$�
$(+,$�7'*+0%3#���
�

�?� ���� ������A� ��&�	� $'%0� ��A� ,%� >L� D0C<5,+$+$.� %/,%� %/0� �$%+1�&+*01�+70
�'=060$%� 2,7� ,� .0$(0&0(� &07<'$70� %'� %/0� (0*5+$0� '9� %/0� *')$%&3B7� 0*'$'6+*
*'$(+%+'$E#

5

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��? !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

)&8,$�,&0,7A�+$*5)(+$.��02��05/+#
�L
� �
%�+7�*50,&�9&'6�%/0�9'&6�'9�%/0

(06'$7%&,%+'$7� %/,%� %/03� 20&0� '&.,$+;0(� 83� 2'60$� 2+%/� 2'60$B7
*'$*0&$7� +$�6+$(#� � 
$�'$0�6,&*/A�,� %/')7,$(�2'60$�*,&&+0(� 76,55
7%'=07� %'� &0<&070$%� %/0+&� $00(� 9'&� 9''(K� +$� ,$'%/0&� %/03� 8,$.0(
2''(0$� 7<''$7� '$� 60%,5� <5,%07K� +$� 30%� ,� %/+&(A� ��A���� 2'60$
6,&*/0(� %/&')./� %/0� 7%&00%7� '9� �)68,+� 7/,-+$.� 2''(0$� &'55+$.
<+$7#

��

!)7%�,7�2'60$�20&0�80.+$$+$.� %'�'&.,$+;0�,&')$(�%/+7�$02�70%�'9
+77)07� ,$(� *&0,%0� $02� *',5+%+'$7A��,$(/+� (0*5,&0(� %/0� �60&.0$*3#

�:

�/+7� 9'&0*5'70(� $'&6,5� <'5+%+*,5� (08,%0� ,$(� <,&%3� <'5+%+*7#� � �/0
*0$7'&7/+<� 6,(0� *&+%+*+76� '9� %/0� .'=0&$60$%� 0C%&06053� (+99+*)5%A
,5%/')./� %/0� �60&.0$*3� +%7059� /0+./%0$0(� *'$*0&$� ,8')%� /)6,$
&+./%7#

��
� � �075+0� �,56,$A� ,� <'5+%+*,5� 7*+0$%+7%� 2/'� 7%)(+07� 2'60$� +$


$(+,A�7<0*)5,%07A�H ,7�,�&07)5%A�('2&3�(0,%/7�80*,60�,� %'<+*�'9�<&077
*'=0&,.0K� /)6,$� &+./%7� ,8)707� *')5(� 80� *'=0&0(� +9� %/03� 20&0� $'%
0C<5+*+%53�*'$*0&$0(�2+%/�.'=0&$60$%#I

��
�� 
&'$+*,553A� %/0$A� +%�2,7�%/0

H<&+=,%0I �$,%)&0�'9�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�2'60$�%/,%�,55'20(�+%�%'�6'=0�%'
%/0�9'&09&'$%�'9�%/0�$,%+'$B7�*'$7*+')7$077#

�3� %/0�6+(1�:��7A� 
$(+,$� $027<,<0&7� ,$(� 906+$+7%� @')&$,57� 20&0
9)55� '9� 7%'&+07� 7+6+5,&� %'� %/,%� '9� �/,-)$%,5,� �&'&,A� ,� 50*%)&0&� ,%� ,
2'60$B7�*'550.0#� ��%� %/0� %+60�'9�/0&�6,&&+,.0A�/0&� 9)%)&0�/)78,$(
+$7+7%0(�'$�&0*0+=+$.�,�<&070$%�'9�,�7*'%%0&�,7�,�('2&3#��
9�/0&�<,&0$%7
(+(�$'%�*'6<53A�%/0�20((+$.�2')5(�80�*,$*0550(#���0*,)70�,�20((+$.
*,$*055,%+'$� 2')5(� 80� ,� %&060$(')7� 068,&&,7760$%� 9'&� �&'&,B7
9,6+53A� /0&�<,&0$%7�60%�/+7� (06,$(7#� ��'20=0&A� ,9%0&� %/0�20((+$.A
/0&�/)78,$(�6,(0�6'&0�(06,$(7�9'&�6'$03�,$(�%/&0,%0$0(�%'�80,%
�&'&,� +9� 7/0� 9,+50(� %'� <&'*)&0� %/0� 6'$03� 9&'6� /0&� <,&0$%7#� � �/0
0$7)+$.�,8)70�2,7�$'%�'$53�</37+*,5K�+%�0C%0$(0(�%'�'%/0&�,&0,7�'9�/0&
5+90#���5%/')./�7/0�2,7�06<5'30(A�/0�,55'20(�/0&�'$53�,�76,55�,6')$%
'9� 7<0$(+$.�6'$03#� � �=0&� %+60A� /+7� =+'50$*0� %'2,&(� /0&� 07*,5,%0(#
	'&� +$7%,$*0A� 2/0$� 7/0� 2,7� <&0.$,$%� 2+%/� %/0+&� 70*'$(� */+5(A� /0
-+*-0(� /0&� +$� %/0� 7%'6,*/#� � �/'&%53� ,9%0&� /0&� (05+=0&3� =+,� *07,&0,$
70*%+'$A�/0�80,%�/0&�2/+50�7/0�2,7�/'5(+$.�%/0�8,83#���2'�(,37�809'&0
/0&� (0,%/A� '7%0$7+853� 80*,)70� 7/0� /,(� 9,+50(� '$*0� ,.,+$� %'� .0%

                                                          
�L� �����
��D(0%,+5+$.�%/0�2+(07<&0,(�0990*%�'9�%/0��$%+1�&+*01�+70��'=060$%E#

��� �����
��,%�>L1>�#

�:� ���� �
�� ,%� ��� DJ)'%+$.��,$(/+B7� &0,7'$7� 9'&� +77)+$.� ,� $,%+'$,5� �60&.0$*3E#
�,$(/+� *5,+60(� %/,%� ,� H (00<� ,$(�2+(07<&0,(� *'$7<+&,*3�#�#�#� G/,(N� 800$� 8&02+$.I
7+$*0� %/0� +$%&'()*%+'$�'9� H *0&%,+$�<&'.&077+=0�60,7)&07� '9� 80$09+%� %'� %/0� *'66'$
6,$�,$(�2'6,$#I ���
�

��� �
��,%�?��D7)..07%+$.�%/,%�*0$7'&7/+<�*'$%&+8)%0(�%'�%/0�(0=05'<+$.�')%&,.0�'9
H ('2&3�6)&(0&I E#

��� �
�

6

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��L

,((+%+'$,5�6'$03�9&'6�/0&�6'%/0&A�/0�80,%�/0&�,.,+$�,$(�<&0=0$%0(
/0&�9&'6�,%%0$(+$.�/0&�8&'%/0&B7�6,&&+,.0#��"5%+6,%053A�/0&�/)78,$(
8)&$0(��&'&,�%'�(0,%/�+$�,�%3<0�'9�9+&0�'9%0$�70%�83�/)78,$(7�%'�&+(
%/06705=07�'9�)$2,$%0(�2+=07#

��

�7�,�&07)5%�'9�7%'&+07�5+-0��&'&,B7A�'$0�'9�%/0�<5,*07�%/,%�%/0�$02531
0$0&.+;0(� 2'60$B7� 6'=060$%� (+&0*%0(� +%7� ,%%0$%+'$� 2,7� %'2,&(
('2&318,70(� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� 2+=07#� � �$0� 50,(+$.� 2'60$B7
'&.,$+;,%+'$A� %/0� *''<0&,%+=0� %/,%� <)85+7/07� %/0� 2'60$B7� @')&$,5
*	���
�A� +$+%+,%0(� ,� 8'3*'%%� '9� ('2&3� 20((+$.7A� +$� /'<07� %/,%� %/+7
%&0$(� 2')5(� 6,-0� ('2&3� 5077� 7'*+,553� ,**0<%,850#

��
� � �%/0&

'&.,$+;,%+'$7�)70(�6,77�(06'$7%&,%+'$7�+$�9&'$%�'9�,8)70&7B�/'607�+$
,$� 099'&%� %'� 7/,60� %/06� +$%'� 9'&0720,&+$.� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� %/0+&
2+=07#

�>
� � �7� <,&%� '9� %/0+&� *,6<,+.$� ,.,+$7%� ('2&31+$()*0(� =+'50$*0A

2'60$B7�'&.,$+;,%+'$7�,57'�,&.)0(�+$�9,='&�'9�6,-+$.�7)*/�=+'50$*0
*&+6+$,5#

�


�/0�5'883+$.�'9�2'60$B7�.&')<7�/05<0(�<&'6<%�%/0�<,77,.0�'9�%2'
+6<'&%,$%�<+0*07�'9�50.+75,%+'$�+$�%/0�6+(1�:��7#���'$7+7%0$%�2+%/�%/0
<)85+*� 9'*)7� '9� %/0� %+60A� 8'%/� 7<0*+9+*,553� <&'/+8+%� ('2&3� =+'50$*0A
,5%/')./� %/0� �:��� 7%,%)%0A� *'55'J)+,553� -$'2$� ,7� %/0� H�$%+1�&)05%3I
7%,%)%0� '&� 70*%+'$� >:��� '9� %/0� 
$(+,$� �0$,5� �'(0� DH 
��IEA� ,57'
+$*5)(07� 2+%/+$� +%7� %0&67� '%/0&� 9'&67� '9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0#

�?
� � �/0

�:���7%,%)%0�*&+6+$,5+;0(�%/0�,*%�'9�*&)05%3�%'2,&(�,�2+90#��
%�<&'=+(0(
%/,%�+9�,�/)78,$(�'&�/+7�&05,%+=07�7)8@0*%0(�/+7�2+90�%'�H *&)05%3AI �/0�'&

                                                          
��� �������������
�!��A�������"��A�
��
�K��������A���
���A����������D5,7%�=+7+%0(

�<&#� >A� ����E� D&0*')$%+$.� %/0� 7%'&3� '9� ,� 6)&(0&0(� 2+90� 2/'� 9,*0(� ('2&3
/,&,7760$%EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���0$(,8)70#'&.�<&'.&,67�(+7<5,3#</<�M�'*
�P���K
����	�����00<%+A�(���������������*�����+����	�����!�����!�	�
,����
����������	���������

��
��������B��4�
����	����*��-�������A�����D�,(/)��+7/2,&�F��)%/�4,$+%,�0(7#A
�:�>E�D(07*&+8+$.�%/0�7,60�7%'&3E#�����������	����������A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%�����D5+7%+$.
('2&3�(0,%/�/0,(5+$07�9&'6�,�7+$.50�200-�+$��:�?E#

��# �,(/)� �+7/2,&A� %��
��.���� !����� /������A� >�� ���"��
� ��A� ��1��� D�:��E
D(07*&+8+$.�%/0�/+7%'&3�'9�%/0�('2&3�8'3*'%%E#

�>� ���� �(+%'&+,5A� $��
�� ��	����� !������ �����	����� ��	 ��� ��� *����� 	�
� 0��&����,
���"��
�!)531�).#��:L:A���&�����
� ��� 
����������	����������
��
��������B��4�
���
	����*��-�����>?�D�,(/)��+7/2,&�F��)%/�4,$+%,�0(7#A��:�>EK�����	�����+,$0��+%7*/
�)7/A�(����1�� *� ������� 	�
� ��	��� 0������ %������ ����
� 	�� !�������� ��������� ��	����
(��������#��&	����������
��#����)����������*� ������*�����+	���������
��-����	�
���
�	,�?
������� F� ���B�� 
�LA� 
:?1:L� D�::�E� D&0*')$%+$.� ,$� +$7%,$*0� +$� �:L:� +$� 2/+*/
2'60$B7�,*%+=+7%7�7%,.0(�,�(06'$7%&,%+'$�')%7+(0�'9��,&=+$(,&��,)&B7� +$15,27B�/'60
,9%0&�+%�2,7�(+7*'=0&0(�7/0�/,(�(+0(�,7�,�&07)5%�'9�,�-0&'70$0�9+&0�70%�83�%/06E#���/0&0
2,7�,57'�,�6,&*/�%'��,&5+,60$%#���
��,%�
:L#

�
� ���� �)7/A� ��&�	� $'%0� �>A� ,%� 
:?1:L� D0C<5,+$+$.� /'2� ,%%06<%7� %'� +$='5=0� %/0
<'5+*0� '&� *')&%� 737%06� +$� ('2&318,70(� =+'50$*0� '9%0$� <&'=0(� 9)%+50A� ,$(� %/0&09'&0A
/)78,$(7�20&0�$'%�80+$.�/05(�,**')$%,850�9'&�%/0+&�,*%+'$7E#

�?# �� �:?�� 7%,%)%0A� %/0� �'2&3� �&'/+8+%+'$� �*%A� /,(� ')%5,20(� %/0� .+=+$.� '&
,**0<%+$.�'9� ('2&3#� � 
%� <&'=0(� 0C%&06053�(+99+*)5%� %'� 0$9'&*0A� ,$(�2,7� ,60$(0(� +$
�:�
�,$(��:��#����������� ���A���
�������
���������������������
4���������L1
���D�::
E#

7

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

%/0�&05,%+=07�2')5(�80�7)8@0*%�%'�0+%/0&�+6<&+7'$60$%�'&�,�9+$0#���/0
7%,%)%0� (09+$07� *&)05%3� 0+%/0&� ,7� 2+559)5� *'$()*%� 5+-053� %'� (&+=0� ,
2'6,$�%'�7)+*+(0�'&�%'�*,)70�/0&�.&,=0�+$@)&3A�'&�,7�/,&,7760$%�8,70(
'$� ('2&3� (06,$(7#

�L
� � �/0� 70*'$(� *&+6+$,5� 7%,%)%0A� %/0� H�'2&3

�0,%/I � 7%,%)%0A� 70*%+'$� ��>�� '9� %/0� 
��A� 2,7� <,770(� +$� +%7� *)&&0$%
9'&6�+$��:�?#��
%�6,(0�+%�,�*&+60�,%%&+8)%,850�%'�%/0�/)78,$(�'&�/+7
&05,%+=07�+9�,�2'6,$�(+0(�'9�$'$1$,%)&,5�*,)707�2+%/+$�70=0$�30,&7�'9
/0&�20((+$.A�,$(�+9�@)7%�809'&0�/0&�(0,%/�7/0�/,(�800$�/,&,770(�9'&
('2&3�83�0+%/0&�/0&�/)78,$(�'&�/+7�&05,%+=07#

��

"$9'&%)$,%053A� 7%)(+07� 7/'2� %/,%� %/070� 7%,%)%07� /,=0� $'%� 800$
7)**0779)5� +$� 7+.$+9+*,$%53� &0()*+$.� 50=057� '9� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� 
$(+,$
2+=07#

�:
��
$��::>A�%/0&0�20&0�>:�
�('2&3�(0,%/7�+$�
$(+,#

��
���+$*0�%/0$A

%/0�&0<'&%0(�+$*+(0$*0�'9�7)*/�(0,%/7�/,7�800$�&+7+$.#���3��::�A�%/0
$)680&�2,7�?:�L#

��
� ��,707� +$='5=+$.� *&)05%3� %'2,&(�2+=07�/,=0� &+70$

7%0,(+53� 9&'6� ��A:�?� &0<'&%0(� *,707� +$� �::�� %'� �?A>��� +$� �::L#
��

                                                          
�L� ����4#�#������A����������
����������������
�
�
�����>�D����E�D<&'=+(+$.

%/0�%0C%�'9�70*%+'$�>�:��'9�%/0�
$(+,$��0$,5��'(0E#

�/'0=0&A� 80+$.� %/0� /)78,$(� '&� %/0� &05,%+=0� '9� %/0� /)78,$(� '9� ,� 2'6,$A
7)8@0*%7�7)*/�2'6,$�%'�*&)05%3A�7/,55�80�<)$+7/0(�2+%/� +6<&+7'$60$%� 9'&�,
%0&6�2/+*/�6,3�0C%0$(�%'�%/&00�30,&7�,$(�7/,55�,57'�80�5+,850�%'�9+$0#

�
�

��� �����
��,%�����D<&'=+(+$.�%/0�%0C%�'9�70*%+'$���>��'9�%/0�
$(+,$��0$,5��'(0E#

�'2&3��0,%/QD�E��/0&0� %/0� (0,%/� '9� ,� 2'6,$� +7� *,)70(� 83� ,$3� 8)&$7� '&
8'(+53� +$@)&3� '&� '**)&7� '%/0&2+70� %/,$� )$(0&� $'&6,5� *+&*)67%,$*07� 2+%/+$
70=0$�30,&7�'9�/0&�6,&&+,.0�,$(�+%� +7�7/'2$�%/,%�7''$�809'&0�/0&�(0,%/�7/0
2,7�7)8@0*%0(�%'�*&)05%3�'&�/,&,7760$%�83�/0&�/)78,$(�'&�,$3�&05,%+=0�'9�/0&
/)78,$(�9'&A�'&�+$�*'$$0*%+'$�2+%/A�,$3�(06,$(�9'&�('2&3A�7)*/�(0,%/�7/,55
80�*,550(�H ('2&3�(0,%/AI �,$(�7)*/�/)78,$(�'&� &05,%+=0� 7/,55�80�(0060(� %'
/,=0�*,)70(�/0&�(0,%/#

�
�K� ���� 	���� �
�� ,%� ���� D$'%+$.� %/,%� 70*%+'$� ����� '9� %/0� �=+(0$*0� �*%� *&0,%07� ,
<&07)6<%+'$�9'&�)70�+$�*'$$0*%+'$�2+%/�70*%+'$���>�E#

�&07)6<%+'$�,7�%'�('2&3�(0,%/�Q��/0$�%/0�J)07%+'$�+7�2/0%/0&�,�<0&7'$�/,7
*'66+%%0(�%/0�('2&3�(0,%/�'9�,�2'6,$�,$(�+%�+7�7/'2$�%/,%�7''$�809'&0�/0&
(0,%/� 7)*/� 2'6,$� /,(� 800$� 7)8@0*%0(� 83� 7)*/� <0&7'$� %'� *&)05%3� '&
/,&,7760$%� 9'&A� '&� +$� *'$$0*%+'$� 2+%/A� ,$3� (06,$(� 9'&� ('2&3A� %/0� �')&%
7/,55�<&07)60�%/,%�7)*/�<0&7'$�/,(�*,)70(�%/0�('2&3�(0,%/#

�
�

�:� �����������������������
��4
�������
��
��
�A���&�	�$'%0��A�,%���D%/0'&+;+$.
%/,%� 7%,%)%07� /,=0� 800$� +$0990*%+=0� ()0� %'� ,� =,&+0%3� '9� 9,*%'&7A� +$*5)(+$.� <'5+*0
&05)*%,$*0A�06</,7+7�'$� &0*'$*+5+,%+'$A�6,50�8+,7� +$� %/0�<'5+*0� 737%06A� ,$(� 5,*-�'9
,**077�%'�50.,5�70&=+*07E#

��� ���������A���&�	�$'%0��LA�,%�=++�D+$(+*,%+$.�%/0&0�20&0�>:�
�('2&3�(0,%/7� +$
,55�'9�
$(+,�+$��::>E#

��# �'6,��,(/2,A�$	�����2����$	���3	��"��"�����A��,3��:A������D&0<'&%+$.�%/0
5,7%� &0*'&(0(� 9+.)&0� 9'&� ('2&3� (0,%/7� ,%� %/0� %+60� '9� %/0� ,&%+*50B7� &050,70EA� 	�
222#')%5''-+$(+,#*'6K� ����	���������A� ��&�	�$'%0��LA�,%� =++� D$'%+$.� %/,%� %/0&0�20&0

�
��('2&3�(0,%/7�2+%/+$�%/0�7%,%07�'9�
$(+,�+$��::LA�,$(�?��?�('2&3�(0,%/7�+$�,55�'9

$(+,E#

��� ���������A���&�	�$'%0��LA�,%�=++#

8

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��:

�$'%/0&�7%)(3�'9�L�L�*,707�&0.+7%0&0(�)$(0&� %/0��$%+1�&)05%3� 7%,%)%0
+$�%/0��::�7�7/'27�%/,%�'$53��#�R�&07)5%0(�+$�*'$=+*%+'$7A�'=0&�

R
&07)5%0(� +$�,*J)+%%,57�,$(��
R�20&0�2+%/(&,2$#

��
� ��'6<5,+$%7�,8')%

%/0� 5'2� $)680&� '9� ,&&07%7� ,$(� %/0� /+./� $)680&� '9� ,*J)+%%,57� ,&0
*'66'$#

�>
� � �/070� *'6<5,+$%7� /+./5+./%� %/0� <&'85067� 2+%/

*&+6+$,5+;,%+'$� ,7� ,� 60,$7� '9� +6<&'=+$.� 2'60$B7� 7,90%3� 9&'6
=+'50$*0�+$�%/0�/'60#



# ���������������	�������������"�������
�
����!"��
��
��������������
����
�����������
����	�������
��4
������

�,$3� 2'60$B7� ,(='*,%07� )$(0&7%,$(� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� %'� 80� ,
60,$7� %/&')./� 2/+*/� ,� 6,$� 6,+$%,+$7� *'$%&'5� '=0&� /+7� <,&%$0&#

�


�'$7%,$%�=+'50$*0�+7�$'%�$0*077,&3K�&,%/0&A�=+'50$*0�&0+$9'&*07�,�70%�'9
&)507�%/,%�%/0�,8)70&�(0*&007#� ��0&0�&090&0$*07�%'�,�<&0=+')7�=+'50$%
+$*+(0$%� 6,3� 80� 7)99+*+0$%� %'� -00<� %/0� 2+90� +$� 5+$0#� � �/+7
)$(0&7%,$(+$.�'9�=+'50$*0�,7�,�60%/'(�'9�*'$%&'5�60,$7�%/,%�=+'50$%
+$*+(0$%7�('�$'%�'**)&�80*,)70�%/0�6,$�5'7%�/+7�%06<0&�'&�(&,$-�%''
6)*/#���/070�,&0�'$53�%/0�0C*)707�%/,%�,55'2�%/0�6,$�%'�80�=+'50$%#
�/0�=+'50$*0�+%7059�+7�,�60,$7�'9�7)8'&(+$,%+$.�2'60$#

�/+7� )$(0&7%,$(+$.A� /'20=0&A� ('07� $'%� 0C%0$(� %'� 6)*/� '9� %/0
&070,&*/�*'66)$+%3�+$�
$(+,�2/0&0�7<')7,5�=+'50$*0�+7�,%%&+8)%0(�%'
6,$3�%/+$.7A�8)%�&,&053�%'�6,50�(07+&0�9'&�*'$%&'5#���/)7A�'$0�7%)(3�'9
,�7,6<50�'9�<0'<50�+6<&+7'$0(�9'&�9,6+53�'990$707�*'$*5)(0(�%/,%�%/0

                                                          
��� �����
��
��
���A�"�
��	��������B����"�#A������
���#�	������#���
#A�������
�

4
�������������"��
��
��"�������4
����	��������������D����E�D7)&=03+$.�<'5+*0�*,707
+$��,2,%6,5�&0.+7%0&0(�)$(0&��0*%+'$�>:���9&'6��::��%'��::?E#

�>� ������ ���A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%��?>�D(+7*)77+$.�%/0�5'2�$)680&�'9�,&&07%7EK� ���
	���� �
���A� ��&�	� $'%0� ��A� ,%� ��� D(+7*)77+$.� %/0� /+./� $)680&� '9� ,*J)+%%,57� ,$(
2+%/(&,2,57EK��,(/2,A� ��&�	� $'%0� ��� D&0<'&%+$.� %/,%� '9� %/0� 
LL� *,707� +$� ,� &0*0$%
%/&00130,&�<0&+'(�+$�%/0�7%,%0�'9��,&$,%,-,A�'$53�%20$%31%2'�0$(0(�2+%/�*'$=+*%+'$7EK
�00%/,(0=+�0%�,5#A�3���������	�����
�*��
���������	��#������	�
�0������$	�������������
!�������� ��������A� ��L� ���"��
� ��� D����E� D0C<5,+$+$.� %/,%� %/0� ,60$(60$%7� %'
*&+6+$,5�5,2�/,=0�$'%�+$*&0,70(�%/0�$)680&�'9�*,707�8''-0(�,7�<0$,5�'990$707�'&�'9
('607%+*�=+'50$*0�*'$=+*%+'$7E#

�
� �����#��,/,@,$A� ������	����� ���(���� /�	����A� ��� 4
����������
���������� �A� L
D�)7/6,��''(�0(#A��::�E�D*'$*5)(+$.� %/,%�6,50� &07<'$(0$%7�'9� ,� 7)&=03� =+02�2+901
80,%+$.� ,7� ,� 2,3� %'� 07%,85+7/� '80(+0$*0EK� ���� 	����!�������� ������ ����� ������� 0��4����
0�����	�
�#�������	�
��)�	�����(
����A� ����������������F���
��������#� �����
���A
���������������������������??1?��D����E�D7/'2+$.A�+$�,((+%+'$�%'�%/0�H <'20&�,$(
*'$%&'5�2/005I �,$(�H 0J),5+%3�2/005AI �%/0�=+'50$%�,$(�*'$%&'55+$.�80/,=+'&7�*/0*-5+7%
%/,%� +7� )70(� %'� /05<� 8,%%0&0&7� +(0$%+93� ,$(� %,-0� &07<'$7+8+5+%3� 9'&� %/0+&� 80/,=+'&7EK
�
������ !#� ������A� 	��
��� 4
������� ��:1>�� D�(� 0(#� �:�LE� D7%,%+$.� %/,%� &,<0� +7� ,$
,%%06<%�83�,�6,$�%'�0C0&*+70�<'20&�'=0&�,�2'6,$EK������
���A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%�>?1
>LA�??1?L�D*/,&,*%0&+;+$.�6,50�*'$%&'5�,7�H *'0&*+=0�*'$%&'5I �,$(�,*-$'250(.+$.�%/,%
H +77)07� '9� <'20&� ,$(� *'$%&'5� ,&0� %&')85+$.� */,&,*%0&+7%+*7� '9� ,55� +$%+6,%0
&05,%+'$7/+<7I EK� �=,$� �%,&-A� %�50���������� (��	�� /	��������� $���� /	�����
� (��	�
���
����� ��� #����� �� #������A� 
�� ���#� �#� ��4#� :L�A� :��A� ���:1�?� D�::
E� D9&,6+$.
8,%%0&+$.�+$�%/0�*'$%0C%�'9�H *'0&*+=0�*'$%&'5I E#

9

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

6,+$�*,)70�'9� %/0�'990$(0&7B�=+'50$%�80/,=+'&�2,7�6,5,(@)7%60$%� %'
6,&&+,.0#

�?
� � �0,7'$7� 9'&� 6,5,(@)7%60$%� +$*5)(0� +66,%)&+%3� ,$(

70C),5� @0,5')73#
�L
� ��%�'%/0&�<'+$%7A� %/0� 7,60� 7%)(3� ,&.)07� %/,%� 7'*+,5

<'7+%+'$�6,-07� ,� <0&7'$�6'&0� 5+-053� %'� 80� =+'50$%#
��
� � �**'&(+$.� %'

,$'%/0&� 7%)(3A� /)78,$(7� *5,+60(� %/,%� %/03�80,%� %/0+&� 2+=07� 80*,)70
%/0�H2+=07�20&0�'9�8,(�%06<0&,60$%A�7/+&-0&7�'9�('607%+*�2'&-A�(+(
$'%�5''-�,9%0&�%/0�*/+5(&0$�<&'<0&53�,$(�9')./%�2+%/�%/0+&�+$15,27�#�#�#
G2+=07� *5,+60(� %/,%� %/0+&� /)78,$(7� 80,%� %/06N� 80*,)70� '9� %/0+&
G/)78,$(B7N� 9&)7%&,%+'$� ()0� %'� <'=0&%3A� 7)7<+*+')7� $,%)&0A
J),&&057'60�*/+5(&0$A�*'$7)6<%+'$�'9�,5*'/'5A�,$(�8,*-18+%+$.�83�+$1
5,27#I

�:


$�,((+%+'$A�6,$3�*'660$%,%'&7�85,60�+$%+6,%0�=+'50$*0�+$�
$(+,
'$�%/0�+$7%+%)%+'$�'9�%/0�@'+$%�9,6+53�,$(�%/0�8&+(0B7�$00(�%'�,(@)7%�%'
,� $02A� 0C%0$(0(� 9,6+53� ,9%0&� 6,&&+,.0#

>�
� � �/0� 7%0&0'%3<+*,5� 
$(+,$

9,6+53� +7� %/')./%� '9� ,7� 6)5%+.0$0&,%+'$,5A� 2/0&0� %/0� 8&+(0� 6'=07
9&'6�/0&�<,&0$%7B�/'60�)<'$�6,&&+,.0� %'� 5+=0�2+%/� %/0�.&''6A�/+7
<,&0$%7A� ,$(� 7+85+$.7A� ,55� '9� 2/'6� '9%0$� &07+(0� +$� ,� (+7%,$%
*'66)$+%3#

>�
��	)&%/0&6'&0A�2+%/+$�%/+7�9,6+53�7%&)*%)&0A�%/0�.&''6B7

5'3,5%+07�,&0�)$(0&7%''(�%'�5+0�2+%/�/+7�6'%/0&�,$(�$,%,5�9,6+53A�,$(
$'%�2+%/�/+7�2+90#

>�

                                                          
�?� ���� ���!���� !�
�A� 	��
��� 4
������� 
�� 
��
�� ��� D�::�E� D&07'&%+$.� %'� 9,6+53

=+'50$*0� +$7%0,(� '9� &0(06<%+'$� 2/0$� <0'<50� ,&0� )$,850� %'� 6,-0� 6,&+%,5
,(@)7%60$%7EK� ���� 	����	����
�� ������F�4
!�����������A� ��4����� �����"���� ���#A
��4#�������������"�A������������������
�
���
����"������������1��"����	������
4
������� 
�� �"���� 
��
����� D�'&5(� �,$-��&')<A��'&-+$.��,<0&��'#� ��>LA� ����E
D*'$*5)(+$.� %/,%� =+'50$%�80/,=+'&� +7� 7%&'$.53� 5+$-0(� %'�0*'$'6+*� +$*0$%+=07EK� �005,
4+7,&+,A� ��������� 	�	����� (����� ��� ��
�	�� � �
����� ����� %��	�� 3�4	�	�A� ��� �� �"�����
��������	������� ��"�
��� :A� ��� D�)@,&,%� 
$7%#� '9��0=#� �%)(#� 0(#A� �:::E� D,%%&+8)%+$.
/')70/'5(� 6+7%,-07� ,7� %/0� 6,@'&� <&'C+6,%0� *,)70� 9'&� =+'50$%� ')%8)&7%7E#� � /��� ���
�,/,@,$A���&�	�$'%0��
A�,%�L#

�L� ����!�
�A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%�>�1>>A�?�1?��D/3<'%/07+;+$.�6'%+=07�9'&�=+'50$*0E#

��� �
��,%����D7)..07%+$.�6'&0�=+'50$*0�'**)&7�+$�&)&,5�,&07�%/,$�)&8,$�,&0,7E#

�:# �,$8+&� �+$./� �/,%%+A� �����5#�����	�� !��	����� ��� (���� /	�������A� ��� 4
������
���
����������>
A�>L� D�)7/6,��''(� 0(#A� �::�E#� ����� 4+7,&+,A� ��&�	�$'%0� �?A� ,%���
D$'%+$.� %/,%� =+'50$*0� +7� ,%%&+8)%0(� %'� 2'60$B7� /')70-00<+$.A� */+5(� *,&0A� ,$(� 9''(
<&0<,&,%+'$E#

>�� ���� !�
�A� ��&�	� $'%0� �?A� ,%� ?�� D7%,%+$.� 906,507� /,=0� %'� 6,-0� 6'&0� 9,6+53
,(@)7%60$%7�%/,$�6,507E#

>�� �����)(/+&��,-,&A�$���������
������������
�	A����������
��
��
������
����>>A�?�
D�0/,$,� �/,(+,553� 0(#A� �:��E� D$'%+$.� %/,%� %/0� 0C'.,6')7� $,%)&0� '9� %/+7
,&&,$.060$%� 6,3� ,57'� *'$%&+8)%0� %'� *'$%+$)+$.� =+'50$*0� 80*,)70� $02� 8&+(07� ,&0
'9%0$�=0&3�+7'5,%0(�+$�%/0+&�$02�*'66)$+%+07EK�����	�����+*/,05��#��+55+.A�'
��*	���	��
�)���+�� ��� ���
5#	���� %	4	��
	��� (����A� 
�� !#� ��
��� ��"�
��� �>�A� �>?� D�::�E
D(+7*)77+$.�5'$.�(+7%,$*07�80%200$�$,%,5�,$(�6,&+%,5�9,6+5+07E#

>�� ��������!
������!���F�����"�
��A�	��
���4
�������������"���
��
��
����1
�>�D�::
EK�����	�����,-,&A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%�?>�D&0<'&%+$.�%/,%�
?R�'9�60$�905%�*5'70&
%'� %/0+&�6'%/0&7� %/,$� %/0+&� 2+=07� 2/+50� '$53� ��R� &0<'&%0(� %/0� &0=0&70EK��,/,@,$A
��&�	�$'%0��
A�,%�L�D$'%+$.�%/,%�9'&�%/'70�2/'�<,&%+*+<,%0(�+$�%/0�7%)(3A�2+=07�*5,+60(
%/,%� %/0+&� /)78,$(7� 9'55'20(� %/0�(06,$(7� '9� %/0+&� <,&0$%7� '&� 7+85+$.7E#� � �+6+5,&53A

10

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ���

�/0$� =+'50$*0� +7� 700$� ,7� &07)5%+$.� 9&'6� (+99+*)5%+07� ,(@)7%+$.� %'
6,&&+0(� 5+90� '&� ,� $02� 0C%0$(0(� 9,6+53A� +%� +7� $'%� 7)&<&+7+$.� %/,%� %/0
9,='&0(�&060(3A�0=0$�2+%/+$�%/0�*&+6+$,5�@)7%+*0�737%06A�'9%0$�9'*)707
'$� *'$*+5+,%+'$� ,$(� *'6<&'6+70#� � 
$7%0,(� '9� =+02+$.� %/0� *&+6+$,5
@)7%+*0�737%06�,7�,�<'%0$%+,5�*')$%0&18,5,$*0�%'�%/0�/)78,$(B7�,%%06<%
,%�%'%,5�*'$%&'5�,$(�7)8'&(+$,%+'$�'9�/+7�2+90A�*')&%7�,$(�<'5+*0�'9%0$
90,&� %/,%� +$%0&=0$%+'$� 2+55� 0C,*0&8,%0� ,(@)7%60$%� (+99+*)5%+07#� � �/03
<)%�%/0�*'$%+$),%+'$�'9�%/0�6,&&+,.0�,8'=0�%/0�7,90%3�'9�%/0�=+*%+6#

>�

�7�+7�'9%0$�%/0�*,70�05702/0&0�+$�%/0�2'&5(A�
$(+,$�@)(.07�,&0�/,<<3
%'�(+76+77�*&+6+$,5�<&'*00(+$.7�+9�%/0�=+*%+6+;0(�2+90�&0J)07%7�+%#���7
'$0�
$(+,$�@)(.0�7,+(A�%/0�H2,&&+$.�7<')707�*,60�%'�%0&67I �80*,)70
%/0� 2+90� (0*+(0(� %/,%� 7/0� 2')5(� <&090&� ,� H<0,*09)5� 5+90I � 2+%/� /0&
/)78,$(�2/0$�*'6<,&0(�%'�2/,%�7/0�90,&0(�/0&�5+90�2')5(�/,=0�800$
+9� /0� 70&=0(� ,� %2'� 30,&� 70$%0$*0#� � "$(0&� %/'70� *+&*)67%,$*07A� %/0
@)(.0� ,$(� %/0� 2+90� 8'%/� 2'&&+0(� %/,%� %/0� H0C<0*%0(� <0,*0� 2')5(
05)(0� %/0�*')<50#I

>>
� ��/0� @)(.0� &0()*0(� %/0�/)78,$(B7� 70$%0$*0� %'

%+60�70&=0(�%'�,55'2�%/0�*')<50�%'�&0*'$*+50�+660(+,%053#

�/0� <'5+*0� ,$(� %/0� .'=0&$60$%� /,=0� ,57'� 07%,85+7/0(� *')$705+$.
*0$%0&7� %'� ,77+7%� 2'60$� 2/'� ,&0� %/0� 7)8@0*%7� '9� =+'50$*0#� � �/0
*&0,%+'$�'9�%/070�*0$%0&7�+7�*'$7+7%0$%�2+%/�,�9&,6+$.�'9�%/0�<&'8506
'9� =+'50$*0� ,7� '$0� '9� ,(@)7%60$%� %'� 6,&&+,.0� &,%/0&� %/,$� '$0� '9
*'$%&'5� ,$(� 7)8'&(+$,%+'$� '9� 2+=07#� � �,$3� <'5+*0� 7%,%+'$7� 70%� )<
7<0*+,5� 2'60$B7� )$+%7A� -$'2$� ,7� �55� �'60$� �'5+*0� �%,%+'$7
DH����IEA�2/+*/�,&0�+$%0$(0(�%'�/,$(50�2'60$B7�+77)07#���5%/')./
*&0,%0(�+$�&07<'$70�%'�%/0�<&'8506�'9�9,6+5+,5�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�2+=07A
%/0� ����� 9&0J)0$%53� %&+07� %'� *'$*+5+,%0� ('607%+*� *'6<5,+$%7A� ,$(
)5%+6,%053� '9%0$� 70$(7� %/0� 2'60$� =+*%+67� 8,*-� %'� %/0+&� ,8)7+=0
6,&+%,5�9,6+5+07#

>

��	)&%/0&6'&0A�%/0�07%,85+7/60$%�'9�%/0������6,3

0=0$� *'$%&+8)%0� %'� %/0� 6,&.+$,5+;,%+'$� '9� 2'60$B7� *'6<5,+$%7� '9
('607%+*� =+'50$*0#� ��'2A� <'5+*0� '99+*0&7� ,%� %/0�6,+$� <'5+*0� 7%,%+'$7
'9%0$� +$7+7%� %/,%� 2'60$� 9+50� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� *'6<5,+$%7� ,%� %/0
����#���/+7�,55'27�%/0�$'$1�����'99+*0&7�%'�,='+(�(0,5+$.�2+%/�%/070

                                                          
6'%/0&7�700�%/0+&�7'$7�,7�%/0+&�H 7,=+')&�,$(�7')&*0�'9�7059107%006#I ����!�����"���
A
��
������������	����"��
����������4
��
���
��
��
���
�D�:�:E#

>�� ���� ����	�$'%07���L1>��,$(�,**'6<,$3+$.� %0C%�D(+7*)77+$.� %/0� +6<'&%,$*0�'9
6,&&+,.0�+$�
$(+,$�7'*+,5�5+90E#

>># �,./)6)$(,��,%3,��,&,3,$,�=#��%,%0�'9��$(&,��&,(07/A�������
��������:>
D����EA�S��#

>
� ����400$,��''$,*/,�F��+=3,��,$(03A�%��&���������!���������������������	��	�	.	
	�
�3�4	�	�A�������"��������������	���������"�
������D�07#��%&#�9'&��'60$B7��%)(#
DH����I E�F� ������'60$B7�"$+=#� 0(7#A� �:::E� D7%,%+$.� %/,%� ,5%/')./��55��'60$
�'5+*0� �%,%+'$7� DH����I E� ,77)60� &07<'$7+8+5+%3� '9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� +77)07A� %/0
$)680&� '9� '99+*+,553� &0*'&(0(� ,$(� <&'70*)%0(� *,707� &06,+$7� 5'2� 80*,)70� '9� <''&
J),5+%3�70&=+*07�,$(�5'2�&,%07�'9�)%+5+;,%+'$E#

11

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

*'6<5,+$%7#
>?
� � �7� ,� &07)5%A� +%� +7� 0,73� 9'&� %/0� <'5+*0A� %/0� =+*%+67A� ,$(

%/0+&� =+*%+6+;0&7� %'� =+02� 7<')7,5� ,8)70� ,7� 5077� 70&+')7� %/,$� '%/0&
*&+6+$,5�,*%7#

>L

�/0� .'=0&$60$%� /,7� ,57'� 9)$(0(� 9,6+53� *')$705+$.� *0557� %'� (0,5
2+%/� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0#� � �/070� 9,6+53� *')$705+$.� *0557� ,&0� '9%0$
5'*,%0(�+$�'&�$0,&�<'5+*0�7%,%+'$7#

>�
���+-0�%/0�����A�%/03�%''�/,=0�%/0

.',5�'9�7%&0$.%/0$+$.�9,6+53�%+07�,7�,�60,$7�'9�05+6+$,%+$.�%/0�$00(
9'&� 50.,5� +$%0&=0$%+'$#

>:
� � 
$� 7'60� *')$705+$.� *0$%0&7A� %/0� 7%,99

60680&7�('�$'%�700�%/0�<&'8506�,7�%/0�,770&%+'$�'9�6,50�('6+$,$*0
,$(�*'$%&'5�'=0&�2'60$A�8)%�&,%/0&�,7�,�<&'8506�'9��H2'60$B7�7/,&<
%'$.)07I �,$(�60$B7�%0$(0$*3�%'�H/+%�,$(�80,%I �+$�&07<'$70#


�
� ��/03

700� %/0+&� '2$� &'50� ,7� 80+$.� $'$1@)(.60$%,5#

�
� � �$0� 2'60$B7

'&.,$+;,%+'$� *5,+67� %/,%� +$� �,$.,5'&0A� H *')$7055+$.� *0$%&07� /,=0
%'(,3�(0.0$0&,%0(�+$%'�,�)709)5�60*/,$+76�9'&� 7+(0%&,*-+$.�2'60$
2/'� +$='-0� %/0� 5,2� %'� <&'%0*%� %/06705=07� ,.,+$7%� ('607%+*
8,%%0&+$.#I


�

�+6+5,&53A� %/0� <'5+*0� %/06705=07� /,=0� %&,(+%+'$,553� )$(0&7%''(
<&'85067�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0A�2/0%/0&�('2&318,70(�'&�'%/0&2+70A�,7
7%066+$.�9&'6�6,5,(@)7%60$%�'$�%/0�<,&%�'9�%/0�=+*%+6#���/0�<'5+*0
'9%0$� 85,60� %/0� 2'6,$B7� +66'&,5� 80/,=+'&A� %/+$-+$.� H G'N%/0&2+70

                                                          
>?� #����+7/+��+%&,A�/����0�	�������������%��&���������!��������������������*	
	�	�
��	

	�
� *	

�	� 0�	
��
A� ��� �� �"������ ������� �	� ������ ��"�
��� ��� D�'60$B7� �%)(#
"$+%A� �,%,� 
$7%#� '9� �'*#� �*+#� 0(#A� �:::E� D+6<53+$.� %/,%� ����� 20&0� *&0,%0(� %'
0$*')&,.0�,$(�/,$(50�%/0�&0<'&%+$.�'9�*&+607�,.,+$7%�2'60$EK��''$,*/,�F��,$(03A
��&�	� $'%0� >
A� ,%� ��� D$'%+$.� %/,%� %/0� (+7<5,*060$%� '9� .0$(0&� &05,%0(� *&+607� '$%'
�����<&0=0$%7�%/0�&07%�'9�%/0�<'5+*0�9'&*0�9&'6�80+$.�+$9'&60(�,8')%�%/0�70$7+%+;0(
$,%)&0�,$(�7+.$+9+*,$*0�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0E#

>L� �����������������������
��4
�������
��
��
�A���&�	�$'%0��A�,%���D+$(+*,%+$.
%/,%� %/0������6,3�,57'�/,=0� %/0�)$9'&%)$,%0�0990*%�'9� &0+$9'&*+$.� %/0� +(0'5'.3�'9
2'60$B7�+$90&+'&+%3�%'�60$�80*,)70�%/0�906,50�<'5+*0�'99+*0&7�,77+.$0(�%'�%/0�����
,&0�)7),553�)$(0&%&,+$0(�,$(�<5,*0(�+$�<''&�9,*+5+%+07�2+%/�<''&�0J)+<60$%EK�����	���
�''$,*/,�F��,$(03A���&�	�$'%0�>
A�,%����D7%,%+$.�%/,%�%/0������'99+*0&7�9,*0�.&0,%0&
(+7*&+6+$,%+'$�+$�&0*0+=+$.�<&'6'%+'$7�,$(�%/,%�%/0+&� 5,*-�'9�%&,+$+$.�,$(�+7'5,%+'$
<&0=0$%� <'5+*02'60$� 9&'6� .,+$+$.� $0*077,&3� 0C<0&+0$*0� %'� %&,$790&� %'� '%/0&
7%,%+'$7E#� � �'7%+$.7� %'� %/0� ����� ,&0� '9%0$� =+020(� ,7� <)$+%+=0A� ,$(� )$(0&� %/070
*+&*)67%,$*07�+%�+7�/,&(�%'�700�/'2�%/0�<&070$*0�'9�%/070�7<0*+,5�)$+%7�9'&�2'60$�*,$
('�6)*/�6'&0�%/,$�<0&<0%),%0�2'60$B7�7)8'&(+$,%+'$#�������+%&,A���&�	�$'%0�>?A�,%
��#

>�� �����''$,*/,�F��,$(03A� ��&�	� $'%0� >
A� ,%� ��� D+$(+*,%+$.� %/,%� <5,*060$%� '9
9,6+53�*')$705+$.�*0557�$0,&�<'5+*0� 7%,%+'$7�2,7� +$�&07<'$70� %'� +$*&0,70(� 9,6+53�,$(
6,&&+,.01&05,%0(�*&+607�,$(�(+7<)%07E#

>:� �
��D7%,%+$.�%/,%�%/0�.',5�'9�%/070�*0557�2,7�%'�7%&0$.%/0$�,$(�+6<&'=0�9,6+53
%+07�2+%/� %/0�/05<�'9�*'66)$+%3� +$%0&=0$%+'$EK� ����	�����00%/,(0=+�0%�,5#A� ��&�	�$'%0
�>A� ,%� ��1��� D&0<'&%+$.� %/,%� *')$705+$.� *0$%0&7�60,7)&0� 7)**077� 83� %/0� $)680&� '9
*,707�%/03�7)**00(�+$�&0*'$*+5+$.E#


�� �����''$,*/,�F��,$(03A���&�	�$'%0�>
A�,%���#


�� �
��,%����D'870&=+$.�%/,%�*')$705'&7�9005� %/0+&� @'8�+7� %'�0$*')&,.0�2'60$�%'
7<0,-�)<�,8')%�%/0+&�,8)70�,$(�/05<�%/06�0=,5),%0�%/0+&�'<%+'$7E#


�� �����00%/,(0=+�0%�,5#A���&�	�$'%0��>A�,%���#

12

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ���

$'� 7,$0� /)78,$(� 2')5(� ('� %/+7KI

�
� %/03� 6,3� 700� %/0� 80,%+$.� ,7� ,

9,6+53� J),&&05� +$� 2/+*/� %/03� 7/')5(� $'%� +$%0&=0$0K

>
� '&� %/03� 6,3

<&077)&0�%/0�2'6,$�%'�&0%)&$�J)+0%53�%'�/0&�/)78,$(#



���$0�/'&&+9+*

0C,6<50�'9�6+7)$(0&7%,$(+$.� %/0� *&+6+$,5� $,%)&0� '9� 7<')7,5� ,8)70
+$='5=0(�,�*,70�+$�2/+*/�,�2'6,$�2,7�-+*-0(�+$�%/0�7%'6,*/�2/+50�+$
%/0� 5,%0� 7%,.07�'9�<&0.$,$*3� ,$(� %/0$�80,%0$� +660(+,%053� ,9%0&� %/0
*,07,&+,$�(05+=0&3#���/0�2'6,$B7�$0+./8'&7�0=0$�&0<'&%0(�700+$.�/0&
80+$.�80,%0$�')%(''&7A�30%�%/0�<'5+*0�&09)70(�%'� +$=07%+.,%0�,$(�%/0
(+7%&+*%� *'66+77+'$0&� '9� <'5+*0� %'5(� ,� .&')<� '9� %/0� 2'6,$B7
*'550,.)07A�2/'�/,(�.,%/0&0(�%'�<&'%07%A�%/,%�H %/+7�+7�$'%�,�*,70A�+%�+7
,$�+$*+(0$%#�#�#�#��
�/,=0�
����+$*+(0$%7�5+-0�%/+7#��
%�+7�,�=0&3�'&(+$,&3
6,%%0&#I


?
� � �'� /+6A� +%� 2,7� $'%� ,� *&+6+$,5�6,%%0&� ,%� ,55A� 8)%� @)7%� ,$

H +$*+(0$%I �+$�0=0&3(,3�5+90#

�05+,$*0�'$�%/0�<'5+*0�,7�%/0�9+&7%�5+$0�'9�(090$70�,.,+$7%�('607%+*
=+'50$*0� +7� ,57'� <&'8506,%+*� 80*,)70� <'5+*0� %/06705=07� /,=0� 5'$.
800$�,�7')&*0�'9�=+'50$*0�,$(�/'7%+5+%3� %'2,&(�2'60$#� ��2'�9,6')7
*,707�9&'6�%/0�5,%0��:L�7�,$(�0,&53��:��7� +$+%+,553� 7<,&-0(�906+$+7%7B
')%&,.0#��
$�'$0A�,�9+9%00$�30,&1'5(�'&</,$�.+&5�2,7�&,<0(�,$(�9'$(50(
83� %2'� <'5+*0� '99+*0&7� 2/'� 5,%0&� *5,+60(� 7/0� *'$70$%0(� %'� 7)*/
%&0,%60$%#


L
� � 
$�,$'%/0&A�,�2'6,$�2,7�.,$.�&,<0(�83�<'5+*0#� ��/0$

/0&�/)78,$(�*'6<5,+$0(A� %/03�80,%�/+6�%'�(0,%/#

�
� ��5%/')./�%/070

*,707�)5%+6,%053�&07)5%0(�+$�7%,%)%'&3�*/,$.07A�&,<0�,$(�/,&,7760$%�'9
2'60$� +$� <'5+*0� *)7%'(3� *'$%+$)0� %'� 80� 6,@'&� <&'85067� +$� 6,$3
<,&%7�'9�
$(+,#


:

�/0�*')&%7�%''�/,=0�6+7)$(0&7%''(�%/0�<&'8506�'9�('2&3�=+'50$*0#
�/03� /,=0� $'%� =+020(� +%� ,7� <,&%� '9� %/0� 5,&.0&� <&'8506� '9� =+'50$*0
,+60(� ,%� *'$%&'55+$.� 2+=07B� 5+=07#� �/0� �'2&3� �)&(0&� �*%� *&0,%07� ,

                                                          

�� �����59+0A�(	������!�	�
�*�����������,� �����������"A� ��� 
����������	���������


��
��������B��4�
����	����*��-������
A���?�D�,(/)��+7/2,&�F��)%/�4,$+%,�0(7#A
�:�>E#


>� �
�



� ���� �
���A� ��&�	� $'%0� ��A� ,%� �� D$'%+$.� %/,%� <'5+*0� '9%0$� 5,805� =+*%+67� '9
('607%+*�=+'50$*0�,7�H J),&&057'60A�&0=0$.09)5�,$(�T2+%/')%�9,6+53�=,5)07BI E#


?# �00<%+A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%����1�>#


L� ����������A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%�?>1?L#


�� �
�� ,%� ?�� D7)66,&+;+$.� %/0� 7%'&3�'9��,600;,��00B7� &,<0� ,$(�/0&�/)78,$(B7
(0,%/E#


:� �����=,%+��/,-&,=,&%31�/,%-,5A�(
��(����(�&�� �
��'�	������ ��
�	��%	&���������"A
�������4������
��������D�<&#��:::E�D7%,%+$.�%/,%�&,<0�+$�*)7%'(3�+7�*'66'$<5,*0
,%� <'5+*0� 7%,%+'$7� '&� .'=0&$60$%� 7/05%0&7� 9'&� (07%+%)%0� 2'60$EA� 	�
/%%<���222#/7</#/,&=,&(#0()�.&/9���7+,�7)*/,$,���::�/�>�#/%65K�(�����#��������
0������#
���,��
����������������A��0<%#�
A������D85,6+$.�%/0��05/+�<'5+*0�*/+09� 9'&
+$(+&0*%53�%055+$.�%/0�<'5+*0�9'&*0�%/,%�<&'='*,%+=053�(&0770(�2'6,$�,&0�,7-+$.�%'�80
&,<0(EA� 	�� /%%<���%+607'9+$(+,#+$(+,%+607#*'6�*67#(55�,&%+*507/'2M,&%+(P������
?
F7�3<0P�#

13

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��> !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

<&07)6<%+'$� ,.,+$7%� 7<')707� ,$(� +$15,27� +$� %/0� *,70� '9� ,� (0,%/
H 7''$I �,9%0&�,�('2&3�(06,$(#

?�
� �
9�%/070�(06,$(7�,&0�$'%�=+020(�,7

+$0C%&+*,853� 5+$-0(� %'� '%/0&� <,%%0&$7� '9� =+'50$*0� ,$(� &0<&077+'$
2+%/+$� %/0� 9,6+53A� &050=,$%� +$9'&6,%+'$� 2+55� 80� 0C*5)(0(� 9&'6
0=+(0$*0�'&�)$(0&<5,30(�83� %/0� *')&%7#� ��/0� &07)5%�2+55� 80� %/,%� %/0
0990*%+=0$077�'9� %/0� 7%,%)%0�2+55� 80�)$(0&6+$0(#� ��$0�<5,*0� %/,%�20
700� %/+7� '**)&&+$.� +7� +$� %/0� +$%0&<&0%,%+'$� '9� %/0� 0=+(0$%+,&3
<&07)6<%+'$�%/,%�,**'6<,$+07�%/0��'2&3��)&(0&��*%#���$'%/0&�+7�+$
%/0�+$%0&<&0%,%+'$�'9�%/0�2'&(�H 7''$#I

�0*%+'$������'9�%/0��=+(0$*0��'(0�*&0,%07�,�<&07)6<%+'$�%/,%�%/0
<0&7'$�2/'�/,7�/,&,770(� ,�2'6,$� 9'&�('2&3� +7� &07<'$7+850� 9'&� /0&
(0,%/#

?�
��
%�&0*'.$+;07�%/0�(+7,7%&')7�0990*%7�%/,%�('2&3�,8)70�*,$�/,=0

'$�,�2'6,$B7�5+90#���7�'$0�*')&%�)$(0&7%''(A�'$*0�%/0�/)6+5+,%+'$�'9
('2&3� (06,$(7� +7� 7/'2$A� +%� *,$� 80� ,77)60(A� 0=0$� +$� ,� *,70� %/,%
+$='5=07� 7)+*+(0A� %/,%� %/0� 2'6,$� -+550(� /0&7059� %'� ,='+(� 9)&%/0&
/)6+5+,%+'$#

?�
� � �%/0&� *')&%7� /,=0A� (07<+%0� %/0� 6,$(,%'&3

<&07)6<%+'$A� 800$� 5077� 2+55+$.� %'� ,**0<%� %/0� *'$$0*%+'$� 80%200$
<&0=+')7�('2&3�,8)70�,$(�,�2+90B7�(0,%/#� �	'&�0C,6<50A� +$�'$0�*,70A
+$�2/+*/� %/0&0�2,7� 0=+(0$*0�'9� 0,&5+0&� ('2&3� (06,$(7A� %/0� 2'6,$
(+0(�,7�,�&07)5%�'9�,�9,55�+$%'�,�2055#

?�
� � 
%�2,7�)$*50,&� +9� %/0�9,55�2,7�,

/'6+*+(0A� 7)+*+(0A� '&� 0=0$� ,$� ,**+(0$%A� 8)%� 70*%+'$� ���1�� 7/')5(
,55'2�%/0�*')&%7�%'�&0*'.$+;0�%/,%A�+$�,�*,70�+$�2/+*/�%/0&0�/,=0�800$
<&0=+')7�('2&3�(06,$(7�,$�,**+(0$%�'&�)$&05,%0(�7)+*+(0�+7�)$5+-053#

$� %/+7� <,&%+*)5,&� *,70A� %/0�/)78,$(� *'$90770(�.)+5%� %'� %/0�2'6,$B7
9,%/0&A� ,5%/')./� %/+7� 2,7� 5,%0&� (07*&+80(� 83� %/0� *')&%� ,7�60&053� ,$
,*-$'250(.60$%�%/,%�/0�/,(�H ,**+(0$%,553I �,77,)5%0(�/0&#���0&�8'(3
8'&0�7+.$7�'9�+$@)&3#���07<+%0�,55�'9�%/+7A�%/0�*')&%�(+(�$'%�+$='-0�%/0
<&07)6<%+'$#

�,707� 7)*/� ,7� %/+7A� 2/+*/� +$*5)(0� '%/0&� 0=+(0$*0� '9� =+'50$*0A
+55)7%&,%0�%/0�*')&%7B�&05)*%,$*0�%'�=+02�('2&3�=+'50$*0�,7�,�<,&%+*)5,&
6,$+907%,%+'$�'9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� +$� .0$0&,5#� ��/0� *')&%� /0&0� (+(
$'%� &0*'.$+;0� %/,%� %/0� <,%%0&$� '9� =+'50$*0� (06'$7%&,%0(� 83� %/0
/)78,$(B7� *'$9077+'$� ,$(� 83� %/0� </37+*,5� 0=+(0$*0� %/,%� 7/0� /,(
7)990&0(� &0*0$%� +$@)&+07� &0+$9'&*0(� %/0� 0=+(0$*0� '9� %/0� ('2&3
(06,$(7#� � 
9� %/0�*')&%�('07�$'%� 700� %/,%�</37+*,5�,77,)5%�,$(�('2&3
(06,$(7� ,&0� *'$7+7%0$%� 2+%/� '$0� ,$'%/0&A� ,$(� ,7� &0+$9'&*+$.� ,

                                                          
?�# �'2&3��0,%/�D
$(+,EA�
��
�������������O���>��D�:�?E#

?�� ���������A���&�	�$'%0��LA�,%����#

?�# �#�#� ����A� �"������ ��"��� ��� ��
�
���� ���� D�:
�1�:::E� ��L�� D�:::E
D(07*&+8+$.��	�&	�� ����	�������	��	�	A��:::��&#��#!#�
:?A�
:LE#

?�# �%,%0� '9� �,&3,$,� =#� �,@+$(0&� �+$./A� �&+6#� �<<#� �'#� �
L>� '9� �::

D�L#��#�::?E#

14

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��


<,%%0&$� '9� 7)8'&(+$,%+'$A� %/0$� +%� +7� 6)*/� 5077� 5+-053� %'� /'5(� %/,%
0+%/0&�'$0�'**)&&0(#��
$�*,707�5+-0�%/+7A�%/0�*')&%B7�6+7)$(0&7%,$(+$.
'9�%/0�(3$,6+*7�'9�=+'50$*0�60,$7�%/,%�+%�+7�5077�5+-053�%'�805+0=0�%/,%
%/0&0�2,7�9,6+5+,5�=+'50$*0�+$�.0$0&,5�'&�('2&3�=+'50$*0�+$�<,&%+*)5,&#
�/0�&07)5%�+7� %/,%�%/0�<'%0$%+,5�7*'<0�'9� %/0�7%,%)%0� +7�$,&&'20(�,$(
0=0$�*,707�%/,%�('�+$='5=0�('2&3�=+'50$*0�2+55�$'%�80�700$�,7�7)*/#

�+6+5,&53A�%/0&0�+7�,�J)07%+'$�,8')%�/'2�%'�+$%0&<&0%�H 7''$I �+$�%/0
('2&3� (0,%/� 7%,%)%0A� 70*%+'$� ��>�� '9� %/0� 
��#� � �/0� ('2&3� (0,%/
7%,%)%0�&0J)+&07�%/,%�%/0�(0,%/�'**)&�H 7''$I �,9%0&�,�%/&0,%�*'$$0*%0(
2+%/� ,� ('2&3� (06,$(� +$� '&(0&� %'� +$='-0� %/0� <&07)6<%+'$� %/,%� %/0
/)78,$(� '&� +$15,27� *,)70(� %/0� (0,%/#� � 
9� H 7''$I � +7� $,&&'253
+$%0&<&0%0(� %'� 60,$� %/,%� %/0&0� *,$$'%� 80� 6)*/� %+60� 80%200$� ,
(06,$(�+$�2/+*/�('2&3�+7�60$%+'$0(�,$(�%/0�(0,%/A�%/0$�%/0�7%,%)%0
+7� 6)*/� 5077� 5+-053� %'� 80� )70(� 0990*%+=053� +$� *,707� +$� 2/+*/� ('2&3
(06,$(7� ,&0�<,&%� '9� ,� 5,&.0&� 7*/060� '9� /,&,7760$%� %/,%� (&+=07� %/0
2'6,$�%'�*'66+%�7)+*+(0�'&�&07)5%7�+$�%/0�(090$(,$%B7�-+55+$.�/0&#

�$0�*'66'$�9,*%�<,%%0&$�+$='5=07�/)78,$(7�'&�%/0+&�&05,%+=07�2/'A
,9%0&� %/0�20((+$.A�/,&,77� %/0�2+=07� 9'&�6'&0�('2&3#� ��=0$%),553� %/0
2'60$�80*'60�7'�(+7%&0770(�%/,%�%/03�50,=0�%/0+&�6,&+%,5�/'60�,$(
&0%)&$� %'� %/0+&� <,&0$%7B� /'60#� � �'20=0&A� &06,+$+$.� 2+%/� %/0+&
<,&0$%7� +7�$'%�,� 5'$.1%0&6�'<%+'$�80*,)70� +%� +7� 7'*+,553� 7%+.6,%+;0(#

?>

�/)7A� ,9%0&� =,&3+$.� <0&+'(7� '9� %+60� %/0� 2'60$� &0%)&$� %'� %/0+&
/)78,$(7#��
9�%/0�2'6,$�+7�-+550(�83�/0&�/)78,$(�'&�/+7�&05,%+=07�,9%0&
&0%)&$+$.� %'� %/0� 6,&+%,5� /'60A� %/0� (0,%/� *,$� 80� %&0,%0(� ,7� ,
/'6+*+(0�,$(�%/0�('2&3�(0,%/�7%,%)%0� +7�$'%�$00(0(#� ��$�%/0�'%/0&
/,$(A�+9�7/0�*'66+%7�7)+*+(0�'&�+9�/'6+*+(0�*,$$'%�80�<&'=0$A�%/0$
%/0�('2&3�(0,%/�7%,%)%0�6,3�80�)709)5�+$�'8%,+$+$.�,�*'$=+*%+'$�7+$*0
%/0�*')&%�*,$�%/0$� +$='-0� %/0�<&07)6<%+'$�%/,%� %/0�/)78,$(�'&�/+7
9,6+53�2,7�&07<'$7+850#

�/0�+$%0&<&0%,%+'$�'9�H 7''$I �+7�'9�<,&%+*)5,&�+6<'&%,$*0#��
9�('2&3
(06,$(7�,&0�)$(0&7%''(�,7�<,&%�'9�,�<,%%0&$�'9�,8)70�(+&0*%0(�,%�%/0
2+90� %'� 6,+$%,+$� %/0� ('6+$,$%� <'7+%+'$� '9� %/0� /)78,$(� ,$(� /+7
9,6+53A� %/0$� +%� +7� )$5+-053� %'� 6,%%0&� %'� %/0� 2'6,$� 2/0%/0&� %/0
/)78,$(�/,7�&09&,+$0(�9&'6�&0<0,%+$.�/+7�('2&3�(06,$(7�7+$*0�7/0
&0%)&$0(� %'� %/0�6,&+%,5� /'60#� � �0�6,3� 2055� /,=0� 800$� ,8)7+=0� '&
7+.$,50(� /+7� *'$%+$)+$.� <'20&� +$� '%/0&� 2,37� ,$(� 7/0� 6,3� /,=0
)$(0&7%''(�%/0�6077,.0�%/,%�7/0�2')5(�80�)$,850�%'�07*,<0�9&'6�/0&
)$80,&,850�<'7+%+'$#���0$020(�$'$1('2&3�,8)70�'&�7)8%50�&06+$(0&7
'9�/+7�<'20&�%'�,8)70�6,3�/,=0�%/0�+(0$%+*,5�0990*%�'$�/0&�,7�&0$020(

                                                          
?>� ���� ����	� $'%07� �>�1>
� ,$(� ,**'6<,$3+$.� %0C%� D0C<5,+$+$.� %/,%� 6,&&+0(

(,)./%0&7B�<,&0$%7�('�$'%�)7),553�<0&6,$0$%53�205*'60�6,&&+0(�(,)./%0&7�,%� %/0+&
/'60E#

15

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��? !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

('2&31&05,%0(� ,8)70�2')5(#� � 
$(00(� +%�6,3� 80� +$(+7%+$.)+7/,850#� � 
%
6,3� 80� %/+7� '=0&,55�6077,.0� %/,%� /,7� *,)70(� /0&� 7)+*+(0#� � 	'&� /0&A
%/070�5,%0&�%/&0,%7�20&0�*'$$0*%0(�%'�%/0�('2&3�(06,$(7�80*,)70�7/0
)$(0&7%,$(7� %/,%� %/03� ,&0� ,55� <,&%� '9� ,$� 099'&%� %'� +$(+*,%0� /0&
7)8'&(+$,%0� <'7+%+'$� 2+%/+$� %/0� 9,6+53#� � �/0%/0&� %/03� 0C<5+*+%53
&090&&0(�%'�('2&3A�'&�0=0$A�2/0%/0&�%/0&0�,&0�5,%0&�0C<5+*+%�%/&0,%7�'9
,$3�%3<0A�2')5(�$'%�6,%%0&#

?


�/0�
$(+,$��)<&060��')&%�/,7�$'%�800$�*50,&�,7�%'�/'2�%/0�2'&(
H 7''$I � +$� %/0� ('2&3� (0,%/� 7%,%)%0� 7/')5(� 80� +$%0&<&0%0(#� � 
$� '$0
*,70A� �	��� %	4�  �� ��	��� ��� 0��4	�A

??
� %/0� 2+90B7� (0,%/� '**)&&0(

,<<&'C+6,%053� '$0� 6'$%/� ,9%0&� 7/0� /,(� 7<0$%� %/0� $+./%� ,%� /0&
8&'%/0&B7�/')70A�*'6<5,+$+$.�%/,%�7/0�(+(�$'%�9005�7,90�,%�/0&�'2$#

?L

�/0�<&'70*)%+'$�<&'=0(�%/,%�7/0�/,(�800$�%/0�7)8@0*%�'9�$)60&')7
(06,$(7� 9'&� ('2&3� <&+'&� %'� =+7+%+$.� /0&� 8&'%/0&A� 8)%� $'$0� 20&0� +$
0=+(0$*0�,9%0&�%/,%�%+60#���07<+%0�%/,%A�%/0��')&%�/05(�%/,%A�,5%/')./
%/0&0�2,7�,�5,<70�'9�@)7%�'=0&�,�6'$%/�80%200$�%/0�6'7%�&0*0$%�('2&3
(06,$(7� ,$(� %/0� 2'6,$B7� (0,%/A� %/+7� 2,7� 7%+55� H 7''$I � ,9%0&� %/0
(06,$(7�80*,)70�%/0&0�20&0�$'�+$%0&=0$+$.�0=0$%7�%/,%�2')5(�7/'2
%/0� %0&6+$,%+'$�'9� %/0�('2&3� /,&,7760$%#� � �/+7� +7� ,$� 0C,6<50�'9� ,
=0&3� (07+&,850� +$%0&<&0%,%+'$� '9� %/0� 7%,%)%0#� � 
%� &0*'.$+;07� %/0
*'$%+$)+$.� 0990*%� %/,%� 0,&5+0&� %/&0,%7� 2+55� /,=0� '$� ,� 2'6,$B7
7)870J)0$%�)$(0&7%,$(+$.�'9�/0&�<'7+%+'$�+$�%/0�9,6+53#


$� *'$%&,7%A� +$� ,$'%/0&� 7+6+5,&� *,70A� %/0� 
$(+,$� �)<&060� �')&%
9')$(�%/,%�%/0�('2&3�(0,%/�7%,%)%0�*')5(�$'%�80�)70(�%'�*'$=+*%� %/0
/)78,$(�80*,)70�%/0�('2&3�(06,$(7�/,(�70$%�%/0�2+90�%'�/0&�9,%/0&B7
/')70� 2/0&0� 7/0� /,(� 7%,30(A� +$� 90,&� 9'&� /0&� 5+90A� 9'&� 0+./%00$
6'$%/7#

?�
��
$�%/+7�*,70A�,�5'*,5�&	��
	�	�

?:
�/,(�%&+0(�%'�76''%/�'=0&�%/0

7+%),%+'$�809'&0� %/0�2'6,$�&0%)&$0(� %'�/0&�/)78,$(B7�/')70#� ��/0

$(+,$��')&%�9')$(�%/,%�+$%0&=0$%+'$�%'�80�7+.$+9+*,$%#��
%�&09)70(�%'
9+$(� %/0� /)78,$(� .)+5%3� )$(0&� %/0� ('2&3� (0,%/� 7%,%)%0� '$� %/0

                                                          
?
� �����,&5,� 	+7*/0&� 0%� ,5#A� '
�� #������� ��� /	�������� 	�
� �
�� %���� ��� *�
�	����� ��

!�������� ��������� #	���A� >?� ��"� �#� ��4#� ���LA� ���L1��� D�::�E� D&0*'.$+;+$.� %/,%
2'60$� 7)8@0*%0(� %'� ,8)70� ,&0� '9%0$� ,850� %'� +$%0&<&0%� (,$.0&� 7+.$7� '9� ,� 8,%%0&0&B7
*'$()*%�%/,%�6+./%�80�60,$+$.5077�%'�%/'70�$'%�+$='5=0(�+$�,$�+$%+6,%0�&05,%+'$7/+<
2+%/�%/0�8,%%0&0&EK��,%/500$��,+%7A�/	�����
�(�����	�
�'
����#
��
������������������6��
(��	�1�������,��
���"�#��#���4#��:A��L�D�::�E�D(07*&+8+$.�'$0�2'6,$B7�&07<'$70�%'
H %/0�5''-I �9&'6�/0&�,8)7+=0�/)78,$(E#

??# �,$7��,@�=#��%,%0�'9��)$@,8A�

?���
���D����E#

?L� �
��S�
#

?�# �,/,A���&�	�$'%0�?�A�,%���L>�D(+7*)77+$.��/,6��,5�=#��%,%0�'9��,&3,$,A��::L
�&#��#!#��:�LE#

?:� ���� �����	���� �+680&53� �#� �5'*-A�%���������� ��� !�������� !��&����� '
����
� �2��	5
7�
���	��*��
	����������
��-����
���	����	�
����	A��
�����#�
��B��F�����#��#!#��L
A��L?
D����E�D(07*&+8+$.�&	��
	�	��,7�,� %3<0�'9�=+55,.0�*')$*+5� %/,%�0C+7%7� +$� 70=0&,5� 9'&67
2+%/�0,*/�/,=+$.�(+990&0$%�&07<'$7+8+5+%+07E#

16

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��L

.&')$(7�%/,%�%/0&0�20&0�$'�0=0$%7�(06'$7%&,%+$.�('2&3�/,&,7760$%
+$� %/0� %2'� 200-7� '&� 7'� 80%200$� 2/0$� %/0� =+*%+6� 509%� /0&� <,&0$%7B
/')70�,$(�2/0$�7/0�(+0(#���/+7�+7�)$9'&%)$,%0�80*,)70�%/0�9,*%�%/,%
%/0� 2'6,$� 2,7� 7)99+*+0$%53� 9&+./%0$0(� %'� &06,+$� ,2,3� 9&'6� /0&
6,&+%,5�/'60�9'&�,�30,&�,$(�,�/,59�<&'8,853� +$(+*,%07�,�=0&3� 70&+')7
50=05�'9�=+'50$*0�.+=0$�%/0�7'*+,5�7%+.6,�,%%,*/0(�%'�7)*/�,�5'$.�7%,3#
	)&%/0&6'&0A�+%�+7�$'%�)$*'66'$�9'&�7'60'$0�%'�%&3�%'�<,%*/�)<�%/0
7+%),%+'$� 80%200$� %/0� 2'6,$� ,$(� /0&� /)78,$(� 809'&0� 7/0� &0%)&$7
/'60#

L�
��
9�%/0�&	��
	�	�B7�099'&%7�,&0�700$�,7�$0.,%+$.�%/0�*'$%+$)+$.

/,&,7760$%A�+%�2+55�80�+6<'77+850�%'�<&'70*)%0�6,$3�70&+')7�*,707#

�/0��')&%B7� 9,+5)&0�/0&0� %'�)$(0&7%,$(� %/0�0+./%00$�6'$%/7� %/,%
%/0�2'6,$� 7%,30(� ,2,3� 9&'6�/0&�6,&+%,5� /'60� ,7� +$(+*,%+=0� '9� %/0
(,$.0&� ,%%,*/0(� %'� /0&� 7+%),%+'$� ,$(� +%7� 2+55+$.$077� %'� 700� ')%7+(0
+$%0&=0$%+'$� ,7� <&'%0*%+=0� '9� %/0� =+*%+6� (+7<5,3� ,� 9)$(,60$%,5
6+7)$(0&7%,$(+$.�'9�%/0�(3$,6+*7�'9� %/0�2'6,$B7�&05,%+'$7/+<�2+%/
/0&� /)78,$(� ,$(� +$15,27#� � �/0� �')&%A� 5+-0� %/0� <'5+*0A� ,<<0,&7� %'
805+0=0�%/,%�%/0�('2&3�=+'50$*0�+7�,�7)<0&9+*+,5�<&'8506�<0&/,<7�()0
%'�6,5,(@)7%60$%�'&�(+990&+$.�)$(0&7%,$(+$.7�'9�,�6,&&+,.0�*'$%&,*%#
�+60�,$(� %/0� 5'*,5�&	��
	�	��6+./%�80� ,850� %'� &07'5=0� %/070#� ��+60
,$(�%/0�5'*,5�&	��
	�	�A�/'20=0&A�2+55�('�5+%%50�%'�*/,$.0�%/0�2'6,$B7
<'7+%+'$�+$�%/0�9,6+53�'&�/0&�/)78,$(B7�<'20&�,$(�*'$%&'5�'=0&�/0&#
"$5+-0�%/0�(0*+7+'$�+$��	���%	4A�%/0��')&%�/0&0�+7�$'%�&0*'.$+;+$.�%/0
('2&3�=+'50$*0�,7�<,&%�'9�,�737%06�'9�80/,=+'&7�,+60(�,%�6,+$%,+$+$.
%/0�2'6,$B7�7)8'&(+$,%+'$�2+%/+$�%/0�9,6+53#

�/070�6+7)$(0&7%,$(+$.7�'9�%/0�(3$,6+*7�'9�9,6+53�=+'50$*0�,$(�'9
%/0�&'50�%/,%�('2&3�=+'50$*0�<5,37�)$(0&6+$0�%/0�099'&%7�%'�05+6+$,%0
%/0� =+'50$*0� %/&')./� %/0� )70� '9� %/0� *&+6+$,5� @)7%+*0� 737%06#� � �=0$
2055160,$+$.� <'5+*0� 6,3� &0*'660$(� %'� =+*%+67� %/,%� %/03� )$(0&.'
*')$705+$.� ,$(� &0%)&$� %'� %/0� 9,6+53#� � 
9� %/0�6+7'.3$+7%� ,%%+%)(07� '9
7'60�<'5+*0�/,=0�$'%�*/,$.0(A�&05+,$*0�'$�%/0�*&+6+$,5�@)7%+*0�737%06
9'&�<&'%0*%+'$�6,3�,*%),553�9)&%/0&�0$(,$.0&�7'60�2'60$#��	+$,553A�+9
%/0�*')&%7�*'$%+$)0�%'�805+0=0�+$,**)&,%053�%/,%�('2&3�=+'50$*0�+7�$'%
*'$$0*%0(�%'�5,&.0&�<,%%0&$7�'9�60$%,5�,$(�</37+*,5�,8)70�'9�2'60$A
%/03�2+55�6+77�('2&3�=+'50$*0�0=0$�2/0$�+%�+7�,*%),553�'**)&&+$.#���/+7
2+55� 7+.$+9+*,$%53� &0()*0� %/0� <'%0$%+,5� 9'&� %/0� 7%,%)%07� %'� <&'%0*%
=+*%+67�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0#

                                                          
L�� �����,5&,6��&,7,(��.&,2,5�=#��%,%0�'9��+/,&A��#
#�#�D�::LE��#�#�����A�����1��

D(07*&+8+$.� /'2� ,� 2+90B7� 9,%/0&� 6,3� +$%0&=0$0� %'� 0$*')&,.0� /0&� %'� &0%)&$� %'� /0&
/)78,$(E#� ��9%0$� %/0�2+90B7� 9,%/0&� '&� 8&'%/0&� 2+55� %&3� %'� 0990*%� ,� *'6<&'6+70� %/,%
,55'27�/0&�%'�&0%)&$�%'�/0&�6,&+%,5�/'60�80*,)70�/0&�&06,+$+$.�+$�/0&�$,%,5�/'60
9'&�,�50$.%/�'9�%+60�+7�'9%0$�0*'$'6+*,553�(+99+*)5%�,$(�7'*+,553�7%+.6,%+;+$.#���
�

17

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����




# ���������������
�
���
�
��������������4
�������
���
��
�����������	������	�������
��4
����������
�������������

����������#

�'%/� %/0�('2&3�6)&(0&� 7%,%)%0� ,$(� %/0� *&)05%3� 7%,%)%0�/,=0�800$
)$(0&7%''(� ,7� 9'*)7+$.�'$� %/0� /'&&'&� '9� ('2&3� =+'50$*0#

L�
� � !)(+*+,5

+$%0&<&0%,%+'$7�'9�%/070�7%,%)%07�/,=0�9&0J)0$%53�800$�$,&&'2�7'�,7�%'
6,-0�*&+6+$,5�'$53� 9'&67�'9� =+'50$*0� %/,%�,&0�*50,&53� +(0$%+9+,850�,7
('2&3�=+'50$*0#���/+7�7+6)5%,$0')753�,55'27�%/0�*')&%7�%'�0C<&077�%/0+&
6'&,5� ')%&,.0� ,%� %/0� +$@)&+07� '9� ('2&3� =+'50$*0� 2+%/')%� /,=+$.� %'
%/+$-� ,8')%� %/0� '%/0&� 9'&67� '9� =+'50$*0� %'2,&(� 2'60$� %/,%� ,&0
0$(06+*�+$�%/0�7'*+0%3#� ��,&&'2� +$%0&<&0%,%+'$7�'9� %/0�7%,%)%07� 50,=0
%/0� +6<&077+'$�%/,%�'$53�('2&3�=+'50$*0�6,%%0&7#� �	'&�0C,6<50A�'$0
+$*0$70(� *')&%� 2&'%0A� H�=0&3� %+60� ,� *,70� &05,%+$.� %'� ('2&3� (0,%/
*'607� )<� +%� *,)707� &+<<507� +$� %/0� <''5� '9� *'$7*+0$*0� '9� %/+7� *')&%#
�'%/+$.� *,$� 80� 6'&0� 8,&8,&')7A� $'%/+$.� *')5(� 80� 6'&0� /0+$')7
%/,$� %/+7� 7'&%� '9� ,� *&+60#�#�#�#I

L�
� � H�/+7� 7'&%� '9� ,� *&+60I � &090&7� 8,*-

'$53�%'�(0,%/7�*,)70(�83�('2&3�(06,$(7#��
%�+6<5+07�%/,%�'%/0&�9'&67
'9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� ,&0� $'%� 0J),553� /0+$')7#� � �/+$-+$.� ,8')%
=+'50$*0�+$�%/+7�2,3�,55'27�,�*')&%�%'�*'$7+(0&�'$53�,�=0&3�$,&&'2�75+*0
'9� %/0� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0�2'60$� 9,*0� ,$(� 30%� %'� 805+0=0� +%� +7� ('+$.
7'60%/+$.�%'�+6<&'=0�%/0�7+%),%+'$�'9�2'60$#���+6+5,&53A�,�9'*)7�'$
('2&3� =+'50$*0� 60,$7� %/,%� +$� *,707� +$� 2/+*/� ,� 2+90� +7� </37+*,553
,8)70(� ,$(� %&0,%0(� +$� ,� .0$0&,553� (060,$+$.� 6,$$0&A� '$53� %/0
(060,$+$.�*'660$%7�,8')%�%/0�<,5%&+$077�'9�/0&�('2&3�,$(�'$53�%/0
</37+*,5� =+'50$*0� *'$$0*%0(� %'� %/0� +$7)99+*+0$%� ('2&3� 2+55� 6,%%0&#
�'$1('2&3�=+'50$*0�+7�&,&053�0=0$�(+7*)770(�+$�%/0�*,707#��
%�+7�,7�+9�%/+7
<&'8506�('07�$'%�0C+7%#

L�

�/0� *')&%7B� /,$(5+$.� '9� *,707� )$(0&� %/0� �$%+1�&)05%3� 7%,%)%0A
70*%+'$�>:��A� +55)7%&,%07� %/+7� %0$(0$*3� %'� 9'*)7�'$�('2&3�=+'50$*0� %'
%/0� 0C*5)7+'$� '9� ,55� '%/0&� 9'&67� '9� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� 2+=07#� � �3� +%7
%0&67A�70*%+'$�>:���,<<5+07�%'�7+%),%+'$7�+$='5=+$.�0+%/0&�.&,=0�+$@)&3
%'�%/0�2+90�'&�('2&3�(06,$(7#���'%/�,&0�$'%�$0*077,&3#� ��$0�2')5(

                                                          
L�� ���� �� ���A� ��&�	� $'%0� �?A� ,%� ���1�:� D*&+%+*+;+$.� 7%,%)%'&3� 9'*)7� '$� ('2&3

=+'50$*0�,7�'<<'70(�%'�,55�9'&67�'9�*&)05%3�,$(�,8)70�'9�,�2+90E#

L�� �����#�#��,$(,$7/+=�F�!'553��,%/02A����	��%���������!������	��A�������
K���"�
�>�D�,$+�!0%/6,5,$+�0(#A��::
E�D(+7*)77+$.�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�,7�,�*'$*0<%�*'$9+$0(
2+%/+$� %/0�2,557� '9� %/0� /'60� ,$(� 
$(+,B7� +$,8+5+%3� %'� (0,5� 2+%/� %/+7� 7'*+,5� <&'8506
2+%/�,$3�7<0*+9+*+%3E#� ��/+7�,&%+*50� +7�,57'�,=,+5,850�,%�/%%<���222#/7</#/,&=,&(#0()�
.&/9���7+,�9'&)67�('2&3�,&%+*507�&09'&6#/%65#

L�� ����4������������������"��A��������"������ ���� 
����
�����
�
��� �	� �
�"��"������
�����:�D����E�D,&.)+$.�%/,%�%/0�9'*)7�'$�('2&31&05,%0(�=+'50$*0�6,-07
+%�(+99+*)5%� 9'&�=+*%+67�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0� %'� 9'*)7�'$� %/0�'%/0&�<,+$9)5� ,7<0*%7�'9
=+'50$*0A�7)*/�,7�=+'5,%+'$�'9�'$07059A�7)8'&(+$,%+'$A�/,&,7760$%A�,$(�7)990&+$.E#

18

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��:

%/0&09'&0�0C<0*%�7'60�*,707�<&'70*)%0(�)$(0&�%/+7�7%,%)%0�%'�+$='5=0
*5,+67� '9� ('2&3� =+'50$*0A� 8)%� '%/0&7� %'� 7+6<53� +$='5=0� 7/'2+$.7� '9
*&)05%3� +$� '%/0&� 9'&67#� � �'7%� *'$=+*%+'$7� '=0&� %/0� 30,&7A� /'20=0&A
/,=0� 800$� +$� *,707� '9� (0,%/7� %/,%� +$='5=0(� ('2&3� (06,$(7#

L>
� � 
$

,$'%/0&�*,70�+$�2/+*/�%/0�=+*%+6�(+0(�83�9,55+$.�+$%'�,�2055A�%/0�*')&%
&0*')$%0(�%/0�$)60&')7�2,37�+$�2/+*/A�'=0&�%/0�30,&7A�%/0�/)78,$(
/,(�%&0,%0(� %/0�2+90�*&)0553#

L

� ��/070�+$*5)(0(�80,%+$.7A�0C<&077+'$7

'9�%/0�/)78,$(B7�*'$%+$)+$.�(07+&0�%'�80�6,&&+0(�%'�,$'%/0&�2'6,$A
,$(�&+(+*)50�()&+$.�%/0�0,&53�30,&7�'9�%/0�6,&&+,.0�80*,)70�7/0�/,(
$'%�30%�<&'()*0(�,$3�6,50�/0+&7#���/0�,8)70�/,(�800$�7'�8,(�%/,%�%/0
2'6,$� /,(� %&+0(� %'� *'66+%� 7)+*+(0� ,%� 50,7%� '$*0� <&0=+')753#� � �/0
$+./%�809'&0�%/0�2'6,$B7�(0,%/A�$0+./8'&7�/,(�/0,&(�,� 9+./%�.'+$.
'$�+$�/0&�/')70�()&+$.�2/+*/�7/0�2,7�,77,)5%0(�83�/0&�/)78,$(#���/0
*')&%� 9')$(� %/0�/)78,$(�,$(� 7'60�'9�/+7� &05,%+=07� .)+5%3�'9� *&)05%3
)$(0&� %/0� H.&,=0� +$@)&3I � (09+$+%+'$A� $'%� )$(0&� %/0� ('2&3� (06,$(7
70*%+'$#���07<+%0�,55�'9�%/+7A�2/0$�%/0�*')&%�&0*')$%0(�%/0�&0,7'$7�9'&
9+$(+$.�%/0�(090$(,$%7�.)+5%3A�+%�7<0*+9+*,553�60$%+'$0(�%/0�(06,$(7
9'&� +$*&0,70(� ('2&3#

L?
� � 
%� +7� ,7� +9A� 2+%/')%� %/070� (06,$(7A� 0=0$� %/0

50=05� '9� ,8)70� (+7<5,30(� /0&0� 2')5(� /,=0� 800$� +$7)99+*+0$%� 9'&� ,
9+$(+$.�'9�*&)05%3#

�+=0$�%/0�H.&,=0�+$@)&3I � 5,$.),.0�'9� 70*%+'$�>:��A�,� %+0� %'�('2&3
=+'50$*0� 7/')5(� $'%� 80� $0*077,&3#� � �'&� 7/')5(� ,� 2+90B7� (0,%/� 80
&0J)+&0(� %'�8&+$.�,�*,70#� ��5%/')./� %/0��)<&060��')&%� +$� ,� &0*0$%
*,70� &)50(� %/,%� ,� *,70� '9� *&)05%3� *')5(� 80� 8,70(� 7'5053� '$� H60$%,5
%'&%)&0�'&�,8$'&6,5�80/,=+')&AI

LL
� %/0� *')&%7�/,=0� &0<0,%0(53� 9')$(

$'�5+,8+5+%3�9'&�,8)70�%/,%�('07�$'%�+$='5=0�%/0�2+90B7�(0,%/�,$(�('07
$'%� +$*5)(0� ,550.,%+'$7� '9� ('2&3� =+'50$*0#

L�
� ��$0� *'660$%,%'&� /,7

$'%0(� %/,%� H 7%&,3� +$*+(0$%7I � '9� =+'50$*0� ,&0� +$7)99+*+0$%#
L:
� � �0*%+'$

>:���%0$(7�%'�80�)70(�,7�,�8,*-1)<�+$�('2&3�(0,%/�*,707�2/+*/�9'&�,
=,&+0%3� '9� &0,7'$7� *,$$'%� 80� <&'70*)%0(� )$(0&� 70*%+'$� ��>�#� � �/+7

                                                          
L>� �����
���A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%�:�D+$(+*,%+$.�%/,%�H %/0&0�+7�,�%0$(0$*3�%'�+(0$%+93

�0*%+'$�>:���2+%/�('2&3�&05,%0(�*&+60AI �,$(�7%,%+$.�%/,%�H +%�2,7�*)7%'6&,&3�9'&�%/0
<'5+*0�%'�,((�*/,&.07�'9�('2&3�%'��0*%+'$�>:���%'�6,-0�%/0�*,70�7%&'$.I EK��� ���A
��&�	�$'%0��?A�,%�����D7%,%+$.�%/,%�7)*/�7%,%)%'&3�<&'=+7+'$7�,&0�+$%0$(0(�%'�(0,5�2+%/
('2&3�(0,%/7�,$(�8&+(0�8)&$+$.�+$7%0,(�'9�'&(+$,&3�('607%+*�=+'50$*0E#

L
� �����,5&,6��&,7,(��.,&2,5�=#��%,%0�'9��+/,&A��#
#�#�D�::LE��#�#�����A����>A�S��
D(+7*'=0&+$.�%/,%�*&)05�,*%7�&,$.0(�9&'6�80,%+$.7�%'�%/&0,%7�%'�-+55E#

L?� �
��S���#

LL� �����,$,$,%/��,%%$,+-�=#��%,%0�'9��&+77,A����������#��������D����E#

L�� �����
���A� ��&�	� $'%0� ��A� ,%� �� D/+./5+./%+$.� %/,%� '$53� 
R�'9�60$%,5� *&)05%3
*,707�0=0$�.0%�8''-0(E#

L:� ������ ���A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%�����D�::
E�D7%,%+$.� %/,%� 7%&,3� +$*+(0$%7�('�$'%
*'$7%+%)%0� *&)05%3EK� ���� 	���� �7'-,$� =#� �%,%0A� �#
#�#� D����E� �#�#�#� �>>>A� �>>LA� S� 

D,*J)+%%+$.�8&'%/0&1+$15,2�2/'�%/&02�/'%�*'9900�,%�=+*%+6E#

19

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

60,$7�%/,%�'$*0�,.,+$A�%/0�9'*)7�+7�'$�%/0�('2&3�'990$70A�,$(�'%/0&
9'&67�'9�,8)70�,&0�'9%0$�+.$'&0(�'&�6+$+6+;0(�+$�+6<'&%,$*0#

�/0�<'5+*0�,57'�%0$(�%'�=+02�('2&3�=+'50$*0�,7�*&+6+$,5�2/+50�'%/0&
9'&67�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�,&0�*'$7+(0&0(�5077� 70&+')7#� ��060680&A
9'&�0C,6<50A�%/0�*,70�(+7*)770(�,8'=0�+$�2/+*/�,�2'6,$�2,7�-+*-0(
+$�%/0�7%'6,*/�2/+50�<&0.$,$%�,$(�%/0$�8&)%,553�80,%0$�+660(+,%053
,9%0&�%/0�*07,&0,$�70*%+'$A�,$(�'9�2/+*/� %/0�<'5+*0�'99+*+,5�/,(�7,+(A
H�/+7�+7�$'%�,�*,70A�+%�+7�,$�+$*+(0$%#�#�#�#�
%�+7�,�=0&3�'&(+$,&3�6,%%0&#I

��

�0�2,7�7+.$,5+$.�/+7�&09)7,5�%'�&0*'.$+;0�8&)%,5�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�,7
80+$.� *&+6+$,5#� � 
$7%0,(A� %/+7� %3<0� '9� $'$1('2&3� =+'50$*0� 2,7� 7'
'&(+$,&3� +$� %/0� '99+*+,5B7� 6+$(� %/,%� %/0� <'5+*0� 2')5(� $'%� 0=0$
+$=07%+.,%0� %/0� 0=0$%7� ,7� ,� *&+60#� � �5%/')./� %/,%� *,70� %''-� <5,*0
809'&0�%/0��$%+1�&)05%3� 7%,%)%0�2,7�0$,*%0(A�*'660$%,%'&7�*'$%+$)0
%'� &0<'&%� %/,%� %/0� <'5+*0� 7%+55� ('� $'%� %,-0� $'$1('2&3� =+'50$*0
70&+')753#

��
���+7/+��+%&,A�,�20551-$'2$�&070,&*/0&�+$�%/0�9+05(A�&0<'&%7

%/,%�%/0�<'5+*0A�,$(�0=0$�5,230&7A�7'60%+607�%/+$-�('607%+*�=+'50$*0
*,707�*,$$'%�80�<&'70*)%0(�)$(0&�%/0�7%,%)%07�2+%/')%�<&''9�'9�('2&3
(06,$(7#� � �/03� '9%0$� ,(=+70� 2'60$� %'� ,((� ,550.,%+'$7� '9� ('2&3
(06,$(7� %'� %/0+&� &0<'&%7� 7'� %/,%� %/0� *,707� *,$� 80�6'=0(� 9'&2,&(#
�/+7�2055160,$+$.� ,(=+*0� +7� )$9'&%)$,%0� 80*,)70� %/0� *,707� ,&0� %/0$
5+-053� %'� 80� %/&'2$� ')%� 2/0$� +%� 80*'607� ,<<,&0$%� %/,%� %/0� *5,+67
*,$$'%�80�<&'=0$#

��

�/+7�%0$(0$*3�'9�*&+6+$,5+;,%+'$�%'�50.+%+6,%0�,*%+=+%+07�%/,%�,&0�$'%
%/0� 9'*)7� '9� 0C<5+*+%� *&+6+$,5� 7%,%)%07� +7� <,&%+*)5,&53� <&'8506,%+*
80*,)70A� $'%� 7)&<&+7+$.53A� %/0&0� +7� <50$%3� '9� $'$1('2&3� =+'50$*0� +$

$(+,A� ,7� %/0&0� +7� +$� %/0� &07%� '9� %/0� 2'&5(#� � �=0&,55� 7%,%+7%+*7� 9'&
=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�2+=07�=,&3�9&'6���R�%'�?�RA�(0<0$(+$.�'$�%/0�7%)(3

                                                          
��� �����00<%+A�7�&�	�$'%0���A�,%���>#

��# �+=3,��,$(03A�/��
�5/��������(	
��
	A� ��������B���������
���
�������"��
�
������ ��� ������
�� �	� ���������� ��4�����A� ������ ���
��� ���� ���
4
��� ��������
D�00&,� �'7,68+� 0(#A� �::>EK� ������� �� ���A� ��
���� ���
���� ������ ���

�������
4���������?1�L�D�::
E#���$0�2'60$B7�'&.,$+;,%+'$�(+7*'=0&0(�%/,%�+%7�'2$
&0*'&(7�+$*5)(0(�,%�50,7%�����*,707�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�+$�%/0��,$.,5'&0�,&0,#���/0
<'5+*0�'$53�/,(�����'9�%/070�*,707�+$�%/0+&�&0*'&(7#� ��/0�(+7*&0<,$*3�2,7�)5%+6,%053
0C<5,+$0(� 83� %/0� 9,*%� %/,%� %/0� <'5+*0� *'$9+$0(� %/0+&� &0*'&(7� +$� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0
7+%),%+'$7�%'�*,707�%/,%�*')5(�80�8''-0(�)$(0&�%/0�%2'�,$%+1('2&3�7%,%)%07A��0*%+'$7
��>�� ,$(� >:��#� � �/03� *'$7+(0&0(� ,55� '%/0&� *,707� %'� 80� H ,**+(0$%,5I � (0,%/7� ,$(
*5'70(� %/06� +2%/')%� 6)*/� +$=07%+.,%+'$#� � %�&����� 3������� ��	�� ���
� *��
��A� ��L
���"��
���A��>�D����EK��,$/,+,/��/05,&+A�0�	����� ���� �
��/�
	�� 7�
��A�����A� !,$#��A
����� D(07*&+8+$.� %/0� 7%'&3� '9� <'5+*0� (05,3� +$� ,*%+$.� '$� ,� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� *,70EA
	 	��	����	��/%%<���222#%/01200-#*'6���@,$���0=0$%7�/%6#

��� �����
���A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%�:�D7%,%+$.�%/,%�%/0�%&)%/�+7�(+99+*)5%�%'�<&'=0�+$�,
*')&%�'9� 5,2A�8)%�,57'�J)07%+'$+$.�2/0%/0&� 5+07�*,$�80�<&'=0$EK� ����	�����''$,*/,�F
�,$(03A� ��&�	�$'%0� >
A� ,%� ��� D,770&%+$.� %/,%� %/0������ 9&0J)0$%53� /,7� %'� 80� ('2&31
&05,%0(�%'�80�%,-0$�70&+')753E#

20

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ���

,$(� %/0�,&0,�80+$.� 7%)(+0(#
��
� ��$0� 7%)(3�07%+6,%0(� %/,%��
R�'9� %/0

*,707� +$='5=+$.�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�2+=07�2,7� ,%%&+8)%,850� %'�'$53�('2&3
(06,$(7#

�>
� � �**'&(+$.� %'� %/0� 7,60� 7%)(3A� L�R� '9� 9+&7%� <0&7'$

,**')$%7�'9�%/0�=+'50$*0�,$(�+%7�*,)707�('�$'%�0=0$�60$%+'$�('2&3#
�


�+6+5,&53A�,� 906+$+7%�,*%+=+7%� +$� 
$(+,�7,37A� H 
�/,=0�$'%�*'60�,*&'77�,
7+$.50�*,70�,6'$.7%�%/0�/)$(&0(7�
�/,=0�/0,&(A�&0,(�'9�'&�(0,5%�2+%/A
2/0&0�%/0�/)78,$(�,$(�+$15,27�/,&,770(�%/0�2'6,$�80*,)70�'9�('2&3
,5'$0#�#�#�#��+77,%+79,*%+'$� +7� 0C<&0770(� $'%� '$53� 2+%/� %/0� J),5+%3� ,$(
J),$%+%3� '9� %/0� ('2&3� 8)%� 0J),553� 2+%/� %/0� 2'6,$� /0&7059#I

�?
� � �/0

9'*)7�'$�('2&3�=+'50$*0�+$�%/0�*&+6+$,5�5,27�/,7�6,(0�'%/0&�=+'50$*0
,<<0,&�5077�*&+6+$,5�,$(�6'&0�<,&%�'9�0=0&3(,3�5+90#


$�6,$3�,&0,7�'9�
$(+,A�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�+$�'$0�9'&6�'&�,$'%/0&�+7
+$(00(� <,&%� '9� 0=0&3(,3� 5+90#

�L
� � �5%/')./� &,%07� '9� =+'50$*0� =,&3

%&060$(')753�83�.0'.&,</+*�,&0,A�+$�7'60�,&0,7�'9�
$(+,�%/03�,&0�,7
/+./�,7�L
R#

��
��
$�,((+%+'$A�&,%07�'9�</37+*,5�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�5'2�*,7%0

'&�7*/0()50(�*,7%0�2'60$�,&0�/+./0&�%/,$�,.,+$7%�/+./�*,7%0�2'60$A
,5%/')./� %/0� 5,%%0&�&0<'&%� 7+.$+9+*,$%� 50=057�'9� =0&8,5� ,$(�06'%+'$,5
,8)70#

�:
� �	'&�6,$3�2'60$A�=+'50$*0�6,3�80�$'&6,%+=0�80*,)70� %/03

                                                          
��� ����������F����A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%��A����D(+7*)77+$.�,�7%)(3�'9�%/&00�=+55,.07

+$� &)&,5� 7')%/0&$� 
$(+,� %/,%� 7/'20(� %/,%� ��R�'9� %/0�2'60$�/,=0� 800$� 80,%0$� 83
%/0+&�/)78,$(7EK�����	���������
������A�������"��������������	���������"�
�����D�:::E
D*+%+$.�%/0�'=0&,55�&,%07�'9�=+'50$*0�%'�80�80%200$���R�,$(�?�RE#

�>� �������!������
��%�	��������"A�
�����"��
�
�D�:�:E#

�
� �
�K������"���
A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%�
��D(+7*)77+$.�,$'%/0&�7%)(3�%/,%�9')$(�
�R
'9�('2&3�=+*%+67�,%%&+8)%0(�%/0�=+'50$*0�%'�*,)707�'%/0&�%/,$�('2&3�(06,$(7E#

�?� �����+7/2,&A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%���#

�L� ���� �� ���A� ��&�	� $'%0� �?A� ,%� ��L� D06</,7+;+$.� 8&',(� 7'*+,5� ,**0<%,$*0� '9
2+90�80,%+$.E#

��� ����4+7,&+,A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%����D7%,%+$.�%/,%�7+.$+9+*,$%�&,%07�'9�=+'50$*0�&,$.0
9&'6��?1��R�+$��,6+5��,()�,$(���1>�R�+$�"%%,&��&,(07/E#���/0�%2'�207%0&$�7%,%07
'9� �,(3,� �&,(07/� ,$(� �,/,&,7/%&,� ,**')$%� 9'&� $0,&53� '$01%/+&(� '9� %/0� %'%,5
&0.+7%0&0(�*&+607�,.,+$7%�2'60$A�(07<+%0� %/0� 9,*%� %/,%� %/03� ,**')$%� 9'&� '$53� ,8')%
�
R�'9�
$(+,B7�<'<)5,%+'$��������������������������
��4
�������
��
��
�A���&�	�$'%0
�A� ,%� �K� ����"�� �	� 
��
�� D5,7%� =+7+%0(� �,&#� 
A� ����EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#
*0$7)7+$(+,#$0%#

�:� ����4+7,&+,A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%�:A����D7/'2+$.�'=0&,55�&,%07�'9�2+90�,8)70�%'�80
80%200$� L>1��R� 9'&� 5'2� *,7%0�2'60$� 9&'6� &)&,5��)@,&,%A� 
?R� 9'&��)75+6�2'60$
9&'6� %/0� 7,60� ,&0,A� ,$(�>
R� 9'&�/+./� *,7%0�2'60$� 9&'6� %/0� 7,60� &0.+'$E#� ��/0
&0<'&%�,57'� 7/'27� %/,%�'$53��LR�'9�/+./�*,7%0�2'60$�0$*')$%0&�</37+*,5� ,8)70A� ,7
*'6<,&0(�%'�
LR�'9�%/0�5'2�*,7%0�2'60$#���
�K�����	�����,/,@,$A���&�	�$'%0��
A�,%�

D7/'2+$.�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�/+./�*,7%0�2'60$�,%���1��R�8)%�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�5'2�*,7%0
2'60$� ,%� *5'70&� %'� L
RE#� � 	)&%/0&6'&0A� ,� 2'6,$B7� +$(+=+(),5� */,&,*%0&+7%+*7� ,57'
*'&&05,%0�2+%/�%/0�50=05�'9�=+'50$*0#���
���
%�6,3�80�%/,%�2'60$�2/'�/,=0�/+./0&�7%,%)7
80*,)70�'9�%/0+&�0()*,%+'$A�,8+5+%3�%'�0,&$�6'$03�+$�%/0�6,&-0%�'&�*)&&0$%�,8+5+%3�%'
80,&�*/+5(&0$�,&0� 5077� 5+-053�%'�80�,8)70(#������4+@,30$(&,��,'A�(���������,� ����#	����
	�
�������&	����������	5�����
��
�%�������������	��������%��	���	��	�	.	����80	�����&	����1
������������ ��	�����A� ��� ������A� ���"���
��� ���� ��4�4��������� ���1�>A� ���
D�,+%/&03+��&+7/$,&,@�0%�,5#�0(7#A��::�E�D,&.)+$.�%/,%�2+=07�2/'�/,=0�$'%�8'&$0�6,50
*/+5(&0$A�<'77+853�80*,)70�'9�,.0A�'&�2/0&0�7%0&+5+;,%+'$�/,7�0$(0(�%/0+&�&0<&'()*%+=0
*,&00&7A�,&0�6'&0�5+-053�%'�80�,8)70(A�,$(�%/,%�2+=07�2/'�0,&$�')%7+(0�+$*'60�'&�,&0

21

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

/,=0�800$�7'*+,5+;0(�+$%'�805+0=+$.�%/,%�%/0+&�/)78,$(7�,&0�0$%+%50(�%'
<'20&� '=0&� %/06#� � �/0� */,&,*%0&� '9� �+%,� +$� %/0� 20551-$'2$� 
$(+,$
0<+*A� %/0� %	�	�	�	A� 0C06<5+9+07� %/0� 70595077$077� ,$(� (0(+*,%+'$� %'
/)78,$(�%'�2/+*/�2'60$�,&0� %'�,7<+&0#

:�
� ��/0$�/0&�/)78,$(A��'&(

�,6,�2,7�8,$+7/0(�%'�%/0�9'&07%A��+%,�,**'6<,$+0(�/+6A�6,-+$.�/+7
<,%/�*'69'&%,850�83�7%,6<+$.�('2$�%/0�7/,&<�.&,77�+$�9&'$%�'9�/+6�7'
%/,%� 7/0A� $'%� /0A� 2')5(� 80� *)%� 83� +%#� ��/+50� +$� %/0� 9'&07%A� 7/0� 2,7
-+($,<<0(� 83� �,=,$,� 2/'� %&+0(� %'� 70()*0� /0&A� 8)%� 7/0� &06,+$0(
9,+%/9)5�%'��,6,#� ��=0$%),553A��,6,�&07*)0(�/0&A�8)%�,9%0&�/0�/0,&(
&)6'&7�%/,%�7/0�/,(�$'%�800$�9,+%/9)5A�/0�8,$+7/0(�/0&�'$*0�,.,+$#
�07<+%0�%/+7A�7/0�&06,+$0(�(0='%0(�'$53�%'�/+6#���+-0��+%,A�,$�
$(+,$
8&+(0� +7� 7)<<'70(� %'� 80� 9,+%/9)5� ,$(� (0='%0(� %'� /0&� /)78,$(A
&0.,&(5077� '9� %/0� ,(=0&7+%+07� 7/0� 6,3� 9,*0� ,$(� /'2� /0� /,7� %&0,%0(
/0&#

:�

�/0�,$*+0$%� 
$(+,$��'(0�'9��,$)�,57'�*,557� 9'&�2'60$� %'�/'$'&
,$(�'803� %/0+&� /)78,$(7#� H G�N/0�2+90� 7/')5(� 7)8@0*%� /0&7059� %'� %/0
,)%/'&+%3�'9�/0&�/)78,$(#���/0�7/')5(�$0=0&�('�,$3%/+$.�%/,%�6+./%
(+7<50,70�/+6A�2/0%/0&�/0�+7�,5+=0�'&�(0,(#I

:�
����2'6,$�2/'�%&0,%0(

/0&�/)78,$(�2+%/�(+7&07<0*%�2')5(� 7)990&� +$�0%0&$+%3#� ��0&� &05+.+')7
()%3� +$� %/+7� 5+90� 2,7� (0='%+'$� H ,%� /+7� 900%#I

:�
� � �$'%/0&� ,$*+0$%

,)%/'&+%3� 7,37� %/,%� ,� 2+90� 7/')5(� ,*%� 5+-0� ,� 75,=0� +$� &05,%+'$� %'� /0&
/)78,$(A� %/0�6,7%0&#

:>
� � �� /)78,$(B7� H(+7*+<5+$0I � '9� /+7� 2+90� +7� $'%

'$53� <0&6+77+850A� 8)%� %'� 80� 0C<0*%0(#� � 
%� 70&=07� ,7� ,� 60,$7� '9
07%,85+7/+$.�/+7�<'20&�'=0&�/0&#���7�2+%/�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�05702/0&0
+$�%/0�2'&5(A�%/0�<&0*+<+%,%+$.�*,)707�'9�%/0�80,%+$.�6+./%�80�%&+=+,5A
<0&/,<7� 80*,)70� %/0�2+90� ,*%0(� +$7)99+*+0$%53� .&,*+')753� %'2,&(� /+6
'&� /,(� $'%� ,(0J),%053� <0&9'&60(� /0&� /')70/'5(� ()%+07#

:

� � "$(0&

%&,(+%+'$,5�&)507A�%/0�/)78,$(�2,7�,55'20(�%'�80,%�/0&�2+%/�,�&'<0�'&�,
%/+$�7%+*-�'9�8,68''#

:?

                                                          
6'&0�0()*,%0(�,&0�5077�5+-053�%'�80�80,%0$E#���'20=0&A�%/0�/+./0&�%/0�/)78,$(B7�50=05
'9�0()*,%+'$A�%/0�.&0,%0&�%/0�5+-05+/''(�%/,%�%/0�2+90�2+55�80�80,%0$#���
��,%����#

:�� ���� �,-,&A� ��&�	� $'%0� >�A� ,%� 
>� D&0%055+$.� %/0� 50.0$(� '9� �+%,EK� ���� 	���� !0,$
!'/$7'$A� %	�	� 	�
� �
�� %	�	�	�	�� �������� ��� !
	��	� D5,7%� =+7+%0(� !,$#� �LA� ����E
D(07*&+8+$.� �+%,� ,7� ,� *'$%+$)+$.� &'50� 6'(05� 9'&� 3')$.� .+&57EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���
,7-,7+,#'&.�9&*5,7&6�5077<5,$������
>#/%6#

:�� ��������!���F�����"�
��A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%�
K�����	����4+(/)��'/,$A����'
���
	���&������/	�����
�(� ��"A����4
����������
�������������D�)7/6,��''(�0(#A��::�E
D,$,5'.+;+$.�%'��,+$%��,)5B7�*5,&+9+*,%+'$�2/3�2'60$�7/')5(�&06,+$�7)870&=+0$%�%'�,
6,$E#

:�� ��������!���F�����"�
��A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%�>1
#

:�� ����	5,=+,��.$07A�(����/�	�����9�#
	������������	������������#����	�����#���	���
�
0������,����4
����������
����������
LA�
�1
:�D�)7/6,��''(�0(#A��::�E#

:>� ��������!���F�����"�
��A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%�>1
#

:
� �
��,%�
#

:?� �
�K������0=,��#��+0.05A�:'
��%��������� �;��(����/�	�����	��0�����	�� ��	�
�0�� 	��A

22

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ���

�,$3�2'60$�+$� 
$(+,�*'$%+$)0� %'�805+0=0� %'(,3� %/,%�(+7*+<5+$0�,%
%/0� /,$(7� '9� %/0+&� /)78,$(7� ,$(� &0=0&0$*0� ,$(� &07<0*%� 9'&� %/0+&
/)78,$(7�,&0�*'6<50%053�,<<&'<&+,%0#���'60$�+$�
$(+,A�5+-0�2'60$
+$� %/0� &07%� '9� %/0� 2'&5(A� ,&0� )$5+-053� %'� &0<'&%� 9&0053� '$� %/0+&
/)78,$(7B� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� %/06#� � �=0$� +$� %/0+&� (3+$.� (0*5,&,%+'$7A
6,$3�,8)70(�2'60$�2+55�0C'$0&,%0�%/0+&�/)78,$(7A�/'<+$.�%'�0$7)&0
%/,%�%/0�60$�,&0�$'%�85,60(�9'&�%/0+&�2+=07B�(0,%/7#

:L
��	)&%/0&6'&0A

7+$*0�6,$3� 
$(+,$7A�6,50� ,$(� 906,50A� *'$%+$)0� %'� 805+0=0� %/,%�2+90
,8)70�+7�,�<&+=+50.0�'9�6,&&+,.0�,$(�%/,%�/)78,$(7�&06,+$�0$%+%50(�%'
80,%� %/0+&� 2+=07A� 2'60$� ('� $'%� *'6<5,+$#

:�
� � �$0� &070,&*/0&

(+7*'=0&0(� %/,%� ��R� '9� %/0� 2'60$� 7)&=030(� +$� ,� =+55,.0� +$� &)&,5
�,&$,%,-,�7,+(�%/03�2')5(�$'%�*'6<5,+$�+9�80,%0$A�2/+50�
�R�'9�%/0
2'60$� 9&'6� %2'� '%/0&� =+55,.07� +$� %/0� 7,60� 7%,%0� &07<'$(0(
7+6+5,&53#

::
� � �/+7� &070,&*/0&� (07*&+80(� 700+$.� )$(0&&0<'&%+$.� +$

,*%+'$�,$(�'990&0(�%2'�0C,6<507A�8'%/�9&'6�%/0�=+55,.0�'9��,55+U +$
%/0�7')%/0&$�7%,%0�'9���,&$,%,-,U %'�+55)7%&,%0�%/+7#

��9'*)71.&')<�(+7*)77+'$�80+$.�*'$()*%0(�2+%/�,�.&')<�'9�2'60$
2,7� +$%0&&)<%0(�83�,�6,50� &05,%+=0�'9�'$0�'9� %/0�<,&%+*+<,$%7#� ��0
<)85+*53� 7/')%0(� ,%� /0&� 9'&� $0.50*%+$.� /0&� H/')70/'5(� ()%+07AI
.&,880(�/0&�83�%/0�/,+&�,$(�<)550(�/0&�')%�'9�%/0�600%+$.#����(,3
5,%0&A� 2/+50� ,� *'550,.)0� ,$(� 
� 20&0� *'$()*%+$.� ,$� +$9'&6,5
(+7*)77+'$� 2+%/� ,� *')<50� +$� %/0+&� /'60A� 20� /0,&(� 5')(� 7*&0,67
9&'6�%/0�/')70�$0C%�(''&#���0�&,$�'=0&�,$(�9')$(�%/,%�,�2'6,$
2,7�80+$.�75,<<0(�83�/0&�(&)$-0$�/)78,$(#���07<+%0�%/0�9,*%�%/,%
8'%/�%/070�2'60$�20&0�,77,)5%0(�+$�')&�<&070$*0A�$0+%/0&�7,+(�%/,%

                                                          
��
� ����� �#!#� ���LA� ���L1��� D�::?E� D(+7*)77+$.� %/0� %&,(+%+'$,5� $'%+'$� %/,%� 2+90
80,%+$.�2,7�<0&6+%%0(� +$� %/0�"$+%0(� �%,%07� ,$(� %/0� *'$(+%+'$7�)$(0&�2/+*/� +%� 2,7
<0&6+%%0(�,$(A�0990*%+=053A�&0.)5,%0(E#�����������	�����0$&3��$7.,&��0553A�%�������'
���
	�
� �
�� $��.����� ��� �
�� ����	�
1�� ����.A� >>� !#� ������ ��"�#� �>�� D�::>E� D'990&+$.
/)6'&')7�0C<5'&,%+'$�'9�%/0�H ,550.0(I �&)50�'9� %/)68�2+%/�&0.,&(�%'�%/0�7)8@0*%�'9
2+90180,%+$.E#

:L� �������!���������A��������
�
�������������	��������
���
�"�
����
���
��
����� ����
���
��������
��
������D�:::E�D$'%+$.�%/,%�6,$3�%&,(+%+'$,5�&+%),57�,&0
'870&=0(�%'�7,=0�H 9,6+53�/'$')&I E#

:�� ���� �� ���A� ��&�	� $'%0� �?A� ,%� �L>1L?� D0C<5,+$+$.� %/,%� 2'60$� ,&0� <,77+=0
=+*%+67EK�����	�����#��,&+7/��'=+$(A�(����/�	�����#������������	�	,��	������
�A��
��"A
�<&#� ��A� ����� D9+$(+$.� %/,%� ?�R� '9� 2'60$� +$� �0&,5,� 805+0=0� %/,%� 2+90� 80,%+$.� +7
@)7%+9+0(�9'&�&0,7'$7�7)*/�,7�<''&�*''-+$.A�.'+$.�')%�2+%/')%�+$9'&6+$.�%/0�/)78,$(A
,$(� 9,+5+$.� %'� 7/'2� +$15,27� 7)99+*+0$%� &07<0*%EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#/+$()'$$0%#
*'6�%/0/+$()�������>����7%'&+07������>���
L:����#/%6K� �)$,$(,� �,)7/+-A
����	�� 	�
� '��	������ ������� ��� (���� /	��������� �� %������
��	����A� ��� 4
������� ���
���
��������A����D�)7/6,��''(�0(#A��::�E�D7%,%+$.�%/,%�60$�.0$0&,553�(0$3�8,%%0&+$.
,$(�2'60$�(0$3�80+$.�8,%%0&0(EK��,'A���&�	�$'%0��:A�,%�::�D7%+<)5,%+$.�%/,%�80%200$

�R� ,$(� ��R� '9� &07<'$(0$%7� 7)&=030(� 7,+(� %/,%� +9� 80,%0$A� %/03� 2')5(� ,**0<%� +%
J)+0%53EK� �,@,5,-7/6+� �&+&,6A�%���	��
� ��� *	���	�� ��������<����� '���
�,� ��&���	�����
	�
����������������A������������������	��
�
����
������������
��
��
��>�?�D"$+%�9'&
	,6#��%)(#�0(#A��::�E�D7%,%+$.�%/,%�7'60�2'60$�,**0<%�=+'50$*0�,7�+$0=+%,850E#

::� �����,'A���&�	�$'%0��:A�,%�::�D(+7*)77+$.�+$*+(0$%7�'9�2+90180,%+$.E#

23

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��> !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

%/03�/,(�0=0&�800$�</37+*,553�,8)70(�83�%/0+&�/)78,$(7�+$�&07<'$70
%'�%/0�7)&=03�J)07%+'$7#

���

	'&�%/070�2'60$A�%/0�=+'50$*0�+7�7+6<53�<,&%�'9�%/0+&�6,&&+0(�5+=07#

�/0�6'=0� %'� *&+6+$,5+;0�('2&3� =+'50$*0�('07� $'%/+$.� %'� <&0=0$%
'%/0&�9'&67�'9�=+'50$*0�%/,%�,&0�0$(06+*�+$�%/0�5+=07�'9�7'60�2'60$
+$� 
$(+,#� � �3� 9'*)7+$.� ,%%0$%+'$� 7'� 7%&'$.53� '$� ('2&3� =+'50$*0A� %/0
*&+6+$,5+;,%+'$�7%&,%0.3�6,3�)$2+%%+$.53�/,=0�&0+$9'&*0(�%/0�%0$(0$*3
'9�*')&%7A�%/0�<'5+*0A�7'*+0%3�+$�.0$0&,5�,$(�2'60$�%/06705=07�%'�=+02
$'$1('2&3� &05,%0(� 7<')7,5� =+'50$*0� ,7� 5077� 7+.$+9+*,$%� '&� 0=0$� ,7
,**0<%,850#� ��/0�7%,%)%07�,$(�*'6<5,+$%�<&'*0()&07�/,=0�7'60%+607
800$�+$%0&<&0%0(�%'�+6<53�%/,%�+9�%/0�=+'50$*0�+7�$'%�('2&31&05,%0(A�+%
+7�$'%�2'&%/�,*%+$.�'$#���'&,5�')%&,.0�%/,%�+7�(+&0*%0(�%'2,&(�('2&3
=+'50$*0�'9%0$�9,+57�%'�60$%+'$�'%/0&�9'&67�'9�=+'50$*0A�+6<53+$.�%/,%
%/0&0� +7� $'%/+$.� 2&'$.� 2+%/� %/06#

���
� � �$(� ,.01'5(� *)7%'67� '9

7)8'&(+$,%+$.� 2+=07� %'� /)78,$(7B� (07+&07� ,$(� (+7*+<5+$0� &06,+$� +$
<5,*0A�,%�50,7%�,6'$.�7'60�.&')<7�+$�7'60�,&0,7#���'60$�%/06705=07
'9%0$� ('� $'%� *'6<5,+$� 80*,)70� %/+7� +7� %/0� 2,3� %/03� /,=0� 800$
7'*+,5+;0(� %'� )$(0&7%,$(� %/0� 2'&5(#� �/03� ('� $'%� )$(0&7%,$(
,5%0&$,%+=07� %'�0C+7%#

���
� ��/0�&07)5%�'9� *&+6+$,5+;+$.�'$53�'$0� 9'&6�'9

=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�2'60$�6,3�2055�80�%'� 50,=0�'%/0&� 9'&67� +$%,*%�,$(
)$*/,550$.0(#


4# ���������������
����
	�
��������4
��	��������
�����
�
���
���
4
��

�/0�+(0$%+9+*,%+'$�'9�*&+6+$,5�,*%+=+%3�2+%/+$�,� 7'*+0%3� +$='5=07� %/0
(06,&*,%+'$�'9� *0&%,+$� *'$()*%� ,7� +66'&,5� '&� 7'*+,553� )$(07+&,850#
�7�,�60,$7�'9�<&070&=+$.�*)&&0$%�7'*+,5�7%&)*%)&07A�*&+6+$,5�*'$()*%
                                                          
���� �
��D'990&+$.�$)60&+*,5�(,%,�&0.,&(+$.�&0<'&%0(� +$*+(0$%7�2+%/+$� %/0� 7%)(3B7

7)&=03EK� ���� 	���� #���������A� ��� �� �"������ ������� �	� ������ ��"�
��� >�� D�:::E
D(+7*)77+$.�)$(0&&0<'&%+$.EK��,)7/+-A���&�	�$'%0��:A�,%����D,&.)+$.�%/,%�2'60$�(0$3
%/0� =+'50$*0� )70(� ,.,+$7%� %/06EK� �,/,@,$A� ��&�	� $'%0� �
A� ,%� 
� D$'%+$.� ,� 7%)(3� +$
2/+*/� ��R� '9� /)78,$(7� ,(6+%%0(� ,8)70A� *'6<,&0(� %'� '$53� ��R� '9� 2+=07� 2/'
,(6+%%0(� /,=+$.� 800$� ,8)70(E#� � �/+7� 7%)(3� (06'$7%&,%07� 2'60$B7� &05)*%,$*0� %'
7<0,-� ')%� ,.,+$7%� %/0� =+'50$*0� ,$(� 60$B7� 9005+$.� '9� 0$%+%5060$%� %'� )70� =+'50$*0#
	)&%/0&6'&0A� +%� 7/'27� %/,%� /)78,$(7� ,&0� 6'&0� 2+55+$.� %'� ,(6+%� %'� /,=+$.� 800$
=+'50$%�%/,$�,&0�2'60$�%'�,(6+%�80+$.�%/0�=+*%+67�'9�7)*/�=+'50$*0#

���� ���� �(+%'&+,5A� $��
�� ��	����� !������ �����	����� ��	 ��� ��� *����� 	�
� 0��&����,
���"��
A�!)531�).#��:L:A���&�����
����
����������	����������
��
��������B��4�
���
	����*��-���� �>?A� �>�1>:� D�,(/)��+7/2,&�F��)%/�4,$+%,� 0(7#A� �:�>E� D+$(+*,%+$.
%/,%� %/0� H .5'&+')7� /0&+%,.0� '9� 737%06+*� =+'50$*0I � +$*5)(07� �	��� ,$(� 906,50
+$9,$%+*+(0EK�����	�����+7/2,&A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%����D,&.)+$.�%/,%�('2$<5,3+$.�H '%/0&
9'&67� '9� /,&,7760$%� %0$(7� %'� (&,2� <)85+*� ,%%0$%+'$� ,2,3� 9&'6� %/0� +$/0&0$%
<'20&5077$077�'9�2'60$� +$� %/0� 0C+7%+$.� 9,6+53� 7%&)*%)&0I E#� �/��� ���� �,@$+� �,5&+2,5,A
%�	����������
������5!�������������A�����#�F����#�����#A��<&#��:A��:�:A�,%�:>��D,&.)+$.
%/,%�%/0&0�,&0�6,$3�,*%+=+7%7�2/'�/,=0�<&'%07%0(�('2&3�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�2'60$�,$(
'%/0&�9'&67�'9�=+'50$*0�,$(�'%/0&�60,$7�'9�7)8'&(+$,%+$.�2'60$E#

���� ��������	�$'%07��>�1?�#

24

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��


+7�'9%0$�85,60(�'$�')%7+(0&7�%'�7'*+0%3#� ��/0$�%/0��)&&,/��)+5(+$.
+$��-5,/'6,��+%3�2,7� 8'680(�'$��<&+5� �:A� �::
A�6,$3� �60&+*,$7
9+&7%�85,60(�%/0�%&,.0(3�'$��+((50��,7%0&$�%0&&'&+7%7#

���
� ��55�*)5%)&07

/,=0� H')%7+(0&7I �2/'�,&0� 5+-053� %'�80�85,60(�2/0$� 7'60%/+$.�.'07
2&'$.#� � �/+7� %0$(0$*3� %'� &053� '$� %&,(+%+'$,5� *)5%)&,5� $,&&,%+=07� '9
85,60�*,$�7)8=0&%�&09'&6+7%�099'&%7�%'�9+C�85,60�'$�7'*+0%3�+%7059�'&�'$
<'20&9)5�H +$7+(0&7I �2+%/+$�7'*+0%3#��
9��H')%7+(0&7I �,&0�%'�80�85,60(A
H +$7+(0&7I �2+55�9005�5+%%50�$00(�%'�,5%0&�%/0+&�80/,=+'&#

�/+7� +7� /,<<0$+$.� +$� %/0� *'$%0C%� '9� %/0� *&+6+$,5+;,%+'$� '9� ('2&3
=+'50$*0#��
%�%)&$7�')%�%/,%�('2&3�=+'50$*0�+7�'9%0$�85,60(�'$�0+%/0&
%/0�*'5'$+,5�'&��07%0&$�+$95)0$*0�'$�
$(+,$�*)5%)&0�'&�'$�6'%/0&71
+$15,2#� � �/070� 0C<5,$,%+'$7� 9'&� 2/3� ('2&3� =+'50$*0� '**)&7� <&'=+(0
0C*)707� ,$(� (090$707� 9'&� %/0� =+*%+67B� /)78,$(7#� � �/03� /05<� )7� %'
)$(0&7%,$(� 2/3A� (07<+%0� %/0� &09'&60&7B� '8@0*%+=07� '9� +$*&0,7+$.
2'60$B7� 7,90%3� %/&')./� %/0� 0$,*%60$%� '9� %/0� �'2&3� �)&(0&� ,$(
�&)05%3� 7%,%)%07A� %/0� 7%,%)%07� /,=0� $'%� 7+.$+9+*,$%53� (0*&0,70(� %/0
,6')$%�'9� ('2&3� =+'50$*0� %'�2/+*/�2'60$� ,&0� 7)8@0*%#� ��7� ,5&0,(3
+$(+*,%0(A�%/0�$)680&7�'9�('2&3�(0,%/7�&'70�()&+$.�%/0��::�7A

��>
�%/0

<'5+*0� '9%0$� &09)70� %'� +$=07%+.,%0� '&� %/03� (05,3� 9'&� %''� 5'$.� %'
*'$()*%� ,$� 0990*%+=0� +$=07%+.,%+'$A

��

� ,$(� ,*J)+%%,5� ,$(� 2+%/(&,2,5

&,%07� /,=0� 800$� /+./� 2/+50� *'$=+*%+'$� &,%07� ,&0� 0C%&06053� 5'2#
��?

�/070�&07)5%7�7/')5(�$'%�80�7)&<&+7+$.�+9�,*%'&7�+$�%/0�*&+6+$,5�@)7%+*0
737%06�,$(�60680&7�'9�%/0�5,&.0&�7'*+0%3�805+0=0�%/,%�('2&3�=+'50$*0
+7� &0,553� ,� &07)5%� '9� 8,(� H')%7+(0I � +$95)0$*07� '&� '9� %/0� 2&'$.9)5
,*%+'$7�'9�7<0*+9+*�2'60$�+$�%/0�9,6+53#� ��)78,$(7�,$(�'%/0&�9,6+53
60680&7� ,&0� )$5+-053� %'� 80� *'$=+*%0(� '&� 0=0$� <&'70*)%0(� +9� %/0+&
,*%+'$7�,&0�=+020(�,7�0C*)70(�()0�%'�%/0�+$95)0$*0�'9�0C%0&$,5�9'&*07
'&�+9�%/03�,&0�$'%�700$�,7�%/0�&07<'$7+850�+$(+=+(),57�,%�,55#

�'660$%,%'&7�+$�%/0��07%�/,=0�'9%0$�85,60(�%/0�*)7%'6�'9�('2&3
9'&� %/0� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� ,$(� 7)8'&(+$,%+'$� '9� 2'60$� +$� 
$(+,#

��L

                                                          
���� �����+*/,05��0(.07A�'����������
����	���	�
A�����#��
���A��<&#���A��::
A�,%���

D&0<'&%+$.� %/,%� 0C<0&%7� +$� +$%0&$,%+'$,5� %0&&'&+76� ,&0� *''&(+$,%+$.� $,%+'$2+(0
099'&%7� %'� 9+$(� %/0� %0&&'&+7%7A� <'77+853� '9� �+((50� �,7%0&$� (07*0$%A� 2/'� 20&0
&07<'$7+850� 9'&� %/0�8'68+$.�'9� %/0��)&&,/��)+5(+$.� +$��-5,/'6,��+%3EK� ���� 	����=
����
�� ���6.�	
��	�/������A� ���������
���A� �<&#� ��A� �::
A� ,%���� D&0<'&%+$.� %/,%� ,
!'&(,$+,$1�60&+*,$� 2,7� 80+$.� &0%)&$0(� %'� %/0� "$+%0(� �%,%07� 9'&� J)07%+'$+$.EK
��	���	�
�������A������1�����#�D�+=0&7+(0A��,5#EA��<&#���A��::
A�,%�����D&0<'&%+$.�%/,%
%/0�	�
�2,7� 5''-+$.� 9'&� %/&00�<0'<50�'9��+((50��,7%0&$�'&+.+$EK��,&%+$�	50%*/0&�F
�'6��/'(07A�-&� ��� =>?�*������� ��� -���� /������@� 6.�	
��	� /���A� �
���� D�'$('$EA
�<&#� ��A� �::
� D&0<'&%+$.� %/,%� %/0� 	�
� 2,7� *'$*0$%&,%+$.� %/0+&� +$J)+&+07� '$� %/0
�+((50��,7%EA�	 	��	����	���::
����L??��>�#

��>� ������&�	�$'%07���1���,$(�,**'6<,$3+$.�%0C%#

��
� ������&�	�$'%07�>?1?��,$(�,**'6<,$3+$.�%0C%#

��?� ������&�	�$'%07��>1�
�,$(�,**'6<,$3+$.�%0C%#

��L� �����,6&,%/,��#��,=+-,$%A�!�����!�	�
���0��&������	���	�
	�
�������&������	����

25

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��? !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

�+$*0�<,&0$%7�/,=0� %'�<,3� 5,&.0� ('2&+07� %'� %/0�8&+(0.&''6B7� 9,6+53
)<'$� %/0� 6,&&+,.0� '9� %/0+&� (,)./%0&7A� %/0&0� +7� %/')./%� %'� 80� ,$
+$*0$%+=0� %'� -+55� '&� ,8'&%� 906,50� +$9,$%7� '&� <&'=+(0� +$7)99+*+0$%
60(+*,5� *,&0� ,$(� 0()*,%+'$#

���
� � �+6+5,&53A� �07%0&$� *'660$%,%'&7

'9%0$�<'&%&,3�2'60$�,7�=,5),850�<&+6,&+53�9'&�%/0�('2&+07�%/03�8&+$.
%'� %/0+&� 6,&+%,5� 9,6+5+07#

��:
� � �$*0� %/070� /,=0� 800$� *'550*%0(A� %/0

2'60$� *,$� 80� (+7<'70(� '9A� <0&/,<7� %'� 6,-0� &''6� 9'&� ,$'%/0&
('2&+0(�2+90#���**'&(+$.�%'�%/0��07%0&$�+6,.0�'9�
$(+,A�%/070�H('2&3
-+55+$.7I � ,&0� ,**0<%0(� 83� %&,(+%+'$,5� 
$(+,$� 7'*+0%3#� � "6,� �,&,3,$
,$(� �,%$,� �,<)&A� +$� %/0+&� (+7*)77+'$7� '9� %/+7� =+02A� &090&� %'� %/0
�07%0&$� )$(0&7%,$(+$.� '9� ('2&3� -+55+$.7� ,7� 80+$.� H(0,%/� 83
*)5%)&0#I

���
� � 
$� *'$%&,7%A� 7'60� 
$(+,$� *'660$%,%'&7� %+0� ('2&3

=+'50$*0� %'� �&+%+7/� *'5'$+,5� &)50� ,$(� %/0� 0990*%7� '9� �07%0&$17%350
*'$7<+*)')7�*'$7)6<%+'$�+$�
$(+,#���/+7�&0=0&707�%/0��07%0&$�*5,+6
'9� H(0,%/� 83� G
$(+,$N� *)5%)&0AI � %)&$+$.� +%� +$%'� '$0� '9� (0,%/� 83
�07%0&$�*)5%)&0#


$7%0,(� '9� %/0� �07%0&$� <'&%&,3,5� '9� ('2&3� ,7� 0=+5A� +%� *,$� 80
<'&%&,30(� ,7� ,� 7<+&+%),5� .''(#� � �**'&(+$.� %'� %/070� ,**')$%7A� ('2&3
0$7)&0(�%/0�7,$*%+%3�'9�'$0�9'&6�'9�%&,(+%+'$,5��+$()�6,&&+,.0#

���
��
%

2,7� %/0� .+9%� .+=+$.� %/,%� .,=0� ,� 20((+$.� +%7� 7<+&+%),5� 60,$+$.#� � �'
9)$*%+'$�+$�%/+7�2,3A�%/0�.+9%�/,(�%'�80�='5)$%,&3#

���
���/0�6'7%�=,5),850

                                                          
���!��������������	�������������
	�������
����	��%��
���6����	�����,�?��
��#�!#��������F
�#� >>:A� >
L1
:� D����E� D,&.)+$.� %/,%� ('2&3� (0,%/7� ,&0� *'$7+7%0$%� 2+%/� %/0� +$90&+'&
<'7+%+'$�'9�2'60$�+$�
$(+,$�7'*+0%3A�,$(�%/,%�2'60$�,&0�H 7'*+,5+;0(I �%'�%/+$-�%/03
6)7%�7)86+%�%'�=+'50$*0�9&'6�%/0+&�/)78,$(7EK�����	�����$7/)��,$.+,A�'
��'�	��
����
/��
��/������������
�	�������
���
��
���	���

�������"A���������#�!#�
��B���#�?�LA�?>?1
>�� D�::LE� D,&.)+$.� %/,%� %/0� 9,*%� %/,%� ('2&3� +7� 7%+55� <&,*%+*0(� +$�6'(0&$� %+607� +7� ,
&0950*%+'$�'9�%/0�<,%&+,&*/,5�=,5)07�0680((0(�+$�
$(+,$�7'*+0%3EK�������"��A���&�	
$'%0�L�A�,%�=++1=+++�D&0*')$%+$.�%/,%�*'550,.)07�+$�%/0�"$+%0(��%,%07�=+020(�,$�
$(+,$
('*)60$%,&3�'$�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�,7�85,6+$.�%/0�=+'50$*0�'$�('2&3E#

���� �����,=+-,$%A���&�	�$'%0���LA�,%�>
L1
��D0C<5,+$+$.A�83�*'$%&,7%A�%/,%�%/0�6,50
+7�700$�,7�,$�,770%�%'�%/0�9,6+53�80*,)70�/0�*,$�<0&9'&6�5,8'&�,$(�<&'=+(0�9'&�,.+$.
<,&0$%7E#

��:� �����
��D,&.)+$.�%/,%�%/0�.&''6B7�9,6+53�2,$%7�%'�9+$(�,�8&+(0�2/'�+7�2+55+$.�%'
7)<<'&%�%/0�.&''6B7�,68+%+'$7E#

���# �/0�</&,70�H (0,%/�83�*)5%)&0I � +7� 7/'&%/,$(� 9'&� %/0�*5,+6� %/,%� %/0� =+'50$*0
,.,+$7%� �/+&(� �'&5(� 2'60$� *'607� 9&'6� <,&%+*)5,&� *)5%)&,5� <&,*%+*07A� ,$(� +7
%/0&09'&0� (+990&0$%� 9&'6� ,$(�6'&0� 0C'%+*� %/,$� %/0� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� 2'60$� +$� %/0
"$+%0(� �%,%07#� ������,%$,��,<)&A�'
��'�	��
�� ����������+	�����%
��������%������������ �
�
:�	�� �;����4�������������	����	�A0���5#�����	��$�����������	��0�������,��
����4#��"�#����#
!#� �A� ��1�L� D����E� D,&.)+$.� %/,%� 2/+50� ('2&3� 6)&(0&� +7� =+020(� ,7� ,� *)5%)&,5� '&
&05+.+')7� %&,(+%+'$A� +%� +7� +$7%0,(� '9� 6'(0&$� '&+.+$EK� "��� �������A� �
������
��
�"��"�����
����
�
��A�����
�
���A�������
���������	��
�
�����L�D�::LE�D,&.)+$.
%/,%�H ('2&3�6)&(0&�+7�$0+%/0&��+$()�$'&�,�%&,(+%+'$I E#

���� ���� �����A� ��&�	� $'%0� :LA� ,%� �:1��� D7%,%+$.� %/,%� +$� %&,(+%+'$,5� 7'*+0%3A� %/0
<&,*%+*0�'9�.+9%�.+=+$.�2,7�,<<&'=0(�9&'6�&090&0$*07�+$�%/0�40(,7�,$(��6&+%+7E#���'60
0=0$�*5,+6�%/,%�('2&3�2,7�)$-$'2$�+$�,$*+0$%��+$()�*'66)$+%+07#

���� �����
��,%���#

26

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��L

.+9%�%/,%�'$0�*')5(�.+=0�2,7�%/0�.+9%�'9�,�=+&.+$�8&+(0#
���
���/+7�<&,*%+*0

$'%� '$53� 0$7)&0(� %/0� 7,$*%+%3� '9� %/0�6,&&+,.0A� +%� ,57'� +$*&0,70(� %/0
2'&%/+$077�'9�8'%/�%/0�.+=0&�,$(�%/0�&0*+<+0$%��H G�N0�2/'�.,=0�,�.+&5
+$�6,&&+,.0�,**'&(+$.�%'�%/0�/�	
�	�&+%0�8&')./%�/0&�+$%'�%/0�2'&5(
'9��&,/6,$�D,9%0&�/0&�(0,%/EA�,$(�0$%0&0(�%/0�2'&5(�/+67059#I

��>

�%/0&7� /,=0� 700$� %/0� 
$(+,$� <&,*%+*0� '9� .+=+$.� ('2&3� ,7� /,=+$.
<)&0� '&+.+$7� 80*,)70� %/03� =+02� +%� ,7� /,=+$.� 800$� ,� 60,$7� '9
<&'%0*%+$.� %/0� 8&+(0B7� &+./%7� +$� %/0� <&'<0&%3� '9� /0&� $,%,5� 9,6+53#
�/070� *'660$%,%'&7� *'$$0*%� ('2&3� 2+%/� %/0� ,$*+0$%� <&,*%+*0� '9
����

	�	#

��

������

	�	�2,7�<&'<0&%3�%/,%�2,7�<&'=+(0(�%'�2'60$�)<'$

6,&&+,.0�,7�%/0+&�7/,&0�+$�%/0+&�9,%/0&7B�07%,%07#
��?
��"$(0&��+$()�5,2A

2'60$� 20&0� $'%� ,850� %'� +$/0&+%� 9&'6� %/0+&� 9,%/0&7#� � 
$7%0,(A� %/03
&0*0+=0(�����

	�	#������

	�	�(+990&0(�9&'6�%/0�*)&&0$%�('2&3�<&,*%+*0
+$� %/,%� %/0� 2'6,$� '2$0(� ,$(� *'$%&'550(� %/0� ����

	�	#� � �'2&3A� +$
*'$%&,7%A� +7� .+=0$� %'� %/0� /)78,$(� ,$(� /+7� 9,6+53#

��L
� � �7� '$0

*'660$%,%'&� 7,+(A� H�9%0$A� ����

	�	� +7� (0<+*%0(� %'� .5'&+93�#�#�#� %/0
80%%0&�<'7+%+'$�'9�2'60$�+$�%/0�
$(+,$�7'*+0%3#I

���

�/0%/0&� ('2&3� +7� 700$� ,7� /,=+$.� =,5+(� �+$()� '&+.+$7� 80*,)70� +%
7,$*%+9+0(�6,&&+,.0�'&�80*,)70�+%�<&'=+(0(�2'60$�2+%/�,�60,7)&0�'9
0*'$'6+*�70*)&+%3A�7*/'5,&7�5+-0��,$@,$,��/005�,$(�400$,��5(0$8)&.
,&.)0� %/,%� %/0� <&,*%+*0� '9� .+=+$.� ('2&3� 80*,60� 6)*/� 6'&0
+6<'&%,$%�,7�,�&07)5%�'9�
$(+,B7�0C<0&+0$*0�,7�,��&+%+7/�*'5'$3#

��:
���&+'&

%'� %/0� *'5'$+,5� <0&+'(A� (+990&0$%� 9'&67� '9�6,&&+,.0� 20&0� ,77'*+,%0(
2+%/�%/0�(+990&0$%�*,7%07�,$(�(+990&0$%�.0'.&,</+*,5�,&0,7�'9�
$(+,#

���

�5%/')./�%/0�/+./0&�*,7%07�0$.,.0(�+$�&+%),57�+$='5=+$.�%/0�.+=+$.�'9
,�8&+(0�2+%/�('2&3�.+9%7A�'%/0&�*,7%07�&0*'.$+;0(�6,&&+,.07�*'$7+7%0$%
2+%/�,�/'7%�'9�'%/0&�&+%),57�+$*5)(+$.�6,&&+,.07� +$�2/+*/�%/0�.&''6
2')5(�.+=0�.+9%7�%'�%/0�8&+(0�,$(�/0&�9,6+53#

���

                                                          
���� ���� �
�� ,%� ��� D0C<5,+$+$.� %/,%� %/0� ,%%+%)(0� +$� 7'*+0%3�6,-07� +%� +6<0&,%+=0� 9'&

.+&57�%'�80�6,&&+0(�'$�.&')$(7�'9�<)&+%3E#

��>� �
��,%�>�#

��
� ���� �"���
A� ��&�	�$'%0� >�A� ,%� �� D&090&&+$.� ('2&3� ,7� �����

	�	�A� 2/+*/� +7� ,
9'&6�'9�+$/0&+%,$*0EK������A���&�	�$'%0�:LA�,%�>?�D(07*&+8+$.�����

	�	�,7�20,5%/�.+=0$
%'�906,507�,%�6,&&+,.0E#

��?� �����,$.+,A� ��&�	� $'%0� ��LA� ,%� ?>�� D0C<5,+$+$.� %/,%A� +$� *'$%&,7%� %'� ('2&3A
����

	�	�+7�.+=0$�,7�,�<0&7'$,5�.+9%�,$(�60,$%�,7�,�%'-0$�'9�5'=0E#

��L� ���� �����A� ��&�	� $'%0� :LA� ,%� >L1
�� D*+%+$.� ,� (+7*)77+'$� '9� 0,&53� �+$()� %0C%7
9&'6��%/�*0$%)&3��#�#�%/&')./��%/�*0$%)&3��#�#E

���� �
��,%�>�#

��:� �����
��,%�L�1�>�D(+7*)77+$.�%/0�*'5'$+,5�7%&,%0.3�)$+=0&7,5+;+$.�%/0�<&,*%+*0�'9
('2&3�,7�,�$0*077,&3�+$.&0(+0$%�'9��+$()�6,&&+,.0EK�������"��A���&�	�$'%0�L�A�,%��
D,&.)+$.� %/,%� ('2&3� ,7� ,� 9'&*0� +$� .0$(0&� *&+607� &07)5%0(� 9&'6� %/0� *'55)7+'$� '9
+6<0&+,5+76�,$(��)$@,8+�60$�2/'�*/,$.0(�<,%&+,&*/,5�+(0,7E#

���� ���������A���&�	�$'%0�:LA�,%�L�#

���� �����
��,%�>��D7)66,&+;+$.�%/0�0+./%�&+%07�9'&67�'9�6,&&+,.0�&+%),57E����$0�'9

27

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

�/0� �&+%+7/� *'5'$+,5� .'=0&$60$%� &0+$9'&*0(� %/0� /+./� *,7%0
6,&&+,.0� &+%),57A� 07%,85+7/+$.� ,� <&07)6<%+'$� %/,%� 6,&&+,.07
*0508&,%0(� 2+%/� '%/0&� 9'&67� 20&0� $'%� =,5+(#� � 
$� <,&%A� +%� (+(� %/+7
80*,)70�'9�+(0'5'.+*,5�(+7%,7%0�9'&�%/0�8&+(0�<&+*0�9'&6�+$�2/+*/�%/0
.+9%7�<,77�9&'6�%/0�.&''6�%'� %/0�8&+(0B7� 9,6+53#� � 
$�,��:�:�*,70A� %/0
*')&%� 7,+(A� H�/0&0� %/0�<0&7'$�2/'�.+=07�,�.+&5� +$�6,&&+,.0� &0*0+=07
*'$7+(0&,%+'$�9'&�+%A�%/0�7)87%,$*0�'9�%&,$7,*%+'$�6,-07�+%A�,**'&(+$.
%'��+$()� �,2A� $'%� ,� .+9%� 8)%� ,� 7,50� '9� %/0� .+&5#I

���
� � �9� *')&70A� %/0

('2&3�9'&6�'9�6,&&+,.0�*,$�,57'�80�)$(0&7%''(�,7�%/0�7,50�'9�,�8&+(0#
�/0&0,7�%/0��&+%+7/�+$%0&<&0%0(�%/0�8&+(0�<&+*0�9'&6�,7�,�<)&*/,70�'9
,� 8&+(0� 83� %/0� .&''6� 9'&� 6'$03� .+=0$� %'� %/0� 8&+(0B7� 9,6+53A� %/03
*')5(�@)7%�,7�0,7+53�/,=0�=+020(�%/0�('2&3�9'&6�'9�6,&&+,.0�,7�%/0�7,50
'9�%/0�8&+(0�83�/0&�9,6+53�%'�%/0�.&''6B7�9,6+53#

���

�/0� *'5'$+,5� .'=0&$60$%B7� <&07)6<%+'$� %/,%� =,5+(� 
$(+,$
6,&&+,.07�&0J)+&0(�('2&3�70&=0(�,�70*'$(�<)&<'70�,57'��*0&%,+$%3#��
%7
,(6+$+7%&,%+=0� ()%+07� &0J)+&0(� +%� %'� 80� ,850� %'� (+7%+$.)+7/� 80%200$
=,5+(� ,$(� +$=,5+(� 6,&&+,.07#� � 
$� '&(0&� %'� ('� %/+7A� %/0� *'5'$+,5
.'=0&$60$%�6'=0(�%'�7%,$(,&(+;0�%/0�*)7%'67�,77'*+,%0(�2+%/�,�=,5+(
6,&&+,.0�,$(�%'�*&0,%0�,�737%06�9'&�+(0$%+93+$.�%/0�0770$%+,5�&+%),57�'9
,�6,&&+,.0#

��>
���%,$(,&(+;,%+'$�2,7�0990*%),%0(�%/&')./�%/0�&09)7,5�%'

&0*'.$+;0� 6,&&+,.07� %/,%� +$='5=0(� ,$3%/+$.� '%/0&� %/,$� 807%'2+$.
8'%/�,�8&+(0�,$(�.+9%7�'$� %/0� 9,6+53�'9� %/0�8&+(0.&''6#

��

� ��/)7A�,55

%/0�'%/0&�9'&67�'9�6,&&+,.0�/,(�%'�80�&0@0*%0(#��
$�%/0�0,&53�*'5'$+,5
<0&+'(A� 8&+(0� <&+*0� 6,&&+,.07� 20&0� 7%+55� *'66'$� ,6'$.� %/0� 5'20&
*,7%07A�,7�20&0�'%/0&�9'&67#

��?
��
$�'$0�*,70A�%/0�.&''6�/,(�-+($,<<0(

%/0�8&+(0�,$(�%/0$�<0&9'&60(�,�6,&&+,.0�*0&06'$3�2+%/�/0&�,%� %/0
/'60� '9� ,$'%/0&#� � �/+7� 6+./%� /,=0� *'6<5+0(� 2+%/� %/0� ,$*+0$%
%	.�
	�	� 9'&6A

��L
� 8)%� %/0� *')&%� &0@0*%0(� +%� '$� %/0� .&')$(7� %/,%� %/0

                                                          
%/0�,$*+0$%�
$(+,$�6,&&+,.0�&+%),57�+$='5=0(�%/0�,8()*%+'$�'9�%/0�<&'7<0*%+=0�8&+(0#
�
��D(07*&+8+$.�%/0��,-7/,7,�&+%0E#��
$�,$�+&'$+*�%2+7%A�%/0�/+./�*'7%�'9�('2&3�20((+$.7
/,7� &07)5%0(� +$� %/0� &0=0&70� <&,*%+*0� +$� $'&%/0&$� �+/,&� 2/0&0� 7'60� 9,6+5+07� /,=0
&0*0$%53� &07'&%0(� %'� %/0� ,8()*%+'$� '9� .&''67� 2/'� ,&0� %/0$� 6,&&+0(� ,%� .)$<'+$%A
2+%/')%� ('2&3A� %'� 2'60$� +$� %/0� 9,6+53#� ���� �)$+%,� �+$./A�*	���	���� 	�� 3��&�����
/�
	�1��-��)���%��&����� ����2�����	���!������A���
����"��
��>�D����E�D(07*&+8+$.��::
7)*/�6,&&+,.07�80%200$��::
�,$(�����E#

���� ���� �����A� ��&�	� $'%0� :LA� ,%� L�� DJ)'%+$.�#
����  �� ���	4A� 
#�#�#A� D�'6#E� >��
D�:�:EE#

���� ���� �
�� ,%� L>� D7%,%+$.� %/,%� 7)*/� <,360$%� 2,7� $0*077,&3� 9'&�6,&&+,.0� %'� %,-0
<5,*0E#

��>� �����
��D)</'5(+$.�%/0�=,5+(+%3�'9�%/0�.+9%1.+=+$.�'9�,�(,)./%0&�,9%0&�/0&�9,%/0&
/,(�(+0(E#

��
� �����
��,%�D*5,77+93+$.�%/0�8&+(0.&''6�<&+*0�,7�,��&,/6,�6,&&+,.0E#

��?� ���� �
�� ,%� L�� D+$(+*,%+$.� %/0��/,6,&7� *,7%07A�2/+*/�)$5+-0�)<<0&� *,7%07A� ,&0
<,3+$.�8&+(01<&+*0�+$7%0,(�'9�('2&3E#

��L� �����
��,%�>��D+$(+*,%+$.�%/+7�%'�80�%/0�9'&*+850�,8()*%+'$�9'&6�'9�6,&&+,.0E#

28

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��:

*')&%� $00(0(� %/0� ,)%/'&+%3� %'� (0*5,&0� $'$1*'6<5+,$%� 6,&&+,.07
='+(#

���

�/+7� <&'*077� '9� 7%,$(,&(+;,%+'$� 2,7� 9)&%/0&0(� 83� %/0� �&+%+7/
<&,*%+*0�'9�&053+$.�'$��+$()�H0C<0&%7I �%'�,77+7%�+$�%/0�(0%0&6+$,%+'$
'9�2/+*/�6,&&+,.07�20&0� =,5+(#� � 
$� ,$� 099'&%� %'� 80� 70$7+%+=0� %'� 5'*,5
*)7%'6A� %/0� �&+%+7/� /+&0(� �&,/6+$� D/+./� *,7%0E� 
$(+,$7� %'� ,(=+70
%/06�'$�%/0�=,5+(+%3�'9�6,&&+,.07�)$(0&�%/0�,$*+0$%�%&,(+%+'$7#���/070
,(=+7'&7� %0$(0(� %'� 80� '&%/'('C� +$� %/0+&� =+027� ,$(� /+./53
*'$70&=,%+=0#

��:
� � �/+7� %0$(0$*3� &0+$9'&*0(� %/0� <&+6,*3� '9� %/0� 6'7%

(06,$(+$.� 9'&67� '9� ('2&3� 20((+$.7A� ,5%/')./� +%� (+(� $'%� ,='+(
(+7<)%07� ,6'$.� %/0� �+$()� ,(=+7'&7� ,7� %'� 0C,*%53� 2/,%� %/0
&0J)+&060$%7�'9�&05+.+')7�5,2�20&0#���7�'$0�/+7%'&+,$�/,7�$'%0(A�H�/0
9,*%� '9� 80+$.� $,%+=0� 7+6)5%,$0')753� <&+=+50.0(� ,$(� (0=,5)0(� G%/0
,(=+7'&7N� ,7� &05+,850� 7')&*07#� � �/0� <)$(+%7� 20&0� 0770$%+,5� %'
T)$5'*-+$.B�%/0�7*&+<%)&07�9'&�'99+*+,57#���)%�%/03�20&0�,57'�805+0=0(�83
'99+*+,57�%'�80�%/0�T(0=+')7�6+$'&+%3B�,.,+$7%�2/+*/�+%�2,7�%/0�6+77+'$
'9�*'5'$+;,%+'$�%'�<&'%0*%�%/0�T7+6<50�6,@'&+%3#BI

���
���7�,�&07)5%�'9�%/0

(07+&0�%'�7%,$(,&(+;0�%/0�6,&&+,.0�9'&6�,$(�'9�%/0�(0*+7+'$�%'�&053�'$
/+./� *,7%0��+$()7� %'� ,)%/0$%+*,%0�6,&&+,.07A� %/0�6)5%+<50� 9'&67�'9
�+$()�6,&&+,.0�%/,%�0C+7%0(�,%�%/0�80.+$$+$.�'9�%/0�*'5'$+,5�<0&+'(
/,(� (+7,<<0,&0(� 83� %/0� 6+(1%20$%+0%/� *0$%)&3#

���
� � �/0� *'5'$+;0&7

(+7*&0(+%0(�,55�'%/0&�6,&&+,.0�&+%),57�50,=+$.�+$%,*%�'$53�%/0��&,/6+$
9'&6�2/+*/�+$*5)(0(�('2&3�.+=+$.#

���

�,$3�'870&=0&7�'9� %/0� 
$(+,$�6,&&+,.0� 7*0$0� ,&.)0� %/,%��07%0&$
+$95)0$*0�'$�%/0�6'(0&$�<&,*%+*0�'9�('2&3�.'07�803'$(�%/0�*'5'$+,5
0C<0&+0$*0#� ��/03� *5,+6� %/,%� ('2&+07� ,&0� )70(� %'(,3� ,7� ,�60,$7� '9
<,&%+*+<,%+$.�+$�,�(+7<5,3�'9�*'$7<+*)')7�*'$7)6<%+'$�7+6+5,&�%'�%/,%
2/+*/� '**)&7� +$� 6,$3� �07%0&$� *')$%&+07#� � �&,(+%+'$,553A� ('2&+07
*'$7+7%0(�'9�6'$03A�@0205&3A�,$(�*5'%/+$.�9'&�%/0�8&+(0#���50.,$%�7,&+7
,$(� .'5(0$� 8&,*050%7� ,&0� %3<+*,5� 0C,6<507A� ,5%/')./� +$�6,$3� *,707
%/0�.+9%7�/,(�'$53�6+$'&�=,5)0#

���

                                                          
���� �
#�,%����D&09)7+$.�%'�&0*'.$+;0�$'$*'6<5+,$*0A�0C*0<%�9'&�9,6+5+07�'9�05+%07A

/+./�*,7%07�'&�-+$.7E#

��:� �
��,%�?��D(07*&+8+$.�$,%+=0�<)$(+%7�,7�*5+$.+$.�'$%'�*'$=0$%+'$,5A�'&%/'('C
=+027� 2/0$� H ,5%0&0(� 7'*+,5� *'$(+%+'$7� ,$� 07%,85+7/0(� 5'*,5� *)7%'67� (06,$(0(
(0<,&%)&0�9&'6�%/0�,$*+0$%�+$%0&<&0%,%+'$7E#

���# �,%,� �,$+A� #����������� '�	
�������� '
�� !��	��� ��� �	��� ��� #�����	�� ��
�	A� ��
������
�����������A�����D�)6-)6��,$.,&+�F��)(07/�4,+(�0(7#A��:�:E#

���� ���������A���&�	�$'%0�:LA�,%�L��D+$(+*,%+$.�9&'6��&+%+7/�0%/$'.&,</+*�7)&=037
,$(�*0$7)7�&0<'&%7� %/0�'87'507*0$*0�'9�,55�'%/0&� 9'&67�'9�6,&&+,.0�0C*0<%��&,/6,
,$(��7)&,E#

���� �����
��,%�L��D7%,%+$.�%/,%�H %/0��&,/6,�+7�%/0�'$53�50.,5�9'&6�,%�<&070$%I E#

���� �����,=+-,$%A���&�	�$'%0���LA�,%�>

�D0C06<5+93+$.�%3<+*,5�.+9%7�+$='5=0(�+$�%/0
%&,(+%+'$,5A�,$(�')%(,%0(A�('2&3E#

29

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

�0=0&,5� *'660$%,%'&7�/,=0� 7)..07%0(� %/,%� 7'60�.&''67B� 9,6+5+07
%'(,3�700�('2&3�,7�,�2,3�'9�+6<&'=+$.�%/0+&�0*'$'6+*�7%,%)7#

��>
� ��/+7

/,7� 80*'60� <,&%+*)5,&53� ,*)%0� +$� %/0� <'7%1+$(0<0$(0$*0� <0&+'(
80*,)70� 6+((50� +$*'60� 9,6+5+07� /,=0� 80*'60� %/0� %,&.0%� '9
*'$7)60&+76� ,$(� �07%0&$� 7%350� ,(=0&%+7+$.#� � 	'&� 0C,6<50A� '$0
,(=0&%+7060$%�9'&�,�5,)$(&3�(0%0&.0$%�7/'27�,�6,$�8)&7%+$.�+$%'�/+7
/'60�9)&+')7�D,$(�,8)7+=0�%'2,&(�/+7�2+90E�80*,)70�/0�/,(�,�7<'%�'$
/+7� 7/+&%� ,$(�2,7� )$,850� %'�6,-0� ,� 7,50#� � �/0� ,(=0&%+70(� (0%0&.0$%
%/0$�2'&-7�+%7�6,.+*A� %/0�6,$�&0%)&$7�%'�%/0�9+05(A� %/0�7,50� +7�6,(0A
,$(�0=0&3'$0�+7�/,<<3#

��

���+6+5,&53A�
$(+,$�,(=0&%+7060$%7�'9%0$�5+$-

�+$()�*0&06'$+07�2+%/�*'$7)6<%+'$A�*'$=03+$.�%/0�+6<5+*+%�6077,.0
%/,%� %'� *'$7)60� +7� 
$(+,$#

��?
� � �,$@,$,� �)6,&+� ,&.)07� %/,%� ,7� %/0

6+((50� *5,77� /,7� 80*'60� +$*&0,7+$.53� %/0� %,&.0%� '9� ,(=0&%+7+$.A� %/+7
/,7�*&0,%0(�,$�H +$7,%+,850�.&00(I �,$(�,�(07+&0�%'�H-00<�)<�2+%/�%/0
!'$0707#I

��L

�/+7� <'7+%+'$� +7� &0+$9'&*0(� 83� �&=+$(� �,@,.'<,5B7� 7%)(3� '9
,(=0&%+7+$.�7/'2+$.�%/,%�2/0&0,7�,(=0&%+7+$.�,+60(�,%�%/0�5'20&�*,7%07
)70(� %'� 50*%)&0� ,8')%� %/0� <&'()*%B7� )%+5+%3A� %'(,3� +%� +7� ,+60(� ,%� %/0
*&0,%+'$� '9� (07+&0#

���
� � �'%� 7)&<&+7+$.53A� *'$7)60&� +%067� ,&0� '9%0$

,(=0&%+70(� <,&%+*)5,&53� 9'&� ,� 8&+(0B7� ('2&3#
��:
� � �'(,3A� ('2&+07� '9%0$

+$*5)(0� /'60� ,<<5+,$*07A� 9)&$+%)&0A� 7*''%0&7� D,� *'66'$�60,$7� '9

                                                          
��>� ���� �,&8,&,��,&&+771�/+%0A�3��
��� #��	�����A� ��� �
��������� ������� 
��"��� 
�

����1
������������
��
����>A��>��D�,@072,&+��)$(0&��,@,$�0(#A��:::E�D,&.)+$.�%/,%
%/0�('2&3A�,5'$.�2+%/�*0&06'$+07�&0='5=+$.�,&')$(�%/0�.+&5B7�&0<&'()*%+=0�*3*50A�,&0
,�2,3� 9'&� %/0�.&''6B7� 9,6+53� %'� 7/'2�)<2,&(�6'=060$%� +$� 7'*+0%3EK��"���
A� ��&�	
$'%0� >�A� ,%� �
1��� D(+7*)77+$.� %/0�$0253� ,995)0$%�6+((50� *5,77� 8)7+$077� *'66)$+%3EK
�,)&05��060&7��,&(00A�'
��!�����	����!�����!�	�
���!��������!����	������ ������	����	�
���	��%��
���#	�	����&
�"A������
�#�!#�
��B��F�����#��#�>:�A�>:��D�::?E�D,&.)+$.�%/,%
.&00(�,$(�0C%&060�<'=0&%3�50,(�.&''67�%'�(06,$(�('2&+07E#

��
� �����&=+$(��,@,.'<,5A�'
��.����	������
��������
�	��*�

���#�	��A�����
��������
�������
��"���
������1
������������
��
����1�:�D�,@072,&+��)$(0&��,@,$�0(#A�����E
D,&.)+$.� %/,%� %/0�605'(&,6,%+*�$,%)&0�'9� %/0� ,(=0&%+7060$%� &0950*%7� ,$� ,%%06<%� %'
.0%� +$%'� %/0� /0,(7� '9� 5'20&� *5,77� *'$7)60&7A� %'� 2/'6� J)07%+'$7� '9� 7)&=+=,5� ,&0� ,
6)*/�.&0,%0&�<,&%�'9�5+90E#

��?� ���� �
��,%�?
1??�D,&.)+$.� %/,%� %/0&0�,&0� 9')&�2,37� %/,%�,(7�6,-0� %/+7� 5+$-��83
<&'6'%+$.�*'$7)6<%+'$�()&+$.��+$()�907%+=,57K�83�(+7*)77+$.�06'%+'$7�7)&&')$(+$.
&05+.+')7�907%+=,57A�%/)7�5+$-+$.�&05+.+'$�,$(�*'$7)6<%+'$K�83�)7+$.�&05+.+')7�7368'57K
,$(�83�)7+$.�&05+.+')7�90%+7/07�,$(�7368'57�'9�.''(�5)*-E#

��L� �����"���
A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%��L#

���� ���� �,@,.'<,5A� ��&�	� $'%0� ��
A� ,%� ?:A� L:� D7/'2+$.� %/,%� %050=+7+'$� 9'&*0(
,(=0&%+70&7�%'�72+%*/�9&'6�)7+$.�(+990&0$%�6,&-0%+$.�%0*/$+J)07�9'&�20,5%/3�,$(�5'20&
+$*'60�<0'<50�%'�)7+$.�%/0�7,60�7055+$.�%0*/$+J)07�9'&�8'%/�.&')<7E#���/)7A�2/0&0,7
809'&0�,(=0&%+70&7�6,&-0%0(�%/0�,07%/0%+*7�'9�,�<&'()*%�%'�%/0�20,5%/3�,$(�%/0�)%+5+%3
'9�%/0�<&'()*%�%'�%/'70�'9�5'20&�+$*'60A�$'2�%/03�6,&-0%�,07%/0%+*7�%'�8'%/�.&')<7#
�
�

��:� ���� �"���
A� ��&�	� $'%0� >�A� ,%� �
� D+$(+*,%+$.� %/,%� '990&+$.� 8,$-� 5',$7� ,$(
*'$7)60&� +%067� ,7� %/0� +(0,5� ('2&3� ,&+707� 9&'6� %/0� '$70%� '9� *'$7)60&+76� ,$(
6,%0&+,5+76E#

30

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ���

%&,$7<'&%,%+'$EA�*5'%/+$.�9'&�%/0�.&''6�,$(�/+7�9,6+53A�,$(�6'$03#
�>�

��8&+(0B7�9,6+53�6,3�2055�7<0$(�70=0&,5�%+607�+%7�,$$),5�+$*'60�'$�,
(,)./%0&B7�('2&3A�*&0,%+$.�0$'&6')7�0*'$'6+*�/,&(7/+<�9'&�%/06#

�>�

�/)7A�2/,%�6,3�/,=0�7%,&%0(�,7�,�&+%),5� 9'&�7,$*%+93+$.�6,&&+,.0�/,7A
,**'&(+$.� %'� %/+7� 2,3� '9� 700+$.� %/+$.7A� 80*'60A� ,7� ,� &07)5%� '9� %/0
*'5'$+,5� 0C<0&+0$*0� ,$(� *'$%,*%� 2+%/� �07%0&$� *'$7)60&+76A� ,
H 7'&(+(�*'660&*+,5�%&,$7,*%+'$#I

�>�


$� ,((+%+'$� %'� 85,6+$.� %/0� *'5'$+,5� .'=0&$60$%� ,$(� �07%0&$
*'$7)60&+76�9'&�('2&3�=+'50$*0A�2'60$A�7<0*+9+*,553�6'%/0&71+$15,2A
,&0�'9%0$�85,60(#

�>�
� ��.,+$A�<5,*+$.� %/0�85,60�/0&0�60,$7� %/,%�'$0

*,$�+6,.+$0�(0=05'<+$.�&060(+07�9'&�%/0�<&'8506�'9�('2&3�=+'50$*0
2+%/')%� ,%%,*-+$.� %/0� 6'&0� 8,7+*� <&'8506� '9� 3')$.� 8&+(07B
7)8'&(+$,%+'$�2+%/+$�%/0�9,6+53�'&�0=0$�'%/0&�9'&67�'9�=+'50$*0�%/,%
0$9'&*0� 2'60$B7� 7)8'&(+$,%0� <'7+%+'$#� � �'%/0&71+$15,2A� +$� 
$(+,$
9,6+53�63%/'5'.3A�,&0�'9%0$�0=+5�,*%'&7#���/)7A�%/03�,&0�0,73�%'�85,60#
�&+6+$,5�,*%+'$�,.,+$7%� %/06�9+%7�0,7+53�2+%/�*)5%)&,5�)$(0&7%,$(+$.7
'9�2/'�6'%/0&71+$15,2�,&0�,$(�('07�$'%�*/,550$.0�%&,(+%+'$,5�<,%%0&$7
'9�6,50�('6+$,$*0#��
$�6,$3�2,37A�6'%/0&71+$15,2�<5,3A�2+%/+$�
$(+,A
&'507� %/,%� ,&0� 7+6+5,&� %'� %/0� '$07� %/,%� 7%0<6'%/0&7� <5,3� +$� "$+%0(
�%,%07B�9,6+53�63%/'5'.3#���/03�,&0�9&0J)0$%53�<'&%&,30(�,7�'=0&(&,2$
0C,..0&,%0(�*/,&,*%0&7�2+%/�0=+5�/0,&%7#

�>>

�,&&+,.07� +$� 
$(+,� ,&0� '9%0$� 0C'.,6')7A�60,$+$.� %/,%� %/0�8&+(0
6'=07� ,2,3� 9&'6� /0&� *'66)$+%3� %'� 5+=0� 2+%/� %/0� .&''6� ,$(� /+7
9,6+53K� %/+7� +7� <,&%+*)5,&53� %&)0� +$� $'&%/0&$� 
$(+,#

�>

� � !)7%� ,7� ,� %2'1

<,&0$%� 9,6+53� 2+%/� */+5(&0$� +7� %/0� +6,.+$0(� 9,6+5+,5� $'&6� +$� %/0
"$+%0(� �%,%07A� 7'� +$� 
$(+,� +7� %/0� @'+$%� 9,6+53� +$� 2/+*/� %/0� $0253
6,&&+0(�*')<50�5+=07�2+%/� %/0�.&''6B7�<,&0$%7#� ��)%A� @)7%�,7� %/0� %2'1
<,&0$%� 9,6+53� +$� %/0� "$+%0(� �%,%07� ('07� $'%� (07*&+80� ,55� ,*%),5
9,6+5+07A�7'�%/0�&0,5+%3�9'&�6,$3�<0'<50�+$�
$(+,�(+990&7�9&'6�%/0�@'+$%

                                                          
�>�� �
��,%�>L#

�>�� �����
��D7/'2+$.�%/,%�9,6+5+07�6,3�0=0$�7<0$(�'=0&�%0$�%+607�%/0+&�+$*'60�'$
('2&+07EK�������F����A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%�
�D9+$(+$.�%/,%�('2&+07�,=0&,.0(�7+C�%+607
%/0�,$$),5�+$*'60�'9�%/0�8&+(0B7�<,&0$%7�+$�%/0�*'66)$+%3�7%)(+0(E#

�>�� �����"���
A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%��#

�>�� ���� �,$+� !0%/6,5,$+� F� �/,553� �&,7,(A� ������	��+���� 0	���	��
�A� ��� ���
B�� �"��
�����������A� ���� ����������������� ��:� D�,$+� !0%/6,5,$+� 0(#A� �::
E� D,550.+$.
%/,%�6'%/0&71+$15,2�,&0�'9%0$�/05(�&07<'$7+850�9'&�('2&3�6)&(0&7E#

�>>� ���,�����A���
�����"������
A���������B�����������D����E�D(0<+*%+$.A�+$�%/+7
$'=05A� ,�6'%/0&1+$15,2� 2/'� (07<+%0� /0&� ,.0� ('6+$,%07� %/0� 2/'50� 9,6+53� 2+%/')%� ,
%/')./%� 9'&� ,$3%/+$.�0C*0<%�/0&� '2$� *'69'&%� ,$(� <'20&E#� � �5%/')./�/0&� ,.0� /,7
6,(0�/0&�(0<0$(0$%�</37+*,553�'$�/0&�(,)./%0&1+$15,2A�%/0�'5(�2'6,$�7%+55�805+0=0(A
H�,)./%0&7�+$�5,2�20&0�*&''-7#�#�#�#���/03�7%'50�<'20&�9&'6�3')�809'&0�3')�-$02�2/,%
2,7�/,<<0$+$.#I ��
�

�>
� �����+55+.A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%��>?�D0C<5,+$+$.�%/,%�7)*/�6'=060$%�+7�()0�%'�%/0
9,*%�%/,%�6'7%�*,7%07�+$��'&%/�
$(+,$�=+55,.07�,&0�*'6<'70(�'9�'$53�'$0�*5,$E#

31

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

9,6+53#
�>?
� � �/0� +6,.0� '9� %/0� %3<+*,5� 
$(+,$� @'+$%� 9,6+53� +$*5)(07� ,

6'%/0&1+$15,2� 2/'� ('6+$,%07� %/0� 6)5%+1.0$0&,%+'$,5� 9,6+53A
0$9'&*+$.� *'6<5+,$*0� 2+%/� /0&� <0%%3� 2/+67� ,$(� 5''-+$.� %'� <+*-� ,
9+./%� 2+%/� ,$3'$0� 2/'� */,550$.07� /0&#� � 	)&%/0&6'&0A� ,5%/')./� %/0
/)78,$(�'9� %/0� ,8)70(�2'6,$�6,3�80� %/0�)$(+7<)%0(�/0,(�'9� %/0
/')70/'5(A�07<0*+,553� +9�/0� +7� %/0�'$53� ,()5%�6,50A�/+7�6'%/0&�/'5(7
7+.$+9+*,$%�<'20&�'=0&�/+7�2+90#

�>L

�**')$%7� '9� ('2&3� =+'50$*0� 9&0J)0$%53� 9'*)7� '$� %/0� &'50� '9� %/0
6'%/0&1+$15,2#���9%0$�%/0�6'%/0&1+$15,2�+7�(0<+*%0(�,7�+$+%+,553�6,-+$.
+6<'77+850� (06,$(7� '$� %/0� (,)./%0&1+$15,2� ,$(� %/0$� <)$+7/+$.
$'$*'6<5+,$*0�2+%/�=+'50$*0#��
$�%/070�<'&%&,3,57A�%/0�6'%/0&1+$15,2
+7� 7'60%+607� 7/'2$�,7� %/0�6,@'&� 7')&*0�'9� %/0�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%� %/0
=+*%+6#���$0�20551-$'2$�0C,6<50�+7�%/0�*,70�'9��)(/,��'05#

�>�
���+%/+$

,� 6'$%/� '9� /0&� 6,&&+,.0A� 7/0� 2,7� /,&,770(� 83� /0&� 6'%/0&1+$15,2A
/)78,$(A� ,$(� 8&'%/0&1+$15,2� 9'&� /,=+$.� 8&')./%� ,$� +$,(0J),%0
('2&3#

�>:
� ��/0�2,7�,57'�</37+*,553�,8)70(�+$�%/,%�7/0�2,7�0C<0*%0(� %'

('� 6'&0� /')702'&-� %/,$� 7/0� *')5(� <'77+853� ,**'6<5+7/#
�
�
� � �/+7

<,&%+*)5,&�9'&6�'9�,8)70�2')5(�80�,%%&+8)%,850�%'� %/0�6'%/0&1+$15,2#
�/0$A�2/0$�7/0�2,7�,�9)55�$+$0�6'$%/7�<&0.$,$%A�7/0�2,7�-+550(�83�,
-+%*/0$�H ,**+(0$%I �+$�2/+*/�-0&'70$0�9&'6�%/0�7%'=0�.'%�'$�/0&�7,&+
,$(� *,)./%� 9+&0#

�
�
� � 
660(+,%053� ,9%0&� %/0� 9+&0� ,$(� 809'&0� 7/0� (+0(A

�)(/,� �'05� 5''-0(� ,%� /0&� 6'%/0&1+$15,2� ,$(� %'5(� %/0� $0+./8'&7A
H�/+7� 5,(3� /,7� <)%� -0&'70$0� '+5� '$� 60� ,$(� 70%� 60� ,85,;0#I

�
�

�5%/')./��)(/,��'05B7�/)78,$(�2,7�,57'� 9')$(�&07<'$7+850� 9'&�/0&
(0,%/A� '$0� ,**')$%� '9� %/0� �)<&060��')&%B7� '<+$+'$�$'%07� %/,%� %/0
2+%$07707B�%07%+6'$3�2,7�(0060(�<5,)7+850�80*,)70�'9� +%7�(07*&+<%+'$

                                                          
�>?� ����!�
�A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%����D<&'=+(+$.�<&''9�%/,%� @'+$%�9,6+5+07�6,3�80�%/0

0C*0<%+'$A� &,%/0&� %/,$� %/0� &)50A� 9'&� ,� 7+.$+9+*,$%�<'&%+'$�'9� %/0� 
$(+,$�<'<)5,%+'$A
,$(� %/,%�'$0�7%)(3� 7/'20(� %/,%�'$53�
�R�'9�6,50� &07<'$(0$%7� ,$(�
�R�'9� 906,50
&07<'$(0$%7� ,*%),553� 5+=0(� +$� @'+$%� 9,6+5+07EK� !������ �
����� F� ����� !���
A
��"������� �	� 
������������� ������A� ������ ���� ������ 
�� 
��
�� �>�1>�� D�:�?E
D7/'2+$.�%/,%�?�R�'9�%/0�/+./53�0()*,%0(A�<&'9077+'$,5�2'60$�7%)(+0(�2/'�,55�5+=0(
+$��05/+�20&0�5+=+$.�+$�$)*50,&�9,6+5+07K�%/,%���R�20&0�5+=+$.�+$�9,6+53�7%&)*%)&07�%/,%
20&0�$0+%/0&�$)*50,&�$'&�@'+$%K�,$(�%/,%�'$53��:R�20&0�5+=+$.�+$�@'+$%�9,6+5+07E#���/+7
7%)(3�0=0$�J)07%+'$7�%/0�<&0=,50$*0�'9�@'+$%�9,6+53�7%&)*%)&07� +$��'&%/� 
$(+,�2/0&0
%/03�,&0�7)<<'70(�%'�80�('6+$,$%#���
#�,%��>�#

�>L� �����)7/A���&�	�$'%0��>A�,%�
:��D,&.)+$.�%/,%�9,6+53�<'20&�+7�8,70(�'$�,.0�,$(
.0$(0&E#

�>�� �����,$+� !0%/6,5,$+�F��#��#��03A�!�����!�	�
��	�
�������� ��� 7������A� ��� ���
B�
�"��� �����������A� ���� ���� ������ ������� 
�1?�� D�,$+� !0%/6,5,$+� 0(#A� �::
E
D0C<5,+$+$.�%/,%�%/+7�2,7�%/0�9+&7%�('2&3�(0,%/�*,70�9'&�2/+*/�%/0�(0,%/�<0$,5%3�2,7
.+=0$E#

�>:� �
��,%�
�#

�
�� �
�

�
�� �
��,%�
�#

�
�� �
�

32

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ���

'9� %/0� 6'%/0&1+$15,2B7� +$(+990&0$*0� %'� %/0� 7+./%� '9� %/0� 3')$.� 2+90
0$.)590(�+$�95,607#���/0��')&%�2,7�&0,(3�%'�805+0=0�%/,%�,�6'%/0&1+$1
5,2�6+./%�+$(00(�,*%�+$�%/+7�2,3#

�
�

�/0� 7%'&3� '9� �,$%,&,� �+$./� 9'55'27� ,� 7+6+5,&� <,%%0&$#� � �,$%,&,
�+$./B7�+$15,27�80.,$�/,&,77+$.�/0&�9'&�('2&3�6'$03�7/'&%53�,9%0&�/0&
6,&&+,.0#� � H�/3� ('$B%� 3')� .'� /'60� ,$(� .0%� 
�A���� &)<007AI � /0&
6'%/0&1+$15,2� +7� J)'%0(� ,7� 7,3+$.� %'� /0&#� � H�%/0&2+70� 20B55� %/&'2
-0&'70$0�'$�3')#I � ��/0$��,$%,&,��+$./�2,7�)$,850� %'�<&'()*0� %/0
6'$03A�/0&�6'%/0&1+$15,2� +7� &0<'&%0(� %'�/,=0�*,&&+0(�')%� %/0� %/&0,%
,$(�<')&0(�-0&'70$0�'$�/0&#���)*-+53�9'&��,$%,&,��+$./A�7/0�2,7�,850
%'� 9500� 9&'6�/0&� +$15,27B�/'60�809'&0� %/0�6,%*/� *')5(�80� 5+%#

�
>
� ��7


7,805��,&*)7�/,7�$'%0(A�%/070�7%'&+07�9'55'2�,�7*&+<%#
�


� �	'&��,&*)7A

,$��60&+*,$�5,2�<&'9077'&A�%/0�+$%0&07%+$.�90,%)&0�+7�%/0�2,3�+$�2/+*/
=+'50$*0�+$�%/0�/'60�+7�*'$7+(0&0(�'&(+$,&3�,$(�)$&06,&-,850�2/0$
+%�+7�+$�,$��60&+*,$�/'60A�8)%�80*'607�H0C'%+*AI �H)$*+=+5+;0(AI �,$(
,�9'&6�'9�%0&&'&�2/0$�+%�'**)&7�+$�9'&0+.$�7'*+0%+07#

�
?
���/0�7*&+<%�%/,%


�2,$%�%'�9'*)7�'$�+7�%/0�'$0�%/,%�+$*5)(07�%/0�0=+5�6'%/0&1+$15,2#��!)7%
,7�%/0�9'&0+.$$077�6,-07�%/0�=+'50$*0�=+7+850�%'��60&+*,$7A�7'�%/0�&'50
'9� %/0� 6'%/0&1+$15,2� 6,3� 6,-0� +%� 0,7+0&� 9'&� 
$(+,$� 7'*+0%3� %'
&0*'.$+;0�+%�,$(�%,5-�,8')%�+%#

�'%�7)&<&+7+$.53A�,*%),5�*')&%�*,707�,57'�'9%0$�(+7<5,3�,�%0$(0$*3�%'
85,60�%/0�6'%/0&1+$15,2#���/0�*,70�'9�0��������
� ����	�������	��	�	

�
L

+7� ,� .''(� 0C,6<50#� � 
$� %/+7� *,70A� �)6+%&,A� 2+90� '9� �&06� �+$./� ,$(
(,)./%0&1+$15,2� '9� �/,$%+A� *'6<5,+$0(� %'� /0&� 9,%/0&� 2+%/+$� (,37� '9
/0&� 6,&&+,.0� %/,%� 7/0� 2,7� 80+$.� /,&,770(� ,$(� %,)$%0(� 9'&� /,=+$.
8&')./%�+$7)99+*+0$%�('2&3�+$%'�%/0�9,6+53#���)6+%&,B7�<,&0$%7�(+(�.+=0
/0&� +$15,27�7'60�,((+%+'$,5�<&070$%7�,$(A�2/0$�%/0�/,&,7760$%�,$(
,8)70�*'$%+$)0(A�,�6)%),5�9&+0$(�%&+0(�%'�60(+,%0�83�%,5-+$.�%'��&06
�+$./�(+&0*%53#���<<&'C+6,%053�%2'�30,&7�,9%0&�/0&�6,&&+,.0A��)6+%&,
7)990&0(�8)&$�+$@)&+07#� ��/+50� +$�%/0�/'7<+%,5A�7/0�*'6<5,+$0(�,.,+$
%'� /0&� <,&0$%7� ,8')%� ('2&3� ,8)70#� � �+%/+$� ,� 902� (,37� 7/0� (+0(A
<0&/,<7�9&'6�/,=+$.�*'$7)60(�<'+7'$#

                                                          
�
�� �����
��,%�
L�D9+$(+$.�%/,%�+9�%/0�6'%/0&1+$15,2�&0,553�2,$%0(�%/0�=+*%+6�%'�/,=0

%/0�*/+5(A�7/0�2')5(�/,=0�800$�)<70%�%'�700�/0&�(+0�7'�*5'70�%'�%/0�8,83B7�()0�(,%0EK
�,$(,$7/+=� F� �,%/02A� ��&�	� $'%0� L�� D&0*')$%+$.� %/,%� +$� ,$'%/0&� *,70A� %/0
<&'70*)%'&7� */'70� %'� <&'70*)%0� '$53� %/0� 6'%/0&1+$15,2A� (07<+%0� 0=+(0$*0� %/,%� %/0
(0*0,70(B7�7+7%0&1+$15,2�*')5(�,57'�/,=0�800$�&07<'$7+850�9'&�%/0�2'6,$B7�(0,%/E#

�
># �'553��''&0A�#�����������$�����!����5!�	�
�(	 �@�/��
��/������������
�������	��
�����
�	A�����#�����A��,&#��LA��::
A�,%���
#

�

� ���� 
7,805��,&*)7A�%���	�����:!����������������;��'��������� ��� �
������,� ������
�"��
�����"����	���
4����4
���������A����D�,&%/,��580&%7'$�	+$06,$�F��'C,$$0
�3-+%+)-�0(7#A��::>E�D&0*'.$+;+$.�,�<,%%0&$�+$�('2&3�(0,%/7E#

�
?� �
��,%���#

�
L# �#
#�#�D�::�E��#�#��?��#

33

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��> !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

�$0�+$%0&07%+$.�%/+$.�,8')%�%/0�
$(+,��)<&060��')&%B7�'<+$+'$�+$
%/+7�*,70�+7�%/,%A�5+-0�%/0�(07*&+<%+'$�,8'=0A�+%�('07�$'%�+$(+*,%0�0C,*%53
2/'�(+(�%/0�,8)7+$.�,$(�/,&,77+$.�'9��)6+%&,#���07<+%0�%/0�9,*%�%/,%
�/,$%+A� %/0� 6'%/0&1+$15,2A� +7� $0=0&� 60$%+'$0(� +$� %/0� �')&%B7
(07*&+<%+'$� '9� %/0� 9,*%7A� 7/0� 2,7� */,&.0(� )$(0&� �0*%+'$� ��>�� 2+%/
/,=+$.� *,)70(� �)6+%&,B7� (0,%/#� � �0&� 7'$A� �&06� �+$./A� 2,7� ,57'
*/,&.0(#���/0�%&+,5�*')&%�,*J)+%%0(�%/06�8'%/A�8)%�%/0�7%,%0�7)<&060
*')&%A� %/0� �+./� �')&%A� &0=0&70(� %/0� ,*J)+%%,57� ,$(� *'$=+*%0(� %/06
8'%/#� � �/0� 
$(+,� �)<&060� �')&%� %/0$� ,99+&60(� %/0� *'$=+*%+'$� '9
�&06��+$./A�%/0�=+*%+6B7�/)78,$(A�8)%�,*J)+%%0(��/,$%+A�%/0�6'%/0&1
+$15,2A� '$� %/0� .&')$(7� %/,%� %/0&0� 2,7� $'� 0=+(0$*0� %/,%� 7/0� /,(
%&0,%0(��)6+%&,�8,(53#���**'&(+$.�%'�%/0��)<&060��')&%A��/,$%+�(+(
$'%�5+=0�2+%/��)6+%&,�,$(��&06��+$./A�2,7�$'%�2+%/�%/06�,%�%/0�%+60
'9��)6+%&,B7�(0,%/A�,$(�2')5(�$'%�/,=0�80$09+%0(�9&'6�%/0�<,360$%
'9� ,$3� ,((+%+'$,5�('2&3#� � 
9� %/+7� +7� %/0� *,70A�2/3�2,7� �/,$%+� +$+%+,553
*/,&.0(� ,$(� *'$=+*%0(� 83� %/0� �+./� �')&%M� � 
%� +7� '$53� <'77+850� %'
7<0*)5,%0�'$�,$�,$720&A�8)%� +%�6,3�80� %/,%� %/0� 7*&+<%� %/,%�,%%&+8)%07
<&+6,&3�&07<'$7+8+5+%3�9'&�%/0�('2&3�=+'50$*0�%'�%/0�0=+5�6'%/0&1+$15,2
+7�7'�9+&653�0680((0(�+$�%/0�
$(+,$�$,&&,%+=0�'9�/'2�%/070�%&,.0(+07
'**)&�%/,%�$0+%/0&�%/0�<&'70*)%'&7�$'&�%/0�5'20&�*')&%�*')5(�50%�.'�'9
+%#���/0�7%'&3�'9�('2&3�=+'50$*0�7'�9&0J)0$%53�+$='5=07�,�6'%/0&1+$15,2
,7�%/0�6'7%�7+.$+9+*,$%�<0&<0%&,%'&�'9�%/0�,8)70�%/,%�+%�6,3�80�(+99+*)5%
9'&� <&'70*)%'&7A� @)(.07A� ,$(� '%/0&7� %'� 805+0=0� %/,%� 7/0� +7� $'%
&07<'$7+850�,%�50,7%�+$�,�80/+$(1%/017*0$07�6,$$0&#

�
�

��J)+*-�&0=+02�'9�,�$)680&�'9�*')&%�'<+$+'$7�+$(+*,%07�%/,%�('2&3
=+'50$*0� +7� %3<+*,553� ,� 9,6+53� ,99,+&#

�
:
� � 
$� 6,$3� *,707A� $)60&')7

60680&7� '9� %/0� .&''6B7� +660(+,%0� 9,6+53� <,&%+*+<,%0� +$� ('2&3
=+'50$*0�'=0&� ,�<0&+'(�'9�6,$3� 30,&7#� ��'20=0&A� %/0� 9,*%� %/,%� %/070
*,707�+$='5=0�*'$=+*%+'$7�'9�6)5%+<50�60680&7�'9�%/0�.&''6B7�9,6+53
+$(+*,%07�%/,%�%/0�6'%/0&1+$15,2�+7�<&'8,853�$'%�,$3�6'&0�&07<'$7+850
9'&� %/0� =+'50$*0� %/,$� %/0� '%/0&7� 2/'� ,&0� ,57'� *'$=+*%0(#
	)&%/0&6'&0A� ,7� +$� 6'7%� *')$%&+07A� 9,6+5+,5� =+'50$*0� +$� 
$(+,
9&0J)0$%53�%,-07�%/0�9'&6�'9�&,<0�'&�'%/0&�70C),5�,8)70�'9�%/0�2+90#

�?�

                                                          
�
�� ����	�����,;+&��/,$(�=#��%,%0�'9��,&3,$,A��#
#�#� D�:�:E��#�#��L��D,*J)+%%+$.

%/0�6'%/0&1+$15,2�8)%�*'$=+*%+$.�%/0�/)78,$(�,$(�9,%/0&1+$15,2E#

�
:� ���,� ����A� �.,&2,5� =#� �%,%0� '9� �+/,&A� �#
#�#� D�::LE� �#�#� ����� D*/,&.+$.� ,$(
*'$=+*%+$.�/)78,$(A�8&'%/0&1+$15,2A�,$(�6'%/0&1+$15,2�9'&� %/0�(0,%/�'9� %20$%310+./%
30,&�'5(��+&,$��0=+EK��7'-,$�=#��%,%0A��#
#�#�D����E��#�#��>>>�D*/,&.+$.�%/0�/)78,$(A
8&'%/0&1+$15,2A�6'%/0&1+$15,2� ,$(� 9,%/0&1+$15,2� 9'&� *,)7+$.� %/0�6)&(0&� '9� �'&-'(+A
,$(� *'$=+*%+$.� ,55� 8)%� %/0� 8&'%/0&1+$15,2A� 2/'� 2,7� ,*J)+%%0(EK� �,=+$(0&� =#� �%,%0� '9
�$(/&,��&,(07/A��#
#�#�D�::�E��#�#���>��D*/,&.+$.�,$(�*'$=+*%+$.�/)78,$(A�9,%/0&1
+$15,2�,$(�6'%/0&1+$15,2E#

�?�� �����,&3��$$0��0,=0&A�3	�

�1��!	��
����A�����������A� !,$#���A�����A�,%�
�
D$'%+$.� %/,%� L�R� '9� ,55� &,<0� *,707� +$� 
$(+,� +$='5=0� &,<07� %/,%� '**)&� 2+%/+$� %/0
9,6+53E#

34

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��


�/+7�+7�,�9'&6�'9�=+'50$*0�9'&�2/+*/�6'%/0&71+$15,2�,&0�5+-053�%'�80�5077
&07<'$7+850�%/,$�'%/0&�9,6+53�60680&7#

�/0&0� +7� ,57'� 7'60� 0=+(0$*0� %/,%� 6'%/0&71+$15,2A� +$7%0,(� '9
+$7%+.,%+$.� =+'50$*0A� 6,3� &0()*0� %/0� 50=05� '9� ,8)70� %/,%� %/0+&
(,)./%0&71+$15,2� 0C<0&+0$*0� ,%� %/0� /,$(7� '9� '%/0&� 9,6+53�60680&7#
�/+7� +7� +55)7%&,%0(�83� %/0� 7%'&3� '9��7#��,&@+%A� 2/'� +$+%+,553� 5+=0(� +$� ,
@'+$%� 9,6+53� 2+%/� /0&� /)78,$(� ,$(� /+7� <,&0$%7#

�?�
� � �9%0&� %/0� +$15,27

6'=0(�,2,3A�/0&�/)78,$(B7�,8)70�'9�/0&� +$*&0,70(#� ��=0$%),553A� 7/0
950(� %'� /0&� +$15,27B� /'60#� � �5%/')./� 5+90� 2+%/� /0&� +$15,27� 2,7� $'%
2'$(0&9)5Q7/0� /,(� %'� 50,=0� 2/0$� %/03� %&+0(� %'� 6,&&3� '99� /0&
(,)./%0&7� +$� 2,37� 7/0� (+(� $'%� 5+-0Q+%� 2,7� 80%%0&� %/,$� 5+90� 2+%/� /0&
/)78,$(#� ��7#��,&@+%� 7%,30(�2+%/�/0&� +$15,27� 9'&� %0$� 30,&7#� �+6+5,&53A
'$0� 7%)(3� '9� ���� *'550.010()*,%0(A� <&'9077+'$,5� 2'60$� 9&'6��05/+
9')$(�%/,%�,5%/')./�6'7%�'9� %/06�(+(�$'%� 5+=0� +$� @'+$%� 9,6+5+07A� %/0
2'60$�+$(+*,%0(�%/,%�6,$3�'9�%/0+&�6'%/0&71+$15,2�%&0,%0(�%/06�%/0
7,60�,7�%/0�'5(0&�2'60$�%&0,%0(�%/0+&�'2$�(,)./%0&7#

�?�
��
$(00(A�'$0

7%)(3�9')$(�%/,%�2'60$�+$�$)*50,&�9,6+5+07�,&0�,8)70(�,%�,�
�R�&,%0A
2/+50�'$53���R�'9�2'60$�+$�@'+$%�9,6+5+07�,&0�,8)70(#

�?�
���/+7�2')5(

+6<53�%/,%�5+90�2+%/�'$0B7�+$15,27�6,3�80�<&'%0*%+=0�9'&�2+=07#

�3�<'+$%�+7�$'%�%'�,%%&+8)%0�85,60�9'&�('2&3�=+'50$*0�%'�<,&%+*)5,&
9,6+53�60680&7�$'&�+7�+%�%'�,87'5=0�'%/0&7�'9�85,60#� �
%� +7�5+-053�%/,%
*'5'$+,5+76A��07%0&$�*'$7)60&+76A�,$(�6'%/0&71+$15,2�,55�80,&�7'60
&07<'$7+8+5+%3� 9'&�%/0�('2&3�<&,*%+*07�,$(�=+'50$*0�'9�6'(0&$�
$(+,#

$7%0,(A� 
� ,6� ,&.)+$.� %/,%� %/0� *&+6+$,5+;,%+'$� '9� ('2&3� =+'50$*0
0$*')&,.07� %/0� 70,&*/� 9'&� 7'*+,55316,&.+$,5+;0(� <0'<50� ,$(� 9'&
0C%0&$,5� 9'&*07� %/,%� *,$� 80� 85,60(� 9'&� ,*%+=+%+07� %/,%� /,=0� 800$
(0*5,&0(� %'� 80� 7'*+,553� &0<&0/0$7+850#� ��/,%0=0&� &07<'$7+8+5+%3� 6,3
,<<&'<&+,%053�80�<5,*0(�'$�%/070�<0'<50�,$(�9'&*07A�%/0�*)&&0$%�50.,5
(+7*)77+'$� %0$(7� %'�'87*)&0� %/0� &'50� '9� %/0�60$�2/'� ('6+$,%0� %/0
9,6+53� 7%&)*%)&0#� � 	)&%/0&6'&0A� 85,6+$.�6'%/0&71+$15,2A� *'5'$+,5+76
,$(� *'$7)60&+76Q,55� '9� 2/+*/� ,&0� ,5&0,(3� =+020(� ,7� H 0=+5I Q6,-07
9)$(,60$%,5� */,$.0� +$� 9,6+53� <'20&� &05,%+'$7/+<7� ,<<0,&
)$$0*077,&3#��
$�%/+7�2,3A�*&+6+$,5�5,27�%/,%�20&0�'&+.+$,553�700$�,7�,
%''5�9'&�*/,$.0�5'70�%/0+&�&09'&6+7%�0(.0#

                                                          
�?�� ��������!���F�����"�
��A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%�
�1
>#

�?�� �����
�����F� !���
A� ��&�	�$'%0� �>?A� ,%� �>?� D(06'$7%&,%+$.� /'2�6'%/0&71+$1
5,27�%&0,%�%/0+&�7'$7B�2+=07�+$�H$02I �@'+$%�9,6+5+07E#

�?�� ���� 4+7,&+,A� ��&�	� $'%0� �?A� ,%� ��� D&090&&+$.� %'� <73*/'5'.+*,5� ,$(� </37+*,5
,8)70EK� ���� 	���� �'=+$(A� ��&�	� $'%0� :�� D$'%+$.� %/,%� �0&,5,� 2'60$� 9&'6� $)*50,&
/')70/'5(7�,&0�6'&0�5+-053�%'�80�,8)70(�%/,$�%/'70�9&'6�$'$1$)*50,&�/')70/'5(7E#

35

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��? !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

4# ��������	�"�����
�
��������
��
��
4
�"��
��
��
�����"��

�&+6+$,5�5,2�6,-07�,�<)85+*�7%,%060$%�%/,%�,�<,&%+*)5,&�<&'/+8+%0(
,*%+=+%3� +7�,$%+17'*+,5#� ��&+6+$,5� 5,27� %/,%� %,&.0%�('607%+*� =+'50$*0�'&
0=0$�('2&3�=+'50$*0�,$$')$*0�%/,%�%/'70�<&,*%+*07A�2/+*/�<&0=+')753
20&0� *'$7+(0&0(� <&+=,%0� <&'85067� D,%� 807%E� '&� $'$1<&'8506,%+*� D,%
2'&7%EA� ,&0�<&'85067�2'&%/3� '9� %/0� ,%%0$%+'$�'9� <)85+*� '99+*+,57� ,$(
<)85+*� &07')&*07#� � �/+7� +7� ,$� +6<'&%,$%� 7%,%060$%#� � �'20=0&A� 2/+50
%/03� ('� %/+7A� 5,27� %/,%� *&+6+$,5+;0� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� '9%0$� 9,+5� %'
&0*'.$+;0�%/,%�%/0�<&'8506�+7�737%06+*�,$(�$'%�@)7%�+$(+=+(),5#

�&+6+$,5� 5,2� 9'*)707� '$� +$(+=+(),5� 2&'$.1('+$.A� $'%� '$
<&'8506,%+*�7'*+,5�7%&)*%)&07#���/)7A�<&'70*)%+'$7�9'&�('2&3�=+'50$*0
*/,&.0� <,&%+*)5,&� +$(+=+(),57A� $'%� 2/'50� 70.60$%7� '9� 7'*+0%3A� 2+%/
=+'5,%+$.� 7'*+,5� $'&67#� � �+6+5,&53A� *&+6+$,5� <&'70*)%+'$7� ,77)60� ,
=+*%+6�2/'�+7�+$+%+,553�,850�%'�8&+$.�%/0�'990$707�%'�%/0�,%%0$%+'$�'9�%/0
,<<&'<&+,%0� <)85+*� '99+*+,57� ,$(� +7� %/0$� ,850� %'� <0&70=0&0� 2+%/� %/0
<&'70*)%+'$#� � �7� ,$%/&'<'5'.+7%� �,553� �0&&3� 7,37A� %/0� *&+6+$,5� 5,2
'990&7� =+*%+67� '9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� %/0� H<&'6+70� '9� 5+80&,5
50.,5+76#I

�?>
� � 	'&� 6,$3� 2'60$� ,&')$(� %/0� 2'&5(A� %/+7� +7� ,$� 06<%3

<&'6+70#��	'&�,�=,&+0%3�'9�&0,7'$7A� %/0+&�%+07�%'�%/0+&�9,6+5+07�,&0�%''
7%&'$.�,$(�%/0+&�,5%0&$,%+=07�%''�)$,%%&,*%+=0�9'&�%/06�%'�.'�9'&2,&(A
,5'$0A�2+%/�,�*&+6+$,5�<&'70*)%+'$#

�/0�+$7%+%)%+'$�'9�6,&&+,.0�,$(�%/0�6,&+%,5�9,6+53�,&0�<,&%+*)5,&53
+6<'&%,$%�%'�
$(+,$�2'60$#��
%�+7�*'$7+(0&0(�,�(+7.&,*0�%'�,�2'6,$B7
$,%,5�9,6+53�+9�,�2'6,$�+7�)$6,&&+0(�<,7%�6,&&+,.0,850�,.0#

�?

��
$�%/0

�:��7A� %/0� ,=0&,.0� ,.0� '9�6,&&+,.0� 9'&� 
$(+,$� 2'60$� 2,7� ��#>K� +$
7'60�&)&,5�,&0,7�'9��,@,7%/,$�+%�2,7��
#�#

�??
���5%/')./�+%�/,7�*&0<%�)<

7+$*0� %/0$A
�?L
� %/0� &05,%+=053� 0,&53�6,&&+,.0� ,.0� ,$(� %/0� 06</,7+7� '$

%/0�$0*077+%3�'9�6,&&+,.0�9'&�2'60$�60,$�%/,%�9'&�$,%,5�9,6+5+07A�'$0
'9� %/0� 6,@'&� '85+.,%+'$7� %'� (,)./%0&7� +7� %'� 9+$(� ,$� ,<<&'<&+,%0
/)78,$(#

�?�
� �	'&�6,$3�9,6+5+07A�6,&&+,.0�+7�,�&05+.+')7�'85+.,%+'$#� ��

                                                          
�?>� ���� �����
���A� ��&�	� $'%0� ��A� ,%� 
�� D����E� D7%,%+$.� %/,%� 7)*/� <&'6+70� +7

(+7*'$$0*%0(�9&'6�%/0�&0,5+%+07�'9�2'60$B7�5+=07�80*,)70�%/+7�H *'$$0*%+'$I �2+%/�%/0
50.,5�737%06�+7�+$,(0J),%0E#

�?
� ���� �����
A� ��&�	� $'%0� �>>� D%055+$.� %/0� 7%'&3� %/,%� ,� 8&'%/0&� +7� ,2,&0� '9� /+7
9,+5)&0�+$�/+7�()%3�%'�/+7�7+7%0&�+$�$'%�9+$(+$.�/0&�,�/)78,$(EK������A���&�	�$'%0�:LA�,%
��� D7%,%+$.� %/,%� ,� H 8&+(0B7� 9,6+53� 0+%/0&� &05)*%,$%53� '&� 0,.0&53� *'6<5+07� 2+%/� T.+9%
(06,$(7B�<&+6,&+53�80*,)70�'9�%/0�7'*+'1*)5%)&,5�7%+.6,�,%%,*/0(�%'�-00<+$.�%/0�.+&5
+$�<,&0$%,5�/')70�803'$(�%/0�6,&&+,.0,850�,.0I E#

�??� ���� �+55+.A� ��&�	�$'%0� >�A� ,%� �>>� D$'%+$.� %/0� 5'2�60,$� ,.0� '9�6,&&+,.0� 9'&
906,507�+$�
$(+,�,$(�<,&%+*)5,&53�%/0�7%,%0�'9��,@,7%/,$E#

�?L� �������
��������"�������#��	�
��
�A��4����������
��������D5,7%�=+7+%0(�!,$#
�:A�����E�D$'%+$.� %/,%� +$��::�A�$+$0%00$�30,&7�'5(�2,7� %/0�,=0&,.0�,.0�,%�6,&&+,.0
9'&� 2'60$� +$� 
$(+,EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#60(+$(+,#$0%�/0,5%/�7%,%+7%+*7�
.0$0&,5�6,&&+,.0,.0#,7<#

36

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��L

.+&5B7�<)&<'70�+$�5+90�+7�%'�80*'60�,�2+90�,$(�6'%/0&#
�?:

�+$*0� 6,&&+,.0� +7� 7)*/� ,$� +6<'&%,$%� <,&%� '9� 
$(+,$� 2'60$B7
+(0$%+%3A�+%�+7�'9%0$�07<0*+,553�(+99+*)5%�9'&�%/06�%'�07*,<0�9&'6�=+'50$%
6,&&+,.07#� ��8)70(�2'60$B7�$,%,5� 9,6+5+07� 9&0J)0$%53� 9005�)$,850� %'
/05<#� � �'60� <,&0$%7� 9005� %/,%� %/0+&� 6,@'&� &07<'$7+8+5+%3� %'� %/0+&
(,)./%0&�+7�%'�70*)&0�,�6,&&+,.0�9'&�/0&#���$*0�%/+7�+7�,**'6<5+7/0(A
%/0+&� '85+.,%+'$7� %'2,&(� /0&� ,&0� 0$(0(#� � 	'5-� 2+7('6� *5,+67� %/,%
�+$()�<,&0$%7�%055�%/0+&�(,)./%0&�,7�%/03�50,=0�9'&�/0&�20((+$.�%/,%
$'2� 7/0�2+55� 0$%0&� /0&� /)78,$(B7� /'60A� ,$(� 7/0� +7� $'%� %'� 50,=0� +%A
0C*0<%�9'&�/0&�'2$�9)$0&,5#

�L�
� ��/0�6,&&+0(�(,)./%0&�2/'�2+7/07� %'

&0%)&$�<0&6,$0$%53� %'�/0&�<,&0$%7B�/'60�'9%0$� &0*'.$+;07� %/,%� 7/0
2+55�$'� 5'$.0&�&0*0+=0� %/0� 5'=0A�/'$'&� ,$(� &07<0*%� %/,%� 7/0�0$@'30(
%/0&0�0,&5+0&#

�L�
���,&0$%7�2/'�&07<'$(�%/+7�2,3�%'�%/0+&�'2$�(,)./%0&B7

=+'50$%�6,&&+,.07�6,3�80�&0,*%+$.�%'�%/0�7,60�7'*+,5�<&077)&07�9,*0(
83�0=0&3'$0#� � 
9� %/0+&�(,)./%0&� &0%)&$7�/'60A� %/03�2+55�$'2�/,=0� %'
*,&0� 9'&� /0&� +$� ,((+%+'$� %'� %/0� 0C%0$(0(� 9,6+5+07� '9� %/0+&� 7'$7� %'
2/'6� %/03� /,=0� *'66+%%0(� %/06705=07#� � �9%0$� +%� +7� %/0� ,8)70(
2'6,$B7� 8&'%/0&7� ,$(� %/0+&� 2+=07� 2/'� ,&0� <,&%+*)5,&53� &070$%9)5� '9
/0&� &0%)&$� /'60#

�L�
� � 	)&%/0&6'&0A� +9� %/0� =+*%+6� '9� ,8)70� /,7

)$6,&&+0(� 3')$.0&� 7+7%0&7A� /0&� &0%)&$� /'60� +7� 5+-053� %'� 70&+')753
*'6<5+*,%0�%/0+&�6,&&+,.0�<&'7<0*%7#

�L�
� ��7�,�&07)5%A�9'&�6,$3�,8)70(

2'60$A�,�<0&6,$0$%�&0%)&$�%'�%/0+&�$,%,5�9,6+5+07�+7�$'%�5+-053�%'�80�,
<'77+8+5+%3#

�L>

                                                          
�?�� �����+55+.A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%��>��D+$(+*,%+$.�%/,%�%/0�*'66'$�<&090&0$*0�+7�9'&

,�2'6,$�%'�6,&&3�+$%'�,�9,6+53�'9�/0&�'2$�7%,%)7�'&�+$%'�'$0�%/,%�+7�'9�/+./0&�7%,%)7E#

�?:� ��������!���F�����"�
��A���&�	�$'%0�>�A�,%�
�#

�L�� �����,/,@,$A���&�	�$'%0��
A�,%��#

�L�� ���� !0%/6,5,$+� F� �&,7,(A� ��&�	� $'%0� �>�A� ,%� �>?� D7%,%+$.� %/,%� $02� 8&+(07
*,$$'%� &0%)&$� %'� %/0+&� $,%,5� /'607� 80*,)70� H 9&'6� %/0�6'60$%� ,� 3')$.� 2'6,$B7
6,&&+,.0�+7�$0.'%+,%0(A�/0&�<,&0$%7�*'$(+%+'$�/0&�%'�70&=0�/0&�+$15,27A�7,*&+9+*+$.�/0&
'2$� 5+-07� ,$(� (+75+-07I EK� �,(/)� �+7/2,&A� (
��� ������ 	��� '������� #
	������ B��
����� �������
�#������ �����	� ��� �����
	�	CA� �������"��
� D�:::E� D=+02+$.� (,)./%0&7
2/'� &0%)&$� %'� %/0+&� $,%,5� /'607� ,7� 5+,8+5+%+07EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���9&00#9&007<00*/#
'&.�6,$)7/+�����=+6'*/,$,#/%65#

�L�� �����+7/2,&A���&�	�$'%0��L��D7%,%+$.�%/,%�&070$%60$%�'9�,�$02�8&+(0B7�&0%)&$�%'
/0&� 9,6+53� *'607� 9&'6� 8'%/� /0&� 7+7%0&71+$15,2� ,$(� /0&� 8&'%/0&7� 80*,)70� '9� %/0
,((+%+'$,5�&07<'$7+8+5+%+07�7/0�+6<'707EK��
���A���&�	�$'%0���A�,%����D7%,%+$.�%/,%�,$
,8)70(�2'6,$� +7�'9%0$�*'$7+(0&0(�,�8)&(0$�,%�/0&�<,&0$%7B�/'60�,$(� 5+-053� %'�80
80,%0$�83�/0&�'2$�8&'%/0&7E#

�L�� ����	5,=+,A��������������
��$	������(����/�	����A����������
��
��
������
�����
�A
�
L1
�� D�0/,$,� �/,(+,553� 0(#A� �:��E� D$'%+$.� /'2� ,$� ,8)70(� 2'6,$� *')5(� $'%
&0%)&$�%'�/0&�$,%,5�9,6+53�80*,)70�7/0�/,(�%2'�3')$.0&�7+7%0&7A�,$(�+%�2')5(�80�%''
/,&(�%'�9+$(�/)78,$(7�9'&�%/06�+9�7/0�&06,+$0(�,%�/'60E#

�L>� ����������"��A���&�	�$'%0�L�A�,%����1����D<&'=+(+$.�0C,6<507�'9�<,&0$%7�2/'
&07<'$(� %'� %/0� (+7*'=0&3� '9� %/0+&� (,)./%0&B7� ,8)70� 83� ,*%+$.� %'� &06'=0� /0&E#
�,%)&,553A� %/0&0�,&0�6,$3�<,&0$%7�2/'�*'60�%'� %/0+&�(,)./%0&7B� ,+(#� � 
�/,=0�/0,&(
,$(� &0,(� +$(+=+(),5� 7%'&+07� '9� <,&0$%7� ('+$.� %/0+&� )%6'7%� %'� /05<� %/0+&� (,)./%0&7
50,=0�,8)7+=0�6,&&+,.07�,$(�%'�<&'=+(0�9'&�%/06�7)870J)0$%53#

37

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

��� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

�'&�+7�%/0&0�,$3�<5,*0�+$�6)*/�'9�
$(+,$�7'*+0%3�9'&�,$�)$6,&&+0(
,()5%�2'6,$#� ��+='&*0A�,5%/')./� 50.,5A� +7�$'%�,$�'<%+'$#

�L

� � 
$��::�A

%/0� (+='&*0� &,%0� 2,7� �#�R
�L?
� � �'60$� 2/'� 50,=0� %/0+&� /)78,$(7B

/'607�,&0�'9%0$� 9'&*0(�83�7'*+,5�<&077)&07� %'� &0%)&$#� �	'&�0C,6<50A
%/0� 20551-$'2$� 906+$+7%� 	5,=+,� �.$07� %0557� %/0� 7%'&3� '9� �&06,A� 2/'
950(�9&'6�/0&�/)78,$(B7�/'60�%'�5+=0�2+%/�,� 9&+0$(#

�LL
� � 
660(+,%053A

%/0� 2,557� '9� %/0� 9,*%'&3� 2/0&0� 7/0� 2'&-0(� 20&0� *'=0&0(� 2+%/� 7+.$7
7,3+$.�%/,%�7/0�2,7�,�75)%�2/'�/,(�&)$�'99�2+%/�,$'%/0&�6,$#���&06,
2,7�9'&*0(�%'�2'&-�,5'$0�,$(�7<0$%�6'7%�'9�/0&�%+60�*&3+$.#���/0�(+(
$'%� 0=0$� %&3� %'� .0%� ,� (+='&*0#� � �3� %/0� 0$(� '9� %2'� 30,&7A� %/0� 7'*+,5
<&077)&0�2,7�7'�.&0,%�%/,%�7/0�&0%)&$0(�%'�/0&�/)78,$(#���'%�'$53�2,7
/0&�5+90�6+70&,850A�8)%�/0&�(,)./%0&�2,7�,<<&',*/+$.�/0&�0,&53�%00$7
,$(� �&06,� -$02� 7/0� 2')5(� $'%� 80� ,850� %'� 9+$(� ,� /)78,$(� 9'&� %/0
*/+5(�+9�7/0�/0&7059�&06,+$0(�70<,&,%0(�9&'6�/0&�'2$�/)78,$(#

�L�

�/0$��&06,�509%�/0&�/)78,$(A� 7/0�/,(� %'�6'=0� +$�2+%/�,� 9&+0$(#
�/+7� 2,7� )$*'69'&%,850� ,$(� *'$%&+8)%0(� %'� /0&� &0%)&$� %'� /0&
/)78,$(�80*,)70� %/0� ,<,&%60$%�2,7� '=0&*&'2(0(�2+%/� %/0� ,((+%+'$
'9��&06,�,$(�/0&�(,)./%0&#

�L:
� ��,*-�'9�/')7+$.� +7� ,�6,@'&�<&'8506

9'&� 2'60$� 2/'� 2')5(� 5+-0� %'� 50,=0� %/0+&� /)78,$(7B� /'607#� � 	'&
0C,6<50A� +$� �::LA� '$53� �#��R� '9� %/0� 8)(.0%� '9� %/0� �'*+,5� �059,&0
�',&(�'9��,(/3,��&,(07/�2,7�)70(�%'�7)<<'&%�7/05%0&7�9'&�2'60$#

���

�$0� 7%)(3� &0<'&%0(� %/,%� $0,&53� '$01%/+&(� '9� ,8)70(� 2'60$� /,(
*'$7+(0&0(� 9500+$.� 9&'6� %/0+&� /)78,$(7A� 8)%� /,(� (0*+(0(� ,.,+$7%
('+$.�7'�80*,)70�%/03�/,(�$'2/0&0�%'�.'�,$(�20&0�,9&,+(�%/03�2')5(
/,=0�%'�50,=0�%/0+&�*/+5(&0$�80/+$(#

���

�'60$B7� 0*'$'6+*� <'7+%+'$� +$� 
$(+,� 6,-07� +%� =0&3� (+99+*)5%� 9'&
6'7%� 2'60$� %'� 50,=0� %/0+&� /)78,$(7#� � �$53� ��R� '9� 2'60$� ,&0
06<5'30(A� ,7� *'6<,&0(� 2+%/� 
�R�'9�60$#

���
� ��'7%� 
$(+,$�2'&-0&7A

                                                          
�L
� �����
�

�L?� ����������F����A���&�	�$'%0��?A�,%�
#���7�+$�6,$3�*')$%&+07A�%/0�(+='&*0�&,%0
+$� 
$(+,� =,&+07� 2+(053� +$� (+990&0$%� .0'.&,</+*,5� ,&0,7#� ��$0� ,&%+*50� *5,+67� %/,%� %/0
(+='&*0� &,%0� /,7� &0,*/0(� ,� H 7*,&3I � ��R� +$� 60%&'<'5+%,$� 
$(+,#� � ���� �005)� �,$.A
*	���	���� #	��
�� ��� 	� (
���&���� ��� ������A� ��
�#� D
$(+,EA� !,$#� ��A� ����A� 	�
/%%<���222#%&+8)$0+$(+,#*'6���������������/0&2'&5(#/%6V�#

�LL� ����	5,=+,A���&�	�$'%0��L�A�,%��
��D&0*')$%+$.� %/0�7%'&3�'9�,�2'&-+$.�2'6,$
$,60(��&06,�2/'�9,*0(�7'*+,5�(+99+*)5%+07�,9%0&�50,=+$.�/0&�/)78,$(E#

�L�� �����
�

�L:� �����
�

���� �����+%&,A���&�	�$'%0�>?A�,%����D&0<'&%+$.�,57'�%/,%�?#:R�'9�%/0��',&(B7�8)(.0%
2,7� ,55'*,%0(� %'� *')$705+$.� 70&=+*07#E� � �/070� 9)$(7� )7),553� 7)<<'&%� 099'&%7� %'
0$*')&,.0�%/0�,8)70(�2'6,$�%'�&0%)&$� %'�/0&�/)78,$(#� ����� ��&�	�$'%07�>�1
��,$(
,**'6<,$3+$.�%0C%#

���� #���������A�������"��������������	���������"�
���>��D�:::E#

���� ���� 
��
�� ��� �� �������� ����� ����
�
���
��� �����A� �::�� ����"�� �	� 
��
�A
	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#*0$7)7+$(+,#$0%�2'&-<,&%#/%65#K� ���� 	���� ���	
�� 3����
� ��

38

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� ��:

6,50� '&� 906,50A� ,&0� 06<5'30(� +$� %/0� ,.&+*)5%)&,5� 70*%'&#
���
� � �/0


$(+,$� *0$7)7� (+=+(07� ,.&+*)5%)&,5� 2'&-0&7� +$%'� %/&00� *,%0.'&+07�
*)5%+=,%'&7A� 5,8'&0&7A� ,$(� '%/0&#� � �)5%+=,%'&7� )7),553� /,=0� 7'60
'2$0&7/+<� &+./%7� %'� %/0� 5,$(� ,$(� 9&0J)0$%53� (+&0*%� '&� 7)<0&=+70� %/0
2'&-� '9� '%/0&7A� 2/+50� 5,8'&0&7� 2'&-� '$� ,$'%/0&B7� 5,$(� 9'&� 2,.07#

��>

�'&0� %/,$� /,59� '9� %/0� 906,50� ,.&+*)5%)&,5� 2'&-0&7� ,&0� 5,8'&0&7� 8)%
'$53� '$01%/+&(� '9�6,50� 2'&-0&7� ,&0#

��

� � 	06,50� ,.&+*)5%)&,5� 5,8'&0&7

,&0�5+-053�%'�80�2'&-+$.�'$�9,6+53�9,&67�+$�2/+*/�%/03�('�$'%�/,=0�,
<&'<0&%3� +$%0&07%A� +$� *'$%&,7%� %'�60$� 2'&-+$.� %/0� 7,60� 9,&67� 2/'
<&'8,853�('�/,=0�,$�'2$0&7/+<�'&� 50,70/'5(�+$%0&07%#� �	)&%/0&6'&0A
%/0� ,.&+*)5%)&,5� 5,8'&0&�<'7+%+'$7� ,&0� 5'20&17-+550(� ,$(�6'&0�<''&53
<,+(� %/,$� %/0� *)5%+=,%'&� <'7+%+'$7#

��?
� � �=0$� +$� 5,8'&0&� <'7+%+'$7A

2'60$� ,&0� )7),553� <,+(� '$53� >�R� %'� ?�R� '9� 2/,%� 60$� 0,&$#
��L

�'$7+7%0$%�2+%/�%/+7A�0C<0&%7�07%+6,%0�%/,%�,7�6,$3�,7�:�R�'9�2'&-+$.
2'60$� %'+5� +$� %/0� +$9'&6,5A� )$('*)60$%0(� 70*%'&#

���
� � �.,+$A� %/070

@'87�,&0�)$7-+550(A�5'2�<,3+$.�,$(�('�$'%�<&'=+(0�80$09+%7#
��:
� ��'&�+7

5+90�0,73�9'&�
$(+,$�2'60$�2+%/�<&'9077+'$,5�0()*,%+'$7#���$0�7%)(3
9')$(� %/,%� 0=0$� %/070� 2'60$� 805+0=0� %/,%� %/03� ,&0� (+7*&+6+$,%0(
,.,+$7%�+$�%/0�2'&-<5,*0�,$(�6)7%�2'&-�/,&(0&�%/,$�60$�%'�&0*0+=0
*'6<,&,850�80$09+%7#

�:�
���/0�&07)5%�+7�%/,%�6'7%�2'60$�,&0�)$,850�%'

7)<<'&%�%/06705=07�,<,&%�9&'6�%/0+&�/)78,$(7#

�/0� *&+6+$,5� 5,2�('07�$'%�/05<�2'60$� %'� *'<0�2+%/� %/070� 7'*+,5
(+99+*)5%+07#� � 
$7%0,(A� ,� 2'6,$�2/'� +$='-07� +%7� <&'%0*%+'$� 2')5(� 80
509%� %'� 90$(� 9'&� /0&7059#� � �/0� 2')5(� 80� 9'&*0(� %'� %)&$� %'� /0&� '2$
<,&0$%7� 9'&� ,77+7%,$*0#� � 
9� %/03� ,&0� )$,850� '&� )$2+55+$.� %'� /05<A� 7/0
6,3�/,=0�=0&3�902�'<%+'$7�9'&�7)&=+=,5#���7�,�&07)5%A�+%�+7�$'%�5+-053�%/,%
2'60$� 2+55� &0<'&%� %/0� =+'50$*0� %/,%� %/03� 7)990&� %'� *&+6+$,5

                                                          
(����1����&��������D*+%+$.��
��"A��*%#���A�����E�D2'60$B7�06<5'360$%�+7��?#�R�'9
06<5'360$%� +$� %/0� '&.,$+;0(� 70*%'&EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#+$(+,7'*+,5#'&.�
&07)5%#,7<M+(P��
�#

���� ���� !���� �#� �"����� F� 4
����
�� �#� 4����		A� �"���"� �	� ���� ����"�A� "#�#
���B���	�����#A������� ���� ���� �������� 
�� 
��
�� D�:::E� D7/'2+$.� %/,%� ?�R� '9
6,50�2'&-0&7�,$(���R�'9� 906,50�2'&-0&7�,&0�06<5'30(� +$� %/0�,.&+*)5%)&,5� 70*%'&EA
	 	��	����	��/%%<���222#*0$7)7#.'=�+<*�<&'(�2+(1:���#<(9#

��>� ���� �
�� D<+$<'+$%+$.� %/0� (+990&0$*07� 80%200$� *)5%+=,%'&7� ,$(� ,.&+*)5%)&,5
5,8'&0&7E#

��
� �����
�

��?� �����
�

��L� �����
�

���� ���� �
��D7%,%+$.� %/,%�2'60$� +$� %/0�)$('*)60$%0(�70*%'&�<5'2� 9+05(7A�/,&=07%
*&'<7A�20,=0A�6,-0�/,$(+*&,9%7A�7055�9''(A�.,%/0&�2''(A�0%*#E#

��:� �����
�

�:�� �����
��D7%,%+$.�%/,%�$0,&53�%2'1%/+&(7�'9�%/0�2'60$�+$�%/0�7%)(3�905%�*'6<0550(
%'�2'&-�/,&(0&�%'�&0*0+=0�*'6<,&,850�80$09+%7E#

39

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

�>� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

,)%/'&+%+07#
�:�
� � �/0� =,7%� )$(0&&0<'&%+$.� '9� ('607%+*� ,8)70� %/,%� +7

(07*&+80(� ,8'=0� +7� )$(')8%0(53� ()0� +$� <,&%� %'� 2'60$B7� '=0&,55
7)8'&(+$,%+'$A� 8'%/� 0*'$'6+*,553� ,$(� 2+%/+$� %/0� 9,6+53#� � "$%+5
2'60$�/,=0�'<%+'$7�')%7+(0�'9�%/0+&�6,&+%,5�9,6+5+07A�20�7/')5(�$'%
80� 7)&<&+70(� %/,%� %/03� */''70� %'� 7%,3� +$� =+'50$%� &05,%+'$7� +$7%0,(� '9
50,=+$.�9'&�5+=07�'9�0*'$'6+*�'<<&077+'$�,$(�7'*+,5�'7%&,*+76#

�����"�
��

�&+6+$,5�5,2�+7�,�95,20(�=0/+*50�9'&�&0()*+$.�%/0�50=05�'9�('607%+*
=+'50$*0�+$�
$(+,�9'&�6)5%+<50�&0,7'$7#���/+7�+7�<,&%+*)5,&53�%&)0�'9�%/0
*)&&0$%� 737%06� 2/+*/� 9'*)707� <&+6,&+53� '$� ('2&31&05,%0(� =+'50$*0#
	+&7%A�*&+6+$,5�5,2�&05+07�9'&�+%7�+6<5060$%,%+'$�'$�,�<'5+*0�9'&*0�,$(
,� @)(+*+,&3� %/,%� /,=0� '9%0$� $'%� )$(0&7%''(� %/0� (3$,6+*7� '9� 9,6+53
=+'50$*0#� � �7� ,� &07)5%A� +$7%0,(� '9� %,-+$.� %/0� +$+%+,%+=0� %'� +$=07%+.,%0
+$*+(0$%7� ,$(� ,&&07%� %/0� ,8)70&7A� %/0� <'5+*0� /,=0� '9%0$� 0$*')&,.0(
2'60$�%'�&0%)&$�%'�%/0+&�/'607�%'�2'&-�')%�%/0�<&'8506#���/+7�('07
$'%/+$.�%'�*/,$.0�%/0�<'20&�(3$,6+*7�2+%/+$�%/0�/'60�80*,)70�%/0
<'5+*0� /,=0� $'%� %&,(+%+'$,553� 700$� %/0� <&'8506� ,7� '$0� '9� <'20&
(3$,6+*7#���')&%7�/,=0�,57'�6+7)$(0&7%''(�%/0�6'%+=,%+$.�9,*%'&7�+$
=+'50$%� &05,%+'$7� ,$(� /,=0� +$%0&<&0%0(� %/0� 7%,%)%07� ,7� +9� +$(+=+(),5
+$*+(0$%7�'9�,77,)5%�,&0�$'%�<,&%�'9�,� 5,&.0&�60*/,$+76�9'&�,770&%+$.
,$(�6,+$%,+$+$.�*'$%&'5�'=0&�%/0�=+*%+6+;0(�7<')70#���/+7�60,$7�%/,%
*')&%7�('�$'%�5''-�,%�,55�'9�%/0�&050=,$%�0=+(0$*0�,$(�%/0&09'&0�9,+5�%'
+$='-0�%/0�,=,+5,850�<&07)6<%+'$�,8')%�2/'�*,)70(�%/0�(0,%/#� ��/0
*')&%7B� 6+7)$(0&7%,$(+$.� '9� %/0� (3$,6+*7� '9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0
,*%),553� )$(0&*)%7� %/0+&� ,8+5+%3� %'� 0$9'&*0� %/0� *&+6+$,5� 5,27� 2/+*/
20&0�60,$%�%'�,%%,*-�0C,*%53�%/0�<&'8506�'9�7)*/�=+'50$*0#

�0*'$(A�%/0�7%,%)%07B�9'*)7�'$�6,-+$.�,�*50,&�7%,%060$%�'9�%/0�0=+57
'9� ('2&3� =+'50$*0� /,7� 509%� '%/0&� 9'&67� '9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� +$� ,$
,68+.)')7�<'7+%+'$#���&07)6,853�902�
$(+,$7�,(='*,%0�%/0�80,%+$.�'9
2+=07#

�:�
� � �'20=0&A� 7)*/� =+'50$*0� *0&%,+$53� '**)&7#

�:�
� � �/0� *')&%7B

+$%0&<&0%,%+'$7� '9� %/0� ,$%+1('2&3� =+'50$*0� *&+6+$,5� 5,27� /,7� '9%0$
&07)5%0(� +$� 6,-+$.� ,*%+'$� ,.,+$7%� $'$1('2&3� =+'50$*0� 5077� 5+-053#

$7%0,(�'9�(09+$+$.�H *&)05%3I �8&',(53A�%/0�*')&%7�/,=0�'9%0$�(09+$0(�+%
+$�&07%&+*%+=0�2,37�%/,%�&0J)+&0�0C%&060�+$@)&3�809'&0�%/0�7%,%)%0�*,$
80�)70(#� ��/+7�60,$7� %/,%�6)*/�$'$1('2&3�=+'50$*0�2+55�80�/,&(� %'
<&'70*)%0#

�:>
��
%�,57'�60,$7�%/,%�%/0�<'5+*0�,&0�5+-053�%'�=+02�$'$1('2&3

                                                          
�:�� ������&�	�$'%07�:L1����,$(�,**'6<,$3+$.�%0C%#

�:�# �0=0&%/05077A�6,$3�<0'<50� +$� 
$(+,� 805+0=0� %/,%�/)78,$(7� ,&0�<&+=+50.0(�83
%/0� 9,*%� '9� %/0+&� 6,&&+,.0� %'� 80,%� %/0+&� 2+=07#� � ���� ��&�	� $'%07� :?1���� ,$(
,**'6<,$3+$.�%0C%#

�:�� �����
�

�:># 
$�%/0�"$+%0(��%,%07�6'7%�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�+$='5=07�*'6<,&,%+=053�5'2�50=057

40

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� �>�

=+'50$*0� ,7� $'%� *'=0&0(� 83� %/0� 7%,%)%0#� � �/+7� <&'=+(07� 30%� ,$'%/0&
&0,7'$�9'&�%/06�%'�&0*'660$(�%'�%/0�=+*%+6+;0(�2+90�%/,%�7/0�&0%)&$
/'60�,$(�%&3�%'�2'&-�%/+$.7�')%�2+%/�/0&�/)78,$(�,$(�/+7�9,6+53#

�/0� <'5+*0� ,$(� %/0� *')&%7B� %0$(0$*3� %'� )$(0&7%,$(� ('607%+*
=+'50$*0�+$�%0&67�'9�+$(+=+(),57B�6,5,(@)7%60$%�%'�6,&&+,.0�,$(�%/0
'=0&106</,7+7�'$�('2&3�=+'50$*0�,%�%/0�0C<0$70�'9�%/0�6'&0�.0$0&,5
</0$'60$'$�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�'<0$�%/0�2,3� 9'&�85,6+$.�('2&3
=+'50$*0�'$�9'&*07�'&�<0'<50�%/,%�,&0�$'%�*0$%&,5�%'�%/0�7%&)*%)&0�'9�,
6,&&+,.0#���**)7+$.�*'5'$+,5+76A�*'$7)60&+76A�,$(�6'%/0&71+$15,2�'9
+$7%+.,%+$.� ('2&3� =+'50$*0� 60,$7� %/,%� '$0� *,$� +6,.+$0� &0()*+$.
('2&3�=+'50$*0�2+%/')%�*/,$.+$.�%/0�.0$(0&0(�<'20&�(3$,6+*7�%/,%
*)&&0$%53� &07)5%� +$�2+=07B� +$,8+5+%3� %'� 0$(� %/0�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%� %/06#
�5%/')./� *'5'$+,5+76� 6,3� /,=0� 7%&0$.%/0$0(� 60$B7� <'7+%+'$� +$
6,&&+,.0�,$(�+$�%/0�9,6+53A

�:

�%/0�*'5'$+,5�<0&+'(�+%7059�/,7�5'$.�7+$*0

0$(0(� ,$(�('607%+*� =+'50$*0� *'$%+$)07#� � 	)&%/0&6'&0A� 20�6)7%� 80
=0&3� *,&09)5� 80*,)70� 099'&%7� %'� 85,60� *'$7)60&+76� *,$� 0,7+53� 80
*'$=0&%0(� +$%'� <5,%9'&67� 9'&� 9,6+53� =,5)07� %/,%� *,55� 9'&� 2'60$� %'
&06,+$�7)8'&(+$,%0(�+$�%/0�/'60#

�:?
���5,6+$.�6'%/0&71+$15,2�7+6<53

(+706<'20&7�'5(0&�2'60$�2+%/')%�/05<+$.�%/0�3')$.0&�'$07#

	+$,553A� %/0� *&+6+$,5� 5,2� +7� ,$� )$5+-053� =0/+*50� 9'&� *&0,%+$.
7+.$+9+*,$%� */,$.0� +$� %/0� <'20&� &05,%+'$7� 2+%/+$� 9,6+5+07� 80*,)70� +%
&05+07� '$� %/0� <'20&5077� %'� %,-0� *'$%&'5� +$� 7+%),%+'$7� +$� 2/+*/� %/03
/,=0� ,56'7%� $'� ,5%0&$,%+=07� %'� (+706<'20&60$%#� � 
9� $0+%/0&� %/0
<'5+*0A�%/0�*')&%7A�$'&�%/0+&�'2$�$,%,5� 9,6+5+07�,&0� 5+-053�%'�*'60�%'
%/0+&� ,+(� ,$(� +9� %/0&0� ,&0� 902� '<<'&%)$+%+07� 9'&� %/06� %'� 5+=0
+$(0<0$(0$%53A�/'2� *,$�'$0� 0C<0*%� =+*%+67�'9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� %'
@0'<,&(+;0� %/0+&� ,5&0,(3� %/&0,%0$0(� <'7+%+'$7� 2+%/+$� %/0+&� 6,&+%,5
9,6+5+07� +$� '&(0&� %'� +$='-0� %/0� 7,$*%+'$7� '9� %/0� *&+6+$,5� 5,2M
�0&%,+$53A�20�6)7%�'990&�7'60%/+$.�6'&0�%/,$�%/+7#

�9�*')&70A�'$0�7'5)%+'$�+7�%'�+6<&'=0�%/0�'=0&,55�<'7+%+'$�'9�2'60$
+$�
$(+,#���/+7�+7�*&)*+,5#���/+7�+$*5)(07�<&'=+(+$.�6'&0�0()*,%+'$�%'

                                                          
'9�=+'50$*0�%/,%�2')5(�$'%�80�7)8@0*%�%'�<&'70*)%+'$�+9�6,@'&�+$@)&+07�20&0�&0J)+&0(#
�����"���"��	� !"��#������#A�"#�#����B���	� !"��
��A� 
��
�������������4
������� ���
���� �	� 4
��
�A� �::�1�:::� �� D����E� D+$(+*,%+$.� %/,%� ,<<&'C+6,%053� %2'1%/+&(7� '9
=+'50$%� *&+607� ,.,+$7%� 906,50� +$%+6,%0� <,&%$0&7� ,&0� 7+6<50� ,77,)5%7� ,7� '<<'70(� %'
&,<0�70C),5�,77,)5%A�&'880&%3A�'&�,..&,=,%0(�,77,)5%##

�:
� ���� ������"��A� ��&�	� $'%0� L�A� ,%� �� D7)..07%+$.� %/,%� %/0� *'55)7+'$� '9
*'5'$+,5+76�,$(��)$@,8+�60$�&0*'$9+.)&0(�<,%&+,&*/+,5�=,5)07�,$(�6,$53�+(0,57�0=0&
6'&0�7%&'$.53E#

�:?� ���,� ����A��)&5+��,$'/,&� !'7/+A�(����1�� �����	������ '
�� ��
�	��(	�� D�0*#� �>A
�::
E�D7%,%060$%�83�'$0�*'660$%,%'&�9'&�%/0��/,&,%+3,�!,$,%,��,&%3A�,�6,@'&��+$()
$,%+'$,5+7%�<,&%3�+$�
$(+,A�*'$%&,7%+$.�207%0&$�*'$7)60&�=,5)07�2+%/�%/0�9'*)7�'$�5+901
5'$.� &05,%+'$7/+<7� ,$(� %/0� &07<0*%� 9'&� /)78,$(� ,$(� 2+90� +$� 
$(+,EA� 	 	��	���� 	�
/%%<���222#8@<#'&.�6,@'&�66@125+8#/%65#

41

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

�>� !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

2'60$A
�:L
�80%%0&�06<5'360$%�'<<'&%)$+%+07A�,((+%+'$,5�'<<'&%)$+%+07

9'&�+$(0<0$(0$%�5+=+$.A�,$(�%/0�*/,$*0�%'�<,&%+*+<,%0�+$�%/0�<'5+%+*,5
737%06#� � �/,$.07� +$� %/070� ,&0,7� '9� 7'*+0%3� ,$(� %/0� 0*'$'63� 2+55
<&'=+(0�2'60$�2+%/�*/'+*07�%/,%�6,3�9,='&,853�,990*%�%/0�<,%%0&$7�'9
7)8'&(+$,%+'$�%/,%�*)&&0$%53�6,-0�+%�(+99+*)5%� %'�&0()*0�%/0�50=057�'9
=+'50$*0�%/,%�2'60$�9,*0#���'60$�6,3�0=0$�/,=0�80%%0&�*/,$*07�%'
<,&%+*+<,%0� +$� %/0�<'5+%+*,5� 737%06#� ��'20=0&A� %/070� */,$.07A� 0=0$� +9
%/03� ,&0� 0770$%+,5� %'� +6<&'=+$.� 2'60$B7� 7+%),%+'$7A� ,&0� 803'$(� %/0
7*'<0�'9�%/+7��&%+*50#

�/,%� */,$.07� +$� %/0� 50.,5� 737%06�6+./%� /'5(� 6'&0� <&'6+70� 9'&
,8)70(�2'60$�%/,$�%/0�*&+6+$,5�&060(+07�/,=0�7'�9,&M���/0&0�,&0�,%
50,7%�%2'�*)&&0$%�+$+%+,%+=07�+$�
$(+,#���/0�9+&7%��+7�,�*,6<,+.$�%'�*&0,%0
,�*+=+5�&07%&,+$+$.�'&(0&�&0.+60�%/,%�2')5(�<&'=+(0�&060(+07�2+%/')%
&05+,$*0�'$�%/0�*&+6+$,5�@)7%+*0�737%06�,$(�%/0�70*'$(��+7�,�70&+07�'9
099'&%7�,%�%&,+$+$.�%/0�<'5+*0�,$(�@)(+*+,&3�+$�+77)07�&05,%+$.�%'�.0$(0&
0J),5+%3�+$*5)(+$.�%/0�<&'85067�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0#���'%/�'9�%/070
,&0� ,*%+=053� 7)<<'&%0(� 83� .&')<7� 2+%/+$� %/0� 
$(+,$� 2'60$B7
6'=060$%#

�0.+$$+$.� +$� �0*0680&� �:::A� %/0� �,230&7� �'550*%+=0A� �'60$B7
�+./%7� 
$+%+,%+=0� DH����
IE� 80.,$� ,$� 099'&%� %'� (0=05'<� $02
50.+75,%+'$�'$�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�2+%/')%�,$3�5+6+%,%+'$�%'A�'&�9'*)7�'$
('2&3� =+'50$*0#

�:�
� � �9%0&� $,%+'$2+(0� *'$=0&7,%+'$7A� %/0� ����


(0=05'<0(� ,� 8+55� %/,%� 2')5(� <0&6+%� %/0� *')&%7� %'� +77)0� ,� *+=+5� '&(0&

                                                          
�:L� ���� ����"�� �	� 
��
�A� ���4
�
����� ���"���
��� �������� 
��
�A� ����"�� �	


��
�A� ����� D5,7%� =+7+%0(� !,$#� ��A� ����E� D&0<'&%+$.� ����� *0$7)7� (,%,� 7/'2+$.� 
>R
906,50� =0&7)7� L?R� 6,50� 5+%0&,*3EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#*0$7)7+$(+,#$0%�
&07)5%7�&07)5%76,+$#/%65#���/0������9+.)&07�&0<&070$%�,�7+.$+9+*,$%�+6<&'=060$%�'=0&
%/0��::��9+.)&07�2/+*/�7/'20(�,�906,50�5+%0&,*3�&,%0�'9�'$53��:R�,$(�,�6,50�5+%0&,*3
&,%0�'9�?>R#������"���	�
��
�A��"������	��
�������������
�������������D5,7%�=+7+%0(
�<&#� ��A� ����EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#*0$7)7+$(+,#$0%�5+%0&,%07�#/%65#� � �/0� �::�
9+.)&07� +$� %)&$� 7/'20(� ,$� +6<'&=060$%�'=0&�<,7%� *0$7)707#� � 
$� �:L�A� '$53� ��R�'9
2'60$� ,$(� >?R� '9� 60$� 20&0� 5+%0&,%0#� � 4+*%'&+,� �#� �05-'99A�(����1�� �
��	����� ��
��
�	� D5::�EA� 	 	��	���� 	��/%%<���222#*0$7)7#.'=�+<*�<&'(�2+(1:���#<(9#� � 9'&�6'&0
+$9'&6,%+'$�'$�%/0�/+7%'&3�'9�2'60$B7�0()*,%+'$�+$�<'7%1*'5'$+,5�
$(+,A�700��<,&$,
�,7)A�(����1���
��	����������
�	����
�� �������	�
�#
	�������A� ���	����
�����������
��������	��������
��
����������
�����:>L���
�D�/,&,%+��,3�F��<,&$,��,7)�0(7#A
�:::E#

�/0&0�+7�%&060$(')7�&0.+'$,5�=,&+,%+'$�+$�5+%0&,*3�&,%07A�2+%/��0&,5,�/,=+$.�,�906,50
5+%0&,*3�&,%0�'9��?R�,$(��+/,&�,$(�"%%,&��&,(07/�/,=+$.�&,%07�'9���R#��405-'99A���&�	#

$��::�A�?�R�'9�.+&57�'&�<&+6,&3�7*/''5�,.0�20&0�,%%0$(+$.�7*/''5A�*'6<,&0(�%'�L
R
'9�8'37#� ��+&57� ,&0�6)*/�6'&0� 5+-053� %'� 80� %,-0$�')%� '9� 7*/''5� %'�/05<�2+%/� 9,6+53
&07<'$7+8+5+%+07A�'&A�2/0$�%/03�&0,*/�<)80&%3A�%'�<&'%0*%�%/0+&�/'$'&#���7�,�&07)5%A�%/0
<&'<'&%+'$�'9�.+&57� ,%%0$(+$.� 7*/''5�(0*&0,707�2+%/�,.0A�2/+50� +%� &06,+$7� 7%,850� 9'&
8'37#� � 
$� �::�A� '$53� ��R� '9� ,55� 
$(+,$� 2'60$� /,(� 6'&0� %/,$� ,� <&+6,&3� 7*/''5
0()*,%+'$#���
�

�:�� ���� ������B�� �������
4�A� �����B�� �
����� 
�
�
��
4�� ���������� ���
������
��4
����������
����������D���4���
��E��
��A������D<0&6+%%+$.�*')&%7� %'
.&,$%�'&(0&7�%'�<&'%0*%�=+*%+67�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0E#

42

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� �>�

&0J)+&+$.� %/0� ,8)70&� %'� 7%'<� %/0� =+'50$*0#� � �/+7� +7� 7+6+5,&� %'� %/0
<&'%0*%+=0�'&(0&�&0.+607�%/,%�0C+7%�+$�%/0�"$+%0(��%,%07#

�::
� ��'20=0&A

%/0�8+55B7� ,)%/'&7� *,&09)553� %,+5'&0(� %/0+&� <&'<'70(� 7%,%)%0� 7'� %/,%� +%
&0*'.$+;07� %/0� <,&%+*)5,&� (+99+*)5%+07� 9,*0(� 83� =+*%+67� '9� ('607%+*
=+'50$*0�2+%/+$�
$(+,B7�<,&%+*)5,&�737%06�'9�7)8'&(+$,%+'$�'9�2'60$#
	+&7%A� %/0� (09+$+%+'$� '9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� +$*5)(07� $'%� @)7%� </37+*,5
,$(�70C),5�,8)70A�8)%�,57'�0*'$'6+*�,8)70#

���
��	)&%/0&6'&0A�7+$*0A�,7

+$(+*,%0(� ,8'=0A�6,&&+0(� 2'60$� +$� 
$(+,� )7),553� /,=0� =0&3� 5+6+%0(
'<<'&%)$+%+07�%'�0,&$�,�7,%+79,*%'&3�5+=+$.�'$�%/0+&�'2$�,$(�$'�*5,+6
'$�%/0+&�$,%,5�9,6+5+07�9'&�,77+7%,$*0A�%/0�8+55�<&'=+(07�%/,%�%/0�=+*%+6
7/')5(� 80� ,850� %'� &06,+$� +$� %/0� 6,&+%,5� &07+(0$*0� 0=0$� ,9%0&� %/0
<0%+%+'$� 9'&� <&'%0*%+'$� +7� .&,$%0(#

���
� � �/0� <&'<'7,5� ,57'� ,55'27� %/0

                                                          
�::� ���� �,&8,&,� �,&%A� ��	��� #�
��� ��� !�������� ���������� ��	�����,� #������	��� 	�


%�������
	�����A� �2���&��
� ��������� ������� F� ��
������� �#� �����
���A� ��������
������������������
��1�
�D����E�D(07*&+8+$.�%/0�=,&+0%3�'9�7%,%0�&07%&,+$+$.�'&(0&
&0.+607E#� � 	'&�,�(+7*)77+'$�'9� %/0� 0990*%+=0$077� '9� &07%&,+$+$.�'&(0&7� +$� %/0�"$+%0(
�%,%07A�700��(050��,&&055�F��,&8,&,��#��6+%/A��������� ���%����	������6�
���� ���!�������
����������������A�������������������������
�
��������������M���>�D�=0��#��);,2,�F
�,&5��#��);,2,�0(7#A��::?E#

���� ����������B���������
4�A������B���
����� 
�
�
��
4��������
��� 	��� ���
4
�
�������������
��4
������� L� D5,7%� =+7+%0(��,&#� �LA� ����EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#
50,&$+$.<,&%$0&7/+<#'&.�0=0$%7�$027,50&%7�+$(+,�����*'6<,&0�8+557#<(9#� �/+7
,&%+*50�0C<5,+$7�%/,%�H 0*'$'6+*�,8)70I �+$*5)(07�

,E� (0<&+=,%+'$� '9� ,$3� '&� ,55� 0*'$'6+*� '&� 9+$,$*+,5� &07')&*07� %'� 2/+*/� %/0
<0&7'$� ,..&+0=0(� +7� 0$%+%50(�#�#�#� +$*5)(+$.� 8)%� $'%� 5+6+%0(� %'� /')70/'5(
$0*077+%+07�#�#�#� 7%&+(/,$A�<&'<0&%3A� @'+$%53�'&� 70<,&,%053�'2$0(�83� %/0�<0&7'$
,..&+0=0(A� <,360$%� '9� &0$%,5� &05,%0(� %'� %/0� 7/,&0(� /')70/'5(� ,$(
6,+$%0$,$*0K
8E�(+7<'7,5�'9�/')70/'5(�0990*%7�#�#�#�=,5),8507A�7/,&07A�70*)&+%+07�#�#�#�'&�'%/0&
<&'<0&%3� +$�2/+*/�%/0�<0&7'$�,..&+0=0(�/,7�,$�+$%0&07%�'&� +7�0$%+%50(�%'�)70
83�=+&%)0�'9�%/0�('607%+*�&05,%+'$7/+<�#�#�#�K�'&A
*E�<&'/+8+%+$.�'&�&07%&+*%+$.�*'$%+$)0(�,**077�%'�&07')&*07�'&�9,*+5+%+07�2/+*/
%/0� <0&7'$� ,..&+0=0(� +7� 0$%+%50(� %'� )70� '&� 0$@'3� 83� =+&%)0� '9� %/0� ('607%+*
&05,%+'$7/+<�+$*5)(+$.�,**077�%'�%/0�7/,&0(�/')70/'5(#

�
�

���� ���� ������B�� �������
4�A� �����B�� �
����� 
�
�
��
4�� ���������� ���
������
��4
����������
����������D���4���
��E��
��A�����A�O���D5,7%� =+7+%0(��,&#
�LA� ����E� D7%,%+$.� )$(0&� %/0� &+./%7� '9� ,$� ,..&+0=0(� <0&7'$A� H 0=0&3� 2'6,$� +$� ,
('607%+*� &05,%+'$7/+<� 7/,55� /,=0� %/0� &+./%� %'� &07+(0� +$� %/0� 7/,&0(� /')70/'5(�#�#�#
G,$(N�$'%�%'�80�0=+*%0(�'&�0C*5)(0(� 9&'6�%/0�7,60�#�#�#�#I EA�	 	��	����	��/%%<���222#
50,&$+$.<,&%$0&7/+<#'&.�0=0$%7�$02,50&%7�+$(+,�����5*2&+�<&'<'70(8+55#<(9#� � 
$
,((+%+'$A�70*%+'$�L�'9�%/0�8+55�<&'=+(07�

�/0�*')&%�6,3�<,77�,�&07+(0$*0�'&(0&�%'�
+E� &07%&,+$� %/0� &07<'$(0$%� 9'&6� ,5+0$,%+$.� '&� (+7<'77077+$.� %/0� 7/,&0(
/')70/'5(�'&�0$*)680&+$.�%/0�7,60K
++E� &07%&,+$� %/0� &07<'$(0$%� 9&'6� &0$')$*+$.� /+7� &+./%7� +$%� /0� 7/,&0(
/')70/'5(�0C*0<%�+$�9,=')&�'9�%/0�<0&7'$�,..&+0=0(K
+++E &0J)+&0� %/0� &07<'$(0$%� %'� <0&6+%� %/0� <0&7'$� ,..&+0=0(� %'� 0$%0&� ,$(
&06,+$�+$�%/0�7/,&0(�/')70/'5(�'&�<,&%�%/0&0'9K
+=E� <&'/+8+%A�7)7<0$(�'&�&07%&+*%�%/0�0C0&*+70�83�%/0�&07<'$(0$%�'9�/+7�&+./%�%'
'**)<3�%/0�7/,&0(�/')70/'5(K
=E� &07%&,+$� � %/0� &07<'$(0$%� 9&'6�(+7<'77077+$.� %/0� ,..&+0=0(�<0&7'$� 9&'6

43

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

�>> !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

*')&%�%'�'&(0&�%/0�<,360$%�'9�6,+$%0$,$*0�9'&�%/0�=+*%+6�'9�=+'50$*0
,$(�/0&�*/+5(&0$#

���
���/070�<&'=+7+'$7�,&0�,�7%,&%�+$�*&0,%+$.�0*'$'6+*

&+./%7� 9'&� ,8)70(� 2'60$A� 07<0*+,553� +9� *')&%7� *,$� 80� *'$=+$*0(� %'
.&,$%�6,+$%0$,$*0�<,360$%7�%/,%�*'$%+$)0�%/&')./')%�%/0�2'6,$B7
5+90� ,$(� %/,%� ,&0� 5,&.0� 0$')./� 9'&� /0&� %'� 7)<<'&%� /0&7059� ,$(� /0&
*/+5(&0$#� � �$,*%60$%� '9� %/0� <&'<'7,5� 2')5(� <&'=+(0� 7'60
0$%+%5060$%7�2/+*/�*50,&53�805'$.�%'�/0&A�$'%� %'�/0&�/)78,$(�'&�/+7
9,6+53#� � 	+$,553A� %/0� <&'<'7,5� <&'=+(07� %/,%� %/0� *')&%� 6,3� .&,$%
%06<'&,&3�*)7%'(3�'9�,$3�*/+5(&0$�%'�%/0�=+*%+6#

���
� ��/+7�2')5(�/,=0

%/0� 0990*%� '9� */,550$.+$.� %/0� ,8)70&B7� <'20&� ,$(� *'$%&'5� '=0&� %/0
9,6+53#

	)&%/0&6'&0A� %/0� <&'<'7,5� 80.+$7� %'� &0*'.$+;0� 7'*+0%3B7
&07<'$7+8+5+%3�9'&�%/0�9,*%�%/,%�2'60$�'**)<3�,�<'7+%+'$�+$�2/+*/�%/03
*,$�80�=+*%+6+;0(#���/0�<&'<'7,5�2')5(�,55'2�7'60'$0�'%/0&�%/,$�%/0
=+*%+6Q<0&/,<7�,�9&+0$(�'&����Q%'�8&+$.�%/0�<0%+%+'$�'$�%/0�=+*%+6B7
80/,59A� 2+%/� %/0� *'$70$%� '9� %/0� =+*%+6#

��>
� � �/0� 8+55� ,57'� *,557� 9'&� %/0

,<<'+$%60$%� '9� ,� �''&(+$,%'&� 9'&� %/0� �&0=0$%+'$� '9� �'607%+*
4+'50$*0�%'�+$=07%+.,%0�+77)07�&05,%+$.�%'�('607%+*�=+'50$*0�+$�.0$0&,5
,$(�*'6<5,+$%7�,8')%�%/0�+6<5060$%,%+'$�'9�%/0�5,2�+$�<,&%+*)5,&#

��


�5%/')./�$0+%/0&�'9�%/070�<&'=+7+'$7�0C<&07753�,*-$'250(.07�7'*+0%3B7
&'50� +$�0$,85+$.�%/0�=+'50$*0A�%/03� +6<5+*+%53�&0*'.$+;0�%/,%� 737%06+*
*/,$.07� +$� %/0� 8,5,$*0� '9� <'20&� ,&0� $0*077,&3� +9� =+*%+6+;,%+'$� '9
2'60$�2+%/+$�%/0+&�9,6+5+07�+7�%'�7%'<#

��?

"$9'&%)$,%053A� %/0� 8+55� %/,%� %/0� .'=0&$60$%� +$%&'()*0(� +$%'� %/0
�'-� �,8/,A� 
$(+,B7� �,&5+,60$%A� 2,7� 7'� (+990&0$%� 9&'6� %/0� '$0
<&'<'70(� 83� %/0� 2'60$B7� .&')<7� %/,%� %/0� 2'60$B7� '&.,$+;,%+'$7
)5%+6,%053� 0$(0(� )<� '<<'7+$.� +%7� <,77,.0#

��L
� � �/0� .'=0&$60$%� 8+55

                                                          
%/0�7/,&0(�/')70/'5(K�,$(
=+E� (+&0*%�%/0�&07<'$(0$%�%'�70*)&0�,5%0&$,%0�,**'66'(,%+'$�9'&�%/0�<0&7'$
,..&+0=0(�'&�%'�<,3�&0$%�9'&�%/0�7,60A�+9�9'&�7)99+*+0$%�&0,7'$7A�%/0�*')&%�+7�'9
%/0�'<+$+'$�%/,%� +%�2+55�80�/,&69)5�'&� +$@)&+')7�9'&� %/0�<0&7'$�,..&+0=0(� %'
5+=0� 2+%/� %/0� 0&7<'$(0$%� +$� %/0� 7/,&0(� /')70/'5(A� /,=+$.� &0.,&(� %'� %/0
*+&*)67%,$*07�'9�%/0�*,70#

�
��O�L#

���� �����
��O�?�D(+&0*%+$.�6'$0%,&3�&05+09E#

���� �����
��O���D')%5+$+$.�*)7%'(3�'&(0&E#

��>� �����
��O����D<0&6+%%+$.�<0%+%+'$�83�$0C%�9&+0$(E#

��
� ���� �
�� O� �>� D07%,85+7/+$.� %/0� ()%3� '9� .'=0&$60$%� %'� 0$7)&0� 0990*%+=0
+6<50$%,%+'$�'9�%/0�,*%E#

��?� ���� ������B�� �������
4�A� �����B�� �
����� 
�
�
��
4�� ���������� ���
������
��4
����������
����������D���4���
��E��
��A�����A���D5,7%�=+7+%0(��,&#��LA
����E�D7%,%+$.�+$�%/0��&0,6850�H ('607%+*�=+'50$*0�/,7�'<0&,%0(�,7�,�70=0&0�9'&6�'9
'<<&077+'$� '9� 2'60$#�#�#�#I EA� 	 	��	���� 	�� /%%<���222#50,&$+$.<,&%$0&7/+<#'&.�
0=0$%7�$02,50&%7�+$(+,�����5*2&+�<&'<'70(8+55#<(9#

��L� �����
���!"��
	�
�����������
�����"������������B������D5,7%�=+7+%0(�!,$#���A
����E� D*,55+$.� 9'&� 2'60$� %'� 6,+5� <&'%07%7� %'� %/0� .'=0&$60$%EA� 	 	��	���� 	�

44

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20



������������	
��� 
���������������

����N ��
�
���
�
��������������� �>


,5%0&7� %/0� (09+$+%+'$� '9� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0A� 05+6+$,%07� %/0� =+*%+6B7
&+./%7� %'� &06,+$� +$� %/0� 6,&+%,5� /'60� '&� %'� 80� ,2,&(0(� 0+%/0&
6,+$%0$,$*0�'&� *)7%'(3A� ,$(� <0&6+%7� %/0� *')&%� %'� '&(0&� %/0� =+*%+6
,$(� ,8)70&� %'� )$(0&.'� *')$705+$.#

���
� � �'.0%/0&� %/070� */,$.07

)$(0&6+$0� 2/,%0=0&� 0*'$'6+*� 7%,8+5+%3� %/0� ����
� <&'<'7,5� *')5(
/,=0�<&'=+(0(#���/0�<&'=+7+'$�,55'2+$.�,�*')&%�%'�&0J)+&0�6,$(,%'&3
@'+$%�*')$705+$.� &0+$9'&*07� %/0� +$+%+,5�<'20&� +68,5,$*0�80%200$� %/0
/)78,$(�,$(� %/0�2+90�83� +6<53+$.� %/,%� %/0�=+'50$*0�,.,+$7%�/0&�2,7
<,&%+,553� /0&� 9,)5%#� � �/070� <&'=+7+'$7A� %,-0$� %'.0%/0&A� +$(+*,%0� ,
(0*&0,70(� 2+55+$.$077� '$� %/0� <,&%� '9� 7'*+0%3� %'� &0*'.$+;0� 7'*+,5
&07<'$7+8+5+%3� 9'&� %/0� 7)8'&(+$,%+'$� '9� 2'60$� ,$(� %/0� &'50� %/,%
=+'50$*0� <5,37� +$� %/,%� 7)8'&(+$,%+'$#� � �05+,$*0� '$� %/0� +$%0&$,5
&07')&*07�'9�%/0�9,6+53A�9'&�0C,6<50�%/&')./�*')$705+$.A�2+55�2'&-�%'
&0+$9'&*0�%/0�*)&&0$%�<'20&�&05,%+'$7#

��:

�/0� 70*'$(� <&'6+7+$.� +$+%+,%+=0� *)&&0$%53� )$(0&2,3� &05,%07� %'
@)(+*+,5�,$(�<'5+*0�%&,+$+$.#�
$��::LA��,-7/+A�,�2'60$B7�'&.,$+;,%+'$A
/05(�,�*'$90&0$*0�9'&�@)(.07�,$(�'%/0&�50.,5�5)6+$,&+07�+$��')%/0,7%
�7+,� %'� 9'*)7� '$� %/0� 5+$-7� 80%200$� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� 2'60$� ,$(
.0$(0&� +$0J),5+%3#� � 
%� 2,7� +$%0$(0(� ,7� ,� 9+&7%� 7%0<� +$� *&0,%+$.� ,
(+,5'.)0�2+%/� %/0� @)(+*+,&3� '$� .0$(0&� 0C<0*%,%+'$7� 9'&� 2'60$� ,$(
'$�/'2�%/070�0C<0*%,%+'$7�,990*%�*')&%7B�(0*+7+'$7#

���
���/0�*'$90&0$*0

<,&%+*+<,$%7�20&0� 70$+'&�60680&7�'9� %/0� &0.+'$B7� @)(+*+,&3� ,$(�8,&A
2/'6��,-7/+� 7,2�,7� 9,*+5+%,%'&7� 9'&�.0$(0&�0J),5+%3� %&,+$+$.#� ��/070
+$*5)(0(�70=0&,5�!)7%+*07�'9�%/0�
$(+,$��)<&060��')&%�,$(�%/0�7%,%07B
�+./� �')&%7A� 50,(+$.� 60680&7� '9� %/0� 
$(+,$� 8,&A� ,$(� %/0+&
*')$%0&<,&%7�9&'6�'%/0&�*')$%&+07�+$��')%/0,7%��7+,#���/0�*'$90&0$*0
<,&%+*+<,$%7�*'$*5)(0(�%/,%�%/0&0�2,7�.0$(0&�8+,7�2+%/+$�%/0�@)(+*+,&3

                                                          
222#)6+,*7#)6(#0()�)70&7�7,2208�7,2$0%�$027���,&��#/%65#

���# �/0� �&'%0*%+'$� 9&'6� �'607%+*� 4+'50$*0� �+55� D
$(+,EA� �'=B%� �+55� �'#� ���
D����E#

��:# 
$� �0*0680&A� ����A� %/0� �,&5+,60$%,&3� �%,$(+$.� �'66+%%00� '$� �)6,$
�07')&*0��0=05'<60$%� 9+$,553� &0<'&%0(�')%� ,� 8+55� %/,%�6,-07�6,$3� '9� %/0� */,$.07
%/,%�%/0�����
�&0*'660$(0(�+$�%/0�.'=0&$60$%�8+55#� ������16,+5� 9&'6�
$(+&,�!,+7+
�.A��,230&B7��'550*%+=0A��0*&0%,&3A� ,$(��'60$B7��+./%7� 
$+%+,%+=0A� �&'@0*%��+&0*%'&A
%'�!)(+%/��#��&00$80&.A��&'9077'&�'9��,2A���������	�
���
��������	��D�0*#��>A�����A
����>����E�D'$�9+50�2+%/�,)%/'&E#���/0��'66+%%00B7�=0&7+'$�'9�%/0�8+55�&0+$7%,%07�%/0
*')&%B7�,)%/'&+%3�%'�'&(0&�%/,%�%/0�,..&+0=0(�<0&7'$�80�,2,&(0(�,�&+./%�%'�&06,+$�+$
%/0�6,&+%,5� /'60A� 0C%0$(7� %/0� 8+55B7� *'=0&,.0� %'� %/'70� 2/'� ,&0� 5+=+$.� +$� &05,%+'$7
7+6+5,&� %'�6,&&+,.0A� ,$(�(050%07�8'%/� %/0�<&'=+7+'$7� 9'&�6,$(,%'&3�*')$705+$.�,$(
%/0� (090$70� '9� 70591(090$70� %/,%� 2,7� ,=,+5,850� %'� ,..&077'&7� )$(0&� %/0� .'=0&$60$%
8+55#

���� ���� �,-7/+A� %�&����� %�����	�� 0���&���� ��� ��� 3��
��� �)�	����� D!,$#� >1
A� �::LE
D)$<)85+7/0(�<,6</50%A�'$�9+50�2+%/�,)%/'&E�G/0&0+$,9%0&��,-7/+��0<'&%N#��	')$(0(
+$��::�A��,-7/+�+7�,�=+'50$*0�+$%0&=0$%+'$�*0$%0&�+$��02��05/+�%/,%�<&'=+(07�%&,+$+$.A
*')$705+$.A� ,$(� 0()*,%+'$� ,8')%� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� 2'60$#� � 	'&� +$9'&6,%+'$� '$
�,-7/+� =+7+%� /%%<���222#6$0%#9&�208<,&%+*)5+0&�,�,++$(0C�7,-7/+#/%65� D5,7%� =+7+%0(
�,&#��:A�����E#

45

Greenberg: Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



������������	
��� 
���������������

�>? !�"������	�������A����
������
���F��������� G4'5#�����

,$(�%/,%�%/+7�7/')5(�80�,((&0770(�%/&')./�%/0�0()*,%+'$�'9�@)(.07#
���

�/0��'$90&0$*0��0<'&%�7%,%07�

!)(.07A� 5,230&7� ,$(� ,*%+=+7%7� 20&0� )$,$+6')7� +$� %/0� =+02� %/,%
.0$(0&� 0J),5+%3� 0()*,%+'$� 9'&� %/0� &0.+'$� 2,7� $0*077,&3#�#�#�#
�&,+$+$.�,%�,55� 50=057�,$(�,7�,�*'$%+$)')7�<&'*077�2,7�0$('&70(�83
6'7%� 7<0,-0&7� 7+$*0�6'7%� @)(.07� ,$(� $'$1@)(.07� 905%� %/,%� .0$(0&
8+,7�2,7�,$�,%%+%)(+$,5�<&'*077A�2/+*/�9'&�%/0�0C+7%+$.�@)(+*+,&3�2,7
,�<&'*077�'9�*/,$.0�&,%/0&�%/,$�,�'$0�%+60�+$9'&6,%+'$�+$<)%#

���

�$0� *&)*+,5� 0990*%� '9� %/+7� *'$90&0$*0� 2,7� %'� 0C<'70� ,� $)680&� '9
50,(+$.�@)(.07�,$(�60680&7�'9� %/0�8,&� %'� %/0�*'$$0*%+'$7�80%200$
('607%+*�=+'50$*0�,$(�.0$(0&� +$0J),5+%3�,$(�%'�*'$=+$*0� %/06�%/,%
%/070�20&0�+$%0&&05,%0(�,$(�+6<'&%,$%�+77)07�9'&�%/0�*')&%7#

�+%/�%/0�,77+7%,$*0�'9�7'60�'9�%/0�@)(.07�2/'�,%%0$(0(�%/0��,-7/+
*'$90&0$*0A�%/0��,%+'$,5�!)(+*+,5��*,(063�+$�
$(+,�,$(�70=0&,5�'%/0&
'&.,$+;,%+'$7�/,=0�'&.,$+;0(�,�70&+07�'9�*'55'J)+,�'$�.0$(0&�,$(�%/0
5,2� '=0&� %/0� <,7%� %2'� 30,&7� +$� 6'&0� %/,$� ,� (';0$� 6,@'&� *+%+07
%/&')./')%� 
$(+,#� � �/0� .',5� '9� %/070� *'55'J)+,� +7� %'� +$*&0,70� %/0
<'5+*0B7� 70$7+%+=+%3� %'� .0$(0&� +77)07A� +$*5)(+$.� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%
2'60$#

���
���/)7A�,7�,�&07)5%A�+$�&0*0$%�30,&7A����7�2+%/+$�
$(+,�/,=0

80.)$�7%&0$)')7�099'&%7�,%�8'%/�@)(+*+,5�,$(�<'5+*0�0()*,%+'$�'$�%/0
<&'8506�'9�('607%+*�=+'50$*0#

�5%/')./�$0+%/0&� '9� %/070� +$+%+,%+=07� +7� ,� J)+*-� 9+CA� %/03� /,=0� %/0
<'%0$%+,5�'=0&�%+60�%'�*&0,%0�7+.$+9+*,$%�*/,$.07�+$�%/0�2,3�,*%'&7�+$
%/0� *&+6+$,5� @)7%+*0� 737%06� =+02� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0#� � �/03� 6,-0� +%
6'&0� 5+-053� %/,%� @)(.07A� <'5+*0� ,$(� 7'*+0%3� 2+55� )$(0&7%,$(� %/0
+$%0&%2+$0(� .0$(0&� ,$(� <'20&� &05,%+'$7� %/,%� &07)5%� +$� ('607%+*
=+'50$*0� ,$(� +$%0&<&0%� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� 5,27� +$� 5+./%� '9� %/070
&05,%+'$7#� ��/03�6,-0� +%� 5077� 5+-053� %/,%� ,%%0$%+'$�2+55�80�(+=0&%0(� %'
<,&%+*)5,&�9'&67�'9�=+'50$*0�2/+*/�*,$�%/0$�80�85,60(�'$�%&,(+%+'$,5
*)5<&+%7#� � �/0+&� 9'*)7� '$� ('607%+*� =+'50$*0� ,7� ,� 60,$7� '9
7)8'&(+$,%+$.� 2'60$� +7� ,� *&)*+,5� 7%0<� +$� %/0� <&'*077� '9� &0()*+$.
9,6+5+,5� =+'50$*0� ,.,+$7%� 2'60$Q,� <&'*077� %/,%� 2,7� 80.)$� 2+%/� %/0
<,77,.0�'9�%/0��&)05%3�,$(��'2&3��0,%/�7%,%)%07#

                                                          
���� �����,-7/+��0<'&%A���&�	�$'%0����A�,%���#

���� �
��,%���#

���� ������
�
�����"��
��Q �
��
�A�!"�
�
��������W"
�������������������������
������ ��
��� ������"���� 
�� ��
�
���� ���� D5,7%� =+7+%0(� !,$#� ��A� ����EA� 	 	��	���� 	�
/%%<���222�#8&+%+7/*')$*+5#'&.�+$(+,�+$(+,1,8')%1)7�+$(+,12/,%1201('�+$(+,1&+./%71
&+./%71,$(17'*+0%31,&0,71'919'*)71@)(+*+,51*'55'J)+,#/%6#���/0�����
�,57'�/'5(7�<'5+*0
%&,+$+$.7� 5,7%+$.� %/&00� '&� %205=0� (,37#� � ���� �16,+5� 9&'6� �00$,A� �'60$B7� �+./%7

$+%+,%+=0A� %'� !)(+%/� �#� �&00$80&.A� �&'9077'&� '9� �,2A� �02� �$.5,$(� �*/''5� '9� �,2
D�0*#���A�����A��
��?����E�D'$�9+50�2+%/�,)%/'&E#

46

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 20

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/20


	Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law
	2003

	Criminalizing Dowry Deaths: The Indian Experience
	Judith G. Greenberg
	Recommended Citation



