
Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law

Volume 11 | Issue 2 Article 23

2003

Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS
Domestic Violence Listserve
Kathleen Waits

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl
Part of the Family Law Commons, and the Legislation Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington College of Law Journals & Law Reviews at Digital Commons @ American
University Washington College of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law by an authorized administrator
of Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law. For more information, please contact fbrown@wcl.american.edu.

Recommended Citation
Waits, Kathleen. "Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserve." American University Journal of Gender
Social Policy and Law 11, no. 2 (2003): 877-920.

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/602?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/859?utm_source=digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu%2Fjgspl%2Fvol11%2Fiss2%2F23&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:fbrown@wcl.american.edu


��������	�
��� ��������������

���

	���
�����������
���
���
������
	��������������������
��

���������

�������
������
∗

� !"#$%&!'# ((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((���
�( �����)"'*+��',!#"-�#+�	������. $�!/*��%!/#"0,�)'.,((((((((((((((((((((���
��( ����*!/#$#1#2-�. $��.3*.!,(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((���
���( 	�������#,!,�. $��*-��/*4*,�+"#4�).!!*"*$
�����������#4* �5�	*4' ',!��.64.7' 2 (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((���
�( �%"3'3#",0�
."".!'3*,��)%'1$' 2�.�).!!*"*$��#4* 0,
�������#3*4* !�# �!/*��89*"'* &*�#+��%"3'3#",((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((���
)( �$3#&.!*,0�
."".!'3*, (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((�:�
�( � 2.2*4* !�6'!/�!/*��!.!*; . $�6'!/��.' ,!"*.4
��������#&'*!-�. $�	% $*", (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((:��
�(����/*�)"#.$*"�	*4' ',!��','# <��*&#2 '!'# �#+��%1!'91*
�������99"*,,'# ,�. $��.11,�!#�	*4' ',!��&!'# (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((:�:
�( �/*��/."' 2�#+��'3*",*��89*"!',*�. $�!/*
��������"*.!'# �#+�.��'3*",*�	*4' ',!��-=*"��#44% '!- (((((((((((((((((:��
	( >�',�!#��.%2/(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((:��

�# &1%,'# ((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((:��

�
����?����


�/*�	������1',!,*"3*
�
�# �$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�/.,�=** �. �'49#"!. !

                                                          
∗� �,,#&'.!*��"#+*,,#"� #+��.6<����������	
 ��
����
�������
 ��
 ���(� � �/*� &#9-"'2/!

/#1$*",<��.!/1** ��.'!,�. $�!/*���������
���������	
�������
��
�������
������
�����	
�
���
���<�/*"*=-�2". !�9*"4',,'# �+#"�&#9'*,�#+� !/',��"!'&1*� !#�=*�4.$*� +#"�. -� # �
9"#+'!�*$%&.!'# .1�%,*<�9"#3'$*$�!/.!��@�A�&#9'*,�."*�$',!"'=%!*$�.!�#"�=*1#6�&#,!B�@�A
!/*�.%!/#"�. $�C#%" .1�."*�'$* !'+'*$B�. $�@�A�9"#9*"� #!'&*�#+�&#9-"'2/!�',�.++'8*$�!#
*.&/� &#9-(� � �/',� 9*"4',,'# � *8!* $,<� =%!� ',�  #!� 1'4'!*$� !#<� &1.,,"##4� %,*� .!
% '3*",'!'*,<� ' &1%$' 2� 1.6� ,&/##1,<� . $�  # �9"#+'!� �# !' %' 2� �*2.1� �$%&.!'# � #"
#!/*"� # �9"#+'!�*$%&.!'# �. $�!".' ' 2(

�( ��1',!,*"3*�',�. �*.,-�6.-�!#�$',!"'=%!*�*4.'1�!#�.�1."2*� %4=*"�#+�9*#91*�6'!/
,'4'1."� ' !*"*,!,(� � $'3'$%.1�4*4=*",� #+� !/*� 1',!�4*"*1-� ,* $� !/*'"�4*,,.2*,� !#� !/*
1',!,*"3*� .$$"*,,� . $� !/*� 4*,,.2*� ',� !/* � .%!#4.!'&.11-� $',!"'=%!*$� !#� .11� 1',!
4*4=*",(� � � +#"4.!'# � # � !/*� 	������ 1',!,*"3*� &. � =*� +#% $� .!
/!!9���2"#%9,(-./##(�&#4�2"#%9�+'3*",�(��� -# *�' !*"*,!*$�' �,%=,&"'=' 2�,/#%1$
,* $� .� D%*"-� !#�� +'3*",�,%=,&"'=*E-./##2"#%9,(&#4(� � � � "*,9# ,*<� -#%011� "*&*'3*� .

1

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

��� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

9."!�#+�4-�1'+*�+#"�4#"*�!/. �,'8�-*.",(���".&!'&.11-�*3*"-�$.-�'!�!*.&/*,
4*�.=#%!�+*4' ',4<�.$3#&.&-<�. $�!/*�$*,9*".!*�,!"%221*,�#+�=.!!*"*$
6#4* � . $� !/*'"� .11'*,(� � �3* � !/#%2/� �� 6.,� .&!'3*� ' � !/*� =.!!*"*$
6#4* 0,�4#3*4* !�+#"�,#4*�+'+!** �-*.",�=*+#"*�	������,!."!*$<�!/*
1',!�&# !' %*,�!#�*$%&.!*�4*�.=#%!�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*(

�/* � �� 6.,� .,7*$� !#� 9."!'&'9.!*� ' � !/*� ,-49#,'%4� # �  �������
!����
���
"�������
 �����#���� .!� !/*��.,/' 2!# ��#11*2*�#+� �.6<� �
'44*$'.!*1-� $*&'$*$� !#� 6"'!*� .=#%!� !/*� 	������ *89*"'* &*(

�
� � �

!/#%2/!� . � ' !*" .!'# .1<� +*4' ',!� 1',!,*"3*� # � $#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*
4'2/!�="' 2�!#�1'+*�,#4*�#+�!/*�&* !".1�'$*.,�' ��1'I.=*!/��&/ *'$*"0,
=##7(

�/',� �"!'&1*� 6'11� +'",!� 9"#3'$*� .� ="'*+� /',!#"-� #+� 	������ . $� .
$*,&"'9!'# �#+�4-�4*!/#$#1#2-(� � �!�6'11� !/* � *8.4' *� .�  %4=*"�#+
	������9#,!,�. $� !'*� !/*4� ' �6'!/� ,#4*�#+� !/*�7*-� !/*4*,� ' ��'I0,
=##7(

�( ��)���	�������G��	�	�������
�������?����0��)���

	������ ."#,*� +"#4� !/*� $*=.&1*� !/.!� 6.,� !/*� � !'4.!*� �'#1* &*
1',!,*"3*� @J �
�����KA<� "% � =-��"#+*,,#"��'&/."$��*11*,<� !/* � .!� !/*
���������	
 ��
 $����
 %�����(

�
� � �
������ &#11.9,*$� ' � .� /#""'=1*� J +1.4*

6."K �' �!/*�,9"' 2�#+��::L<�. $��"#+*,,#"��*11*,�,/%!�$#6 �!/*�1',!(

                                                          
="'*+� .991'&.!'# (� � ���
 ������  #!*� �� . $� .&&#49. -' 2� !*8!� @'11%,!".!' 2� !/.!
*89*"'* &*� 6'!/� . !'�+*4' ',!,� # � �
������ *4.'1� 1',!� 1*$� !#� 	������ .991'&.!'# 
9"#&*,,A(

�/"#%2/#%!�!/',��"!'&1*<�&'!.!'# ,�!#�	������9#,!,�6'11�,1'2/!1-�.1!*"�!/*�+#"4.!�1',!*$
' �����)�?�)�������?
�	�����G������	��������
�@�#1%4='.��.6��*3'*6��,,0 �*!�.1(
*$,(<� ��!/� *$(� ����A(� � 	#"� !/*� ,.7*� #+� 9"*,*"3' 2� &# +'$* !'.1'!-<� 9#,!' 2,� !#� !/*
1',!,*"3*� 6'11� =*� &'!*$� ' � !/*� +#11#6' 2� 4.  *"�� �#,!' 2� #+� �MMM<� !#
+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�# !/� �.!*<� G*."A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(
�/%,<��*,,.2*� %4=*"��::<�,* !�# �	*="%."-��<�����<�6#%1$�=*�&'!*$�.,��#,!' 2�#+
��::<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@	*=(��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(
	������."&/'3*,�."*�.3.'1.=1*�!#�	������1',!�4*4=*",�# 1-(���#4*�#+�!/*,*�9#,!*",<
. $� !/*'"� &/'1$"* <� ,!'11� +.&*�$. 2*"� +"#4� !/*'"� .=%,*",(� � �/#,*�6/#� ."*� .$3#&.!*,
4'2/!� +.&*� "*9"',.1,� +"#4� J !/*� ,-,!*4K � @C%$2*,<� 1.6� * +#"&*4* !<� *!&(A� '+� !/*'"
'$* !'!'*,�6*"*�"*3*.1*$(� � ��/.3*�!/*"*+#"*�.!� !'4*,�&/. 2*$� .4*,�. $�&/. 2*$�#"
#4'!!*$�&*"!.' �'$* !'+-' 2�' +#"4.!'# (��!/*"�9#,!*",�2.3*�9*"4',,'# �+#"�!/*�%,*�#+
!/*'"�"*.1� .4*,(��� �.&&#"$. &*�6'!/�	������&# +'$* !'.1'!-�9#1'&-<���/.3*�"*&*'3*$
9*"4',,'# �+"#4�.11�9*#91*�D%#!*$(���#,!,�/.3*�=** �&#""*&!*$�+#"�#=3'#%,�!-9#,�. $
2".44.!'&.1� 4',!.7*,(� � �&&.,'# .11-<� �� /.3*� *$'!*$� ,* !* &*,� !/.!� 6*"*� /."$� !#
% $*",!. $(��� �#"$*"�!#�"*!.' �!/*�' +#"4.1�. $�&# 3*",.!'# .1�&/.".&!*"�#+�	�����<
�� /.3*� "*,',!*$� . -� '49%1,*� !#�4.7*� !/*� 9#,!,� J 1.6� "*3'*6� 9*"+*&!K � !/"#%2/� /*.3-
*$'!' 2(���$$'!'# .11-<�' �#"$*"�!#�'49"#3*�"*.$.='1'!-<�*$'!*$�&# !* !�',� #!�' $'&.!*$
=-�=".&7*!,�#"�*11'9,*,(

�( ���N�)�����(����
�����<�)������������
�5�	���
�����������
��@����A(

�( �"#+*,,#"� �*11*,� ',�  #6� !/*� �*. � #+� !/*� �&/##1� #+� �#&'.1� �#"7� .!� !/*
? '3*",'!-�#+��*  ,-13. '.�. $�/#1$,��/*�F#.  *�. $��.-4# $��*1,/��/.'"�#+��/'1$
�*1+."*�. $�	.4'1-��'#1* &*(���*�',�.1,#�.�9"#+*,,#"�' �!/*��#&'#1#2-��*9."!4* !�.!
!/*�% '3*",'!-(

2

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ ��:

��/#9*�!/.!�,#4*�$.-�!/*�+%11�,!#"-�#+�!/*�1.,!�4# !/,�#+��
�����
&. � =*� !#1$(� � �#� +."<� �� /.3*� =** � % .=1*� !#� 1#&.!*� . -� ,#%"&*� +#"
�
������9#,!,(���*"*�',�!/*�,/#"!�3*",'# <�.,�!/*�+#% $*",�#+�	�����
6#%1$� !*11� '!�� @�A��/*� �
������ 1',!� /.$� *8',!*$� 9*.&*+%11-� +#"� .� +*6
4# !/,(� ��*4=*",�6*"*�$".6 � +"#4� .&.$*4'.<� 3."'#%,� 9"#+*,,'# ,<
' &1%$' 2�9*#91*�6#"7' 2�.!�=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�,/*1!*",<�. $�,%"3'3#",(
�*4=*",� *8&/. 2*$� ' +#"4.!'# � . $� "*,*."&/(� @�A� � � *."1-� ,9"' 2<
�::L<�!/*��
������1',!�,!."!*$�!#�"*&*'3*�. !'�+*4' ',!�9#,!,<�&1.'4' 2
!/' 2,� 1'7*� J4* � . $� 6#4* � ."*� *D%.11-� 3'#1* !(K � � @�A� �."'#%,
+*4' ',!,� # � !/*� 1',!P6/#� =*&.4*� !/*� &#"*� #+� 6/.!� 6#%1$� =*&#4*
	�����P+#%2/!�.2.' ,!� !/*�. !'�+*4' ',!,(� �@QA��/' 2,�2#!�3*"-� .,!-
3*"-� D%'&71-(� � @A� �"#+*,,#"� �*11*,� .$#9!*$� .�  *%!".1� ,!. &*� . $
$*4. $*$�!/.!�.11�1',!�4*4=*",�J=*/.3*(K

Q
��@LA��"#+*,,#"��*11*,�,/%!

$#6 �!/*�1',!(

�## �.+!*"� !/*� �
������ +1.4*�6."�*"%9!*$<� ,#4*�#+� !/*� +*4' ',!,
,!."!*$�!#�*4.'1�*.&/�#!/*"�9"'3.!*1-�!#�,!".!*2'I*�. $�!#�3* !(


���!�6.,

.� 3*"-� ' !* ,*� *89*"'* &*<� .,� !/*� . !'�+*4' ',!� 9#,!*",� 6*"*� =#!/
+'*"&*�. $�9"#1'+'&(

�+!*"� �
������6.,� ,/%!�$#6 <� ,#4*�#+�%,� +*4' ',!� J ,%"3'3#",K
L
�#+

�
������$*&'$*$�!#�+#"4�.�1',!�#+�#%"�#6 (���/*�'$*.�#+�	�����
�
�6.,

                                                          
Q( �,���"*&.11<��"#+*,,#"��*11*,�.1,#�$*4. $*$�!/.!�,%"3'3#",�. $�!/*'"�.11'*,�,!#9

!*11' 2�9*",# .1�,!#"'*,�.=#%!�3'&!'4'I.!'# (���/*�"*.,# �2'3* �6.,�.1# 2�!/*�1' *,�#+
J !/',�',�.�9"#+*,,'# .1�. $�.&.$*4'&�1',!�. $�9*",# .1�,!#"'*,�/.3*� #�91.&*�# �'!(K ���
"*4*4=*"� 6"'!' 2� .� 9#,!� $*,&"'=' 2� 6/-� !/*� 9*",# .1�9"#+*,,'# .1� $'&/#!#4-� 6.,
+.1,*�. $�6/-��<�.,�. �.&.$*4'&<�+#% $�9*",# .1�,!#"'*,�,#�3.1%.=1*(�����
������ #!*,��Q�
�L� . $� .&&#49. -' 2� !*8!� @'11%,!".!' 2� !/*� '49#"!. &*� #+�  ."".!'3*� ' � +*4' ',!
"*,9# ,*,�!#�=.!!*"' 2A(

( �/',�9"#&*,,�',� #6�7 #6 �.,�J =.&7&/.  *1' 2(K ����6.,�.�"*1.!'3*�1.!*&#4*"�!#
!/*�=.&7&/.  *1' 2�9"#&*,,(� � ��&. �,!'11� "*4*4=*"�3'3'$1-�6#"7' 2�# �. �*4.'1� !#�.
6#4. <�@,!'11�. �.&!'3*�	������4*4=*"A�6/#4���9*"&*'3*$�.,�. �.11-�' �!/*��
�����
6."(��).&7�!/* <�'!�+*1!�='I.""*�!#�=*�,* $' 2�. �*4.'1�!#�.�!#!.1�,!". 2*"(����"*4*4=*"
6#"7' 2� 3*"-� /."$� # � 4-� 9/".,' 2<� . $� ,.-' 2� !/.!� �� /#9*$� ,/*� 6#%1$�  #!� =*
#++* $*$�=-�4-�&# !.&!' 2�/*"�9*",# .11-(� � ��.1,#�.,7*$�!/.!�,/*� #!�/#1$�'!�.2.' ,!
4*�'+�,/*�$'$� #!�.2"**�6'!/�4-�&# &*" ,�.=#%!�6/.!�!/*�. !'�+*4' ',!,�6*"*�$#' 2�!#
!/*� 1',!(� � �� "*4*4=*"� 4-� /. $,� !"*4=1' 2� . $� 4-� /*."!� 9#% $' 2� .,� �� $*=.!*$
6/*!/*"�!#�/'!�!/*�,* $�=%!!# (�@	#"�!/#,*�6/#�$#� #!�7 #6�4*<���.4�4#,!�$*+' '!*1-
 #!�.�!'4'$�,#%1(���#$.-���6#%1$�,* $�.�,'4'1."�*4.'1�6'!/�4%&/�1*,,�/*,'!.!'# <�=%!
!/*,*�6*"*�9'# **"' 2�$.-,�6/* �*3*"-# *�6.,� ,!'11� .$C%,!' 2� !#�.�6#"1$�6/*"*� -#%
/.$�!#�2%*,,�.=#%!�,#4*# *0,�=*1'*+,�. $�9*",# .1'!-�+"#4�.�+*6�6"'!!* �21*. ' 2,(A
�%&7'1-<� 4-� +#".-� ' !#� =.&7&/.  *1' 2� 6.,� D%'&71-� "*6."$*$(� � �/',� +*4' ',!� .11-
"*,9# $*$�'44*$'.!*1-(���/*�&#491'4* !*$�4*�.=#%!�!/*�9#,!,���/.$�.1"*.$-�,* !�!#
!/*� 1',!<� . $�6*1&#4*$�4*� !#� !/*� +*4' ',!� =.&7&/.  *1' 2� 2"#%9� !/.!� /.$� .1"*.$-
=** �*,!.=1',/*$(���/',�6.,�4-�' !"#$%&!'# �!#�!/*�&#"*�#+�6/.!�=*&.4*�	�����(

L( �#4*�"*.$*",�4.-�=*�#++* $*$�=-�4-�%,*�#+�!/*�6#"$�J ,%"3'3#"K �!#�$*,&"'=*
!/#,*�6/#�* $%"*$�!/',�1# 2�$',!. &*�6."�#+�6#"$,(����&. �# 1-�,.-�!/.!���$#� #!�%,*
!/',�6#"$�1'2/!1-(� ���$#� #!�"*4*4=*"�!/*�$*!.'1,�#+�!/*�. !'�+*4' ',!�9#,!,<�=%!�!/*-
6*"*�!"%1-�,'&7* ' 2�. $�' +%"'.!' 2(

�( 	#"� ' +#"4.!'# � # � 	������ 3','!� /!!9���2"#%9,(-./##(&#4�2"#%9�+'3*",�(
�/*�$*,&"'9!'# �# �G./##R��"#%9,�2'3*,�,#4*�' +#"4.!'# �.=#%!�!/*�	������ .4*�
J 	������ ,!. $,� +#"�� 	*4' ',!,� .2.' ,!� � !'4.!*� �'#1* &*� !/"#%2/� �49#6*"4* !<

3

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

��� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

+#"4*$(

)*&.%,*�#+�!/*��
������*89*"'* &*<�6*�"*.1'I*$�!/.!�6*� **$*$�!#
!/' 7�1# 2�. $�/."$�.=#%!�6/#�6#%1$�=*�# �#%"�1',!,*"3*<�6/.!�7' $,
#+�9#,!,�6#%1$�=*�.99"#9"'.!*<�. $�/#6�6*�4'2/!�,&"** �4*4=*",�!#
9"*3* !�.�"*9*.!�#+�!/*��
������*89*"'* &*(

�
���*�$*&'$*$�!#�"*D%'"*

9#!* !'.1�4*4=*",� !#� +'11� #%!� . � .991'&.!'# (� � �4# 2� #!/*"� !/' 2,<
.991'&. !,� 4%,!� &*"!'+-� !/.!� !/*-� ,%=,&"'=*� !#� .� +*4' ',!� . .1-,',� #+
' !'4.!*�3'#1* &*(� � � �.$$'!'# <� !/*�	������ 1',!�2%'$*1' *,� ,!.!*� !/.!
.11�9#,!,�."*�&# +'$* !'.1�. $�&. �=*�+#"6."$*$�# 1-�6'!/�!/*�,* $*"0,
9*"4',,'# (

	"#4� !/*� =*2'  ' 2<� !/*"*� /.3*� =** � !/"**� J�#��##"$' .!#",K
6/#�.$4' ',!*"�!/*�1',!0,�9#1'&'*,�. $�$*.1�6'!/�. -�9"#=1*4,(��� �!/*
=*2'  ' 2<� !/*� �##"$' .!#",� &# +*""*$� 6'!/� # *� . #!/*"� .14#,!
*3*"-� $.-<� ' &1%$' 2�  %4*"#%,� &# +*"* &*� &.11,(� � � #!/*"� /*"#
$%"' 2�!/*�*."1-�$.-,�6.,��'&/."$�)1%4<�.�7' $�. $�2* !1*�4. �6/#
/. $1*$�'  %4*".=1*�!*&/ '&.1�9"#=1*4,�6'!/�2".&*�. $�/%4#"(

�/*�$*&','# � !#�6#"7�#%!� 1',!� 9#1'&'*,� ' � .$3. &*�6.,� .� 6',*� # *(
�/*�	������2%'$*1' *,�. $�.991'&.!'# �9"#&*,,�/.3*�,!##$�!/*�!*,!�#+
!'4*<� . $� /.3*� &/. 2*$� 1'!!1*� ' � !/*� ,'8� -*.",� ,' &*� !/*� 1',!� 6.,
+#% $*$(� ��/*"*�/.3*�=** �#&&.,'# .1�9"#=1*4,�# �!/*� 1',!<�=%!� !/*
�##"$' .!#",�/.3*�.16.-,�.&!*$�,6'+!1-�. $�$*&','3*1-(���# ,*D%* !1-<
!/*� 1',!0,� *8',!* &*� . $� 2##$6'11� /.3*�  *3*"� =** � ,*"'#%,1-
!/"*.!* *$<�  #"� /.,� !/*� 1',!� *3*"� /.$� !#� &.11� .� J !'4*� #%!<K � .,� /.,
/.99* *$�# �#!/*"�1',!,�6/* �$',.2"**4* !,�/.3*�!%" *$�' !#�+1.4*
6.",(

�/*� �
������ *89*"'* &*� &# !' %*,� !#� #9*".!*� .,� .� ".&*�4*4#"-
+#"� !/*� 	������ 1',!(� � �#4*!'4*,<� 6/* � 1*,,� *89*"'* &*$� 4*4=*",
D%*,!'# � &# +'$* !'.1'!-� "%1*,� #"� !/*� ,* ,*� #+� J 2"#%9� !/' 7K � !/.!
,#4*!'4*,�#9*".!*,�# �!/*�1',!<�!/*-�4.-�=*�!#1$�.=#%!�!/*��
�����

                                                          
� *"2'I' 2<��$%&.!'# <��8&/. 2*B��*,#%"&*,<��*,',!. &*<��*,*."&/B������%99#"!(K

�/'1*� �
������ 6.,� ,!'11� #9*".!' 2<� !/*� +*4' ',!� =.&7&/.  *1*",� ,!."!*$� &.11' 2
#%",*13*,� J �.��S,',!. &*(K � � @�/',� 6.,�9."!1-� ' � /# #"� #+� ,*3*".1� 	"* &/��. .$'. ,
6/#� 6*"*� .&!'3*� ' � !/*� "*,',!. &*� !#� !/*� . !'�+*4' ',!,� # � �
�����(A� � �/* � 6*
$*&'$*$�!#� +#"4�#%"�#6 �2"#%9<� '!�6.,� ,%22*,!*$� !/.!�6*� **$*$�.�4#"*�9"#.&!'3*
 .4*(� � J �.��S,',!. &*K � ,%22*,!*$� !/.!� !/*� 2"#%9�6#%1$� # 1-� +'2/!� .2.' ,!� .=%,*",
. $� !/*'"� .11'*,(� ��*� /#9*$� !/.!� #%"� 1',!� 6#%1$� .1,#� 9"#3'$*� 9#,'!'3*� ,#1%!'# ,� +#"
.=%,*$� 6#4* � . $� !/*'"� &/'1$"* (� � �*3*".1� &1*3*"� 6#"$,4'!/,� .4# 2� !/*� 2"#%9
!#-*$�6'!/�3."'#%,�9#,,'='1'!'*,�. $�,#4*# *P #�# *�"*4*4=*",�6/#�. -4#"*P+'",!
&.4*�%9�6'!/�!/*�.&"# -4�#+�	�����6/'&/�D%'&71-�=*&.4*�	�����(

�#4*� *6&#4*",�9"#=.=1-� .,,%4*� !/.!� !/*� 1',!� /.$� +'3*� +#% $*",(� ��#6*3*"<� !/*"*
6*"*�4. -�4#"*�!/. �!/.!(���3* �!/#%2/�!/*�1',!0,� .4*�/.,� #!/' 2�!#�$#�6'!/� !/*
 %4=*"� +'3*<� 1',!�4*4=*",� ,#4*!'4*,� 9%!� .� 1."2*<� &#1#"+%1� J K � # � !/*'"� =.$2*,� .!
$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�&# +*"* &*,<�,#�!/.!�!/*-�&. �'$* !'+-�*.&/�#!/*"(

�( �/*�9"#&*,,�#+�$".+!' 2�9"#&*$%"*,�+#"�!/*�	������1',!�6.,�1# 2�. $�$'++'&%1!(
��6.,�# 1-�!. 2* !'.11-�' 3#13*$(

4

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ ���

*89*"'* &*(� � �!'11<� C%,!� 1'7*� ,#1$'*",� 6/#� $'$�  #!� 2#� !/"#%2/� 6."
!#2*!/*"<�  *6&#4*",� &.  #!� 9#,,'=1-� .=,#"=� !/*� $*9!/� #+� +**1' 2
+"#4�!/#,*�6/#�6*"*�J !/*"*�.!�!/*�&"*.!'# (K

:

�3* �!/',�="'*+�/',!#"-�#+�	������,%22*,!,�. �'49#"!. !�='.,�' �!/',
�"!'&1*����.4� #!�.�4*"*�#=,*"3*"�#+�	�����(���,�# *�#+�'!,�+#% $*",
. $�.�+"*D%* !�9."!'&'9. !<�4-�3'*69#' !�',� *&*,,."'1-�$'++*"* !�+"#4
.� 1',!� *6&#4*"�#"�. �% ' 3#13*$�#%!,'$*�#=,*"3*"(� �	%"!/*"<� ��/.3*
!'*,� !#� &*"!.' � 2"#%9� 4*4=*",� !/.!� ."*� '49#"!. !� !#� 4*�  #!� C%,!
9"#+*,,'# .11-<�=%!�9*",# .11-(���!�',�+.'"�!#�,.-�!/.!�	������',�.�7' $�#+
+.4'1-� !#� 4*<� . $� 6*� .11� #=,*"3*� #%"� +.4'1'*,� ' � '$'#,- &".!'&� . $
='.,*$�6.-,(

��( ����������G��
���������

�#,!,� !#� 	������ +"#4� �::L� !#� �*&*4=*"� ����� ."*<� +#"� 9".&!'&.1
9%"9#,*,<� 1#,!(� � �,� ',� !-9'&.1� #+� !/*� *."1-� -*.",� #+� !/*� � !*" *!� . $
1',!,*"3*,<�!/*�9."!'&'9. !,�$'$� #!�3'*6�!/*'"�.&!'3'!'*,�.,�/',!#"'&.1�#"
6#"!/�9"*,*"3' 2(��	������/.,� #�&* !".1'I*$�."&/'3*�+#"�!/',�9*"'#$(

��

� ��*&*4=*"������!/*�	������1',!,*"3*�4#3*$�+"#4�.�9"'3.!*�,*"3*"
!#�G./##R��"#%9,<�. $�.11�9#,!,�,' &*��*&*4=*"������."*�."&/'3*$�# 
!/*�G./##�,*"3*"�. $�.&&*,,'=1*�!#�1',!�4*4=*",(

)*&.%,*� !/*� 1',!,*"3*� .3*".2*,� 4#"*� !/. � +'+!** �4*,,.2*,� .� $.-<
4#"*�!/. �����4*,,.2*,�/.3*�=** �2* *".!*$�+"#4��*&*4=*"�����
!#�F%1-�����<�!/*�,!."!' 2�$.!*�+#"�!/*�"*,*."&/�+#"�!/',��"!'&1*(� ��/',
#3*"6/*14' 2� !'$*� #+� 6#"$,� 4.$*� .� "*3'*6� #+� *3*"-� 4*,,.2*
'49".&!'&.1(� � �/*"*+#"*<� ' � 9"*9."' 2� !/',��"!'&1*<� �� 1##7*$� .!� *3*"-
9#,!�+"#4�,*1*&!*$�4# !/,(

��

�/*� 9"' &'91*,� #+� ,!.!',!'&,� ,%22*,!� !/.!� !/',� ,.491*� #+� 	�����
4*,,.2*,�',�1."2*�* #%2/�!#�.&&%".!*1-�"*+1*&!�!/*�1',!�$'.1#2%*(��	"#4
4-�9*",# .1�3'*69#' !<�!/*�4*,,.2*,�,**4�3*"-�4%&/�' �7**9' 2�6'!/
!-9'&.1�	������!".++'&(

                                                          
:( � �!/*�"*&* !��)��,*"'*,� ���
��
 �������<�,*3*".1�#+�!/*�3*!*". ,�6/#�+#%2/!

. $� ,%"3'3*$� !#2*!/*"� +"#4� ���.-� !/"#%2/� ���� �.-� ,9#7*� #+� /#6� "*91.&*4* !
,#1$'*",� *3*"�D%'!*�=*&.4*�+%11�4*4=*",�#+�!/*�J). $�#+�)"#!/*",(K

��( �*"/.9,�6'!/�* #%2/�!'4*�. $�.�1."2*�* #%2/�!".3*1�=%$2*!<�!/*�9#,!,�=*+#"*
�*&*4=*"������&#%1$�=*�"*&"*.!*$(��
#�1',!�4*4=*"�',�,!'11�%,' 2�!/*�,.4*�&#49%!*"
.,�' ��::L(����+*6�4.-�/.3*�#1$*"�&#49%!*",�' �,!#".2*�!/.!�4.-�&# !.' �,#4*�#+�!/*
9"*�G./##�9#,!' 2,(� �? 1'7*�9.9*"�. $�9* &'1� ' +#"4.!'# <� ,!#"*$� .6.-� ' � .� !"% 7<
!/*,*� &#49%!*",� 6'11�  #� $#%=!� =*� !/"#6 � .6.-� . $�  *3*"� *8/%4*$� =-� +%!%"*
2* *".!'# ,(��� $�*3* �'+�!/*-�6*"*�*3*"�*8/%4*$<�6/#�7 #6,�'+�+%!%"*�2* *".!'# ,
&#%1$�*3* �"*.$�!/*�' +#"4.!'# �# �!/*�&#49%!*",(

��( �/*�4# !/,�6*"*�,*1*&!*$�!#�,9. �!/*�1.,!�!6#�-*.",(����"*.$�*3*"-�9#,!�+"#4�
�*&*4=*"� ����� . $� F. %."-� ����� @���� �� ��L�AB� �9"'1� ����� @��:��� �� ���:�AB
�%2%,!������@��Q::� ���Q�L�AB��*&*4=*"������@�L��� ���:L�AB�. $��."&/�����
@����Q�����LQ�A(

5

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

��� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

���( ��	�������������
����G��������	����)������������
�5
	���
�����������
�

�,���"*.$�!/"#%2/��'I0,�=##7<���6.,�,!."!1*$�!#�"*.1'I*�/#6�4. -�#+
/*"�7*-�!/*4*,�."*�"*+1*&!*$�' �!/*�	������$'.1#2%*�. $�9"#&*,,(�� 
!/',��."!<���!.7*�,#4*�"*&%""' 2�!-9*,�#+�	������9#,!,�. $�,/#6�/#6
!/*-�'11%4' .!*�.� %4=*"�#+��'I0,�&#"*�'$*.,(

�& ���������'
(���������)
 �������
�
 �������
!����'�
*�������
��
���
+,-�������
��
���������

�'I� *49/.,'I*,<� J H+O*4' ',!� 1.64.7' 2� # � =.!!*"' 2� /.,� =%'1!� # 
!/*�*89*"'* &*,�#+�=.!!*"*$�6#4* �. $�/.,�,#%2/!�!#�!". ,+#"4�1.6
' � 1'2/!� #+� !/',� *89*"'* &*(K

��
� � �.!*"<� ,/*�  #!*,� !/*� '49#"!. &*� #+

J ."".!'3*K ��J�/*�4#3*�6'!/' �+*4' ',!�1*2.1�9".&!'&*�!#�' &#"9#".!*
6#4* 0,�*89*"'* &*,�H',O�+% $.4* !.1�!#�+*4' ',!�1*2.1�!/*#"-(�(�(�(K

��

� � .$$'!'# � !#� J4.7H' 2O� '!� 9#,,'=1*� +#"� H6#4* 0,O� 3#'&*,� !#� =*
/*."$<K �+*4' ',!�1.64.7' 2�4%,!�.1,#�.&7 #61*$2*�J !/*�&#491*8'!'*,
#+�3#'&*K �. $�!/*�4. -�J$'++*"* !�3#'&*,K �#+�6#4* (

�Q

�'!/#%!� D%*,!'# <�  ."".!'3*� ',� ,#4*!/' 2� !/.!� 	������ $#*,� 6*11(
�#4*�#+� !/*� ,%"3'3#",�# �	������."*�2'+!*$�6"'!*",� . $� ,!#"-!*11*",(
�/*� +#11#6' 2� 9#,!,� 2'3*� C%,!� .� +1.3#"� #+� !/*� 9#6*"� #+� !/*,*
 ."".!'3*,(

�
� � ��7 #6�'!� ',� !*49!' 2� !#�21.I*�#3*"� ' $* !*$� 1.6�"*3'*6

                                                          
��( ���
�����<���-��
 #!*��<�.!��Q(

��& %�&�.!����(

�Q& %�&�.!�������(

�( ��/.3*�&/#,* �!#�9"*,* !�.�+*6�,!#"'*,�.!�1* 2!/�".!/*"�!/. �4#"*�,!#"'*,<�=%!
6'!/� 1*,,� $*!.'1(� � �# ,*D%* !1-<� ,#4*� #+� !/*� 3."'*!-� #+� *89*"'* &*� .4# 2� 	�����
4*4=*",� ',� 1#,!(
 � �� /#9*� !/',� $*&','# � ',� ' � 7**9' 2� 6'!/� �'I0,� *49/.,',� # � !/*
'49#"!. &*�#+� 9."!'&%1."'!-� ' � +*4' ',!� . .1-,',(� � ���
 ��&� .!� :� @ #!' 2� /#6� +*4' ',!
. .1-,',�9.".$#8'&.11-�*49/.,'I*,�=#!/�9."!'&%1."'!-; K$#&%4* !' 2�!/*�*89*"'* &*,
#+�6#4* �6/#�."*�=.!!*"*$�=-�4* K; . $�2* *".1'!-; $#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�.,�J .�+.&*!
#+�6#4* 0,�,%=#"$' .!'# �' �,#&'*!-�H. $�# *� !/.!O� ',� 1' 7*$� !#� 1."2*"�9"#=1*4,�#+
,#&'*!.1� 3'#1* &*(K A� � �9*.7' 2� +#"� 4-,*1+<� �� 7 #6� !/.!� !/*,*�  ."".!'3*,; . $
*,9*&'.11-�!/*'"�$*!.'1; /.3*�2"*.!1-�* /. &*$�4-�% $*",!. $' 2�#+�2* *".1�+*4' ',!
!/*#"-(��	������4*4=*",�#+!* �*49/.,'I*�!/*�'49#"!. &*�#+� ."".!'3*(��� &*<�6/* 
.�9#,!*"�.9#1#2'I*$�+#"�.�1* 2!/-�,!#"-<��  *��0�*11�"*,9# $*$<�J
#� #<�$#�4#"*�#+
'!((��1#3*�"*.1�1'+*�,!#"'*,((!/*-�."*�.16.-,�4#"*�='I.""*�!/. �!/*�!"%!/R�H,'&OK ��#,!' 2�#+
����<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�%2(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/� 	�����
."&/'3*A(� � ���
 ��-���  #!*� �� +#"� . � *891. .!'# � #+� !/*� &'!.!'# � +#"4.!� +#"� 	�����
4*,,.2*,(���  *�',�.�"*!'"*$�,*"2*. !�6'!/�!/*��. ��'*2#��#1'&*��*9."!4* !(���/*�',
. �#%!,!. $' 2�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�!".' *"�. $�&# $%&!,� !".' ' 2,�."#% $�!/*�6#"1$(
�/*�&. �=*�"*.&/*$�3'.�/*"�6*=�,'!*�666(,!#9$3(&#4(

�  *0,�"*,9# ,*�,/#6,�!/*�9"#=1*4�6'!/�!/*�,9**$�#+�*4.'1�"*,9# ,*,(���03*�&/*&7*$
6'!/�/*"<�. $�' $**$�,/*�4*. !�!#�,.-�!/.!�"*.1�1'+*�,!#"'*,�."*�4#"*�='I.""*�!/. �!/*
 %4*"#%,�%"=. �1*2* $,�.=#%!�4* �6/#�.=$%&!�6#4* �+"#4�4.11�9."7' 2�1#!,�. $
2.,� ,!.!'# ,(� � �4.'1� +"#4� �  *� �0�*11� !#� �.!/1** ��.'!,<� .%!/#"� @
#3(� ��<� ����<
��������A� @# � +'1*�6'!/�.%!/#"A(� ���������#,!' 2�#+�)#  '*<� .� 1# 2� !'4*� .$3#&.!*<
����<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�%2(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/� 	�����
."&/'3*A�@J ��!"%1-�/.3*�1*." *$�4#"*�+"#4�3'&!'4,�!/. �.11�!/*�"*,*."&/�. $�,!%$'*,<

6

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ ���

9.,,.2*,B� �� /.3*� =** � 7 #6 � !#� $#� '!�4-,*1+(� ��#6*3*"<� �� %"2*� !/*
"*.$*"� #!�!#�,7'9�#3*"�!/*,*�,!#"'*,(

�/*� +#11#6' 2�  ."".!'3*,� +#&%,� # � 1'+*� 6'!/� !/*� =.!!*"*"; =#!/
6/'1*�"*,'$' 2�6'!/�/'4�. $�.+!*"� 1*.3' 2(� �	#"�!/#,*�6/#�!/' 7�!/.!
+*4' ',!,� # 1-� &#491.' � . $� 6/' *<�  #!*� !/.!� !/*"*� ."*� /*"#*,� ' 
!/*,*�,!#"'*,�.,�6*11�.,�3'11.' ,; 9*#91*�6/#�/*19*$�. $�*49#6*"*$
6#4* �' � **$<�.,�6*11�.,�!/#,*�6/#�"*�3'&!'4'I*$�!/*4(

F. � �%,,*11� ',<� ' � 4-� #9' '# <� # *� #+� !/*� 4#,!� 3.1%.=1*� 	�����
4*4=*",(���/*�',�.�2'+!*$�,!#"-!*11*"<�.,�6*11�.,�# *�#+�!/*�1',!0,�7** *,!
. .1-!'&.1�4' $,(

�L
� � �/*� ',� .� 1.6-*"� ' � �/'&.2#� . $� /.,� 6#"7*$� +#"

4. -� -*.",� +'2/!' 2� +#"� =.!!*"*$�6#4* (� ��*"*� ,/*� !*11,� #+� !/*�# �
2#' 2�*++*&!,�#+�.=%,*�+"#4�-*.",�.2#�

� ��.-<� '!�6'11����-*.",�,' &*���6.,�=.$1-�=*.!* �=-�4-�/%,=. $<�:
4# !/,� .+!*"� �� +1*$� =*&.%,*� #+� !/*� 3'#1* &*(� �!� !/*� !'4*<� 4-
$'.2 #,',�' &1%$*$�.�/*4#""/.2*$�*-*<�.�9."!'.11-�$*!.&/*$�"*!' .<
. � #"='!.1� +1##"� +".&!%"*<� .� ,'2 '+'&. !� /*.$� ' C%"-<� . $� !',,%*
$.4.2*�!/.!�!##7�4#"*�!/. �.�-*."�!#�/*.1(

�/* ���+'",!�C#' *$�	�����<���9#,!*$�.=#%!�!/*�/#""'=1*�!"*.!4* !��
"*&*'3*$� ' � !/*� ��<� ' &1%$*$� =*' 2� +#"&*$� !#� 2'3*� ' ,%". &*
' +#"4.!'# �.,�&*"*=".1�+1%'$�1*.7*$�#%!�#+�4-�=".' �. $�# �!#�!/*
&#% !*"!#9(� �/*-� 4*"*1-� 2.3*� 4*� 9.9*"� !#6*1,� !#� 6'9*� %9� .+!*"
4-,*1+(��/*�# 1-�!'4*���,.6�!/*�$#&!#"�6.,�6/* �,/*�!.17*$�!#�4*
="'*+1-� .,� �� 1.-�# �.�2%" *-� ' � !/*�/.116.-� . $� !#1$�4*� !/.!� ��6.,
=*' 2�$',&/."2*$�. $�!#�!.7*��-1* #1�+#"�!/*�9.' (

�.,!�-*."<�.����,&. �,/#6*$�!/.!�!/*�,' %,�&.3'!-� *8!�!#�!/*�#"='!.1
+1##"�+".&!%"*�6.,<�' �4-� # �4*$'&.1�!*"4,<�,4.,/*$(���6* !�!#�,**
.�,9*&'.1',!� !#$.-�.,�.� +#11#6�%9(��/*�*8.4�!#$.-� ,/#6*$� !/.!� #!
# 1-� ',� # *�#+�4-� ,' %,� &.3'!'*,� &#49"*,,*$� !#� !/*� 9#' !� 6/*"*� '!
=."*1-�+% &!'# ,<�# *�=# *�',�.14#,!�����' &/�#%!�#+�91.&*�. $�!/*
#"='!.1� +1##"� +".&!%"*<� 6/'&/� !/*� /#,9'!.1� ,.'$� 6.,�  # �$',91.&*$<
6.,� .&!%.11-� ,*3*"*1-� $',91.&*$� . $� ',� =%12' 2� ' !#� .� ,*&# $� ,' %,
&.3'!-<� 9."!'.11-� =1#&7' 2� '!(� �/',� =1#&7.2*� .1,#� "*,%1!,� ' � +1%'$
=%'1$' 2�%9�=*/' $�4-�*."�$"%4(

)*+#"*� !/',� =*.!' 2<� '+� �� /.$� .11*"2'*,� !/*-� 6*"*�  #!� ,'2 '+'&. !
* #%2/� !#�  #!'&*(� �+!*"6."$<� ��  #!� # 1-� /.$� .11*"2'*,<� !/*-� 6*"*
,*3*"*(� �."!'&%1."1-� +#"� !/*� 9.,!� Q� -*.",<� �� /.3*� /.$� .� &# ,!. !
,!"%221*�6'!/�="# &/'!',�&.%,*$�=-�9#,! .,.1�$"'9<� ,' %,� ' +*&!'# ,<
. $�' +*&!'# ,�' �4-�"'2/!�*."�&.%,*$�=-�!/*�+1%'$�=%'1$�%9(�� �4-
=*,!�$.-,<� �� !.7*�Q�4*$'&.!'# ,�.�$.-� !#�7**9�4-�.11*"2'*,�.,!/4.
% $*"�&# !"#1(��!�#!/*"�!'4*,<�.$$�.$$'!'# .1�' /.1*",<�,!*"#'$,�. $

                                                          
*!&(�������1'+*�,!#"'*,�="' 2�4*�=.&7�!#�6/-���,!."!*$�!/',�6#"7�' �!/*�+'",!�91.&*(��/*
' C%,!'&*�#+�'!�.11(K A(

�L( �,�!/',��"!'&1*�!%" *$�#%!<���$'$� #!�,*1*&!�. -�#+�F. 0,�. .1-!'&.1�9#,!,(

7

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

��Q F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

. !'='#!'&,(� �/*� -*."� =*+#"*� 1.,!<� �� 6.,� # � . !'='#!'&,�4#,!� #+� !* 
4# !/,<�!"-' 2�!#�2*!�!/*,*�' +*&!'# ,�% $*"�&# !"#1(��03*�.1,#�=** 
!.7' 2�.11*"2-� ,/#!,� +#"�������-*.",(��11�#+� !/',�/.$� 1*$�4*� !#� +*."
6/.!���6. !�4#,!; D%'!!' 2�4-�C#=�!#�"% �4-�#6 �=%,' *,,(

�#$.-��� 1*." *$�!/.!�.11�#+� !/*,*�9"#=1*4,�."*�$%*� !#� !/*� ' C%"'*,
"*&*'3*$� ' � !/.!�=*.!' 2(� ��6'11�/.3*� !#�/.3*�# *� ,' %,� "*=%'1!� . $
!/*�#!/*"�% =1#&7*$<�/.3*�.�=# *�4#3*$�. $�/.3*�!/*�#"='!.1�+1##"
$',91.&*4* !� "*9.'"*$(� �/*� 1.!!*"� &.""'*,� .� "',7� #+� "*#9* ' 2� !/*
1*.7� =*!6** � 4-� =".' � . $� !/*� ,' %,� 6/'&/� &#%1$� 1*.$� !#� . 
' +*&!'# �' �4-�=".' �'+�.�,*&# $�,%"2*"-�', 0!�$# *�'44*$'.!*1-�!#
&#""*&!�'!(

�/*�,%"2*# �=*1'*3*,�!/.!�.+!*"�!/*�,%"2*"-�.11�#+�!/*�' +*&!'# ,�6'11
=*�.�!/' 2�#+�!/*�9.,!(��*�.1,#�=*1'*3*,�!/.!�'!�',�1'7*1-�!/.!�3'"!%.11-
.11�#+�4-�.11*"2-�,-49!#4,�6'11�$',.99*."�. $�!/.!���6'11� #!�/.3*�!#
!.7*�$.'1-�4*$'&.!'# �. -4#"*(��' &*�4-�.,!/4.� ',�4#,!1-�.11*"2-�
!"'22*"*$<�6'!/#%!�.11*"2'*,�!/*�.,!/4.�6'11�=*�*.,'1-�&# !"#11*$(

�� !.17*$� !#� 4-� #1$� !/*".9',!� !#$.-� . $� ,/*� .,7*$� 4*� /#6� �� +*1!
.=#%!�.11�#+�!/',(���!#1$�/*"�!/.!�'!�6.,�/."$�!#�,#"!�#%!�C%,!�6/.!�'!�',
!/.!�',�4.7' 2�4*�+**1�,#�,'&7�!#�2*!�!/',� *6,(�� &1%$*$�',�+' $' 2
#%!�!/.!� #!�# 1-�$'$� #!���/.3*�!#�2#�!/"#%2/�!/*�' '!'.1�9.' �+#"
#3*"� .� -*."� @. $� /.3' 2� 4-� ,# � .=$%&!*$� '44*$'.!*1-� .+!*"� !/*
.!!.&7A�=%!� !/.!� �03*�=** � ,%++*"' 2�6'!/� !/*,*�9"#=1*4,� +#"�.11�#+
!/*,*�-*.",�=*&.%,*�#+�6/.!�!/',�.TT/#1*�$'$�!#�4*(��04�.1,#�+**1' 2
,'&7�.=#%!�/#6�!/*�/#,9'!.1�4',!"*.!*$�4*�,#1*1-�=*&.%,*�'!�6.,�$3
. $�$'$� #!�.$*D%.!*1-�' 3*,!'2.!*�4-�' C%"'*,(��/* ���1*+!�!/*���
!/.!� '2/!<���/.$�.�,*3*"*�/*.$.&/*�+"#4�!/*�/*.$�' C%"-<�6.,�2#' 2
' � . $� #%!� #+� &# ,&'#%, *,,<� . $� 6.,� ,!'11� 1*.7' 2� &*"*=".1� +1%'$<
6/'&/� &#%1$�/.3*�/.$�$*3.,!.!' 2� "*,%1!,(� �04�.1,#�%9,*!� !/.!� �03*
,%++*"*$� .11� !/',� !'4*� . $� $',"%9!*$� 4-� 1'+*� 2#.1,� %  *&*,,."'1-
=*&.%,*� '+� �0$� # 1-� 7 #6 <� �� &#%1$� /.3*� 2#!!* � !/*� ,%"2*"-� -*.",
.2#(

�+�&#%",*<��04�/.99-�!#�7 #6�!/.!�.+!*"��03*�,%++*"*$�!/"#%2/�!/*
,%"2*"-<� 1'+*� 6'11� =*� ,#�4%&/� =*!!*"� . $� �� 6'11� =*� 1*,,� &# &*" *$
.=#%!�4-� +%!%"*(�)%!�.11�$.-<�. $� ,!'11� "'2/!� #6<� �� +**1� ,'&7� !#�4-
,!#4.&/�!#�=*�$*.1' 2�6'!/�!/',�.11�.2.' (

� $�!/*"*�',�.�4#".1�!#�!/',�9#,!�!##(��/* �-#%�."*�6#"7' 2�6'!/�.
=.!!*"*$�6#4. �6/#�/.,�"*&%""' 2�,' %,�#"�*."�' +*&!'# ,�. $�6.,
=*.!* �.=#%!�!/*�/*.$<�!*11�/*"�!#�2#�!#�.�,9*&'.1',!�!#�,**�'+�!/*"*
."*�' !*" .1�' C%"'*,�"*,9# ,'=1*�+#"�'!(

�*$ *,$.-�4#" ' 2� �� .4� 2#' 2� #%!� !#� .� +"'* $0,� +."4� +#"� .� +*6
$.-,(��-� !/*".9',!� . $� �� $*3',*$� .� "'!%.1� +#"� !*11' 2� #++� .11� #+� !/*
9*#91*� 6/#� $'$� 4*� 6"# 2� @' &1%$' 2� !/*� "*,9# $' 2� #++'&*"<
6/#,*�+'",!�6#"$,�!#�4*�6*"*�J�#6<�6/.!�$'$�-#%�$#�!#�&.%,*�.11�#+
!/',UK A� . $� !/* � =%" ' 2� .� &."$� 6'!/� !/*'"�  .4*,� #"� ,!.!%,� . $
!/*'"�!". ,2"*,,'# ,�6/'1*�,.-' 2�.�&/. !(��##$�!/' 2��011�=*�' �!/*

8

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ ��

&#% !"-�6/*"*� #�# *�6'11�/*."�4-�,&"*.4,(
��

� �.� 1.!*"�9#,!<� F. �!#1$�4#"*�.=#%!�/*"�/#,9'!.1�*89*"'* &*�+"#4
1# 2�.2#�

�+!*"�4.7' 2�4*�$#�. �' ,%". &*�' !*"3'*6�6/'1*���1*.7*$�&*"*=".1

                                                          
��( �#,!' 2�#+�����<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@	*=(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

� �. �*."1'*"�9#,!<�F. �/.$�!.17*$�.=#%!�$#' 2�.�!".' ' 2�+#"�1.6-*",�' �6/'&/�,/*�/.$
,/."*$� /*"� ,!#"-� #+� .=%,*� . $� '!,� *++*&!� # � /*"� @ #6� 2"#6 A� ,# (� � �#6*"+%1� 1*2.1
.%!/#"'!'*,�/.$�"*,',!*$�F. 0,�*++#"!,�!#�*$%&.!*�!/"#%2/� ."".!'3*<�. $�F. �+*."*$�,/*
6#%1$� =*� 9% ',/*$� ' � /*"� 9"#+*,,'# .1� 1'+*� +#"� /*"� !"%!/�!*11' 2(� � �/',� "*,',!. &*
'11%,!".!*,� �'I0,� ,!.!*4* !� .=#%!� !/*� J4. -� #=,!.&1*,�(�(�(� H6#4* � +.&*� ' O� /.3' 2
!/*'"�3#'&*,�/*."$�' �,#&'*!-�. $<�=-�'491'&.!'# <�' �1.6(K �����
�����<���-��
 #!*��<�.!
���(���!�.1,#�,%99#"!,��'I0,�.,,*"!'# �!/.!�6#4* �1'7*�F. �J $#�,9*.7�%9�. $�"*,',!K �!/*
+#"&*,�!/.!�6#"7�!#�,'1* &*�!/*4(��%�&�.!���Q(��F. �6"#!*�

�#$.-���$'$�!/*�9"*,* !.!'# �+#"�!/*�1.6-*",�6/#�."*�*1'2'=1*�!#�=*�.99#' !*$
.,�.!!#" *-,�+#"�&/'1$"* �' �&# !*,!*$�&%,!#$-�&.,*,<�!*11' 2�!/*�,!#"-�#+�/#6
4-�,# �6.,� '49.&!*$�=-�/',� +.!/*"�%,' 2�/'4�.2.' ,!�4*�. $�=-�6'! *,,' 2
$3(��' &*���H1.,!�6"#!*�!#�	�����O�.=#%!�!/',�9"*,* !.!'# <�.�9#6*"+%1�9*",# 
' � !/*� 1#&.1� =."� H�011� &.11� /'4� �"(� �!# *O� !"'*$� !#� =%11-� %,� @4*� . $� !/*
91.  ' 2� &#44'!!**A� !#� $"#9� !/',� 9"*,* !.!'# � =*&.%,*� /*� $'$ 0!� !/' 7� '!
6.,�.99"#9"'.!*(
��6.,�.� *"3#%,�6"*&7�.11�6**7(���!# *0,�$',.99"#3.1�6.,�.$$*$�!#�4-�*8',!' 2
&# &*" �!/.!� !/',� ' +#�4'2/!�=*�/*1$�.2.' ,!�4*�=-� !/*,*� 1.6-*",� ��9".&!'&*
6'!/(����6.,�*,9*&'.11-�6#""'*$�!/.!���6#%1$ 0!�2*!�.99#' !4* !,�.,�.�&/'1$�"*9
6/* � �� +' .11-� 2#!� # � !/*� 1',!�4-,*1+(� � ��$'$ 0!� ,1**9�4%&/� 1.,!�  '2/!� .,�4-
=".' � &# !' %*$� !#� "*3'*6�4-�$3�*89*"'* &*� .11�  '2/!(�)*+#"*� �� ,!."!*$� !/*
9"*,* !.!'# <���6.,�,'&7�!#�4-�,!#4.&/(
�!�!/*�* $�#+�!/*�,!#"-<���!#1$�!/*4�!/.!�!/*"*�6.,�# *�!/' 2���6. !*$�!/*4
!#� !.7*� .6.-� +"#4� '!(� ? $*",!. $' 2�  #6� !/.!� &/'1$"* � $# 0!� /.3*� !#� =*
$'"*&!� !."2*!,� #+� .=%,*� !#� =*� ,*"'#%,1-� /."4*$� =-� '!<� �� .,7*$� !/*4� !#
% $*",!. $�!/.!�!/*-�/.$�. �*!/'&.1�. $�.�4#".1�#=1'2.!'# �!#�,!#9� #!�C%,!
!/*�9/-,'&.1�.=%,*�=%!�.1,#�!/*�.=%,*"0,�4. '9%1.!'# ,�. $�/.".,,4* !� #6
6/'1*�!/*-�/.3*�!/*�9#6*"�#+�!/*�&#%"!�=*/' $�!/*4�. $�!#�"*4*4=*"�H/*"
,# 0,O� ,!#"-� !#�"*4' $� !/*4�#+� !/*�$.4.2*� !/*-�6'11� .11#6�/.99* � !#� !/*'"
&1'* !�'+�!/*-�$#� #!(
�!� .99*.",� !/.!� !/*� 9"*,* !.!'# � 6.,� .� ,%&&*,,(� �� !.17*$� !#� .� 1.6-*"� !/',
.+!*" ## �6/#�,.'$�!/.!�.+!*"6."$,�!/*"*�6.,�4%&/�$',&%,,'# �' �!/*�/.116.-
6'!/�1.6-*",�!.17' 2�.=#%!�!/*�'49.&!�'!�/.$�# �!/*4�!#�/*."�!/*�,!#"-(�� *
1.6-*"�6.17*$�%9�!#�.�+"'* $�#+�4' *�. $�,.'$��J �03*�7 #6 �/*"�+#"�.�$#I* 
-*.",�=%!���/.$� #�'$*.�!/.!�,/*�6* !�!/"#%2/�.11�#+�!/.!<�=%!� #6���+**1�1'7*��
&. �,**�!/*�&#491*!*�9'&!%"*(�
#�6# $*"�,/*�/.,�,%&/�9.,,'# �+#"�/*"�6#"7(K
�� /.3* 0!� -*!� /.$� !/*� #99#"!% '!-� !#� !.17� !#� �"(� �!# *� @6/#� 6.,� .&!' 2
'""'!.!*$� 6'!/� 4*� =*+#"*/. $� +#"� 2#' 2� !/"#%2/� 6'!/� '!A� =%!� .+!*"� 4-
9"*,* !.!'# �/*�2.3*�4*�!/*�J #7K �,'2 (�G#%011�.1,#�=*�' !*"*,!*$�!#�7 #6�!/.!
�*#"2*� H!/*� ' &#4' 2� &/.'"� #+� !/*� ,!.!*� =."� .,,#&'.!'# 0,� 	.4'1-� �.6
�#44'!!**<� 6/#� /.$� &# ,',!* !1-� "*,',!*$� F. 0,� *++#"!,� !#� 2'3*� .$*D%.!*
&#3*".2*�!#�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�',,%*,O�6.,� *3*"�1##7' 2�.!�4*�.!�. -�!'4*��
1##7*$�.!�/'4�$%"' 2� !/*�9"*,* !.!'# �. $�/*�$'$� #!� .&7 #61*$2*�4*� ' 
. -�6.-�.+!*"6."$<�*3* �6/* �/*�&.4*�%9�!#�!.17� !#�#!/*"�9"*,* !*",(� ��/<
6*11<�&. 0!�"*.&/�!/*4�.11(

�#,!' 2� #+� ���Q<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�%2(� �L<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(���+!*"�"*.$' 2�F. 0,�$*,&"'9!'# �#+�!/*�'49.&!�#+�/*"�9"*,* !.!'# <�.
,/*1!*"� $'"*&!#"� /.1+6.-� .&"#,,� !/*� &#% !"-� 6"#!*<� J �� /.3*� .� 9"*,* !.!'# � !#� !/*
4.""'.2*�. $�+.4'1-�1.6-*",�+#"�#%"�1#&.1�=."� *8!�6**7(����.4�"*!/' 7' 2�6/.!���6'11
,.-(K � � �#,!' 2�#+����L�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�%2(� ��<� ����A� @&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

9

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

��L F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

+1%'$�. $�6.,�2#' 2�' �. $�#%!�#+�&# ,&'#%, *,,<�!/*-�!##7�4*�!#�.
"##4�6/*"*�!/*� %",*�. $�!/*�&#9�2#,,'9*$�6'!/�*.&/�#!/*"�6/'1*��
,.!�!/*"*(�	' .11-<�!/*� %",*�!%" *$�!#�4*�. $�.,7*$�J�*"* 0!�-#%
' �/*"*�1.,!�6**7UK ���,.'$<�J�8&%,*�4*UK ��/*�,.'$<�J�'$ 0!�/*�=*.!
-#%� 1.,!� 6**7UK � �� !/* � +*1!� 1'7*� �� /.$� !#� C%,!'+-� 6/-� �� $*,*"3*$
4*$'&.1�.!!* !'# �=-�*891.' ' 2�!/.!���/.$�1*+!�/'4(��/*�9"*3.'1' 2
.!!'!%$*�#+�4#,!�#+� !/*�,!.++�6.,�!/.!���6.,�4',%,' 2�!/*'"�9"*&'#%,
"*,#%"&*,(

�/* �!/*-�9%!�4*�' �.�"##4�. $�1*+!�4*�+#"�.=#%!�����/#%"<�,!'11
6*."' 2�.�,6*.!*"�,.!%".!*$�6'!/�=1##$�. $�6'!/�=1##$�.11�#3*"�4-
."4,� . $� 1*2,(� ��  %",*0,� .'$*� &.4*� ' � . $� 6.,� .99.11*$(� �/*
&1*. *$�4*�%9(��+!*"�,/*�&1*. *$�4*�%9<�,/*�.,7*$�'+���6. !*$�/*"
!#�&.11�,#4*# *�+#"�4*(�
#�# *�/.$�.,7*$�4*�!/.!�-*!�. $��0$�=** 
!/*"*�+#"�������/#%",(

��

�. -� 	������ "*,9# $*$� 6'!/� !/*'"� 9".-*",� . $� ,%99#"!(� � � *
	����<��."./<�6#"7,� ' �.�/#,9'!.1(� � �/*�.,7*$� '+� ,/*�&#%1$�%,*� F. 0,
9#,!� ' � ' $'3'$%.1� . $� 2"#%9� !".' ' 2� ,/*� $#*,� 6'!/� /#,9'!.1
9*",#  *1<�  #!' 2� J9*",# .1� *89*"'* &*,� 2#� .� 1#!� +%"!/*"� !/. 
". $#4�."!'&1*,(K

�:
� ��."./�.1,#� #!*$<� J ��6',/� '!�6.,�.� ,!#"-� !/.!�6.,

�
�G�!"%*����-*.",�.2#<�=%!<�% +#"!% .!*1-<���&# !' %*�!#�/*."�!/*,*
!/' 2,�!#$.-(K

��

�!/*",� !.17*$� .=#%!� !/*'"� #6 � *89*"'* &*,<� ' &1%$' 2� /#6� !/*'"
#6 � 3'&!'4'I.!'# � ' +#"4,� !/*'"� .$3#&.&-� +#"� #!/*"� 6#4* (� 	"#4
�.4<�.�,%"3'3#"�6/#�/.,�1# 2�$# *�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�6#"7�

�/#,*�#+�%,�!/.!�/.3*�,%++*"*$�!/*�.!"#&'!'*,� +"#4�#%"�9*"9,<� !/* 
.2.' �+"#4�!/*�,-,!*4,�6*�!%" *$�!#�+#"�9"#!*&!'# �. $�/*19<�="' 2
.� &1."'!-� . $�%"2* &-� !#� !/',� 6#"7� !/.!� ',� ,#� *,,* !'.1(� �/',� &1."'!-
. $�%"2* &-� ',�6/.!� 7**9,� %,� +#&%,*$� # � !/*� 3'&!'40,� 3'*6� #+� !/*
"*.1'!-�#+�1'3' 2�6'!/�!/*�7 #61*$2*�!/.!�$*.!/�',�*4' * !�. $�#%"
,%99#"!� ,-,!*4,� +"*D%* !1-� =*&#4*� 9."!� #+� !/*� &# $*4 .!'# 
9.".$*(� �%"� 3'*6� 7**9,� %,� +"#4� =*&#4' 2� =#22*$� $#6 � ' � !/*
"/*!#"'&� . $� !/*#"*!'&.1� 9#,!%"' 2� !/.!� ,#4*�  # �,%"3'3#"

                                                          
��( �#,!' 2�#+������<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�."(� <� ����A� @&#9-�# � +'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(�F. � #!*$�!/.!�,/*�/.$� *3*"� .4*$�!/*�/#,9'!.1�@.�4.C#"�# *
' ��/'&.2#A�J =*&.%,*���+'2%"*$�!/.!�!/*-�,/#%1$�=*�1'2/!�-*.",�=*!!*"� #6(K ��%�(��F. 0,
,!.!*4* !�!/.!�!/*� %",*�4.$*�/*"�+**1�J 1'7*���/.$�!#�C%,!'+-�6/-���$*,*"3*$�4*$'&.1
.!!* !'# K � ',� . � *8.491*� #+� �'I0,� #=,*"3.!'# � @$*"'3*$� +"#4� �'4� �&/*99*1*A� !/.!
3'#1* &*� ',� !"*.!*$� .,� J  #"4.!'3*1-� % *89*&!*$K � ".!/*"� !/. � !/*� #99#,'!*(
�# ,*D%* !1-<�3'&!'4,�1'7*�F. �J/.3*�!#�*891.' �6/-�!/*�3'#1* &*�/.99* *$�!#�!/*4(K
���
�����<� ��-��
  #!*� �<� .!� ���(� � ���
 ����
 �'4� �&/*99*1*<� ����
 ���
 "�����
 *�'��)
��,����.��
/��������
+���������	
0�1���
���
 ���
$�������
��
����<����
(G(�(����(��(����(
���<��Q��@�::�A(

�:( �#,!' 2�#+������<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@	*=(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(� ��."./�#++*"*$� F. �. # -4'!-<�=%!�F. �,.'$� '!�6.,�.11� "'2/!� !#
%,*�/*"�"*.1� .4*(

��( �#,!' 2�#+����::<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�."(� L<� ����A� @&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

10

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ ���

.$4' ',!".!#",� ="' 2� !#� !/*� ',,%*<� ' � 1'*%� #+� !/*� "*.1'!-� #+� 6#4* 

. $�&/'1$"* �$-' 2(

�/.!�,.'$<�6*�."*�,!'11�# 1-�.,�*++*&!'3*�.,�6*�."*�/*.1!/-(��.7*�&."*
#+�-#%",*1+<�+#"�'!�',�*,,* !'.1�!#�-#%"�6*11�=*' 2�. $�-#%"�6*11�=*' 2
',�*,,* !'.1�!#�!/#,*�1'3*,�-#%�."*�2#' 2�!#�!#%&/(��3*"-�!'4*�6*�/.3*
,#4*�9."!�#+�#%"�.=%,*�/',!#"-�".',*$�!#�,%"+.&*<�.,�' �!/*�# 2#' 2
/*.1!/� ',,%*,<� '!� "*4' $,� %,� !/.!� 6*� ."*� # � !/*� 1'+*!'4*� 91. � #+
/*.1' 2(��/',�.1,#�2'3*,�%,�!/*�' ,'2/!�!#�/*19�#!/*"�3'&!'4,�6'!/�!/',
% 3*'1' 2�9"#&*,,�. $�/#""#"� !/.!� &#4*,�6'!/� !/*�7 #61*$2*� !/.!
9"#&*,,�$#*,� #!�/.3*�. �* $(

�4=".&*�-#%"�. 2*"<�4.,,.2*�-#%"�,#%1�2* !1-<�. $�7 #6�!/.!�-#%
."*�-#%"�#6 �=*,!�.$3#&.!*�' �!/*�1'+*!'4*�/*.1' 2�91. (

��

	"#4�)."=.".<�. #!/*"�,%"3'3#"�. $����.$3#&.!*�

HG#%"�9#,!O�&.%,*$�4*�!#�!/' 7�.=#%!�!/*� ' C%"'*,���/.3*�"*&*'3*$
' � =*.!' 2,� =-� 4-� *8� . $� !/*� "*1.!'# ,/'9� !#� 4-� .11*"2'*,� . $
.,!/4.(

�*� 9*"+#".!*$� 4-� *."$"%4<� &.%,' 2� 4*� !#� /.3*� .� !/"**�/#%"
,%"2*"-<� 6/'&/� $'$ 0!� "*.11-� "*9.'"� '!(� �011� 9"#=.=1-<� .,� �� .2*<� 2#
9."!'.11-�#"�&#491*!*1-�$*.+(�� $�/*�,4.,/*$�4-� #,*<�,#���.4�,%"*
!/*� ,' %,� 9"#=1*4,� �� /.3*� ."*� "*1.!*$� !#� !/.!<� *3* � !/#%2/� !/*-
6*"*� "*9.'"*$� .,� 6*11� .,� .=1*� .11� !/#,*� -*.",� .2#(� �� 6# $*"� /#6
4. -� #!/*"� 6#4* � 6.17� ."#% $� 6'!/� 9*"4. * !� ' C%"'*,� . $
,%++*"' 2� &#  *&!*$� !#� =*.!' 2,� "*&*'3*$� =-� /%,=. $,� . $� *8�
/%,=. $,(��!� ',�,#�6"# 2�. $�2*!,�9".&!'&.11-� #�.'"�!'4*; '!� ',� #!
"*9#"!*$�' �!/*� *6,(

��

G*!� . #!/*"� ,%"3'3#"<� �1'&'.<� 9#' !*$� #%!� . � '49#"!. !<� /'$$* 
1*,,# �' �F. 0,�,!#"-�

�� 6#%1$� 1'7*� !#� "*4' $� *3*"-# *� !/.!�4' '4.1� =".' � $.4.2*� ',� .
3*"-�,!"# 2�9#,,'='1'!-� +#"�. -�6#4. �6/#�/.,�=** �"*9*.!*$1-�/'!
' � !/*� /*.$(� �!� ',� ,*1$#4� ,&"** *$� +#"<� =%!� &. � /.3*� $*3.,!.!' 2
&# ,*D%* &*,�+#"�6#4* �.,�!/*-�!"-�!#�"*&#3*"�+"#4�!/*'"�.=%,*(��!
&. � &.%,*� ,%=!1*� ,-49!#4,� !/.!� * 2* $*"� .� 1.&7� #+� "*,9*&!� 6/* 
6#4* � ,!"%221*� 6'!/� 4*4#"-� 9"#=1*4,� #"� $'++'&%1!-� 4.7' 2
$*&','# ,(� �� 6#%1$� .16.-,� !"-� !#� ."". 2*<� '+� +' . &'.11-� 9#,,'=1*<� .
,&"** ' 2�=-�.� *%"#9,-&/'.!"',!�+#"�!/*,*�',,%*,(

��

                                                          
��( �#,!' 2�#+�����L<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@	*=(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*

6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(�
#!*�/#6� !/',� 9#,!� !#%&/*,� ' $'"*&!1-� # � !/*� '49#"!. &*� #+
J 9".8',�� !/*� % '!-� #+� !/*#"-� . $� .&!'# (K � � ���
�����<� ��-��
  #!*� �<� .!� �Q(� � �.4
' $'&.!*,� /#6�  # �,%"3'3#",� ,#4*!'4*,� 1#,*� ,'2/!� #+� "*.1'!-� =-� =*&#4' 2� J =#22*$
$#6 � ' � !/*� "/*!#"'&� . $� !/*#"*!'&.1� 9#,!%"' 2(K � �#,!' 2� #+� ����L<� !#
+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @	*=(� �L<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(� ���
�1."*<������� #!*�L��. $�.&&#49. -' 2�!*8!(

��( �#,!' 2�#+����QL<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�."(� �<� ����A� @&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( �#,!' 2�#+����:�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@	*=(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*

11

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

��� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

F. <� !/*� #"'2' .1�  ."".!#"<� ,!"# 21-� .2"**$�6'!/� �1'&'.0,� &#44* !
.=#%!� =".' � ' C%"'*,� ' � .=%,*$� 6#4* <� . $� *89. $*$� # � /*"� #6 
,!#"-�

�0$�1'7*�9"#,*&%!#",�!#�% $*",!. $�!/.!�.�9*",# �6'!/�.�/*.$�' C%"-
4.-�"*4*4=*"�,#4*�9."!,�#+�!/*�' &'$* !�6*11�. $� #!�"*4*4=*"
#!/*"�9."!,� .!� .11(� �!� $#*, 0!�4*. � ,/*0,� 1-' 2(��-�4*$'&.1� "*&#"$
+"#4�!/*���<�.,�9'!'+%1�.,�'!�6.,<�6#%1$�/.3*�4.$*�'!�$'++'&%1!�.!�!"'.1
=*&.%,*�!/*�' +#�6.,�.11�6"# 2(

�/*� =*.!' 2� ,!."!*$� "'2/!� .+!*"� �� &.11*$� !/*� 9#1'&*� =*&.%,*� /*
"*+%,*$�!#�1*.3*(��/* ���6.,�.,7*$�' �!/*����6/.!�4-�/%,=. $�/'!
4*�6'!/<���,.'$�J !/*�!*1*9/# *(K ��/.!�6.,�!/*�1.,!�4*4#"-���/.$;
,**' 2�/'4�,!. $' 2�!/*"*�6'!/� !/*�9/# *(��.!*"<�6/* �4-� +.4'1-
.,7*$�4*�6/.!�/.99* *$<� �� ,!."!*$� !#�*891.' �. $� �� "*4*4=*"*$
!/.!�/*�/% 2�!/*�9/# *�%9�+'",!�. $�!/.!�/*�/'!�4*�6'!/�/',�+',!,(

�%"' 2�!/*�=*.!' 2<���&#%1$ 0!�,**�. -!/' 2<�,!'11�$# 0!�7 #6�6/-(��
6.,� !/' 7' 2� J/#6� .4� �� 2#' 2� !#� 9"#!*&!�4-,*1+� '+� �� &. 0!� ,**(K � �
"*4*4=*"*$�.�,!#"-���/*."$�.=#%!�.�6#4. �6/#�6.,�=*' 2�".9*$
=-�.�4. �!6'&*�/*"�,'I*�6/#�,!."!*$�='!' 2�/',� #,*�% !'1�/*�2#!�#++
#+�/*"(��/*�!/* �2#!�.6.-(��#4*/#6���2#!�/',�+' 2*"� ' �4-�4#%!/
. $�&/#49*$�$#6 �+#"�.�6/'1*(���$'$ 0!�"*4*4=*"�!/',�.!�.11(�	'3*
6**7,� 1.!*"<�6/* �/*� +#% $�#%!�/*�6.,�6. !*$� +#"� ,'491*�=.!!*"-
. $� #!�.!!*49!*$�4%"$*"<�.,�/*�*89*&!*$<�/*�&.11*$�. $� ,!."!*$
!/"*.!* ' 2�4*�.2.' (��*�!/* �,.'$�J -#%�$'$ 0!�/.3*�!#�='!*�4*(K
�,�,## �.,�/*�,.'$�'!<�!/',�6/#1*�9'*&*�&.4*�=.&7�' �.�+1.,/(�)%!�'+��
/.$�=** �.,7*$�=-�!/*�9#1'&*�#"�.�9"#,*&%!#"�'+���/.$�!#%&/*$�/'4
.!�.11<���6#%1$�/.3*�,.'$� #(��*11<���6#%1$�/.3*�!*,!'+'*$�% $*"�#.!/
!/.!���$'$ 0!�$#�.�!/' 2�!#�/'4(

�/* ���6.,�.,7*$�'+��0$�1#,!�&# ,&'#%, *,,<���,.'$� #<�*3* �!/#%2/��
6.,�/.3' 2�=1.&7�#%!,� ' � !/*���(� ��6.,� 3*"-<� 3*"-� &# +%,*$(� �!�6.,
1.!*"�6/* ���!"'*$�!#�9'*&*�!/*�!'4*�!#2*!/*"�+"#4�&.11' 2�:���% !'1
/*�1*+!<���"*.1'I*$�!/*"*�6.,�.�9"*!!-�='2�2.9<�!/.!���6.,�' �.�$'++*"* !
9#,'!'# � !/. � 6/* �4-� /*.$� /'!� !/*� ,!#3*<� . $� !/.!�4-� /%,=. $
/.$�9%!�/',�&#.!�# �. $�4-�,# 0,�&#.!�. $�,/#*,(��/',�6#%1$�/.3*
=** �.�='2�$',&"*9. &-(

�Q


."".!'3*�&. �.1,#�+#&%,�%,�# � *6�.,9*&!,�#+�.=%,*(��	#"�' ,!. &*<
1.6-*",�. $�1.6�!*.&/*",�!* $�!#�+#&%,�# �/#6�!/*�1*2.1�,-,!*4�+.'1,�!#
,/'*1$�6#4* � +"#4�.=%,*(� �)%!<� ' � +.&!<� !/*� ,'!%.!'# � ',� *3* �6#",*

                                                          
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

�Q( �#,!' 2�#+������<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�."(� <� ����A� @&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(��� �4#"*�!/. �!6* !-�-*.",�#+�$#' 2�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�6#"7<��
/.$� *3*"� !/#%2/!�.=#%!; #"�/*."$� . -# *�4* !'# ; !/*� ',,%*�#+�/#6� .� 3'&!'40,
/*.$�' C%"-�&#%1$�.++*&!�/*"�!*,!'4# -�. $�&"*$'='1'!-(���� #6�4.7*�!/',�9#' !�' �=#!/
4-��#4*,!'&��'#1* &*�&#%",*�. $�' �!".' ' 2,�+#"� 1.6-*",�. $�#!/*",(� ����
����� �����
 #!*,��:����. $�.&&#49. -' 2�!*8!�@'11%,!".!' 2�/#6�	������$',&%,,'# �+%"!/*"*$�4-
% $*",!. $' 2�#+�!/*�%,*�#+�,%'&'$*�. $�,%'&'$*�!/"*.!,�=-�.=%,*",A(

12

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ ��:

!/. �!/.!; .=%,*",�#+!* �,%&&**$�' �%,' 2�!/*�1*2.1�,-,!*4���
�
������
%,' 2�$*1.-<�+"'3#1#%,�4#!'# ,<�*89* ,*�. $�#!/*"�4*. ,�!#�4.' !.' 
&# !"#1�#3*"�6#4* �. $�&/'1$"* �1# 2�.+!*"�,*9.".!'# �. $�$'3#"&*(

�

�-".0,�,!#"-�'11%4' .!*,�!/',�9#' !�

�� .4� .� $#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� ,%"3'3#"� . $� +'",!� -*."� 1.6� ,!%$* !(� ��-
7'$,�6*"*�.=%,*$�=-�!/*'"�+.!/*"(��+!*"�.�"*,!".' ' 2�#"$*"�. $�!6#
-*.",� #+� ,%9*"3',*$� # 1-� 3','!,<� 4-� &/'1$"* �  #6� 3','!� !/*'"� +.!/*"
6'!/#%!�,%9*"3','# (��#�+."<�!/*-�/.3*� #!�*89*"'* &*$�. -�9/-,'&.1
3'#1* &*<� .1!/#%2/� !/*-� $#� "*9#"!� !/.!� 9,-&/#1#2'&.1� .=%,*
&# !' %*,(


#6�!/*'"�+.!/*"<�.+!*"�L�4# !/,�#+�% ,%9*"3',*$�3','!,<�/.,�,%*$�+#"
9."* !' 2� !'4*� !/.!� 6#%1$� .4#% !� !#� $*� +.&!#� C#' !� &%,!#$-<
.1!/#%2/���/.3*�,#1*� 1*2.1�. $�9/-,'&.1�&%,!#$-(��3*"-�+*6�4# !/,
!/',� 2%-� +'1*,� .�  *6� 4#!'# <� #3*"� 9."* !' 2� !'4*<� &/'1$� ,%99#"!<
2*!!' 2�.�2%."$'. �.$�1'!*4<�,%=9#* .' 2�4-�2".$*,�.!�,&/##1�. $
,#� # (� �1!/#%2/� #%"� 1'3*,� ."*� 4%&/� '49"#3*$�  #6<� �� +**1
9*"9*!%.11-� % $*"� ,'*2*(� �3*"-� !'4*� �� ,!."!� !#� "*1.8� ' !#� #%"�  *6
1'3*,<� !/*"*� ',� .�  *6� ,%=9#* .� .!� !/*� $##"(� �/*� 6/#1*� !/' 2� ',
+' . &'.11-�&#,!1-�. $�*4#!'# .11-�*8/.%,!' 2(� �� .4�.+".'$� !/',�2%-
6'11�/%"!�4-�7'$,�' �"*!.1'.!'# �'+�/*�&. 0!�2*!�/',�&# !"#1� **$,�4*!
!/"#%2/� !/*� &#%"!,<� ,#� �� +*."� . !.2# 'I' 2� !/*� 2%-<� =%!� '!� ',
'49#"!. !� +#"� 4*� . $� !/*� 7'$,� !#� /#1$� 4-� 2"#% $� . $� ' � !/*
&%""* !�&.,*�*,9*&'.11-<� #!�.11#6�/'4�!#�$',"%9!�!/*'"�1'3*,�+%"!/*"(
�/*-�/.3*�,!.='1'!-� #6�. $���6. !�!#�9"#!*&!�!/.!(

�L

                                                          
�& ���
���
�����<���-��
 #!*��<�.!��L��L:�@="'*+1-�$',&%,,' 2�!/',�9/* #4* # �' 

!/*�&# !*8!�#+�&%,!#$-A(

�L( �#,!' 2� #+�����<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�9"(� :<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(� ��-".� !/* �.,7*$�� J�/.!� &. � ��$#�.=#%!�. � .=%,'3*�*8�6/#
 #6�2*!,�!#�&# !' %*�/',�.=%,*�!/"#%2/�*8&*,,'3*�1'!'2.!'# UK ��%�&���/*�$'$� #!�2*!�.
1#!� #+� "*,9# ,*,(� ��#6*3*"<��1'&'.�6"#!*�� J �+� /*�6.,� !/*� # *�6/#� ,!."!*$� %,' 2� !/*
9/".,*� >9."* !' 2� !'4*<0� /*� ',� 1'7*1-� 2*!!' 2� /',� '$*.,� +"#4� !/*� +.!/*",0� "'2/!,
4#3*4* !(�G#%�4'2/!�6. !�!#�"*,*."&/�!/*4�. $�=*&#4*�+.4'1'."�6'!/�!/*'"�!.&!'&,
,#� !/.!� -#%� &. � %,*� !/*� .99"#9"'.!*� &#% !*"4*.,%"*,(K � � �#,!' 2� #+� ����:<� !#
+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�9"(� ��<� ����A(� � F*  '+*"<� .� 1.6-*"� 6/#� 6#"7,� +#"� .
$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�,/*1!*"<�"*,9# $*$�

�/* ���.4�6#"7' 2�6'!/�.�,%"3'3#"�*89*"'* &' 2�6/.!�-#%�/.3*�$*,&"'=*$<��
,**�'+���&. �,9*.7�6'!/�/*"�.!!#" *-�.=#%!�/#6�!#�=*2' �$*4# ,!".!' 2�!#�!/*
&#%"!� /#6� !/*� =.!!*"*"� ',� %,' 2� !/*� 1*2.1� ,-,!*4� !#� &# !' %*� !#� .=%,*� /',
9."! *"; $#� -#%� /.3*� . � .!!#" *-� !#� "*9"*,* !� -#%U� �/*"*� ',� ,#4*� 2"*.!
1. 2%.2*�' �!/*��)��9%=1'&.!'# ��!���
!���
��	
+���
�����2
+��������
�
+��
3�������
/��������
�
���
������
$�-����H.=#%!�/#6�=.!!*"*",�.=%,*�!/*�1'!'2.!'# 
9"#&*,,� !/"#%2/O� J +'1' 2�  %4*"#%,� &#%"!�4#!'# ,<� 3'#1.!' 2� *8',!' 2� &#%"!
#"$*",<� #"� /.".,,' 2� 3'&!'4,� $%"' 2� 1* 2!/H-O� &#%"!� 9"#&**$' 2,(� �/',
,!"%221*�!#�4.' !.' �&# !"#1�&. �"*,%1!�' �9"#!".&!*$�&%,!#$-�=.!!1*,<�#"�+.1,*
.11*2.!'# ,�#+�&"'4' .1�&# $%&!�#"�&/'1$�.=%,*�.2.' ,!�3'&!'4,(K
�/* ���&. �9#' !�!#�!/',�,#%"&*<�!/*�1.6-*"���.4�.!!*49!' 2�!#�*$%&.!*�',�1*,,
1'7*1-�!#�"*,#"!�!#�!/*�=*1'*+�!/.!���.4�C%,!�J ,9#%!' 2�+*4' ',!�4. �/.!' 2�=(,(K

�#,!' 2� #+� ���Q�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�9"(� ��<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������ ."&/'3*A(� � ���
 ����� �*=#"./� �#*14. � *!� .1(<� !���
 !���
 ���	
 +���
 �����2
+��������
���
+��
3�������
/��������
���
������
$�-���
��9$+�@1.,!�3','!*$�	*=(�<�����A<

13

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

�:� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����


*."1-�.�-*."�. $�.�/.1+�1.!*"<��-".�$*,&"'=*$�/*"�*89*"'* &*�!"-' 2
!#�2*!� 1.6-*",� . $� C%$2*,� !#� !.7*� ,*"'#%,1-� /*"�=.!!*"*",0� %,*� #+� !/*
9#,!�$'3#"&*� 1'!'2.!'# � 9"#&*,,� !#� &# !' %*� !/*'"� &# !"#1� . $
#99"*,,'# �!#6."$�3'&!'4,�

�#,!�$*&"**� 1'!'2.!'# � ',� .� 3*"-� 6'$*,9"*.$� 9"#=1*4� . $� '!� ',
/#""'=1*� !#� !/' 7� .=#%!� /#6� #+!* � $#4*,!'&� "*1.!'# ,� 1.6-*",
&#11%$*�6'!/�=.!!*"*",�!#�&# !' %*�!/*'"�.=%,*(����.4�.�,%"3'3#"<�!##<
. $�/.3*�*89*"'* &*$�-*.",�#+�.=%,'3*� 1'!'2.!'# (��-� +'",!� .!!#" *-
@+#"�!/*�+'",!�!6#�-*.",A�C%,!�+#1$*$�. $�6.,�&#491*!*1-�=%11'*$�@=%!
,!'11� *89* ,'3*A(� �/*� #99#,' 2� .!!#" *-� $'$� *3*"-!/' 2� +"#4
,&#"&/*$� *."!/� $',&#3*"-� !#� ,'491-� !-' 2� %9� 4-� 1.6-*"0,� &#9-' 2
4.&/' *(����+' .11-�+'"*$�!/',�1.6-*"�6/* �,/*�.,7*$�4*�/#6���&#%1$
/.3*�,!.-*$�,#�1# 2�6'!/�4-�.=%,*"�. $�J$# *�!/.!K �!#�4-�7'$,(���-
,*&# $� .!!#" *-� "*&#2 'I*$� !/*� #99# * !0,� !.&!'&,� '44*$'.!*1-<
=%!�'!�,!'11�!##7�/'4�!6#�-*.",�!#�2*!�!/*�C%$2*�!#�!/%49�4-�*8(��*
/#9*�6*0"*�$# *�+#"�.�6/'1*(��/*"*�',�.�6#4. �' �# *�#+�4-�H1.6
,&/##1O�&1.,,*,�6/#�/.,�=** �$*.1' 2�6'!/�.=%,'3*�1'!'2.!'# � #6�+#"
,*3* �-*.",<�. $�,/*0,�/.$�+#%"�.!!#" *-,(

��

                                                          
������1��
���/!!9���666(#C9(%,$#C(2#3�#3&�9%=1'&.!'# ,�' +#"*,�*!*$3�*!*$39$+(

��( �#,!' 2�#+������<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�*9!(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(� � �%"' 2� 	.11� �*4*,!*"� ����<� �-".� !##7� 	.4'1-� �.6(� � �/*
,/."*$�6'!/�	������!/*�+"%,!".!'# �!/.!�,/*�. $�#!/*",�' �!/*�&1.,,�*89*"'* &*$�

�%"' 2�!/*�1.,!����4' %!*,�#+� +.4'1-� 1.6�&1.,,� !/',�4#" ' 2�!/*�+*4.1*�9"#+
=*2. �#%"�J $',&%,,'# K �=-�.  #% &' 2�!/.!�4* �."*�=.!!*"*$<�!##<�=%!�!/*"*
."* 0!�4. -�#9!'# ,�+#"�!/*4<� .4' 2�.,�. �*8.491*�. �
)��91.-*"�6/#�6.,
J =.!!*"*$(K � �� !"'*$� !#� /#1$� 4-,*1+� !#2*!/*"� *4#!'# .11-� 6/'1*� &#% !*"' 2
6/.!� ,/*� ,.'$(� �/* � !/*� $',&%,,'# � !%" *$� !#� 6/.!� 7' $� #+� #9!'# ,� . 
.!!#" *-�,/#%1$�,%22*,!�!#�.�=.!!*"*$�6#4. (��*3*".1�+#17,�' �!/*�&1.,,�6*"*
7 #61*$2*.=1*�.=#%!�"*,!".' ' 2�#"$*"�9"#&*,,*,�. $�6/.!�,/*1!*",�9"#3'$*<
=%!�4#,!�*3*"-# *�6.,�+#&%,' 2�# �6/.!�+*6�#9!'# ,�!/*"*�"*.11-�."*�. $�/#6
!/*� 1*2.1� #9!'# ,� $# 0!� "*.11-� 6#"7� !/.!� 6*11(� �+!*"� �� 4* !'# *$� !/*� 2% 
9"#3','# � ' � !/*� ����<� !/*� 9"#+� ,.'$<� J�., 0!� !/*� ����� $*&1."*$
% &# ,!'!%!'# .1UK ���*�6*"*�.11�,/.7' 2�#%"�/*.$,�. $�,.-' 2� #�6/'1*� ,/*
6.,�&/'$' 2�%,�+#"� #!�"*.$' 2�#%"� ,%991*4* !.1�4.!*"'.1(�	' .11-<� !/*�9"#+
2#!�."#% $�!#�!/*�9#' !�,/*�6. !*$�!#�4.7*<�6/'&/�6.,�7'11' 2�!/*�=.!!*"*"�',
 #!�. �#9!'# (��*11<�.,�4-����-*."�#1$�#+!* �,.-,<�J $%/(K
�.!*"���3','!*$�!/*�9"#+�!#�!.17�.=#%!�4-�&# &*" ,�. $�,/*�*891.' *$�!/.!�6*
"*.11-�$# 0!�/.3*�!'4*�!#�$',&%,,�6/.!�,/*�,**,�.,�9#1'&-�',,%*,�' �.�+.4'1-�1.6
&1.,,(� �/*� ,.'$� !/*� $#4*,!'&� "*1.!'# ,� .!!#" *-� ',� C%,!�  #!� 2#' 2� !#� /.3*� !#
$*.1�6'!/�=.!!*"*$�6#4* �!/.!�#+!* (�H�-".�.$$*$�,."&.,!'&.11-�O��7(

�#,!' 2�#+������:<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�*9!(���<�����A� @&#9-�# � +'1*�6'!/
	������ ."&/'3*A(� � ���� ? '!*$� �!.!*,� 3(� �#""',# <� �:� ?(�(� :�� @����A� @$*&1."' 2
% &# ,!'!%!'# .1� !/*� &'3'1� "'2/!,� "*4*$-� #+� !/*� �'#1* &*� �2.' ,!� �#4* � �&!
@J����K A<�Q��?(�(�(�V���:��<�=%!�1*.3' 2�' �!.&!�.11�#!/*"�9."!,�#+�!/*�1.6<�' &1%$' 2
9"#3','# ,�"*D%'"' 2�+%11�+.'!/�. $�&"*$'!�+#"�9"#!*&!'# �#"$*",<����?(�(�(�V���L<�. $
9"#!*&!'# ,�+#"�=.!!*"*$�'44'2". !�6#4* <���?(�(�(�V���Q@.A@�A@�A@'''AA(

�/* ��-".�4* !'# *$�!/*�J 2% �9"#3','# �' �����<K �,/*�6.,�9"#=.=1-�"*+*""' 2�!#
.�1.!*"�1.6<�!/*��.%!* =*"2��4* $4* !�#+��::L<����?(�(�(�V�:��@2A@:A�@�%99(��::�A<
6/'&/� 9"#/'='!,� 2% � 9#,,*,,'# � =-� 9*#91*� 6/#� /.3*� =** � &# 3'&!*$� #+� .
4',$*4*. #"�&"'4*�#+�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*(

�� &#%91*�#+�6**7,� 1.!*"<��-".� "*9#"!*$� !/.!� ,/*� . $� #!/*",� .!� /*"� 1.6� ,&/##1� /.$
#"2. 'I*$� .� ,*"'*,� #+� ��� 9"*,* !.!'# ,� # � &.49%,� . $� !/.!� ,*3*".1� 9"#+*,,#",

14

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ �:�

� #!/*"� &#44# � &# !"#1� !.&!'&� ."*� =.!!*"*",0� !/"*.!,� #+� ,%'&'$*(
�3* � =*+#"*� "*&* !� ,!%$'*,� ,/#6*$� !/.!� ,%'&'$*� !/"*.!,� ."*� .� 7*-
' $'&.!#"� #+� 1*!/.1'!-<

��
� ,%"3'3#",� # � 	������ /*19*$�4*� % $*",!. $

!/',(���1'&'.�,.'$�

�/* �4-� *8�6.,� =*' 2� /',�4#,!� !/"*.!* ' 2� !#�4*� @.14#,!� $.'1-
!/"*.!,�!#�7'11�4*A<�/*�.1,#�6.,�!/"*.!* ' 2�!#�/."4�/'4,*1+� �@. $
*3* �/.$�.�!* !.!'3*�91. A<�,#���,!.-*$�6'!/�/'4�.�-*."�1# 2*"�!/. ��
' !* $*$�!#�=*&.%,*���6.,�3*"-�&# &*" *$�!/.!�/*�4'2/!�&.""-�#%!
/',� !/"*.!(� �/* *3*"� 4-� &1'* !,� !*11� 4*� !/.!� !/*'"� .=%,*"� /.,
!/"*.!* *$�,%'&'$*���1*!�!/*4�7 #6�!/.!�!/*'"�$. 2*"�1*3*1�',�D%'!*
,*3*"*(��+!*"�.11<� '+�# *�/.,�1#,!�/#9*�!/* �!/*"*�',� #!/' 2�!#�1#,*
=-�!.7' 2�#!/*",�6'!/�/'4�. $�.�2"*.!�$*.1�#+�,.!',+.&!'# �+#"�!/#,*
6/#�."*�3* 2*+%1(

�:

                                                          
@#=3'#%,1-� ���� ' &1%$' 2� !/',� +.4'1-� 1.6� 9"#+*,,#"A� /.$� *89"*,,*$� ' !*"*,!*$� ' 
!*.&/' 2�.� ,*4' ."�# �$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*(� � �/*� .&.$*4'&�$*. �6.,� .1,#� *89"*,,' 2
,%99#"!(��� �=*/.1+�#+�!/*�' !*"*,!*$�9"#+*,,#",<��-".�!/* �.,7*$�+#"�,-11.='�+"#4�1.6
,&/##1� $#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� &#%",*,(� � �#,!' 2� #+�����:<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4
@�&!(��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

�*3*".1�	�����<�' &1%$' 2�4*<�,* !�/*"�,-11.='<�. $�6'!/�/*"�9*"4',,'# ���+#"6."$*$
/*"�"*D%*,!�!#�!/*����1' '&�1',!,*"3*(��� �"*,9# ,*<��-".�. $�!/*�9"#+*,,#",�"*&*'3*$
*3* �4#"*� ,-11.='(� � �/',� ',� &# ,',!* !� 6'!/� !/*� ' &"*$'=1*� 2* *"#,'!-� !/.!� ',<� ' �4-
*89*"'* &*<�.�/.114."7�#+�4#,!�+*4' ',!�1',!,*"3*,(

� � .� 1.!*"� *4.'1<� �-".� !#1$� 4*� !/.!� /*"� ,&/##10,� �#4* 0,� �.6� �.%&%,� 6#%1$� =*
9"*,* !' 2�.�,*"'*,�#+�,'8�6**71-�9"*,* !.!'# ,<�!/"**�# �$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�. $�!/"**
# �,*8%.1�.,,.%1!(���4.'1�+"#4��-".�!#��.!/1** ��.'!,<�.%!/#"�@
#3(��:<�����<����Q�
���A�@# �+'1*�6'!/�.%!/#"A(���/*� #!*$�!/.!�!6#�#+�!/*�,9*.7*",�."*�	������4*4=*",(
%�&
�/*�. $�#!/*"�,!%$* !,�91.  *$�!#�9"*,* !�.�9*!'!'# �!#�/*"�,&/##10,�&%""'&%1%4
&#44'!!**<�.,�*3'$* &*�!/.!�!/*"*�6.,�.$*D%.!*�,!%$* !�' !*"*,!� ' �&#%",*,�# �=#!/
$#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� . $� ,*8%.1� .,,.%1!(� � %�&
 
�/*� ,!%$* !,�6*"*� .1,#� $*4. $' 2� !/.!
!/*,*�!#9'&,�=*�.$*D%.!*1-�&#3*"*$�' �#!/*"�&#%",*,�1'7*��"'4' .1��.6(��%�&

�-".�.1,#
,.'$<� J �,� .� +##! #!*<� �� 6#%1$� 1'7*� -#%� !#� 7 #6� !/.!� �03*� 2.' *$� ' 3.1%.=1*
*89*"'* &*; +'",!� 3#1% !**"' 2� . $� #6�/.3*� .� &# ,%1!' 2� C#=;/.3' 2� !#� $#�6'!/
,%9*"3',*$�3','!.!'# ; .11� !/. 7,� !#� H. #!/*"�	������4*4=*"� ' ��-".0,� &'!-O(K � � %�&
�����������."!����(��@	������.,�&-=*"&#44% '!-A(

��( �!%$'*,� ,/#6' 2� !/.!� . � .=%,*"0,� !/"*.!,� #+� ,%'&'$*� ' $'&.!*� .� /*'2/!* *$
$*2"**�#+�"',7�!#����
�������.,�6*11�.,�!#�/'4,*1+(�������."#1- ��*=*&&.�)1#&7�*!�.1(<���
�������
!����'�
0�����
$��#
����	
$��#
���
�������
%�4��	
��
3����
��
%�������
/�������)
�
�����1�������
 $�������
 ���4���
 (��
 $�-���
 �:�� @1.,!� 3','!*$� �9"(� �:<� ����A<� ������1��
 ��
/!!9���666('&C'.(,!.!*('1(%,�9%=1'&�9$+�&6/",�&6/",(9$+(� � J�/*!/*"� #"�  #!� H. 
.=%,*"O� /.$� >*3*"0� !/"*.!* *$� #"� .!!*49!*$� !#� &#44'!� ,%'&'$*� 6.,� ,'2 '+'&. !1-
"*1.!*$� !#�6/*!/*"�#"� #!� !/*�6#4. �/.$�*89*"'* &*$�.!� 1*.,!�# *� ' &'$* !� ' � !/*
9.,!�-*."�!/.!�' 3#13*$�=*' 2�=*.!* �%9<�&/#7*$<�#"�6#",*(K ��%�&

�:( �#,!' 2�#+��L<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�*&(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(� � �� +*6�4# !/,� .+!*"� !/',� *8&/. 2*<� �� 6.,� 2'3' 2� .� !".' ' 2
,*,,'# � . $� 4* !'# *$� !/"*.!,� #+� ,%'&'$*� .,� . � '49#"!. !� "',7� +.&!#"<�  #!' 2� !/.!
.=%,*",�,#4*!'4*,����7'11�!/*4,*13*,<�. $�!/.!�,#4*!'4*,�!/*-�$#�,#�6'!/#%!�7'11' 2
#!/*",(� � � �6#"7' 2�6'!/� .� 3'&!'4�6/#,*� .=%,*"� ',� !/"*.!* ' 2� ,%'&'$*<� . � .$3#&.!*
4%,!�  #!� # 1-� .&7 #61*$2*� !/.!� !/*� 3'&!'4� ',� +.&' 2� ' &"*.,*$� "',7(� � �/*� .$3#&.!*
4%,!�.1,#�/*19�!/*�3'&!'4�"*.1'I*�!/.!�,/*�',� #!�"*,9# ,'=1*�+#"�/',�1'+*; !/.!� #�# *
&. �9"*3* !�,#4*# *�*1,*�+"#4�7'11' 2�/'4,*1+(���!�!/*� *8!�="*.7�' �!/*�!".' ' 2<�. 
*89*"'* &*$�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�.$3#&.!*� !/. 7*$�4*� +#"�4* !'# ' 2� !/*�9#,,'='1'!-
!/.!�=.!!*"*",�4.-�&#44'!�,%'&'$*(���*"�#6 �=.!!*"*"�/.$�7'11*$�/'4,*1+� ' �+"# !�#+
/*"<�' �.�6.-�!/.!�,!'11�/.% !*$�/*"�4#"*�!/. �.�$*&.$*�1.!*"(��/*�,.'$�!/.!�!".' ' 2,
#+!* �$',&%,,�4%"$*"�,%'&'$*<�=%!�!/.!�,/*�/.$� *3*"�=*+#"*�/*."$�.�!".' *"�4* !'# 

15

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

�:� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

�%"3'3#",0�  ."".!'3*,� # � 	������ ."*� *8.491*,� #+� !/*� J >="#.$0
$*,&"'9!'# ,� #+� =.!!*"' 2K � 4* !'# *$� ' � �'I0,� =##7(� � �/*-� ."*
J$*,&"'9!'# ,� !/.!� .!!*49!� !#� &.9!%"*� ' !*""*1.!*$� .,9*&!,� #+
&#*"&'# <�9#6*"�. $�&# !"#1�. $�."*� #!�1'4'!*$�!#�9/-,'&.1�.=%,*(K

��

 & ���������'
(���������

�. -� 	������ 9."!'&'9. !,<� ' &1%$' 2� ,*3*".1� #+� '!,� 4#,!� .&!'3*
4*4=*",<�.$3#&.!*�+#"�=.!!*"*$�6#4* �*3*"-�$.-(���/*'"�9#,!,�,/#6
!/*�9"#2"*,,�!/.!�/.,�=** �4.$*�=-�!/*�=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�4#3*4* !
. $�/#6�+."�6*�,!'11�/.3*�!#�2#(���/*,*�9#,!,�'11%4' .!*�4. -�#+��'I0,
&* !".1�!/*4*,(��� �!/',��."!���+'",!�9"*,* !�.�2"#%9�#+�9#,!,�. $�!/* 
!'*�!/*4�!#2*!/*"�6'!/��'I0,�'$*.,(

�/*� +#11#6' 2� 9#,!� 6.,� ,* !� =-� �*1* <� .� ,%"3'3#"� . $� 9.,,'# .!*
$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�@J��KA�.$3#&.!*<�.!�������' � !/*�4#" ' 2<�% $*"
!/*�/*.$' 2�J�##$��'=*,�
**$*$K �

�.!*"�!#$.-<�# *�#+�4-�4#,!�,*"'#%,�&.,*,�2#*,�!#�!"'.1(��04�,1**91*,,
=*&.%,*� �04� 6#""'*$� .=#%!� !/*� C%$2*� /*."' 2� !/*� &.,*(� �+� !/*
$*+* $. !�6*"*�. -# *�#!/*"�!/. �.�&#9<���6#%1$ 0!�=*�6#""'*$�.!
.11(

��
��*"*0,�!/*�,!#"-�

�/*�6#4. <��011�&.11�/*"��**<�$*&'$*$�!#�* $�/*"�"*1.!'# ,/'9�6'!/
/*"�&#9�=#-+"'* $<��011�&.11�/'4�)#=(�)#=�',�% /.99-(�)#=�&#4*,�!#
�**0,� .9."!4* !� ' � !/*�4'$$1*� #+� !/*�  '2/!� . $� =*2' ,� !#� ,/##!
' !#�/*"�6' $#6,(��*�,/##!,�.!�1*.,!�!6#�=%11*!,�' �*.&/�6' $#6�. $
,/##!,�' !#�!/"**�$'++*"* !�6' $#6,(

�**� 6.7*,� %9� . $� =*2' ,� !#� "% � ."#% $� !/*� .9."!4* !� !"-' 2� !#
+'2%"*�#%!�6/-�21.,,�',�="*.7' 2�.11�."#% $�/*"<� #!�% $*",!. $' 2
!/.!�,/#!,�."*�=*' 2�+'"*$(��/*�"% ,�!#�!/*�+"# !�$##"�. $�#9* ,�'!(
)#=�',�,!. $' 2�!/*"*�6'!/�/',�2% �#%!(��*�1.!*"�!*11,��**�!/.!�'!�/.$
C.44*$� . $� 6#%1$�  #!� +'"*� . -4#"*(� �*� $# 0!� 7 #6� 6/.!� /*
4'2/!� /.3*� $# *� '+� !/*� 2% �6.,�6#"7' 2(� �**� $#*, 0!� "*9#"!� !/',
=*&.%,*�/*�',�.�&#9�. $�/.,�9"*3'#%,1-�6#"7*$�' �/*"�$',!"'&!(

	#"�,*3*".1�6**7,<�,/*�!"'*,�!#�2*!�)#=�!#�,**�!/.!�'!0,�=*!!*"�'+�!/*-
="*.7�%9(�)#=� C%,!� 7**9,� # � 1'7*� ,/*� /.$ 0!� ,.'$� .� !/' 2(� 	' .11-<
,/*� !*11,� /'4� .2.' � !/.!� '!0,� #3*"(� )%!� !/* � ,/*� !*11,� /'4� !/.!� ,/*
7*9!�!/*�,/*11�&.,' 2,�+"#4�!/*� '2/!�/*�,/#!�%9�/*"�/#%,*�. $�,/*
6'11�2'3*�!/*4�!#�!/*�9#1'&*�'+�/*�$#*, 0!�1*.3*�/*"�.1# *(

��+*6� '2/!,�1.!*"<�,/*�&#4*,�/#4*�!#�+' $�#%!�!/.!�/*"�.9."!4* !
/.,� =** � !#"&/*$(��*"� ��� -*."� #1$� 1. $1.$-� 6/#� 1'3*$� .=#3*� /*"
6.,� /#4*� .,1**9� .!� !/*� !'4*(� �**0,� ,',!*"� . $�  *9/*6� 6*"*� .1,#

                                                          
!/*�9#,,'='1'!-�#+�.�9*"9*!".!#"0,�,!. $�.1# *�,%'&'$*(

��( ���
�����<���-��� #!*��<�.!�QL(

��( �!0,� .� ,'2 � #+� 9"#2"*,,� !/.!� �*1* � ,.-,� ,/*� 6#%1$ 0!� =*� 6#""'*$� '+� !/*
9*"9*!".!#"�/.$ 0!�=** �.�9#1'&*�#++'&*"(

16

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ �:�

/#4*�' �!/*�.9."!4* !�.=#3*�!/.!(��/*-�2#!�#%!�,.+*1-<� #�!/. 7,
!#�!/*�.",# ',!(��'"!%.11-�*3*"-!/' 2� ',�$*,!"#-*$(��/*�,/*11�&.,' 2,
6*"*�' �.�1'!!1*�=.,7*!�# �/*"�$"*,,*"(��!�',�# *�#+�!/*�+*6�!/' 2,� #!
=%" *$�%9� ' � !/*� +'"*(� �/*� ,/*11� &.,' 2� ."*�  #!� # 1-�4',,' 2<� !/*
.",# �' 3*,!'2.!#"�,'+!*$�!/"#%2/�!/*�$*="',�. $�$'$ 0!�+' $�4*1!*$
4*!.1�*'!/*"(��444(

�/*�9#1'&*�6*"*� #!� .=1*� !#�91.&*�)#=� .!� !/*� ,&* *�#+� !/*� .",# (

#!�*3* ���&. �,%22*,!�!/.!�!/*-�/.$�* #%2/�!#�.""*,!�)#=�# �!/*
.",# (

�#6*3*"<� 6/* � !/*-� .,7� �**� 6/#� 6#%1$� /.3*� $# *� !/',� !#� /*"
.9."!4* !<� ,/*�  .4*,� )#=� . $� !*11,� !/*4� .=#%!� !/*� ,/##!' 2(
?1!'4.!*1-<�!/*�9#1'&*�."*�.=1*�!#�$'2�,1%2,�#%!�#+�!/*�6.11�. $�!/*-
."*�.�=.11',!'&,�4.!&/�!#�)#=0,�$%!-�6*.9# RR�)#=�',�&/."2*$�6'!/�.
3*"-� ,*"'#%,� +*1# -<� .22".3.!*$� $',&/."2*� #+� .� +'"*."4<� 6/'&/� ',
=.,'&.11-�+'"' 2�.�6*.9# �' !#�. �#&&%9'*$�=%'1$' 2(

�/*� ,/##!' 2� &.,*� ',� .� 2"*.!� &.,*� *3'$* &*�6',*(�
#!�# 1-�$#� !/*-
/.3*� /*"� !*,!'4# -� . $� /*"� ,',!*"0,� @,/*� 1##7*$� #%!� !/*� 6' $#6
6/* � ,/*� /*."$� 2% +'"*� . $� ,.6� )#=� ' � +"# !� #+� !/*� /#%,*<
.1!/#%2/�,/*�$'$ 0!�,**�!/*�2% A<�!/*"*�',�.1,#�!/*�!*,!'4# -�#+�!/*
#6 *"�#+�!/*�2% �,/#9�6/*"*�)#=�!##7�!/*�2% �!#�=*�"*9.'"*$�!/*
 *8!�$.-(��/*�.",# �' 3*,!'2.!#"�',�2"*.!�. $�/*�"*.11-�6. !,�!#� .'1
)#=(

�#�6/-� .4� ��6#""'*$U� �)*&.%,*� �� 7 #6� +"#4�*89*"'* &*� !/.!� !/',
C%$2*� *3*"�+' $,�&#9,�2%'1!-�#+�&"'4' .1���<� #�4.!!*"�/#6�2##$
!/*�*3'$* &*(���. -�!'4*,<��03*�,** �/'4�',,%*�#"$*",�#+�9"#!*&!'# (
�*�# &*� !#1$�.�9"#,*&%!#"<�6/#� !/* � !#1$�4*<� !/.!�/*� !/#%2/!� '!
6.,� % +.'"� +#"� .� &#9� !#� 1#,*� /',� C#=� #3*"� $3(� �*� +*1!� !/.!� /*� 6.,
$#' 2�"'2/!�=-�!/*�3'&!'4�!#�2'3*�/*"�. �#"$*"�#+�9"#!*&!'# (�� �/',
4' $<�C%,!'&*�6.,�$# *(

� � !/',� &.,*<� /*� /.,� 4.$*� .� +*6� "*4."7,� !/.!� /.3*� 6#""'*$� !/*
9"#,*&%!#"(��."!'&%1."1-�!/.!�*."1-�' �!/*�&.,*�!/*�$*+* ,*�.,7*$�+#"
!/*�"*,!"'&!'# �# �)#=�9#,,*,,' 2�.�2% �=*� 1'+!*$�,#� !/.!�/*�&#%1$
2#�=.&7�# �9.-�,!.!%,�6'!/�!/*�$*9!(�. $�!/*�C%$2*�.2"**$�!#�1'+!�!/*
"*,!"'&!'# ; # � .� +*1# -� &.,*� ' 3#13' 2� !/*� %,*� #+� !/*� 3*"-� ,.4*
6*.9# R� �',� &#44* !,� /.$� !#� $#� 6'!/� )#=�  #!� /.3' 2� =** 
&# 3'&!*$� -*!� ,#� 6/-� ,/#%1$� /*� =*� $*9"'3*$� #+� /',� 1'3' 2(
	#"!% .!*1-<�6*�/.$�2#!!* �. �#"$*"�#+�9"#!*&!'# �' �&'3'1�&#%"!�!#
2*!�/',�2% ,�!.7* �.6.-�=*+#"*�!/*�&"'4' .1�&.,*�6.,�+'1*$(��/*�&'3'1
&#%"!�C%$2*�"*+%,*$�!#�1*!�)#=�/.3*�/',�2% ,�=.&7(

�+�)#=�',�&# 3'&!*$<�/*�6'11� #!�# 1-�1#,*�/',�C#=�. $� *3*"�=*�.=1*
!#�6#"7�.,�.�&#9�.2.' <�/*�6'11�1#,*�/',�9* ,'# �.,�6*11(��/',�+.&!�/.,
=** �4* !'# *$�=-�!/*�C%$2*�!##(

���&.,*,�' 3#13' 2�&#9,�."*�,#�/."$�=*&.%,*�!/*"*�."*�.16.-,�C%$2*,
@. $�#!/*",A�6/#�6. !�!#�9"#!*&!�!/*4(��#,!�#+�!/*�!'4*<���"*4' $
4-,*1+� !/.!� ,%&&*,,� 4*. ,� !/.!� #%"� &1'* !,� ."*� ,.+*"� . $� =*!!*"

17

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

�:Q F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

' +#"4*$<� #!� !/.!� !/*� .=%,*"�6.,� &# 3'&!*$� #"�6/.!*3*"� . #!/*"
9"#2".4�4'2/!�1##7�!#�.,�,'2 ,�#+�,%&&*,,(

��

�/"**�$.-,�1.!*"<��*1* �6"#!*�

�*03*�2#!!* �!/"#%2/� !/*�,!.!*0,�&.,*<�6/'&/�6.,�3*"-� ,!"# 2(��/*
9/-,'&.1�*3'$* &*�',�&1*."(��/*�&# +%,'# �' �!/*�&.,*� ',�$%*� !#� !/*
3'&!'4� #!�"*9#"!' 2�'!<�=%!�.,�,/*�!*,!'+'*$<�,/*�6.,�.+".'$�!#�&.11�!/*
9#1'&*�=*&.%,*�/*����!/*�9#1'&*(��/*�$*+* ,*�.1,#�/."9*$�# �!/*�+.&!
!/.!�,/*�/.$�,*8�6'!/�/'4�.+!*"�!/*�,/##!' 2<�6'!/�/*"�,!.!' 2�!/.!
,/*� $'$� '!� !#� &.14� /'4� $#6 (� �/*� $*+* ,*� &#%1$ 0!� ,**4� !#
% $*",!. $�!/*�$'++*"* &*�=*!6** �/*"�,!.!*4* !�!#�!/*�9#1'&*�!/.!
/*�$'$ 0!�+#"&*�/*"�@'(*(<�$'$ 0!�!/"*.!* �/*"�#"�!.7*�/*"�=-�+#"&*A
. $�/*"�,!.!*4* !�!/.!�,/*�$'$ 0!�6. !�!#�$#�'!(

�/*�&"#,,�6.,�="%!.1(��/*�6#",*�D%*,!'# �.,7*$��J�/* �6.,�!/*�1.,!
!'4*� -#%� /.$� ,*8� 6'!/� .� 4. � -#%� 6*"*� .+".'$� #+(K � �/*� C%$2*
,%,!.' *$�!/.!�6'!/#%!�!/*�9"#,*&%!#"�#=C*&!' 2(�)%!�!/.!�2'3*,�-#%
.�&1%*�/#6� !/*�$*+* ,*�.!!#" *-�6.,�.&!' 2(��/*�&#9�6.,�4.""'*$
6/'1*� ,/*� 6.,� $.!' 2� /'4� . $� !/*� $*+* ,*� 1.6-*"� *3* � /.$� !/*
 *"3*�!#�.,7�/*"�6/.!�,/*�6.,�*89*&!' 2�+"#4�!/*�"*1.!'# ,/'9(���/*
6/#1*�!/' 2�6.,�,1*.I-(

�/*�=*,!�4#4* !�&.4*�.+!*"�!/*�$*+* ,*�6.,�!"-' 2�!#�,%22*,!�!/.!
,/*� /.$� +'"*$� !/*� ,/#!,� ' � !/*� =%'1$' 2� /*",*1+� ' � ,#4*� 7' $� #+
=1.&74.'1�91#!(��*�7*9!�/."9' 2�# �!/*�+.&!�!/.!�,/*�/.$�.991'*$�!#
=*�.� &#9�9"'#"� !#� !/',� ' &'$* !(��*� .,7*$�/*"� '+� ,/*� 7 *6�/#6� !#
/. $1*�.�2% <�,/*�,.'$� #(��/* �/*�.,7*$�,."&.,!'&.11-<�J�*11<�/#6
$'$� -#%� !/' 7� -#%� 6*"*� 2#' 2� !#� =*� .� 9#1'&*� #++'&*"� '+� -#%� $# 0!
7 #6� /#6� !#� ,/##!� .� 2% (K � �/*� 9##"� !*""'+'*$� 6#4. � 1##7*$
9%II1*$�. $�,.'$�J6*11(�(�(�(�(��!/#%2/!�!/*�$*9."!4* !�6#%1$�!*.&/
4*�/#6�!#�+'"*�.�2% (K

�/',� $*+* ,*� .!!#" *-� ',� 3*"-� *89*"'* &*$� =%!� /*� ,**4*$� !#� =*
D%'!*�".!!1*$�. $�4.$*�4. -�4',!.7*,�!/.!�6#%1$�,*"'#%,1-�&#,!�/'4
' �+"# !�#+�. #!/*"�C%$2*(�� *�#+�!/*�4. -�4',!.7*,�/*�4.$*�6.,
!#� ".',*� !/*�/',!#"-�#+� 3'#1* &*�9"'#"� !#� !/*� ,/##!' 2� . $� !/* � !#
'491-�!/.!�,/*�6.,�,%' 2�/'4�' �&'3'1�&#%"!� +#"�='2�=%&7,<�6/* �.11
!/.!� ',�9* $' 2�',�. �#"$*"�#+�9"#!*&!'# �9"#&**$' 2<� ' �6/'&/�6*
."*�,**7' 2�"*'4=%",*4* !�+#"�!/*�+'"*�$.4.2*(

? +#"!% .!*1-� +#"� /'4<� /*� #9* *$� !/*� $##"� !#� 4. -� !/' 2,<
' &1%$' 2�!/*�+.&!�!/.!�!/*�&#9�/.,�,*3*".1�!'4*,�#++*"*$�!#�9.-�!/*
3'&!'4�W��<����"*'4=%",*4* !�@!/*�.4#% !�,/*�+'2%"*,�,/*� 1#,!� ' 
!/*�+'"*A� '+� ,/*�6#%1$�$"#9� !/*�&/."2*,(��/*�$*+* ,*�.!!#" *-�6.,
1'3'$�6/* � ,/*� !*,!'+'*$� !#� !/',� # � "*�$'"*&!(�� � "*�&"#,,� /*� .,7*$
6/#� ,/*�/.$� !#1$� !/',� !#�. $� ,/*� ,.'$� !/.!� ,/*�/.$� "*9#"!*$� '!� !#
4*<�6/'&/�',�!"%*(��/*�.!!#" *-�,!."!*$�-*11' 2�.=#%!�!/',�$',&#3*"-

                                                          
��( �#,!' 2�#+����Q<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @
#3(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

18

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ �:

3'#1.!'# <� *!&(� *!&(<� $*4. $' 2� !/.!� �� 9"#$%&*� 4-� "*&#"$,(� �/',
$'$ 0!�2#�+."<�#+�&#%",*<�!/. 7,�!#�&# +'$* !'.1'!-�H=*!6** �=.!!*"*$
6#4* � . $� !/*'"� .$3#&.!*,O� =%!� '!� 4.$*� +#"� ,#4*� ' !*"*,!' 2
4#4* !,�' �!/*�&#%"!"##4�6'!/�!/*�C%$2*�21."' 2�.!�4*(


#6� 6/.!� 6#""'*,� 4*� ',� !/.!� !/*� C%$2*� .11#6*$� !/*� $*+* ,*0,
"*D%*,!�+#"�.�H# *�4# !/�$*1.-O�,#�!/.!�)#=0,�1.6-*"�&#%1$�2*!�!/*
!". ,&"'9!� # � !/*� 3'&!'40,� !*,!'4# -� !#� J9*"+*&!� '49*.&/4* !(K
�/*�C%$2*�,.'$�!/*"*�6.,�J* #%2/�!/*"*(K ����!/' 7�!/',�',�' &"*$'=1-
% +.'"(��!/*"� !/. � !/*� !*,!'4# -� .=#%!� !/*� W����="'=*�#++*"<� ,/*
$'$ 0!� !*,!'+-� !#� . -!/' 2� /*� $'$ 0!� .1"*.$-� 7 #6(� �/',� $*&7� ',
$*+' '!*1-� ,!.&7*$�.2.' ,!�%,(� �!�6'11�=*� ,#4*� !'4*�=*+#"*�6*�7 #6
!/*�#%!&#4*�#+�!/',�&.,*(

��

��1'!!1*�4#"*�!/. �.�4# !/�1.!*"<�% $*"�!/*�/*.$' 2<�J)'2�,%"9"',*
' �&#%"!�!#$.-<K ��*1* �6"#!*�

�#$.-�!/*�!"'.1�"*,%4*$�. $�!/*�$*+* ,*�9%!�# � !/*�.=%,*"0,�6'+*
6/#�!*,!'+'*$�!/.!�,/*�6.,�!/*�# *�6/#�+'"*$�!/*�2% RRRR

�/*�!*,!'+'*$�!/.!�,/*�+#% $�#%!�/*"�/%,=. $�6.,�/.3' 2�. �.++.'"(
� *�  '2/!� ,/*� $"#3*� !#� !/*� 2'"1+"'* $0,� /#%,*� . $� !##7� /*"
/%,=. $0,� ,*"3'&*�6*.9# �6'!/�/*"�=*&.%,*� '!�6.,�$."7�. $�.�=.$
 *'2/=#"/##$(��/*�$'$ 0!�,**�/*"�/%,=. $0,�&."�#"��**0,�&."(���/*
2#!�#%!�#+�!/*�&."�. $�,!."!*$�!#�6.17�."#% $�!/*�=%'1$' 2(��/'1*�' 
!/*�$"'3*6.-�.!� !/*�,'$*�#+� !/*�/#%,*<�,/*�6.,�,!."!1*$�=-�.�='2�".!
. $�,!."!*$�!#�+'"*�!/*�2% (��/*�$#*, 0!�7 #6�6/.!�,/*�+'"*$�.!�#"
/#6� 4. -� =%11*!,� 6*"*� +'"*$<� #"� . -� #!/*"� ,9*&'+'&� D%*,!'# <
=*&.%,*�,/*�C%,!�, .99*$�. $�$#*, 0!�"*4*4=*"�. -!/' 2�.+!*"�!/*
2% �+'"*$(

�6#�#+� !/*�4#"*� ' !*"*,!' 2�9#' !,� ' � !/',� 9*"C%"*$� !*,!'4# -�� �A
,/*�$'$ 0!�!*,!'+-�!#�. -�+.&!�!/.!�6#%1$�.11#6�/*"�!#�=*�&/."2*$�6'!/
!/*� #++* ,*� /*"� /%,=. $� ',� &/."2*$� 6'!/<� !/*� *1*4* !,� ' &1%$' 2
' !* !�. $�7 #61*$2*�!/.!�,#4*# *�6.,�/#4*(��"*!!-�,1'&7(��A��/*
!*,!'4# -�$#*,� #!�+'!�!/*�9/-,'&.1�*3'$* &*�.!�.11<�,' &*�!/*�9#1'&*
!*,!'+'*$�.=#%!� !/*� !".C*&!#"-�#+� !/*�=%11*!,�6/'&/� ,/#6*$� !/.!� !/*
2% �/.$�=** �+'"*$�' !#���$'++*"* !�6' $#6,(

�/*� C%$2*� 6'11� 4.7*� /',� "%1' 2� !#4#""#6� 4#" ' 2(� �*� ."*

                                                          
��( �#,!' 2�#+����:<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@
#3(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(��.!*"�!/.!�,.4*�$.-<��*1* �*891.' *$�6/-�!/*�4# !/0,�$*1.-
6.,�,#�% +.'"(���.6-*",�."*�6*11�.6."*�#+�!/*�% +.'" *,,�#+� '!�9'&7' 2�' &# ,',!* &'*,<
=%!���,%,9*&!�,#4*�#+�!/*� # �1.6-*",�# �	������1*." *$�+"#4�!/',�9#,!�

�/*� H$*+* ,*O� .!!#" *-� 6'11� /.3*� . � #99#"!% '!-� !#� 2#� !/"#%2/� H!/*
!". ,&"'9!� #+� !/*� 3'&!'40,� !*,!'4# -O� 1' *� =-� 1' *� . $� ,**� '+� /*� &. � +' $� .
$',&"*9. &-� =*!6** � /*"� !*,!'4# -� . $� . -� ,!.!*4* !,� ,/*� 4.$*� !#� !/*
9#1'&*(��!�',�2'3' 2�!/*�$*+* ,*�.�3*"-�% +.'"�.$3. !.2*�=*&.%,*�9*#91*<�*3* 
6/* �!*11' 2�!/*�!"%!/<�$# 0!�%,%.11-�!*11�!/*�,!#"-�*8.&!1-�!/*�,.4*�6.-�*3*"-
!'4*(

�#,!' 2� #+� ���L<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @
#3(� ��� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(

19

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

�:L F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

* &#%".2*$�!/.!�/*�6. !*$�!'4*�!#�!/' 7�.=#%!�'!(���011�1*!�-#%�7 #6
!#4#""#6� '2/!�6/.!�!/*�#%!&#4*�6.,(

�Q

�6#�$.-,�1.!*"�&.4*�J�/*��*"$'&!K �

�#491*!*1-� '2 #"' 2� !/*� 9/-,'&.1� *3'$* &*� @=%11*!� +".24* !,
'4=*$$*$� ' � !/*� 6.11,� !/.!�4.!&/� !/*� &#90,� 2% <� !*,!'4# -� +"#4
!/*�#6 *"�#+�.�2% �,/#9�6/*"*� !/*�$*+* $. !� !##7�/',�2% � !#�=*
"*9.'"*$�!/*�$.-�.+!*"A<�!/*�C%$2*�+#% $�!/*�$*+* $. !� #!�2%'1!-(

�*�,.'$�!/.!�/*�$'$� #!�=*1'*3*�!/*�6'+*0,�,!#"-�!/.!�,/*�6.,�!/*�# *
6/#�+'"*$�!/*�,/#!,(��*�,9* !�.�1#!�#+�!'4*�!.17' 2�.=#%!�6/.!�,&%4
!/*�$*+* $. !�6.,<�.�&/*.!�. $�1'."<�. $�,.'$�!/.!�/*�$'$ 0!�$*,*"3*
!#�=*�.�9#1'&*�#++'&*"�@!#�!/*�.4%,*4* !�#+�!/*�#!/*"�H # �9#1'&*O
$*+* $. !,�6.'!' 2�' �&#%"!�+#"�!/*'"�#6 �&.,*,A(

)%!� /*� ,.'$� !/.!� /*� $'$ 0!� +' $� !/*� 3'&!'40,� !*,!'4# -� !#� =*
&#49*11' 2�$%*�!#�/*"�% !'4*1-�"*9#"!' 2�#+�!/*�' &'$* !�. $�!/.!
+.&!�!/.!�,/*�$'$� #!�'44*$'.!*1-�!*11�!/*�9#1'&*�.=#%!�!/*�,/##!' 2
6/* � ,/*� $',&#3*"*$� !/.!� /*"� .9."!4* !� /.$� =** � ,*!� # � +'"*(
�=,#1%!*1-�  #!/' 2� /*� ,.'$� .=#%!� !/*� 3'&!'40,� !*,!'4# -� 6#%1$
4.7*�. -# *�# �H	�����O�D%*,!'# �/*"�&"*$'='1'!-(�)%!�!/*� C%$2*
$'$ 0!�2*!� '!� .!� .11<� *3* � !/#%2/�/*�9.'$� 1'9� ,*"3'&*� !#� !/*� &1#,' 2
."2%4* !�#+�!/*�9"#,*&%!#"�6/#�.!!*49!*$�!#�*891.' �!/*�3'&!'40,
=*/.3'#"(

�/*�+'2/!�', 0!�#3*"�-*!(���6#�4#"*�=.!!1*,�."*�1*+!�!#�=*�+#%2/!(��*
,!'11�/.3*�. �#"$*"�#+�9"#!*&!'# �&.,*�9* $' 2� ' �&'3'1� &#%"!(��/.!
#"$*"� 9"#/'='!,� /'4� +"#4� 9#,,*,,' 2� .� 2% <� 6/'&/� 4.7*,� '!
'49#,,'=1*�+#"�/'4�!#�6#"7�.,�.�&#9(��#4*!'4*�' �F. %."-<�6*�6'11
2#�!#�/*."' 2�# �!/.!�&.,*<�6'!/�.�9"*9# $*". &*�=%"$* �#+�9"##+<
,**7' 2� !#� &# !' %*� !/*� #"$*"� 6'!/� !/*� 2% � "*4*$-� . $� !#� 2*!
"*'4=%",*4* !�+#"�!/*�&# !* !,�#+�/*"�2%!!*$�.9."!4* !(��*�6'11<
' �*,,* &*<�"*!"-�!/*�,.4*�&.,*�6'!/�!/*�.$$'!'# �#+�9"*,* !' 2�!/*
.",# �*3'$* &*(��/* �/*�6'11�+.&*�.��#1'&*�)#."$<�=*&.%,*�!/*�$*9!(
',�!"-' 2�!#�+'"*�/'4(

��.4�,#�!'"*$(
�

                                                          
�Q( �#,!' 2�#+����<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�*&(��:<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*

6'!/��	������."&/'3*A(

�( �#,!' 2�#+���L:<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�*&(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

�*1* � ',� 1'&* ,*$� .,� . � .!!#" *-<� *3* � !/#%2/� ,/*�6#"7,�9"'4."'1-� .,� .�  # �1.6-*"
.$3#&.!*(���/*�/.,�,/."*$�6'!/�	������,!#"'*,�1'7*�!/',�# *<�6/*"*�C%,!'&*�$'$�9"*3.'1�

�%-� ',� &.%2/!� ="*.7' 2� ' !#� /',� *8�2'"1+"'* $0,� .9."!4* !<� &.""-' 2� .
="'*+&.,*(�� �'!�/*�/.$�&%!�1* 2!/,�#+�9/# *�&#"$<�$%&!�!.9*<�.�3'=".!#"�. $�.
6"* &/(�
#6�6/.!� $#� -#%� !/' 7� /*� /.$� ' �4' $� +#"� /*"U� � � &.,*� -#%� ."*
6# $*"' 2�6/.!�!/*�6"* &/�6.,�+#"<�.99."* !1-�+#"�%,*�.,�.�=1%$2*# (��/* 
!/*�9#1'&*�!"'*$�!#�.""*,!�/'4<�/*�/'!�# *�#+�!/*4�# �!/*�/*.$�6'!/�'!(
��6.,�6#"7' 2�+#"�!/*��!.!*0,��!!#" *-0,��++'&*�.!�!/*�!'4*(��/*�2%-�/.$�=** 
&/."2*$� 6'!/�  %4*"#%,� #++* ,*,� $%"' 2� !/*�  '2/!<� ' &1%$' 2� =.!!*"-� #+� .
9#1'&*�#++'&*"<� . $�2'3* �.� "'$'&%1#%,1-� 1#6�=# $�=-� '2/!� &#%"!� C%$2*�6/#

20

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ �:�

�*1* � "*&*'3*$� ,*3*".1� 4*,,.2*,� #+� ,%99#"!� . $� ,-49.!/-(
F*  '+*"<�.�1.6-*"�6/#�6#"7,�+#"�.�,/*1!*"<�&.11*$�!/*�C%$2*0,�"*+%,.1�!#
=*1'*3*�!/*�3'&!'4�J H.O #!/*"�*8.491*�#+�/#6�.�,%"3'3#"�4%,!�=*�>!/*
9*"+*&!� 3'&!'40� ' � #"$*"� !#� >$*,*"3*0� C%,!'&*(K

�L
� � )#  '*<� . #!/*"

.$3#&.!*<�6"#!*<�J ��,**������9"#2"*,,�' �!/*�&#%"!,�,#�!/.!�4.7*,�4*

. �.$3#&.!*�+#"�C%$'&'.1�' !*"3* !'# (���$#�6.++1*�.!�!'4*,�!/#%2/<�6'!/

.11�!/*
1���$*&','# ,���/*."(K
��

�#� 4. -� #+� �'I0,� !/*4*,� &#4*� !#� 1'+*� ' � �*1* 0,� ,!#"-� . $� !/*
"*,9# ,*,� !#� '!(� � �/*� #%!".2*#%,�  #!�2%'1!-� 3*"$'&!� '11%,!".!*,� !/*
,*8',4�. $�".6�' C%,!'&*�#+�!/*�1*2.1�,-,!*4�' �6/'&/�=.!!*"*$�6#4* 
4%,!�#9*".!*(� ��**�6.,�# *�#+�J H!O/#,*�6#4* �6/#�$*1.-� ' � !*11' 2
!/*'"�,!#"'*,�#+�.=%,*K �. $�."*�!/*"*+#"*�J 1'7*1-�!#�=*�$',=*1'*3*$�. $
$',&"*$'!*$(K

��
� � �*"!.' 1-� !/*� C%$2*0,� =*1'*+� !/.!�  #� 9#1'&*� #++'&*"

,/#%1$� 1#,*� /',� C#=� =*&.%,*� #+� $#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� '11%,!".!*,� !/.!
J H O."".!'3*� ,!".!*2'*,� . $�9"#=1*4,�#+� 9"##+� H' �=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,
&.,*,O� 4%,!�(�(�(� =*� % $*",!##$� .,� !/*� "*,%1!� #+� ,#&'.1� . $� &%1!%".1
+#"&*,�!/.!�."*�1."2*"�!/. �. -�9."!'&%1."�6#4. 0,�&.,*(K

�:


#!*� !##��**0,� $*&','# � !#� /.3*� ,*8�6'!/�)#=� !#� &.14�/'4�$#6 
.+!*"� /*� /.$� +'"*$� ,/#!,� ' !#� /*"� .9."!4* !(

Q�
� � �/',� ',� .� &1.,,'&

*8.491*�#+�.�&.,*�6/*"*�.�6#4. 

,**7,�!#�*8!"'&.!*�/*",*1+�+"#4�(�(�(�. �.=%,'3*�"*1.!'# ,/'9(�(�(�(��/*
6.-,�' �6/'&/�6#4* �"*,9# $�!#�!/*,*�&/.11* 2*,�#+!* �&# ,!'!%!*
.� +#"4� #+� ,*1+�$'"*&!'# � #"� . � *++#"!� !#�  *2#!'.!*� 2* $*"�=.,*$
#=,!.&1*,� ' �#"$*"� !#�.&/'*3*� !/*,*� 1."2*"�2#.1,(� ��/*,*�"*,9# ,*,<
/#6*3*"<� $#�  #!� .16.-,� ' 3#13*� *891'&'!� &# +"# !.!'# B� !/*"*+#"*
!/*-� ."*�  #!� .16.-,� "*&#2 'I*$� .,� +#"4,� #+� "*,',!. &*� #"
4. '+*,!.!'# ,�#+�.2* &-(

Q�

                                                          
&."*$�I'9�.=#%!�$3(��*�/.$�/'4� ' �$3�&#%"!� !/*� *8!�4#" ' 2<�.1"*.$-�#%!
# � =# $<� . $� 6. !*$� !#� 2*!� /'4� =.&7� ' � &%,!#$-� =%!� &#%1$ 0!� "*3','!� !/*
#++* ,*,�+#"�6/'&/�/*�/.$�.1"*.$-�=# $*$�#%!(
)*' 2�!/*�&"*.!'3*�,#"!<���6"#!*�%9�.�&#491.' !�+#"�% 1.6+%1�%,*�#+�.�6*.9# 
H??�O� +#"� !/*� %,*� #+� !/*� 6"* &/� # � !/*� &#9(� G#%� ,/#%1$� /.3*� ,** � !/*
C%$2*0,�+.&*�6/* �6*�"*.$�!/*�&#491.' !�!#�/'4(�)%!�!/* �6*�2#!�!#�*891.' 
����#+�!/*�&'"&%4,!. &*,�. $�!/*�C%$2*�2.3*�/'4�.�"'$'&%1#%,1-�/'2/�=# $�+#"
.�??��. $�/*�6* !�=.&7�!#�C.'1(

�#,!' 2� #+�����<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�%2(� L<� � �����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(

�L( �#,!' 2�#+�����<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�*&(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( �#,!' 2�#+��:��<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�*&(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( ���
�����<���-��� #!*��<�.!���L(

�:& %�&�.!����(

Q�& ������-��
 #!*,�������. $�.&&#49. -' 2�!*8!(

Q�( ���
�����<� ��-���  #!*� �<� .!� �� @D%#!' 2��.!/"- ��=".4,<� "���
 �������	
 ��
�����	)
 "�������
 ����-�������
 ��
 ����53��������<� Q�� ��(� 5� ���G� �(� ���(� ��<� ������

21

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

�:� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

� � 7**9' 2� 6'!/� 1'4'!*$<� 4.1*�#"'* !*$� .99"#.&/*,� !#� .2* &-<� !/*
$*+* ,*� .!!#" *-; . $� 9*"/.9,� !/*� C%$2*; &#%1$�  #!� % $*",!. $
/#6��**�&#%1$� +**1� !/.!� !/*�,*8�6.,� #!�J +#"&*$K �6/'1*�.!� !/*�,.4*
!'4*�!*,!'+-' 2�!/.!�,/*�$'$� #!�"*.11-�6. !�'!(���*1* <�' �,/."' 2��**0,
,!#"-<�/*19*$�.11�	������4*4=*",�!#�J "*C*&!�,'491*�$'&/#!#4'*,�. $
.&&*9!�&# !".$'&!'# �. $�.4='2%'!-�' �6#4* 0,�1'3*,(K

Q�

�*1* � . $� #!/*"� .$3#&.!*,� 6#"7� *3*"-� $.-� J !#� $*,&"'=*� !/*
*89*"'* &*�#+�6#4. �=.!!*"' 2�.&&%".!*1-�. $� ,'4%1!. *#%,1-� !#�=*
.=1*�!#�!". ,1.!*�'!�!#�!/*�&#%"!,(K

Q�
���/*-�."*�* 2.2*$�' �1*2.1�"*+#"4

J# �!/*�2"#% $K �=-�!.7' 2�.�+*4' ',!�% $*",!. $' 2�#+�=.!!*"' 2�. $
%,' 2�'!�J ' �*3*"-$.-�&.,*,�' 3#13' 2�1*2.1�"*9"*,* !.!'# �#+�=.!!*"*$
6#4* (K

QQ
���/*-�,#4*!'4*,�2*!�3*"-�J !'"*$K �6/* �!'4*�. $�.2.' ;

$*,9'!*�.11�!/*'"�6#"7�. $�$*,9'!*�!/*�* #"4#%,�&#%".2*�#+�=.!!*"*$
6#4* � 1'7*� �**;4* � 1'7*� )#=� ."*� .&D%'!!*$(

Q
� � )#=� ',� .&D%'!!*$

=*&.%,*�!/*�C%$2*�,.6��**0,�!*,!'4# -�J !/"#%2/�!/*�1* ,�#+�H/',O�#6 
&#44# � .,,%49!'# ,(K

QL
� � �/*� C%$2*� ,#4*/#6� !/#%2/!� /*

% $*",!##$��**<�6/* �' �+.&!�/',�' !*"9"*!.!'# �#+�/*"�=*/.3'#"�=#"*
J 1'!!1*�'+�. -�"*1.!'# �!#�!/*�&#491*8�"*.1'!'*,K �#+�/*"�1'+*(

Q�

)#  '*0,� "*,9# ,*� !#��*1* ; ."!'&%1.!' 2� /*"� .4='3.1* &*� .=#%!
C%$'&'.1� ' !*"3* !'# ;4'""#",� �'I0,� *8!* ,'3*� $',&%,,'# � #+� !/*
$'++'&%1!'*,� ' � * 2.2*4* !� 6'!/� !/*� ,!.!*(

Q�
� 	������ 9."!'&'9. !,

&# ,!. !1-� ,!"%221*� 6'!/� 6/.!� �'I� &.11,<� J !/*� 4%"7-� 4'$$1*� 2"#% $
=*!6** � !#!.1� "*C*&!'# � . $� !#!.1� * $#",*4* !� #+� 6#"7' 2� 6'!/� !/*
,!.!*(K

Q:

	' .11-<� !/*"*� ',� !/*� ,* ,*� +"#4� �*1* � . $� !/*� "*,9# $*",� !/.!
	������."*�' �'!�+#"�!/*�1# 2�/.%1(���/*-�+%11-�"*.1'I*�!/*�J 1# 2�!*"4
 .!%"*� #+� +*4' ',!� 1*2.1� 6#"7�(�(�(� H!/*� $'++'&%1!-� #+O� ,**' 2� 6#4* 

                                                          
@�:::AA(

Q�& %�&
.!��Q(

Q�& %�&�.!���(

QQ& %�&
.!����(

Q( �"*&',*1-� =*&.%,*� #%"� ,#&'*!-� . $� 1*2.1� ,-,!*4� "*4.' � 9.!"'."&/.1<� =.!!*"*$
6#4* �1'7*��**�* &#% !*"�". 7�' C%,!'&*�.11�!/*�!'4*(��� �$#' 2�!/',�6#"7<��04�#+!* 
"*4' $*$�#+��$ .��!(��' &* !��'11.-0,�D%'9��J �!0,� #!�!"%*�!/.!�1'+*�',�# *�$.4 �!/' 2
.+!*"�. #!/*"B�'!�',�# *�$.4 �!/' 2�#3*"�. $�#3*"(K ���*!!*"�!#��"!/%"��.3',# �	'&7*
@�&!(� �Q<� �:��A<� ������1��
 ��� /!!9���666(D%#!*2**7(&#4��'!*".!%"*��'11.-��$ .�
�!��' &* !�(

QL( ���
�����<� ��-��
 #!*� �<� .!� ��:(� � �'I0,� 6#"$,� ."*� .&!%.11-� ' � !/*� &# !*8!� #+
/#6� C%$2*,� ' !*"9"*!� @#"� 4',' !*"9"*!A� *89*"!� !*,!'4# -� # � =.!!*"*$� 6#4* 0,
*89*"'* &*,(���04�&# +'$* !�!/.!��'I�6#%1$�.2"**�!/.!�C%$2*,�.1,#�$',!#"!�3'&!'4,0�#6 
!*,!'4# -(

Q�& %�&

Q�& %�(� .!� ����:�(� � ���
 ������ �."!� ���(�� @$',&%,,' 2� * 2.2*4* !� 6'!/� !/*
,!.!*�&.9'!.1',4�. $�+% $".',' 2A(

Q:& %�&�.!��:L(

22

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ �::

H1'7*��**O�.,�"*.,# .=1*(K
�
���*1* �',�!'"*$<�=%!�,/*�7**9,�2#' 2�9."!1-

=*&.%,*� ,/*� &. � !%" � !#�#!/*"�	������ +#"� ,%99#"!� . $� .++'"4.!'# (
�/*� .1,#� !"%$2*,� # <� /#9' 2� !/.!� ,/*� . $� �**� 4.-� -*!� ,%&&**$� ' 
2*!!' 2�)#=<�!/*�.=%,*"<�+'"*$�+"#4�/',�C#=�.,�.�&#9<�#"�7*9!�.6.-�+"#4
2% ,�=-�!/*�&'3'1�9"#!*&!'3*�#"$*"�,-,!*4(

�/*�  *8!� ,*"'*,� #+� 9#,!,� ."*� *8.491*,� #+� # *� !-9*� #+� 	�����
$'.1#2%*; ,9'"'!*$<� ' ,'2/!+%1� . $� ,#4*!'4*,� /'1."'#%,(

�
� � �/*� +'",!

9#,!�6.,�,* !�.!����L�9(4(�# �.�	"'$.-�.+!*" ## (���/*�.%!/#"<��#  .<
',� .� 1# 2!'4*� . $� .&!'3*� 	������ 4*4=*"� 6/#� ',� !/*� �8*&%!'3*
�'"*&!#"�#+�.�1."2*�,/*1!*"(� ��/*�&# !*8!�#+�!/*�+'",!�9.".2".9/�',�. 
*."1'*"�9#,!� ' $'&.!' 2� !/.!�. -# *�6/#�6"#!*�. �."!'&1*� +#"�3�������
/�������
$�-���

�
�6#%1$�"*&*'3*�.� +"**�# *�-*."� ,%=,&"'9!'# �' �"*!%" (

�#  .�6"'!*,�

)%!�6'11�!/*-�H�#4*,!'&��'#1* &*��*9#"!O�.&&*9!�!/',�.,�. �."!'&1*U�
�.1*�3'#1* &*�=.$(��#4* �!#2*!/*"�2##$(��	'2/!�=.&7� #6(

�!�!/*�@9#,,'=1*A�* $�#+�.�3*"-<�3*"-�' !*"*,!' 2�6**7<���.4�!##�+"'*$
!#�!/' 7�4#"*�=*-# $�!/',(

F*  '+*"� @4-� /*.$� 1*2.1� .$3#&.!*A
�
� . $� �� 2*!� !#� ,!. $� ' � !/*

,&/##1/#%,*�$##"�."#% $�,%=9#* .�#+�#%"�"*&#"$,(�F*  '+*"�6. !,
!#�2#�!#�C.'1<�=%!���!#1$�/*"�,/*�&. 0!�2#�!/.!��04�2#' 2�+'",!(��*03*
/.$� !6#� ,%=9#* .,� "*&* !1-(� �*#91*� 7**9� !"-' 2� !#� =*� ,%99#"!'3*
. $�,.-�!/*-�6'11�=.'1�%,�#%!<�. $���/.3*�!#�*891.' �!/.!�-#%�&. 0!�2*!
=.'1*$�#%!�6/* �-#%0"*�' �+#"�H&'3'1�&#*"&'3*O�&# !*49!�#+�&#%"!(� �
,!."!*$�!#�&"-�-*,!*"$.-�@-*,<�$'++'&%1!�6**7A�6/* �. #!/*"�.$3#&.!*<
6/#�/.$�.&!%.11-�=** �,%=9#* .*$<�.""'3*$�.!�4-�$##"� !#� ,.-<� ���
6.,�3*"-�6'11' 2�!#�2#�!#�C.'1<�!##(��*"-�' ,9'".!'# .1(�F*  '+*"�+#% $
. �.!!#" *-�!#�+'1*�6/.!�6*�&.11�H' �C*,!O�.�4#!'# �!#�,D%.,/(

��2#!�!#�!*11�. �.!!#" *-�+#"�!/*�.,,.'1. !�@' �# *�#+�!/*,*�&.,*,A�!/.!
,/*�6#%1$�2*!�"*&#"$,�#3*"�4-�$*.$�=#$-�@!/.!�����+% A(

�*�/.$�.�=.!!*"*"� &.11�$*4. $' 2� ,*"3'&*,� .,� !/*� "*.1� 3'&!'4;/*
6. !*$�#%"�/*19�6'!/�*4*"2* &-�&%,!#$-�@#3*"�#%"�&#11*&!'3*�$*.$
=#$'*,A<�. $�6/* �!#1$� #�,!.!*$�/*�6#%1$�&#4*�#3*"�/*"*�=*&.%,*
/*� /.,� $# *� ,#4*� &.=1*� "*9.'",� .!� !/*� ,/*1!*"(� � �#<� �� &.11� !/*
&#49. -�. $�-*,�/*�/.,�$# *�&.=1*�"*9.'",<�,#���.,7�!/*4�!#�7**9
/'4�.6.-� +"#4�%,<� !/*-� &#491-(��*. 6/'1*� #%"� .4.I' 2� ' !"*9'$
1*2.1� .$3#&.!*,�4. .2*$� !#� .,,%"*� !/.!� /*� 6#%1$� =*� .""*,!*$� +#"

                                                          
�& %�&
.!���(

�& ���
�������."!����(	�@	������/%4#"A(

�& 3�������
 /�������
 $�-���� ',� .� ,%9*"=�  *6,1*!!*"<� *$'!'*$� =-� !/*� ' &#49.".=1*
F#. �N#"I.(���%=,&"'9!'# �' +#"4.!'# �&. �=*�+#% $�.!�!/*�6*=�,'!*�+#�!/*�9%=1',/*"<
!/*� �'3'&� �*,*."&/� � ,!'!%!*<� .!� /!!9���&'3'&"*,*."&/' ,!'!%!*(&#4�3'�(/!41� @1.,!
3','!*$��9"(��:<�����A(

�( �/',�',�!/*�,.4*�F*  '+*"�&'!*$���-��� #!*��L<�6/#�',�/*",*1+�.&!'3*�# �	�����(

23

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

H$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*O(�G.-R

�%"3'3#",�."*�6.17' 2�' �!/*�$##"�*3* �.,���,9*.7�@,**7' 2�,*"3'&*,
+#"� !/*� +'",!� !'4*A� . $� �� C%,!� 2#!� #++� !/*� 9/# *� 6'!/� . � #=3'#%,
.,,.'1. !�6/#�,.'$�!/.!�/*�6.,�&.11' 2�? '!*$��.-�=*&.%,*�6*�6*"*
"%$*�!#�/'4(

��4*!�6'!/� # �6/'!*�&#11*.2%*,�!#$.-�!#�!.17�.=#%!�".&',4�. $�!/*
2##$� *6,�',�!/.!��04� #!�$*9"*,,*$<��04�9',,*$(

�*!0,� ,**<� #%"� �'!-� �#% &'1� /.,� ,.'$� !/.!� !/*� ? '!*$� �.-� &. 
&# $%&!� .� &.49.'2 �6'!/� &'!-� *491#-**,� *3* � !/#%2/� !/*�? '!*$
�.-� +% $,� !/*� )#-� �&#%!,(� �/*� $'"*&!#"� #+�? '!*$��.-� ',� .� 6*11�
' !* !'# *$� '&*�2%-<�=%!���&#%1$�/*."�/'4�=1. &/�6/* ���!#1$�/'4
��6.,�.�1*,='. �@/*�4%,!�=*�!/*�# 1-�9*",# �' �#%"�&#% !-�6/#�$'$
 #!� 7 #6A<� . $� !#1$� /'4� !/.!� !/*-� ,/#%1$� ,!#9� +% $' 2� !/*� )#-
�&#%!,(��/.!�6.,�. �' !*"*,!' 2�&# 3*",.!'# (

�-� ,# ��.3'$� &.4*�/#4*� @/*� C%,!� !%" *$�QA� . $� ,.'$�/*� J7',,*$
�,/1*-�# �!/*�1'9,K �@�,/1*-�.1,#�C%,!�!%" *$�+#%"A(��-�+'",!�D%*,!'# 
6.,�� 6.,� !/.!� #7.-� 6'!/� �,/1*-U� �/<� -*,<� ,.'$� �.3'$<� 6*� ."*� 3*"-
2##$�+"'* $,(��*11<��011�/.3*�!#�' !*"3'*6��,/1*-�9"'3.!*1-�!#�* ,%"*
!/.!�!/',�7',,�6.,�!#!.11-�. $�&#491*!*1-�3#1% !."-�# �/*"�9."!(

Q

�*"*�."*�,#4*�#+�!/*�"*,9# ,*,<�' �!/*�#"$*"�,* !�!#�!/*�1',!�

HQ��� 9(4(O� J �, 0!� .� >4#!'# � !#� ,D%.,/0� 6/.!� -#%� $#� 6'!/
&#&7"#.&/*,U���/**,/�6/.!�.�6**7(K



H�����9(4(<�+"#4��-$'.��.17*"<
L
�6/#�',�% D%*,!'# .=1-�!/*�+%  '*,!

9*",# �# �!/*�1',!<�"*,9# $' 2�!#�!/*�J4#!'# �!#�,D%.,/K �O�J �, 0!�!/.!
                                                          

Q( �#,!' 2�#+���:�L<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��Q<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

�/*� +'",!� "*,9# ,*<� ,* !� C%,!� *'2/!�4' %!*,� 1.!*"<� ,.'$�� J @@@@@�#  .AAAAA� � '11*2'!'4'
 # �&."=#"% $%4(K ���#,!' 2�#+���:��<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��Q<�����A
@&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(� � 	#"� !/#,*�  #!� +.4'1'."� 6'!/� *4.'1� 1' 2#<� !/*
=".&7*!,� "*9"*,* !� .� J &-=*"/%2(K � ��/*�.%!/#"�#+� !/',�9#,!<��'&/.*1<� /.,�6#"7*$� ' 
=.!!*"*",0�' !*"3* !'# �9"#2".4,�. $�/.,�=*&#4*�.�&1#,*�9*",# .1�+"'* $�#+��#  .0,
!/"#%2/� !/*� �
������. $�	������*89*"'* &*(� ��/*��.!' �9/".,*�4*. ,�J $# 0!� 1*!
!/*�=.,!."$,�2*!�-#%�$#6 (K

( �#,!' 2�#+���:�:<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��Q<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(� � �/',� 9#,!� 6.,� +"#4� �#%',*� �"4,!"# 2<� .� $',!' 2%',/*$
+*4' ',!�.%!/#"(���#%',*�/.,�6"'!!* �*8!* ,'3*1-�# �=#!/�' &*,!�. $�/#6�!/*�,#�&.11*$
&/'1$� 6*1+."*� ,-,!*4� /%"!,� 6#4* � . $� &/'1$"* (� � �*"� =##7,� ' &1%$*�� ��?���
�������
�<� ����� ����G� ����
������ �� �������?�� �
� �
����� @�:��AB� ��?���
�������
�<� �����
�� ���� ������� �	� ��X?��� ���������� ����� �����
��� ���


����
� ����� �
����� @�::QAB� . $� ��?���� �������
�<��	� >��?��0� �
�� >)�������0�� �
	���
�������������������������	����@�::A(

L( �-$'.�',�.� .!'# .11-�7 #6 �!".' *"�. $�&# ,%1!. !�# �$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*(���/*
',�. �*89*"!�# �.�6'$*�3."'*!-�#+�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�!#9'&,�. $�',�.=,#1%!*1-�+.=%1#%,(
� �9*",# �,/*�',�C%,!�1'7*�/*"�	������9*",# .�� ' ,'2/!+%1<�* 2.2' 2<� +%  -<�9".&!'&.1
. $�J "'2/!�# (K � � ��6#%1$�%"2*�. -# *� 1##7' 2� +#"�.� !#9�". 7���� !".' *"� !#�* 2.2*
/*"(���/*�&. �=*�"*.&/*$�.!�Q�:��������(� � � !*"*,!' 21-<��-$'.�.,7*$�!/.!���9"#3'$*
/*"�9/# *� %4=*"� ".!/*"� !/. �/*"�*4.'1� .$$"*,,� =*&.%,*� ,/*� ',� J .+".'$�#+� 3'"%,*,
. $�9". 7,B� �03*� "*.11-� 9',,*$�#++� .� +*6�=.!!*"' 2� 1.6-*",� ' �4-� !'4*(K � ��4.'1� +"#4
�-$'.��.17*"�!#��.!/1** ��.'!,�@
#3(���<�����<����������A(

24

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :��

6/.!�-#%0"*�$#' 2�6/* �-#%�"*.&/�.&"#,,�!/*�4.,/*$�9#!.!#*,UK
�

H���:�9(4(<�F*  '+*"<�!/*�1*2.1�.$3#&.!*�6/#�6#"7,�6'!/��#  .�. $
,/."*$�!/',�6**7�+"#4�/*11<�.=#%!�!/*�9"#9#,*$��J�.1*�3'#1* &*�=.$(
�#4* � !#2*!/*"� 2##$(� � 	'2/!� =.&7�  #6K � ."!'&1*� +#"� J�#4*,!'&
�'#1* &*��*9#"!K �O�J�$$�.�='!�#+�9*"&%,,'# <�,#4*�/."4# -<�. $�-#%
/.3*�.�/'!(K

�

H���L�9(4(<�.2.' �F*  '+*"�O

��/.3*�!#�!*11�.11�#+�-#%�/#6�4%&/���1#3*�!/',�1',!(��*.$' 2�*3*"-# *0,
"*&* !�9#,!' 2,�4.$*�4*� 1.%2/� !'1� �� &"'*$(� � $� �� 6.,� ,#� 2".!*+%1<
=*&.%,*� �� C%,!�2#!�#++� !/*�9/# *� +"#4�&.11' 2�.� ,%"3'3#"� !#� 1*!�/*"
7 #6� !/.!� /*"� +#"4*"� 9."! *"�.,,.'1. !� /.$� =** � +#% $� $*.$
!#$.-(���$'++'&%1!�6**7<�&.99*$�=-�/.3' 2�!#�&.11�/*"�+"#4�#%!�#+�!/*
=1%*�. $�$"#9�.�3*"-�4'8*$�=% &/�#+� *6,�# �/*"(

�/. 7�-#%�.11�+#"�=*' 2�#%!�!/*"*(
:

H���Q�.(4(<�+"#4�F#. <�.�+"*D%* !�	������&# !"'=%!#"�6/#�1'3*,�' 
	1#"'$.<� # � !/*� J4#!'# � !#� ,D%.,/K � . $� &#&7"#.&/*,�O� J �011� ,%991-
+"*,/� 	�� "#.&/*,�(�(�(� # 1-� 6*� &.11� !/*4� /'2/� +.1%!!' �  .4*,� 1'7*
�.14*!!#�=%2,�@!". ,1.!'# ��)���/# 7' 2�"#.&/*,A(K

L�

H
#6�!/*� *8!�$.-�.!������.(4(<�.�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�.$3#&.!*�1'3' 2
�����4'1*,�.6.-�+"#4��#  .O�J�#  .<�7**9�+'2/!' 2(��* $' 2�.�/%2(
�-�!/#%2/!,�."*�6'!/�-#%(K

L�

H�/*� *8!�$.-<���QL�9(4(<� +"#4��."!/.<�. �*89*"'* &*$�.$3#&.!*(
�6'&*� ' � /*"� &."**"� ,/*� /.,� /.$� !#� !*11� 6#4* � !/.!� !/*'"� =.!!*"*",
6*"*� $*.$(� � �/*� +'",!� !'4*<� !/*� 3'&!'4� "*,9# $*$� ' � .� ���	� +%  -
J2.11#6,�/%4#"K �6.-(

L�
O� J
#6�!/*�#!/*"� !'4*�6.,� .6+%1(�
#�4.!!*"

/#6�'!�6* !�+#"�-#%<�.11�4-�*49.!/-�+#"�-#%"�,!"*,,(K
L�

                                                          
�( �#,!' 2�#+���:Q<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��Q<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

�( �#,!' 2�#+���:QL<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��Q<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

:( �#,!' 2�#+���:Q�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��Q<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

L�( �#,!' 2�#+���:�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��Q<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

L�( �#,!' 2�#+���:�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

L�( �/* � �� .,7*$� �."!/.0,� 9*"4',,'# � !#� ,/."*� !/*� $*!.'1,� #+� !/',� ,!#"-<� /*"
"*,9# ,*� ,/#6*$� /*"� $**9� &#49.,,'# � . $� *!/'&,(� � �/*� &/*&7*$� 6'!/� !/*� 6#4. 
6/#� /.$� %!!*"*$� !/*� /%4#"#%,� 9% &/� 1' *(� � �/*� 6#4. � +*1!� $**91-� .4='3.1* !
.=#%!�/.3' 2�!/*�D%#!*�%,*$(��	' .11-<�,/*�!#1$��."!/.�!/.!�,/*�!"%,!*$�/*"�!#�$#�6/.!
6.,�"'2/!(���."!/.�!/* �$* '*$�9*"4',,'# �+#"�%,*�#+� !/*�,!#"-<� #!�# 1-�=*&.%,*�#+
!/*�,%"3'3#"0,�.4='3.1* &*�=%!�=*&.%,*��."!/.�7 #6,� J H.=%,*$O�6#4* �."*�% $*"
,%&/�9"*,,%"*� !#� .16.-,� .2"**� !#� 6/.!� !/*'"� .$3#&.!*� .,7,� !/*4� !#� $#(K � ���4.'1� !#
�.!/1** ��.'!,�@�*&(��<�����<����������A�@# �+'1*�6'!/�.%!/#"A(

L�( �#,!' 2�#+���:L�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

25

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

�# ,'$*"� +'",!��#  .0,� 1#==-' 2� +#"�/*"� 1#&.1�? '!*$��.-� !#� ,!#9
+% $' 2�!/*�)#-��&#%!,<�. $�/*"�4**!' 2�6'!/� # �6/'!*�,!.++(���/*,*
,/#6�/*"� ="#.$� +*4' ',!� % $*",!. $' 2� . $�/*"� "*&#2 '!'# � #+� !/*
1' 7,� =*!6** � ,*8',4<� ".&',4<� . $� /#4#9/#='.(

LQ
� � )%!� /*"

&#44'!4* !�',�4#"*�!/. �!/*#"*!'&.1(� ��/*�',�&#44'!!*$�!#�J9".8',�
!/*� % '!-� #+� !/*#"-� . $� .&!'# �(�(�(� .&!'# �' �=*1'*+� . $� =*1'*+�' �
.&!'# <K

L
�*8!* $' 2�!/',�!#�/*"�9."* !' 2�.,�6*11(

�#  .� . $� F*  '+*"0,� "*,',!. &*� !#� .� ,%=9#* .� +#"� !/*� ,/*1!*"0,
"*&#"$,� ',� . � *8.491*� #+� J "'2/!,� # � !/*� 2"#% $(K

LL
� � � � !/*'"� ,!.!*<

=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�"*&#"$,�/.3*�,!"# 2�1*2.1�9"#!*&!'# <�-*!�.$3#&.!*,
4%,!�&# ,!. !1-�+'2/!�!#�9"*,*"3*�3'&!'4,0�&# +'$* !'.1'!-(���/*�,/*1!*"
6#"7*",0� &#%".2*� . $� $*!*"4' .!'# � ',� .$4'".=1*<� . $� �#  .0,
,/*1!*"� 6# � !/',� 1*2.1� =.!!1*(

L�
� � �!'11<� !/*� &# ,!. !� =.!!1*,� 6'!/� 1.6

* +#"&*4* !� .%!/#"'!'*,� . $� =.!!*"*",0� 1.6-*",� 4.7*� =.!!*"*$
6#4* 0,�&# +'$* !'.1'!-�1*,,�!/. �'!�.99*.",�# �9.9*"(

�."!/.0,�*8.491*,�#+�/#6�$'++*"* !�6#4* �"*.&!�!#�!/*'"�=.!!*"*",0
$*.!/,� ',� .� 2"*.!� *8.491*� #+� !/*� '49#"!. &*� #+� J9."!'&%1."'!-K � ' 
$*.1' 2� 6'!/� =.!!*"' 2(

L�
� � �/*� J2.11#6,� /%4#"K � "*,9# ,*� ',

$".4.!'&.11-�$'++*"* !�+"#4�&.,*,�6/*"*�.�6#4. �',�$*3.,!.!*$�=-�/*"
=.!!*"*"0,�$*.!/(���!#"'*,�1'7*�!/*,*�&. �/*19�9*#91*�% $*",!. $�!/.!
!/*"*�',� #�,%&/�!/' 2�.,�.�J !-9'&.1K �=.!!*"*$�6#4. (

L:

�/*� *8&/. 2*� .1,#� 9"#3'$*,� .� ,4.11� 21'49,*� .!� !/*� !#11� *8.&!*$

                                                          
LQ( �'I� !#%&/*,� # � !/*,*� &#  *&!'# ,(� � ����
 �&�&�� ���
�����<� ��-��
 #!*� �<� .!� L�

@$',&%,,' 2�/#6�".&',4�.++*&!,�=.!!*"*$�6#4* �#+�&#1#"AB���(�.!�L�����@$',&%,,' 2�2.-
. $� 1*,='. � =.!!*"' 2� . $� !/*� 1*,='. � =.'!' 2� !/.!� ',� %,*$� !#� .!!.&7� !/*� ,/*1!*"
4#3*4* !AB����
�������."!����(��@'11%,!".!' 2�!/*�	������="#.$�+*4' ',!�3'*69#' !A(

L( ���
�����<���-��� #!*��<�.!��Q�@D%#!' 2��."1��1."*<����
*�#���
��
���,��<
Q�
������ ��Q�  (� � @�:�:AA(� � ���
 ������  #!*,� ����:� . $� .&&#49. -' 2� !*8!� @$'.1*&!'&
9"#&*,,� . $� 	�����A� . $� �."!� ���(�� @	������ .,� .� &#44% '!-� ,/."' 2� $'3*",*
*89*"'* &*,A(

LL( ���
�����<���-��� #!*��<�.!�Q:��(

L�( F*  '+*"� &# +'"4*$� !/.!� !/*'"� ,/*1!*"�/.$� *3*"� 1#,!� .�&# +'$* !'.1'!-�=.!!1*(
��4.'1�!#��.!/1** ��.'!,�@
#3(��:<�����<��Q��:����A�@# �+'1*�6'!/�.%!/#"A(

L�& ������-��� #!*���@ #!' 2�!/*�'49#"!. &*�#+�9."!'&%1."'!-A(

L:& ����
 �&�&<� �.!/1** ��.'!,<� �������
!����
 ���
����
��������)
 �������
 ����
6��
!����'�
����	<�����?�(��(����(��:�@�::�A(��� �!/',�."!'&1*<���!*11�' �$*!.'1�!/*�,!#"-�#+
# *�=.!!*"*$�6#4. <�6/#4���&.11�J�."-(K ���.!*"�' �!/*�."!'&1*<���.,7�6/*!/*"��."-�',
.�J !-9'&.1K �=.!!*"*$�6#4. (���/*�"*,9# ,*�

�/*"*� ',� #�,%&/� !/' 2�.,�.� >!-9'&.10�=.!!*"*$�6#4. (� ��/*-�&#4*� +"#4�.11
,#&'#*&# #4'&<� ".&'.1� . $� "*1'2'#%,� =.&72"#% $,(� � �#4*� /.$� /.99-
&/'1$/##$,<�,#4*�$'$� #!(���#4*<�1'7*��."-<�6#"7�#%!,'$*�!/*�/#4*<�#!/*",
$#� #!(���#4*�."*�6#4* �6/#�,%=,&"'=*�!#�!".$'!'# .1�2* $*"�"#1*,B�#!/*",
/.3*�,!"# 2�+*4' ',!�=*1'*+,(���#4*�."*�,!".'2/!<�,#4*�."*�1*,='. ,<�,#4*�."*
=',*8%.1(� � �/*-� ."*<� ' � ,/#"!<� .� &"#,,�,*&!'# � #+� .11� 6#4* (� � �D%.11-
'49#"!. !<� =.!!*"*$� 6#4* � $#�  #!� "*.&!� !#� !/*� .=%,*; . $� ,#&'*!-0,
&# $*4 .!'# �#+�'!; % '+#"41-(

%�&
.!�:Q(

26

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :��

+"#4� !/#,*� 6/#� +'2/!� +#"� =.!!*"*$� 6#4* (� � �*&# $."-� #"� 3'&."'#%,
!".%4.�',�3*"-�"*.1<

��
�. $�,#�',�!/*�"*1'*+�#+�1.%2/!*"�9"#3'$*$�=-��-$'.

�.17*"�. $�#!/*",(
��

�& +���������
����
���
�����7���
����
*���������
������	
���
"������

	������4*4=*",�$#� #!�C%,!�".2*�.2.' ,!�1.6�* +#"&*4* !<�1.6-*",
. $� 9*"9*!".!#",(� � �#4*!'4*,� 4*4=*",� 3* !� .2.' ,!� !/*� $#4*,!'&
3'#1* &*�,-,!*4�'!,*1+(���."./<�!/*�/#,9'!.1�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�.$3#&.!*<
6"#!*�

��G���
0�����	�
�������������
����
������UUUUU

F%,!� 2#!� .� &.11� +"#4� �'!-� H�#&'.1� �*"3'&*,� �*9."!4* !O<� 6/'&/� ',
@.4.I' 21-A�+". !'&.11-� !"-' 2� !#� +' $�,/*1!*"� +#"�.�6#4. <� #�7'$,
6'!/�/*"�@,/*�$"#99*$�!/*4�#++�.!�/*"�4#40,�' �. #!/*"�,!.!*A;
!/',�6#4. �+1*$�/*"�.=%,*"�' �-*!�. #!/*"�,!.!*<�!/* �/*"�&."�="#7*
$#6 �' �#%"�&'!-<�.,�,/*�&# !' %*$�/*"�+1**' 2(��#9,�="#%2/!�/*"�!#
H!/*��#&'.1��*"3'&*,��*9."!4* !O<� ,/*� #6�/.,� #�&."<� #�4# *-<
 #�. -!/' 2�. $; ,%"9"',*�,%"9"',*<� #�,/*1!*"(

�/*�6#"7*"� &.11*$� *3*"-6/*"*(� � �� 2*!� ,#� +"%,!".!*$(� � �� !"'*$� !#� 2*!
,#4*# *� ' !#� ,/*1!*"� 1.,!��/%",$.-(� ��*+!� +#"� !/*�$.-� !/' 7' 2� �0$
!%" *$� '!� #3*"� !#� !/*� H/#,9'!.10,O� �,-&/� ,#&'.1� 6#"7*",� 6/#� 6*"*
6#"7' 2�# �.$4',,'# �,#���&#%1$�&#4*�=.&7�!#�'!�!/*� *8!�$.-�@2'3*
/*"�.� '2/!0,�"*,!�' �.�,.+*�* 3'"# 4* !A�# 1-�!#�+' $�6/* ���.""'3*$
!/*� *8!�.(4(�!/.!�,/*�6.,�$',&/."2*$�.!�4'$ '2/!�!/*� '2/!�=*+#"*(
� &*�.2.' <�,/*1!*"�+.'1%"*(

��$# 0!�7 #6�6/.!�!#�!*11�9*#91*�. -4#"*(���,.-�%,*�+.4'1-�5�+"'* $,
H+'",!O�=*&.%,*� '!0,� ,#�/."$� !#�2*!� ,/*1!*"(��/* �6/* � !/.!0,� 2# *<
!/*�,/*1!*",�,.-<�J #!�' �'44*$'.!*�$. 2*"K (�����(

�!0,�  #!� .11� ,/*1!*",� . $� '!0,�  #!� .11� !/*� !'4*(� � �� 7 #6� !/',(� )%!� '!
/.99* ,�#+!* �* #%2/� !#� "*.11-�2*!� !#�4*(� ��,9*&'.11-�6/* � �� ,**
2##$�.$3#&.!*,�$#' 2�!/*'"�=*,!�. $� #!/' 2�.99*.",(

�/.!0,�.11(��#' 2�=.&7�!#�6#"7�!#�$#�4-�J ,!.!,K �+#"�!/*�+% $*",(
��

                                                          
��& ���
 ��������	� ����
��(� �������
�� 5� ��?���� �

�� �������
<� ���
�	����
�

�������
��������)�����
��������?�����?����N����
�@�::LA(

��& ���
�������."!����(	�@'11%,!".!' 2�	������/%4#"A(����,%,9*&!�!/*�"*.$*"�4.-�+' $
!/*� J4#!'# � !#� ,D%.,/�4.,/*$� 9#!.!#*,�.$$� ,#4*� 9*"&%,,'# �	1#"'$.� "#.&/*,K
*8&/. 2*�4'1$1-� .4%,' 2� .!� =*,!(� � �� &. �# 1-� ,.-� !/.!<� 1'7*� F*  '+*"<� �� 1.%2/*$� #%!
1#%$�6/* �!/*,*�9#,!,�&.4*�.&"#,,�4-�&#49%!*"�,&"** (���%&/�1'7*�+#8/#1*�/%4#"<
!/*"*0,�.�,9*&'.1�&.4.".$*"'*�.4# 2�!/#,*�6/#�&#4=.!�. $�6'! *,,�$. 2*"<�' C%,!'&*
. $�&#%".2*(

��( �#,!' 2�#+��L�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�*&(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

� #!/*"�"*&%""' 2�". !�',�!/*�1#%,-�9.-�+#"�!/',�' &"*$'=1-�$*4. $' 2�6#"7(��� �&.,*
. -# *�!/' 7,�!/.!�9*#91*�."*�2*!!' 2�"'&/�+"#4�"%  ' 2�=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�,/*1!*",<
&# ,'$*"�!/',�*8&/. 2*�

H	"#4�. ��8*&%!'3*��'"*&!#"O

27

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�Q F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

� .$*D%.!*� ,/*1!*"� ,9.&*� &#4*,� +"#4� ' .$*D%.!*� +% $' 2(� � �' &*
2#3*" 4* !,�9"#3'$*�&"'!'&.1�+% $' 2�+#"�,/*1!*",<�+% $' 2�',�# *�6.-
!/.!�J * 2.2*4* !�6'!/�!/*�,!.!*K �',�.�&#491*8�',,%*�+#"�+*4' ',4�. $
=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�1.64.7' 2(

��

                                                          
��.4�' �.�"%".1�."*.�. $�6*�&#3*"���&#% !'*,�6'!/�.�,!.++�#+����+%11�. $�9."!
!'4*�9*#91*(��' &*���/.3*�=** �# �=#."$�.!� !/',�.2* &-<���/.3*�4. .2*$�!#
' &"*.,*� !/*� =%$2*!� =-� �Y<� 2#!!* � *3*"-# *� $%.1� �*8%.1� �,,.%1!���
!".' *$<�. $�/.3*�#9* *$���,.!*11'!*�#++'&*,(���.4�.�3*"-�.&!'3*�4*4=*"�#+�!/*
H,!.!*O� ��� &#.1'!'# <� . $� /.3*� C%,!� C#' *$� !/*� H .!'# .1� =#."$� #+� . 
'49#"!. !� 3'#1* &*� .2.' ,!� 6#4* � 2"#%9O(� � � � .$$'!'# <� �� $#� .� 1#!� #+
!".' ' 2<�. $�.4������&*"!'+'*$�!#�9"#3'$*�1.6�* +#"&*4* !�!".' ' 2(���/.3*
=** � ' � !/*� 4#3*4* !� +#"� :� -*.",<� 6'!/� �� #+� !/.!� =*' 2� ' � .$4' �$'"*&!
,*"3'&*(� �*� /.3*� �Q�/#%"� # �&.11� !#� �� /#,9'!.1,� . $� �� .4� .� 3*"-� .&!'3*
9."!'&'9. !�' �# �&.11�. $�#!/*"�$'"*&!�,*"3'&*�6#"7�' �.$$'!'# �!#�.11�.$4' 
$%!'*,(�@��/.3*�=** �# �&.11�+#"���-*.",(A
��6#%1$�1'7*�' +#�# �."*.,�!/.!�."*�1*.,!�,#4*6/.!�,'4'1."�!#�4' *(
� $�,' &*� ��.4�.,7' 2<� ��6'11� ,/."*�4-� ' +#� +'",!(� �� .4�4.7' 2�H' � !/*�4'$�
��0,O� .,� !/*� ��(� �*� /.3*� L� /#1'$.-,<� ���� 9*",# .1� $.-� 9*"� 4# !/<�  #
"*!'"*4* !�Q����#"�. -�#!/*"�!-9*�#+�=* *+'!(��/*�=#."$�C%,!�3#!*$�!#�9.-�%9
!#�����9*"�-*."�9*"�9*",# � !#6."$� !/*'"� ' $'3'$%.1�/*.1!/� ' ,%". &*� ,' &*
6*�$#� #!�.!�!/',�!'4*�D%.1'+-�+#"�2"#%9�' ,%". &*(��*�*." ���6**7,�@���$.-,A
3.&.!'# �.!���-*."�. $�'!� *3*"�' &"*.,*,(
� $� �� /.3*� =** � 9%,/' 2� !#� ' &"*.,*� /#1'$.-,� . $� 3.&.!'# � !'4*�(�(�(� !/*
9*",#  *1�&#44'!!**� C%,!� #!'+'*$�4*� !/.!� !/*-�."*�"*&#44* $' 2�4#3' 2
!#�!/"**�6**7,�#+�3.&.!'# �.!���-*.",(��#�,.-���.4�+**1' 2�!#!.11-�$*3.1%*$�',
. �% $*",!.!*4* !(
� -6.-; �� 6#%1$� 1'7*� !#� 7 #6� 6/.!� #!/*"� ��,� . $� .$3#&.!*,� ' � ,'4'1."
.2* &'*,�/.3*�.,�+."�.,�,.1."-�. $�=* *+'!,(
@�#%1$�.1,#�=*�' !*"*,!*$�' �7 #6' 2�.=#%!�C#=�#9* ' 2,�' �4-�."*.�#+�!/*
&#% !"-�Z2"' [A

�#,!' 2� #+� ����<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�."(� ��<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������ ."&/'3*A(� �� *� #+� !/*� "*,9# ,*,� 6.,� +"#4� . ��8*&%!'3*��'"*&!#"� 6/#�  #6
"% ,�.�4%&/�1."2*"�,/*1!*"�' �.�4%&/�1."2*"�&'!-(� ��/*�#++*"*$�!#�!.17�# �!/*�9/# *
6'!/�!/*�9#,!*"�6'!/�,%22*,!'# ,�#+�6/.!�,/*�4'2/!�,.-�!#�/*"�=#."$<�*!&(���/*�9#,!*"
.&&*9!*$�!/',�#++*"(

�� "*,9# ,*� +"#4��"' <� . #!/*"� ,/*1!*"�$'"*&!#"<� ,.'$� !/.!� ,/*� +.&*$� .� ,'4'1."; . $
*3* �6#",*; ,'!%.!'# <� J?,*1*,,�=#."$�@J 1.$'*,�6/#� 1% &/K A<� #� ,%99#"!� !/*"*(��-
,.1."-� ',� .=-,4.1<� +."� 6#",*� !/. � -#%",(� �' '4.1� =* *+'!,<�  #� "*!'"*4* !<� *!&(K
�#,!' 2� #+� ���<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�."(� ��<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(��)%!��"' �6* !�# �

�#6*3*"<���6#%1$�* &#%".2*�-#%�!#� #!�+**1�% $*"3.1%*$;6/.!�6*�$#�. $
6/#�6*�."*�/.,�. �'49.&!�# �9*#91*0,� 1'3*,�!/.!�2#*,�+."�=*-# $�. -�$#11."
3.1%*(� G*,<� ��6#%1$� 1'7*� !#�=*�="' 2' 2�/#4*� .�$*&* !�9.-&/*&7<� ,' &*� �04
6'$#6*$<�/.3*�4-�*1$*"1-�9."* !,� 1'3' 2�6�4*�.1# 2�6�4-�#1$*,!�$.%2/!*"
. $�/*"�' +. !�$.%2/!*"(��)%!�C#=�,.!',+.&!'# �',�#+�9.".4#% !�'49#"!. &*�!#
4*; ��2%*,,��04�C%,!�. �#1$�/'99'*�6/#�=*1'*3*$�+"#4�.�3*"-�*."1-�.2*�!/.!
4.7' 2�.�$'++*"* &*�6.,�.11� !/.!�4.!!*"*$(�G#%"�&# !"'=%!'# � !#� !/*�9*#91*
-#%� ,*"3*� /.,� '44*.,%".=1*� 3.1%*<� . $� -#%� /.3*� &/. 2*$� 9*#91*0,� 1'3*,(� �
$# 0!�!/' 7�!/*"*�."*�4. -�$3�,.�.2* &'*,�6/#�."*�.=1*�!#�9"#3'$*�!/*�1*3*1
#+�,.1."-�. $�=* *+'!,�!#�. -�#+�!/*'"�,!.++�!/.!�6#%1$�=*�&#44* ,%".!*�6'!/
!/#,*� ' � !/*� +#"�9"#+'!� ,*&!#"; .1!/#%2/� �� 7 #6� !/.!� 4#,!� $#� =*!!*"� !/. 
4' *�. $<�.99."* !1-<�-#%",(�)%!�6*�."*�,.3' 2�. $�&/. 2' 2�1'3*,; . $�!/.!
4.-�=*�!/*�# 1-�J 9.-#++K �6*�2*!R

%�(

��& ���
���
�����<� ��-���  #!*� �<� .!� �����Q� @$',&%,,' 2� !/*� "*1.!'# ,/'9� =*!6** 
,!.!*�2#3*" 4* !,�. $�!/*�=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�4#3*4* !A(

28

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :�

)%!� !/*�9"#=1*4�2#*,�=*-# $�* !. 21*4* !�6'!/�2#3*" 4* !(� � �!
.1,#� ".',*,� +*4' ',!� &# &*" ,� .=#%!� $*9* $* &*� # � 9.!"'."&/.1
' ,!'!%!'# ,�' �=#!/�!/*�9%=1'&�. $�9"'3.!*�,*&!#",(� �� *�#+�!/*�4#,!
' !*"*,!' 2� 1',!� &# 3*",.!'# ,� $%"' 2� !/*� 9*"'#$� �� *8.4' *$
&# &*" *$� +% $' 2� #+� ,/*1!*",� . $� $#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� .$3#&.&-
9"#2".4,(� � �/*� $',&%,,'# � ,!."!*$� 6'!/� .� 9#,!� +"#4� .� 3#1% !**"
.$3#&.!*�  .4*$� �."* (� � �/*� ,!.!*$� !/.!� .� 6*11�7 #6 �  .!'# .1
&#"9#".!'# � @6/'&/� �� 6'11� &.11� X��#"9(A

�Q
� 6.,� !#%!' 2� '!,� +% $' 2� #+

$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�,/*1!*",�6/* �'!�' �+.&!�6.,�$#' 2�3'"!%.11-� #!/' 2(

�'4=*"1-<�.�	������4*4=*"�+"#4��1=*"!.<��. .$.�="#.$* *$�!/*
',,%*�

�� !/' 7� !/*� 9"#=1*4� ',� ='22*"� !/. � H!/',� 9."!'&%1."� &#"9#".!'# O(
�*!0,�+.&*�'!<�!/*�4.C#"'!-�#+�%,�."*�$#' 2�6#"7�!/.!�',�% $*"+% $*$
=-� #%"� 2#3*" 4* !,<� *3* � !/#%2/� 7**9' 2� 6#4* � . $� &/'1$"* 
,.+*� ',� !/*'"� "*,9# ,'='1'!-(� � �#� 4. -� #"2. 'I.!'# ,� /.3*� !#� ,**7
+% $' 2�+"#4�1*,,� !/. �$*,'".=1*�,#%"&*,<� !/' 7' 2�!/.!�.!� 1*.,!�6*
&. �/*19�.�+*6�4#"*�6#4* �!/',�6.-(�@��"*+*"�-#%�!#�!6#�*8&*11* !
."!'&1*,�' �!/*�
#3*4=*"������',,%*,�#+�J�++�#%"�).&7,K ����	���
���
%��. $����������
%��
%����
��
����������
3�������
/�������
5
!���'�
�����-
*�����
$����	
3����2(A���3* �!/#,*�+% $' 2�9#!,�."*�2*!!' 2�,4.11*"�
C%,!�1.,!�6**7<�!/*�H2#3*" 4* !�' ��1=*"!.�.  #% &*$�'!�6.,�&%!!' 2
+% $' 2�!/.!�&.4*�+"#4�1#!!*"'*,O(��
#!�!/.!�!/*�1#!!*"-�=#."$,�6*"*
J ,.+*K �. $�J% !.' !*$K �+% $' 2<�=%!�.!�1*.,!�!/*-�/.$�+*6*"�,!"' 2,
.!!.&/*$� !/. � .� 9."! *",/'9� 6'!/� �.1',4. R

�
� �#�  #6� 6*� @. $

#!/*",A�."*�2#' 2�!#�/.3*�!#�$*&'$*�6/*!/*"�!#�2'3*�%9�.�+*6�4#"*
#+�#%"�9"' &'91*,�!#�2*!�+% $' 2�*1,*6/*"*�#"�UUU

�!0,�"*.11-�'"# '&�!/.!�.11�!/',�',�/.99* ' 2�.,���.4�!"-' 2�!#�6"'!*�%9
2%'$*1' *,�9#1'&'*,� ."#% $� +% $' 2<� &#"9#".!*� ' 3#13*4* !� . $
$# .!'# ,�+#"�#%"�.2* &-(

�L

�'!.� �4'!/<� !/*� �8*&%!'3*� �'"*&!#"� #+� !/*� 
.!'# .1� �#.1'!'# 
�2.' ,!��#4*,!'&��'#1* &*�@J
����KA<�"*,9# $*$�


�����/.,� ,!"%221*$�6'!/� !/',� ',,%*� ,' &*�#%"� ' &*9!'# � ' � �:��(

                                                          
�Q( �#,!' 2�#+���Q:<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*

6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(� � �� .4�=*' 2�9%"9#,*+%11-� 3.2%*<� =*&.%,*��."* �6#"7,� +#"�X
�#"9(�. $�4.$*�&1*."�' �.�1.!*"�9#,!�!/.!�,/*�&#%1$�=*�+'"*$�'+�'!�6*"*�7 #6 �!/.!�,/*
6.,�J =1#6' 2�!/*�6/',!1*K �# �!/*�&#49. -0,�=#2%,�,%99#"!�#+�,/*1!*",(

�( �/* ���.,7*$��'4=*"1-�!#�*891.' �!/*��.1',4. �"*+*"* &*<�,/*�6"#!*�

�.1',4. �',�. �#'1�&#49. -�' ��.12."-�!/.!�@% !'1�"*&* !1-A�+% $*$�9."!�#+�'!,
#9*".!'# �!/"#%2/�#'1�9"#C*&!,�' ��%$. (���/*"*�6.,�.�&# &*"!*$�*++#"!�!#�2*!
!/*4�!#�1*.3*��%$. �=*&.%,*�!/*'"�9"#C*&!,�6*"*�'49.&!' 2�!/*�2#3 *"4* !<
. $� !/*� 2#3*" 4* !� 6.,� "*9"*,,' 2� !/*� 9*#91*(� ��*� ,%&&**$*$� ' � 2*!!' 2
!/*4�#%!�#+��%$. (

��4.'1�!#��.!/1** ��.'!,�@
#3(��:<�����<��Q�������A�@# �+'1*�6'!/�.%!/#"A(

�L( �#,!' 2�#+����Q<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

29

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�L F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

�/*�D%*,!'# ,�."*� #!�*.,-<�. $�!/*�. ,6*",�&#4*�*3* �/."$*"(� �!
,**4,� !#� 4*� !/.!� !/*"*� ',� 3*"-� 1'!!1*� 4# *-� .3.'1.=1*� +#"
9/'1. !/"#9-�!/.!�', 0!�!.' !*$�' �,#4*�+.,/'# (��/*�2#3*" 4* !�',
&*"!.' 1-� #!�.�2"*.!�+% $' 2�9."! *"<�!/*-�/.3*�"%1*,�!/.!�4.7*�4*
&"' 2*�.=#%!�/#6�6*�&. �%,*�!/*'"�4# *-<�6/.!�6*�&. �9"' !<�6/#
6*� &. � !".' � . $� 6/.!� 6*� !".' � !/*4� # (� �,� .� "*,%1!<� 
����
$#*, 0!� ,**7� +% $' 2� +"#4�!/*� +*$*".1�2#3*" 4* !<� *3* �6'!/� !/*
/%2*�9#!,�#+�4# *-�&#4' 2�+"#4������,' &*��::Q(

�� $# 0!� 7 #6� /#6� !#� &# !' %*� !#� *89. $� . $� 2"#6<� !#�4**!� !/*
 **$,� #+� =.!!*"*$� 6#4* � . $� 9"#2".4,�&#.1'!'# ,� ,*"3' 2� !/*4<
6'!/#%!� !.7' 2� ,#4*# *� *1,*0,�4# *-(��*� 6#"7� 3*"-� /."$� !#� %,*
,#4*� ,#%"&*�#+� +'1!*"<� !#� !"-� . $� 21*. � #%!� !/*�6#",!� #++* $*",� #+
&#"9#".!*�2"**$�#"�$',"*2."$�+#"�/%4. �"'2/!,<�=%!�.!�,#4*�9#' !
6*�/.3*�!#�+' $�6.-,�!#�+% $�#%"�*8',!* &*(

�*� %,*� 4.!*"'.1� &"*.!*$� =-� !/*� �#% &'1� # � �&# #4'&� �"'#"'!'*,
H���O<�6/#�,%"3*-�4.C#"�&#"9#".!'# ,�# �',,%*,� 1'7*�.$3. &*4* !
#+�6#4* �. $�4' #"'!'*,<�&# !".&!,�6'!/�$*9!(�#+�$*+* ,*<�9"#$%&!
!*,!' 2�# �. '4.1,<�*!&(��/*-�/.3*�.=#%!����&.!*2#"'*,� !/*-�%,*�!#
$*!*"4' *�'+� !/*�&#"9#".!'# �6#"7,�!#�"*$%&*� !/*� *2.!'3*� '49.&!
#+�!/*'"�9"#$%&!'# �# �9*#91*<�*491#-**,�. $�!/*�* 3'"# 4* !(

�%!,'$*�1##7' 2�.!�!/.!�+'1!*"<�6*�!"-�!#�$*!*"4' *�'+�!/*�9."! *",/'9
6'11� =* *+'!� 
����� . $� #%"� &# ,!'!%* !,(� �*� /.3*� $*3*1#9*$
,*3*".1� #!/*"� &"'!*"'.� 6*� %,*� # &*� !/*-� ".!*� 6*11� ' � !/*� ���
4.!*"'.1(��04�C%,!� #!�,%"*�6/.!�*1,*�!#�$#<�,/#"!�#+�&1#,' 2�%9�,/#9
. $�2#' 2�/#4*(

��

�."* <�!/*�6#4. �6/#�+'",!�6"#!*�!/*�.1*"!�.=#%!�X��#"9(<�"*91'*$
!#��'!.�

�'��'!.(� � ��$'$ 0!�4*. �!#�&.11� ' !#�D%*,!'# �. -�#+�-#%"�$*&','# ,
"*2."$' 2� . -� +% $' 2� -#%� "*&*'3*(� �+� �� &.4*� .&"#,,� !/.!� 6.-<� �
.9#1#2'I*(��!�6.,� #!�4-�' !* !(���.=,#1%!*1-�.$3#&.!*�!/.!�-#%�!.7*
6/.!*3*"�,!*9,�-#%�$**4� *&*,,."-�!#�&# !' %*�-#%"�#"2. 'I.!'# ,
,%&&*,,(

	% $' 2� ',� $'++'&%1!� !#� 2.' � . $� '+� X� �#"9(� $#*,� ' � +.&!� $*1'3*"
+' . &'.1�.'$�#"�#!/*"�"*,#%"&*,�!#�-#%"�#"2. 'I.!'# ���.4�!/*�+'",!
# *�!#�,%99#"!� !/.!�. $�!#�=*�.99"*&'.!'3*(��/*�' !* !�#+�4-�9#,!
6.,�# 1-�!#�9%!�#%!�!/*�4*,,.2*�!#�=*�6."-�#+�!/*�X��#"90,�&1.'4,
=*&.%,*� ,#4*�#+� !/*4�."* 0!� .&&%".!*� .,� !/*� &#49. -� "*9"*,* !,
!/*4(

��

�%,. ��&�**<� !/*� ,/*1!*"�$'"*&!#"�#+� ��	���#%,*� ' ��  ��"=#"<
�'&/'2. <�6"#!*�

                                                          
��( �#,!' 2�#+����L<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( �#,!' 2�#+�����<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

30

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :��

�/. 7�-#%<��."* �+#"�.� '&*�9#,!(����=*1'*3*�!/.!�'!�',�&"'!'&.1�+#"�%,
!#�=*�.=1*�!#�$',&%,,�!/*,*�',,%*,�9.,,'# .!*1-<�-*!�"*,9*&!+%11-(���%"
,/*1!*"� $#*,� !.7*� 2#3*" 4* !� 4# *-<� . $� /.,� ,*"3*$� /% $"*$,
4#"*�6#4* �!/. �6*�%,*$� !#�6'!/#%!� '!(� �)%!� '!�&#4*,�6'!/�.�='2
9"'&*(���04�,!"%221' 2�.=#%!��/'1'9��#""',�4# *-�H�/'1'9��#""',�/.,
$# *�,#4*�+% $' 2�#+�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*<�. $�/.,�6'$*1-�.$3*"!',*$
!/.!� ,%99#"!<� 9"*,%4.=1-� ' � . � *++#"!� !#� "*/.='1'!.!*� '!,� '4.2*(
�. -�.$3#&.!*,<�1'7*��#  .<�/.3*�D%.14,�.=#%!�!.7' 2�4# *-�+"#4
.�!#=.&&#�4. %+.&!%"*"(���#�+."<��#  .0,�,/*1!*"�/.,� #!�.&&*9!*$
�/'1'9��#""',�4# *-(O����7**9�,**' 2�3*"-<�3*"-�1."2*�='11=#."$,�6'!/
#%"�&"',',�1' *(

�:

�'!.��4'!/�#+�!/*�
����<�"*91'*$�!#��."* �

�/',� $',&%,,'# � ',� &"'!'&.1� !#� 
����� /#1$' 2� !"%*� !#� '!,� 4',,'# <
. $� ,#� -#%� &. � D%*,!'# � #%"� $*&','# ,� .11� -#%� 1'7*(� �� % $*",!. $
-#%�$'$ 0!� /.3*� !/.!� ' !* !'# � ' � !/',� 9."!'&%1."� &.,*<� =%!� �� $# 0!
6. !�. -# *�!#� #!�,9*.7�#%!�6/* �!/*-�+**1�
�����/.,�2#!!* �#++
!/*� 4."7(� �� 6#"7� "*.11-� /."$� !#�  #!� !.7*� !/',� 7' $� #+� +**$=.&7
9*",# .11-<� . $� 6/* � '!0,� 2'3* � "*,9*&!+%11-<� !/.!0,�  #!� !*""'=1-
$'++'&%1!(� �!� $#*,� =*&#4*� /."$*"� 6/* � !/*� +**$=.&7� !.7*,� # � .
4#"*� 9*",# .1� . $� .&&%,' 2� !# *<� =%!� *3* � !/* � �� "*.1'I*� !/*
9#,'!'# � 
����� /#1$,� +#"� !/',� 4#3*4* !� . $� 6. !� !#� /.3*� . 
#9* �$'.1#2%*�.=#%!�/#6�6*�$#�#%"�6#"7(

��/.3*�/#9*,�!/.!�#%"�"*1.!'# ,/'9�6'!/�X��#"9(�6'11�.&!%.11-�="' 2
,#4*� &/. 2*,� ' � !/*'"� &#"9#".!*� 9"#&*,,� 6'!/� *491#-**,(� H�/*"*
/.$� =** � $',&%,,'# � .=#%!� ,#4*� 9#1'&'*,� #+� X� �#"9(� !/.!� /.$� .
9#!* !'.1� .$3*",*�.++*&!�# � +*4.1*�*491#-**,(O� � ��6. !*$� !/*4� !#
7 #6�!/.!� '+� !/*-�=*2. �.�9%=1'&�9."! *",/'9�6'!/�%,<� !/.!�6*�/.$
4*4=*",� . $� ,%99#"!*",� 6/#� 4.-� 1*!� !/*4� 7 #6� '+� !/*-� ."* 0!
/.99-� 6'!/� .� 9#1'&-� #"� 9".&!'&*(� �/*� 9*",# � +"#4� X� �#"9(
.99"*&'.!*$�4-�="' 2' 2�'!�%9<�. $�!/*�!6#�#+�%,�$*&'$*$�!#�4#3*
./*.$(

�+�-#%�/.3*�,#4*�9#' !,�-#%0$�1'7*�!#�4.7*�6'!/�!/*�&#"9#".!'# <��
!/' 7� '!�6#%1$�=*� 2##$� +#"� !/*4� !#� /*."� +"#4� -#%(��#"9#".!'# ,
 **$�!#�=*�/*1$�.&&#% !.=1*�+#"�!/*�9#1'&'*,�. $�9".&!'&*,�!/*-�%,*<
*,9*&'.11-� 6/* � '!� &# !".$'&!,� !/*� 9%=1'&� '4.2*� !/*-� 9"*,* !� !#
*8',!' 2� . $� 9#!* !'.1� &# ,%4*",� #+� !/*'"� 9"#$%&!(� �,� 6'!/
�# 2"*,,<�6'!/�=%,' *,,*,�6*�3#!*�6'!/�#%"�$#11.",<�. $�!/.!�/#1$,�.
2##$�='!�#+�9#6*"�6/* �6*�=%'1$�&#.1'!'# ,�!#�4.7*�&/. 2*,�' �!/*
6#"1$(

�/. 7,�+#"�-#%"�,%99#"!�. $�6'11' 2 *,,�!#�,/."*<�'!�$#*,�4.!!*"�!#
4*(

��

                                                          
�:( �#,!' 2�#+�����<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( �#,!' 2�#+����L<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*

31

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

� $�' �.�1.!*"�*4.'1<��'!.�,.'$�

��&. �2'3*�X��#"9(�!/*�' +#"4.!'# �H.=#%!�&#"9#".!*�9#1'&-�!/.!�',
=.$�+#"�6#4* �. $O�',�,#�&# !".$'&!#"-�!#�!/*�'4.2*�!/*-�9"*,* !<
. $�.,7�!/*4�!#�/*19�4*�% $*",!. $�/#6�!/',�4.7*,�,* ,*(��' &*
4#,!�#+�#%"�C#=�',�!#�&/.11* 2*�9*#91*0,�!/' 7' 2�.=#%!�/#6�6*�$#
!/' 2,� .,� .� ,#&'*!-<� �� &. � &#4+#"!.=1-� * 2.2*� &#"9#".!'# ,� ' � !/',
7' $�#+�$'.1#2%*(��.-=*�6*�4.7*�.�$'++*"* &*<�4.-=*�6*�$# 0!<�=%!
�� !/' 7� '!� ',� '49*".!'3*� !/.!� 
����� &.""-� !/*� D%*,!'# � !#� !/*
9#6*",�!/.!�=*(

�011�7**9�6#"7' 2�6'!/�!/*4�# �!/',<�. $�!/*-�."*�&*"!.' 1-� #!�!/*
# 1-�&#"9#".!'# �6*�6#"7�6'!/�!/.!�6*�/.3*�!#�$#�.6."* *,,�6#"7
6'!/(

��

�"' <�.�"%".1�,/*1!*"�$'"*&!#"�6/#�/.$�"*&* !1-�*89*"'* &*$�!*""'=1*
=%$2*!�&%!,<�6"#!*�

�!� ',� .� ,!"%221*� . $� �<� 1'7*� !/*� "*,!� #+�%,<� .4� ,%++*"' 2� 3*"-�4'8*$
*4#!'# ,(� ��<�6'!/�!/*�+% $' 2�&%!,�6*03*�,%++*"*$�.1"*.$-�1.,!�-*."
. $�!/*�4%&/� **$*$�*89. ,'# �#+�9"#2".4,�6*�#++*"<���C%,!�&. 0!
,**�. -�6.-�#!/*"�!/. �!#�!.7*�6/.!*3*"�6*�&. �2*!<�+"#4�6/#*3*"
6'11�2'3*�'!�!#�%,(����,%99#,*���C%,!'+-�'!�!#�4-,*1+�=-�&# &* !".!' 2�# 
!/*� 6#"7� 6*� $#� . $� !/*� ,*"3'&*,� 6*� 9"#3'$*� !/.!� ."* 0!� .3.'1.=1*
+"#4�. -# *�*1,*� ' � !/*�&#% !-�(�(�(� '+�6*�6*"* 0!�/*"*<� !/*"*0$�=*
 #=#$-�!#�/*19�!/*,*�6#4* �. $�&/'1$"* (

��

�/',�$'.1#2%*�# �+% $".',' 2�#=3'#%,1-�'491'&.!*,�* 2.2*4* !�6'!/
!/*� ,!.!*<� .,� 6*11� .,� * 2.2*4* !� 6'!/� !/*� 9.!"'."&/.1<� &.9'!.1',!'&<
,!.!%,�D%#� * !'!'*,� 1'7*� X� �#"9(� . $� �/'1'9� �#""',(� � �#3*" 4* !
,%99#"!�+#"�,/*1!*",�',�.�J4'8*$�=1*,,' 2(K

��
���/',�+% $' 2�1*2'!'4'I*$

!/*� ,/*1!*"�4#3*4* !<� =%!� .1,#�4#3*$� .$3#&.!*,� .6.-� +"#4� ".$'&.1
+*4' ',!�'$*.,�. $�&/.11* 2*,�!#�!/*�,!.!*(

�Q

G*!� !/*� 	������ $',&%,,'# � "*!.' ,� .!� 1*.,!� ,#4*� #+� !/*� #%!,'$*"<
2".,,"##!,� . $� ".$'&.1� '$*.,� #+� !/*� =.!!*"*$� 6#4* 0,� 4#3*4* !� #+
!/'"!-�-*.",�.2#(

�
��	������4*4=*",�&# !' %*�!#�*4=".&*�!/*�+*4' ',!

1.=*1� . $� +*4' ',!� . .1-,',(� � �/*-� "*C*&!� 2* $*"� *%!".1� .99"#.&/*,(
�*"/.9,�4#,!� '49#"!. !1-<� !/*-�% $*",!. $�!/*�&.!&/����#+� +% $' 2�

                                                          
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( �#,!' 2�#+���Q�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( �#,!' 2�#+�����<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��& ���� ���
�����<� ��-���  #!*� �<� .!� ���� @ #!' 2� /#6� 2#3*" 4* !� +% $' 2� +#"
=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�,/*1!*",�1*2'!'4'I*$�!/*�,/*1!*",�-*!�% $*"4' *$�!/*'"�' '!'.1�+#&%,
# �*49#6*"' 2�=.!!*"*$�6#4* A(

�Q& %�&

�& ���
��&
.!�����@&#44* !' 2�# �!/*�2".,,"##!,<�J #%!,'$*"K �#"'2' ,�=*/' $�!/*
&"*.!'# �#+�!/*�=.!!*"*$�6#4. 0,�4#3*4* !�' �!/*��:L�,A(

32

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :�:

*'!/*"� .&&*9!' 2� ��� "*C*&!' 2� 4# *-� !/"*.!* ,� +*4' ',!� $#4*,!'&
3'#1* &*�6#"7(

�� !/' 7� !/',�$'.1#2%*�.1,#� ,/#6,� !/*�&# &*9!�#+�$'.1*&!'&,�.!�6#"7(
�,��'I�6"'!*,<

�'.1*&!'&.1� .99"#.&/*,� *49/.,'I*� !/*� '$*.� #+� 9"#&*,,; !/*
9"#&*,,<� &#  *&!'# � . $� #99#,'!'# � #+� $%.1'!'*,; . $� 1##7� +#"
,%=,*D%* !� &/. 2*� . $� !". ,&* $* &*(� �� *� >4#4* !0� 2'3*,� "',*
!#� '!,�#6 � *2.!'# (�(�(�(�H�O �'$*.�4.-�=*�=#!/�6/.!� '!�.99*.",� !#
=*�. $�,#4*!/' 2�*1,*�.!�!/*�,.4*�!'4*(�(�(�(��/*�$'.1*&!'&.1�9"#&*,,
',� #!�.�4*&/. '&.1�&# +"# !.!'# �#+�. �#99#,'!*�+"#4�#%!,'$*<�=%!
. �#"2. '&�*4*"2* &*�. $�$*3*1#94* !�#+�#99#,'!'# �. $�&/. 2*
+"#4�6'!/' �!/*�>4#4* !0�#"�'$*.�'!,*1+(

�L

�11�9."!'&'9. !,� ' �!/*� +% $".',' 2�$'.1#2%*�."*� ' !* ,*1-�.6."*�#+
!/*�&#491*8'!-�. $�&# !".$'&!'# �' �!/*'"�9#,'!'# (���/*"*�."*� #�*.,-
. ,6*",� #"� ,!."7� $%.1'!'*,� #++*"*$� /*"*(� � �3*"-# *� % $*",!. $,� !/.!
.&&*9!' 2� 4# *-� +"#4� 2#3*" 4* !� . $�#"� &#"9#".!'# ,� ',
,'4%1!. *#%,1-� *&*,,."-�. $�9"#=1*4.!'&(���/*-�/#9*�!/.!�!/*-�&. 
.&&*9!� 4# *-� +"#4� 9.!"'."&/.1� ' ,!'!%!'# ,� 6/'1*� &# !' %' 2� !#
&/.11* 2*� !/#,*� 3*"-� ' ,!'!%!'# ,(� � �/*-� +*."� !/*'"� ".$'&.1� +*4' ',!
3','# � ',�=*' 2�&#�#9!*$(� �G*!� !/*-�&. 0!� &#491*!*1-� !%" � !/*'"�=.&7,
# �,#%"&*,�#+�4# *-�!/.!�&#%1$�,.3*�!/*�1'3*,�#+�6#4* �. $�&/'1$"* (
�/*-�"*,9*&!+%11-�&/.11* 2*�*.&/�#!/*"�!#�"*4.' �+.'!/+%1�!#�+*4' ',!
3','# ,(

�1*."1-<� 	������ 4*4=*",� ,!'11� &# ,'$*"� !/*4,*13*,� +*4' ',!
.&!'3',!,(��? 1'7*�4. -�9*#91*�6#"7' 2�' �!/*����+'*1$<�!/*-�"*+%,*�!#
$*+' *�!/*'"�6#"7�.,�# 1-�' $'3'$%.1'I*$�. $�,*"3'&*�#"'* !*$(

��

3&

��
 ������
"�������
/������
$����������
��
*����-��
6--��������
���
�����
��
"�������
������

�/*� "*4.' ' 2� ,*&!'# ,� 6'11� =*� ="'*+� =%!� ,'491-� &#%1$�  #!� =*
#4'!!*$(���'I�*89"*,,*,�&# &*" �!/.!�=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�.$3#&.!*,�/.3*
J ' ,%++'&'* !1-�&#  *&!*$�=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�*89*"'* &*,�=#!/� !#� !/*
1."2*"�. $�4#"*�2* *".1�9"#=1*4,�#+�6#4* �. $�!#�!/#,*�#+�3'#1* &*
=*!6** � ' !'4.!*,(K

��
� � �/*� %"2*,� %,� !#� =*� .6."*� !/.!� J .� !/*#"*!'&.1

+".4*6#"7� !/.!�"*&#2 'I*,� !/*�9"'4.&-�#+�2* $*"� **$� #!�*8&1%$*
#!/*"�+.&!#",(K

�:
� ��*8%.1�#"'* !.!'# <�".&*<�&1.,,�. $�.2*�#%2/!� !#�=*

                                                          
�L& ���
��&
.!��(

��& ���
 ��&
 .!� :�� @$',&%,,' 2� /#6� !/*� =.!!*"*$� 6#4* 0,�4#3*4* !� ',� &# +1'&!*$
=*!6** � !/*� 9%=1'&� $*+' '!'# � #+� $#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� . $� !/*�  **$� +#"� ' $'3'$%.1<
9"'3.!'I*$�!-9*�,#1%!'# ,A(

��& %�&
.!���(

�:( ���
�����<���-��� #!*��<�.!�L�(

33

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

"*&#2 'I*$� .,� ' !*"&#  *&!*$� 3."'.=1*,� !/.!� .++*&!� =#!/� !/*
9*"9*!%.!'# � #+� 3'#1* &*� . $� ' ,!'!%!'# .1� . $� 2#3*" 4* !.1
"*,9# ,*,(K

:�

	'",!<� 	������ ,%99#"!,� . $� * &#%".2*,� .� ="#.$� $*+' '!'# � #+
+*4' ',4(� ��#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*� ',�&# !' %.11-�&#  *&!*$� !#�9.!"'."&/-
. $� !/*� #99"*,,'# � #+� 6#4* (� � 	������ 4*4=*",� ."*� &1*."� !/.!
J ' !'4.!*� 3'#1* &*<� ,*8%.1� .=%,*� . $� ".9*� H."*O� 2* $*"*$(K

:�

�# ,*D%* !1-<� .11� $',&%,,'# ,� . $� ' +#"4.!'# � .=#%!� 6#4* 
. -6/*"*�' �!/*�6#"1$�."*�&# ,'$*"*$�# �!#9'&(

:�
���',&%,,'# ,�#+�#!/*"

#99"*,,'# ,<�,%&/�.,�/#4#9/#='.<�".&',4<�9#3*"!-<�. $�.2',4�."*�.1,#
' &1%$*$(���',!�$',&%,,'# ,�."*�+."�+"#4�.=,!".&!(���. -�9#,!,�."*�J &.11,
!#�.&!'# K �# �.�6'$*�3."'*!-�#+�',,%*,<� #!�C%,!�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*<�. $
 #!�C%,!�6#4* (

F%,!�.� +*6�*8.491*,<�9"*,* !*$�&/"# #1#2'&.11-<�2'3*�.� ,4.11� ,* ,*
#+�	������"'&/�+*4' ',!�!.9*,!"-�

• �"#!*,!,�#+��4' *40,�.99*.". &*�# �!/*��".44-��6."$,
:�

• 	.!�.,�.�+*4' ',!�',,%*
:Q

• �#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�,*"3'&*,�+#"�6#4* �6'!/�$',.='1'!'*,
:

• �"#!*,!,� #+� !/*�  #4' .!'# � #+� F#/ � �,/&"#+!� .,� �!!#" *-
�* *".1

:L

• � $"*.��6#"7' 0,�="' 2' 2�!#2*!/*"��#1#&.%,!�$* '.1�. $�".9*
$* '.1

:�

• 	*4' ',!� &"'!'D%*,� #+� F#/ ��".-� @J�* ��"*�	"#4��.",K A� . $
F#/ � )".$,/.6� @J�*.1' 2� !/*� �/.4*� !/.!� )' $,� G#%K � . $
#!/*"����!/*".9-�,/#6,�. $�&#44*"&'.1�9"#$%&!,A

:�

                                                          
:�& %�&

:�& %�&�.!��:�(

:�( �/',� .!%".11-� 1*.$,� !#� 3*"-� /*.3-� !".++'&� # � !/*� 1',!(� � ���
 ��-��
 #!*� ��� . $
.&&#49. -' 2� !*8!(� @	������ .3*".2*,�4#"*� !/. � +'+!** � 4*,,.2*,� 9*"� $.-(A� � �/*
/*.3-�!".++'&�',�9"#=1*4.!'&B�!/*"*�."*�9*#91*�6/#�1*.3*�!/*�1',!�=*&.%,*�!/*�3#1%4*�',
#3*"6/*14' 2(� ��+�!/#,*�6/#�,!.-<�9"#=.=1-� #�# *�"*.$,�*3*"-�6#"$�#+�*3*"-�9#,!B
!/*"*0,�C%,!�!##�4%&/(��)%!�!/*�/*.3-�!".++'&�',�.1,#�.�=1*,,' 2(���/#,*�6/#�,!'&7�'!�#%!
# �!/*�1',!�."*�&# ,!. !1-�"*4' $*$�#+�!/*�6'$*�". 2*�#+�+*4' ',!�&# &*" ,(

:�( �#,!' 2�#+���:�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@F. (�<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(

:Q( �#,!' 2,� #+� ���<� ����<� ��Q�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F. (� �<� ����A
@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

:( �#,!' 2� #+��QQ�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F. (� ��<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

:L& ����
 �&�&<��#,!' 2�#+��QL�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@F. (���<�����A� @&#9-
# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

:�( �#,!' 2� #+��Q��<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F. (� ��<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

:�& ����
 �&�&<� �#,!' 2,� #+��Q:�<��Q::<���<���L<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4
@F. (��Q<������. $�F. (��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

34

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :��

• � +#"4.!'# � .=#%!� ' !*" .!'# .1� +.4'1-� 91.  ' 2
::
� . $

�"*,'$* !��*#"2*��(�)%,/0,�. !'�&/#'&*�9#1'&'*,
���

• �.11� !#� .&!'# � !#� ,%99#"!� ' &1%$' 2� 2.-,� . $� 1*,='. ,� ' � /.!*
&"'4*�1*2',1.!'# 

���

• J�* *".!'# �6.",K �' �!/*�+*4' ',!�4#3*4* !
���

• �#" #2".9/-<
���
� ' &1%$' 2�9"#!*,!' 2�G./##0,�' 3#13*4* !�6'!/

&-=*"�9#" 
��Q

• �99#,'!'# �!#�!/*�$*.!/�9* .1!-
��

• �"#=1*4,�#+�2.-�1*,='. �=',*8%.1�!". ,,*8%.1�-#%!/
��L

• � 2#' 2�9"#=1*4,�6'!/�1.&7�#+�6#4* �' �4*$'&.1�!"'.1,
���

• �#44* !,� # � !/*� �.1'=. � . $� !/*'"� #99"*,,'# � #+� �+2/. 
6#4* �1�������*9!*4=*"���<�����

���

• �.11�+#"�."!6#"7�=-�'44'2". !�6#4* 
��:

• �*D%*,!�+#"�."2%4* !,�!#�.$$"*,,�&1.'4�!/.!�9#,!,�&/.11* 2' 2
".&',4� . $� 6/'!*� 9"'3'1*2*� 6*"*� J#++� !#9'&K � # � .� 1',!,*"3*� +#"
1*,='. �4#!/*",

���

• �1*.,� !#� /*19� 2.-�1*,='. �=',*8%.1�!". ,*8%.1� 3'&!'4,� #+

                                                          
::( �#,!' 2� #+��QL<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F. (� �L<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2� #+��L:�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F. (� ��<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2� #+���:L�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�9"(� Q<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2,� #+� ���<� ��<� �:<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F. (� ��<� ����A
@&#9'*,�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2� #+���::L<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�9"(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��Q& �����#,!' 2�#+����Q<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(���<�����A� @&#9-�# 
+'1*� 6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*AB� ���
 ����� �#,!' 2� #+� ����Q<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4
@�9"(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( �#,!' 2�#+����Q<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��L( �#,!' 2�#+����L<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(���<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(���/',�9#,!' 2�',�.� *6,�,!#"-�.=#%!�	1#"'$.�,!.!*�1*2',1.!#"��11* 
�"#3'11'# <� 6/#� ,.'$<� J�#$� ',� 2#' 2� !#� $*,!"#-� -#%<K � !#� .� 2"#%9� #+� 2.-<� 1*,='. <
=',*8%.1� . $� !". ,2* $*"*$� !** .2*",� 6/#� /.$� &#4*� !#� 1#==-� /'4� .=#%!� !/*
/.".,,4* !�. $�3'#1* &*�!/*-�+.&*$�.!�,&/##1(��%�&

���( �#,!' 2�#+�����Q<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(��:<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+���:��<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��:( �#,!' 2�#+������<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(���<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���& �����#,!' 2�#+���L�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�%2(��Q<�����A�@&#9-�# 
+'1*� 6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*AB� ���
 ����� �#,!' 2� #+� �����<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4
@�%2(��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

35

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

�*9!*4=*"���
���

• �.11� !#� .&!'# � +"#4� �."* !,� 	.4'1'*,� . $� 	"'* $,� #+� �*,='. ,
. $��.-,�@J�	���KA� +#"�=#-&#!!�#+��.13.!'# ��"4-��/"',!4.,
+% $".',' 2<�$%*�!#��.13.!'# ��"4-0,�/#4#9/#='&�9#1'&'*,

���

• �# &*" � *89"*,,*$� !/.!� 3'"!%.11-� .11� .$,� +#"� 6*=&.4,� +*.!%"*
,&. !'1-�&1.$�6#4* �* &#%".2*�3#-*%"',4�. $�,!.17' 2<�.,�6*11
.,�!"*.!' 2�6#4* �.,�,*8�#=C*&!,

���

• �.11� +#"� ,%99#"!� #+� �4*"'&. � �&.$*4-� #+� �*$'.!"'&,0� ,!. &*
* $#",' 2�.$#9!'# �=-�2.-,�. $�1*,='. ,

��Q

• 
*6,�,!#"-�.=#%!��.%$'�9#1'&*�,!#99' 2�!/*�+'"*�"*,&%*�.!�. �.11�
2'"1,� ,&/##1<� =*&.%,*� ,#4*� #+� !/*� 2'"1,� 6*"*�  #!� &#491*!*1-
&#3*"*$

��

• 	*4.1*�3'&!'4,�#3*"1##7*$�' ��.!/#1'&��/%"&/0,�,*8�,&. $.1
��L

+& ��
�������
��
3������
+,-������
���
���
��������
��
�
3������
"�������
�	1��
��������	

�'I�!.17,�.=#%!�!/*� **$�!#�="'$2*�!/*�2.9�=*!6** �.&.$*4'&,�. $
.&!'3',!,(

���
���/*�!.17,�.=#%!�/*"�).!!*"*$��#4* �. $�!/*��.6�&#%",*

.!��."3."$�. $�6/.!�.�6# $*"+%1�*89*"'* &*�'!�6.,�+#"�=#!/�/*"�. $
/*"�,!%$* !,(

	������ ',<� .!� '!,� =*,!<� .1,#� .� &#44% '!-� #+� .&!'3',!,� . $� ,&/#1.",(
� $<� % 1'7*� �'I0,� *89*"'* &*<� 	������ "*.&/*,� .&"#,,� 3.,!
2*#2".9/'&.1�."*.,�. $�+."�=*-# $�1.6-*",(��	������* &#49.,,*,� #!
C%,!� 1.6-*",�. $� ,/*1!*"�6#"7*",<�=%!� &#44% '!-� .&!'3',!,<� .&.$*4'&,
. $�#"2. 'I*",(� ��!� ' &1%$*,�9*#91*�6/#03*�=** �$#' 2�!/',�6#"7�+#"
4#"*�!/. �!6* !-�-*.",<�. $�!/#,*�6/#�."*� C%,!� ,!."!' 2(� �� $<�4#,!
&"'!'&.11-<�'!�' &1%$*,�,%"3'3#",(

�/*� 1*." ' 2� !/.!� 2#*,� # � ' � ,%&/� . � * 3'"# 4* !� &. � =*<� 1'7*
�'I0,�&#%",*<�/*.$-�,!%++(���*#91*�$#� #!�/.3*�!#�"*' 3* !�!/*�6/**1;
!/*-�&. �.,7�+#"�!/*�*89*"!',*�#+�#!/*",(� ��+�# *�9*",# �',�.6."*�#+�.

                                                          
���( �#,!' 2�#+��L��<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�*&(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+�����<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�*&(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+����:�<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�."(� L<� ����A� @&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��Q( �#,!' 2�#+���Q��<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��( �#,!' 2�#+���Q�L<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(��:<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��L( �#,!' 2�#+���:�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( ���
�����<���-��� #!*��<�.!����(

36

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :��

 *6�"*9#"!�#"�#%!,!. $' 2�6*=�,'!*<�!/.!�7 #61*$2*�',�,/."*$�6'!/�!/*
1',!�. $�!/* �6'!/�!/*�1',!�4*4=*",0�&# !.&!,(� ��*#91*�&. �.,7�.=#%!
!/*�D%.1'!-�#+�9"#9#,*$�!".' *",<�.=#%!�6/*!/*"�!/*"*0,�.�2##$�,/*1!*"
' �.�2'3* �1#&.!'# <�#"�.=#%!�&# !.&!,�' �.�1."2*�?(�(�&'!-<�,#�!/.!�.�3','!
!/*"*� '49"#3*,� !/*�9#,!*"0,� 7 #61*$2*� .=#%!� !/*� 1.!*,!� ' �$#4*,!'&
3'#1* &*�. $�,*8%.1�.,,.%1!�6#"7(���',!�4*4=*",�.1,#�,/."*�4% $. *<
=%!� *,,* !'.1<� ' +#"4.!'# <� 1'7*� C#=� #9* ' 2,� . $� +% $' 2
#99#"!% '!'*,(

�11� !/',� 6#%1$� =*� * #%2/� !#� &"*.!*� .� ,* ,*� #+� &#44% '!-(� � )%!
	������ /.,� &/#,* � !#� .11#6� 4*4=*",� !#� =*� 3*"-� 9*",# .1� . $
*4#!'# .1<�. $� #!�C%,!�.=#%!�.=%,*�"*1.!*$�,%=C*&!,(� ��%,. ��&�**<
. ��  ��"=#"�,/*1!*"�$'"*&!#"<�6.8*,�*1#D%* !�.=#%!�9#,!' 2�$%"' 2
!/*� ,9"' 2� ,*.,# (

���
� � G*!� . #!/*"�	����� ,/."*,� .�6**9-� ,!#"-� .=#%!

$.++#$'1,(
��:
� � � #!/*"� 6"'!*,� %,� !/.!� /*"� 4#!/*"� ',� $-' 2(

���
� � �+!*"

"*&*'3' 2�4. -�4*,,.2*,� #+� 1#3*� . $� ,%99#"!<
���
� ,/*� 6"'!*,<� J�/. 7

-#%�.11�,#�4%&/�+#"�.11�-#%"�6# $*"+%1�6',/*,<�9".-*",<�!/#%2/!,�. $
2##$�3'=*,�&#4' 2�#%"�6.-(����.4� #!�,%"*�'+�.11�#+�-#%�7 #6�6/.!�.
2'+!�-#%�."*�!#�4*(K

���
���/* �,/*�' +#"4,�!/*�1',!�!/.!�/*"�4#!/*"�/.,

$'*$<� ,/*� "*&*'3*$� +%"!/*"� &# $#1* &*,� #3*"� !/*� 9*"'#$� #+� ,*3*".1
$.-,(

���
� ��#4*�#+�!/*,*�9*#91*�7 #6�*.&/�#!/*"(� � � $**$<�,#4*�/.3*

,!"%221*$�+#"�$*&.$*,�' �!/*�=.!!*"*$�6#4* 0,�4#3*4* !(��)%!�#!/*",
/.3*�  *3*"� 4*!<� #"� # 1-� 4**!� .+!*"� !/*-03*� ,/."*$� +**1' 2,� . $
*89*"'* &*,(

��Q
��� $�,!'11�.11�."*�' 3'!*$�!#�1',!* �' (

"& 8��
��
�����

�/',�+' .1��."!�',� #!�!'*$�!#�. -!/' 2���,.6�' ��'I0,�=##7(��)*&.%,*

                                                          
���( �#,!' 2� #+���::Q<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�9"(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��:( �#,!' 2� #+������<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�9"(� :<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+���Q:<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���& ����
�&�&<��#,!' 2,�#+���Q��<���Q��<����:<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(
��<�����<��."(���<�����<��."(��Q<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+���Q:<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�."(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+����:�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(��:<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A�@4#!/*"0,�$*.!/A(���#,!' 2,�#+����:�<����:�<����:�<���:�L<
��:�:<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @�9"(� �:<� ����<� �9"(� ��<� ����<� �9"(� ��<� ����A
@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��Q( F%,!�.=#%!�*3*"-�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�&# 3* !'# � #6�/.,�.�	������,#&'.1�2*!�
!#2*!/*"(� � �� 6.,� 9"'3'1*2*$� !#� .!!* $� . � *."1-<� 1."2*� 	������ 2.!/*"' 2� .!� !/*
�'11*  '%4� �#4*,!'&� �'#1* &*� &# +*"* &*<� /*1$� ' � �/'&.2#<� ' � �*9!*4=*"� �:::(
�/.!�&. ���,.-��6*�1.%2/*$B�6*�&"'*$B�'!�6.,�4."3*1#%,(����2*!�,#�C*.1#%,�6/* �#!/*"
	������91. �2.!/*"' 2,�.!�4**!' 2,���&.  #!�.!!* $(

37

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�Q F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

#+� !/*�  .!%"*� #+� /*"� =##7<� ,/*� $'$�  #!� ' &1%$*� .� $',&%,,'# � #+
J$#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� .$3#&.!*,� .,� +% <K � .1!/#%2/� �'I� /*",*1+� ',� .� +% 
9*",# (

�� ' &1%$*$�!/',� ,*&!'# �=*&.%,*�1.%2/!*"� ',� ' !*2".1� !#� !/*�	�����
*89*"'* &*<� . $� .� &* !".1� +*.!%"*� #+� !/*� 	������ &-=*"� &#44% '!-(
�#4*!'4*,�!/*�C#7*,�."*�J# �!#9'&<K �6/'1*�#!/*"�9#,!,�."*�&#491*!*1-
#++�!#9'&� . $� *3* �6.&7-(

��
� � �/*� !*8!� #+� !/',� ,*&!'# � +#&%,*,� # � !/*

$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�"*1.!*$�/%4#"(

�%4#"� ',� ,#�9*",# .1� . $�&# !*8!%.1� �� &. 0!�9"*$'&!�6/*!/*"� !/*
"*.$*"�6'11�+' $�!/*,*�9#,!,�+%  -(��	%"!/*"<��04� #!�,%"*�/#6�4. -�#+
!/*,*�9#,!,�."*�+%  -�J# �9.9*"(K ����,%,9*&!�,#4*�#+�!/*,*�4*,,.2*,
9"#3#7*$� 1.%2/!*"� +"#4�4*� =*&.%,*� �� 7 #6� !/*� 9#,!*"� 9*",# .11-<
. $� &. � '4.2' *� /*"� 3#'&*<� =#$-� 1. 2%.2*<� *!&(� .,� ,/*� $*1'3*",� !/*
C#7*(

��L

                                                          
��( �"#=.=1-� !/*� 6.&7'*,!� #++�!#9'&� /%4#"� "*3#13*,� ."#%$ � @ #!� ,%"9"',' 21-A

�-$'.��.17*"(���-$'.�&#11*&!,�9'&!%"*,�#+�='2�!/' 2,<�4#,!1-�"'$'&%1#%,<�/%2*�"#.$,'$*
#$$'!'*,(� ��#� +"#4�!'4*� !#� !'4*<�	������ ',� !"*.!*$�6'!/� *6�$',&#3*"'*,(� �	". 71-<� �
/.3*�=** �.4.I*$�.!�/#6�4. -�J ='2�!/' 2,K �!/*"*�."*�' �!/*�? '!*$��!.!*,(������
�&�&<
�#,!' 2� #+� ����L<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F%1(� �<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������ ."&/'3*A� @,/#6' 2� .� /%2*� F*,%,� /#!� .'"� =.11## <� $',91.-*$� .!
/!!9���666(,/'9�#+�+##1,(&#4��.$2*!,��'! *,,' 2��(/!41� @1.,!� 3','!*$� �9"(� ��<
����AA(� ��/"*� ',�*3* �.� 2#3*" 4* !�,9# ,#"*$� &#11*&!'# �#+� "#.$,'$*� .!!".&!'# ,� .!
/!!9���666(&"( 9,(293�
��!6/9�66619,�1*,,# ,�L"#.$,'$*�L"#.$,'$*(/!4� @1.,!
3','!*$� �9"(� ��<� ����A<� .,� !/*� 1',!� 6.,� !#1$� ' � �#,!' 2� #+� �����<� !#
+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@F%1(��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

�+!*"�=*' 2�!#1$�.=#%!�!/*�F*,%,�/#!�.'"�=.11## <��-$'.�6"#!*��J '!�.1,#�2#*,�.1# 2�6'!/
. #!/*"�&#11*&!'# �'�/.3*�(�(�(�!.&7-�"*1'2'#%,� '!*4,<�&*"!.' 1-� #!�9'&7' 2�# �. -�# *
+.'!/B�4-� 1.!*,!� .$$'!'# � !#� !/',� 2"#%9' 2� ',� . �*8!"*4*1-� !.,!*1*,,� 2#$$*,,� +'2%"' *
!/.!�',�2"** �. $�.�!#'1*!�91% 2*"(��6/.!�."*�9*#91*�!/' 7' 2UK ���#,!' 2�#+������<�!#
+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@F%1(��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

�,��-$'.�/*",*1+�&#44* !*$�# �!/*�3.1%*�#+�!/',�#++�!#9'&� %!!' *,,<�J '+�9*#91*�6. !
!#�$',&%,,�$3<�!/*-�&. �,7'9�!/',�!".' �#+�#++�!#9'&,; =%!<�',�!/',� #!�"*.11-�.�$',&%,,'#�+#
6.-,�6*�&#9*�!#�.3#'$�=%" �#%!�. $�9!,$�H�#,!��".%4.!'&��!"*,,��',#"$*"O�+"#4�!/*
6#"7UK � � �#,!' 2�#+���:��<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F%1(� :<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��L( �-$'.� �.17*"� ,/."*$� . � * &#%".2' 2� ,!#"-� % $*"� !/*� ,%=C*&!� /*.$' 2
J�I."7,�$'3*",'!-�. $�. '!�".&',4K ���-$'.�. $�,#4*�+"'* $,�6* !�!#�.�J F%='1**K �' �!/*
"*4#!*�/'11,�#+��',,#%"'(���,��-$'.�!#1$�%,�

'!�6.,�1'7*�$"'3' 2�' !#�.�!'4*�&.9%,1*�!#��:��; !/*�"#.$,<�!/*�+."4,�(�(�(�. $
!/*�,' 2' 2�/.11<�# &*�.�&/%"&/<� #6�6'!/�.�='2�/. $�9.' !*$�,'2 �# �!/*�,'$*
$*&1."' 2�!/*�2#1$* �C%='1**�,' 2' 2(��=.!/"##4,�/',�. $�/*"�#%!/#%,*,(�� #
&/."2*<�#+�&#%",*�(�(�(�6#4* �/.$�4.$*�9'*,�!/.!�6*"*�,#1$�.!�&# &*,,'# �!#
&#3*"� !/*�*1*&!"'&'!-� '� ,%99#,*� @J &#++**� +"**� !#�.11�4%,'&'. ,� C%,!� .,7K A(� ��11
1#&.1,<�4* �4#,!1-�' �#3*".11,(���#,!�+#17,�#3*"��(��G#% 2*,!�+'$$1*"��<�#1$*,!
9*"+#"4*"��L�(�(�(�'!0,�1'7*�.� #"4. �"#&76*11�9.' !' 2�' ,'$*�!/',�91.&*�(�(�(�,#<
%9�# �!/*�,!.2*�',�.�1."2*�/. $�9.' !*$�,'2 (�(�(�(�'!�,.-,�J�11�C#7*,�. $�,!#"'*,
4%,!�=*�����
(��
#��*8',!<� #��*1'2'#%,<� #��.&',!(K ����6. !�!#�2#�=.&7�. $
!.7*�.�9'&!%"*�. $�,&. �'!� ' !#�4-�$'3*",'!-� !".' ' 2,�(�(�(� '+�=.&76##$,�#I."7
/'11='11'*,�&. �+'2%"*�!/',�#%!�(�(�(�6*11<�'!�%,!�91*.,*$�4*�,#(

�#,!' 2�#+�������<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @
#3(� ��<� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(

� #!/*"�	����<�6/#0$�"*&* !1-�.!!* $*$�# *�#+��-$'.0,� !".' ' 2,� +#"� !/*� +'",!� !'4*<

38

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :�

�#4*� "*.$*",� 4.-� =*� #++* $*$� =-� !/*� &# &*9!� !/.!� $#4*,!'&
3'#1* &*�&. �9"#$%&*�+%  -�,!#"'*,(� � ��&. �# 1-�,.-�!/.!�,%&/�/%4#"
',<� ' �4-� #9' '# <�  #!� C%,!� &#44# � =%!� ���������� 6/* � 9*#91*� +.&*
!".2*$-�. $�' C%,!'&*(

���
� �	������4*4=*",�% $*",!. $�!/.!�*3*"-# *

# �!/*�1',!�',�' !* ,*1-�$*$'&.!*$�!#�!/*�&.%,*�#+�=.!!*"*$�6#4* �. $
!/*'"�&/'1$"* (���*�6#%1$� #!�!*11�!/*,*�,!#"'*,�!#�9*#91*�6/#�$'$� #!
,/."*�!/.!�&#44'!4* !(���*�!"%,!�*.&/�#!/*"(���*�!"%,!�*.&/�#!/*"�!#
% $*",!. $�!/.!�#%"�/%4#"�/*19,�%,�&#9*(� ��%"�/%4#"�.11#6,�%,�!#
"*1*.,*�#%"�+"%,!".!'# �. $�. 2*"(���%"�/%4#"�.11#6,�%,�!#�3* !(���%"
/%4#"�/*19,�%,�&#  *&!�6'!/�*.&/�#!/*"(���%"�/%4#"�/*19,�%,�7**9
!/' 2,�' �9*",9*&!'3*(

���
���%"�/%4#"�/*19,�%,�.&7 #61*$2*�/#6�/."$

!/*� +'2/!� ',<� . $�/#6�$'++'&%1!�=#!/� !/*� ,-,!*4�. $�3'&!'4,�&. �=*(
��:

� $�,#4*!'4*,�#%"�/%4#"�',�!/*�=*,!�6.-�!#�!*.&/�.�1*,,# (

�/*� 1',!� 6.,� $',&%,,' 2� /#6� .=%,*$� 6#4* � ."*� #+!* � ,%"9"',*$
6/* � *89*"'* &*$� .$3#&.!*,� .&&%".!*1-� . !'&'9.!*� =.!!*"*",0
=*/.3'#",(���-$'.��.17*"�6"#!*�

���

6*� ,#4*!'4*,� ,**4� ,#� J ' �!/*�7 #6K � =*&.%,*� !/*� =.!!*"*",� #+!* 
%,*�,'4'1."�!.&!'&,(��"*4' $,�4*�'�7 *6�.�+#"4*"1-�=.!!*"*$�6#4. 
# *�!'4*�6/#�6#"7*$�+#"�# *�#+�!/#,*�!*1*9/# *�9,-&/'&�/#!1' *,(
 #�,/'!(

&. � -#%� '4.2' *� .+!*"� .� +*6�6*11�91.&*$� D%*,!'# ,� H. $O� /*"
9"*$'&!'# ,�6/* �,/*�7 *6�.�6#4. �6.,�6'!/�.�=.!!*"*"(�(�(�(�(K ',�/*
.� C*.1#%,�4. U(�(�(�(4##$-U(�(�(�(/.,� /*� *3*"� !/"*.!* *$� -#%U(�(�(�(/'!

                                                          
"*,9# $*$�� J��	����RRRR� H�#11' 2� # � !/*� +1##"� 1.%2/' 2� 4-� .,,� #++(O� �/� 1#"$<
�-$'.R��
#6�!/.!���/.3*�,** �. $�/*."$�-#%<�!/*"*�',�,#�4%&/�4#"*�1'+*�' �!/*,*�/*"*
9#,!,RK ���#,!' 2�#+�������<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@
#3(���<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���& ���<
 �&�&<� �����������
<� ��?������ �
�����������?����	��?�����?��
�� ���

������?���@�::�A�@"*1.!' 2�C#7*,�!#1$�=-�&# &* !".!'# �&.49�F*6,A(

���( �. -�-*.",�.2#<���/*."$�.�1' *�!/.!0,�=*&#4*�# *�#+�4-�+.3#"'!*,��J �/#6�4*
,#4*# *� 6/#� 7 #6,� 6/.!0,� +%  -<� . $� �011� ,/#6� -#%� ,#4*# *� 6/#� 7 #6,� 6/.!0,
 #!(K ����!/#%2/!�!/*�D%#!*�4'2/!�=*�+"#4��."7��6.' <�=%!�/.3*�=** �% .=1*�!#�+' $
!/*�,#%"&*(

��:( �/* ���,!."!*$�$#' 2�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�6#"7<�4#"*�!/. �!6* !-�-*.",�.2#<��
6.,�.++'1'.!*$�6'!/������<�!/*�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�.2* &-�' ��.' *,3'11*<�	1#"'$.(���/*
,!.++�4*!�*3*"-�	"'$.-�.+!*" ## �+#"�&.,*�"*3'*6(��� *�6**7�!/*�,/*1!*"�"*,'$* !,�6*"*
.� 9."!'&%1."1-� $'++'&%1!� 2"#%9;$'++'&%1!� =#!/� ' $'3'$%.11-� . $� &#11*&!'3*1-(� � �!� 6.,
"*9#"!*$� !#�4*� !/.!� # *� $*$'&.!*$� =%!� *8.,9*".!*$� ,!.++�4*4=*"� /.$� ,.'$�$%"' 2
&.,*� "*3'*6<� J �+� �� /*."� # *� 4#"*� 6#4. � ,.-<� >�/-;/*� /.,� .� F*&7-1� . $� �-$*
9*",# .1'!-R0� 1'7*� ,/*0,� !/*� +'",!� 9*",# � !#� /.3*� !/#%2/!� #+� !/',; �04� 2#' 2� !#
���������K � � �/*� ,!.++� &#11.9,*$� ' � 1.%2/!*"(� � )-� ,/."' 2� !/',� ' .99"#9"'.!*� /%4#"
.4# 2�!/*4,*13*,<�!/*�,!.++�&#%1$�4.7*�,%"*�!/.!�!/*-�6#%1$�����"*.&!�'49"#9*"1-�!#
!/*� *8!�6#4. �6/#�4.$*�!/',�,!.!*4* !(

���( ��"*&* !1-�.,7*$��-$'.�6/-�,/*�$#*, 0!�&.9'!.1'I*(���!�!%" ,�#%!�,/*�/.,�."!/"'!',
. $�,#�%,' 2�!/*�,/'+!�7*-�# �!/*�&#49%!*"�',�!##�6*."' 2(

�� +' $�4#,!�*4.'1*",�6/#�$# 0!� &.9'!.1'I*� '""'!.!' 2<�=%!� ,#4*/#6� ' ��-$'.0,�&.,*� '!
C%,!�4.7*,�/*"� +%  '*"(� � @�*"/.9,�=*&.%,*�/*"� ,9*11' 2<� 2".44."� . $�9% &!%.!'# 
."*�,#�2##$(A

39

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�L F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

-#%�#"�9%!�/',�/. $,�# �-#%�' �. 2*"(�(�(�(�('�9*"&*'3*�!/.!�#3*"�!'4*
!/*�3'#1* &*�6'11�=*&#4*�4#"*�+"*D%* !�. $�4#"*�,*3*"*(�(�(�(�('�,**
.� 9*",# � ' � % '+#"4� &#4' 2� ' !#� -#%"� 1'+*(�(�(�(!/',� 9*",# � 6'11� =*
2##$�. $�/*19+%1(�(�(�(�(K

���

� #!/*"�3*"-�*89*"'* &*$�.$3#&.!*�"*,9# $*$�

�*�� 9,-&/'&� /#!1' *� ,!#"'*,(� � *�  '2/!� �� 6.,� 6#"7' 2� D%'!*� 1.!*<
."#% $� ������ ��� .!� !/*� 	1#"'$.� �#.1'!'# � �2.' ,!� �#4*,!'&
�'#1* &*<� . $�. ,6*"*$� !/*� H�#.1'!'# 0,O�/#!1' *(� �!�6.,� ,#4*# *
+"#4� !/*� 9,-&/'&� /#!1' *� &.11' 2� !#� 2*!� ' +#"4.!'# � # � $#4*,!'&
3'#1* &*(��/*�,.'$�!/.!�,/*�+"*D%* !1-�2#!�&.11,�+"#4�6#4* �.,7' 2
6/*"*�!/*'"�/%,=. $,�/.$�/'$$* �!/*�2% ,�' �!/*�/#%,*�. $�6/.!
/',�  *8!� 4#3*,� 6#%1$� =*(� � �� ,**� .� 6/#1*�  *6� !".' ' 2
#99#"!% '!-(�(�(�(

���

�*0$�=** � !.17' 2� .=#%!� 6.-,� #+� ,/."' 2� 9*"9*!".!#",0�  .4*,<� ,#
!/.!� 6#4* � . $� !/*'"� +"'* $,� &#%1$� &/*&7� #%!� 6/*!/*"� 4* � /.$
.=%,*$�9"*3'#%,�9."! *",(��� *�6#4. �,.'$<�J ��/.3*�#+!* �* 3','# *$
9#,!' 2�J6. !*$K (�(�(#"�".!/*"<�J% 6. !*$K (�(�(�(�(9#,!*",�# �!*1*9/# *
9#1*,� ' � =.!!*"*",0�  *'2/=#"/##$,(� �� ,**4� !#� "*4*4=*"� .� !/' 2
,#4*6/*"*�6/*"*� �� !/' 7� &#11*2*� ,!%$* !,�9%!� ,!%++� 1'7*� !/.!� H.3#'$
!/',�4. O�%9�' �!/*�6#4* 0,�=.!/"##4,�.!�,&/##1(K

���
��1#"'.<�6/#�',

,*&# $� # 1-� !#� �-$'.� �.17*"� ' � /*"� !.1* !,� .,� .� &#4'&� 6"'!*"<
"*,9# $*$� 6'!/� .� ,!#"-(� � �1#"'.� 1'3*,� .� "%".1� ."*.� 6/*"*� *3*"-# *
7 #6,�*3*"-# *�*1,*0,�=%,' *,,�

�/* � �� 4#3*$� !#� 4-� &%""* !� /#4*� !#6 <� �� 6.,� 6#"7' 2� .,� !/*
$'"*&!#"�#+�.�".9*�&"',',�&* !*"�(�(�(

� $�.=#%!���$.-,�.+!*"���4#3*$�' !#�4-�/#4*<��� +#% $�#%!�!/.!��
$##",�%9�1'3*$�.�3*"-�3'#1* !�,!". 2*"�,!.17*"�".9',!�6/#�/.$�=** 
"*1*.,*$�+"#4�!/*��*9."!4* !�#+��#""*&!'# ,���4# !/,�9"'#"(

�'!/' �.�&#%91*�#+�6**7,<���+#% $�#%!�!/.!�."#% $�!/*�&#" *"�1'3*$
.�".9',!�6/#�/.$�=*.!* �!/*�, #!�#%!�#+�.�+*4.1*�.&D%.' !. &*�!/* 
".9*$�/*"�6/'1*�/'2/*"0 �.�7'!*�# �&".&7(

	#"�!/*� *8!���-*.",<���6.!&/*$�!/*,*�2%-,; !/*-�7 *6�6/#���6.,�5
6/.!���$'$<�. $�!/.!���6.,�6.!&/' 2�!/*4�. $�&#44% '&.!' 2�6'!/
!/*�9#1'&*(

�!�,#4*�9#' !<���+#% $�#%!�!/.!�=#!/�#+�!/*,*�4* �6*"*�$.!' 2�!/*
,.4*�6#4. <� =%!� 9*"9� M�� H3*"-� 3'#1* !� ,!". 21*"� . $� ".9',!O� 6.,
.&!%.11-� �������6'!/�/*"���$##",�%9(��*"9�M�� H.&D%.' !. &*� ".9',!O

                                                          
���( �#,!' 2�#+���LL<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@F. (�Q<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/

	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+�����<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@F. (�<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+�����<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@F. (��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(

40

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :��

/.$�.�!#$$1*"�=-�!/',�6#4. (

�%&/�#+� !/*� ,%44*"�6.,� ,9* !� 1',!* ' 2� !#� !/*�9#1'&*� ,&.  *"� .,
!/*-�7*9!�2*!!' 2�&.11*$�!#�="*.7�%9�+'2/!,�=*!6** � !/*,*���#%!� ' 
!/*�.11*-�=*/' $�#%"�/#%,*,(

� *�&#1$�6' !*"� '2/!<�4-�*8�/%,=. $�&.4*�. $�9'&7*$�%9�4-�7'$,
,/#"!1-�.+!*"�$."7(��/* ���6* !�#%!�!#�,.-�2##$�=-*<���,.6�9*"9�M�
,'!!' 2�' �/',�&."�%9�!/*�,!"**!�C%,!�6.!&/' 2�!/*�2#' 2,�# (

�#��� 1*. *$�%9�.2.' ,!� !/*�9#"&/�9#,!�. $�6.!&/*$�����6.!&/� !/*
,!"**!�(�(�(

)*+#"*�!##�1# 2<���,.6�9*"9�M��6.17' 2�%9�!/*�,'$*6.17�.&"#,,� !/*
,!"**!<� ,!#99' 2� !#�  .'1� ,#4*!/' 2� !#� !/*� 1'2/!� 9#1*(� �"*!!-� ,## <
9*"9�M��. $���6.!&/*$��*"9�M��&"#,,�#3*"�!#�!/*�9#1*�"'2/!�' �+"# !
#+�4-�/#%,*�(�(�(� /*� ,!#99*$� . $� .'1*$� .� 9#,!*"=#."$� !/' 2'*� # 
!/*� 9#,!�(�(�(� . $<� =*' 2� !/*� +"'* $1-� ,#"!� !/.!� /*� 6.,<� ,!#99*$� !#
J&/.!K �6'!/�4*(

�/'1*� 9*"9� M�� 6.!&/*$<� �*"9� M�� !#1$� 4*� @6/'1*� 9#' !' 2� !#� M�
,'!!' 2�' �/',�&."A�!/.!�!/.!�4. �6.,�.�������R�� $�/*�6* !�# �!#
,.-� !/.!� /*� 6.,� 1'3' 2� 6'!/� /',� ,# � @!/*� !#$$1*"A� . $� !/*� 9#1'&*
6#%1$ 0!�$#�. -!/' 2�.=#%!�'!(

��2.3*�/'4�.�!/%4=,�%9�. $�/*�6.17*$�#++�6/',!1' 2(

�'!/' ����4' ,<�!/*�$##"=*11�". 2�. $�!/*"*�6.,�.�&#9�.!�!/*�+"# !
$##"�(�(�(�. $�!/"#%2/�!/*�#9* �$##"<���&#%1$�,**��*"9�M��,!. $' 2
#%!,'$*�4-�$##"�=-�.�+*6�+**!�1##7' 2�' �4-�+"# !�$##"(

�+!*"� �� 1*!� 1##,*�6'!/�.� +*6�&/#'&*�6#"$,� ' ,',!' 2� !/*�&#9�2*!� !/',
MEMWYEM�9*"9�#++�4-�+"# !�9#"&/<�!/*�&#9�' +#"4*$�4*�!/.!�,/*
6.,� !.7' 2� .� "*9#"!� .=#%!� �*"9� M�� /.".,,' 2� �*"9� M�� =-� /. 2' 2
,'2 ,�."#% $�!/*� *'2/=#"/##$�. $� !/.!�9*"9�M��6.,� .4' 2�4*
.,�.����
���RRRR

��	�����H"#11' 2�# �!/*�+1##"�1.%2/' 2�4-�.,,�#++O�(�(�(��/�1.6$-(

�*"*� 6*� /.$� # *� ".9',!� &.11' 2� . #!/*"� ".9',!� .� ��-���� !#� .� ".9*
&"',',�.$3#&.!*R

�/*� *8!�$.-<���&.11*$�!/*�&'!-�.!!#" *-�. $�1*!�/'4�7 #6�!/.!���/.$
=** � .4*$�.,�.�6'! *,,�=*!6** �!/*,*�!6#(��/*�.!!#" *-�1.%2/*$
/'4,*1+�,'11-<� *."1-�&/#7' 2�# �/',�1% &/R

	G�; �*"9� M�� 6.,� .&D%'!!*$� @C%"-� &#%1$ 0!� =%-� !/*� .&D%.' !. &*
".9*� !/' 2A<� . $� �*"9� M�� ',�  #6� ,*"3' 2� ���� -*.",� +#"� ="%!.11-
".9' 2� . $� ,!". 21' 2� .� 6#4. � . $� 1*.3' 2� /*"� +#"� $*.$� @,/*
,%"3'3*$A(

��Q

�/*� +#11#6' 2� 9#,!� 6.,� &#49#,*$� =-� �%,. � �&�**� . $� /*"
9."! *"<��."* ��."&/(���!�6.,�,/."*$�6'!/��%,. 0,�,!.++�.!���	���#%,*

                                                          
��Q( �#,!' 2�#+����L<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@F. (��<�����A�@&#9-�# �+'1*�6'!/

	������."&/'3*A(

41

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

' ��  ��"=#"<��'&/'2. <�. $�9#7*,�+% �.!�.�3."'*!-�#+�!#9'&,(���/*"*0,
.��'1=*"!�!#%&/�/*"*(��� *�',� #!�D%'!*�,%"*�'+�,#4*�#+�!/',�4'2/!�/.3*
=** � !.7* � +"#4� ������� !".' ' 2� 4. %.1,� @ #!<� #+� &#%",*<� .!� ��	�
�#%,*A(� � � $**$<� 	"'$.-0,� * !"-� ��
 !.7* � +"#4� .� "*.1� !".' ' 2
,*4' ."(

��

������ �L���� ��� ����
�N�� G�?�� 	����� ����� ��� ��	�
��?��RRR��!#9�9"#&".,!' .!' 2�. $�&1*. �%9�!/.!�4*,,(

�����?���

��
��G��
������?
�������

	##$���##7'*,�@�"*#,A�. $��'17

�#9'&���/*��','# ���/*�9*"+*&!� +'1*(� ��."!'&'9. !,�6'11� '4.2' *�. $
* 3','# � !/*� 9*"+*&!� &#491*!*$� +'1*(� �%'$*$� 4*$'!.!'# � . $
3',%.1'I.!'# �6'11�.,,',!�,!.++�' �,*!!' 2�2#.1,�. $�#%!&#4*�#=C*&!'3*,
+#"�+'1*,(

�?����G��
���������������)���G

	##$��)*""'*,�. $��*1*"-

�#9'&�� �"*� +'1*,� . #!/*"� !##1� #+� !/*� 9.!"'."&/-U� � �."!'&'9. !,� 6'11
D%*,!'# <� &"'!'&.11-� . .1-I*�. $�* 2.2*� ' �$'.1#2%*�.=#%!�6/*!/*"
!/*� 4.1*�$#4' .!*$� *,!.=1',/4* !� 6. !,� %,� !#� ,9* $� #%"� !'4*
+'11' 2�#%!�9.9*"6#"7�,#�!/.!�6*�6'11�,!#9�' !*"+*"' 2�6'!/�=.!!*"*",
. $�".9',!,(

���
����G��
���������?��������

	##$��
# *

�#9'&,���*&%"'!-�. $�+'1*,B�*!/'&.1�$'1*44.,�. $�+'1*,B�1#2',!'&�',,%*,
. $� +'1*,B� +'1*� &.=' *!,(� �."!'&'9. !,� ,/.11� ="*.7�$#6 � ' !#� 2"#%9,(
\%*,!'# ,�!#�=*�. ,6*"*$���/#%1$�.�+'1*�&1*"7�=*�/'"*$U��/#%1$�!/',
9*",# � =*� ."4*$U� �/#%1$� +'1*,� =*� &#1#"� &#$*$� #"� ',� !/',
$',&"'4' .!'# � .2.' ,!� !/*� &#1#"� =1' $U� �"*� 6*� $',&"'4' .!' 2
.2.' ,!�!/#,*�6/#�&.  #!�2'3*�!/*'"� .4*�=-�$*,!"#-' 2�&"',',�&."$,
=-� � # -4#%,U� �/#%1$� ,*"3'&*� 9."!'&'9. !,� +'1*,� =*� +'1*$� =-� 1.,!
 .4*� #"� +'",!�  .4*U� �#!/*"0,� 4.'$* �  .4*U� �/#%1$� !/#,*� ,!.++
6'!/�!/*�6#",*�+'1*,�=*�9%!�' �!/*�,!#&7,�#"�',�!/',�!##�="%!.1U��/.!
4.7*,�.�=*.%!'+%1�+'1*�&.=' *!U��!'&7*",U��."!## ,U��#6�+."�,/#%1$
+'1*�&.=' *!�4.2 *!,�=*�7*9!�+"#4�!/*�&#49%!*"0,�/."$�$"'3*U

��?����G��
�������?�����
���
���(�
## ��9(4(

	##$���% &/�+"#4�!/*��*#91*0,�	##$��##9

�#9'&���*+'&'* !�	'1*��. .2*4* !��- $"#4*�@�	��A(�����9(4(��"*
-#%�.+".'$�#+�-#%"�+'1*,U��#�-#%�/.3*�$"*.4,�!/.!�-#%�."*�&#3*"*$
' � 9'1*,� #+� 9.9*"U� �#� -#%� /.3*� +*."� #+� +'1' 2U� �#*,� 9.9*"

                                                          
��( �/*�9#,!�6.,�2'3* �!/*�,%=C*&!�/*.$' 2�J�"#4',' 2��".&!'&*,�+'1*,<K �6/'&/�',

+%  -�=*&.%,*�!/*�$#4*,!'&�3'#1* &*�+'*1$�',�"*91*!*�6'!/�,*"'#%,�.!!*49!,�!#�$*3*1#9
. $�9%=1'&'I*�J 9"#4',' 2�9".&!'&*,(K

42

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23



��������	�
��� ���������������

����O ����	��������������������
������������ :�:

.&&%4%1.!*� ' � /#4*1*,,� ."*.,� #+� !/*� * 3'"# 4* !; . $<� 6#%1$
-#%� 9*",# .11-� ".!/*"� $'2� ."#% $� +#"� '!<� !/. � !#� 6#""-� .=#%!� '!
2*!!' 2� 1#,!� ' � .� +'1*� &.=' *!0,� =1.&7� /#1*U� @�**� ."!'&1*� ' � ,!.++
1% &/"##4�* !'!1*$�	'1*��. .2*4* !A(��#�-#%�/.3*��	���#"�C%,!
	��((	'1*��3#'$. &*��- $"#4*U��.7*�!/*�D%'I�. $�+' $�#%!(� ��*19
',�.3.'1.=1*(

	����G��
�������?�����
���
���(����.(4(���9(4(

�*- #!*� �$$"*,,(� � �1.,,'+'&.!'# � �*&/ #1#2-� +#"� !/*� � #61*$2*
�#"7*",(��� +#"4.!'# ��*&/ #1#2-�/.,�=** �,*3*"*1-�/. $'&.99*$
=-�!/*�1.&7�#+�.�&1.,,'+'&.!'# �,!. $."$(��/*�6#"7,/#9�6'11�*8.4' *
� +#1#2'&,� 6/'!*� 9.9*"� # � � +#"4.!'# � �,,*!,� �. .2*4* !� !/.!
*49/.,'I*,� !/.!� !/*� ? '+#"4� �%=C*&!� �1.,,'+'&.!'# (� ?��� ',� !/*
,#1%!'# � !#� .&/'*3*� % '+#"4'!-� .&"#,,� . � * !*"9"',*(� �/*� ,*4' ."
6'11� *8.4' *� !/*� � +#1#2'&,� �1*&!"# '&� �*&#"$,� �-,!*4� 6/'&/� 6'11
"*,%1!�' �.���Y�'49"#3*4* !�' �9"#$%&!'3'!-(��*D%'"*$�+#"�,!.++(

��L

� � "*,9# ,*� !#� .� ����� 9#,!� .=#%!� . � �4*"'&. � ' 3* !#"� 6/#0$
&"*.!*$�.�=".�6'!/�.�=%'1!�' �2% �/#1,!*"<

���
��-$'.��.17*"�"*,9# $*$<

J/44444(�(�(�(�(�(�(,#4*/#6� !/',� "*4' $,� 4*� #+� ,#4*!/' 2� '
"*&* !1-� $',&#3*"*$(�(�(�(�(.+!*"� .� &*"!.' � .2*<� -#%� ,/#%1$ 0!� '"# 
 .7*$(K

���
� � �/'&/� ="#%2/!� !/*� !6#� "*,9# ,*,�� 	'",!<� J�##$� .$3'&*<

�-$'.(� )-� !/*� 6.-(�(�(�(�(6/.!0,� '"# ' 2UK
��:
� � $� !/* <� +"#4� . 

�8*&%!'3*��'"*&!#"��J����H1.%2/�#%!�1#%$O; ,*"'#%,1-; ��/.$�.�,!.++
9*",# �&#4*�' �.11�=* !�#3*"�# *�4#" ' 2�(�(�(�,/*�/.$�=** �'"# ' 2
' � !/*� %$*; 1.!*� +#"�6#"7; . $�/.$�&.%2/!�/*"� '991*�% $*"� !/*
'"# RRR��/; !/.!�9##"�6#4. R�,/*�/.$�!/*�,.4*�,.2*�.$3'&*�H$# 0!
'"# �6/'1*� .7*$O�.+!*"�!/.!R

�Q�

                                                          
��L( �#,!' 2�#+�����Q<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(���<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*

6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

� +#1#2'&,� ',� .� "*.1� &#49 .-� !/.!� $*,"'=*,� '!,*1+� .,� .� J�#&%4* !� . $� �*&#"$,
�. .2*4* !��# ,%1!' 2�	'"4(K � ��','!� !/*'"�6*=� ,'!*� .!�/!!9���666(' +#1#2'&,(&#4�
@1.,!� 3','!*$� �9"(� ��<� ����A(� � � +#1#2'&,� ' $**$� +*.!%"*,� '!,� J? '+#"4� �%=C*&!
�1.,,'+'&.!'# K � . $� !/*� 6*=� ,'!*� ' &1%$*,� .� 6/'!*� 9.9*"� # � � +#"4.!'# � �,,*!,
�. .2*4* !<�.3.'1.=1*�.!�/!!9���666(' +#1#2'&,(&94�6/'!*9.9(/!4�@1.,!�3','!*$��9"(
��<�����A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+������<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(��L<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

���( �#,!' 2�#+����LL<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(���<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

��:( �#,!' 2�#+����L�<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(���<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/�	������."&/'3*A(

�Q�( �#,!' 2�#+����:<�!#�+'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4�@�9"(���<�����A�@&#9-�# � +'1*
6'!/� 	������ ."&/'3*A(� � �-$'.� �.17*"� /#9*,� ,#4*� $.-� !#� &#11*&!� .11� !/*� .4.I' 2<
/'1."'#%,�@.!�1*.,!�!#�%,A�,/*1!*"�,!#"'*,(���/*�6"#!*�

H�O/* �H�O�6#"7*$�.!�,/*1!*"�H�O�/.$�.&!%.11-�,!."!*$�.�&#11*&!'# �6'!/�,#4*
9**� ' � -#%"� 9. !,� 1.%2/' 2� ,#� /."$� ,!#"'*,� +"#4� ,#4*� 6#4* � ' 
H�O-#4' 2P&#4=' *$<�#+�&#%",*<�6'!/�,#4*�1#&.1�# *,(��H�O#"7' 2�!'!1*�6.,
J -#%�&. 0!�*3* �*.!�.�=',&%'!K

43

Waits: Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserv

Published by Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law, 2003



��������	�
��� ���������������

:�� F�?�
����	���
���<�������������G�5��������� H�#1(�����

��
��?���


�'I� "*4' $,� %,� #+� !/*� &#"*� 9%"9#,*,� #+� $#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� 6#"7�� !#
J ,.3*�!/*�1'3*,�#+�4. -�=.!!*"*$�6#4* (K

�Q�
���/*�.1,#�6"'!*,��J H!O/*"*

/.,� =** � .� !"*4* $#%,� ,%=3*",'# � #+� !/*� +% $.4* !.1� 3','# � #+
*D%.1'!-� !/.!� 2* *".!*$K � !/*� =.!!*"*$� 6#4* 0,� 4#3*4* !(

�Q�
� � �/*

4*4=*",�#+�	������"*,',!�!/',�,%=3*",'# �*3*"-�$.-<�. $�!/*-�,%99#"!
*.&/� #!/*"� .&"#,,� !/*� 4'1*,� . $� *3* � ."#% $� !/*� 6#"1$(� � �/*� 1',!
/*19,�'!,�4*4=*",�,!.-�,. *�' �!/*�+.&*�#+�' C%,!'&*�+"#4�6'!/#%!�. $
&#491'&'!-� +"#4� 6'!/' � !/*� $#4*,!'&� 3'#1* &*� 4#3*4* !(� � �/*
	������ 1',!,*"3*;6'!/�  %. &*<� 9.,,'# <� #%!".2*<� !* $*" *,,<� . $
1.%2/!*"; 7**9,� .1'3*� !/*� +*4' ',!� 3','# � #+� C%,!'&*� +#"� .=%,*$
6#4* (

                                                          
H�O/*�!'!1*�&.4*�+"#4�.�"%  ' 2�/*11�6*,!�. $�&"##7*$�$.-�6/* �,#4*# *
/.$�"% �#%!�. $�="#%2/!�=.&7�,#4*�9'*&*,�#+�&/'&7* �. $�,#4*�=',&%'!,�+#"
9*#91*0,�1% &/; �.!�,#4*�9#' !�.+!*"��9(4(�,#4*# *�.,7*$�/#6�!/*�$.-�6.,
2#' 2� . $� /#1$' 2� %9�4-� =',&%'!� H�O� "*91'*$� J '!0,� ,#� $.4 � =%,-� -#%� &. 0!
*3* �*.!�.�=',&%'!(K � � H�O#<� !/.!�=*&.4*�!/*�$*,&"'9!#"� +#"� .� "*.11-�9%49' 2
$.-(
H�O03*�=** �1.%2/' 2�.=#%!�$#' 2�!/',�,!#"-�&#11*&!'# �+#"�,*3*".1�-*.",�6'!/
9*#91*�(�(�(�.�6#4. �+"#4�.�"%".1�9"#2".4�' �H�O',&# ,' �/.$�/.$�!/*�,.4*
'$*.(�(�(/*"� 6#"7' 2� !'!1*� 6.,� J $#� -#%� 7**9� !/*� &#6,� #"� !/*
+%" '!%"*K (�(�(�(�(!/*�. ,6*"�#+�&#%",*�',�!/*�&#6,(�(�(�(6#"!/�.�/*11�#+�.�1#!�4#"*
!/. � !/*� +%" '!%"*; �=%!� !/*� 9/".,*� /.$� =*&#4*� .� $*,&"'9!#"� +#"� 6/.!
.$3#&.&-�6.,�1'7*�%9�!/*"*�' �4.C#"�$.'"-1. $(

�#,!' 2� #+� ����<� !#� +'3*",E-./##2"#%9,(&#4� @F. (� <� ����A� @&#9-� # � +'1*� 6'!/
	������."&/'3*A(

�Q�( ���
�����<���-��� #!*��<�.!���(

�Q�& %�&
.!���:(

44

Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, Vol. 11, Iss. 2 [2003], Art. 23

http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/jgspl/vol11/iss2/23


	Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law
	2003

	Feminist Lawmaking On-Line: The FIVERS Domestic Violence Listserve
	Kathleen Waits
	Recommended Citation



