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PREFACE

He that wil]l know the truth of thinga musat laave the common
and baeaten tract, which none but weak and servile minds are
matimfiad to trudge along continually in.

Of the Conduct of the Underatanding
John Locke

A hundred thousand menh wara led
By one calf near threa centuriea dead.

They followad atii]l hias crooked way,
fAnd loat one hundred years a day:
For thus auch reverence ia lent

To well-astablished precadent.

A moral leaascn thia might teach,

Were I ordained and called to preach:?
For men are proneg to go it blind
Along the calf-paths of the maind,

And work away from daun Lo aun

To do what other man have done.

They follow in the beaten track,

And out and in, and forth and basch,
And atill their devious course puraue,
To keep the path that others do.

# = a4 = & a

The Calf-Path
Sam Waltar Foms
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CHAPTER I

DESIGN OF THE INGQUIRY

#&. THE NATURE_ANDO SIGRIFICANCE OF THE PROBLEHM

John Loche (1632-1784) ia one of the beat-known and
reapactad philosophera of the Weatern World. For three

hundred years hia famoua Emaay Concerning Human Undaerstandng

has influenced the maocdern view of human nature sa fres and
rational. In Locke's viaw, a child was born free of
allegiance to matate or government. Thie child could chooaa
the lawa by which he would abide, and tha aovereign he would
aerva. As this child became a man, ha had the freadom to
daevaelop a “rationality’ of mind. Thia would necesasarily
lead him to think and act in an induatriocua, responaible
way, that is, become a model citizen of the atate in which

he had choaen tao live,

Locka had aiso formed the opinlon that men lacked "ionata
ideas.”[1) The mind of the new-born baby waa saen as &
"Wwhite paper without writing.” There wera no ideas [aven
thoae concerning the axiatence of Godl prasent in the
child*as mind. All idesas, and subsaquently, knowledge cama
from sources axternal to the individual. Locke’'a man could
learn anything with no thecretical limit. The queatian of

laarning waas ailmply a question of correct taaching. Teachersa



would present materiala snd use varioua methods of
inatruction to take advantage of man’s (unlimited?) capaclty

to learn.

Locke’s eductional viaewa in Some Thoughte Concarnling
Educatiaon were that aducation could be a condition and
Instrument of individual belng and a meana of developing
fraeadom. These viawas, howaver, were applicable to the the
gentry, that is, tha batter classaea. In this book, Locke
immediately stated the overwssning importance of education.
“0f all the man we maet with, nine parts of ten of what thay

are, good or evil, uwaaful or not, by thair education.™[2]

Moat modern writars on Locka’'s viewe on education maa, as
does Gay, that the most attractive part of Locke’s theory of
education was that it waa a raal ayatam of teaching and
learning. To Gay, this
syatam waa not a divine pattern or moral imprabability,
but a asenalble, attainable reaiity; it almnad to praoduce
tha civic-mindad, wall-mannered, and socundly iLnformed
Engliash gentlaman. [3]
The production of an English gent.eman wam to be
accomplished through a disciplinad atudy of the libearal arts
untainted with padantry and "uaaleaa" knowladge, while
laarning a "useful trade.” Education waas to devealop a
rational gentleman fitted for a life of personal fraadom,
tempered with responaiblity for the society. [t paamas,

however, that all thia concern for proper aducation waa



aimed solely at the gentlemen who would need theaes skilla

to gt along 1in a society of like man.

Whean we axamine Locka’s viaws on the education of the poor,
we age little of the concern for peraonal freedom and

devalopment of the rational man that was to be afforded the
gantyry. At firat reading, Locka’s view of the education of
the poor aseema lnconaistent with his general philosophy of

the "free, ratjonal man” and aeducation for tha gentry.

Locke aaw the poor man aa lacking ratjionality and desapaired
of hia learning much more than that ragquired for survival.
¥Yet, there waa hope for the paupar classesa. Lockae rajwctad
thea concapt of "“innate ideas*” and accepted the idaa of
direct aanme experiance being tha source and origin of all
knaowledge, Thia led him to the reasonable concluaian that,
although a "braed apert,” the “Herd" could, with proper
training, at leaaast be molded into a "compliant, industrious,

and trained labour force.'([4]

Certainly the poor posed practical and moral dilemmaa {for
l.Locka and othara of thea time. Locke ballieved the Scriptural
teaching that the “"poor will always be with ua.” Nao
responaible parason propoaed a soclety whare evaryone would
he equal. A solution to the problema caused by thouasanda of
unesmployed poor could only be gained through their education

to have them baecoms productive membera of soclety.

Tha present research aima to examine the gquestion whether



lL.ocha’s views of education for the poor are reconcllable
with hia ganeral philoswophy of aducation. The aignilficance
of thia research can be two-foldi

1} Ta contribute to an historical underatanding of Locke's
ganaral philosophy concerning education, and

2 To contribute to our own analyaia of equal sducational
opportunity.

In the firat of theaae ajima, the ressarch will examine
Locke’a viewa of the philoascphy of education. This

philosophy is coincident with the practical advice Locka

lald down in Some Thoughts Concernting Education.

In the aecond ailm, the ressarch will meak to ahow that
problema of aducational eguality and opportunity are not
madern phenomana but have concerned philosophers and
adminiatratora for centuriea. We may uae the axpariance of

the paat fto fashion better the present.

B. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND RESEARCH QUESTIOMNS

1. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWDRK

To the modern raeader, Locke’'s viewa on the aducation of the
lowar claases meam to conflict with the educationpal

principles found in his Soma Thoughta Concerning Education.

In his writinga on the poor Leocke saems= to put aside the
ideas of education that atand for freqedom and reapect for
man asa rational, free individuala. Ha aubatitutas a harsh,

avan brutel, training for tha poor. Tha emphasis ia no



longer the formation of a "lova of laarning™ in the student:
it bacomes a requiremsnt for the learning of & narraw trade

with & aimilarly narraw literacy.

There 1s a decided neglect of acholarship in the area of
Locke'a concarn with mocial classesa othayr than the gentry.
Scholara have tended to genaralize Locke’a philosophy of
aducation from his views on sducation of the gantry. Hence,
bath thelr interpretation and aasessmant may ba inadequate
{unless, of course, Locke’'s viawa on the aducation of the
poor are totally compatlhle with, and reducible to, his

views on the aducation of the gentry!’.

Aa an example, Gay gives what appears to be the virtual
conaanaus of Lockean scholara aa he saya that .., if we
really want to educate chlldrean ...": 1f we desire s
“philaophy that inaiatsa on relavance in aubject matter to
experience without naglecting...[learningl... for its own

aake ...," and 1f we want such a theory, wa "would do wall

to read, and reread, Locke with care.”I[5]

Here Gay epitomizea the ssemingly uncritical, wide aceptance
of Locke’s philosophy of education as ahown in Some Thoughta
Concearning Education. To Gay, Locke 1 the clamsic exampla
of the early educsational phlloscpher. Gay calla Locke "the
father of enlightenmant in educational philosophy.,"[6] Tha
“"prolonged reflection” regquiraed by Locke for the completion

of Tha Eamay Concarning Human Understanding “lalkd




paychological groundwork for modern sducational theory.™
Intc & ayatan whare the achoolmaster "“taught by rota and
disciplined by brutality,"[7] lLocke’s ideas injected =
philosaphy of education where tha learner would be "gantly
guided.”[8)] Locke’s ayatem for aducation ia asan by Gay aa
tied to Locka’s doctrine that man’s nature is receptive and
mallaabla, aeapecially in youth. But this learning cannot be
be at tha expense of the peraon’a freedom; a "compulaion

to learn ia absurd.*I[9]

Gay continues in his praises of Locke’'s aducational
philosophy. Locke “appealed to experiance, [and) exprasassd
confidence in the flexibility of human nature."” Ha
“advocated humane treatment and utilitarian training [for
tha =hildl.”[18} Again, in Gay’s praisea of Locka, wa saea
uncritical accolades for Locke’a inalight Lnto human nature.
Evan with this in mind, Gay muat admit that, whila Locke
wanted reform, it wase not for ali men, aven of tha
gantry.[(111 Locke nevaer thought all children should be
aducated or all those to be educated he aducated alike. He
had no thought for tha poor at the time he was writing the

lattars that bacame Soma Thoughts Concerning Education. Gay

doea apand aevaral pages describlng Locke s lLataer proposala
for the poor, but Gay explaina these by warning that “we
muat asaee the above (the discuaalon of the tresatment of the

poorl in the mapirit of the 17th, not the 20th, century.”[12]

From thesa admiasiona, we can conclude that Gay accepts at



faca value Locke’a ldaas of aducation for the gentry, but
avan the strongesat supporter of Locke’'a philoaphy must admit
that thia philoaphy doas not sesan consiatent with refarvanca
to the poor. Thima invaatigation will axamine this apparent
contradiction; that ia, & phiia-aphy of education that

appliea to the gentry, but not to the poor.

I+t may ba that Gay, at alis, are not totally accurata in
thatr asaeasment of Locke as educator, They accept only
that part of Locke’s writings that were focused on the
gentry., They axcuse the many refarancas to the harah
traatment of the poor aa "“in the aspirit of the 17th
century." The raeasarchesr cannot pick and choose; ha ausat
aaak the truth of the entira philosophy. He cannot accept
some parta while diascarding othera. The purpose of this
preaent research ia to anawer gqueationa about the
compatability of Locke’s views about the education of the
paor to confivm, disconflrm or modify the accuracy of
acholtarly thought concerning Locke’a idesa on education.

Thaaea queations will concern Locke’'s jdeaa on educatlon.

2. RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The important question ia that of Locke’'a concern with the
aducation of the poor. Many authore have praised Locke for
his mathods, procaasea, and thaoriea of education. Hia =aima
ware assuredly the same for both the poor and the gantry;

i.a., all claspan ware to fit amcothly into the fabric of an
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orderly moclaty. Yet, when we axamine hisa sducational ideas
nore clossly, Wwe ses a great disparity batwaen his
auggestions for the education of the genkry and tha training

of the naases,.

Aa. Hain Question

A cloae reading of Loche’s Soma Thoughts Concerning

Education shows many idaaa that are certainly applicable to
any educational context. Cartain of hie idean;: a.g.,
inmtilling a dasjre to learn in the child, ara vary
advanced, and even now are hot fully realized. Locka' s
general philosophy of education as asat ocut in Someg

Thoughts ia necessarily narrow. Locka was writing to a
friand concarning the education of the friend’s son. This
aducation was to fit the boy for thea life of a gantleman, a
pan who owned land and had a reaponaibility of laaderahlp in

the =society.

The raquirementa for the education of the gentleman hardly
applied to the general population. Locke's Ldeas for the
education of tha poor(l3) atrasaad the converaian of the
poor child (oar adult? into an industriowua person} that ia,
one willing to do hard work for, at beat, subalstance wagas.
Nothing is eaid of “learning to learn”; aeducatian for the
poor becomas a training to earn a living howavar brutal the

proceaa rafguired for the education.



The main gquesation:

re J ocke’sa educational idess copncsrnl th oor

conaistent with his general philosophy of aducation?

The purpose of the following discusaion is to identify
gqueations relatad to the malin gquastion abova. Theae
gqueations wiil be intarpraetaed, and thelr logical atructure

will be damcribad.
b. Contextual Questions

Thasa queationa aseek to clarifiy the contaxt of Locke’'s
writinga. Thiam time and culture, as wall as Locks’'sa
phiiosophy, must be examined to help us determina the

meaning of Locke’'s aducational viewa.

1. Thia research wil! examina philosophical idsas and
educatiaonal views of others to gain an underatanding of the
context of Locka’'s aducatianal writinga. As Locke s
writinga on education are occaaional, the viewa of othera
will greatly clarify hia opiniona. Any thinker worhas in tha
context of hia milisu. Locke wrote in the fast half of the
szaventeenth century and four yeara into the alghteanth. Ha
aasociated with men in high places and was & iriend to many
of the aciantista, philoacophers, and other ilntellectuals of
hias day. Ha had an amazingly extensive peracnal
library,l4] and certainly read extremely widaly in sevaral
languages. This wide eaxparience, coupled with the
clircumstancesn of his upbringing, certainly played a major

role in hia intallectual developmant.
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2. Locka'sa ideas far sducation must be vieawsd in the context
of his own philosophy of ratlionality and frasdom. Tha idea
of rationality and fraadom parmesates Locka's writings. We

must ase that thase jideaa would have the greaatest iapact on

hia conaildaration of who could and ahould be sducatad,

c. Inatrumental Quaastions

These guaationa ara the baaia for underatanding the maln

queation concerning Loche’'s viaw of the education of the

gentry and of the poor.

l1. Wwhat wap John Locke’a ganeral philosophy of education?
[L.8.-., his aducaticonal vieawa for the gentry as commonl-

ganeyalized aa hisa "educational viaw"].

Thia queation esaminaa the "convantional vigw" of Locke’s
ideams on aducation, These ara tha views axplicated by most
authorse (e.g., Gay) as the "educational philosophy” of Loche
even though the viewsa were meant for only a amall fraction
af tha society. Tha following aeveral pointe will be
examinad in this thesia to elucidats thia view. These ara
corollariea of tha inatrumental gqueation and will ba
discussed at length tn Chaptar IILI. As atated below, theae
quaationa will allow a cleose polint-by-point compariaocn with

iasues aaen by Locke in the education of the poor.

a) What is the purpoas of education?

b Who ahould be educated?
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c} What ia the ganeral nature of the cyrriculus and the role

of the tagcher?

d} What is the relationahip of educsation to ratjopality and
ftreamdom?

e} What im the extent of the education?
£) What ashould be the moral contant of the sducation?

q}* How mhould education relate to mervice to society?

2. What were Lockea's educational jdeas for the poor?

This question examlnas Locke’as ildems on the education of the
ponr. Thia iasa necesaary for the "conventional view" of
Lacke‘a educational jdaaas is not aubatantiated in his

writings on the education of the poor.

In the context of Locke’sa educational ideaa for the poor,
the following aAreas will ba apeaciiically atudied. (The
“conventional view" of Locka and aducation willk ba uaad ams =
baanla for comparisaon and contraatl], Thama corollarias of
tha ilnatrumental queation parallel those aakad of the
gentry, thus will allow comparisons and contrests with thoae

aaked of the gentry. Thesae will be diacussed as langth In

Chapter IV,

a) What is the purpose of education?

&) Whe ahould bea educatad?

e

c) What ie the general nature of the gcurriculum and the role
of the tesacher?

d? What ia the ralationahip of @ducatlon to cfationality and
freadom?
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a) What ia the sstaent of the aducation?
£} What should be tha moral content of the educatioen?

g} How ahould aeducation relata to service to soclety?

3, Are Locks’a ideams for the education of the poor
axplainable in the context of his philloaophy of tha "free,

rational man?"™

Wa ask if Loche’'sms view of the poor 1a compatible with hia
philoaophy af the “frea, ratiocnal' man as put forth in the

Easay Concerning Human Upnderatanding. Locka saw Ltha poor ae

largely neither free nor rational, thus the de facto

excluslon of the "rabbla™ from hia definitlion.

4. What way, 1f any, should Gay‘'s, et alia, view of Locke’s

educational iLdeap be revised, confirmad, or disconfirmed?

As notad above, Gay sees Locke ag thae epitoma of the
quintaessantial aducator. Certainly Locke had many ideas
that would be appropriata for any philosophy of education.
Yaet, the observationa of Gay, ot alis, may not reflect

Locke’'as preacription for education 1if wa are to educate all

pecplia.
d, Subawquant and Spaculative Queationa

Queationas are sean to emarga from the discusaionn of the main
gquaaticn. Some are interesting and algnificant to our

atudy.
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Wa can axarina the queation of Locke's diract cantributiona
to the underastanding of of a model of agquality aof
educational opportunity American hlgher educatiaon. Hany
educational ideaa of our modern Americe may appaar to be
foreashadowad in Lockae's writings. The mallaabllity of
vouth, aome flaxibility of the adult for learning new
things, and & "sound mind in a aound body, relevanca in
curriculus, learning how to learn,”™ ete., can be
profitably studied by today’'sa achoolmen. Can any of these
idean be tracad directly to Locka? Extensive discussion of
theae ideas as they apply to modern Américan aducation are
beyond the acope of thie thesais, but we may speculate on

tham.

C. HETHODOLOGY aF STUDY

1. PROCESS OF INQUIRY

All of Locke’sa writingm and correspondence have baan
publiashed and are availasble for reaearch.(15] UWa uae

zome 0f theae reaourcaas to outline Locke’'s ideas an aapects
of the questiona mantioned above, It may be found that
there are intarpretativa genaralizationa that can be bases
for confirming, disconfirming, or otherwiase modifying the
relationaship of thias resaarch to other scholarship. Then we
will bulld a camse of Locke'a thinking that will enable
fmirly Aapacific concluaiona to be drawn and answara for the

gquestions listed below to be found.
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a') What wams the msocial, cultural, and political snvironment

of Locka?

Tha turmoil of the latter half of the aaventeenth century
following the upheaval of the Civil War wae a pariod aof much
debata. HNumerous publicationa are extant which expound all
aides of the political apactrum of the day. In Chapter II
of thia thasis wa will aas that thisa environmant allowed
thinkara, both in and out of govarnmant, to approach, at
laaat in theory, mome of the problaeamas of the time. Thia was
likewisna an era of strong religious feelinga. Churchman
raisgd old gqueationa of llfe and morality. There was gresat
aocia)l change and many buainesaman ams well as philosophera

aearched for anawers.

b? What ia an accuratae lnterpretation of Locke’ma view of

human freadom and rationality?

The Lockean theory of the "vrationality" of man ia the baamias
for the Easay. Other works disacuas tha political and social

reatitiesa that would not allow tha application of hia

theoriea to all men. Hia political writings -- Tha Two
Treatimea of Government in particulsr -- mhow that, to

Loche, acciety musat place the mecurlity of tha atate above
individual liberty. This would bea accomplished through
everyone in the aociety remalning in his nichea and working

for the good of the scciety and himaaslf.

) What waa John Lochke’a ganaral philosophy of educatlion
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{that isa, his sducatioconal views for the gentry as coamonly

genaralized as his "educational wviaw")>7?

It hams been stated at length elssvhera that Loacke wrotae
extensively on hia ildeas for sducatijon. As discussed in

Chapter III of this thesia, through the sasay Somsa Thoughts

Concerning Education, and other leas celebratead

corraspondencea to the gentry, (15] Locke claarly showed that
tha gentleman msusat ba brought up to £1il1l the place of

raaponaibility in acciety for which he has baen deaatined.
d) What ware Lacke’'s educational idaas for tha poor?

s will be diacussed at length in Chapter IV infre, the poor
preasntad a great problem to the England of the late
seventaenth century. Locke attempted to provide a aclutioen
through & "work-study” acheme for tha "education" of thae
pocr manges to make tham aelf-supporting. Locka’s acheme
for this sclution 1a wholly contained in a plan complled
whila he waa A mamber o0f the Board of Trade and Plantations
in 1696. (An annotated taxt is includﬁd an Appandix B of
thia theais}. This Plan isa analyzed in Chapter IV. Locke’a
viaua on slavery and other aituationa of "un-freasdom' or
“un-productivity'" are scatterad in hia writinga, as well aa

being meantionad in the Easay.
2., LIMITS GF THE STUDY

This atudy will be concerned with the philosophy of John
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Locke as perteaina to the sducaticon of tha poor Iin England in
tha late saventeenth and very serly sighteanth century, This
is not an original inveatigation of Locka“‘a philomophy ar of
the period. This satudy may ba limited by certain
widely-held ideas cnncnrning.th- pariod that msay be open to
debate and diascusasion. {An axoapla of auch quesationa is the
impact of land anclosurea on the commson laborer?. We are
further limited by the ralatively limjitad amount of ariginal
writing by Locke on the poor. Again, HacPharscon warns:
neither the atrangth nor the weakneas of hie [Locka’'al
political theaory can ba understacd until we atop
raading back intoe it the assumptions of a later age.
Keaplng in wind this warning, perhaps wa can read Locke as
a4 aaventeenth century “liberal" who tried to meet tha
then-presaing problems of aeducation, unemployment,
govarnaent, and religion in a clear, mgral, prudent, and

atraightforward ~-- that is, "pragmatic”™ -- way.
3. HYPOTHESIS

The views of Gay, et alism, on the subject of John Locke a
ideas on education may naed to be raviased. As noted, most
echolara attrlbute to Locke an attitude toward aducation of
concarn for the learner. Preliminary inveatigation
indicates that Gay, et alis, have overatated the case of
Locke’ns concarn for the laarner. Thair viaw doee not acam
to be an accurate represantation of Locke’s idesa. It may

be that these acholara are generalizing te the antire
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populatiaon what were Locke’'s viawa strictly for the

“rational"” man -~ tha gentleman.

D. OUTLINE OF PROJECT

CHAPTER TI. DESIGN OF THE INQUIRY

This chaptar introducea the probiliem of the apparent

contradicticon of John Locka’'a viawa on the aducation of the

poor and those of the gantry.

CHAPTER II. LOCKE'S S0OCIAL, CULTURAL, AND INTELLECTUAL

MILIEU

Locke*s milieu undoubtedly had a tramendous impact on hisa
ideaa. A suparficiasl examination of the society of the tine

will be rewarding when attempting to aseign possible acurces

to hia ideas.

CHAPTER II1. LOCKE’S IDEAS QF EDUCATION FOR THE GENTRY

If we ara to attempt to gain underatanding of Locka‘'a
“formal" philoascphy of education, wa muat look at his
vantureas into solving the probleme of the nature and
limitationa of human knowledge. Hia inmsights were aet forth
in his Emasay Concerning Human Underatanding. Aa this long
Eseay «wam completed for publicstion in March, 1698, it will
show a mature Lochke’s conception of knowledga. Hia ideas of

education for the male child of tha gentry have besan set out

in toto tn Some Thougqhte Concerning Education.



18

CHAPTER IV, LOCKE*S IDEAS OF EDUCATION FOR THE POOR

Theas ideas, though not prasasnted in ons manuscript as wers

those for the gentry in Somg Thoughts Copcarning Fducation,

show that Locke aaw the only hope for the poor to ba some
sort of aducation. But, realiatically, he aaw that a
pragram such as he had suggested for the gantry was not
faeaalible, Thus, it aimply became necessary to train thae

poor to tahke the burden of thair upkeep off asociety.

CHAPTER V. ANALYSIS OF LOCKE'S PHILOSOPHICAL VIEWS ON
EDUCATION AND SOCIAL/POLITICAL FACTORS OF THE SOCIETY AS
THEY RELATE TO THE EDUCATION OF THE POOR. SUMHARY AND

CONCLUSION.

Here tha "truths" propounded by John Locka in hia
philosophy, the ideaa he put forth concerning the poor and
thae gentry, and certain influancas of the anpvironment wilkl
be combinad for analysim. [ will attemapt to amscertain i1f
there are clear paths of reasoning from Locke’'s phlloasophy
to his suggestions for the traatment of the poor, Thia
chaptaer will alaoc summarize the araaa discuasnad above. I
will almo answer the main queastion. I will apaculate as to

the currsncy of Locke’s educational suggestions for American

aducation.



CHAPTER I1

LOCKE'S SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND
INTELLECTUAL MILIEU

A. POLITICAL/INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

The seventeenth century waa a pariod of turmoil, ferment apd
uproar in England. Since the time of Hanry YIII there was
increaning fresedom for the peraon fortunate or rich enough
to take advantage of it, Henry’s new Church atiil hed
canaslderable powerl[l]l, but did not pleace the asvers
reatrictiona on thought and experiment that continuad to

troukble, for example, the Italian atatea. [2])

Any wveatige of an idea af a "Divine Right of Kinga" had
disappeared with the execution of Charles. The parliamant
held the purae-atringe; the citizens with the soney held tha
power. The olid ariatocracy waa still there, but thare were
new gentry tor haute bourgeoisiae) with new money earned

through manufacture and trade.

In this acciety, there ware four fairly well-defined mcclal
Cclasses:

1) The landad aristocrcy {(pasrage and gentry?

2) The upper-middle clasa (haute bourgecialea)

3) The lowar middle-class {(petty bourgaeciaial

4} Workeara (of whom full-time wagsa sarners wers &

14
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minority).[3] Fluctuasticons &f the esconomy, whethar
intentional or not, often diaplacad thousands of theae
workera from the farm or factory. MHoat of thase
vnfortunates had no recourae but to go on the dole or to beg

aon the roadsa.

The landad ariatocracy, (the pserege and the gantry), ware,
in apita of the "neaw monay*” of the merchants, by far the
mont powarful aocial, political, and sconomic force in
England. In an age when landowning wam the baas of powver
and influence, soma two percent of the population ownad
perhaps 7@ percant of the land. Birth and landownership
conatituted the baaea for gantleman statua. There was s
further hierarchy of atatus within this group basad on
"rank, wealth, family padigree and diatinction, =and

lifeatyla.”{4]

A atep below the aristocracy waas the "graeater gentry"” --
baroneta, knights, and wsquirenm. Thies clasa was veary
important in that it furnished men for higher local officea

auch as meambarahipa in parliament and judgeahips.

The "lasssr gentry” wam at the bottom of this order. From
this class came the parish officials such aa aupervisor of
poor relief and the "all-important office of Juatica of the
Paace." Locke himmalf was from this cliama. Hias father waa
a lawyer and owned scme land, Locke junior rose thaugh good

fortune and thtelligence to an anomalous position outside
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theaas ranks as an advisor to nobility and a influential

force in governmsnt .,

Historians quibble over sn axact date for the "dividing
line” batwaan the old and the new, but all agrew tha turmoil
of the time was a moat important turning point in tha new
apportunity for the developmant of naw ideas and changasa.
All agree “that asomething of immanse ajgnpificance happened"

during thia time. 5]

At the baginning of thiam period, at leaast by 1632, the old
ordaer was already of the past. Hoat Englishasn ware
Proteatant -- in fact, Puritan. The economlic situation of
the country was unasttled, causing some to seek itnnovation
and othars a return to the paat. As with moat aittuations of
econaaic flux, there was, on one hand dire povearty, while on
the othar theare waa increased new wealth. Such an economy
gave short asahrift to the "have nota” while allowing the blg
tradeamen, landiorda, and some foarmera to turn inflatjion to
thair own advantage. This inflation, which is cartainly not
unuaual in times of economic dislocation, waes worsaned by
erratic governaant policies. In any eveant, it atruck a

continuing savage blow to the poorar clasaea.

The Puritan Revolution was aaen as an opportunity for naw
ideas and changes in the exieting aituation in England.
Thare was a4 new freedom, both smeculsr and escclasiasatical, to

laok for "truth" in phillosophy and acience. However, thera
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atil]l remainsd a tendecy by msny to look to religion to
justify suppraaston of the poor.[6) 5till, for most, it was

a time of opportunity to mold a better life.

We muat put facile tarmsa auch as "new ideas™ into
parapactiva., These "movemsntas of thought" influence only a
amall minority. Thia mlinority "contrived to live in thraes
worlda! msclentific, eavery-day, and tha Christian world of
Sundaye...." Bathall notes that "the human mind fortunetely
haa a capacity for such illagical accomodation; and this ia

tha only irrationaility in the Agea of Reason.” (7]

Locka’as argument. in the Easay that all men ara fraa and
aqual in the "atatae of nature" excellesant axample of this
accanodation. The equality of men does not erass any
differencaa of age, birth, capacity, or virtus. The basic
aguality lies Iin the "aphere of dominlon of e«ach man": aach
man is "abaclute lord ovar himssalf and no man ia rightfully

aubjtact to the will and authority of ancther."18}

Others write that the ‘discredit of the Stuart mopnarchy and
tha Commonwealth expariment marked the baginning of a new

epach in social, no lessa than politlical, hiataory."

Jamen cites the bleak atatistica of "disorganization and
depraasicon in industry mand agriculturse, and a conasaguant
increase in poverty and unemployment."[3] This was the
sltuation that obtainowed at firat, but manufacturing

increased with the reatoration of peacs and ralative
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pelitizal stability. England waa becomlng 8 mercantilist
nation aa the colonlasa davalopead aa sources of raw matarial

and markats for the finiahed products.

Closely tied to thia movament in the aconosny waa tha
continuing encloaure of land for papturage which usually
diaplacad the tenantse who could do little other than lLook
for subsiatenca in tha citiea {(or beg on the roadsl). The
traialng of aheep for the woollen industry was usually pora
profltable than the lesalng of amall farma to tenanta. Asa
sheap are much less labor-intenaive than pra-méechanical

farming, there ware far fawer joba to bea had for the posor.

One <apn agrea with Bethall that it appears that the
circumstances of the Restoration showed both King and
Country that excessasa cof any asort could hardly be tolerated
by any party. England could concentrates on the business of
buaineaa. Few bellevad any longer in the ldea of a Divine
Right of Kianga; the parliament was uvaually fairly
responsible: the rujinous Civil War was long over;
manufacturing wae booming: there waa money to be rada; and
thare wae a relative plenty of material gooda for the many
who could atford them. Host of the gentry felt secure in

thelir peracn, iln thelr poaaesamsiona, and 1n their sapiritual

aalf. For them, it wae not the beat of Eimea, but i1t moat

certainly waas not tha woret.

in another aapect, Heil Wood notesa a “"small., growling
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bourgeoisis waa driving ahaad, linking Lta fortunea Wwith an
avan amaller and no longar espanding but atill immenaaly
powarful ariatocracy.” Again, Wood apparently sees a
dalibarate conapliracy between theae clasasea to "aubjact an
enfeeblad paetty bourgeoisis and an increasmingly Limpovarished
and burgeoning working clasa."[18] Such a "canapiracy™
aurely wams more apparent than resl, but, neverthalaas, the
raault waa the same. The fortunesa of thass classes came to
be largely controllad by tha upper clmsaes, especjally by

the nouvaau riche sanufacturera and traders.

Along this aame line of thought, Wood asaas that a newly

rich Locke gave hope to his social inferiorse, that through
thair own afforte, “"they might climb the laddar of praatige
and prefarment."” Yat, Wood bluntly atatea that Locke was no

lavellar.

(Hle waa wholahaartedly comaittad to the inevitabllity
and rightneasaa of ... political ineguality and to the
domination of the propertiaed faw aver thsa propertyleas
many.[111]

Thua, it ia with thla background Iin mind that the
intertwinad political, aocial, and gultural envircnment of

England at the time cf the maturity of Locke (1660-1794) can

ba explored.

B. THE INTELLECTUAL MILIEU

Many of Locke’'a viewpolnta aseemad to have culturdal bases.
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Hia personality and intallect were surely largaely ahaped by
hia strict Paritan upbringing. While hia fathar apparently
waa no fanatic, hae waa atern and “"aevere" in young Locka's
upbringing. Ha wa= a aoldier in the Civil War on tha alde
of the Parliamantarisans which did him no good f£inancialy,
but in Colonel Popham, & friend waa gained who latar
appointed thea Jjunior Locke to tha select Westminlater prep

achool.

Much later when Locke waas 56, he recallad that ha "had no
sooner percelved myaslf in the world but I found myaslf in a
atorm that has lagtaed hitherto."[(12] The "atorma™ had
affected Locke at Weastminixter School as wall aa later in
tha Untivaraity. Inatitutionas of higher learning are uaually
at the centar of political maneuvaring, but Locke agssmed to
ateayry fairly claar of controveray at that time, Later, bi=s
pupprt of King Willam mada him peraona non grata in England
and forced him to Holland for an extended stay. Ona may
rightiy conjecture that the political upheavala that Locka
aurvived mada him truly a lovar of the orderly socilety. both
in theory and practice. Surely it waa tha anvironmant more
than any peraon which ahaped Locke’s atrong deasire for order
in the English society. This is undoubtedly reflectad in
thae apparent rigor with he approached the problam of the

vagrant poor.

& great influence on any philosoplier ia certainiy tha

prevailing religioua atmoaphers, whethsar personal or
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societal, It could ba no diffarant with Locke. Although
England wam no longer in the iron grip of the Church ar tha
King as tha reprassntative of the Diety, Locke, amemningly
more than cothar intallsctuals in this neoc-aciantific age,
saw the hand of the Diaty in all of society. Henry VIII, in
breaking away from the Roman Church, had played a major part
in the formulation of Anglican doctrina., He is purported to
hava rejacted the idea of complete "predeatination” with a
comaent Lo the affect that auch a balief could have a
commonar kill the HKing, and who is to say the commoner '"nay™
1f it were so pradestined. Thia atory ia surely apocryphal,
vat It foreahadowa a parhapa curious mixture of a boelief in
destiny, chance and "free will"” that pervades Locke’'sa

writinga.

There was the almoat ubiquitous beliaf in preaordained
“atation” in Jllfe for all man. Thia irather convenientiyl
accounta for an apparent inequality in mean who ctharwiea
ahould be rational, aqual, and freea. Life’s "atation” for
the individual, and all that entaila, ia ordained, yet the
infinitaly more impartant fact af whether a particular soul
ia bound for a heaven lLa nat. Thia rasearcher can find no
avidance that Locke ever considered the ludicrouanesa of
auch an idea as a partial "free will."” [One worka with the
ideas one has or these one ls allowaed hy the saclety,
although a great philosopher could be expacted to have aome

original thoughtal.
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l.Locke, aa with any thinker, owad to cthera not a little of
his beliafs and approach to the world. So than Aaron atatea
that the greateat influance on Locke'a thought wams by
Deacartans and Locke’'s friend, Sir Robart Bovyle. Concerning
Deacartea, Aaron asaya {but doea not prove) that:
Dancartées waa a "libesrator’ mora than a taacher. He
taught Locke "how to develop philoscophical ilnquiry
intellligibly.” Descartes rescued him frem hia Oxford
aducation’a sense of deapair as to thae possibility of
sdvance through reason. (13]
Locke certainly read Deacartes, yet in the Essay, Locka
apaaks very aeldom of “"Mr. Dea-Cartasa'” or the Cartealans,
and thosae vary few referencas wers to denigrata acme ldea of
that philoacpher.[14] Cranston says that Deacartes
influanced Locke through Boyla, who was "manlfestly
influanced by Deacarte*sa ‘machanical philoacphy’”™ ...!
The Carteaian philoscphy bacama somawhat diatorted as
it psmssed through Boyle’'a mind, and this fact was of
conalderable importance to Locke’a intellectual
hiatory. For Locke, asa Boyla's pupll, abaorbed much of
the Boyleian concaption of nature before ha raad
Damscartes and bacame intereatad in pure philosophy.
Like Bovle, Locke brought no metaphysical
praconceptions te the atudy of science. [15]
Tha main source of Locke’a "empirtciam lay in hia
asgaciation with the Oxford acientiata whe were {forging naw
methods of enquiry based on ohaervation and expsriment.”([15]
Important influesncea con Locka’s thought listad by Garforth

are the physician Thomas S5yndham, the French philosopher

Gasaendi, Francis Bacon, and, of courae, Deacartea, but



"from a gquita different angle.'"{17]

Humerouas writern have notad that Locka was a "pragmatiat.”
It la tempting to conjacture that Locke was asomething of a
“pragmatiat” whan It tnvarlably appeared that the bulk of
mankind did not fit his mold of the "rational, freg man."
Hany philoaophara, before and aftar Lacke, seem to aee the
clasaeg of aoclety to which thay balong aes the onee favorad
by the Deity. These clamses arae then daflnad aa the "nora"
for mankind. The maasa of mankind who do not fit the critaria
for rationality as gat by the philosopher are saan ax
aubstandard. Parhaps thesa man are evil, aince thay are
avidently not aaspacially favored by God. Yat, in a
comprahenaive philosophy, all man muat be accpunted for.

Locke’s philoasophy spaeaha of thea generic “"man" as baing
“free'", whan this ia not so, according to any rational
daflnition of "freea®. Lockae, aa have many othera, had to

mahes the "facts™ fit thae "theory”. It ia certainly

raasonable to call this “"pragmatism™.

Agron saw Locke aa "portraying the spirit of hia age."[18]
The latter half of the apventesnth century had brought on a
“balanced and tolerant attitude toward life'" by the gantry
and such lntellectuala aa thare wearse. There aeemad to ba a
“love of cacl, diaciplined reflection" in thesa circles.
But the real world was difteraent; there waa bitter conflict
and narrow z&al; and men held axaggeratad and wildd

axpresalone of epinion. This éra would welcomne emotlonaliam
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in poatry and literature, but anly for “entertainment." In
the "marliaua thinga" of lifa -- raliglon, philosophy, and,
above all, lnquiry into truth of phlleoacphy and aciance --
no appeal to the faxlinga wae parmitted. Perhaps Aaron is a
bit too censorioua of this age, buk we sae in Locka aome of
this "nerrow zaal," and and, while not "wild axpressiocna of
opinion,” at least differeances of opinion from many of hia

pears.

C. THE SOCIAL SITUATION OF THE LOWEST CLASSES

Over half the paople ware in the lower four

claasalficationa of the population. lAppandix Cl] Even the
“"richeat"” of thesa, the 150,008 "common agaman,” were Ln
guch a poaition that Locke conaidered aentencing illlagal

beggare to that fate for a thrae-year term.(19]

Tha madtieval attitude was that poverty waa an
uncontrollable manifeastation of the hand of God, along with
fapine, sicknesa, and old age. Thea atricken were left to
the marciaa of the Church or to the charity of private
¢itizens who thareby galned abaocilution from their aina.[28]
This attitude changaed under the Puritana after the time oif

Henry vIII.

Most peocple of the time (at leamst the literata ones who Lleft
thair thoughta for posterity) believed in what Margarst

James calls ordered inaquality. All thia has bean
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"ordained by God to ‘exerciaa the diveras Gracea which hea
hath given to hias Church and Paople.’ "[21] Jamea atates
that one preacher (1635) had remarkad that the Biblical
"warning againsat laying up earthly treasuras should not be
taken too Literally."([22] She further notea that:
doctrine that inward salvation should he axpresased in
continuoua labor margad into the beliaf that succeas
waa the hall-sark of godiinesa.[23]
Une may argue with Wood’a contention that agonomic bahavior
2till waa motivatad not so wmuch by profit-making aa by
cuatom, tradition, praatige, and atatus. Cuatom and
tradition certainly influenced decliasions made by govarnments
and individuals, but it seema to this reassarchar that many
of tha accial problema facad by the country atemmed fraom the
gqueat for profit. In any caae, Wood 1lsa zorrect as he aava,
concarning the social order:
Locke’s England waa divided into two aociatiea the
rich {many of whoml were beconing richer, and the poor,
who were bacoming increasingly impovariahed. Eapacially
aloce the ‘Glorioua Revolution’ af 1688, the “prudant”
ruling claaa, now reunitad, axerzcised tight control
over an lncreasaingly aubjectad and impoveriashed
populace. [24]
Wood continusa his sad tale but he nay exaggerate in giving
a paerhapas unfounded sense of conacious <oheasivenesa to Lhe

upparclassaa. Be that as it may, ha makea tha important

pointa:

The primary goal of English law was the presarvation
and advancement of the ‘propartied claama’. Haunted by
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the experlence of tha Puritan Revolution and fearful of
the restiessneas of the poor, thea praopartied upperclaas
presentad a aolid front aftar 1688.... Tha people warse
depicted az a “many-headad monater’ ar “untamed baaat’
~~- an Llrrational, unatable, and disorderly ‘hard’
conatantly endangering the kingdom ... L[23]

Thia mob of the poor common peopla would act againat the

aociety "unleas curbad by the cultivated and lelaured

property-holdera."”

The problam of the support of the poor was an anormoua ona
by the latter half aof the asventaanth century. The Catholic
Church had long considearad itmelf obligatad to aupport thea
impotant poor through almegiving. For ovar a hundred
yeara, as notad by Webb and Wabb:
aobpearvers stated that alma did not diminiah the number
of pacople living in paverty, rather the very axiatencsa
of indiscriminata almagiving increasased “this
unaatiafactory secticon of tha population.’ [26]
The iassue of the "impotant poor’ had baecome of greatasat
importanca by the time of the Reatorstion and the Glerious
Revolution. Tha existing Poor Law waas both unenfotrced in
the large part and unworkable Ln any avent. Wabbk and Webb
show graphically the attitudea of the writers of tha time.
Evan thoesg who were upeat by the condition of the many
beggara and “he very poor in general seemad to be kound by
the all-pervading atmoaphere of the Puritaniam of the
country. Webb and Webh gquote J. Conhe (a conaservative and
formar membar of the government of Charlaa 1) who derided

tha on-goling procesa of enclosure faor paasture farming «hich
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"waa turning men adrift from their homes and cccupations and
railatng tha price of corn." But CoocHlae also made it clear
that he was not for "parity"” of man and againat tha
landownar and angrosser asa such:
I would not ba miataken as tf I were an enemy to tha
graat =satates, the order of God hath appointad several
degraeas of men and hath aat thea in their mavaral
atationa, the rich to ba libarall to tha poora, and tha
poorae to bhe asrvicable to the rich.... I am not of
thair opinion that drive at a parity to have all man
allke, ‘tis but an Utopilan fiction, thea Scripture holds
forth no auch thing: the Poore ye shall have alwayes
Wwith you: but thare ought not to ba a baggar in England
for they live rather likae beaata than men.[27]
The graat concern of the uppar and middle clasasesa at this
time aa the worry that tha poor, who, in contemporary
ocpinion, wara "particularly suaceptible to the poiaon of
reballion and ilpnfidelity.” A proper plan would "aolve two
acute problema of Church and State, the growth of irreligien
and of paupariaam."” A plan would necaaaarily include datails

of providing wark and atudy of the Bible and catachisa

necaasaary for the child to bea!

inoculatcladl ... againat the habits of aloth,
dabauchary and beggary, which characterised tha lower

ordera aof soclety.” (28]
Yat, to many, the laower ordera of asociety weare seen as a hay
toe the aeconomy of the nation. As laborers, saamen,
goldiara, aervanta, and other workers, the masses weros

neeaded as atrongly as they ware fearad and deapiaed.

Furnias diacuased the importance of the laboring claasmea to
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a country, He guaotes Thomas Petyt (1680) who aharad with
othere of hia time "gloomy forabodings aa te England’a
commarcial future ... [aa hel sought out causes for a
supposad dacay of trade.'” Petyt had aaid!
People are ... the chiafeat, most fundamental and
precioua commodity, out of which may be derived all
sorts of manufacturaes, navigation, riches, conquasts
and solid dominion. Thia capital materisl being of
itaglf raw and itndigestesd ia committed into the hands
of supreme authority [(the identity of thia ‘authority’
asems unclesr in the contextl] ... [whosal prudance and

diaposition it ias to improve, aanage and faahlon it to
aore or lasas advantage. (Z9]

Furnliss continuea hias diacuasion of the English laborer of

the period:

Now the most striking aiement in the aconomlc poaition
of the English laborer ... was hia povearty; {for no
conaiderable perlod did he receive much morea than
aubaistence and for cartain stretches aof time hia monay
wagas ware insufficient to supply him with the bareat
asesantiala of physical exiatence. [30]
Hodarn Westarn man might think that the seventeenth century
Englieh laborer was hald in low eateaem baecaussa he
contrlbuted little to the national wealth or, if he were as
important as writers auch as Patyt haid, then he was not
raceiving his falr share of the waalth. It asamed in the
view of the contemporary writer, that the worker waa greatly
valued but neariy averyonsa wanted to make the labarer’s
ahara of the wealth aa amal! aa posalble.(31)] There wers

many proposaals Lo keep wages low. [t was widely held that

wage laborersa’ “good times" were injurioua to the nation. By
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kemping the wages low and the prices high would the laborar
ba kept on the adge of want. Since proaperity led to a
alackening of induatry, prevantion of any auch proaparity

woould make the worker work harder of nacesalitby. [32]

Aa mentioned above, snclosures of open land previously
avajilable to the common cottager forced many cut of tha
pariah to aaaek bare aubamigtance alsevhere. The Poor Lawa of
Henry YIII[33] and Elizabeth(34] had codified the
ragquirement of the individual pariah to cara for the
indigant poor. (Hany, including Locke, darided the effortas
of the Poor Law Coamissionera to control the situaticonl). In
fact, if the proof of the afficacy of the law waa in the
reeults, then the critics were indeed right; the roada, and
eapaclally the citiea, “"awarmed with beggara and

vagranta," [35]

Although they oatensibly had bean placed aso by God, the
pacople who had been mired Ln poverty had not baen given the
right to become wandering baggars, A= noted above, baggara
were g0 fearad and hated by tha public at large that
"humanitariana [were made tol forgebt thelir humanlty.' [361]
But the difference batween the neaded working poor and a
deapised baggar on the atreet waas merely a matter of degree.
The laborer was paradoxically saen both as a vary neceasary
part of society, and, at the same time, & drmg on the
aconomy and a threat to the priveleged sector of society.

The leaborer was, at beat, alwaya just a step away {from
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deatitution and waa alwaya, at beat, deaparately poor. Ha
normally recaived subaistence wages, and sometimeas wages
were ast balow what would be npacsasary to glve his family
the baresat necessities of food, shalter, clothing, and
"firing" in the winter. As with the “minimuom wage” worker
of sur enlightened time, it required a firm belief in the
“"Protestant Ethic" by the worker for him to remain in auch a
situation whean tha dole would usually maka llfe much asasler
with no labor raquired. One is amazed that ao ralatively
few of these poor choae the “"eaasy way cut." Strangaly,
this poor laborer was conaldared by many to be the key to

wealth, both national and for tha entrepreneur.

Furniaa wondera at thia apparent paradox, but can cffiar no

saolution:

That thea mans of under-nouriahed, hali-clad, and
improperly housed people ... could have bean conaidarad
by contemporary thinkers as poaseasing any greaat
importancea to the nation must atrike the modarn
obeserver ams impoasible. (Yetl... on the one hand, the
importance of the labourer am a souce of waalth was
caonaidared suprame; on the other, thera were few to
gquestion the juatice of reducing the labourer's share
[of the national wealthl te ita lowest posaible

terma, [37]
The swmallest fluctuation in the national or evan local
economy could throw a multitude of otherwise "honeat"”
worklngmen aonta the mercy of the pariah for relief. It may
be repeated that, oddly to modern eyea, auch a dialocatliaon

waa rarely biamad as responaible for the rasulting

unemployment; it waa deemed to be tha fault of tha



36

unemployed laborer. A weakneasa of character was undoubtadly
responsible for his situation -- a waaknessa that could be
rapalrad by phyaical punishessent if all alae falled. A
acheme to crasta work would give the laborer (regardless of
aga)l no axcueaa to fulfill hia "calling" in life. Furnisa
anphasizes thia:
The one sll-important domestic problem of this age was
tha problem of pauperism, tha moat obvioua of whose
causes was the idlenaeaa of the pecpla;.... With tha
fact of unemploymaent thruat to the front by tha growing
burden of poor relief ..., thelr (social reformersl
natural reaction waa to evolva methods of creating
employmant. (38]
Furnisa continuea with his obparvation that the laboring
cleaa was geen to be an entity to ba mAanipulated for thea
“good of the nation.”" Projecte put forth by sacial thinkaers

"all treated the laboring class as a group, to be handled in

the mass by the atate.™

Furnisa is alacst alone among modern writara in his concern

for the plight of the individual laborer and the affect of

auch plane would have had on him:
The individual laborer was loat sight of, the wealth of
datail in which the propoaals were alated contemplating
a deatruction of all amlf-reljiance and resourcaefulneaa,
and the reduction of all individuasle to a common dead
lavel through the process of stersotyping and rendering
fined and rigld hia life conditiona. £39]

Wa can conclude here that the good of the natlon was the

goal of any project for the redemption of the poor. Many of

the proposala to employ the poor {(aa with Locke®a) may secen
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aa "fantastlc diastortions of juatice,” but we aust ressmber
the propoasla were for tha good of tha natlion, and not for
the bwhafit of the childran and adults of the laboring
classan who were to supply tha saterial for

axperimnaentation. (48?2

Thus, there was a bellef in this ‘age of libaraliam” of the
utility of povarty., In lta moat candid farm, this opinion
inasisted that tha national intersst demanded that tha bulk
of the population be kept in & condition of poverty. (That
thia "beliaf" was actually in th& mindas of the upper claases

iz immaterial. The effect was the aame, in any avent.)

D. EAMRLY WRITERS’ VIEWS ON THE REFORM_OF _THE POQR

Locke’s theory of the tabulas rasa may ar may not have
provided a atimulus to reformers and philanthroplate. Tha
thrust of their {desas wams aimilar to Locke’sa, in any aveant.
They almoat unanimously agreed that "education is a
disciplina of mind and body, dependent upon the formation of
good habita.'"(41] Echoing Locke’s thaory that anyona can
lmarn, ona reformer wrota,

«re It is always tn our power to know aa much as can he

practically useful. So much ... we may clearly
dincover that whatevar encourages and promoteas habite
af industry, prudenca, foreaight, virtue, and
cleanlineaa among the poor, is beneficial to theam and
to the country....{42)

Ha did not advocate s "buaywork' aslution to the problem. Hae
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apokhe of a;

ganuine and well directed aducation, which i=s
calculated to fit persons to act a atranuous and useful
part in their allotted atation {eaphasisa added) in
lifea; -- of that aducation, which taachas and
demonatrates the advantagea of early and steady habita
of attantion and induatry, and forma in the heaart,
atable and permanent principles of conduct. {43}
A Baries of reformers and philanthropiats batwsen 1659 and
1784, writing moatly in Londeon ... attackad the problem
from the naw {(mic) atandpoint of organizing a genuinely
‘profitabla employment of the poor’ " (44l. Thiam view was not
new -- it differed little from that of Richard Hulcaatar
aoma 180 years eariler in 1582, Mulcastar, himaalf a
graduate of Eton and Oxford, offended no ona when he wrote
about "higher'" education for the masaes. MHulcasater
constitderad the ability to read and write the common right of
all, rut he rejected the idea of providing higher aducation
for as large a number as posaible. He fesarad, as did many
othera, that a large clasa of learned men without
intallaectual employment may be uneamsy and sediticums. Yet he
thought that esndowments for the encouragement of higher
learning shauld go chiefly to poor boys who "maniifeated
marked ability, while they showld be open on equal tarms to
the rich who will atudy."[43] {Note again that this ia NOT
a call for univaraal educatiocon. Apparently only the

Levallera of an earlier generation entertainad =auch a

notion of aqualityl.
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E. A _GENERAL HISTORY OF EDUCATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION

If wa area to underastand the educational "context" of Locke’'a
timeg, we must look at & hiatory of educatlion in a broadar
context than that country and time alone. The term higher
aducation as used herein will generaily mean education
beyond the elementary; that La, at leaat at tﬁe laval of

Eton and Wincheater. [46}]

Early Britain, indeed weastern Europe, was on the fringe of
the Roman Empire. Yet, such scanty evidence as in available
Ahowa that (according ko Tacituam) Agricola establishad
achoola in A.D. 78 in order to "romanize the msons of naklve
chieftansg. {47)] The great majority of the population
remajined lliiterate {(and "un-romanized"). The Romans navar
coneidered education of or for the maaaen. Az wam the caae
for the next aome 1908 years, the rulara {(or their

counaellora) wara an educated elite minority.

There was & a time of intelliectunal darkneaa for Britain

and Weestarn Europe from the time of tha fall of Western
Roman Empira. This darknese was only relieved by tha llght
aof the Church. *“In a tude and barberocun sociebty 1t was a
moral code, A way of life, a civilizing agent." (48] Tha
Church carried on what scholarship there was in the landsa.
So, for over a thousand yeara:

the authority {of tha Churchl] reigned supreme=, an
authority, too, which barren and ascetic in its nature,
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brought barranness intoe sducation am long aa it
pravalled. ” {49]
The mediaval univaraities that bagan in Europe after the
turn of the millienium were "a unigue product of an
intellectual uypriaing that began near the close of the 1lth

century...."{(58] Tha twelith century opened with a naw

intellactual life:

The scattered laarning of the past was consolidated and
eyatamnatizad in compllationa ... that became atandard

autharitiesa in higher education,”[51]
England waa only on the adge of European civilization of
that tilma Ao achools were formed only miter the Norman

Conguest. Some achools waere built in tha "reconstituted™

=athedralsa. In each of thesge:

normanired cathedrala a acholaaticus waa responaible
for keeping a achool.... None of thsae achools,
however, waa to aurvive permanently save asg a grammar

achooal . [52]

The aucceasful achoola of higher learning ware aeparate from

cathadrala. ¥Far example, socn after 1200 Oxford was

becoming!

like Paria and Balogna, one of fthe great educational

cantres of Weatern Europe: a atudium genarals with an
organizead gild or upiveraitas of maaters and
scholara, (53]

A collaga and grammar achool wasg founded in Winchester in
1382) by Willilam of Wykeham. This landmark achool waa

planned to axiat in lte own right, not aa an adjunct to an
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aeccleaiastical institution. The sndowment called for "poor
and needy"” boya from the diocese. Sons of naoblemsen and
"othar worthy perscns"” could attend an a fae-paying basia.

"Commonera" woere allowed to attend as day pupila,. {54)

By the alddlie of tha fourteanth century in England thera was
alraady three hundred to four hundred achoola for the
education of clerka In reading, writing and Latin. Cliaver
boya of humble origin rose through such achools to be clarks
and priesta, for the Church was atill the career of ambition
moat eaasily open to the poor. But no attempt was made to

teach raading and writing to the mass of tha peopla,.[(55]

In the fiftteenth century there waas a4 great incraeasa in
educational facilitiea and endowmanta. Many schoolas ware
endowed to teach "“the poor" gratia; but the paor who

benefited by them weaere:

not the labouring c¢lasa but the relatively poor, the
iower middle clasme, the sona or protegeas of amall
gentry, yeomen and burghera whe rose through theae
achoois to take part in the govarnment of tha
land.” [56]
Wallisa ahowas that ... including fea-paying eatablishaenta,
there wara more than 4,983 grammar achools [in England and
wWaleal in the aaventeenth century.'" There waa no "aystem”™
(537)] of primary aducation in the England of thia parlod. A
child might be taught at the village Dame’s Scheool, or in

the houmse of a nelighboring parson. The children of the

noblllty usually received their firet training at home fraom
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a tutor or chaplain. Soma racsived thelir first training at
tha "handa of the womnen of the houmse" bafore going on to the

grammsar school or univearaity.[58]
More advanced institutions auch aa;

Eton, Winchaster, and Weatsiniater had already ascquired
a famng..., (B0 that] it was tha practica amaong certain
af the country gantlemen to send their mons to theanm
achoola ams boarders rather than to the naeighboring
grammar schoois... a majority of the ariatocracy
coneidaraed the aschools faven Eton, Winchester, and
Yaestmpiniater) to be unsuitable and unneceasary,
sapecially for the aldest son....[59]

So a tutorial ayatem of education daeveloped for the upper

claamaa:

Thia domestic tutorial ayatem helpad maintain some
connectlon betwean aducatlon and reality. At ita beat,
it producad the inteillectual virtuoso of the
sevanteenth ... cantury; the wall-mannarad,
waell-tralned man of the world whose aducation at thea
handa of a tutor had been supplemented by a paricod at
court and a European toaur. [6A]
In thia new "ecientific age” the achoola had changed but
little aince medigvel times. Throughout the seventeanth
century a wide gulf betwaen formaeal education and reality
ramained. (&l] Af w& have aeen, in the time of Locka“’a
maturity {(1660-1704), Engliah gentry hed acceas to aeveral
forme of aducation. Children of the "batter clasasea" wearsa
inatructad in readlng and writing st homeg or in a
neighborhood achool. Thay could then go on to a “"grammar

echool” for a curriculum of Latin and aothar aubjects eulted

for the production of gentlemen. The influential and the
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vary akillful -- into which category Locke is to ba placed
~=- ¢ould go on to the university which almoat invariably

neant s place among the powerful of the nation,

The curriculum in the early univerasity was the ‘'classical
Artas and Sclencea.” Tha "Sclencea" ilncluded Theology and
Scholaatic Philomsophy, Jurisprudenca, and Medicine.
By the tarm Arts, waa intended the sevan liberal arta
of the Middle Ages, but chiafly the Trivium, i.a.,
Grammar, Rhetoric, and Logic, all threa of which ware
prasantad in thelr moat formal and barran aspects. [62]
Aaron gives a gummary of what he guessaa to be Locke’'s own
curriculum at the Univereity in the middle of the
aeventeanth ceantury. The curriculum still sppeared to be
“"formal and barren":
[Locke would) probably devote a yesr to rhatoric and
grammar, ancother to logic and moral philosophy....[Tlha
third and fourth [would be glven over tol loglic, moral
philoaophy, gacmatry, and Greak. He found theae
couraea ineipid and dreary. (53]
The curriculum at the universjitiesa changed but Ltittle until
nuch later. The grammar achocls taught Latin, Greek and
little alaa "to the tune of a hickory atick"” at least
through the next century. Locke could do nothing to

reform adviae gentlemen on thea proper -- and gentle -- way

to ralmae their aona.

F. LOCHKE'S GENEHRAL PHILOSOPHY AS A PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION
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l1. Introduction

Literally thousanda of booksa and articlea {(and
dissertatjiona’ hava been preasnted concerning tha lLdeas of
thia philosopher aince hisa voluminuous worka ware published
in the latter third of the seventaanth and the firat guarter
of the eightesnth century. From the vary firat ha waa
angalled for hiam religiocus beliafal&4] and his
philoscphy. [65] He has been juat as stoutly defendad by his
own panlét) and by otherais?} through the centurias.

John Lockea was aa large a factor aa any phllosopher and
government worker could be in the social and political
thought of that tima. "Ha ia parhaps best deacribed aa an
independent, free-moving intellectual aware as othars ware
not of the diraectiona of mocial change.'[B8] fWe will argue
that this statement of lLocke’'a awarenaaa of socisl changa 1=

not entirely correctl.

Locke formally set forth hia entire philosophy in his Esaay

Concerning Human Underatanding. [639] The Easay, on which he
worked probably more than than half hia adult life, [78) waa
to lattar seventeenth and eighteenth century European
philoaophara what Newton’e Principis and Optics weare to [ta
ecientiata.(71l] Some commetators note that the Essay
reflecta tha thinking of the majority of the acientiaste and
philosophara of the age. This reflection is "apart,
perhapa, from the fundamaental thelam"([72) of Locke to which

many phlloaohare of the time did not aacribe.
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Locke ia oftan criticized for the apparent use of tha
"comnmonssnas-tone” of tha discusaiona in the Easay that
anabled him "to take adventage of realiatic convictions
about the mind mnd the world that did not follow rigorouasly
from hie own principlea." (73} Locke apologlatas recognlize
thia critciam and eeelk to anawer 1t. For exsaple, Tarcowv
explaine, it ia not that way at all:
Locke ... oonatructa modern moral wirtues, LAcluding
civility, libarty, justice, and humanity, on the banmia
of hls agoistic and hadoniatic paychology. Hea haa
taught a genercus concern for othera and racognized the
power of aelf-love, pride, and paasion....[7d4]
Some gscholara have tried to ahow that lLLocke’s motivaa iIn
expounding hia philoaophy of man and governasnt ware perhaps
more pragmatic than a genuine concern for humankind ahould
allow. Some sa8a hlm asa largely a politjical hack in bim=
philsophy in that ha tried to show the;
Whig govenment in accord with the law of patura and the
reat of the widely accepted atock-in-trada of tha
contenporary political acane, [75]
Othera =meg both aldea of the argumant. These acholars
raaliza that men of that time recognized that, regardleas of
philomsophies of ratjonlity and eguallbty, thera was ai
deep-rooted differential batween the ratlonality of the
poor and that of sen of aome property... A great

tragedy of the tima waa "thea denial of ipdividualiam to
half [ailc] the nation....[7&]

Wa aeek what may be conaidared the hey pointa of Locke’'sa
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philosophy of education and learning. Thase "kay pointa"
ahould indicate that lLocke, indeed, saw mean aa unburdeanad
with jpnete (that ism, igphorn) ldaass. The great maajority

of man (excapt foola and madman) have the ability to raeason
and to acquire knowledge Lf not preventad from thia by
chance. Yet, there ia a “Free Will,"” an to apaak. This
“Fraee Will™" is that part of every man that allowse him to
chooee hia own way {(after ha has been placad in his
“atation” in lifa by the Diety): “"Every ona, I think, finda
in himself a Power to begln or to forbear, continue or put
an end to aaveral Actions tn himself ...."[(77] Thus, tha
onua wad on the individual to act and think "correctly', or

auffer the apiritual and tamporal conaeguancas.

G. THE TABULSA RASA

Locka apent a great deal of time discumsesing in the Essay how
jdamaas are formad in the mind. He argued that all ideas are
racelvad from cutaside the individual. He rejected tha then
widely-held notion that a baby is born with ideasa already in
placa. Theme ilnnata, inborn idaae allowed men to "know”
certain thingas (e.g., tha swiatenca of God) without any
prior instruction. It ia beyond tha scope of this thesis

to dalve desply into Locke’'s reaasocning on tha foundationa
and procesaesa of knowladge. Yet, to understand his position
an knowledge and learning, we will note a few aketchea of

hie undermtanding. [78]
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WYnat men know, they have lsarned by axperienca:l

Evary man baing conscioua to himself, That he thinkas,
and that which his Hind is amploy’‘d about whilat
thinking, being the JIdesas, that are there, “tis past
doubt, that Hen have in their Mindes meveral Ideas...[.]
How he comes by them? I know it ia & received
Doctrine, that Man have native Ideas, and ariginal
Characters stampaed upon their Minds, in thelr veary
firat Baing. This Opinion I have at large examined
slready [and rejected in Boak I, Chaptar II of the
Essaay]l....[732)]

“We aaa that Locka helieved men have pno innate ideaa. Ideas

that are certainly in their ainda muast coma from an axtsrnal

BOUrCSH, A conclse dafinition of knowladge by Locka is

that 1t Lal
nothing but the perception of tha connaxion and
agraeament, or the disagreament and repugnancy of any of

cur Idaana. 2=+ Whare this Perception is, there ia
Hnﬂ“ledgﬂ' k- ’ [8al

H.,. REASON AND RATIONALITY

Thus, it Aacems aa48ily poasible that anyone who is aahe could
gain knowledgae, that ia, learn, anything 1if it presented

Ln much & way that the mind could make ume of the ideas. A

pauper, poor as he la, la rational esnough to ba able to make

usa of ideaa about training for amployment.

Locke plainly states that "Reaaon sust be ocur last Guide and
Judge 1in every Thing."[81) ¥Yat, in the next Aaentanca, he
laavea room for revelations from God, without telling us
how we can ba aure the '"Proposition ravealed" to us ias

actually from God, or what is exactly a "natural principle.”
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[Ilf Raamon find it [a proposition] to ba revealed from
GOD, Raason then declares for if, aa much as for any
othar Truth, and makea it ona of her dictatea.(82]

To the proof of our own exisatsnce, Locke aeeams logically to

bag the question as he writes:

As for our oun Exiatence, we petrcelve it so plainly,
and mo certainly, that Lt neither neads, nor ia capable
ofl,)] any proof. For nothihg can be more evident to
ya, than our own Existence. I thinh, I reason, I feal
Pleaaure and Pain; can any of thesa ba more evidant to
mex, than my own Existancea?[83}

Ha then usea the "aalf-evidence"” of our own sxistanca in his
“proof'"” of the euiatence of God. The idea of an [almost])
omnipotent Diety ia central to all of Locke's philomophy.
Although we are born with a mind devoid of ideas, wa are
asaured of God’a exiatence as we are aware of pur own!
Though GOD haa given ua no innate [deams of himself;
though ha has atampad no original Charactetra on our
Minds, ... [we]l] cannot want of a clear proof of hinm,
a3 long aa wa carry our selvea about us .... Ta ahew
therefore, that wa are capeble nf knowing; i.a.[,]
baing certain that there is a GOD, and how we may coma
by thia certalnty, I think we nead go no further than
our selvaa, and that undoubted Knowladge we have of own
Exiatence. [B4]
Tha validity of thia proof wam left undiacussed in the
Esaay.(85] [ocke aaya:
How far the Idea of & moat parfect Being, which a Man
may frama in hia Mind, doaes, or doea not prove the
Exiatence & GOD, I will not here examine. [88]

Tha dawning of an Age of Reason maw many phllosopheras

relagating a Supreme Diety to a leas important position in
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poaaibla schemea of axistenca. Locke was unuasual in a

“acientific age'™ 1in hie pervaalve beliaf in the God of tha

Biblwa. He wrote in The Reasagnableanhess of Christianity of

auch phtlosophara who, although thay may ba able to asarch

out moat "Truth'" by reascon alona, saw thare were situations
where *“pure raason" was not anough. He writea of

philoaophere:

s who apoke from reaacon, [and] made not mention of
tha Deity in thalr ethica. They daepand on Reason and
har Oraclaa, which contain nothing but Truth: but yet
pome parta of that Truth lie too deap for our natural
powers aaally to raach, and make plain and vislble to
mankind; without some light from above to diract

them. (871

Nidditch gives what he mees aa the genasral conaensus of

critical Locke acholara. In the Eaaay:

[Lacke] inaista that the ultimate scurce of all ogur
ideas and the ultimate raquirad teat of all aour

putative knowledge and beliefa lie within tha bounda of

tha workings of normal sense- or tanar-
e)xparience. ... [88]

From the guote above, ona can argue that Nidditch apparantly

believern that Locke saw that there are "realities.” Thua,

philosophy holding that one can have no asasurancaea of

"truth” (that 18, be a total skeptic! haas to be diecardad.

Dne may read that Locke ia seen ase aaying ane must (am St.

Pau)l advimed?! "prove all thinga." Simply, one must he avware

of the uncertainty of & proclaimed “Truth” untlil it ie

teated and proven or diaproven.
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Boyla and the othar natural sciantiatae of Laocke’'s day and
acqualntanca aurely imprassad upon himn thse neceamity for
controlled awperiment, Results of many such teata often lad
to a reviaion of the thaory teatad. Locke saw that thias was
the opposite of much of the thinking of the moraliata and
theologiana. Locka certainly took avear asome othar
“aclentific” belieis such as an extaearnal material world
ceparate and diatinct from tha internal world of the aind.
Further, he ahowad little of tha broad intolerance {a3xcept
to melacted categories auch as athelsts and Roman Cathalics)

that poasasacre of “certain knowledge" many times hald.

Man haes Freag #ill. Thia ia the freaedom Lo act ama one
would. One ia free 1f one has the powelr to act aasa one
would. If man ia free to get what he chooaas, the moral

aducator facea tha task of getting the pupil to chooaa what
the sducator wanta him to chooae. The taak ia to get
Pleasure attached to the right actions, and pain attached

ta the wrong. So men can be trained ase wa train animals.

We have shown that Lockea, for the present purpossas, aade
theae pointa:

i1, Man is born with no existing lLdeas, not even of God.

2. Ideas, and tharefore learnlng, come wholly from ocuteide
the person.

3. ALl aane men can learn.

4. God exita. One‘as own axiatance la prooi of thia,

%. Philloscphars may hold "Trutha" even if they do not
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invoke God, bhut there ara deaply-hidden principlas that

requires intarvention of the Diety to uncover.

6. Man haa Fyrge Will.

Theas pointa made the basaes of Locke’s philosophy of

aducation am presented in tha Some Thoughts concerning

Education. Theae tenets alao hold for Locke’a proposal for
tha tralning of the poor. The theory holds; tha method

is different.



CHAPTER III

LOCKE'S IDEAS OF EDUCATION FOR THE GENTRY

A. INTRODUCTIGN

Most educational acholara haveae taken tha viewa of LocHe aa

axpreased in Same Thoughta Concerning Education aa hina

“theory of education.” Thias "thecry” followe closely hia
concepta af learning and ideaa detalled in the Easay. Yet,
these gcholars dismise or gloae over the fact that thia
education was not to be for all, or aven a majority, of
people. Moat ot the people did not £it the major criterion
for aducation in that they were net "raticnalt.,” If we
exanina Locke’s ideas for the education of thia
"un-rational” multitude, we are struck by tha lack of
kindneas and underatanding cof the individual that is

requiaite for learning how to lLearn.

Lacke had shown in the Eassay that man was by nature
“"vyationael and fre=." The gentleman waa placed by the Delity
in such a position that he could -- in fact wae ragquired --
to devalop that "rationality."” The gentlaman was “"frae,”
tempered oniy by the requiremants of the greater aociety,.
The gentleman waa to be a leader of aocliety, equally at homae
in buainesa as on the dance floor. He was developad through

aducation. Thia aducstion "put learning last"™ for

52
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"“nowleadga" would accrue to the aan who haa tha “breading™

to make use of it, Education was to greoom the gantlemsan for
hisa eaxpactead role in mociety, Ha was the buain=sasman, the
landowner, the civil mervant. Thia rola carried with it a

graeat many responsibjlitiea, along with the multitude of

advantagaa the gentleman enjayved.

The curriculum was deaigned by lLocke to inetill the
character of A gentleman. Thia mainly conailated of right
habite formed aarly. Tha currliculum would ba Chriastian and
moral. The child would etudy the Catachlam and the Blble. Ha
would leatrn right from wrong as thoase precepta wara

defined by the society. The child was to b2 guided by
exampie inatead of tha rod. For all thta, the curriculum

waa utilitarian es it fit the man for the job.

The educator ldeally was a tutor who would inaure the young
gantlaman kept on the correct way, This tutsr would also

teach by example asa ha acted in loco parentia.

The education of the child waa to promcte a "lova of
learning and inguicy" that waa largely mimaing from thoase
men wha auffared through the public achoola. Locha asaw this=

love would lead to "lifelong lsarning.”

B. DISCUSS5I0ON

The followlng points fior diacusailon, aa proposed itn Chapter

I, will allow ua to ayatenatically examine Locke’a thoughta
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on the sducation of the gentry.

1. Aa atatad in the Some Thoughtsa concerning Educatjion, the

purpcae of education ia clesrly "a aocund mind in a socund
body.” Toward that and, LoCke recoamended sevaeral methods
of phyaical exertion to develop the body. He ahowa much
concern With maintanance of the bodily functiona. He warned
againat "cockering" the child,L[1] aven suggesting that the
lad*s ahoaea be conatructed so to allow hies feet to bacome
wet 1in tha rein, thereby producing a physical toughnass in

the boy.[2]

For the mind, he put “learning last"; inatead he wantad to
produce a man who would fit in the society as a leader.
Locke wished to make learning aomething to be enjoyad. Ha
forbade corporal puniehmant except in the extrema case of an
“"obatinate” youngster. Thua, we may aay Locke aaw education
as tha preparation of tha young gentleman for his place in

sociaty.

Banjamin Rand, in editing The Coarreapondence of John LocHsa

and Edward Clarke, commenta howi

Hims [Lockea’'al]l famous treatise on education originated
(in 1684)] in a serjes of letters addreased to Clarke
concarning the proper method of inestruction for hia
acn. [3]

Clarke’'a son, then about eight years old, waa the eldeat aon

and heir to Clarke’a not-Llnconeiderable eatate. Aa auch,

the boy would learn "thoae thingas taending towarda a
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Gentleman’a Calling.'"[4d] Locke’'as plan for the educatiocn of
this child of the gentry may ba aummed up by a atatament tn
a laetter from Locka to Clarke of July 19, 1684:
Mana_ sana in copore aana is a short but full
description of the moat deairable atate wa are capable
of Ln thia life. (5]
Laocke foreshadowed Ivan Paviov by 200 yveara in Locke'a
discuasion of behavorimstic paychology aa 1t pertaina to
laarning. Wa have no direct evidenca that Locka waa avar
diaciplined by the birch rod in his formative years, but his
later reaction to the brutality of the achoolmaataras and the
iearning by "“roat"” showed an extress averaion to both as
mnethods of learning. In the Easay concerning Human
Underatanding f.ocke showa the harm done by the “asacciation
of ldemasa'", whare one "idea" is=s deslrable: a.g., booka, and
the other le repugnant: a.g9., being forced, by brutal
methoda, ko study books in achool!
Many Children imputing the Pain they endured at School
te thelir Booke they were corrected for, so joyn these
Ideas together{(aic), that a Book becomas thsir
Avarmion, and they are never reconciled ta the atudy
and uea of them, .... (6]
LacHe callad this an "Agquired Antipathy,"[7] and warned
that auch connections muat be avolded in the education of
childran. So ha raepeatedly urged that corporal punishmant

be uaad only am a laat reaort. In Sgme Thoughta concerning

Education, LacHKe raascned:
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For Bmating, by conatant Obaervation, ia found to do
little good, whera the Smart of 1t is all the
Punishmant is faeared, or felf in it; for the influasnce
of that gquickly weara out, with tha memory of it, Yeat
thers isa onm, and but one Fault, for which, I think,
Children ahould ba beaten; and that ia, Obatinacy or
Rebellion. [The puniahment ahould be conducted sol ...
that tha ahame of tha Whipping, and not the Pain,
should be tha greateat part of the Punishment. Shame
of doing amiar, and deserving Chaatisement, 18 the only
true Reastraint belonging to Vartuoe. [8]

Locka was adamant that the chlld was not to be harahly

treatad, aa he atates alao:

If the Mind be curbed, and humbled too much in
Chiidren: 1f their Spiritse be abased and broken auch,
by too strict an Hand over them, they losa all thelir
Vigor and Indumtry, and are in a worme Stata than the
formar. For ... but dejected Hinda, timorcus and tame,
and low Spirits, ara hardly ever to be raisad, and very
gaaldom attain ko any thing.... [Tlo kaep up & Child'a
Splrit, ... and yet, at the mame time, to reatrain hias
from many things that are uneasy to him; ha, I aay,
that knowa how to reconclle these aceming
Contradictions, has, in ay Opinion, got the true Secret
of Education. (9]

S5till further, LocKe cautioned:

Baating them, and ell cther Sorte of alavish and
corperal Punishmentes, are not tha Diacipline fit to be
uaed In the Education of thoaa we would have wiase,
gqood, and ingaenucus HMen; and therefare very raraly to
be appllad, and that only in grast Cocaalona,, and
Camas of Extramity. {161}

Haverthaleas, Locke knaw that there were “"some so negligant

or Idle” that they will not be amended by the "gentlea Waya

propoaed.”[11} Locke advisad that one ahould “"maka no

Excuees for tha Obatinate."” He repaata the dictum that such

a8 child muat ba whipped. The child muat realize all the
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while that this ia baing done for his cwn good, and that tha
blowa are not those of “tha Fury of an anraged Enemsy'" -
rathar they are tha result from the “good will of a

companaionate Friend."[12Z]

Locke appearad at timea to be almoat disgusated with the
formal achools ams they then exiated for the imparting of
iearning. He "put Learning laat® in the liat of thinga
neceasary for the young gentleman, and callaed it "tha least

part ."”{13] He consildered:

What & to-do ia made about a little Latin and Greak,
how many yeare are aspent in tt, and what a nolese and
busineaa it makes to no purposa, I can hardly foreaebear
thinking, that the parenta of Children still ftive in
fear of the Schoolmaster’s Rod, which thaey look on as
the only Inatrument of Education; as a Language or two
to be itea whole Buaineas. How elae is 1t possible that
a GChild ahould ba chain’'d to the Qar, Seven, Eight, or
Ten of tha baat Years of his Life, to get a Language or
twa, which I think, might ba had at a great deal
cheaper rate of Paina and Time, and be learn’d almoet
in playing. (14]

Locke continues msemingly with a saanae of exsaperation at
tha Losanity of 1t all:
Forgive me therediora, if 1 say, I cannot with Patience
think, that a young Gentlesen should ba put into the

Hard, and b& driven with a Whip and Scourge, as if he
ware to run the Ganlet through the asvaral Clasaaea, ad

caplandum ingenli cultum,[15]
In Qf _the Coanduct_of the Understanding (written as an
addendum to the Easay but publishaed only poathumously in
17861, Locke raitarates that the “cure" for straggling minde

ia not "angry chiding or beating." Their wandering thoughtasa
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are brought back by:

Leading thea into tha path and going bafore them in the

train they should pursua, without any rebuke, or ao

auch as taking notice ... of their roving.({16]
2. Educaticon should ba for the young gentleman who would ba
the laaderm in busineas, government, and all other facets of
tha neceasary command of England. We have asen that Locke's
philosophy allowed almocat all men to banefit from education.
Yet, in the laat paragraph of Some Thoughta, Locke noted
that all people are different. He continuad, “"theare are
acarcaly two Children, whe can be conducted by exactly tha
aame mathod.” Further, he concluded that "a Prince, a

Hobleman, and an ordinary Gentjieman’s Son, ashould have

different waya of breading."

Although Some Thoughts is “"far from being a compleat
Treatise [on educationl,* he thought that the book could:
Cive some amall light to those, [who are soc holdl that
theay dare consult thelr own Reason, [(rathar thanl)] Qld
Custom,. [17]
Locke was leas clear on the place of the young gentlewoman
in hias achame of aducation. He confessed that he had not
givan the subject much thought, but allowed that the
"academic" part of the program could be the aame aa the
nale’a. As a girl belongad to the "aofter aex,"” Locke
recoamanded that the phymsical rigora be ameliorated for the
female child.[18) Locke made no atatementa (aa far as this

researcher knowa) about any place for the woman in aoclety
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except as A wife and mother. Locke wrota only a vary few
times on wducation of the "other sex"([19]. In one itnstance,
Locke anawared Mras Clarke’s raquest for gulidance on raiaing
her daughter.[(20] Locke apcologizad for hia tardineas in
anawering her lettara. He reassured har that, becausas of
hia affecticon for the "moftar sex', he wauld not recommend
that her daughter be educated with "any rougher usuaga than
only what [her genderl] requlrea.”[2]1)

Since therefora I acknowledge no diffarence of sex in

your(22] mind relating ... to truth, virtus and

cobedience, I think well to have no thing altered in it
from what ia (for the amaonl.[23]

He saw only "one or two thingas wheraof I think diatinet
conalderation im to be had" concerning girla. Ona is to
protect thelir "tender akina againat the buay aunbsans.”
Another difference is that the washing of girla’' feet in
cold water ma the boys’ are la to ba moderatad. & girl-a
bamshfulness can be& easad by her attending a public dancing
achool, hut she ahoulid not get too bold. “"I[Tloo much
ahamefacednesa better bacomes a girl than too much

confidenca ...."(24]

Locke clomed tha aubject «with the comment that he had not

thought wvery much about the education of girla:

Having more admired than conasidered youxr sax I may
perhaps ba out in thease mattera, which you muat pardan
ma, [25]

3. Locke atresaed the aaspect of eductian of the atudent as a
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human baing rather thanp a mers racaptacle for idmas of the
manteras [26]. Locke would appeal to the child aa a rational
baing. H& would thus uae Teamon and not force in education.
Example was praferrad to organized, masorized rules. Locke
would gilve garly attantion to the child‘a developing powara
of observation. He realized the core of aducatlion waa tha
inatitution of good habita. Every child waa an jindividyal

and had a "natural temper™ which the educator would dicover.

THE CURRICLLUH

The firat thirty sections of Soms Thoughts waa concetrnad
with the "mound mind in a acund body."” In the next one
hundred sectionsa, Locke gave hla ideas on "“"Tha General
mathod of Educating a ¥Young Gentlaman."[27)] Axtell
aummarizad thisa method as:

1. Showlng the efficacy of right habite formed early:

2. Uaing aatecen and disgrace to discipline children;

3. Setting good parental example ilnasteasd of rules:

4. Letting children ba children;

S. Recognizing the aelf-dafeating nature of excesaive
corporal puniehmant; and

6., Treating children as ilndividualsa.

Locke' s curriculum wams at once moral, Christjian, humaniastic
and utjilitarian. "This is the mark that diatingutshes the
Thoughtsa from the droaa of educational writinga in the
agvantesnth century.” The eaphamsis was not on “"brain

atuffing.” Instead, the amphasis waa '"transferred to the
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proceasg for the formation of character, [andl... habits ...

of mind and bBody."[28]

“Learning, aa with Raading and Writing,"” LocKe sau asa
naceasaary, "“"but yet not tha Chief Business."” Virtue and
wisdom would be valued by aoclaty more than graat
achalarship. He raltarated that Learping must be had, “"but
in the ascond placa, as submservient apnly to greater

gualitiea." [29])

Locke cautioned that the regiman of satudy ba not tos aevare:

Children should not have anything like Work, or
sarious, laid on them; neither thelir Minds nor Budias
will bear it. It injures their Haalthas....{38]
Aa he did concerning corporal punishment, Locke admonished
the parenta to gently handle the chiild’s paersonality:
1f the Mind be curbed, and humbled toc much in
Childran, 1f their Spirita be abased and broken much,
by too atrict an Hand ovar them, they loaa all their
Vigor and Induatry and are in a worse atate than the
formeyr.[31]
THE TUTOR
As tha public achool as then conatituted was anathema to
Locke, ha proposaed that the only fit teacher for the boy
should ba a tutor., Thia practice was net unusual, but prior
to Locke na one had laid down such atringent conditions for
the emplayment of a tuter. Locke gave apecific inatructions

concaerning the eelection of & tutor for the boy. Locke gave

the deacription aof thia ideal tutor who would necessarily
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act in loco parapntla ("thinking himaelf in the Fathear‘as

placea'"}!

In all tha whoie businesas of education, thare is
nothing lesas to be hearken'd to, or hardar to bea wall
ocbsarved than what I am now going to aay: and that ia,
that Children should [(laarn] from Discreat, Sober, nay,
Wiae Parson about, whose care it should be to fasahion
them aright, and to kaap them from 111, aspacially the
infaection of bad Company. I think thia provinca
raqulres great Sobriety, Temparence, Tenderneas,
Diligence, and Diacretion; Qualities hardly to ba found
unitaed in Persons, that are to be had for ordinary
salariea) nor eamily to ba found anywhere,,..[32]}

Later in the Thoughta, Locke had further concerna on the

raquirementa for the man who would guide and teach the boy,

The great Work of a Governour is to faahion tha
Carriage, and form tha Mind; to gattle in hia Pupil
good Habits, and tha Principlas of Vertue abd Wisdaom;
to giva him by little and little a Viaw of Mankind; and
work him into a love and imitation of what ia Excellent
and Praiseworthy; and in the Prosacution of it to give
him Vigour, Activity, and indumtry. The Studias which
he aeta himaslf upon, are but as it were the Exerciaana
of hia Facultiea, and Inplayment of hia Tima, to keap
him from Sauntaring and Idleneasn, to taeach him
Application and accuetom him to take Paina, and to give
him gsome little tamte of what his own Industry must
perfect....E£33]

Thuas, the tutor was to be the perfact teacher -- technically
competant, while possessaing the virtuee of patience,
kindneaa, and undersatanding and at "ordinary salariea.* The
curriculum waa to impart just thoae virtuasa, and wiliadom

beaidas.

4. Locke aaw all men aa born both rational and free. It

quickly became apparent that the raticnality of most men wvas
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overwhalmad by the low social condition in which thaae
parsonsa found theaselvea. The few who were deatined to the
purpla could ba educated to give full exercise to thelir
rationality. As for tha others, lLocka obaarved!:

No one ia undaer an obligation to know anything.

Knowladge and acienca in general ie the business only

of those who are at eage and leimure. (34]
411 man are pborn free in tha sanae of being subjact to no
law or ruler, The infant ia under no compulsasion, but has
the right to taKe a cholce of the lawa to which he will bind
himaelf. As thia beautiful! theory ims patently abseurd, Locke
gaeas a sort of de facto acceptance of the exiesting asituation
by tha individual. In a more practical [(“pragmatic?"]
eenae, lLocke aaw educatian for the gentleman as a neceasity

for the waell-being of tha nation -- freedom for the nation

and thoae paople in it who could benefit from freedom,

9. Education to LLacke wam a teaching aof childrean of the
gentry "how to learn.” The boy would subsegquently grow into
A man who would ba in control of himeself, hle aatate and his
country. Thia education ahould atart as acon as pomsible.
Locka warned tha parente "to thoae therefore that intend
ever to govern their Children, should begin it whilat they

are very_ littlea...."[35)

Although Locke put "learning laest,”™ he did apend the laet
esventy paragrapha of Some Thoughts advisaing what aubjecta

the young man be taught. A wide range of subjecta fronm
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reading to travel ahould be tha subjact of the youth'a
attentlons. Locke’se attentiona did not atop with the young.
In 1783, ha advimad a 35-year old gantleman on a regilmsen of
raading and atudy.(36]1] But thisa was not a plan for "baaic
education" at all, aince the gantleman had already acgquired

thaaa akills.,

&. The educated man would understand that he has baen glven
a charge by God. Thia reaponsalbility would Lnclude an
unswerving belief in hard work, & formal plety,., a sensaa of
the ordained corder in tha univeraa, and a mandate to live a

good Life.

If freedom conalata of acting as the mind directa, moral
educat.lon coneists of having the pupil follow reaaon.
Morality 1is not just & merles of habits but an sutlook. Thia
outlook 1a auch that one followa only those deairas Judged
to be right. Thia ocutlook ia formed by early training and
example. But with "too much®” training, the formation of =&
moral outlook ia Lmpoasible, for morality ia from within; it

is a desire to do right.

Properly carried out, educaticn meant progreas along the
pathwaysa of rseaason. Where rasson dwelt, morality could not
bhe far off. For Locke, wirtua meant that qumslity of mjind
which led ona to chooBe A couree of action dictated by
resmcn, even where inclination or deailre indicated another

choice. [37)
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We can agrea with Snook in hia ltiating:

a. Locke believad that what ia natural ia culturally
daterminad;

b. Man always chooaes plaasure and avolids pain;

<. Natural good ia plesaure. To aesaek the natural good is to
seelk the moral good (but Locke could not succaasfully draw
any dlatinctionas beatwaeen the “natural good” and the "moral
goadl*™:

d. Howaver, not all pleasurasa are marally gaood -- aonly thoae
which are connectead to action by the wilil of a lawvaaker;

€. Man ought {(marally} to maehk thosa plaasures which reason

talla him are mcre satinfying. [35]

Wa can summarize Locka:

a. Pleasure and paln are the cnly compelling motivea;

b. Therefore, children are trained by reward and punishment
{pleasure and painl;

c. Thies maanes in treaining chilidren we reinforce the

already-atrong pleasure principle.

d. The child muat find pleaaure in virtue. So, the child
sesHd pleasaure put values virtue rather than pleasure. He

findas virtuoua acta laad to eateem which brings with it

other pleasaaurea.
LocHe saw that:

Which every Gantleman ... desires far his Son ... ia
containad ... in thase four thinga VYertue, Wiadom,
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Byaading, and Lmarning.... I place Vaertue as the firat
and most nacesaary of thess Endowmenta, ..., as
abaolutely requisite to make him valued and belavad by
othera, accaptable and tolerable Tie Vartus than,
direct Vertue, which ia tha hard and valuable part to
ba aimnad at in Education....({39)

Locka emphasized:

The great Principle and Foundation of all Vertue and
Worth, Lea ..., That a Man ia able to deny himaalf
(Locka’'as emphasisal hiasa own desires ... and purely
follow what Raeason directe aas best ....{480]

Thisa was to be dona although "the Appeatite lean the other

wWAY....141} To Locke:

Vertuya [ia]l the Knowledge of a Man’'s ODuty, and the
Satiafaction 1t is to obey hia Maker, in following the
dictates of that Light God has given him ....[44]

Snook seea three corollariea of Locke s baliefs on

morality.

a. There ahould be but few rules which repreasent the will of

the lawmaker ramembering that:

1. fregquent puniahment for breaking theae rulea losas its

effact, and

2. tranagreasaions that go unpunished laad to loas of

raspect for tha lawmahket, [42]

The child muat legarn to love the law:; he muat know the lLaw

[what]l] and the will of the lawmaker (whvl.
b. Children muat learn to love reaascon by being treated

reaaoconably.
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. Corporal punishment, in ltsalf, 1a bad as it provides no

moral motlives,
But Snock ases two problams with Locke’'sa thaoriea.

a. Locke’'s ideas for "“generallzed reward/puniahment" -
(i.2e., not for a apecific desd or msiadaed?} aay confuae the
child.
b. Punilshment has two senaea:

1. Legal/moral - this ia pain imposed for doling wvoluntary
actionas which contravana a law.

2. Paychological - this le to tamach a child a rule or

law.

Snook did not elaborate on thia theme, but In this
reacarcher’'a opinicon, hea ia correct. In tha esducation of
the gentry, it is evident that the majority of punishmant
any errant child received was “"paychological.'™ This
reinforcaa the premiae that rulea for the <child were faw but

thosa few were Lo ba followed,

It appaara that Locke thought that without early training
any reasonad morality waa ilmpoesible. Although GCod had made
lawa for man to follow, those laws ware not inborn in the
child’a mind; thua the child would have to learn the rulesa
and learn to obey them. Likewlise, too much or too msavera
trajining was aa bad aa too little or toc lanient. A& the
child learna, there La soma polnt whare the lesrnar muast

take on reaponatbility for hia own actions!
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Evary man muat at aome Time or Other be truated to
himmelf and hia own conduct; and he that is a good, a
virtuous and able man, must ba made ao within. [43]
Locke in the Essay gave thre= lawa that governed man. There
La A& Divine Law “"promulgatad by Light of Nature or Voice of
Ravelation." Locke emphatically atated that thia [aw is
"the only Touchatone of Moral Rectitude."” There® are aleaso
the "Civil Law" and the “Law af Opiniocn or Reputation.®
The Civil Law protecta the individual but alsc punishes
him 1f he disobeys its atatutes. The Law of Oplinion or
Reputation ia those cumtoms that vary among countries.
If virtue and vice are in themselves right and wrong
then they conform to the Divina Law. But cuatom
dictateas that an action may be blemeful in one country
while praiased in another. [44]
Locka aummarirzes thesa laws as!
1) The Law of God,

23 The Law of Polltick Soclietiena, and

3) The Law of Faahion, or private Cenaure.

These thresa aata of rules ara the basis for moral good and
evil. HMHorality ia the relation of actiona to theae

rulea.[43]

7. Locka’a ideas for education of the gentry were to provide
the gentleman with tha shills necessary for the leader 1in
qovarnment, commerce, and the neceaaary parta of running the
seociety. The aim waa aleo to make the gentleman intks a man
who would be amenabla to further learning. LockKe’a

liberally educatad gentleman, ae with Locke himseli, could
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fit amoothly and compatently into almost any niche of the

sociaty, [except perhapa the ecclasiaatical hairachyl],

C. CONCLUSION

Locke formed hia philoaocphy on hia concept of fraasdomn and
rationality. From these bases he saw the boy forming a
morality through learning virtue. & £irm, but kind, tutor
would keap the lad on the right path. Thia pathway would
lead the boy intoc a manhood of sarvice to the natlion. Along
with thia responmibllity to hia nation, hia family, and God,
he would have the "breeding™ to anjoy the life for which God

had deatined him.



CHAPTER LV

LUCKE S IDEAS OF EDUCATION FOR THE POOR

A INTRODUCTION

In thia Chapter wa will diacuss the gueation raiaed in
Chapter I concernlng Locke'a ideaa for the aducatlon of the
pocor. We will aee that Lacke’'s ideas for the poor were
saemingly not consonant with his philosaophy of aducation aa

outlined in Some Thoughts concerning Education.

MH.G. Joneas fajirly aume up the prevailing popular attjitudean
toward the poor during the latter half of the sevantaanth

century as she writea that:

there waa no concaption of popular educatlon a= the
foundation of a common citizenahlp and little belief in

it aa a panacea for the ills’ aof scciety. Itk wase
saintained that the two socurces of sccial evil - aloth
and debauchery - would diaappear Lf the children of

the pococr Ccould be trained to industry and decency.(ll]

One can aummsrize tha attitudes of the “thinking minority"
of Engliahmen toward the poor during thia time thualy!:

1. The poor were placed in thelr "atation™ in life by God.
tThey "will always ke with ua,” and mo to attempt to raise
everyong out of poverty may bordar on aacrilage).

2. The "debauchery and slaoth” of the poor undoubtedly waa
hereditary {aince the children of the poor acted ams thalr

paraente, did they noti?>(2]).

70
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3. An mducated proletariat could ba dangerous to the
aocial aordar. (If thay were teaught "haow to think,” might
they not think that the current social order in England was
unisiri?

4, Aa men, whatevar alae tﬁey might ba, the poor had
souia, which might ba saved, ¢I[f tha adults ware beyond
radamption, then at least the children could be brought to
the light),

S. Any "educational” movement that might be undertaken for
the poor would not teach them “"how to think" (the Lockean
ideal}: rather, it would takae the form of aomea asort of

treining Lln handicrafts to mahe the poor melf-sufficlent,

In aeeming contradiction ko the care with which Locke
attended the education of the "better pevpla, Locke Aaw

the warHing people fit only, at bast, to ba trained in soma
agai-ekilled trade. Locka msaw the poor masacsa asa "the
untamed baast,'" “the vulgar," tha *“'Herd," the "rabble."{3]
Loche, the Chriatien, Knaw well the command in Saint Paul’a
Second [Letter to the Theaaalonians (3.18b:, "(Thisl wa

R TR A L e ey e —_—_——,———— e —_———=

command ¥ou, that if any would not work, nelther should he

aat.” Any "aturdy beggara" must perforce be made to work:
to work, they muat be trained - not, in any sense, to becoms
“squala" of the "propertied clasa" - but teo becomne, ii

"geducated” propetrly, leas of a burden on the government and
taxpayars. [4] Locke saw little other real hope for the

"countryman':
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A middle-aged ploughman will scarce aver be brought to
the carriage and language of a gentlaeaman, though his
body b# as wall-proportioned and his joints am suppla
and his natural parta [abilitieal not any way
inferior. (5]
Asa noted, the mssacra had littkle or no acceasa to thome things
"that made a gentleman™:
Notwithatanding the good intentionsa of the foundara
[that the Achcola be "frea’ to alll the grammar achools
wera closed to children whose familiea could hardly
walt for the time whan they t(tha childrenl]l would bring
additionsal financial ssajetance by their labora or
relief by thelr departures into apprenticeships....[6]
The deaperately poor, illiterata adult ar child had little
recourae but to “"go on the dole'" or bacome a beggar. Locke’'s
plan for the esducation of the poor tacltly acknowladged thae
impoanaibility of attempting a “clasaslc” education for these
wretchaa. He asaw that only a acheme to Ltrain the poor to a

trade and to a memi-literacy would ba politically and

practically acceptable to the nation.

B. LOCKE‘S WIEW OF THE POOR AND QF SLAVERY

i e e e e e N

Laocke apalyzed the ralationahip of the rich and the poor in

the Firat of the Two raatisea of Government a4s actually &
corpact bhetwaen two conganting parties. He rightly notes
that, 1f the aituation ariaeas, the poor man will readily
agree to be the rich man‘a aservant:

Tha Authority of the Rich Proprietor, and the

aubjection of the Needy Beggar bagsan not from thea
Poanaesaaion of the Lord, but the Conasent of the poar
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Han, who prefarr’'d belng his aubject to atarving
iii.[?]

One can sew that this ia an agréesmant more-or-lesa frealy

drawn, and not an invitation to alavery intao which no man

can place himaelf,

l.ocke had praceded thiles atateament of raality with tha
aomevhat confuslngly-wordad asmsurance that the Beggar La

navertheleaa "“antitul “d* to the Rich Man‘a largease:

But we Hnpow that God hath net left one Man to tha Hercy
of another, that he may atarve him saa ha pleasa, ...
but that ha [(the Rich Man{?)! hasa givan hia nesdy
Brother[?] & Right to the Surplumssage of his Goodsa; =so
that (it cannot justly be denied him, when his pre=maing
Wanta call for LE. And therefore no HMan could aver
have a juat Power ovar the Life of anothear, by Right of
praoparty in Land or Possasslona; aince “twould always
b2 a Sin in any Man of Estate,, to lat hla Brothar
periah for want of affording him Relief out of hia
Planty. (8}

Thia lang gqucte showa Locke’a apparently genuine concarn for
his "poor Brother." Conaiatently Locke diaplayed compasaion

for the unfortunate: it wae guite a differant story with the

able-bodied unemployed,

Locke concludes thisn paragraph with the admonltion {alluded
to above) that the Rich cannot make the Poor as alavea

acolely due to the Poor’a naceaaslty:

«a. Charity glves every Han £ Title to sc much out of
anothar’'a Plenty, asa will keap him from extream Want,
whare he has no means to aubaeisat stherwise:; and a Man
can no mote Jjuatly make vra of snother’'as Necesslty, to
forca him to becaome his Vassal, by withholding that
Relief, God raquires him to efford the wanta of hia
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ri

than he has more Strength can saize upon a

waaker, mastar him to hia Obedience, and with a Daggar
at hisa Throat offer him Death or Slavary. (91

Aa with almoat

all of the axcaptiona to hias philomsophy that

e aaw in the society, ha attempted to juatify slavary. Hea

begine by reastating that:

The Natural Libarty of Man ia to be free from any
Suparior Power on Earth. ... The Liberty of Han, in

Soclety,

ia to be under no other Legislativea Power, but

that eatablshed, by conaent, in the Common-wealth, nor

under the

Dominion of any Will, or raatraint of any

[.Law, but what the Laegialature ahall enact ....[180]

Locke then gaoea on to define Liberty and Freedom & bit more

closely:

Freedos t
what he 1
tyed by a
ia, to ha

hen 1a not ... A Liberty for avery one to do
ista, to live am he pleaass, and not to be

ny Lawa! But Fraeedom of Men under Government
ve n standing rule to live by ....[11]

50 far, 8o good. Locke has stated that man ia naturally

frae, but thie
i1a tn aurvive,
argus wikth the

his relentleaa

-+ No ho

freadom musat De tempered. A Rociety, if 1t
must have order. It would be difficult to
rassoning to this point. But Locke continuea

logic:

dy can g9give more Power than he haa himselif;

and he that cannct take away hia own Life, cannot give
another power over tt. Indaed, having, by hina fault,

forfeited
Death;: ha

his own life, by aome Act that demerves
to whom he haa forfeitad it, may (when he haa

him in hisa Powar) delay to take it, and make uma of him

to hia aw
[injustic

of his Slavery out-weigh the valuae of hise Life,

hia Power
cn himae]

n Service, and he doaa him no tnjury
e] by it. For, whenever he findas the hardahip
“tim in

» by rasisting the Will of hlie Master, Lo draw
f the Desath he desitrea.[12]
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Locke than notea! “Thia ia the parfact condition of
Slavery,; which ia pothing elae, but the Stata of War
continued, betwean a lawful Conguaror, and a Captive",[13]
It may agem difficnlt for aone to see how thia dafinition
would juetify slavery of innocent people taken by alavers.
Lanlatt had the aam&a quary, and appends an intereating nota

to thia paragraph:

[Thaeana atatementsal may asaem unneceasary and
inconmsistent with hie principlaea, but it muat be
remambaraed that he writes as the adminiatrator of
miave-holding ceolonies in America. As haa baen pointad
out by Lesiie Stephen [(the Fundamental Constitutions of
Carolina ... provide that evary freaman "ahall have
absoclute power and authority aver hia negrao alaveas....l
The inatructions to Governor Nicholaon of Virginia,
which Locke did ao much to draft in 1698, ..., ragard
negro slavan AS JUSTIFIABLY ENSLAVED BECAUSE THEY WERE
CAPTIVES TAKEN IN A JUST WAR, WHO HAD FORFEITED THEIR
LIVES 'BY SOME ACT THAT DESERVES DEATH’ [ay
emphaaial.... Locke aeeas matiesflad that the foraya
of the Royal Afrlca Company were just wara of ths aort,
and that the negroes captured had commlittad much
acta.[14]

Later in the Second Treatiss, Locke apaaka agailn of the

alave, who, being property, can own no property, and ia not

even a membar of the soclety for which ha toila:

But there ia another sort of Servante, which by a
peculiar Name we call Slavee, who being Captivea taken
in a just War, are hy the Right of Nature subjectad to
tha Abasocolute Dominion and Arbitrary Powar of thelr
Maatara. Theme Man having, as I asay, forfeited their
lives, and with 1t their Libertiesa, and loast their
Eatates; and bhaing in the Stata of Slavery, not capabla
of any property, cannot in that atate be considared as
any part of Civil Soclety; the chief{ end whereof ia the
preservation of Property.[15]

Aa has bean aean, Loche formally presented hie beliefa in
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The Esmsay concerning Human Understanding. In thia Essay, in

a discussiton of why men '"fall into error,'" Locke makes thea

following commants about why the common man muat be "led" to

the "truth':

And thua men want Proafa, who hava not tha Conveniance,
ay Jpportunitiaa to maka Experisants and Obsarvations
thansalves ... And in this State are the greatest part
of Mankind, who are given up to Labour, and enslavad to
the Naceslty aof their mean Condition; whoae Lives are
worn out, oniy 1in the Provisiona for living. These
Men’a Opportunities of Knowledge and Enquiry, are
commonly as narrow as their Fortuna; and their
Understandlnga are but little , when all thelr whole
Time and FPainm (A (aic} laid out, to estill the Croaking
of thely own Beiliea, or the Crias of thair
Children.{16]

Locke continuea in hia eatimation of the laot of the

CORRON mAan:

‘Tia not to be expected, that a Man, who drudgea on,
8411 his life, Ln a laborioua Trade, should be more
knowing in the varliety of Things done in the World,
than a pack-horse, who 1ls driven conatantly forwarda
and backwarda, in a narrow Lane, and dirty Road, only
to Market, ahould be akillad Lin the Gacgraphy of the
Country. Nor La 1t at all more poasibhle, that he who
wanta Lejaure, Booka, and Languagasa, and the
Opportunity of Conversing with variety of Men, [to be
able to atudy the proofe of truth and knowladge).{17)

Locke purauad thlas line of reasoning in hia Ressonableness

f Christiantty. Here he waa, of course, talking about

tha commen man’'s scceptanca of rellgion on faith, rather

than

sure knowledge, but hia thoughta can bs aeen as

inetructiva to furthear clarify how he falt about the

“rationality'" of this aort of people.[18]
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The greatest part of mankind want lsilasure or capacity
for deamonatraticn: nor can carry a train of proofms,
which in that way thay muat alwaya dapand upon for
gconviction, and cannot be restrained to aasent to,
until they mae the damonstration. Wherever they atick,
tha tesachars are always put upon proof, and musat clear
tha doubt by a thread of coharent deductions from the
firmt principle, how long, or how intricate agaver they
be. Aa you may ag soon hope to have all the day
labourers and tradeasman, the apinatera and deirymaida
perfect mathematiciana, as to have them perfact in
athica thia way. Hearing plain commands ia tha aure
and only couraa to bring them into obadiance and
practice, The greateat pert cannot know and tharefore
thay must bealiava [emphamia added) . [19)

Locka faults the culture and the atation of the poor man in
life that diagqualified him from the abllity to reason. He
repeats the dictum that ell work and no play doea indead

make Jack a dul) boy.

The greateat part of mankind have not tha leisure for
learning and logic, and superfina diatinctiona of the
achoole. Where the hand is uaed to the plough and tha
apade, the head ia seldom elevatad to sublima notions,
or exerclaad in myaterious reascnihg. It ia well if
men of that rank (to_ssy nothing of the aother aex
fenphasis addedl) [28) can comprehend simple
propositiona .... Go beyond thia, and you amaze the
greater part of mankind; and may as wall talk Arabilic to
a poor day-labourer, as the noticna and language that
tha books and disputes of religion are filled with
... [21]

In any caase, one will agras with Wood!:

«++.far all hia [Locka’'s] high regard for ‘Labour’ 1n
the abatract, Locke believed that the labouring
ma jority wera definitaely a breed apart.[2Z]

The arrangements advocated In Lockes Proposal waas by no

meana original with him. There had been a great many

pamphleta written aince tha time of the Civil War on the
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preaming problama caumed by the literally hundreds of
thousanda of unamployed poor. Jamas noteas that to writers
auch as Seaauw)] Hartlib and Peter Chambearlan (1649-1651), tha
poor reliaf could no longar be a aimple dola from the church
or parish. Theaa men enviaioned an organizaticen that would
taach the poaor man a skKill ac he could shift for himeelf --

a "aalf-help" practica for the naaedy poor.[23)

Hartlib wantaed te set up a plan whereby children would be
taught apinning and other handicrafts. Men would be
emplaoyed in a workhouse under aupervialon. Racalcitrant
vagabanda would ba placed at hard labor and "hard lodging”
untll they reformed. Jamea racounta that in a 1658 pamphlet
Hartlib suggeated that unauthorirzed beggara ba put in the
atoramentionad Houme of Correction or be sent to the gellays

or plantationa. [24]

Apparently Hartlib did not conaider that social change
cauaed most of the unemploymant. A rare pamphleteer, a T.
Laurence, recognized thisa as well as tha futllity af
dead-end joba. Chamberlen proposed the farming of the poor
into a joint-atock company for wool-related manufactures. He
was ane of the very, very few who did not accept tha bellef
that both the rich and poor ware '"called"” to thelr statlons

in life by divinea ordinance.

All theaea writera agread on one thing -- the “ochatinate,

ungodly poor" deaerved nothing but the woret. Ona pamphlat
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writer, ideantified only aa "S.T." mandated atarvation aa the
aolution to thie problenm, Lockhe naver want that far;: in

fact, he would fine any parish that let eny peraon die "for

want of due rellef.'"[25]

In any event, ams Jamea summarizea the effactasa of theas

writers on the governmant:

[Flaw Commonwaalth writara gcould flattar themaslveas
that they had exercimed much direct or immaediate
influence. But certaln broad trenda of opinion in
their writings were clearly refilactad in national and
municipal policy. On grounda of humanity and
commercial asxpediancy men should be set to work,
grounds of morality and aAelf-defencea vagrants and

beqgara ahould he aternly repreased. [26])

and on

Locke read these and many other writera on the problam of

the cantrol of the poor. Aa will be aeen below, many of the

ideans from the Commonwealth writera and others weare

incorporated into Locka'a Proposal.

Fox Bourne {writing in the mlddle 1878'a} pralaed Locke's

planning for the poor achoola. For exeamplas, Fox Bourne

writea that during the firat year of the time allotted for

the Board ot Trade and Plaptationa to atudy the aituation of

the peoor, Locke apent mosat of his ELime:

+v:collacting and receiving evidence from a foaw
philathropiate.... The evidence showed tha wvariocua
good-heartad man in dilfferent partas of the country ware
endeavouring to assist eome of the paupara in their own

diatricte by starting factoriea....[27}]

Fox Bourne subseguently commenta on Loche’a final plan



ac

for tha seriea of achool/workhousea for the poor:

Whatever ws may think of the theory, it muat certainly
be asdmittad that he ahowsad amazing ashrewdness and
axcallent philanthrapy in hia worHuing out of the
detalla..,..[28]
Wabb and Wabb, on tha other hand, writing in the late
1920'a, mre veary critical of Fox Bourne’'s concept of

"eucellent philanthropy.” They are lLikewiasa vary critical

0of Locke's Asemingly hcatile attitude toward the poor.i29]

C. LOCKE’'S PLAN FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE POOR

The Plan that hasa drawn such diverse reactions over the
centurias was uncomplicated -- enforce the exiating Poor
Laws and train the unemployed Bso thaey couid f£find work and

cease hbeing a burden on asociety.

In July, 1697, sach Commissioner of Trade(38] waa ashad to
drawv up 8 plan far the reform of the Poor Law. On October
19, 1697, Locke presented a typically comprehenaivae pian to
the cthar Commimaicners. Locke clearly outlined hia beliefs
as to the cause of pauperiam and to ite posalble cure. Ha
bagan tha document [(31] by hia obmarvation that the causea
of the "multiplying of the poor, end the increase of tha tax
for their maintenanca'"[32] waa not lack of avallable work or
other ahortages. The cause could ba:

Nothing elae but the relaxation of diacipline and tha

corruption of mannere; virtue and industry being am
conatankt companlions on one side and vice and idlenesa
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on the other*. [33]

Aas A firat atep, even bafore training could be triad, was
thea "reatraint of debauchery" by tha enfarcesent of axiating
laws and by the “aupreasion of unnacessary(sic)
alehouaaa."[34] He then conceded that there are many poor
who are unabla to help thamaslves, In the long tradition of
Engli=h charity, these paople are providad far with no
restrictions. It ia thea large group of tha poor who
"pretend they cannot get work and =o live by beqgging or

woree' that are the targets of Loche’s wrath.

He cited thea fact that there are alraady on tha booka:

good and wholaaome lawa for the suppreaailon of ...
begging dyonaa, who live unnecesaarily upon other
peopla‘a laboura ....[335)
Ha castigated thas "oversears of the poor™ and the
"churchwardens'" who had been given the reaponseibility of
controlling the poor by the Poor Law from the time of
Elizabath. It 1a at this point that he propoased & new iLaw,

iAn annctated version of this Plan ia included aa Appendiw B

of thia thealal.

Locke gave very detalled instructions mllowing the
authorlities to aalze and impraaa male baggaras betwWwaan
fourteen and fifty yeara of age, Thay would then aarve on a
naval vesaal for three yeara. MHale beggars who wara not

able-bodied or ware over fifty yeara of age were tao be aant
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to the neareat houvae of correction for thrae ysara.[36] Tha
maanteara of the housea of correction would bhe motivated to
keaepr the dronsa at wark by allowing the masters to keep

whataevar profit the correctesa would produce. (37]

loche firmly hald to the notion that the pauper required
only aome ancouragement to aae the errer aof hisa waya and
become a productiva samber of mociaty. Locke would reaguira
the Jjuastices of the peaca ta rule whather any person in the
houae of correction ramalnas "stubborn and not at all mendad
by the diacipline of tha place.” If sauch racalcitrance ware
found, the unfortunate would be orderad:
A longer etay thare and severer diaciplina, that so
nabody may be diamiseed till ha has gliven manifeat
proof of amendment, tha end for which he wasa sant
thither.(38]
A person, undar the old law, could not laave hissher pariaeh,
aa aach parish had the time-worn responaibility of
miniatering to Lta own. At this time, a pauper had to hava
Aa paaa tsauad by the autharities in her/hia homna parish to
travel away from home. Locke would maka penaltiea for the
forging of passan mevere., The first offenae would result Ln
the lcams of both aara and the aecond an infinitely worsee
fate -- tranaportation to Virginla or one of the other

coloniem. [39]

A woman over fourtean yeara old would aimply be taken back

to har pariah where ahe would be ragquired to pay the coat of
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har transport to thare. For the ascond offeanaas, the woman
is to ba sant to the houme of correction, but for only threa

monthe, and then aant back to har pariah. [48]

With the problem of unauthorized adult beggara disposed of,

Locke turned to the probleam of children bagging "out of

their pariahaa':
That, 1if any boy or girl, undaer {feourteen yaara of age,
shall be found begging out of the parlah whare they
dwell {iLf within five milea’ diatance of the said
pariah), theay ahall ba saent to the next working achool,
there to be SOUNDLY WHIPPED (emphaasis addad]l and kept at
work until eavening, ac that they may be disaizsasd time
anough to get to their place of abode that night. 0Or,
if thay live further than five milaan off from tha place
where they arse taken begging, that they ba aent to the
hext houme of correction, there to raemasin at work six

waakas and ao much longer ama till the naxt sssaions
after the end of the aald aix weaks. (411

Thia paragraph is a curious mixture of compassion and
calculated anger at the child. In Some Thouyghta concsraoing
Education, Locke had aaid *"But yet tharae ia one, and but one
Fault, for which, I think, Children ahould ba baaten; and
that ia, Obstinacy or Rebellion.*142) Stilil, it seems that
Locke may be conaiatent in hia thinking. The child isa being
goundly whippad for aeaming rebellion againat tha

soclety. The day of work ie not a further puniahment:
rathar, it seema (to Locke? to be A device to help inetill a
“work ethic” 1n the chiid. Butf., compasalon ta shown in that
Locke wouid releaae the child before dark to allow her/him
safe paasage homa. If thea child is more than five aileas

from the home parish, Locka saw a aix—-waak atay 1in the
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house of corractiona Lia in order. MNote here that the
five-mile limit in mll-important! leas, and one day in
working achool - mnorea, and at lsast aix weaka in priaon.
[There may be a queatlian in some minds if a priascn Is the
appropriate place for, aay, a4 tan-year-old girl who haa
committed the heinous crime of being poor and being flve and
one-half mileas from homael. This was not a moral problem for
Locka, the great humaniat philosopher who never lat aare
humanity interfere with his pragmatiam. The society coaaa
firat, and those who discbey ita ruies must be converted or

diapocaed of.

Locke, Aaa the good buasineassan he was, eatimatad that the
108,288 poor in England could earn 130,008F per year 1f each
aarned only a panny a day. [43) With thia lure af riches to
the Kingdoam aat out, Locke than atated his theory for the
rellef of the poor.[44] It ia eaay to agraae with him in
this inatanca for hia obhject i1a surely corract; the rub
camea at the methoda he propoased to arrive at this
commendable goal: "The kLrue and proper relief of the

poor ... conaista in finding work for them, and taking care

that thay do not live like drones upon the labour of othara

Paragrapha 43 through 54 aliow Locke to propoae in
excruciating detall the organization of the poor law
comeiasionera, atc,., in the corporationa. In paragraph

55 he relteratesa that the guardianas of the poor "have thea
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power of asetting up and ordaring working achoola' for the
three- to fourtesan-year olds who will be forcad to attend
“aa long aa they continus unemployed in some other aettlad

BArvic& ...«

LLocke then uaesa tha last sevaral paragrapha (55-66) laying
out more adminiatrative dutiea and controla for the
guardiana. Characteristcally, he particularly 1a conciae in
hia directiona on the control of the money and goada

involved in the working-achools achema. [45]

Thus was Locke’s plan for the eatabliahment of working

achoola for poor children and adultas.

Maaon concludea!l

It ia not difficult to come to the coanclusion that
Locke'a propoaala wara fundamentally a consenaus of
{aavarall] ather achemes -- what in fact one might
expect from a government commiaaion of non-apecialiate
collecting information and advice from expariencad
persona and then formulatinf a plan. Locka’sa propoaala
fulfilled the requiremanta, explicit and 1lmplicit of
the [King William‘al directive. It wag A severe schame
Lo alleviate a glagantic burden. ... (46]

A "“aevere achame', lndaed. Locka, the adminiatratar, rather
than Locke, the "educationist", ia avident in the propoaal.

But, as tha administrator, Locke did meek to provide an:

Inexpenaive form of protection for an underpriveleged
aection of the community, which asaimultanecualy would
contribute to the Wwall-heitng of the child and aof the

nation.[47]
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Lacke preaanted a draft of his plan to his fellow
Commimssioneras on Septembar 28, 1696. Tha Commissionars
reached no daecision at that time, and Locke aubmitted hia
achema twilce more in Octobar, but it wams again daferred.
After all the deljberationa of the Board an Lockea’s and

other proposala, all the plana ware diacarded by the Lords

Juatices,.

Sa, Locke'a elaborate achema wasa not pasaed into law by tha
FParliament. Locke later bypasssed hia fallow Coamimssionars
and the Lordse Juaticems and asked hle friand, Edward Clarke,

who waas a membaer of Farlliament, to uase 1t:

ers I writ aome time ailnce to Mr. FPoppleid8]l to give
vou a copy of sy project about tha better relief and
enployment of the poor aince our Board thought not fit
to make uae of {it, that now thea House wasa upon that
conalidaration you mlght make use aof it, [(if] it ahould
suggeat to you anything that you might think useful in
the caae, It ia a matter that ragulraes every
Englisahman’a best thoughts: for there is not any one
thing that I know upon the right regulation whereof the
proaperity of hia country more depends. And whilat I
have any breath left I shall slways ba an Engliashman
- L

Clarke answered quickly with a half-paragraph of

acknowledgemant of recelipt of the plan but made no

comaltmanta:

-+. Mr. Poppla hath obliged me with a copy of your
paper touching on the poor, and I ahall make the beat
use I can of it, whenaver I can find ingenuity, honeaty
and industry enough to maHe a proper law for the
putting 1t in axacutiocon ....[38l]

Nathing aver came of thia promise.
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Cranaton called Locka'a plan "'thia appalling document.,'"[S1]
Though by no mwana an apalogiat for Loche (in fact, much tha
apposite?, Cranaton wrote, “It is only fair to add ... the
taatimony of Lady Masham [(Damaris Cudworth in whosé house
Locke lived 14 yeaaral on the.aubjnct of Locka’'as mathoda of
charity;
He waa naturally compasmionate and axcaadingly
charlitabie to those Ln want. But hia charity was
slways directed to encourage working, laborious,
industrious people, and not ta relieve idia beggarms....
Locke callad auch beggara ‘robbera of the poor’ who werw
taking away from those who deserved helplmny emphasial, Lady
Masham sajid that Locke aleso inquired whether the neady
person [hot tha beggar] had “duly attendad the public
worship of Goed 1n any congragation whatever?™ For tha
lnfirs or thecee too old to work “he waas very bhountiful to.”
He wantad the deserving poor to receive enoudgh relief to be
able teo live comfotrably, na to be kept on tha edge of

extreaa miaary.[(52]

Lady Hasham painta a picturea of Locke thet seema to be borne
aout Lln his writings -- he was generous to the poor, but the
poor had bto daserve hia largease through being induatrious
and church-attendeesa, idle beggare who neither worked nor

attended church drew his uncompromising ire.

E. DISCUSSION QOF LOCKE'S PLAN
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Wa have maeen how Locka recommended the poor bae glven a trade
and some small amount of litaricy to lat them be abla to
contribute to society. The aim wams not to produce a acholer
or a soclietal leadar: it was alaply to make tha poor perason
ieas of a burdan on scciety than he wam, There was nothing

an tha cultivation of “"braading”™ in thia man,

If Lt be agresed by tha scciety that the poor ahould be
aducated, which of the poor ahould be aducatedT The
training evisioned by Locka w88 not for the "poor"', per as,
but for the unemployed poor {(boya, girle, and adulta) who
were a draln on tha revenuas and a threat to the order af

the aociety.

Loche propoaed a series 0f "“"weorkhouse/aschoola' where the
poor would b taught a trade -- apinning, knitting, and
other akills saaociated with the wooilen trade. Children
(from three to l4 vaars of age?) and adulte would be trained.
Further, children and illitarate adulta would be taught
rudimentary arithmetic and raading, aa well as the

catachliam.

The course of atudy waas aimply to teach the paor child (or
adult) a trade Ao that he may become a uvaefui member of
aoclety. Locke alas saw the need to taach gsome litaracy and
the Catechiam, The "educator™ (iLf ha may properly ba called
that) wae the master of the miLll, shop, heone, or ahip In

which the poor child (or adult) was placed. There waa no
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call for treating the poor paracn a3 an individual or ams a

fmllow human baing,

Tha poor classen were magen as ‘un-ratianal”., Although Locke
sa« all men aa being born with a (latent? rationality, the
poor had nelther the time nor the wherewlthal to develop
that potentiasl. The freaedom with which every man ia born ia
alao aubordinated for the poor man. His atruggla for bare

aubaiatance negatea any freedom that he may have.

Thare waa no notion aof a "learning how to learn', {(axcept
the notion of industry and thrift);: tha emphasis waa solealy
an tha rudiments of survival: work for subsistanca of the
body and the catechiam for the soul. The poor child {(or
adult} would be taught "right" from "wrong'. The pedagoglc
proceas would be reinforced with whipping, branding, loas of
ears, prison, or deportaticon, Lf necaassary. MNandatory
church attendance on Sunday would reinforce the lessona of

thrift and induatry learned the previoua asix days.

The tralming the poor would receive would allow him to pay
hia own way in aococliety. He owned no land and would acarcely
be axpected to participate in any of tha governmental or
buainesa undertakingsa of tha gentleman. It was only
necessgary that he have a aamli-akilled trade to supply the
aconaomay with cheap and plentiful iahor. An additional major
baneflt to the sociaty would be that the poor worker would

nat be a drain on the community, evan 1f he contributed
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little to 1t.
Locke would admit girls to the realitiesa of the work-achool.
He hed shown no genaral plan for the daughtera of the
gentry, but he specifically made proviaion for the girla and

woman ai the poor to ba employeaed.

We have seen that Locka and his forerunnersa cbaervad clearly
the vary real problam of the demtitute poor. They aaw leasa
cleaarly the zausas of such poverty. Yet, the asolution, in
thaory, wap aaund. Educate the poor, not to be gentlaman,
but %o be able to support thamaslves, thareby poaing lesas of

a threat to the soclety and thelr 2wn soulsa.

It meemn ko feollow that, in case of the poor, Locka 1is
fairly conaletent in hia philosophy! [almoet] all men are
“ratlional"™; a few have the opportunity toc devalop thia
“"rationality": moat do not. The many that are then leasn
than fully “ratlonal" muat be controlled by the few who are

for the good of the whole society.

i, The Purposa for the education of the poor was to produce

employable peraons.

Locke percalved there ware several aevera probléeme with bLhe

exiatanca of magsea of unemployed poor in England!

-- The fear that large numbers of unemployed could bacome

digaiffected with the government and aocigl order,
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-- The financial drain on the pariahes by the large number

of unamployed ealigible for waelfare paymanta,

-- The moral problem of accietal responaibilitiaa for the

aocula of the debauched and alothful poor.

Locke halieved that aeducation, such as it was, of tha poor
would aclve all thase problema. His plan for work-achaola
addreaasad theae problem aresa. Loche’sa purpoasea for the
education of the poor were claar? learn a trade, laarn aome
aimple math, become a littla literate, and, mosat important
of all, develcop character. The adult, with hia ingrained
hahita, wasa probably beyond halp, but tha childran could

saurely be saved.

2. Locke would reguire that all able-bodled poor above the

age of three be trainad for employment. In hia Plan Locke
liated the "little acholara" who would attend the
work-aschool: chlldren -- boye and girls -- from three to 14

vyaar of age, and adultas (over 14> 1if they wiahed.

Locke, apparently thinking mainly of the aconomicas of the

altuation, noted:
The children of labouring people are an ardinary burden
to the parisah, and are usually maintained in idlaneas,
st that their labour alec is generally loat to the
public until they are twelve or fourteen yeara old. [53]

The faw paragraphs {(aesa Appendix B of thima theasial that

follow thia etatement are of particular intereat tn thie
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rapaarch. {54) In theae Locka proposad that children "above

thres years old be taken off from their [(the poor parantsg’)

nenda."”[55} Thasae children were to be placed in a “"working

achool" where, under the supervisilon of other adulta, they:
Will be kept in much better order, be batter provided
for, and from infarcy ba inured to work, which 1a of no
amall consaquance to the making of them socber and
induvatrious all thelr livesa.

Laat, but alao of primary lmportance, "tha

pariah wiil alther be eaged of this burdan, or at least of

the misume In the present managament of it". (56]

Locke acknowledged that three-year-old children would

probabkly not be abla to work enough to support themsalvesn,
He mssured the Board that they will be fed bettar than at
home, getting a "belly-full of bread daily at school". He
alao suggeatd that tha little acholara have a "little warm
water-gruel®” during cold weather. Characteriatically, he
ehowed his practicality by noting that “the aame £firs that
warms the room may be made uysae of to boll a pot of (it

[gruel] ,"ES7]

[Locke then sahowad that the children will come ta the
work-achool to lamarn and work, for “"otherwlse they will have
no victuala." Again, he attanpted to gcompute the savings to
thae pariash of not having to asupport a child to the age of
fourteen would be 250 or £60.[58) A&n advantagecus sidelight

of the working-school waa that the children {(along with
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their teachara) would ba requirad to 9o to church evary

Sunday, and *“be brought into some sense aof religion®. (59]

LLacke then proposed that when the numbar of children "be
greater than for all to be employad in one achool, then boya
and girla may be taught msepatrataly in two schools, "if it be
thought convenlent" [ha did not aay by whom thie declaion
would be madel. (621 Provisian waas then madea for the binding
out of fourtean year old hoys as apprentices to landownera

in the parlah.(61]

Locka then propoaed momething that may have baan unique in
the thinking of the time - training of adulta. Tha short
paragraph 1s here quoted in full:
The growh paopie also (to take away their pretence of
want of work) may come to the aaid workilng sachool to
laarn, whera work shall accordingly be provided for
them. {62]
Again, we aee stark confirmation of Locke’a helief that
unemploymant and povearty were tha fault of tha poor. Aa
much as he deapalred of teaching the poor adult anything

naw, he would invite the *'grown peopla” to learn a trade.

3, The "curriculum®” faor the trailning of the poor wasa
utilitarian <aa with the gantry). Aa tha gentry wara
educated to lead, the pnor were to br trained to ba
employable. Locke put forth the "“humble propoajtion”™ that
wocllen manufacture be conaidered for the children’a work.

Lacke aleso dlacusased how the schooles could be made
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coat-affective and actually profitable,

Thera ia no mantion here of "learning how to learn.* The
"curriculum™ ia one of practicality; the prison aa waell ams
the working-achool were aaan as sujtablae vehiclea faor

formation of proper sociai and work habita.

The "Teacher' waa not tha firm but kKindly tutor of the
gantry, The mill foreman or prison wardan was wall varaed
in daaling out “"aound whippingse" and other puniahments to
children or recalcitrant adulta. The tutor waa contant with
an "ordinary aalary"” and the matiafaction of a cne-on-one

relationahip with a boy who wauld become a man of substance.

Locke propoaed giving the wardan and foreman "incentivea" by

latting tham make a profit ocff tha labors of the poor child

or adult.

4, For the poor, the relationahip betwsaen aducation and
traedom was aolaly economnic. As shown above, Locke aaw the
poor as "a-raticnal.”™ Although born adqual to othar men, the

poor man, by virtue of his divinely ordained atation in
lifa, could not develop whataver rationality he may posaeas,
He was born free, ag all men are, but again hia station in
life forced him to be content with the “unireedon’™ that
comea with life of the lowaat order. The walfare of the
aaciety waa of overweening ilmportance to Locka. Anyone who
waa not content with the order of aococtety would have to be

aducated or eliminated from soclal intercouree through
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primon, axila, or worame. In any event, the goal of Locha
and all rational men waa to convince or force the malcontent
to fit in and accept him place in soclety. The common man
mattered but little ap magae, and for nothing as an

individumsl.

In the Canduct_ of the Understmnding [63], the mnatura Locke

confirmed hia contention that the rationality of man ia
acquired., Individual differences in abjilities and
underetanding are not a product of their '"naturai faculities
aes [{much aa) acquired habite." He aaw that "had"” habita
ingrained in youth disable the individual to learning in
later 1ife. Lochke averrad that attempting to make a “"fina
dancer out of a country hadger past fifty*"” would certainly
“be laughed at.” Yet, he did not glva up on tha adult ase
uneducabla. He amaaked rhetorically “Can grown man never ba
improved or anlarged 1in thelr underatandinge?” He thought
1t would be pomaible that they could be, but auch effort
would requlre more "induatry and appllcation”™ than “grown
men, settled Iin their mode of life, will allow ta sit.*"
Although auch improvement waa not unknouwn, 1t "very seidom

ia donea."™

In hia Plan, Locke would allow the '"grown man' to come to

tha factory to learn to weave or apin. Thia man would naver
develop hisa latant “poetic vein™ ar become a "filna dancer';
rathar, the poor man would apply what abilities and

underatanding he pomaessed to learning a subaiatance-level
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trade.

5. The gxtent of saducation for Lhe poor was to be Aaverely
limitad. Education for the poor waa to conaiat of a
gani-akillied trade and a rudlimentary literacy. As ahown
gupra, even the rudiments of literacy waams not even auggested
or even oppoaaed by many. Locke mnaw that acme literacy waa
necaseary for Bible atudy and learning the Catechlism, The
illitaerate adult could aelac attend to learn a skill.
Education was not tao be a "life-long" andeavor. The poor
perason could not be be axpected to be aufficiently
“ratlional" to enjoy and appreclate the bettar thinga of
life, We nuat alaso remambar that the education proposad by
Locke wasa for the unemployed poor: thoae who, for whatever
reaaocn, were out of work. The pacr men who was able to
survive on the pilttance earnead by unremitting toil was not
includad. There waa no idea of upgrading his skilla to
allow him to take a better job., The thruat of plansa such asa
Locke’s waa nat to improve the poor individual; it wasa to
train the “"Herd" sufficlently aa to tahe the burden of 1lts

aupport off the society.

6. The moral content of the edursaticnal program waa not
apacifically mentionad, but ko Locke, aducation was
morality. Becauae men Wwere born with a "plank aslata,"
whatevar they ware, they learned. (Df courae, this came
after acknowledgemant they had been ordainad to a atation in

life)y. A child learned the ways of moclety and of God.
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Locke’s Plan aiaply was to force, if necessary, learning
upon the pliable child. One could than hops that the child
would indeed be the fathaear of thea man -- a man who would fit
tnto the aociety and enjoy whataver bleasings that had been
destinad for him. We have diacuymsaed Locke’as conceptlan of
free will at maome length above. Thias concept held aa trua
tor the poor ag it did for the gentry. Although the poor
man had baan put into a niche in aociety, ha had tha free
will to make of LIt what he could. We remember that Locke
aaw the sogleaty asm asetting limita aon morality alaoc. The
gociety regquired all men to work as hard as possibla in
thair amselgned placea, to fear God, and to obey the laws of
God and man. Thia was morality and would be taught to all.

The only differance 1n the teaching was the method employed.

7. Educetlon wae intimately related to service to society.
As repeatedly atated above, each man had the moral
opbligation to contribute to the esncliety, to the nation.
Education for the gentleman to £it him to be the businesa-
man, the government afficial, the leader. Education for tha
poor man fit him aa the worker, good citizen, and follower.
The poor man would best aserve Ln his place in society. A
paraon aerved aoclety by cbeying the lawa that were meant
for the presarvation of the society. If tha aociety wera
preaerved then each man ahould ba willing to fit into hia

place, the laaderes to laad and the followers to follow.

Thus, Loche’s Plan for the poor wouwld anable the poor to
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fulfill the reaquirementa for living in a civilized aociety.
Evary man would be to his place, toiling for himaslf and tha
greater good of all. The unemployad would be made
employable; the racalcitrant would be made to reaeslize the
ertror of hia waya. The& child wauld laarn the thinga that
would make him a membar of asoclety content with baaring hia

peraonal croasa.



CHAPTER V

ANALYSIS OF LOCKE’S PHILOSOPHICAL VIEWS OF EDUCATION AND THE
SOCIAL/ POLITICAL FACTORS OF HIS SOCIETY AS THEY RELATE TO

THE EDUCATION OF THE POOR. SUHMARY AND CONCLUSION.

A. INTRODUCTION

One could conclude, on the face of the avidences, that thers
is little or no compatabllity batuean Locke’a philosophy of
education as set forth in his Some Thoughts Concerning
Edugation and his viaws on the sducatien of the poor. In
light of the evidence coutlinad in the preceding Chapters,
the many authoras who ascribe to Locke a univeraal plan for

aducation would have to modify their viawa.

But at a daeapar level wa can ase a coapatability betwesn
Locke‘a "overall philoaophy' and his view of edugation for
the poor and for the gaentry. The arror in moat acholarship

hss bean to aascribea Lo Locke’'s Somes Thoughts Concerning

Educatjon the role o0f a ganaric plan for education. In

rwality, Somna Thoughts is an application of his philosophy

to the education of the mala children of the better ciasasss
of late aeaventeanth century Engliish mocliety. Can his views
on the education of the poor be an application of that sama
philoaophy to the lowest classs of eocietyi It hardly seeams

likely.
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B. u Y ‘'S P L1} L VIEWS

1. Firat sand foramoat, Lockes balisved in God. In this he
wan a bit unusual for his time as bia conceptlion of God in
the world waa that of a proactive force in the affeirs of
men. Yat, thia 0ld Testament Diety wea not the absclutely
stern and forkidding God that ona may anvisage of tha
Puritanm. 5Still, thia God was astern encugh to have littla
patiance with thoae who did nat strive to sarn their bread
by the awsat of their brow. God’s Word was unerringly sat
down in the King James Bible. From 1t Locke could {and did)
pick and choose appropriate comaands to liva by and to apply
to other man. [Thia proceas aspparantly allowed him to
diamiss as aetaphor any dictum he apparently did not want

particularly to ocbaarval,

2. Locka believad that men wearsa born with no innatea ideas
-- that ia, the nind was describad as the fampous tabula

rama. Racaume the tablet ia blank, whatevar man Know ia

laarnad.

3. AllL man ara born "free' and "equal.” Yet, thia "parfact
fraadon'" muat be aubordinatad to a government. The sole
duty of that govarnment ls to preaerve and protect personal
property from any usurper. The major part of this
protacticon of property is the asaurance of public ordar.

The perfect "equality" into which esach child ia born Lia

suparsaded by the fact that he 1a born into a "atation" in
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life that, for tha great aajority, conaiats of hardahip and

deprivation.

4. MHan was eassuradly “free”, but could not in that fraedom
place himmawlf in perpatual chattel bondagws to another man.
Locke juatified and abetted slavery by asming slaves aa
“prisonera”™ of & "just war" who, by virtus of losing tha
war, have placed themsalves at the whim of the victor. The
victor in this "just war” simply has saen fit to hold thea
vanquished as slave rather than, as 1a his “"right,” put tham

to death.

S. Han had “"frea will"”. But, being pleacad in a stestion,
avery man (except foolas and madmen) was rasally weldad to
that place in society. He must strive to maintain himaelf

in that place aas will benefit society and his own body and

acul.

C. SUHMARY OF ENVIROMMENTAL FACTORS

1. The "thinking minority™ of Locke'm tima diiferad among
themgalvea ohnly in degree. Although the age was one of huge
advances in tha phlilosaophy and practice of phyeical acience,
social thinkeras sagmed, at moast, to mae through a glaas
darkly. Great chahgea ware occurring in the economy of
England (ams in most of Europal). Enormous amounts of monay
wera to be made hy & faw in commerce and buainesas. The many
found it difficult or aven impossible to make ends mnaet as

tha old ways of amaill farming and cottage induatry warsa
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changing under the unfealing grip of tha nev sconomy and itas

lewadars.

2. Organized religion had a lasser hold on the individual
an in timea past. S5Still, philunuphara lika Locke stated
that thea "massen could not think, therefore they muat
baliave." “Eapiriciam®” was called for by Locke, to be aura
{had not Saint Paul said to "prove all things™?), but many of
hia tanets seemad to rest on “belief” moresc than on

aexpar imant.

3. Noblility and royelty had loat much of their psrogatives
through the upheavala esarlisar in the century. It was very
poaaible for a amart young man to rise to great heights even
in the eaecular mociaety., Locke himself roaa through luck and
akill out of the petit bourgeocisie to a position ot

canaidarable wealth and no little power and influence.

. SUMMARY OF THE STATUS OF THE POOR

Aa the poaition of "“movars and ahakera'" of sactiety slowly
shitftad to the monied few, the poor wera "atill with ua.™ A
cambination of factora made the lot of the poor difficult
indasd.

a, Religion was widely usaed to eaxplain the daprivation of
the poar. Put alaply, poverty was their own foult evan
though they had been placed in that unfortunsate position in

lifte,

b. The aconomy was changing as the rude beginnings of an



103

Induatrial Revolution brought new waya of usaing land and
labor. Tha widespread dislocation cauvsed by naw mathoda of
farming and manufacturs incraaasd the alrsady considerabla
numbara of the destitute.

. Social thought (and "philosaphy"? did not saee that
these changes nacessitated new waye of thinking. It was
apparantly never conaidersd that, juat perhaps, i1t waa not
tha diasplaced cottager who was at fault for not working: it
was the new waysa of the econocmy. Strangsaly, faw quaationed
a "aocial welfare ayatemn"” that paid a peraon more than he
could make at a job that paid a less~-than-subsiatence wage.

d. It sasensd possible that the poor could ba taught to
raise themaelvea abova the level whera they ware dapandant
on othara for a dole. The young child could bha aubjected to
discipline and training that he did not get at home. As the
child was lLearning a useful (to the economy} akill, he would
ba fed a belly-full of bread to make him strong. He would
also be taught the Catechiam on Sunday.

a@. There waa laas hope for the adult who had already writ
full hias tabula rasas Wwith habite of sloth and debauchery.
Yagt, avan thie wratch was welcomed by Locke to attend the

working-achool to learn a trade,

E. ANALYSIS oF THE FINDINGS

How the queations put forth in Chaptery I can ba sxamined to
asee what answers may be gisanaed from the data wo have

presantad. Locka, the great "ampiricist philosopher™,
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sasned to fail at original thought whan facad with
“rmal-world"” problamas. His Some Thoughta Concerning
Education contains some bitm of wisdom, to be sure. Yat, it
asmpa that many acholars may be guilty of picking sut thase
few karnals and glosaing over ths huge amcount of dross.
Locke’s writinga on the poor consisted of little othar than
the "poor-law" document that ias commantad on in Chapter IV
and included na Appendix B of this thesis. &S cleariy
shown, Locke was concernad only for the welfare of the
msociety, The poor warea a drag on that sociaty and hed to ba

reformad for the good aof Lt.

1. What was the mocial, gultural, and political anvironmant
af Locke?

It 18 that no man is free of effects of hisa environmant.
L.ocke waa no axcaption. Hims mtern Puritan upbringing colored
hia lifelong parceptions of other peopla and the world. An

a acholar, ha had littlae tima for the unletterad; =s a
gantleman ha gave short shrift to those beneath his atation.
Tha Bible preacribed the comamic order -- wives ware to be
obkaedient to husbande, children to parents, alavea to

magterm. Lockea knaw that man was free, but ha saw that the

socciety must ha foramoat.

In any contest batwean ths individual (or claas of
individuala! and the soclety, the aociaty must win. 5o, aa
with many about him, Locke aaw the threat that the mnasass of

uneaployed poaed to the society, In that caas, he than cast
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anide his carsfully-thought-out theoriaa of frasdom and
rationality for all men and proposad draconian nasaaurss to

protect the society he knew.

2, How did Locke sea man as a "“"fram and rational being"?

In Chapter II, it waa shown that Locke adjudgad all men to

ba born free and egual. Evan to Lockea, the sad truth soamed
to be that the few ware born to be mighty while the many

ware born to ba haewers of wood and drawars of water. Thie
situation could obtain only i1f it were ordained by God as it
was evident that all men wares not, in fact, aqual, when, in
theory, they ahould have been. 5till, man, on the whole, wvas
rational, and even the poor could possibly be turnad to the

apbar and induatrioua life that was the mnark of rationality.

Although placed in an impoasible position, the poor man was
neverthaless possaasad of "frae will*” With which he could
aake 2 conacloua choice as to the diraction of his life.
Locke aimply thought that this man’sa will could be channeled

into habitsa that would bheanefit soclety.

3. vhat weare Locke’s "philosophical baliefa™ concerning
aducation in gen=ral?

In Chaptar IJI, I showed how Locke baliaved that the child’'a
mind at birth was a "white aheet of paper without writineg."
4 child ahould ba able to lesrn anything, if corractly
taught, Thua, all of Lockes'a writinga concerning education

laxcept for the poor}) were preacriptions ior mathoda of
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education that stressad “'tandarnesase” and making learsing
“natural."

The vast majority of writing that Locka did on sducation
cancarned the young gentleman of late saveanteenth century
England. The boy would “learn how to learn”™ but, as
importantly, Lockea saw that thias boy must galn the practical
akilla necessary to be a lesder in aociaty. The auraat and
moet efficiant way of providing this education waa by a
tutoar in the boy’s house. Tha boy muat learn akilla, but,
more importantly, he must acguire a senas of "breading."” It
waa, to Lockae, of utmoat importance theat the gentleman
behave like a gantleman. Thus, a cultural vanaser wvas applied

to the young man to make hia it for eaociety.

Locke’s own aducation largely conaisated of methoda of rote
memorization ot the classica. He maw that thisa sort of
education wams of littla practicality for the young gentleman
who waould become the man of reality, of businaas and
governmant. Such asthodology alsc did little for the mind
excapt to make the leaarner hate laarning. He wrota little
of the educstion of young gentlewomen, and then aesmingly
only at the insistance of their mothera. Hia plans tor the
girle differed littla from thosa for the bhoyx. In any
avant, the key to Locke’s suggestions for the education of
tha gentleaan was relavance, practicality, and a regard for

the child’a point of viaw.

4. The maven corollaries of the main question asked in
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Chaptars JI] apnd IV can now ba ansvered.

a. Tha purposase of sducetion waa Lo have tha youth deavelop
into a good citizan who would contribute to society. This
citizan would f£it into the nicha in aocciaty for which he had
beasn deaatined. For tha gentry, this purpose manifesated
itaelf 1in a program of learning social and practical skillis
to £fit the boy to become a lesder in the nation. For the
poar, training in & akill, harah though the training msay ba,
would £it the poor men to fit his niche in socciety. All ha
waa askad to do wam to be ohadient to the law and not be a

drain, financial or ctherwise, on aociaty.

In all ceaea, the purpose&a of aducation was to twach the
individual how to fit inta the sociaty and how to behave in

that placea.

b. Locke thought that all men i{axcept fools and madman?
could be taught tha attitudes and akills nacesaasry to act
correctly in thaeir place in sogliety. The results were to ba
tha asme -- good citizens who would do wall in their piacesa.
Gentlamen {and, perhaps, entlawoman}) would ba gently,
though firmiy, guided in the correct direction by the
parents, and, in loco parentis, the tutor. The poor man and
wOoman would learn in another eort oif apprenticeahlip. Poor or
not, they all could lwarn. There were those who wWwould not,
and thoaa hed to ba coarcad to accapt the necassary

training. Thua, Locka aaw a raquirement for all men to have
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the neceassary toola to fit into society. Thoae toola could

only be gained through aducation and training.

c. Tha curriculum was mostly practical. Locke alsoc was
adamant that the aducation lead to a love of laarning so tha
man would desjire to learn all his life. The gantieman’s
education was to stress mans Sang in corpore _sano. Tha mind
waa made sound through learning discipline and play;
tha body through axercisa and actiona taken by the teascher
to impart a physical toughness. The tutor was a psaracnal
("one-on-one") teacher and, poasibly, friend. This tutor
was Wwise anough to Know the limita of the individusal boy in
mantal and in phyaical education. The tuitor would turn out
a man nuch as himeelf but greater Iin that that man would

rule hima own domain,

The poor paracn, wheather child or adult, was not to get tha
personal training due the gaentry. Tha poor Rassaa wears
equated to a faceleas "Hard"” which would have to be drivan
rather than lad. Baing uhemsployed whan opportunities for
work were abundant was proof of a character fault that would
ragquire apandsant. Thua, the curriculum of skill training,
aona Bsmall litaracy, and some religion could only ba
preaentad in & manher designed to correct the fault of
charactear. NHevarthelesa, Locka belisved that lessonn
inculcated to the child would lead Lo a man and woman

contant with their lot.
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d. Wa have saan that Locke baliavad all man ko ba born
rational and free. (It was the whia of providence that ona
man wask nobla and another commonl. The probleam was that
moat man did not have tha wharawithal to develop their
inherent retionality. This was not the fault of the poor --
thay had bsen placed in the world in this position. The fact
that many adultsa were not working and had besn reduced teo
baggary was thair fault. Since Locke saw thase paople as
lacking in a "developad” rationality, they must ba

controllad for the good of the reat of mociety.

Few me=n of any time are “free”; that is, frae of thea
stricturea of custom and sociaty. Still such relativa
framdom as Lhe gentleman had allowad him, through hia family
and tutor, to develop him raticonality. This gantlaman
bacame A man of reascon;: a fras man who would act as an

individual in his place in society.

&. Lockea would have education axtend to all who could uae
it, Tha gentle youth would be firmly, yat tenderly, led
into manhood. This child would carry tha good social and
personal hablts of childhood into adulthood. Probably the
only additional education the adult would was advice on iLit
reading for a gentlaman. Locke proposaed the gentla girl
would ilearn from her wmother akillas, ideaa, and attitudes
simtlar to thomse for the boy, with defereance onliy to her

gender.
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Tha poor child would atart in & factory achool at the age of
thras yaara. Thaae chiidren would not produce snough to pay
for their upkesp, but sventually they would repay their
benefactors (and avan turn & profit). Thasa children would
ba fed a "bally-full of bread" along with instruction in a
sakill and in realigion. Thay will graduate at ags fourtean
with the work athic firaly in place, inured to the rigors of
adulthood. Logcke alasn made a place for the unaaployed adult

who wished to be trained.

£. Morality consisted of doing the right thing. One
laarned from the Bibla, from the law, from the customs of
the aociaty. Idaally, the atudent "internalized” the
educatlon he receivead. This would make him wapnt to learn
even bayond the formal exXerciass. Pecause ha had freae will
he could choocams to do riqht or wrong. Education and the
inatallation of the "Protestant Ethic" would causa him to
chooae the right for the bettermant of himsalf and the
sociaty, The right path for the gentleman was to uase thea
“breading" acquired through his sducation to do those things
a gent.lesan did, and do tham well, The poor parsocn was not
expactad Lo acquire “"breading': rathar, thay wara to learn
to £fit into the culture, working hard and being satisfiad

with their lor.

g. Educationh would it man to asrve socisty,., but each in
him own way. The gentleman would know snough of tha mores

of tha sogiaty to be abla to take raaponsibility for his
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cornar of it. He would bw a landowner, with the manifold
probleams of his tenants his to solva. He would be the
banevolant tyrant on the estate, as a juatice of the peace,
or {rarely) as an active businesasman. The poor man would
gain the skills necessary to ba amploved itand amployabla).
He would Know hias place and the limits put on him by the
laws of God and tha socciaty. He would know the rudiaasnta of
the raligion, and “baliave,” since he could not “think".
Whethar he ware geptles or vulgar, service to sociaty meant

aimply learning to fulfil]l the expactationa of his placa.

F. DISCUSSION

Locke maw thea upkeeap of the unemployed poor as a drag an the
acociety’'sa waalth. The poor muast be trained to allow thea to
work and thua be productiva mambera of the society. Being
poor, thia clasa waa lasa rational than the upper claasas to
which Locke had addresasd sarlier thoughta. #Sacause the
poor were less rationel, they could not be axpectead to
reapohd to the “"humanjiatic” methods of education Locka had
advocated for the others. The poor could comprehend little
bayond the bare sasentiala of subaistance, thus the finar
things of life would ba loat on them. It would be difficult

anough just to teach a not-too-difficult trada.

Wwhen Locke =spoke of the “frewe, rational” man he was talking
of the man who had the lelsure to devalop any talente which
tha Daity had deignad to give him. The poor did not have

this leiaure: nelthar did many of them exercisae their "freae
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will"” to better thamaslves ss far as poasible. Thay could
not reason - they could not think logically - thersforse thay

mumt ba told what to do, and what to beliave.

As Locke atreassed "practicelity” in tha aducation of the
young gantleman, he was alao, in his way, being “practical®
in his suggestioans foy tha sducation of the poor. 1in thamsa
he was raflacting hie philosophy as well as hias cujlturm. Asa
with auch “philosaphy™, he sought tha ideal aituation and
condition of man. For axaaple, whan this idewal did not {it
hia civilization he found waya to reconcila his adamant
asasartiona that whipping had no placa in education, with the
nandating of it for beggar children. Even the subjaction of
the conquerad to chattel slavery by the conquaror Was
permissible aa this was sn sltarnate to death to the

conquerad.

Working while receiving living expanaas has beacona an
important ismsue in Amarica in reacant yesars. To receive a
atipand, one must work, or train to learn how to work. In
our aoclety many aea« tha poor ae having a “"right" to be
supportad from the gooda of the non-poor. In aeventeenth
century England, the poor had no, absolutsl o, YOoicé Ln
govaernaant . In thia time of "one paracn, onae vota," the
altuation is differaent. The ideas aoc bluntly put forth by
Locke ams to tha training of the poor certeinly show the

concern (not the methoda) of the government for the needy.
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Locke’a ideas on firesing thea housewife to work for a wage
haa currancy in our ags of day cera for small children., His
idas for the fesding of chiidren {as insufficient am the
progresms would be to our wars) is followad in spirit by
modarn programsa for the nourishsant of achooclchildran. The
ideas that adulta may ba abla to laarn something of valua
hdas bean asized upon by American schools at avery leval as
tha declinea in the nusbar of youngaters has torced thesa

aducational innovatora to diacover the adult market.

One may ba temptad to trace directly to Lockse many

characteriatica of the Amarican saystes of Higher <(and

Primary/Secondary? Education, It amsams to this rassarchar
that very little appreaeciabla direct influence exists from

LLocke to the Americean syates of wmducation. Some of his
suggestions are worthy of note in any aducational aystaa}
aome are the purast drivel. [t aust ba noted by the
resgarchar, that ons aust not from hindsight ascriba ans
original thought what is axpadiency or neceasity on the part

of a "philosopher™. Plua ca change, plus c'saAt lIs meme

choss .

We may now anawer the main queaation concerning Locke’'s viaws

on the aducation of the poor.

ARE JOHN LOCKE'S EBUCATIONAL IDEAS CONCERNING THE PODR

CONSISTENT WEITH HIS GENERAL PHILOSOPHY OF MAN ARD EDUCATION?

it may pow be arguad that Locke’ san_ and aat ione fgp
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the education of the poor ware, on the whols, fairly
coneisteant with his phijlosophy of san and aducation. We can

now form a list of some of Locks’sms supositions and how thaae

may "fit" hia ideaa for the trestmant of the poar,

1. Man hssa no ipnate ideas.

Thus, aan is free to learn to ba all he can.

2. Men is placed in a "atation" in life by God.

The mighty are to rule firmly but humanely; the lowly area to
saerva tha mighty. A man ia poor becausa it im his fate to
be, but he has tha imparative to toil for the mighty (and

for the good of society and his own scoul).

3. Man has “"'fres will" from God.
Although placad in a "etation”, man atill has the choice of
the path to follow - that which God and society wisah him to

- or the road of the twin avilas of sloth and dabauchery.

4. Tha poor are in their "atation”™ in life and have “"freaa
will',
If thay do not strive to better thsmsalves (though not by

too much?, Lt ia their own fault.

S. Although man is free, the preservetion of the aocciaty
has precadencs.

Thearweiore, i1f man refuses to live morally in the society
il.e., he will not support himeelf and hisa family, or he
othearwise braaks the law), ha is to be puniahad to amend hia

ways., I¥f the infraction waa suffiicjiently savere, the
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mociety has the right to take the aan‘ae life.

I argus that tha above, along with othar points that may be

made, Locke was conaistent in his ideas of philosophy and
aducation, both_ ifor the poor and for the gentry.

Locke ahowa herw, aa Ln many other writings, that he sess no
inherent, difference between the working poor man and the
gent laman. It is juat that the poor man aimply domss notbt
have the time nor the opportunity to think desply on abtrusse
Aaubjacta. To be sure, ha has not had the requisita tralning
to handle the logic, languages, and octher shilla reguired,
thia alao is but an artifact of his condition. Ha haa neot

had the chance to lasrn.

G. SLUHNMARY/CONCLUSION

In concart with Gay and MacPharson quoted above, Janas
Mtell Alsoc warns againat ... judging a pericd oif history
with a knowledge of and an attitude toward all that has
happaned since.'" Ha also corractly atates thaet wea cannot:

Messurs the paople 0f the past by impossible standards,
atandards which did not exist for them and to which

they could not have responded ... iWa cannot uvaasl ...
hindeight to subjsct the peacple of tha pasmt to
anachronous sxplanationas ... (We must aew that

culture] ... aa a4 compeX whole in procassa, not as a
static momant in the inevitable prograss of the
IracE..,.L[1]

This author has attempted to do as Axtaell adviemd; viz.,

look at Locke and his time with an a&ye unbiased by the

virtus of Knowiesdge of the three hundred years sesparating
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our timea. Parhaps there has bsen success in the noat
parta. Yat, thare must ba a place to volce critical
opinions of tha paat, octherwvias hilstory is but a dry
racounting of "{facta,"” snd one is doomed to learn littlie

from it.

Locks was an axtremely religiocous man, coloring all his work
with tha image of an (almost) omnipotent God - a curious
mixture of tha atern father dacrasing that somsa ahould
prospar mightily while tha multitude should suffer tha
alings and arrows of outrageous fortune. Tha mnassgs warsa
placead in povarty snd unremitting toil for their short and
brutal lives, yat ware given tha impossible tasnk of pulling
themsalveas out of thea mira to aapires to a heavanly resward -
heavenly, that i=, asince they could not advancea fraom ths

aarthly station to which they had been assigned.

As with many amateur theologilans, Locke waa fond of guoting
Scripture to "prova” a point. As noted above, the fact that
Jaaua had noted "the poor will alwaya bs with us” was widaely
quotad by "thinkara™ of that time. Thus, to aven sttempt

tha impossaible taak of giving the poor a hand up from their
morsas was thought to contravene the will of the Deity. More
practically, the poor had a certain utility: that la, as a

acurce for servants and very cheap labor.

Locksa, as has bhaan shown, was not one to go againat

convention with suggestiona for the battermeant of the poor.
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He belisvead that a8 lack of will to work by many of the poor
was not dus to deapair for living: rathar, it was bacausa of
a character fault that could ba cured by a atiff sentenca in
the workhouaa or impreasament to a naval gang. In the case
of youngstera, Locka gave a new masaning to the regquest by
Jesua (in the English of the King Jampes Bibia), to “suffer

the little children ....'

There ia tha atarnal argument, then as now, over the
axlatence of Abmaclutea Moral Valuea, sauch as Justice, Lovae,
Equality of Man, etc. Locke'a philosophy ia permaatad with
statemantas (never queations or conjsctures) concerning how
thinga work in the worid, in the mind, in the soul, and avan
in eternity. Ha seaemad to acknowladge such Absolutesa, but
juatified their selective application (by God! through a
logical mentsl process that definitively ahouved why tha

acciety waa ordered as it appeared to bea.

It would saem to b a moat bliatant hypocrisy Lo tout a
pro-alavery bLochke as a "humaniat' philosopher. The unnamed
Editor of an 1813 editlon of the Easay guahed:
Tha virtuea and charitiea of human nature he [Lockel
posseased in the highaat degreaa ... (As al ...
philomopher, a Christian, a politician, and a man, he
claima tha firat rank in the admiration and the homage
of posterity....’{2]
Thias Editor concluded «with the view that Locke 18 "ona of

the very few philoacophera of which England way boasat with

remal pride and satisfaction when sha enumaratea har departed
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hercaa." This may bas very trua, but in ona sanae & prayar
sust ba mald for England and for thoas who thought tand

think) aa Lorche did, and for their victias.

H. FINAL COMMENTS

It im moat difficult for me to cant aside notiaone of fair
pliay, the resl and actusail aquality of man, the right aof
averyone to choomse him own path, the total inhumanity of
alavary, and like ideasa to atudy & man such aa LocKe. Ha
wae a vary fortunate man: being born in tha middle clamss,
baing apppointed to a top preap aschool, becoming & confidant
af the great, asasociating himmseli with peoples auch aa Boyie,
and having the lelaure to think and write. ¥Yat, ha was not,
in my opinion, a vary ortginal thinker on social probleas.
He wrote on coinaga and money, and certainly was familiar
with governeent. Yet, he agsemingly could not ass the real

problem, oniy the aymptoms.

He had perscnal traits that are not very attractivae. Sonag
of hia wrirings ases to border on the acatalocgicel. Aa
notad abkove, he spant an inordinate amount of apaca in Some
Thouqhts on “potty training.” He was parsimonious, and had
a bad tempar. He did not ifnclude women in hile picture of

the rational RaAnD. He could not riew above his environmeant,

as he would have the poor rise abovae theirs. He pokad tha

moat acurrilouve fun at his contemnporaries with whom he
digsagreed. (See note &, Appendix D of this thesis} He was

arrogant to hia aubordinatea, felt that very few were hia
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paara, and tosdied to his batters. His writinga were too
often prolix. He oftan spant undus time and thought on
ainutiasae, while spending relstively little on what wvere
certainly more important subjecte.[3] I find it difficult

Lo forgive hia basic inhumanity.

But though one may rail at Locke’s attempt at
inatittutionalization of “man’a inhuaanity to man’, his aim
in ali this was undoubtadly out of concern for the worild and
humnankind at large. Ac Fagiasni remarks similarly:
E° comunguea certo, concluda Locke, che ‘if tha labour
of the world wara rightly directed and distributed
thare would ba more knowladge, pwace, health, and

plenty in it than there is now. And mankind to be Aore
happy than it im now. (4]
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APFPENDIX A

A comparimson of Locke’s Propoasal for Workhouse Schools with
the achemes auggested by fellow phillanthroplats.

John Locke, 1696 John Cary, 1696
1. School 3-1id4 yeara of age School 6-16 age
Under 3 not to work Under & not to work
2. Provision for faood and Food
haealth

3. Attend church regularly Learn principlas of pileaety,
virtue, and sobriety

d. Learn a craft or trade Learn a craft or trade

Handi<rafta, spinning, Boya - a trade
woollen or ather induatry Girla - apinning, weaving

Maorning and afternoon Mcrning and afternocon
5. Placing of apprepntices Flacing of apprenticeaa
6. Adultps sdmitted Mo proviaion for adulta
Thomas Firmin, 1678,1&81 John Ballars, 1696

e o mm MR e e e e N R M Em E w Em e wr A S

h o v M oEm s o o omm oW o =L R M R o

1. S5chool 3-18 years of age Schaol for "young'™, eap.
“convenient for orphana™

2. Focod Faod and health

3. Head the Bible, learn Moral welfare and virtue
cataechiam, and practice
raligion

4. Learn a crafit or trade Laarn & craft or trade

Spinning, kniltting,, and Woodwork, uase of tools,

lacamaking gardening

Morning and afterncon Horning - four hours

with two houra reading reading, arithmetic, and

par day writing if their chosen trade
requirea them. Foralgn
language, if required. Une
of library.
Afterncan - iabour
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S. INathing an placemant “"Graduatea" remain in
of “‘graduatea’] cammunity

Older people free to vae

E. {Nothing on adult
achaol and library

trainingl

[Adaptad from M.G. Mason, "John Locke’s Propoaals on
work-House Schococla™, p. 13].



APPENDIX B

LOCKE*S PROPOSAL FOR REFORM OF THE POOR LAW

A INTRODUCTION

Thia Appandix contains the full text of the documasnt
concerning the Raform of the Poor Law as draftad by John
Laocke in 1696-97. Locke at the time waa a menber

of the Board of Trada and Plantations which had besn given

tha task by William III of drafting a Foor Law.([l]

Thia document ta presentad here to give the tenor of
Locke’'s thoughtm on the problem of the poor. Thia
proposal for “"working-schoola™ for the pcor was a major
part of the "pragmatic'" philosopher’'a ideas for the
control of the poor. Fox Bourne had the follawing

conmanta on Locke’as plan:

To understand this very comprehanaiva scheme, wa must
romambar that thae poor-lawa of Queaen Elizabeth’s reign
and the minor laws by which they wersa aupplemsntad
during the anasuing century, had all bmsen bamed on the
asaumption that it is tha duty of every parish to look
after its own paupera, to maintain those who cannot
waork, to find employment for thoss who can work and to
compal tham to perform it, to put paupar chlildran Ln
the ways of aarning their own livelihoodsa, and to draft
off all vagrant paupsrs to tha places of thelr birth
and msettlessnt. Locke had to build on theae bases, and
though there ia no reason for auppoaing that he saw
anything tao objeact to or anything but the highast
politcal wiadom in having an immensa ebata-machinery of
work-houssaa Iin which or in connection with which all
the poar could labour if thay likead, and ahould bea

iLk0
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comnpalled to labour 1if they did not find cther and more
profitable ssploymant for themsalva, his alaborate
proposals in this respect werse designad only to give an
afficiant development to clesrly defined and
often-ansarted principies of lagislation. Tha thacory
of atate work-housea was providaed for him: all the
detailied propoals for making thes uasful inatitutions,
and ESPECIALLY FOR SUPPLEMENTING THEHK BY WORKING
SQHOOLS FOR PDOR CHILDREN WERE HIS OWN, OR ADAFTED FROM
THE EXPERIMENTS AND SPECULATIONS OF SUCH PRACTICAL
PHILANTHROPISTS AS HIS FRIENDS THOMAS FIRMIN AWD JOHN
CARY (my emphasalal. Whatevar wa may think of the
theory, it suat cwrtainly be admittad that he showad
axcellant shrawdneas and axcallant philanthrapy in hia
warking out of the detalla....[2]

This document aa given hersa the full text as taken from

Fox Bourna.[3] 1 have plainly marked wherae any material has

haen excisad or added. I have alao nuabared and

double-apacaed the paragraphs for eass of rafearence.

B. TEXT OF THE DOCUHENT

1. "MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCIES([4]1, --His majesty having
bean pleamed by hia Commiaaion to reguire ua particularly to
conmldar some of the proper asthods of setting on work and

anploying the poor of thisa Kingdom and making them useful to
the public, and theraby esalng otharae of that burden, and by
what waya and mesana such designe may be mada moat effectual;
wa huably bag leave to lay before your excellencies a scheme
of such methoda asa seem unto us for the attalnmant of thoae

ends.

2. “"Tha multiplyving of the poor, and the increase of the tax
for thaeir maintenance, la so genaral an obasrcrvation and

complalnt that it cannot be doubtad of. Nor has L1t bean
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anly since tha laat war that thia avil haa come upon ua. It
has bean a growing burdean on the kingdoam thase many ysars,
and the last two reigna felt the tncreame of it as wall as

the prasent.

3. "I¥f the causes of thie evil be wall lookad into, we
humbly conceive 1t will ba found to have proceaded neithar
from scarclity of provisiona nor from want of employment for
thae poor, ainca tha goodnesa of God haa blaesasd these timss
with planty no leas than the formear, and a long peaca during
these reigna gave us aas plentiful a trade as ever. The
growth of tha poor muat thereforsa have aome other causa, and
it can be nothing else but the relaxation of discipline and
tha corruption of mannera; virtuese and industry being as
conatant companionsa on the one side and vice and idleness

are on the othar.[5)

4, "The firat atep, tharefore, towarda the aetting of the
poor on work, wa humbly conceive, ocught to be a restrsint of
thair debauchary by a atrict exacution of the laws provided
againat Llt, more particularly by the supreas=ion of
auperfluous brandy shopa and unneceasary alehouses,

mapecially in country pariahasa not lying upeon greaat roadas.

5. "Could all the abla handa in England be brought to work,
the greatast part of the burden that lias upon the
industrious for maintaining the poor would immaediately

caane . For, upon a very moderate computation, it may be
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concluded that abova one half of those who racelve reliaf
from tha parishea ara able to get their liv]iihood. And all
of tham who raceive such relief from the parishes, wa

concelve, may ba divided into theaws threas aorts.

&. "Filirat, those wha can do nothing at all toward their own

auypport.

7. "Sacandly, thoae who, although they cannot mailntaln

themsalvesn wholly, yet are able to do somsthing towards it.

8. "Thirdly, those who are able to maintain themsslvaea by
their own labour. And theae laat may alao be aubdivided
into two aorts; namely, elther thoae who have numesrous
families of children whom they cannot, or pretend thay
canpot aupport by their labour, or thome who praeatand thay

cannat get work and mo live only by begging or woraa.

9. "For thae auppreassaion of this last aort of begglng drones, .
wha live unnecessarily upon other paople’s labour, thare are
alrasady good and wholesome laws, aufficient for the purposas,
if duly esmacuted. Wa therefore humbly propose that tha
axecution thareof may bha at presant revived by proclamation
till other ramedies can be provided; as alac that arder be
takan evary year, at the choosing of churchwardana and
overameera of the poor, that the atatutes of the 39th Eliz.,
cap. 4, and the 43rd Eliz., cap. 2 be read and considerad
paragraph by paragraph, and the obsarvation of them in all

thair parta preaasd on thoae who are to be overmawrs; for we
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have resscon to think that the greatast pesrt of the overssars
of the poor svarywheare are wholly ignorant, and nevar so
nuch as think that it is the graateat part, or so much as

any part, of their duty to set people to work.

18, “But for the sorse effectual restraining of idle
vagabondas, wa further humbly propose theat a naw law may be

obtained, by which Lt ba anactad,

11, "That all men sound of limb and mind, above fourtean and
under filifty yesara of age, bagging in maritime countiss ocut
of their own pariah without s pasas, ahall ba selzed on
alither by any officer of tha pariah whare they so bag {(which
officerae by virtue of thair officesa ahall ba authorisad, and
under & penalty reguired to do it), or by the inhabitanta of
the houmse themsalvea whera they bag, and ba by them or any
of tham brought bafore the next justlice of the psace or
guardian of tha poor (to ba chosaen asa hereafter mantionsd?}
who in thia case shall have the power of a juatice of the
paace, and, by such justice of the pesca or guardian of the
poor (after the due and usual correctioen in the casa?, be by
a pasa asnt, not to the hovas of correction (slnca thosa
houses are now in most countims complained of to be rathar
placeas of aase and prefarment to the mastaera thereof than of
correction and reaformation to thope who are sent thithar?,
nor to thalir places of habitation (smince auch idle vagabonds
uaually nems some remote part, wheraby the county ila put to

graat charge, and thay uaually make their ascapa from the
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nagligant officers bafors thay coma thither and ars at
liberty for a neaw rasble), but, if it be in & maritinc
county as aforesaid, that they be aent to the next asaport
town, thera to ba kapt at hard labour, till soaa of his
majeanty’'a ahipe, coming in aor near therse, give an
opportunity of putting them on board, wheara they ahall serve
thraa yeatrs, under atrict diaciplina, at soldier’'s paylé6l
{aubsistance money being desducted for their victuals on
board), and be punished as deserters if they go on shore
without laave, or, when aent on shore, 1f thay either go

further or atay longer than they hava leave.

12. “"That all men bagging in maritima countiea without
pasaas, that are maimad or above fifty yeare of age, and all
of any age &2 begging without passes in inland countiaa
nowhaere bordering on the aea, shall be sent to tha next

house of correctiaon, thare to ba Kapt at hard labour for

three yaars.

13, “And, to the aend that the true use of the housss of
correction may not be parvertad aam of late it haa for the
momat part been, that the aaater of aach such houae ahall be
obliged to allow unto every one committed to his charge
fourpence par diem for thelr maintenance ln and about
London; but, 1n remotar countiee, where wagea and proviaiona
are much cheapar, that the rate ba assttled by tha grand jury
and judge at tha asalzes; for which the sald mapster ashall

hava no other conaelderation nor allowance but what their
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labpour ahall produce; whom, therefore, he shall have power
to samploy according to his diacretion, considaration being

nad of their age and strangth.

la. "That the jusmticea of tha peaace shall, sach
quarter-seasions, maka a narrow lnguiry into the state and
management of the houasa of corraction within their
diatrict, and taka a etrict account of the carriage of all
who arae there, and, if they find that anyonea is stubborn and
not at all mendead by the diacipllne of the place, that they
ordar him a longer atay there and aavearer discipline, that
a0 nobody may be dismjissad till he has given sanifest proof

of amendmant, the end for which he was mant thither.

15. "That whoevayr shall counterfeit a pasa ashall lose his
aars for the forgery the firak time that he la found gullty
thareof, and the eacond time thet he shall be tranaported to

the plantationa, aa in caams of felony.

1. “That whataver female abowva fourteen years of age shall
ba found bagging out of her own parish without a pasa (if ahe
e an inhabltant of & pariash within five miles’ diatance of
that ahe ia found begging in) shall be conducted home to her
parish by tha conatabie, tithing-man, overseer of tha poor,
churchwarden, or aother aworn officer of the parieh wherein
aha waas found begging, who, by his place and office, ahall

te required to do it and deliver her to the ovearsear of the

poor of the partah to which ahe balonga, from which he will
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receive twelvepence for his paina, vwhich twalvepence, if ahs
be one that receiveas public relief, ahall ba deductad out of
hear pariah allowance, or, if ahe ba not relieved by the
parish, shall be levied on her or her parenta’ or her

mastar’'sa gooda.

17, “"That, whenever any sauch femala above fourtean yeara old,
within tha amme diastance, commita the sane fault a second
time, and whenever the same or any othar such female ia
found bagging without a jawful pasa, the firat time, at a
graater diatancea than five mllesa from the place of her
abode, it mshall ba lawful for any justice of the psaca or
guardian of the poor, upon complaint modae, to send har to
the housa of correction, there to be amployad 1n hard work
three aonthe, and so much longer as shall ba to the next
quarter-pasasiona after tha deteraination of the aaid thrae
months, and that then, after due correctlcon, ashe ahall have

a pass made her by the saessions to carry har home to the

place of her abode.

18. *"That, iif any boy or girl, under fourtean years of aga,
ahall be found bagging out of the psriah where they dwell
{lf within five milaa’ distance of tha aaid pariash?,

thay shall be asant to the next working school, theare to be
aopundly whipped and kKept at work until evening, soc that
they may be disajiassed time enough to gat to their pliace of
abode that night, Or, if they live furthar than five milas

off from the piaca where theay ars taken begging, that thay
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pe ment to thea next house of cerreaction, there to remain at
work sSix wasks and ao much longer aas till the next seasiona

after the eand of the asid malix wvesks.

19. "Thesma idle vagabonds being thus asupresasd, there will
not, we auppomse, in most country pariahes be many men who
will hava the praetance that they want work. Howaver, 1in
ordaer to the taking away of that pretence, whanever it

happana, we humbly proposs that it may ba further enacted,

28. "That tha guardian of tha poor of the pariah where any
auch pretance ia made, shall, the next Sunday after
complaint made to him, acguaint the pariah that such a
person complains he wants work, and then shall ask whether
any one ia willing to employ him at a lower rate than ia
usually given, whlch rate it shall than be 1In the power of
the said guardian to set; for it ia not to ba suppossd that
any one ahould be refused to be employed by his neighbore
whilat othare are get to work, but for some dafect 1in hia
ability or honesaty, for which it i1a raeasonable he should
aufier, and he that cannot be aet to woark for twelvapenca
per diem, msuat be content with ninepence or tenpence rather
than live idly. But, if nobody in the pariah voluntarily
accapt auch a peracn at the rate proposed by the guardianes
of the poor, that then it shall be in the power of the asald
guardian, with the reat of the pariash, to make a lLiat of
daya, according to the proportion of every one’s tax in the

pariah to the poor, and that, according to such liat, avary
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inhabitant in tha same parish shall be ochliged, in their
turn, to set such unamployad poor man of the same parish on
work, at such under-rates aa the guardian of the poor shall
appoint: and, if any pearaon refuse to sat the poor at work
in hia turn aa thua directed, that such person shall ba
bound to pay them their appointad wages, whether he employ

them or no.

21. “That, if any poor man, otherwisse unemsployed, refuas to
work according to much ovrder (4f it ba in a maritime
county?!, he shall be sant to tha next port, and thare put an
board aome of hia maasjasty’s shipa, to sarve there three
vaars as bafore proposad; and what pay ahall accrue to

him for his aarvices thare, above his diet and clothea, be
paid to tha ocveraesers af the poor of the parieh to which he
bhaelongs, for the mailntenanca of hisa wife and children, Lf

he have any, or elae towards the reliaef of other poor of the
same parish; but, if it be not in a maritime county, that
every poor man thus refusing te wWwork shall ba sent to tha

housase of correction.

22. "Theas mathods we humbly proposs as proper Lo ba

enacted, in order to the employment of the poor who are able
but will not work; which aort, by the punctual execution of
auch a law, we humbly conceive, may be gquickly reduced to a

very amall number, or quite aextirpated.

23. "But the graatest part of the poor maintained by parish
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rates are not ahaclutsiy unable nor wholly unwilling to do
anything towards the getting of thelr liviihoods; yet evan
theaw, sither through want of fit work praovidad for them, or
their unakilfulness in working in what might be a public
advantaga, do little that turns to any account, but 1live
idly upon thea parish allowance or begging, if not worse.
Their labour, therefore, as far as thay ara able to work,
ahould be saved to the public, and what their sarningas come
ahort of a full maintenance ahould be supplied out of the

labouxr of others, that ia, out of the pariash allowance.

24. "Theese are of two aartaf--

25. "1. Grown people, who, being decayed from their full
atrength, could yet do momathing for thair living, though
under pretence thet they canncot get work, they generally do
nothing. In the same camse with thesa are mcat of the wives
of day labourera, when they coma to have two or three or
more children., The looking after their childran givee tham
not libarty to go abroad to seek for work, and ac, having no
work at home, Lln the broken lntervals of thejir time thay
earn nething; but the aid of the pariah 1es fain to coma 1in
to thelir aupport, and thair labour ia wholly loat; which ia

ao much loaa to the public.

26. "Every ohe muat have meat, drink, clothing, and firing.
So much goes put of the atock of the kingdom, whether they

work or no. Suppoaling then there be a hundred thousand poor
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in England, that Ltve upon the parish, that is, who are
maintained by other people’s labour {(for so is wsvaryons who
livea upon alms without working), if care were takan that
avery ona of them, by soms labour in tha woollen or othar
manufactura, ahould earn but a penny par diam (which, onw
with anothar, they might well do and more?, thia would gain
to England 138,8008 par annnum, which, in eight yearsa, would

make England above a million pounds richer.

27. “Thia, rightly conaidered, ahowa us what ia the trus and
proper relief of the poor. It conaista in finding work for
tham, and taking care they do not liva like drones upon the
lahour of othera. And in ordar to this and we find thsa lawa
nade for the ralief of tha poor ware inptanded; howaver, by
an jignorance of thelr intention or a naglect of their duse
axacutlion, thay are turnad only to the meintenance of people
in idianess, without at all axamining into the livesn,

abilitie=, or indusatry of thoae who aesk for reliaf.

28. "In ordar to the suppreasion of thesa idle beggara, the
corporationa in England have baadles auvthoriased and paid to
pravent the breach of the law in that particular; yet,
naverthalesas, the satraats everywhere awarm with beggars, to
the ihcreamsa of ldleness, poverty, and villany, and to the
ahame of Chriastianity. And, 1f it ahould be asked in any
town in England, how many of thase viaible trespasagra have
been taken up snd brought to puniahment by thome officers

thia laat year, wa have reason to think the nuaber would be
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found to have baen vary amall, becauas that of beggars

awarsing in the streat is manifestly vary graat.

29. “But tha remedy of this dimordar is ac wall providad by
the lawa now in force that we can imputa tha continuyance and
increasa of it to nothing but A ganeral neglect of thelir

axacutliaon.

38, "2. Besides tha grown peopla above mentianad, the
childran of labouring pecple arae an crdinary burden to the
patrish, and are usually maitntailned in idlenems, aso that
thalr labour alao la generally last to the public until they

Ara twalve or fourteen years old.

31. "By this maana the mother wilil be aaaed of a great part
of her trouble in icoking after and providing for them =t
home, and ao ba at the more liberty to work; the children
wittl be kept in much bettar order, ba better provided for,
and from infancy be Lnured to work, which ia of no small
conmaeduenca to the making of them scober and Industrious all
their livesa after; and the parish will eithar be eased of
thia burdan or at least of the misuse In the present
managament of it. For, a greater number of children giving
a poor man a title to an allowance from the pariesh, this
allowanca is given ancea a waek or once a month to the father
in money, which he not saldom sapenda on himaalf at the
alahouse, whilat his ehildren, for whoss saka he had it, are
laft to muffer, or perlah uwunder the want of neceaaities,

unleaa the charity of the neighbors ralieve them.
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32. “"Wa humbly conceiva that a man and hia wife in health
may ba able by their ordinary labour to maintain thamssalvas
and two children [under threa yaarsal. More than two
children at one time under the age of three years will
arldom happean in one fﬂlilf.. If therefore all the children
abnve three yvaarsa old be taken off from thetir handes thoas
who have nevar ao many [(aicl, whilst they remain themselveas

in health, will not nead any allowance for tham.

33. "We do not suppoae that chlildren of thrae yeara old will
be able at that aga to get their livelihoods at tha working
achool, but we are sure that what is neceasary for their
ralief will more effectually have that uase Lf it be
distributaed to them in bread at that achool than if it be
given fo theair fathers in money. What thay hava at home
from their parenta ias meldom more than braad and water, and
that, many of ther, very scantily too. l1f therafora care ba
takan that they hava aach of tham their bhally-full onf bread
daily at mchool, they will be in no danger of famishing,
but, on the contrary, thay will be healthier and atronger
than thoae who are bred otherwisa. Nor will thie practice
causs tha overseare any troubla; for a baker may be agreed
with to furnish and bring into tha achool ~house every day
the allowance of bread neceasary for all tha acholara that
are theara. And to this may be also added, without any
trouble, in cold weather, if i1t be thought neadful, a little

warms water-grual; for the same firae that warma the room may
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be mads uyse of to boll a pok of 1t.

34. "From thia method tha childran will not only resp the
fore-mentioned advantages with far less chargse to the parish
than what ia now done for them, but thay will be also
thereby the more obliged to come to achool and apply
thammelvas ta work, becauae otharwise they will have no
victumla, and alac tha benefit thereby both to thanzslvaes
and the pariah will dally incraase; for, the earninga of
thair labour at achool every day increasing, it may
raasonably ba concludead that, computing all the sarnings of
a child from thrae to fourteaen yearas of age, the nourishmant
and teaching of such a child during that whole time will
coat the pariah nothing; wharaeas there ia no child naw which
from lta birth ias msintainad by the pariah but, before the

age of foruteen, coata the pariah SPE or 6Q2.

35. “Another advantage also of pPringing childran thus to a
working scheol ia that by this meana they may ba obliged to
come conatantly to church avery Sunday, slong with thelr
schoolmaatera or dames, whereby thay may be brought I1nRto
some asnas of raligion: whareas ordinarily now, in thelir
idla and loome way of breeding up, thay are aas utter
atrangara both to raligion and morality as they are to

industry.

36. "In order therefore to the more effectual carrying on of

thia work teo the advantage of thia Kingdaom, we further
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humbly propose that these achools bha generally for apinning
or knitting, or some othar part of the woollen manufacture,
unlesas in countrieal7] whera the place ahall furnieh mome
other materiala fittaer for thea amployment of such poor
chlldren; in which places the choice of those materisals for
their aemploymment may be left to tha prudence and diractjion
of the gquardiana of the poor of that hundred. And that the
teachera in thease aschoola be pald out of the poor‘sa rate, as

can be agraad.

a7. "Thia, though at firat setting 1t up may coat thsa parish
a little, yat we humbly conceive (the earninga of the
children abating the cherge of their maintenance, and aa
much work being required aof each of thas aa they ara
reasonably able to perform? it guickly pays its own charges

with an ovarplus.

38. "That, whera the numrber of the poor children in any
pariah lLa greater than for them all to be employad in onsa
school they be there divided tnto two, and the boye and the
girla, if it ba thought convenient, taught and Xept to work
separately.

39, "That the handicraftsmen in sach hundred be bound to
take evary other of their respactiva apprantices froa
amcngat the boys in aome one of the aaid achoola in the saild
hundred without any aoney; which boya they may ao take at

what aga they plesasa, to be bound to them till the age of
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twanty-thres years, ao that the length of tims may mors than
mala amanda for the uausl sums that are given to the

handicraftsmen with such apprenticaa.

4@, "“That thoaq alao in the hundred who Keep in their hands
land aof thair own to the value of 252 par annus, Or upwards,
or who rent S30E per annum ar upwards, may choose out of the
achools of tha said hundred what boy each of them pleases,

to ba his apprentica in husbandry on the aaaes condition.

4} . "That whataver boya are not by this means bound out
apprenticas before they are full fourtaen ashall, at thw
Esater maating of the guardiana of each hundred each yesar,
ba bound to such gentlemen, yeoman, or farmers within the
said hundred as have the greateat numbaras of acres of land
in thair handa, who shall ba obliged to take them for thair
apprenticea till the age of twanty-three, or bind them out
at their own coat to msoms handicraitaman; providad always at
no auch gentleman, yeoman, or farmer sahall be bcocund to hava

two sauch apprentices at a tima.

42. "The grown people alsoc {(to taka away their pretence of
want of worh) may come to the ssid working achaols to learn,

where work ashall accordingly be provided for tham.

43. "That the materials to be empiloyed in these schoola and
among otheyr L[aic)l the poor paople of the parish be provided
by a commcn stock in each hundred, to be raised out of a

certain portion of the poor‘a ratae of aach parish asg
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reguisite; which atock, w& humbly conceive, nesd ba raised

but ance; for, tf rightly managed, it will increaae.

44. "That savme peraon, wxparianced and weall askillad in the
particular manufacturae which shall be judgad fittest to ast
the poor of esach hundred on wark, be appointed storekaeper
for that hundred, who sbhall, accordingly, buy in the wool or
other materials neceasary; that this atoraekeesper be chosmen
by the guardiana of the poor of each hundred, and be under
thelr direction, and have such salary aa they shall appoint
to ba paid pro rata upon tha pound out of tha poor'a tax of
avery parimsh, and, ovar and above which salary, that he alao
have two ahillinge in the pound yearly for every twanty
ahillingas that shall be lemsened in tha poor‘s tax of any

partah from the firat year of hisa menagement.

45, "That to this atorakeaper one of the aversearsa of the
poor of avery parish ahall repair as cocften aa there ahall ba
occaaton to fetch from him the materiala for the amploymant
of each parish; which materjals the sald overaear shall
diatribute to the teachers of the children of each achool
and also to other poor who demand relief of the aaid pariah
to be wrought by them at home in such quantity aa hea or the
guardian of thae pariah shall judge reascnable for aach of
tham reapectively to deapatch in ona waek, allowing unto
aach poor peracn his or har work what he and the storakeeper
mhall agree it to be worth; but, if the aaid oversaer and

atorakeeper do not agrea about the price of any auch work,
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that then any threa or morea of the guardiana of tha hundred
iwhareof the guardian of the sams pariah in which tha

contesat arisas to ba always aona} determine it.

4. "That the sale of the materials thus manufacturad be
made by the atorekaapar in the presence of ana or more of
the guardianma of each hundred and not ctherwiasa, and that an
axact account ba kept by the said storekeepar of all that he
buya and salle out, as alac of the nmaveral guantitiea of
unwrought materiala that he dalivers to the reapective
ovaraesrs and of the manufacturad raturns that he receives

back again from them.

47. "That, if any paraon to whom wool or any othar materialas
dellvered to be wrought ahall apoil or esmbazzla the same, 1if
it ba ona who receivea alma from the pariah, the overaseera
of the poor of that pariah ahall pay unto the storekeaper
what it cost, and deduct that aum out of tha pariash
allowanca to the parson who has 2o aspoiled or embezzled any
auch materials, or, 1£f it be ona that receives no allowance
from the parish, then the sald overseer ashall demand it in
maney of the person that apoiled or embezzled 1t, and 1f Ethe
parson &0 offeanding refuse to pay it, the guardian of the
poor of that parish, upon oath made to him by any of the
aaid overasera that hea delivered auch materiala to the
parscn, and that he paid for them asuch a sum to the
atoreheeper (which oath every guardian may ba empowered to

adainiater), ahall grant unta the aaid overaaer a warrant to



159

diatrain upon the goodas of the pesrson ao offending, and sell

the goods s0 distrained, rendaring the ovarplus.

48, "That tha guardian of tha poor of avery pariah, to ba
chosen by those who pay to the relief of the poor of tha
aaid parish, shall ba chosen, tha firat timse, within three=s
maontha of the paasing of the act now proposed; that the
guardiana thua chosen by the respectivea parishes of each
hundrad shall have tha inspaction of all things ralating to
tha amployment and relief of the poor aof the aald hundraed;
that one third part of the whole numbaer of the guardiana of
evary hundred thus choaan shall 9o out avaery year, tha first
year by lot out of the whole number, thae ascond year by lot
out of the remaining two-thirdse, and for aever afterwards in
their turna, ac that aftaer the firat two yeara svery one
ahall continue in three yeara succeaslively and no longear:
and that for the aupply of any vacancy as 1t shall happen a
new guardian bea chosen as aforesaid in any reapective parish
at the aama time thet the overaeers of the poor are uaually
chosan there, or at any other time within one month after

any asuch vacancy.

49. "“"That the guardians of tha poor of each respectiva
hundred ahall maat avery year in Eaatar week, in the place
whare the atores of that hundred are kept, to take account
of the atock, and as oftan ealae at other timas sa shall ba
naceasary to inapact the managament of it and to give

directiona therein, and in all other things relating to the
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poor of the hundrad.

5@. "Theat ne person in any parish shall ba admitted to an
allowance from tha pariash but by tha joint consent of thae

guardian of the msaid pariah and tha vaatry,

%1. "That the aaid guardians alaoc, a&ach of them within the
hundred whereof he is guardian, have the power of a justice
of the peaca ovar vagabonda and beggara, to make them
panaaa, to aand them to the asesport towna or houvass of

corraction, as bkefore proposed.

52. "Thaae foregoing rulea and methoda baeing what wa humbly
concelive moat proper to put ilnto practicea for the amploymant
and relief of the poor genarally througheout the country, wa
now humbly propomse for the batter and mora easay attainmant
of the same and in citiea and towne corporate, that it may

ba enacted.

53. "That in all cities and towna corporate the poor'a tax
be not. levied by distinct parishas, but by one egual tax

throughout the whele corparation.

54. “That in aach corporation there be twelve guardians of
the poor, chomsen by the maid corporation, whareof four Lo go
out by lot at the enhd of the firat year, othar four of the
remaining number t¢ go out almc by lot the next yaar, and
the remaining four the third year, and a new four chosean

avery yesar in the rooms of those that go out, ko keep up tha
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numbar of twalva full, and that ne ons continua in abova

thras yasara succasajivaly.

5%. "That thesa guardians have the power of setting up and
ordering working scholsa aa they saae convanlient, within aach
corporation reapectively, to which achools the childran of
all that ara raelievad by tha aaid corporation, from threse to
fourteen yaare of age, shall ba bound to comea as long as
they continue unemployed in some cthear gettled sarvice, to
ba approved of by the ovarsaera of that parish to which they

balang.

%55. "That thesae guardiana have also the sole power of
crdarlng and dimpoaing of the money raimed in aach
corporation for tha use of the poor, whether for the
providing of materials to aet them on work, or for the
ralteving of thoase whom they Jjudge not able to earn their
own Llivalihoocd: and that thay be tha sole judgas who are or
are npot fit to receive public relief, and in what

proportion.

537. “"That the said guardians have alsc the powar toc sand any
peracns bhaegging without a lawful paaa to the naxt saaport

town or house of correction, as before propounded.

58, "That they have llilhkewise power to appoint a treasurer to
racaive all money raimsed for the ralief of tha poor; which
treaaurer ahall isauws all auch money only by thair order,

and ahaltl once a4 year pass hia accounts before theam: and
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that they also appolint one or mora atorakeepars, as they
shall ses occasion, with such rewardsa or salaries as thay
ssma fit; which storekeepera shall in like manner be
accountable to them, provided always that tha mayor or
baliffa or othar chief officers of each corporation have
notice givean him that ha may be prasent (which wé humbly
propcocae may ba enjoined on all officara raapectivealy) at the
pasmsing of the accounta both of tha treaaurer and

atorakesperas of the poor within each reaapactive corporation.

59. "That tha teachers in each zchool, or aome other parson
thareunto appointed, ahall fatch from the respactive
atorakeaperas the materials theay are appointed to work upon
in that school, and in such guantitiea aa they are ordaraed,
which materiala ahall be manufacturad accordingly. and then
returned to the atorekaepar, and by him be asither given out
to be further manufacturad or else disposed of to the beat

advantage, aa the guardians shall direct.

&6@. “"That tha overseeras of the poor shail in like manner take
from the storakeeper, and distribute unto those who arsa

under the public reliaf, such matariala, and in auch
proportiona, as ahall be ordered each of them for a waek’s
work, and not pay unto any of the poor ao aemployed the
allowance appointed them tlll they bring back thelr

reapactive tasks well parformed.

&l. "That thae ovaramers 0f tha poor of each parish ahall be
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chosan as they are now, and hava the same povwsr to collect
the poor‘s rates of their respactive pariahes as now; but
that they isaus out the money so collectad for the rellef
and mainteanance of tha poor according to such orders and
diraections aa they ahall raeceive from the guardiana. And
that the accounts of the oversmersa of the poor of each
pariah, at the and of thelr ysar, ahall be laid before such
peraons as tha pariah shall appoint to inapect them, that
they may make auch obaervationa on the aald accounta, ar
excaptions againat them, as they may ba liable to, and that
then the aaid accounts, or axceptiona against them, as they
may ba liable to, and that then the asid accounta, with
those observations and axceptiona, be examinaed by the
treasurer and two of the guardiansa {(whaerecocf ona to be
nominated by the guardiana themaalves and the other by the
pariah}), and that the aaid accounte be passed by the

allowance af thome thrae.

62. "That the =ald guardians ahall have the power to appolint
one or more beadles of baggars, which headles shall ba
authorised and reguired to melza upon any atranger begging
in the atreeta, cor any ona of the asald corporation begging
alther without the badge appointed to be worn or at houra
not allowed by the sald guardiana to beg in, and bring all
such persone hafore any ona of the asid guardiana. and
that, 1f any of the aajid beadles neglect their asaid duyty, ao

that strangers, or other beggara not having the badge
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appointad or at houra not allowsd, be found frequenting the
atrawsts, the said guardians, upon coaplaint thereof made to
them, shall have power and be regquired to puniah the baadle
so offanding, for the first fault, at their own diacretion:
but upan a sacond complaint proved bafora them, that they
aand the salid beadla to the hausa 0f correction, or (if it
ba in a maritima county, and the baadle offending be a lusaty
nan and under fifty yaaras of age) to the naxt asaport town,
in order to the putting him abosrd some of hia

najesty s shipa, to saerve there threa yeoars as bafore

proposad.

&3. "That thoae who are not able to work at all, in
corporatione whara thare are no hoapitals to receive thens,
be lodged three or four or more in one room, and yat more in
ane housa, where one fire may asrve, and one sttandant aay
provide for many ofi tham, with leas charge than whan they

live at theilr own choice acatteringly.

64. "And aince the behaviour and wante of the poor are baat
known amongst their neighbore, and that they msay have
liberty to daclare thaeir wanta and raceive broken bread and
neat or othar charity from well-dispomad pecple, that it be
tharefore parmitted to thoese whose namses are entarad in the
poor‘a book, and who wasyr the badges requirad[8) to ask and
racaive alma in their reapective parishes at certaln hours
of tha day to be appointad by tha guardiana, but if any of

these ara taken begglng at any othar hour than those
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allowad, or ocut of their respactive parishes, though within
the samne corporation, they shall be mant immediately, if
they ars under fourteen yeaars of age, to tha working achool
to ba whipped, and, if thay are above fourteen, to the houas
of gorrection, to remain there aix waals and so much longar
ma til]l the next duarter-saasiona after the aaid aix waeka

ara axpiread.

65. “"That, 1f any paraon die for want of dua ralief in any
pariah in which ha ocught to ba ralieved, tha said parish
shall be fined according te the clrcumstancas of the fact

and tha heinousness of the crime.

&6. "That every mastar of the king’'s ships sahall be bound to
recetve without money, once avary year {(1f offered him by
thae maglatrate or other officer of any place within the
bounds of the port wharae his ship shall be), one boy, scund
of limb, above thirtaan yeare of aga, who ahall be his

apprentica for nine yeara."



APPENDIX B

REFERENCES

(1] For composaition of thia Board, see Chapter 4,
Nota 38 of thiae theals,

(2] Henry R. Fox Bourne, Tha Life of John Locke (in
two volumea) (Harper and Brothers, 1876}, wol. 2, p. 391.

[2] Thia text isa taken ad verbatim £rom Fox Bourne,
vol, II, pp. 376-391, iFos Bourne givesa the location of tha
ariginal document aa in Tha Bosard of Trade Pepsra, Domestisg,
Bundle B, Ho. 6. The modarn location im: Colonial Miice,
Public Racaorda Office, 391/10 Board of Trade Papars, Journal
B.)

[4) King William III and Quawn Hary.

(5] Thia paragraph shows moat clearly that Lacks
coneldered only 1) there was plenty of work for willing
handas, and 2) unemploymant was thus due to an unwillingness
to work and a lack of "diascipline” and "mannars.'" Although
Locka wrote on mattera of finance and businesa, he
apparently apparently never thought of the Englisahman aa
econokic man, caught up in forces beyand hia control.
Rathar, we asa a simple-minded, one-dimensional moralizing
by thia philosophar -- & phyaiclan punishing tha victim for
contracting tha diasane.

(6] A “"soldier’s pay" ia given by Gregory King’s
Tabhlea as £14 per annum, (Sme Appandix C of thias thesis.

i7] Here Fox Boaurne haas a nota: “That ia
‘diatricta’.”™

(8] Here Fox Bourne has a nota!
‘A law passed ahortly bafore Locka'a preparation of
thia document (8 and 9 William III, cap. 38!, chiefly
to make new arrangemants for the settlepent and removai
af paupera, and for the apprenticeship of paupar
childran, had atipulsted that no ona ahould bae allowad
ta bag who did not wear tha distinctive badge of the
pariash to which ha balonged’.
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APPENDIX C

GREGORY KING“S TABLES

Number Ranke, Dagream, Titles Headsa Number Annual

of and Qualifications per of Incoas

Famlilies Family Paracns pear

[+l 21 Family

3]

la@ Temporal lords 4@ &, 406 £3200

26 Spiritual larda 28 528 1388

880 Baronets 16 12,888 B8B

epa Knighte 13 7,.800 &5a

3,008 Eaquires le 35,000 45@

12,860 Gentieman a 9% ,0e8 288

5,988 Paraona 1in graater a 42,868 24a

offices and places
5,068 Peraonsa in leaser 5 e, bea 128
officea and places

2,088 Eminent merchants and a 16, 088 426
traders by aan

a,00a Lamaar merchante and (= 18,209 198
traders by man

18,002 Persons in law 7 78,800 154

2,000 Eminent clegyawn & 12,008 72

8,088 Lesser clargynen 9 48, 088 1)

48, 2P Freaholdars of the 7 288,008 a1
bettar sorti4}

120, 208 Fresaholdears of the 5.% 660,804 55

lessar morti(4)

139, 082 Farmeras b 758, 8088 42 .10s
15,2806 Persona in the liberal 5 75,088 =1

arts and sclences
S9, 008 Shopkeapars and 4.5 225,080 45
tradeamen
560,880 Artizana and handicrafta 4 246, 608 34
5,800 Naval officara 4 20,008 ag
4,002 Military officars L 16,008 ea
S&, 808 Common seaman 3 159,000 2@

364, 800 Labouring pwopla and 3.5 1.275 m 15

out-servantsl3]

420, 20a Cottagers and paupearalS5l} 3.25 1.3 m &.18n
35,000 Commaon soldiers . 72, a2a 14
~~~~~~ Vagrants, as gipsias, - 39,000 —————

thieves, beggarsa, etc.
Total population 5,508, 520
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Gragory King made these calculations (educated guesasa?)
from the hearth-tax and other data et the tima of the
Ravolution (1688}, ARmliable atatistics of tha population of
England was available only with the firat Census of 1881,
"At lwast they [these atatistics] represent the map of
sociaty as it preaented itself to the thought of a

wall-informed contemporary.” This table and taxt aras
adapted from G.M. Travelyan, Epngliah Social Hiatory: A
Survey of Six Centurias Chaycer to Queen Victoria (London:?

Longmana, Greesn and Co., 1942), pp. 276-278.

Accarding to King, Trevelyan continuesa, ovar one million
perecns, nearly ona-fifth of the whole nation, wers in
agoccasional racalpt of alma, mostly in the form of public
rejllief paid by the parish. The poor rate was betwaen
889,009 and one million pounds & year. Thare was asldom
any shame felt on receiving relief, and it "waa sald to be

given with a mischevioua profusion™:

Richard Dunning declared that in 1698 the parish dole
waa often thrae timas as much as a common labourar,
having to maintain a wife and threa children, could
nfford to axpand upon himself, and that pearsons once
racelving outdoor relief refuse ever to work, and
“asxldom drink other than the strongeet ale-housa bear,
or wsat any bhread save what ie mada of the fineat whaat
flour"”, This atataasant muast be raceived with casution,
but much wasa tha nature of the complaint of aome
rate-payers and asployera about the poor law.([b]



REFERENCES
APPENDIX C

(1] Tha "haada par family" are the paracns living
ynder ona roof: the “family” includes servanta in the houss
aa wall as children. The poor ara, therefores, have much
amallar "famlliaea” than tha more well-to-do, although the
maan number of children atil] alive and living st home might
be the sana.

(2] Thia flgure is obtainad by multiplying the
“nuaber of femilisa"” by "“heads par family".

(3] Theae are all "averaga' figuras.

(4] "Freeholdara" LiLnclude, not only the owners of
thair own farme, but alao copyholdera sand tanants for life.
(A copyhaldar was a perascn holding tenurme of land by right
of being recorded in the court of the manor).

(5] "Labouring peoplea and out-sarvanta'" and
“cottagers and paupersa," thea two largeat classes, include
many who had small righta of one kind or another in land.

is) Travaelyan, p. 278. We atill hava the sana
aituation.
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APPENDIX D

A CHRONOLOGY OF JOHNWN LOCKE’S LIFE

Auguat 29, 1632

Born at Wrington, Somarasat. Family waa Puritan trading
claas on both sajideasa. Father waa John Locke, a county
attornay and amall landowner. Hoae wasa atrict; father waa
atern, unbanding.

164d6~471i1l]

A Colonel Popham {(who was a fallow officer of Locke, patear
in the Civil War) nominated Locke, filiums to be admitted to
Wastminister School. Young Locke waa alsctad "King’'s
Scholar” with an annual allowance. [2]

May, 1652
Elactad to a Junior Studentahlp at Chriat Church, Oxford.

Novemnber, 1652
Matriculated at Oxford. Currlculum conaiated of logic,

metaphyaica and the claasical languages.

February 1653/1606 [3]
Graduated as a Bachelor of Arta. Bagan a three-year progras
leading to the Maatar of Arta.

June 28, 1658

Qualifiad asn a Masatar of Arts and wams electad a Sanior
Student of Christ Church.{4] This gave him lifatise tenure
and made it pomaible for him to remain connected with the
Univermsity.

l661-1664

Held position of Cenanry of Moral Philosophy et the Collage.
Locka studied medicine which he "pursued as an ilndepandent
ingquirer*. (5]

1664
Appointed secraetary to Sir Walter Vana, ambasasador to tha

Elactor of Brandenburg at Cleve, [&]

February, 16566

Returned to England. In May, Locka took up hisa rasidenca at
Chriat Church, and resumed the study and practice of
medicine.
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July, l6&66

Mat lLord Ashley, latar Lord Shaftsbury, who had come to
drink the wvaters at a amsll apa near Oxford. Aahley asaked
Dr. Thosas for advice about his heslth. Dr. Thomas vaa &
cloam friand of Locke, and subassguantly advised Locka to
attand on Aahley. Aahlay asaked Locka to London as his
paraonal housshold physician.

Septesber, 1672
Locke made his firat viait to France as tha Lraveling gueat
of tha Counteas of Northumberland. He raturned in Novembar.

Novamber, l&72

Lord Shaftsbury, now Lord high Chancallor of England,
appointad Locke as Secretary for the Presentation of
Benaficas at E300 per yaar.([7]

June, 1673
Locka was promoted to Sacretary of the Board of Trade at
eS80 per ysar. {(Shaftabury waa Fresident of the Board).

1674
Recaived bachelor’'a degree in medicine. (He naver raceivad

doctor of medicine).

March, 1675
With Shattsbury‘a fall from grace, Locke waa diamicssad from

hia government poat. Locke was given a panaion of £188 per
vear for Llife.

November, 1675
How free from financial wWorry, Locke weant again to France.
Hae was to atay four yeara. Ha spent thia time chiafly in

atudy and travel.

Spring, 1679
Locke returned from France. Shaftabury was now Preasident of
the Privy Council and amkad Locke for advica.

l1681-1682

Shaftabury, relssaed for tha asecond time from the Tower,
plotted with the Duhea of Monmouth for tha asuccession. Found
cut, ha flad England in November and died in January 1683.
Locka, although surely under auspiclion, waa not arreated.

1682

Met Damaris Cudworth, later Lady MWasham, at vhoae manor he
lived tha laat thirteen yesars of hias life {(dylng thersa 1n
1784).

Seaptesber, 1683
S5til] under sauapicion for his close aaaociation with
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Shafttabury, Locke lefit England for Holland whera ha rasained
for six ysars. Hms bacame acquainted with many man of
lattara.

January 7, 1683/84
Wrote latter to Mrs Edward Clarke with advice on the proper
care of her young daughters.

July 19, 1684
Wrote firat of a aarieaa of lettera to Edward Clarks on thw
upbringing of his son, Edward. Thasaa were later published

(1693) aa Soma Thoughts concerning Education.

February &, 1685

Charlea II died and James Il ascended the throne, This put
Locke and Clarke in danger. Locke shortly want tnto hiding
in Amsterdam, whils Clarhe was arrasted in England but ha
waAa goon relaassd on bond.

Febryary 12, 1689

Some thras montha after Williem of Orange landed in England,
l.ockea returned in the company of Princess {later Queen)
Mary.

March 1689

The Epiatola de Tolarantisa {writtan in Latin in 1685}
published in Halland. Locke deaclined poat of Ambasaador to

Brandenburg, plesading tl1)1 health. A short time later
accapted post of Comaissionar of Appealsa at E2080 par annum.

Harch, 1698
Emaay cancerning Human Underatanding published.

Early 1691
Took up residence at Otea (or Oatas), home of Lady Damaris
Cudworth Maaham.

June, 1694
Locke subacribed PS5O0 to the new Bank of England.

May 15,1696
Locke vaa appointad a Commimmtonar of the Council of Trade

and Plantationm {(at EFl,080 per annum!l.

July, 1897
Each Commimsaioner of the Council was asked to prepare a
acheme for the refors of the Poor Law.

dctober 19, 1697
Locka presented hias comprehenaive plan for Foor Law raform
to the Council, This plan was adoptad and reportad on
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bacanber 21, 16297 to tha Lord Juaticea for approval. Brought
to tha Parliamsent in February, 1698, ths bill was not
adoptad. (Poor Law raeform was adoptaed in 1834).

Octobar 28, 1704
Locka cdiad at Otaas.



REFERENCES

APPENDIX D

[1]1] The year of Locke'a admission to Weatminister i=s
given as 1646 by R.I. Aaron’s Johpn Locke, (London: Oxford
University Preaaa, 1937), p. 3) and Benjamin Rend in hisa
edition of The Correspondence of John Locke and Edwaxd
Clarkhe, (Cambridge: Harvard Univeralty Prass, 1927), p. 3).
It ia givean as 1647 by Maurice Cranaton in John Locke; A
Biography, (London! Longmana, Green and Company, Ltd.,
1966}, p. 17. Cranston‘a date is correct.

[2] Cranaton (p. 21} “corrects all earlier
biographecra" in atating that lLocke was alectad a "King’s
Scholar" in 1658, nat 1647 aa atated by Aaron (p. 3).

(3] The Julian calendar was in use in England until
1752. The "arror” of ten daya, in additian to the practice
of beginning the New Year in March, laads to many aearrora in

actua)l dates in the literatura. Cranston, for axampla,
dates a lattar correctly as "12 January 1i784/1785" (p. 4, n.
3.

[4] Rand (p. 4) msays 1659.
(5] Rand, p. 5.

(&1 The "taleration" Locke later profaessad for
differing {(Protestant) beliefs was not claarly aevident in
the lLettere ha wrote from Germany during thisa tiaa. Ha
pokad rather malicious fun at the cuatoms, food, and
Lutheran sarvices of the people of Clave. Sae Pater King
(Lord King), The Life of John Lockse, EFtc. (London! Hanry
Colburn and Richzrd Bentley, 1830, Vol. I, pp. 24-58. Henry
Fox Bourns comments on Locke’'s “haalthy mockaery of the
courtiera, prisata, and such-like" in Germany. Sae Fox

Bourne, The Lifa of John Locke (Naw York: Harper and
Brothera, Inc., L&78), p. 116.

[7] A glance at Appapndix € of this thasls will ahow

that tha civil servant aalary of €388 per annum alona put
Locke’'a incoma in the upper one percent of the population.
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APPENDIX E

PUBLISHED WRITINGS OF JOHN LOCKE

The following accounting of the writings of John Locke has
bean adeapted from Jean S. Yolton and John W. Yolton, Johp
Locke: & Raferance Guildae (Boston! G.K. Hall and Co., 198%),
pp. Xxl-#xvi and R.I. Aaron, Johh Locke, 3rd ed. {(Ox{ford:
The Clarendon Preaas, 1971}, pp. 387-369. Thea original work
only ia listed; correctiona and subasquent aditions are not
liated saparately. ARy corrections or other changea I have
mnade to the references are noted. The dates givan arsa the
date the writing was complated by Lochke: much was publiahad
iater in many aditions.

1654
Two poema, ona in Latin and one in Engliash, in a book by

John Owan honoring Cromwell.

Lead-1661
Two _Tracts opn Governmant

1662
Poem: *"On the Harrviage of King Charles II with the Infanta

of Portugal.”

1663-1664

Eanaaya on_the Laws of Nature

le&8

Poem: "In Tractatum de Fabribus D.B. Syndeham, praxin

Hadicam apud Londinena mira molartia seque ac felicitatae
axercentis,”

1671

Two draftm of An Essay concerning the Undarstanding,
Knowledge, Opipion and Assent.

1575-79

Carreapondence, Jjournala, and othar papera from hia travals
in France.

1685
"Maethode nouvella da dresaar deasa Racueila. Communiqua par
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l1”Autsur, (in Jesan Laclerc’sa bliothegue varaall t
Historigual.

icBbB
“Extrait d'un snglois qui n’sat pas ancore publia, intitule

Easai Philosophique concernant 1l Entendment, ou 1°an montre
quella ast l’atendus de noa conneiasances cartalnes, at la
manlere dont nous y parvenons™. Commique par Monsliasur Locke

in Laclerc’s Joyrnal Bibliothegua Universells &t Historiguse.

1689
Epistcols de Tolar

Scripta a P.A.P.O.T.L.A, [(These sbbreviatione r-pr-n-nt

Theologlams apud Ra atrante ofsdasor A

Oporam, Limburgium Amstelodamenass; asnd Pacis Amico,
Parsecutionisa Usorms. Icanne Lockic Anglol. Note: The

abbreviationa wers not included in Aaron, and were includad,
but not explained in Yolton. The ‘transletion’ of the
abbraeviation came from Peter King,_The Li of J Locke
(Vol. 1), p. 291).

1690

A Second Latter concerning Tolaeration.

1698

WO mamat isgesa of Govarnmant In tha Formar, The Falas

Frinciples and Foundatlione of Sir Robart Filmer and his

llowars arae Detected and Overthrown: The Latter is =sn

Exsa oncerning tha True Origqinal tent, and End of
Cilvil-Governaant.

1698

An Easay concerning Humanae Hnderatanding: 1 Four Baookae. (A

Seacand Edition with "large Additions" waa published in 1694,
1780, and “many large Additiona™ in 1706). Note that Le
Clerc had publiahed extracts from thia in 1688. See above

“Extrait d’un angloims...."

1692

A Third Letter for Toleration, to tha Author [J. Proaatl of
thae ‘Third latter concerning Toleration.’ {4 part of a

Fourth lLwtter for Tolaration was publiahed in 1786).

1692

Sona Conaiderations of the Consaquences of the Lowaring of

Intereat and Railmsing the YValua of Money. In & Latter sent
to & Mamber of Parlisment ip the yaar 1691.

1693
Soma_Thoughta Concerning Education,
1695

Short Obmervations on a printed Papar, Intituled °‘For
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Encouraging the Coinage of Silver Monsv in England and efter

for sping it he e

Furthar d tiona Concernin the Val of
‘R ants for it in Him Lata

Report, concerning ‘An Esaay for the Amendment of the Silver
Coina’ Arae Particularly Examined.

1695
The Reascnablenesas of Chriat it as deliversd in the

Secriptures.

15695
Vindication of the Reasocnablanasa of Christianil te

From Mr Edwarda‘s feflectionsa. (This ia in rabuttal of John
Edwards’ book Socinianism Unmask’df A Diascourss Shewing tha

Unraasonableness of a Late Writer’s Opinpion Concarning the
Necasaity of only One Articlie of Christian Faith: And of his

othar Amsaertions in hia late Book, Entitulad The
sonablenas Chriatianit as _dellver’ in the

Scriptures, [ets.]11.

1696

Savaral Papara relating tao Money, Interast, and Trade, &C.
Writ upon Several Occasions and Published at Differant

Timas.

1697
A Secand Vindication of the Reasonableneaas of Chriatjianity

&c. By the Author of the Raasonablaness of Christisnity,
&c.

1697
A Letter to the Riqht Rav. Edward Ld. Biehop of Worcester,
concerning Some Pamsages relating to Mr. Locke’s Essay of

Humane Understanding., In a late Discouree of hias Lordahip’s
in Vindication of the Trinity, By John Locke, Gant.

1697
Mr. Locke’s Reply to the Right Rev. The lLord Bishop of
Worcestar’a Answar o his Latt concarning Soma Passagea

Relating to My, Locke's Eapay of Humane Understanding: in a
Late Discoursel...lin Vindication of the Trinity.

1949
Mr. Locke’'s Raply to the Right Rev. The Lord Bishop of

Worcestar‘a Anawer to his Second Letter [etc.l).

l1e99

{Editor). fAasop”s Fablea in English and Latin,
Interlinaeary; For the Banefit of Those Who Not Having &

Haster Would Learn Either of Thesme Topnguesa.
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1705-07. {Published posthumocualy. Probably written bstween
170 and 17@4),

and Nota n Epiaties of S Paul to -
Gala & II Corinthjana, Ro m, and E an. To
which Is Prefix’d 'An Esmay for & Undarata
Paul’ ist]las, by Copault St. Pau imgalf.”

In additicn to the above, ressasrchers have publiahed his

Lettera to varioua persona, hia Common-Place Book, and othar
writings which ware althar not printed or were not ascribad

to Locke during his lifetima.
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ABSTRACT

JOHN LOCKE AND THE EDUCATION OF THE POOR

Charlea Garfield Farguson, Ed.D.
Thae College of William and Mary in Virginia, November 1987
Chairman: Professar William Loalto

The purposa of thims atudy was to axamine John Locke’a viawa
on the aeducation of the poor and comparsa them with hias
genaral philomsophy of man and education.

John Locke {1632-1784) ia one of the bast-known and
reapectad philosophars of tha Weatern World. For thrae
hundred years his faaous Essay Copcerning Human
Understanding has led many philcoscophars to a view of man as
a "fram and rational" being. Unburdened with “Lnnata
idoas," Locke’s man isa frea to learn to ba all that he can
ba.

Locke esxtended thie ganeral theory into a handbook for
aducation. He published in great detail the training and
rigors toc ba undergone by a child. Thia book, tha famoum
Soma Thoughts concerning Education, told the gentry that a
disciplined study of the liberal arte untainted with
“"uswelessa'" knowledge was the basis of aducation. Thia would
be augmentsd with the scquisition of a "uasful trade." Above
all, the gentleman would "learn how to laarn.”

It seama, howaver, that all this concern for propser aduction
wam aimad at the gentry - the gantlesen whe would nesad theaw
aktilla tao gat alang in a aociety of like man. When we look
at Locka’s ideasa opn the education of the poor, wa aass ]little
of the tendarness that wes to ba afforded tha gentry.

Could thase sesmingly dichotomous views of aducation --
kindneas and undersatanding for tha gentry and forca and
cruelty tha poor ~- be raconcliled with Locke’s philosophy of
tha rational and fres man?

1 hypotheaizad that John Locke’s idesas of aducation for thea
poor ware consisteant with his philosophy of man.

I concluded that Locke’'a ideas for the education of the poor
ara indead consiatant with his views of man as put forth in

the Essay Concernipg Human Underatanding and his views of
educatlan aa sahown in Some Thoughts Concerning Education.
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