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CHAPTER X
IHTRCDUCTION

For msny vears novw awh@mx{w heve boon pade that the
collegee and universities, through thelr eduiscions reguirements
end procedures, hove besn o predominent infivence on the contemt
of the pecondery schocl surriculum, Hery more statements have
been made theat this le en wnfortupste situation for educpiion in
geners) snd yet the higher institutions sre doing 14841 to
sorrect the situation. sﬁllagé e3d universily spokeumen state
that gocondary school currienlun mekers ere using the college
proparetory reguirepents as &n exonde for their own feilure to
teke steps So lmprove thelr aisrviculuwm and thers iz more freedom
for them to reorganize then they sre ﬁéﬁi’%ﬁiﬁgﬁ This io & wudy
of the sptranes me;nirémam and procedures of institutions of
higher learning in ono stete in which evidence will Be sought
&5 to the validity of the two opposed assumptions end the ;aﬁ"urt.
mede to gga;;;»miwv the evidencs se e bamis for povtinent
recogmondations,

I, TBE PROBLEM

Stetement of ihe Prodlem. Tho purposes of this otudy
sre (1) %o dstormine the current sdnissioms requirements of the
instituticas of highor lesrning in the Btete of Virginie; (2)
to indieate to what oxtent these lastitutions hove chsnged their

entrenee requirements in the period from 1929-30 to 1949-50;



.,ﬁ
and {3) in the 1ight of these findings to make recommendations as
to the extent high schools of the State may feel free to modify
their curriculums,

‘ &‘ this study. It is recagnimﬁ by maay that
college~emtrance réquirements have been’ of primxy impormw in

determining the secondary school curriculum, Studies, as will be
iadiaated later in this study, have been made that quite conclusivaly
ahw this ia n@t a dmairable cenﬁiémm &thmgh these studi.ea and_
educational am‘eﬁwm ties show that ?&a influence exercised by hig%mrh
iz:s itn*s&ms ia not altogethar d,aairables, ﬂw aﬁ%ml mmwwleégmnt '
6f ‘this avidame sppears to have been alxw ..zz getﬁng ection from
the higher mammtians of 1ea~.ming 88 welz. as from secondary
schools, Ag & result, aeeumimy ‘school aurfimlnms have not for
the most pam been declsively a&sange&. Mberty tells us in 1948
thet, "fm high schools are still écmimte& ta sn undue extent by
college~entrence x’aquirementm?l ir ec:ll@ge‘s‘ -&mi universities
have altamd t&wir emmme requimmnta me high eoh@ols have
beezz slow ;m altering their wrriwmma end hava plwa& the
blame on the higher ﬂ.natim*iem unfeirly and improperly.

Teachers and administmtem caf sﬁwxadm schooly need
some ides &8s to how mmch freeaom or 1atitude they have at the

pregent for meking curriculusrevisions, insefer as the college~

1 Harold Alberty, Reorgan;zigg the High Seh
Curriculum (New York: The Macmillan ﬁampaw, 1948), 458 pp.



entyrance reguirements sre concerned. Sscondery school guldance
personnel need information regsz'&ing ecollege pdmigsions reqguire
ments to give gi'éiaer guidance to th&s ares. University sdmissions
personnel need to know what is being d@#ﬁ in regerd to sdmissiong
reguirements and policy. These are considerations which suggest
that this study needed to be undertaken,

II. THE PROBLIM'S LIMITATIONS AND PROCEDURE

This study deals

with the eollege~entrance requirements for the school sessions
of 1929+30 and 19/9-50, thereby covering two decades of the
‘twegtmth gentury, It is copcerned principally with the
admissions policies of all the nonwspecialised higher institue
tions of learning in Virginia, One gpecialiged institution

hag been included in the study to widep the scope snd have all
peésible types included. OCertain limitations are apparent in
the diffienlty of determining what have been actual changes

and what have been chenges in hame ‘-ﬂma Linitetions exist
further in the recognition that fagtors other then the one
being studied influence the freedom of the high school currie
eulum builders. 'L‘ha:;efnmy Q;he recommendations made are
limited to sn indicstion of the freedom t.hat exieste for sltering
high school curriculums insofar as meeting collegewentrance
requivements is concerned.’ The study is confined to an analysis



of the higher institutions’ policles and does not investigete
those of the eurriculum nskers of t:gze secondsyy schools.

Prosedure, The proecedure of the study is formmlated
on the basis of a gonersl survey of related literature which
indicates the faé:ling that secondary school ourrdculums are
beged to a large extent on college entrance reguirements and
that this 48 sn undesirsble practice, The statements of
educstionsl suthorities snd the vesults of educational ptudlies
which have been made are the criterion for determining this
feoling,

The dete were obteined {rom college cetalogs o show
vhat ere the current admissions requirements of the higher
institutions of learning in Virginia,

The college .Mtﬁagw‘a wers exsmined for the statements
of admissions requirements as they existed in 1779-30 and
194950, The data were obtained to show whether c¢olleges have
mede meterial changes in thelr eatysnce requiremsnte in the
twenty-year period,

The next part of the study vas an inveatigation of the
setusl sdmiecions practices of the higher institutions as
distinet from the stated practices, 4f such distingtions exist,
College sdmissions officers wore gurveyed thyough the use of
the questionnaire to deterpine to vhet extent and in what weys

_ they moy doviste from the catslogue statements.

Standsrds and comporative dats were tebulsted snd

studied and conclucions farmf’;a&eén



CHAPTER II
SURVEY OF RELATED LITERATURE

Si:m:e' this study is undertsken on the aaempiima that
the secondary-school aarrieﬁl@é are gemerally i:; need of re»
arga#i%atim and thet college domination is one of the main
factors preventing th:;a,‘ -bhé litersture i_;a surveyed from two
viewpoints, The literature which .éizéﬁs the general feeling
about secondary school curriculm by students and authorities
in ’t.he field of education and the litersture on the ccllege
admiaaiems policies will be surveyed.

(}eneml Survey. The genersl suwsy of 1iteratmm ‘..my
be subdivided f*ar this satady into several parta, Lagi.cally,
the first part would be cnnaemed with & study of litera‘tnre
vhich ig directed to the :E‘eelinh that historicslly and
currently, college~entrance mquir‘e;men_ta have bean & demimt-zo
ing force in determining the content of the secondary school
curriculum. Clogely sllied with this and often included within
the literature of the type mentioned directly above is the
conviction that this is not a desirable praetieé i“ar the general
welfare, Then there is that relsted information which deals
with the college edmissions policias themgelves such ag the
recent stmb on & nationewide basis made by e committee under
the sponsorship of the Bduncational Resesrch Fund of the



Tuition Plan end desoribed by Benjemin Fine,*

The literature surveyed consisted largely of t.exp-»beoka
in the educationsl field, and periodical articles.

P+ B, Diederich writing on the subjeet of ®ibolition of
Subject ﬁeqﬁire@éata for éﬁgﬂiﬁsﬁm to College,* mekes the state-
ment thats

The method of selecting students for admission to
the ¢ollege of the University of Chicago merks a new
direction in education. Here, at lagl, is a pz*iva‘hely
supported college which hes gone out of the business
of running the secondery schools. . « + It is e different
matter altogether to serve notice on secondary schools

_that their graduates will not be sdmitted unless they

have teken & certain progrem of studies. . . Without

exercising any surveillance over the programs of its
contributing schools, the college hag been able to
gelect and maintein a gtudent body as well qualified
in scholership as any in the United Stetes at the same
time it has freed the secondsry sahmlz to do the job
vhich they know best how to do,?

Diederich, writing further on this problem states that
hiétorica@g the requirements for admission to eollege were set
up between 1893 and 1905 by a limited number of men because the
high schools et that time needed direction simce each college
had different requirements, He feels that. the curriculum of
the ex,emeﬁﬁéry‘ school.s, not having been bound by entrance-
requirements to a later institution, "hes been transformed and

obviously is a better place for children.?3 He further states .

1 Bezajamin Fiﬁe, Admi gs;gcsn 10 m Col] : ves
(New Yorks Harper and Brothers, 1946}, 225 pp.

2 P, Bs Diederich, PAbolition of Subject Requirements
for Admission to College," School Review, 57¢ 364 - 70,
September, 1949.

3 P, B, Diederich, Op. Cit., p. 364,



his feeling that, secondary schools, in the reorganization of
their curriculums, have been hindered by these college-entrance
requirements. Douglass end Grieder agree with him if their statew
ment that, " The colleges have kept a hand on the collar of
Americen secondary education. im the fom of collegesentrance
rgguiremegxwﬁ‘& is correctly interpreted in its inference.

Diederich, writing another ertlicle spesks of the results
of the E_ighté?eax Study mede by the Progressive Education
Asgociation,

'+ » « + which demonstrated that the traditionsl..

‘gollege-preparatory program is not necessary for

puccess in college. Yet a recent survey of college-

entrance requirenents, made by students in educa~

tion clesses at the University of Chicego, showed

practically ng change in the prevailing p&twm of
requirements.

He further states that,

Even if the college requirements were well
‘considered ( ag they are not), they would still be
harmful to schools to the exteni that they kept
teachers end edministrators from using their own
minds on the subject of whet to teach,®

4 Harl R, Douglees and Celvin Grieder, Americen Public
Educstion (New Yorks The Ronald Press Company, : s 593 ppe

5 P, By Diederich, "Unfinished Business, Concluaions

of the Fight Year Study concerning the Traditional ollegew
Preparastory Program,® uchm; Record, 57t 2-3, January 1949

6 Loc, eits




A conclusion drawn, from & study of the Brown Unlversity
Veterans College experiment, by Burkhard was that, * The Philosophy
behind college admissions msy need fo be rgam;miued;”? In a study
éif & nevw plan for college admissions undertaken ,exyerimeﬁtauj in
Michigan, the following report was mede by Faunce, ¥ For meny years
efforts j;k:; ;@mva theiaigh s-ghqu},ﬁ:cu;’;&au;gm have been %ﬁpereé
by axiatiﬁg requirements for ‘wllegje sdmission in ‘mmigana»*g As
e result of the experimentetion we are told thet, " & remsissence
geenms to have smeuﬁmd in the curriculum development program of
Michigan high schools,#? |

Educational mthoritie& 3&\;3 expx'éﬁﬂééi” opinions in egree-
ment with thege studies, Wrinkle and Gilchrist heve this to say
about it, -

There 1s no guestion thazt the donﬁ.;m‘ﬁion by

colleges and acerediting sgencies has hed & real

restraining influence on the school .... The

evidence presented by the Bight-Year Study i0
establishes the unsoundneas of college dietation,™

7 ‘R, V. Burkherd, "Breach in the College~entrance
Barricade,” Clearing Hougse, 225 476-7, dpril, 1948,

8 R, C. Feaunce, "Functional Progrsm for Michigen
Youth," Educetionel Lesdership, 63 381-4, March, 1949.
9 Lec. cit.

10 Villiem L. Vrinkle and 'Robert 8, Gilchrist,
Secondary Education For Americen Democracy (New Yorks Binehard
and Company, Incorporated, 1948), 554 pp. '



Other educationel authorities such as Barr, Burton and
Brueckner, say, " Gellega and higher gehools through insistence
upon certsin entx-sme requirements hm’e seriously reterded whole-
pome improvements in the curriclums of the lower schmla."u

4 recent study by 5. Homine on trends in secondary school
curriculum practice disclosed the following trend in the high
pchoolss

The slight reduction in emphasis {~,03) plsced on
gollege entrance reguirements reveals the continued
influence of the college on the secondary school. More
than 100 schoole indicsted that they ave sctually
placing more emphasis on college-entrance requirements.

The ptatic situstion et this point ie not in “accord

with the theory sdvoeated by lesding thinkers in the

curriculun fisld who perticipated §m other sspects of
the study devoted to determining sound eﬁgm:tioml
theory vhich can be aspplied in practice.

R. E. Keohsne,'3 writes of the historicel beckground of
callegemam'mme requirements. A description is given of the
vexation that existed in the mecondary schools in the last helf
of the 19th century beceuse of the highly individuelistie
admigsions requirements of most colleges. Qallage leaders soon
came to shere thelr viewpoint and studies were undertaken by

Netionel Committess which led to the movement tovard wniformity

11 A, S, Bm, wmxm He Burton and Lea Js Bmeckner,
Sup arvis;on (New Yorks fapplemnmnentuxy«cmfts, Incorporated,

12 Stephen Romine, * Soms Trends in Secondary School
Curriculum Prectice," School Review, 561 213-18, April, 1948.

13 R. E. Keohene, "Madison Conference and the Committee
of Sevent Reconsideration,® Socisl Studies, 40: 103-12,
March, 1949. - o |
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in collegewentrance requivements, In 1895 the Nationel Education
Apeocistion undertock a study on the subjfect i&mugh 2 Committes
on College Entrence Requirements (called the Gommittee of 13) which
recommended using plagement tests instead of unit requirements,
“This method,” they seid, "had the virtue of practicing vhet is
#o often preached--~wthat of relating the college program directly
to the individualfs actual prepsration and to his probable chanees
of maeesa,ﬂu

Studies have been made in the past few years to indicate
that it is not pecessery for high school students to pursue the '
treditional subject-matter curriculum to be sssured of success
in college and vocations.: Among the ;:énaiuaians drawn from the
Eight~Yoar Study as it is’ mmrted bty ¥, Alkin was that colleges
mast abandon thair pregent admi.ssima policy, It was found that,

7 It is quite obvious from these date that the

Thirty Bchools graduates, ag & group, have done a

somewhst betier job than the comparison group

whether succegs 1§ jJudged by college standards,

by the students contemporaries, or by the

individual. students,15

Furthermore, ®the graduates of the most experimental schools

were strikingly more successful thsn their ma‘mhaaa,ﬂlé end after

14 Ibid.; pps 111-12, Bibliogrephicel footnotes, Madison
Conference and the Commitiee of Seven.

15 Wilford M. Alkin, ﬁ%m gmwm Bindy
{Hew Yorks Harper and Bratha;s, 19 P 3‘%@

16 1bigd., f?q 113,
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metohing the most experimental schools it wap found that the
gradustes of the most exparmeum mho«;ié were even superior to
those of the Less ‘experimentsl aehogm..m
It is such conclusions as those éﬁ:ﬁed sbove which lead
mony educators to feei‘ that the present college admipsions '
mqﬂirementé are in need of revision, The i‘irxﬁiﬁg& of wx‘i@ga
committess which have met to consider the problem have been the
bagis for the statema&hs made by edueators regarding the need
for ahanga; In the case of tha'ﬂamﬁ-htae of Ten (composed
largely of specisliste from institutions of higher ,lemmgj
and which met in 1894, the bulk of the report made was devoled
to subject-matter content of secondary school courses. "Its
vork formed the basis of the contention arising memy times
during the next mf'i;y yeors t&aéﬁ& the cniie:gea had handicapped the
secondary gchool by dictating to them what tﬁey ghould -‘c«caae:iu.-ﬁ‘“'w~
Authorities and gtudies such asg the Youth Study made in
Marylsnd end reported by Howard Belll? have shown that youth ave
move and more wxw_émed sbout vécati@n&l training and the majority

of ptudents sre not siming toward college, and yet as Alberty

17 Loc. glb.

18 Herbert Lee Bridges, Jr., Admlgsion Policles of Virginia
Golleges; (Charlottesville, Virginia, Unpublished Doctorts Disser-
tation at University of Vﬁ.rg;%.nia, June, 1948}, 204 pp.

19 Howard M, Bell, Youth Tell Their Btory (Weshington,
De Cot Anericen Council on Eﬁaaat,ion, 1938), 273 PP
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stetes, "the program continued to be greatly iufluenged by
aéﬁag@wen‘bmw.rﬁq'airememm’fgﬁ Dougless and Gri&eier%
report that in meny states, small high-schools offer subjects
vequired for entrance to the higher institutions elthough less
than 20% of their students will enter college.

Hecognition must be made of the fact thet the influence
of colleges on high-school curriculume is grester even than merely
the ‘igposiﬁon of requirements, The prestige factor muet be E
considered also. Many pavents feel thet if higher institutions
make certain requirements then those must be best for their sons
and daughters and must be retained in the currieulum.

The point is f_#equmt&y mede that edmissions personnel
deviate from sdmissions vequivements and thet they sometimes
profess the greatest liberality,

The attitude geems to bs, "These requirements -
are still on the books, becsuse you know how herd 4t

is to get changes sdopted by a college feculty, but

asctuslly, 1f we know you and trust you, you nay

- deviste as far as you like.",.. Bul congider the

high school in some small town in Indisna which has

‘never gent anyome to that college until the som of

the president of the local benk {and, incidentally,

of the local school board) thinks he msy eventuslly

. want to go there. The father looks over the section

- on requirements for admission and comes into the
office of the prineipal roaring like a bull, There-
afber that school prepares for X College, whatever

thie does to the needs and interests of its other
stuelenﬁs, Yimat ﬁha {:&ta.mg«;e says, ‘and not what the

- 'zce “Harold Albertgr “Reorkenis '
gwiaw (New Yorks The Hacmillan Géampeny, 3.%6 ’ 4  Ppe

31 b«mgl&as and @r&eﬁar s Op. m-i&‘ s Pe 306&
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committoe on edmissions may do in individual casesy

is vhat actuelly determines the offerings of most

of ocur hdgh schools.”

Mzny euthorities end mouy studies result in such state~
ments and conclusions as have been mentioned im this genmersl
survey eand these statements seem to require further investigation,
4 survey of the studies which have previocusly been made on the
subject of college mdmissions would inelude such studies og the
national stady written about by Bemjemin Fine. After a thorough
and careful study of the adwissions subject Mr. Fine mede these
recommendaticnss

Coupled with an extengion of existing educa~

tional facilities should go e relazstion of entrance

requiremsnts, Too much emphasis le now placed on.

the scademic preparation of the high achool student.

Similerly the colleges should discontinue the
cutmoded unit system of measuring the candidateg’
The generally dvowed aim of higher education

today is the development of leaders, At present

gmall provision is made in our wlleges for the

avervege, non-gcholagtic type of high school graduate

sxes Must see to it that the present eoncepb of a

limited college enrollment is soon repleced by ee

& concept that heas ss ﬁ.%:.s oundation the idesl of

higher educstion for 811,72

These vrecommendetion are not mede withoud regerd for the
limitations of the colleges snd universities-limltations of space,
money, persomel--which are important factors in the retention of
entrance ‘requiremegta and could be the subject of & sepmte'

study within ltself,

22 i}iaderich, LR m«»; }?n 2
23 F’lﬁﬁg B0, mo’ Rl2wtls



CHAPTER IIX
SURVEY OF CURRERT ADMISSIONS POLICY OF INSTITUTIONS
OF HIGHER LEARNING IN VIRGINIA, 1949 - 1950

The data presented in this chapter were obtained from
entrance requirements and procedures of the higher institutions
in the State of Virginia, as steted in their college catelogues.
The thirty-four institutions of higher learning investigsted in
this study are of wide scopes There are state universities, state-
supported colleges, church-releted colleges, teachers' colleges,
woments, men's and coeducational imstitutions, techmical schoolg,
militery institutes, negro schools, white schools, and junior
colleges.
Pattern of Units, In looking at the current edmispions

requirements we note & patiern of Carmegie units in existence
which requires or tends to require & student desiring to enter
college to have completed a certain series of courses. Tsble I
indicates the reguired totel unit figure. Of the thirtyfour
colleges and universities in Virginia studied, fourteen "reguire®
or ®desire” that the applicent heve & total of sixteen units and
seventeen sask for fifteen units, Three do not state a specified
number of units but do require graduation from an aceredited high
gchool, which in effect establishes & pattern of sixteen unite as
followsy English, four units; methematics, one unitj science, one
unity U, 8. history, one unit; government, ons-half unit; civies,
one-half tmii;, and electives eight unite.

Esstern Mennonite College, in prescribing the pattern of
units will accept as low &s six units preseribed, thereby
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TABLE I
TOTAL UNIT REGUIREMENT, RECOMMENDATION OR PREFERENCE OF

THIRTY~FOUR INSTITUTICNS OF HIGHER LEARNING IN VIRGINIA,
1949450, BASED OF SURVEY OF CATALOGUES, 1949-50. (

INSTITUTION - Unit Units recom-
' Beguirement mended or
Preferred

Apprentice S¢acol o 0

Averett College. 15
Blackstone College 16
Bluefield College 16
Bridgewater College 15
College of Willisam and Mary 16
Eagtern Mennonite College 15
Emory and Henry College 15
Feirfax Hall 16
Hampden-Sydney College 16
Hempton Institute 16 =
Hollins College 16
Longwood College 6 =
Lynchburg College 15
Harion College 15
Msry Baldwin College - 16
Mary VWashington College 15 ,
Randolph+Maton College 16 = 15
Randolph-Macon Woman's College 16
Bichmond Professional Institute 16
Roanoke College . 16
Bhenendoeh College i5
Southern Seminsry end Jr. ﬁollege 15
Stratford Gollege ‘ 16
Sulline College 15
Sweet Briar College 0 16
Richmond ¥ollege 15
Westhanpton College 15

U. of Virginia (Arts & Sciences) 15
Virginle Intermont College 15
Virginie Militery Institute 16
Virginie Polytechnic Institute 16
Virginie State College 16

ﬁ‘aamngma and Lee Eniversﬁ:;y 15

* Req:sire grad&atmn f’r@m Accredited High Bchaol

% Roquire 15 units if not a graduste
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indicating the possibility of having es meny as nine of the
fifteen elective, Another, Hampden-Sydney, in stating its
pattern reguirements under this total, does not state a certain
pumber of units specifically reguired but phreges the require..
ments in such terms as gﬁi”,s’th@rmﬁgh grounding in English.®
Mary Washington College actuslly preseribes but. five of the total
number, Rendolph-Macon College does not actuslly state emy require~
ment of & gertain number of units but &&%ﬁsgg and recomuends that
the spplicant should have certain courses for entrance and states
its;tﬁtai requirement as belng "the suecessful completion of a
high school er preparatory course of study.® Richmond Professional
Institute specifies no uniform requirement but vequires fifteen
*uniﬁaaif‘anaria not a graduante from s secondary school, which
implies having the necessary number of units to greduste from au
aceredited school as the entrance Qﬁquiw@meate Shenandoah
reguires fifteen "acoeptable® unlits. Sweet Briar College *preforgh
fifteen unlte but wgll consider programs arvanged besanse of some
outstanding intersst of the spplicant or an exceptional curriculum
in t&&=a§$li¢aﬁ%f8‘sé§0$i$

Among the institutions desiring & total of sixteen units
for admission we find a variation existing at Blumefield depending
ﬁp@ﬁ the type of course the entrant will teke but im every case
requiring the sams. totel of sixbteen units. The College of
Willism and Mery could setuelly be placed in the category of those

requiring no specific entrance units imsofer s the pattern is
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concerned, but its catelogue states a8 reguirement gradustion
from an sccredited high school with s minimum of sixteen acceptable
units or its equivalent. It further states thet preference will
‘be given to those meeting & certain pattern, 'Raaxzéke College also
does not sctuslly state sn cutright requiremest in the pstiern but
’atronglyf recommends ‘eeftﬁaig‘unita of the sixteen required,

Therefore, iﬁsai‘m as sctually requiring & total number of
units is concerned there a;»s only %h,rée institutions .ixz the ’_Staw
vhich de not require st lesst fifteen units and those three :mgiiim
gmd‘mm&gn‘ from an sceredited high school which means at .1eaat'
gixteen units at present, With e curriculum thet did mé-_prc}dm
8 single Carnegle unit as such it wai}i& be impossible te gaia ”
ezﬁ'iréaeg to at least thirty-four institutions of learﬁing»in
Virginia,

Within the totel mumber of wnit requirements by the
institutions in question the f@li@w@iagr pattern Qreﬁcmiﬁamm
English, four unitsj m&%hamm;iw ( including algebra ‘emd ylm
gmmetry), two units; history snd social sclences, one z:ziitg
science (labaramxy) s one unity foreign language, two unitsj
and’ala@ti?a‘a to complete fifteen unita. This typlical pattern of
_'Mgh school units is reguired of the high sehool graéuaw before
gaining sdmittence to most of the colleges and universities in
Virginia, It seems probable, therefore, that since this pattern
is practieslly universal {t has had influence on the high school

curriculum in Virginia. If colleges have such patterns, secondery
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schoole have two elternatives; they may design for sll students
a eurriculum to meet these requirements or they mey determine.in
advance which ‘ataégnts are aallegambaﬁad and plan far‘t}z,eg
accordingly. N

| Benjemin Fine has found the typicsl plen for the country
as & whele w be a8 fql;ms&i@ Eﬁg}ish, three mw; mathem@mm* |
o, rmitsg socisl aciencea, two ‘uai_ts;,f foreign langusge, two
units; namml 's‘e\i@me;, two unite; and electives, four up;ts,l

Again recognizing thet several institutions in Virginia

do not sctually meke these seademic unit requirements compulsory
there is nevertheless mention mede of their "preference” or
"desirability® before admitting, In the case of those specifi
cally stating the requirement or desirability of such units we ‘
find, as shown in Tsble II, thet in Virginle sixty-four per cent,
or twenty~two "ixgajbij%gtiws y 1ist ﬁbhg mq}niremeat or desirabﬁ,lity
of four units of English, while twenty-nine per cent, or ten,
desive or reguife ?hrea units, English, as an entrance rquimmggﬁ
ranks importent in the State of Virginis and & student would
‘have difficulty gamﬁg; entrance if he did not have at least
three¢ units, This is true despite the faet that in 21l the
institations studied an admission requirement is graduation from
an accredited high school or ite equivelent vhich would meet the

requivement of three unite of English,

‘1 Benjamin Fine, Adwigsion to American Colleges
(Rew Yorks Hsrper and Brothers, 1946), 225 ppa
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In the mathematies field Virginia appears to require
slightly more mathematice then the countrywide requirement.
Thirteen institutions .13.)3%, two units of mathematice, ten ask
for twomandwone-half, five require three units, and Five
require one unit, These ere shown in Teble II. Generally,
the mathematics required ié‘ one or one~gndwome~half units of
elgebra end one unit of ylaéaz geometry,

In the field of requirements of soclal selence, which
are shown in Teble II, the mejority requires ome umit, with
nineteen institutions listing one unit and twelve ssking for
twos Virginie, by comparison with the national requirement
&8 shown in Fine's study appeers to ellow greater leewny in
this ares,

In the science field we again find Virginia institu-
tions iaaing more lenlent then the national requirement witk
‘twenty of them asking for ome unit &nd two desiring two units,
Table IT shows each institutionts sclence vequirement.,

In the foreign language field, .slthough the typical

pettern in Virgioia hes been stated to be equal to the national
snale, it met be recognized on closer amtiw that there is
greater leniency raéardiag the requirement, This can be seen
in a si;&dy of Table II, Actually, only eleven institutions
list two units of & foreign lengusge &8s required o:deairame
while three ask for three, and two for four unlits.
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Among the electives sllowed it is the gemeral practice
to allow no more thanm four non-acedemic or vocational units.

Other Factors Congidered in Admitting, What factors
other than & pattern of unit requirements, as shown by an officisl
téanseripﬁ of oredits, will help an spplicant to gain admittence
to a college in éirginia? Sixteen of the {nstitutions studled
will give éonsi&eratien to a.érinaipalfs x@éammanﬁation; Generally,
they are desirous of knowing how the p;iacipa& fecls about the
applicant!s chances for success in ¢ollege work. Character
and personality informetion may be indicated in this rvecommendetion.

Evidence of good heslth is required by at least thirteen
of ihe inat&tu%ipns; A gertificste from the fawlily physiecian will
uneually suffice; while in some ceses the examination must be made
at the aailege*

A certificate or statement of honorable dismissal féom
the last-attended inetitution is required by nine of the instiw
tutions. 1In some cases other evidence of good character may ve
offered, and in some capes this other evidence is required inm
aadition to the previcusly menticned certificate. Five‘inatiw
tutions require evidence of good character.

| Ap&iﬁa&a} piaeémant and achievement test rgwults Bre
used by eight of the institutions for determining gémﬁ_saa.on.
Five of the instituti;na recommend a personal interview if

possible,
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Four of the colleges require for admission that the
applicant graduate in the upper half af‘the high school class,
while & like mumber ask that the applicent rask high in his
graduating class, and one asks for everage or better-~than-
‘average scholarship, Regardless éf what eabje$t a person
tekes in the seecndény acheal';t;wilg help hﬁw.gaih admission
%f he ranks well ach@l&atiaazxy,v Gaﬁ inatitution specifgea
its consideration of grades as a determiming factgf,'and one
| states ﬁhat'it_wiil sllov conditionsl admigsion with an.gvéfaga
below %C",

é@ang<ﬂthar requirements, four of the institutions
require the candidate to be st lesist sixteen years of age, and
one of the military institutes limits spplications to wmarried
males aged fifteen through twenty-two years, &t least five feet
tall with:na deformity or afflictiﬁna One institatién requires
a photo or snapshot,

Two colleges aro interested in éﬁﬁaiaing & recardnéf
extrawcurricular activity participation end two desire a
personsl record blamk filled outs Onme of the scheols considers
evidence of maturity and ebility in 1ts edmission consideration.

A letter discussing interests and activities is mede use of °
by one ingtiiution, with a ?ive«hundrad vword essey required by
another, and 8till another agks for a statement mf'edue&ﬁiﬁnax

objectives, The list of subjects desired by the student in college



ia’ wanted by one other inaﬁftmmm .

At least ome college gives e@xxﬂidemtieﬁ‘ :&;o a letter of
recommendation from a teacher, snother considers a letier from
‘an slumng, and still enother considers Pwritten recommendations,”

Grﬁly one institution mentions the uge of a mental besgt
score in its admission procedures

These are factors used &s criteris by the colleges end
universities of Virginia for determining vho is to enter college.

Lertificate or Exmination. In eddition to gaining
admisaion by & certificate or transcript indicating suceessful
c¢ompletion of a ‘high;séheol or preparstory course canaiwtmg of
a sertain pattern, there is an af;,wmtive sccepted by twenty-
three of the thirty-four institutions studied, This slternative
is an examinetion, end those institutions admitiing in this way
are indicated in Table IIL, There are also slternatives offered
in the examination to bo tsken. In some cages the exemination
required is that of the College Entrance Examinstion Bosrdj in
some, the examination is that used by the State Edueation Depart-
menty in others, an exeminetion constructed at the college is
given; and sometimes the applieaﬁt’ is given & choice of these,
Bridges reports that less than one per cent of entering college
students from Southern states took emtrance exeminations im 1926,%

2 Herbert Lee Bridges, Jr., Admission Policies of
Virginia Colleges, (Charlottesville, Virginia, Unpublished
Dgctor*s Dissertation at University of Virginia, June, 1948),
204 pps | '
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TABLE IIX

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING IN VIRGINIA
ADMITTING BY CERTIFICATE OR EXAMINATION,

1%9--1950
R - hAdmitted . ' Admitted

INSTITUTION !
Apprentice Sechool Yes No
Averett College Yes Yes
Blackstone College "Yes Yes
Bluefield College Yes _ Yes
Bridgewater College : Yes " Yen
College of William apd Mary Yeos Yes
Eastern Mennonite College Yes Yes
Emory end Henry Gpllega Yes Yes
Fairfax Hall ’ Tes Yes
Hampden-Bydney College Yos Yes
Hempton Institute Yes “Yes
Hollins College Yes No
Longwood College Yes Yes
Lynchburg College Yes Yes
Hearion College Yes - Yes
Mary Baldwin College Yes Ro
Mary Washington College Yes Yes
Bandolph-Mecon College Yea ¥e
Randolph-Macon Womsn's Gellege Yes Tes
Richmond Professional Institute Yes Yes
Roanoke College Yeg' Yes
Shenandoah College Yes No
Southern Seminary and Jre Gellag& Yes No
Stratford College Yes Yes
Sullins College Yeos Ko -
Sweet Briar College Yes No
Richmond Colilege Yes Fo -
Westhampton College | Yes No
Univereity of Virginia(irts end Sciences) TYes Yo'
Virginie Intermont College Yes Ko
Virginie Military Institute Yes Yes
Virginie Polytechnic Institute Yes Yes.
Virginia State College - - - Yes Yes .

Washington snd Lee University Yes Yes

— },23 TS
' : 1k No




CHAPTER IV

COMPARISON OF ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS OF INSTITUTIONS
OF HIGHER LEARNING IN VIRGINIA 1929-30 and 194950

The remark frequently is mede to the effect that the
trend is toward less rigid requirements for admission and
that in due time = general policy of admission will prevail
which will allow much more freedom to the secondary school
aﬁrrimlm builders, In an effort to determine a trend and
to see how rapidly this trend was resulting in less rigid
requirements for entrance and greater freedom for secondsxy
curriculum making, this study has included & survey of the
adpissions requirements for 1929-30 for purposes of comparison
with the 1949-50 requirements.,

Romine found that colleges and universities ave
actuslly placing more emphspis now on college entrance
requirements than in the p&st@l Ig this true of the State
of Virginia?

In 1929-30, of the thirty institutions on which
informetion is available, there were seven institutions
requiring sixteen units, and twenty-three requiring fifteen.
This shows, by comparison, as seen in Columns } and 2 of
Table IV, that ten institutions in Virginla have increased
thelr total unlt requirement while three have lowered the

1 Sﬁephen Romine, "Some Trends in Secondary School
Curriculum Practice, ™ School Review, 56¢ 213-18, April, 1948,
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‘requirement in the pest twenty-year period. One of the insti-
tutions was not established as a cmé'ée‘ at that time and
information wae unavailable on three others, This leaves
seventeen whose total unit requirement has iemafmed exsotly
the same, Bluefield, Hempden-Sydney, Eampio:a Institute,
Kaili.ns, Maryﬁal&wﬁ.m Randolph-Macon College, Randolph-Macen
Woman's College, Roencke, Virginia Military Institute and
Virginia State have each increased their total requirement
from fifteen units to sixteen units, Mary Washington College
which formerly requirved graduation bearing sixteen units, now
reqﬁirea fifteen units, Stratford formerly requiring gradue
ation still requires sixteen units, Sweet Briar eliminsted
ite specific fifteen unit requirement. ‘ﬁhenan&oah dropped
its requiz;ement by one unit from sixteen to fifteen units,
Longwood, which reguires graduation i’x;e%m an accyedited high
school had the seme requirement in 192930,

In considering the pattern of unite required within
this total Teble IV and Table ¥ revesl the differences between
the 1929-30 and 1949~50 requirements, Within the total of
thirty institutions on which & comparison can be made there
are two. whose requirements in English are lighter, nine whose
requirements are higher, four who no longer reguire but
prefery or "strongly recémand“ s and fifteen which have maine
tained the same requirement in this field. Columns 3 snd 4 of
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Table IV &a@i&maa the compsrison. Blwkéatgné College hasg
eliminated its four unlt requirement in English. Hempden~
Sydney, which mquimé three units in 1929-30 now requires
& "thorough grounding in ¥nglish®, which with their Ygradus
ation from sn accredited school® reguirement indieates four
unité, Hampton Institute has the pattern requirement s set
up by ‘graduation from an accredited- school. Randolpb-Macon
did vequire thres units and nov requives * the sbility to
read, comprehend, snd write the English lenguage®, The
College of Williem #nd Mary ia;na'&wéét Briar College required
three units of English 4n 1929-30 2nd now do not require but
state & preference for four units. - Rosnoke College "strongly
recommends” four units of English wherses in 1929-30 it
required three units, Virginia State é@llege:, which formerly
required four units of English, now strongly recommends the
same mumber. Bluefield, Hampden-Sydney, Hollins, Mary Beldwin,
Randolph-Mecon College, Randolph-Macon Women's College, '
Shenandosh, Richmond and Westhampton Collegs have increased
their English requirement. from three to four units. Mary
‘Washington hed what would correspond to four unite require~
pent in 1929+30 and now requires three uunits.

In the mathematics field, shown in columns 5 apd & of
Table 1V, there is more of a trend toward leniency rather than
the inereased rigidity found in the total and English unit
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requirement. @ig’ht institutions have relaxed their require
ment while four 'r.s:-t‘ 'Ehem have required more mathematics units
for admission, Blackatone has dropped its two unit require~
ment, Bridgewater, Emory and Hemry, Hollins; Lynchburg, Marion,
and Mary Baldwin have each dropped the requirement from twomande
a-half to two unite, Virginis Polytechnic Institute lowered the
requirement from three-snd-s~half to twowsnd-a-half units,
Mary Washington Gglléga inereased its requirvement from one
required to two, Virginie Military Institute from two-andeg-
half to three, The College of William and Mery required two-
and-a~-he1lf in 1929-30 and now "preferg® twoe-snd-e-half units.
Sweet Briar required three units end now "prefers” three years
of mathemetics, Roancke previously requiring two-and-a-half
unite naw'”st.rengly recommends” ii;h.at’ rumber, Virginis State
formerly required two units and now "strongly recommends® the
two units. Randolph-Mscon College eha#ge& from regquiring two
units to edvising” three units. This leaves thirteen institu-
tiong which have at present the same mathematies unlt require-
ment that they hw:i‘ in 1929-.30.

In the social studies field, as indicated in columns
7 and 8 of Table IV, Blackstone has eliminated its two umit
requirement while the University of Virginia eliminated its
one unit requirement. The College of William gn& Mary required
one upit in 1929-30 and now "prei:era“ two units. Hampden-Sydney

which had no requirement earlier now requires ome year of



pistory or civies, Randolph-Macon Womsn's College, on the otimy
hand, whiech had no socisl studies requirement mentioned in ite
catalogue of 1929-30, now requires one unit of history, Roanoke
ne longer reguires ome unit but Pstrongly recommends® it,
Shensndoeh required one unit of history in 1929-30 but now
requires two units of sociel studies, Sweet Briar fprefers® the
one unit now rather than requiring {t. In 1929-30 Virginia State
required two units of history and social sclence whereas in
1949-50 it Ysirougly recomeﬁéeﬁ” oge unit of history or social
science. .

There are then two institutions which have definitely
lowered their requirement, three which have ralsed the require=
wment, one which formerly required one unit now states z prew
ference for two, one which required two units now recommends
one, two which previously requested s unit now state the same
unit figure as a preference or strong recommendstion, snd the
rest, or twenty-ome institutions remein the same.

Over the twenty-year span columns 9 and 10 of Table IV
show the comparstive requirements in the field of natural
science. We again find Roanoke, Bweet Briar and Virginia,

State leaving the unit figure unchanged but now "strongly
recommending” or "preferring® instead of requiring. Williem
and Mary, in moving from its status of requiring to omne of
tpreferring”, continues its policy of raising the figure
preferred over that required. Blackstone hae eliminated its
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one unit entrance. requirement in science, Virginla Polytechnis
Institute lowered from two required units to one, Hampden
8ydney hed no sclence regquirement in 1929-30 but now requires
& Pcomplete course in elther bﬂ.olcgy, megiatzy or physies.
Marion College, with no earlier regquirement now requires one
unit of chemistry or biology. Rendolph-Macon Women?!s College
asks fz;r one unit vhich is one more than it reguired in 1929-30.
Eight institutions are now more lenient, four are more strict,
and eighteen are the same with regard to science reguivements.

.In the foreign langusge field a very definite trend
toward leniency is evident as msy be seen in columms 1l and 12
of Teble I¥V. The following institutions required tqunita
previously end now require nopmet Bridgewater, Fmory and
Henry, end Lynchburg, Maxy Baldwin has dropped its fome:_:
requirement of three or four unite to two, Richmond College
requires no foreign langege units whereas it formerly called
for four @ts. Washington and Lee requires no foreign
langusge while it previcusly called for two unite. Williem
and Mary now'prefers” three usits in one language or two
in two rether thas 1ts previocus requiremént of three unils.
Roanoke College in 1929-30 required none snd now "etrongly
recommends® two units. Randolph-Mecon did have ne require-
ment but pregsently recommends two full courses in lenguage.
8weet Briar did require four or five units and now "prefers®

four or five. This 1s e total of elght institutions having
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e less rigid foreign langusge requirement than in 192930, and

two which had no requirement now preferring two units, vhich
leaves twenty-three retaining the same requirement as in 1929304
There are ten colleges end universitiep vhich did not reguire
foreign language units in 1929+30 and still do not for 1949«50.
& real indication of freedom on the part of ‘the secon-
dary school curriculum builders is in the umber of electives
alloved as distinguished from the preseribed number of units.
& aifficilty in comperison exisis in thet colleges heve changed ©
their policies and cafalegﬁe atat.eme;zw from requiring to.
giving preference to or strongly recommending. The number of
electives allowed io shown in columns 13 end 14 of Table IV,
In 1929-30 the College of Willlam end Mary required e pattern
of units and allowed .siz-and-s-half units of electives, Ia
194950 the same college in its ptetement of Wpreferences?
pregeribes &1l but two-and-a-half to three of its unite.
Rendolph-Mecon -sllowed, in 1929-30, en election of nine units
while 4in 1949-50 » it astates its reguirenents in subjective 1
statements vhich »‘mdiwﬁw an elective of fous unitss It does
steto as a requirement " the abllity to read, comprehend end
vrite the English lenguage”; thinks it Padvisable" to have
elementary algebra and plene ,gecmetxy and general matbematicaj
Trecommends? two full courses in languege and. one eourse in
science, and thinks the applicsnt should have gme year of
Americen History and Government. Roancke strongly recommends
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1ts sixteen unite in u patiern which would still allow five-ande

e~half elective units wheress in its requireé\patﬁérn of two
decades sgo it ailmwed seven electives, -Sweeil Briar in its
requirementg in 1929-30 allowed three to four electives for one
pursuing an 4. B, degree, and three electives for one pecking

& B, 8, degree. At presenﬁ it does not regquire tmt states

that it prefers students having a certain pattern, not of units
but of  so many years of application to each subjeqt,‘ﬁoughlygl
it would allow sbout five units of electives even within the
preferred patterm. Virginia $§até College “strengxy recommends”
1ts pettern and whereas it allowed six electives previously it
now allows éigh% units of electives even within its recomuended
patiern. In other words, there are five institutions which,
broadly spesking, have changed thelr requirements from a requiree
ment to a suggestlve or "preferred® status, and in at least two
capes are even more lemlent in the number of electives alloved
within its "preferred® or "recommended” pattern then they were
two decades ago.

Blackstone College accepts any sixtesp ondie while in
1929~30 it allowed seven of its total .to be elective units,
Pairfax Ball merely requires sixteen uwnits but & comparison
cannot be made with 1929-30 since Fairfax Hell was not
egtablished as a college at that time. Hompton Imstitute does
ot state e unit requivement for 1949~50, execept graduation

from an accredited school which implies eight elective units,
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but did formerly allew six electives im its requirement.

Longwood College, as in 1929-30, still does not set up &
pattern but reguires ‘gradnation from an aceredited high
school, Richmond Professionsl Institute allows 7.5 units

of efleeéiws; i’m 1929-30 vhile now stating graﬁu&‘bién is a
requiremsnt., It now states that there are no uniform require-
wents for aézﬁissisn to all scheol departments and'prcgrama;
Fifteen unite in approved ceses ‘from an aceredited four-yoar
gecondary school are required if the applicant is not s
graduste, A. m,iniﬁm of two or three contimious years of
English ‘ié required, & certain patterﬁ 48 mentioned for
admission to the Sch&al of Engineering in which case siz-and-
a-helf units are elective., Stratford College requires sixtesn
units, mentioning no ;iatﬁei*n even a8 it did not have a pattern
requﬁxé'mh in 1929-30 btut assuming the algat slectives and
eight }'pz'esaribed unif?m The Apprentice School mentions only
full oredit in algebre and geometry as & requirement which
apparently leaves the rest of the requiremeﬁts in the elective

‘ fi&l@ within the accreditation requirement.

Bluefield College has retained its 1929-30 admi ssion
progrem of having a differing pattern of unit requirements
for different types of courses. In 1949-50 the electives

were as followss Arts Gourae»%:, Sciende Course~5%, Business

Course-8%, and Engineering G@Wméé-g For the 1929-30 sa#aicn
the requirements included electives as follewss Arts Course-ld
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or 3%, Science Course-53, Business Course-1%, and English
Courge«8 units, FBastern Memnonite College mentions in its
catalogue & least number of units accepted mnd & musber
recommended. I its total requirement of fifteen umits it
sllovs nine electives under its least mumber sccepted category
end ;smcifies all fifteen unite in its nunber recommended.

These are the mwmsuel or differing types of admission '
requirements situstions which m&e comparisons difficult,
Among those of the more comparable group the following come
parisons can be made insofer as electives are concerned.
Bridgiew&ier College allowed fiveeend-s-helf slective units
and now ellows eight, all of which mey be in commercisl,
vocationsl, or non-academic subjects, Emory and Henry sllows
eight or nine electives with a maximm of four in vocebionsl
subjects as compared to eix or six-and-e~helf electives pre-
viously sllowed, Hempden-Sydney, which did sllow four electives
now will accept two or twoeand-a~half from subjects other than
those specified. A4 form of 1imited electives is allowed when
three additionsl units are allowed from mathienatics, foreign
language, sclence, and sociel studies. Hollins has several
possible patterns for admission, one of which would allow as
much as six unite of electives vhich is near the 1929-30
slective figure of five-and-s-half. Yynchburg preseribes
peven unlts and requires at least eleven of the fifteen from
English, mathematics, science, foreign langwege, znd social
studies which would ellow & maximum elective of four units.
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It stetes in this elective thet & maximm of four inm vocational
or commerciel subjects is sllowed. In 1929.30 its electives
smounted to five-end-s<half units. Marion College allowed
four-and~a~nalf units of electives and now ellows four from
the fields of sgience, matﬁematfies, social studies and language,
Mary Baldwin did allow four to five-and-a-helf end now allows
seven., Mary Washington set up no pa%em in 1929-30 and now
allows ten electives; but not over four in voestional subjects.
Beandolph-acon Woman's College, vhich sllewed six-andes-half
units of electives nov allows foursnd-a~half to five-andea-
half bat stetes that it mey deviate from the units reguirement.
Shenandosh sllows four electives whereas it did sllow seven
eloctives in 192930, Southern Seminary snd Junior Celiege
allows seven, with net over two vocational unitsy while
Stratford allows eight 40 be elective since it requires gradue
ation from sn sceredited high school. There is no 192930
information aveilable on the first mentioned institution and
Stratford had high echool graduetion ag ite requirement of
two decades ago. Sullins has retained 1ts allowence of seven
elective unite but now specifies not over three from the
vocational ares, Richmond College would allow in 192930
seven-snd-s-helf electives end 'in' 1949+50 gilowed fivesandwss
half to six, Vesthampton College sllowed one~and-a«half to
tvomandea-hall and now sllows five o gix uniis. The

University of Virginia allowed eight-sndes-half units and now



9res¢riﬁeé-5at five-andwachalf of its fifteem, but will mot
sllow over four of the nineesndes-hslf slectives to come
from voeationsl or nén-academlc Bubjects,

In 1929-30 most of the electives allowed hed to be.
selected from a specified list or teble presented in the
a&ﬁalagﬁé in almost every case. This hes been eliminated .
new in masﬁ‘aaaésiﬁuﬁ Virginia Intermont College still
gpecifies its six-and-az-hslf electives even ag 1t did in
192930, Virginia Military Institute allows one-half unit
more of electives than it 4id formerly so that it now allows
eight elective wnits, Virginis Polytechnic Inetitute jumped
in electives ellowed from four-end-s-helf o a possitie
seven, Washington and Lee prescribes six of its btotel unit
requirement of fifteen; reyuires eleven of the fifteen from
language, literature, methematics, history snd pclence, and
in ite 1949-50 session catalogue publislies iis "Table of
Entrance Regquirvements®., The electives mey be ssid to range
from four to nine unite vhereas ia 192930 this institution
ellowed but geven to be elected,

From this comparison we can sce a definite trend
toward greater lenienmcy in prescribing and a trvend toward

an increase in the number of electives sllowed. It appears.

40

thet the institutions of higher learning in Virginia feel that

cerbein subjects ave bssic and are needed but will allow

applicants to enter with a wider range of types of secordery
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school subjects then they permitted twenty years agos

There is & trend in the tmantyfyéér‘pariéé studied: to
'feél less need on the part of the colleges to require certain
subjects than formerly end consequently allow greaster freedom
or latitude in having so many units in these subjects for
gain%gg.aﬁmissicn; The exceptions to this are noted in the
total mt.—requimmentg and the English unit requirement which
:.have both inereased imithe past two decades, Aside from. the
larger mmber of total units rejuired and an incresged reguiree
ment in the English undts required there are fewer requivements
in other subjects, for the most pert,. This allows greater
freedon for the secondary scﬁbol curriculum bullder.

The trend toward lasé preseription of subject units and
allowance of & greater mumber of electives is»ﬁaﬁ 2 rapidly
moving one, with the msjority of the institutions maintaining
the status quo so far as the period from 192930 ‘1o 1949-50

ia concermed.



CHAPTER V
A QUESTIONNAIRE STUDY OF ADMISSIONS PERSONNEL IN THE

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING IN VIRGINIA 10 DETERMINE
DEVIATIONS FROM THE CATALOGUE REQUIREMENTS

A qnestmnnaire was sent to Directors of Admission of
the higher mstitutions of learning in Virginie to obtain infor-
mation which may not »h’ave been available in the catalogve. A
sixty~five per cént r;tnrn was received.

What deviations from the published catalogue policy might
be made? Who gotually decides on admittance or rejection? Is the
admissions persomnel satisfied with i1ts admissions policy? What
is the feeling of that porsomnel as to who should go to college
and who shouldn*t? What procedure is followed in making appli-
cation and then in making the decision on acceptance? Is the
personal interview used? These are examples of the information
which was sought through the use of a questionneirs,

Kureni, in his study, found that thore was considerable
disparity between the printed and the actual requirements, He
.discovered t.hét there was rmeh uniformity in the printed require-

1 Avchibald Mae

‘ments but wide variation in actual practice,
Intosh, writing tSomewhat in defense of the college admissions

progran and personnel, recognizes, in speaking of the parents of

1 Habib Amin Kurani, Selecting the College Student in
America (New York: Bureau of publications, Teachers College,
Columbia University, 1931). 124 pp.
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& college applicant, that, "as a first resouree they will maturally
think of the oollege eatalogue, smd they msy be sxcused for assum-
ing that this should supply answers to all the queations a parent
may want to ask about the college."® This questiomaire was used
for the mﬂaa of mms to tin& cm me m‘:mﬁm, not in the
eata}.agm. i,s naueasaxy for parames w lmmn

The third question in the questionnaire was a check upon
the mzmbé’r of Carnegie ﬁaiw requ&;rai for admission to ﬁetemm&
whather ﬂm-e woum ba any éwiaﬁans betm the rigura given in
the gatalogue and that gﬁfen by tha yerm &n uham ef aémiasims.
This was a&so to ame as e ohsax: on the stu&y of the aatalﬁgnc
mr any armrs paaaibly mde in ﬂeﬁm&uzng what was aaﬁusm the
requirement when {,ehag xgquimegt wes not steted in terms of zmﬂa.
There were few deviations found.

Blsckstone Coliege for oirls requires any sixteen units
ascording to ite satalogue whereas fifteen ms stated in the
questicumaire revum as the Tequirenant for the college division.
The qumﬁimaixo return verifies the faet that the qumnt

Msh schmx gra&nnﬂoa is mda uﬂh the :mtum ar requarzns
siﬂaen unita, but shows thet in m S.naﬁan&na ﬁze aﬁmﬁaaimg por-
smolywzu apparanﬂy; a@m&t with one mi.t J.esa ‘than the aa'ﬁsmgne
states. ‘i | |

The fourth question dealt with the number of Carnégie

3 Arohibald Mao :tmmh g% g & emio w
{New York: Herper and Brothers, '3.
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units "recommended” or "preferred™ for admission. There is a

difference in what colleges rac,,mm and what they @cama snd
prefer. Averett "prefers sixteen™ units while it requires only
rifteen. Huory end Henry “prefers” sixteen or more while it
requirea only fifteen in the catalogue. Lynchburg College states
thet 4t "prefere™ or “recommends” but ten wits while its cata-
logue requirement asks for fifteen, &mmdeah prefers sixteen
a8 fices Sulling and Virginis Intermont, while all reguire only
fifteen in the catalogue. The tendency here is to prefer ome
unit more than is required.

The fifﬂ}.:g;xqaisigg was a further mxaok on ‘the pattern
of unite %o see if any deviations from the catalogue require-
ments existed in the pattern requiremente, Blackstone ﬂs;;gée
requires, acoording to its .mﬁg}éamg graduation from an se-
eredited high school and allows any standerd units. Apparently
the porson in charge of admission feels that gvgaiﬁsm wottld be
somewhst autematigally established in this vequirement for the
rospondent stated thad '§h¢; question wes not understood and "we
require graduation from resognized high school or other second-
ery. sehool for wpoonditional edmigsion t_;' &Qié.qsg &iﬁa&m# ALY
others must. mke up- high sohool requirements vo satisfy Virginia
State program.” ¥airfax Hall, whisch does not mention any pattern
' in its ﬁa%aiag;ue statement does state a mquirmnt 5‘;,:& its ques-
tionmetre return of four unite of English. Longwood, 1ike Black-
stone, z:eéwnizz;aﬁ greduation "implies a basic pattern of unite-

.
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si:me & bagie pattern must be gzvmiky ascredited high schools,”
:&anﬂqlghv‘mam ngega requires in its @aﬁaime the ability to
read, comprehend, and write the M&h language and ﬁiﬂr&ﬂa&
this in the questionnaire %o mean at least four units of English.
Shenandosh College requirea, aceording to ﬁa caia_l«;zgue, four
units of English and allows four electives, According to the
questionnaire this is changed %o three units of English and five
unita of eleotives.

Question five had a second part to it for the purpose of
determining whether the admissions personnel were retaining their
pattern of units because they felt that 1t best promised success
in eollege. There wers nineteen institutions who answered this
question, wiﬂ; iny one registering a nagaﬁ’ga reply. The Ap-
prentice Sehool, being a techniesl &astitma.; qualified its reply
by stating that they folt it best promised suceess “"for this type
of school.” longwood Gollege also qualified its reply by stating
that 1t beat ‘pmmige& sugcess "when other fastors are’wmxﬁwea.”
I 1s apperent that the institutions of Virginia have, through
their experience, determined that a pa%gm of units does hgl]; to
dstermine sucoess in college, It may be, on the other hand, that
the institutions view traditionally, thet the pattern helps de-
termine success, because studies have indicated that such is not
the case, and it is largely in the ostablishment of this pattern
requ&mmtﬁhaﬁ: the domination of the secondary school ceurrieulum -
takes place.
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The sixth question asked if the admissions personnel .
would deviate in any way rrm the pattern and %o indicate the
minimum amount on which admission eould be gained in the event
of o deviation, Sixteen institutions replied that they would de-
viate from their pattern and five replied that they would make ne
deviation. The Apprentice School will admit in some cases with one
unit of algebro and one of plane geometry or wo ﬁi;iﬁsv of églgabm
rather than ite three unit mathematics requirament. Averett will
permit a daficiensy in mathezatics %o be made up in $he college if
the applicants are high school graduates. Bluefield will deviate
1n the wathematics'and foreign language subjects "if the work 1s
made up here or somewhers ¢lse within a year.® William and Mary,
which prefors students having eertain wnits, will deviate e unit
lower in English, sooial aa&_eﬁaé and natural sais'née; aamn&-an
balf units lower in mathematios; require no forelgn language, and
will allow an equivalent increase in electives. Eastern Memnonite
College states that it will deviate to the extent it will "admit
students upon a satisfactory score on the G.E.D. Tests.” Emory
and Henry says that "eny deviation must be made up by work done:
I.mﬁ*a.‘, imwi;aaeepm_ 12 @agnegila mits plus G.B.D. tests, pro-
vided rating is acceptadle.” Hampden-Sydney will deviate in its
forelgn lenguage requirement. Hollins College will admit with
just two languoge units "if her record is unususlly strong and if
her two units of langusge have been completed with high grades.”

‘Lynchburg will admit with & mathematics deficiency which
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the student oan make up.  Mapion Gollege will *deviete from the
pattern 1f the student plans to take terminal gourse,” Rendolphe
Meoon will admit with as little as thres unite of Englich and $wo
wilte of mathemetics. Rendolph~Macon Women's College will aduit
with a defivcisncy of one unit in methematios and with but two units
in a foreign langusge., It suys “cosasionally we will consider the
resord of a superior student who does not mect our spesific re- ’
Ww; but who has A good ssleotion of units. Tor instence,
ﬁaaﬁr&aﬂfwm&:mmwuamwbu%mxmmﬁu
in a&iema snd other substantisl units, the Uommittes would pro-
bably sovept her,® Roanoke devietes from its Poreign lavguage
requirenent to the extent shet 1% will aduit without 48, Sheusn-
doah says that, “in speciel cases, other standard wmits may be
substituted for tm&@u langusge units,” However, “not more than
four units of vodational subjects will be mﬁmm wmaﬁ.*
Stratford will lowsr 1%s requirements in mathematios, soeiael and
natural soianoes, foreign lengusge und allow as meny more elsotives
in "exosptional deses.” Sullins, like lerion, will deviate for
thoss taking terminal courses. Richmond Collegs will nﬁm sl
nission to "atudents who lagk Ywo units in & language ox .the slg.
snd plane geom,” whoe "may make this work up by tsking addftions)
sollege work without college wredit,” Virginia Intermont "will
admit graduato of acaredited high sohool with any 15 stendard
units o terminnl courses only.”

Question soven msked for the per oent of those who erve
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admitted deviating from the reguler requim pattern. There are
only eighteen inetijutions able to estimate ghe* percentage. It
renged sll the way from no &amﬁime to 80%, or from "exoeedingly
emall” to a "rather high per sent,® There were two institutions
which had permitted no students %o be aduitted deviating from the
regular pattern, Two. institutions had admitted deviation cases of
approximately 1%, one had admitted 2,8% deviating, one had admitted
&%, two had allowed 5%, four had 10%, one-25%, one-35%, one-50%,.
end one 90% deviation,

Averett had admitted about four per cent with deficlien-
¢les in mathematies, Bluefield and William and Mavy sech had
about five per cent deviating from ite reguler pattern.. Emory
and Henry hed @ one per cent deviation, while Fairfax and Mery-
Baldwin had no deviations. Hampden-Sydney, Roanoke, Shemandoah
and Richmond Oollege each had a $en per sent deviation. Hollins .
replied that 1% had “not more than 1% if thad many.” Lynchburg
said it was “excesdingly small” whils Rendolph-Macon seid it had
"a rather high per cent due to large nusber not offering langusge
from high school," Marion had about thirty-five per cent devia-
ting. Randolph-Mecon Woman's College answered that "last fall
six students or sbout 2.8% 414 not offer the specifiec units indi-
aeatfq-& in" the gquestion on the patiéern. Sullina deviated o the %
pxtent of twenty-five per cent, Virginia Intermont fifty per cent,
&izila gtmtmm alaimed the greater part of its student body de~
viated, as meny as ninety per cent.
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I% appears thet the mﬁtﬁﬁum i'ar the moat part are nok
T.z*ig;d};y adhering %0 the psttern requirement. This may indidate
thay do not regard the pattern as absolutely essential end i the
sedondary sehool cuwrriculum worker wants to "ebande 1" he dan allow
& greater oholss in electives in the high school on this hagis‘.

The patyern is thers but exceptions will de mée'._l Colleges, know-.
ing their students mush come from sesondary schools, indicate they
will often aceept what, the high school provides,

"Whe makes the final decision on edmittencge or rejsction?"
wes the eighth question. The only important reason for determining
this so far as this. study is concerned was to inform the awandary
school people how meny individuals would. give consideration to its
‘applicants end in whose hands the fimal deeision Tested. This.
would be important for articulation and cooperation programs. Ia
twenty of the twenty-two colleges and universitiss replying to the
questionnaire from the fotal of thirty-four being studied a gom-
mities on admissions makes the Pinal decision. In one institution
& Dean of Admissions has the authority while in one college the
President deoides.

It would not sesm that & case ¢an be made for ¢ither the
Committes or single individual method of handling admissions.

There are advanteges and disadvantages to each plen, The Committes
plan seens to be 4 more democratic _mathnd and brings nove ﬁmgnta .
to bear on the ¢ase. However, & person should be well-versed in
the principles wnder-iying admissions and trained in the position,
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‘ which is likely to be most diffiatziﬁ for all porsorson a committea,
It can be assumed, however, that a Dean of Admiesions is probably
botter fitted for the work than would be a College Presifent who is
iikely to be too greatly occupied with other duties, Regardless of
who is involved in the work the proper approach must be made,
Kurani feels that the selection procedure hes become an elimination
process :bat?zer than one of direction. %am is a failure ta;help
those refasel admission,® A Dean or mmmf of sdmissions éimxm
give guidence to ell applicents whether accepted or not. The Deon
of Admissions should be a liaison ;ﬁff‘iﬂsr between the secondary
school and the college, bringing about a closer articulation bee
tween the twos mmli folt that the esdmiseions program and per-
sonnel skoul@ inprove ﬁegahing inatead of mak:ing it harder to i;each,é
8o long as the @wmm of the saema&ary school must ﬁatm Judg-
ment passed upon him by someone from the ﬁghér institution of
lmning any articulation or mymﬁiw ”v;s.ﬁ; noct Zgikaly have to
spring from that person. Gél},eges and _univéxsm;;es, ginece they are
of & selective mature in admission, have the primary rosponsibility
for arranging coordination and ccopération.

From the results of question nine it is aﬁw&n‘h that aot

too muoh change oan be expected in admissions policy in Virginia,

3 mm, Sbe m’# IL; 57
4 Furani, op. oit., p. 47.
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Por in reply o the question regarding the admissions perscmnel’s

satisfaction wish: the generzl tn&%mt!.ml polioy on admissions
there was not one institution whish indiested dissatiefaction.
Pwanty-two institutions Teplisd in the affirmativestyes, we ire
satisfied,” Ome of the volleges stated thab 1t was setisfied "gen
erally” bub that "progress requires improvement." Another of tho
institutions while skating its satisfaction says, "perhaps this ean
be qualified h? the statement the public schools heve shénged thelr
graduation requirements, We aceept graduates of high schools. ‘We
hive to,"  This indfcates & tiend towerd more freedom fo the high
schoold,  Still another states 1ts satisfaction m&'tﬁi&é%ﬁaﬁ;“ﬂm
have boen working on our edmiesions policy for severdl yearge-The
‘new program 18 set forth in'the 196051 catalog"

. ‘Quegtion ten deald with the philosophy of the admissions
personnel: It iz necessary to understand the varying viéwpoints
on admisejons philosophy before enalyzing the questions asked in
this pert of the guestionnaire. The Admissions policy eetablished
by any institution will rest upon iss totel philosophyy If {48 -
philosophy is & damooratic one its admissions poliey will be ine
gly. There appears to be great dlsparify in the

Tluenced accordl
opinions of sdudators s %o what constitutes a demcerasic poliey,
‘howsver, althongh mll would probably elain $heir philosophy %o be
demoeratic, Somé feel thet a damoeratiec approach would mean that
all who desire o gain’ further education should not be prevented

from 8o doing. Another group feels that if such wers the easge



52
aducation would ‘necessarily" béﬁom& meariar und the general welfare

‘would euffer acdordingly. There is alve a third group who feel that
‘thé demporatic progess would be.one im which all who detived %o
‘attend a higher institution of learning should be allowed to do so
“hh not necessarily et the partfeular snstitution desired. BEaech
individual should be fitted to the institution and esch institution
‘fitded to the individual which womdd be: best for each obher,

ross the viewpoint of

- Bridges quotes from Van Doren o ex)
those in the firet growp mentionsd above, by saying:

. WHat was- onee for the few must now be for the many.
There i8 no eseape from this-~least of all through thﬁ
secrifice of quality to quentitys  The necsasity in meﬂ;
o pmdma 88 puny masters as possible, even though

‘ this #may be millions, . An-enciant sentance sbout liberal
education says it 1 the education worthy of a free man,
and theé vouverse 48 equslly as ancient; the fres man g
ane who is worthy of e 1liberal education. Both sentences

in true, the enly difference boing te imow how many

nm are capable of freedom. The capacity wes onee &
favor bestowed by fortune, - The gantlewan was & .rare.
fallow whoge fether was rich or famous,,...Ne saai.wy

san suceesd Benceforth unless 1ts last oitizen s ag .

free t0 becoms & prince and a philosopher as his powers

‘porEit.” The gheatest number of these ig none too many -

for ﬁeme:w.tg* mr :ta tha mme af gmwimg thm

m&:bitant» } e

. Hae Inbosh expresses: ma‘&h&ag of . the vﬁm&&nﬁ of the

group who feel the. sélective progess- is the democvatic prosess at
the present time, 'Ha says,: .

B Eer‘bm Tes m:mea ;m. Admigsion Policies of
g L 8y, (tthar;mteaﬂue irginis, Unpublished
aﬂon et University. M‘ Virginia, June, 1948 )

© 13“
R A
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Cartainly the sducationsl institutions will not twrn
out ecapable, wellwpoised, and useful ecitizens 4f they
subjest young men and women who enter their halls %o a
meaningless and frustrating taste of college 1ife and
then turn them loose more bewlldered snd misdirected
then they wére before they made the attempt to he 6
!samaﬂm'"m&ut to mention the affest on the gollege.

Eurani expresses the viewpoint of the group whe fever
hizhm education for all in ‘the appropriate msfmuﬂan for them,
Speaking of the demosratic soncepiion he aaye M

An organization of edusation shounld, themtm,
aftempt, a8 far a¢ possible, to provids opportunity
for every momber in the sooial group to profit from
fts advantages, An organization whiech through certain
dovices pr snta an individua) from growing, i¢ mﬁ
demooratia,

He then says,
on the other hana ‘our native endowment reprosents
sudh a wide range of gaasibintiaa for achievement that
ss8ldom has any individual ettained to the fullness of

his inherited possibilities,®

He concludes by saying that in s demooracy selection

ocases to plade 1ts main emphasis on el ntnation, There are thres
factors to be considered: (1) the student's ebilities, (Z) the
students desives, and (3) the kind of and pature of existing faoil-
jties, Then after comsidering the three factors an attempt is made
%o point out the inetitution which will best serve his interests,’
The first part of queation ten was designed to determine

6 Mao Xntesh, £p. _g,g., Pe 10.
7 Kurand, op. git., . 201,
8 Kuraui, op. sit., p. 105
9 Kurani, op. git., p. 105,
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whether the amims waaml ta%m ﬁm m:x my a%an&“ views
‘polnt. mw qnestm aslked wms "Do the adaiasianﬁ pers
‘.that e?exwm m feels m-; he can wuably aﬁm& aamega
ghould be admtﬂa&?* The mmmam of ?irginia vem falrly evenly
aivmad on th.ta gmw@ with easm of mm vepmng yo8 m twelve of
i:hena ne. (‘mo e:f;' tha mliagea r&ylmng atfimtiwly qmlitim its
reply by adﬁns thn afmmﬁ, *‘Bo same milege." An institution
replying in tha aegaizive said, “m:vk s.t ha 13 a&mpiy kﬁ&&ﬂm hime
self,” An:m:m' mplym ng® mm that "m *ﬂe&* 1t but have
pooy jndgmnt of %hair &hmﬁyﬁ The larger nmbw ‘of {nstitutions

f:max, feel

replying a4id not acospt the viewpoint that all people should be
allowed tc amm higher immuﬁem of learning,

*mu maema pw!: et tha emamma ma a8 to wham a8 parsgon
ghould ba rajwwl at ‘bha wtne’# u inadequate finaneiel support
was the mny azsquzmng mﬂw. ‘The institutions of Virginie
me again mixly emuly Mﬂ&e& but tks Maw pmgaﬂiaa uz& adapt
8 mwhaﬁ ﬁmmﬁa. aidbeit snmmﬁ :mpmws.ca:&, ﬁmm‘
%Msan sohools mia %hmr wm& not m}acﬁ unyam not %:mi.na ade~
quato finanoia) support 1 ether qualifications were met while
amn asepﬁaa kha% @h&s mum he e ﬁammms factor. One of

this &at‘kar grm:p mm bs mmﬁeé& w adopt th&a nmﬁaﬁ since
it 1s a priva'&e Bohool, A aauago which would not reject makes
the q%liﬁmtian that &t mum not reject "provided help oan be
obtained,” One of the couagaa “whion will admit replies that “we
wonld sgeept on the record, but eoild not guerantee financial

o
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Bupport,® St11) another of the eolleges whioh would niot Yet this

deficiency be & cause for refestion faces the prectisslity by stat-
ing, "bug it ﬁmn?fb holp his finances foxr us Lo feel sos" On the
basis of these questiomnaire yreplies 1t would not eppsar o be justi-
fieble for & awmw&mﬁlaMamw or guidanoe director to
12164 but finaneially restrioted student from

isoourege a well-qual
Bome eolleges ere highly selevtive ssholastieally or
soademically and eliminate the so~colled non-seholestis student ad

the outset, Others are less selective end the non-scholastic are
then eliminated along the way, mirﬁmosm is tha%, "the non-
suholastic type of stulent bas the opportunity for same sollege
perience, even though 1% may enly be for one yeer.” 0 fhe thira
part of question ten was designed to get the aginmn of the Vir-
ginia golleges on this matter. ?;*h& question aﬁk&ﬁ: Do the admis-
sions personnel fesl that some should be wnt%&& sven though lacking
full qualifications on the assunption that even though they might
fot remain throush ereduation 1% would neverthelsss be & profitable
experience for them?® The result wes eleven yes and seven no, The
larger proportion of answering ¢olleges indicate that they feel the
non~scholastia student should be given sa epportunity at bhigher
eduestion, Ons of the institntions agreeing to this says that "very

Y

10 Mac Intosh, Op. £it., p. 23,
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few" should be admitted under these conditions, Auother states,
“with due limitations.” “Hapdle with cave, don't make this an ex-
cuse for pure lamess,” replies another. Most of the colleges of
Virginia would probebly agree with he statement meds in suggesting
& study on the gauses of asademic .m*ba};ity 4n ¢ollegs that,

" Swoh s study might oven show that, among. the
Poughly 50 per cent who do not finish dollege, many
Rxaw had an experience that is of some real valus to
them, even though proper guidsnoe would in all pro-
g:‘:éﬁtg mafm led them $o use thelr tine to
x‘ha lJeat part of question ten was an effort Yo determine
whamm' ﬁw s;naﬁmzm of Virginia felt ﬁhat a greatﬁw number of
m&ensa anuum be adnithed *&han in yxaamﬁy the sase; . lesser
nurber, w rmin about the sams. ';m mpnea o this mﬁw
may have been sffected as much by & regard ﬁw the facilities of
the institution as they wers by a mmw. There were nine
sehools who £61% a greater muiber should be admitted with seven
opposed to ednitting a grester nwmber, Fourteen institutions would
not want the wummﬁo adnit fewer students than they are present-
1y admitting while two would 1ike to ses fewer stulents admitted,
Six instituiions feel that the present nmw of amﬁlem 15 sate
isfactory while ten do not, Cne wuagg, a taaaharﬁiraim insti-
w&ian. thought thay about the same number should bn a&ai%sd 88
et present but fewer should be adnitted "if we ere thinking of
toaoher«training colleges.” An institubion ﬂhi;ch rm that a

oy

11 Mo Intosh, op. git., Pe 0.
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greater number should be enrolled "only if quelified” felt that -
“move should be enrollsd in the uppar quartile, especially,
sollegs which d4d not reply to this part of the qaéﬁﬁaix said it
souldn't azswer badatse 1% "aeyanés on ntmmmammm o

Anwa to’ thia pam ef the qnawimim wwm aeem to
' ihdcate that the institutions of higher learning in Vire
a more &mmﬁm pbmamy in theory then théy do ih maﬁeé.

' " Question sleven' gave this picture of the prodedure 4o be
followed by a prospective ammmmgammm A letter 16 -
Teceived by the sollege from an interssted student,’ The' satalogue
is mi:t.sﬁ which mnﬁam & forma) appneamm hlank or azx appu~
ﬂaﬁwu k&aﬁk &a azialoaaﬁ. M&iﬁm lmmm my ‘be' sent, The
applicant” ﬂm out t&a apﬁlie&tim azm miz.s it m wmx ﬁhb Fa

siﬁtwatim; £ea Mﬁﬁsﬁa In one oago a mﬁ aﬂ' a&iﬁﬁu ‘parrti-
cipated in mﬁ an &nﬂimﬁoa of {mmm intsmmfﬁn m@k ba en-
6loged as well.’ A qma%immaim must ba xmaﬁ ‘in for two of the
instititions, Upon xfa@im_' the application ‘the gq&iéga.mqtmﬁs
a transdript of ‘thie hiéh sdhool resord, " In dome cases the sppli<
cant 4s Fequested fo Have & piysice) exaiinatich and forward ‘the
heslth blank ‘of Dector's’ dertificate o the college. Thé applisant
or’ the litgh suhéol may be Yequested ¥o ‘send Fecords of any tests
which might' heve been fakien. ' AY lesst oné ‘instftution requests the
Seholastie Aptitude test of the Jolldge Entrante Examination Board
bo tekenj snother requasts the Heholaswie Aptitude’ tést redord of
the ivdividual from the State Depar

bment of Educaticn; sndther

Wy
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Yequests that somotimes the College Board Achiovement test results

ba maég available ag well as the Soholastic Apbtituds test; snother
Sféqui;‘?@s Amariean Gounoil on Education Psychological Bxamination
aééreét and one inm;i.%uti«tm requires an intelligence test result.

Personnel ra@orﬁa must be fine& out for some institutions.
One t:t the sehopls asks for a birth cortificate and a photograph.
Anq@ha:r a,aka for sn example of the applieant’s written work--an
ossay or Inglish paper, _Rafgmﬁogs or _iettars of recommendation
ar§ usually required and génem&l& three ere necessary. The prin-
eipal’s letter, & letter from s teacher, and from a minister seem
to be p:;farerrs&. In cn.e‘ instance, one Vata‘.f the three must bo & letter
ng;;g financlal rating of the applicant. In some cases the college
aakja "&.‘c_w recamonder to write, after having been given the name by
%ﬁgappliean‘k &nd in certain cases forwards a form to be filled
mt%.; In other cazes the applicant is tdlﬂ to ask ﬁaogle to write
the ;ettera._‘.m sewera;, cases the applicant ie urged to have a
pax«sonal interview, when possible.

| The next question gives an idea of the procedurs followed

by the collsge in meking the decision on scceptance, The proded-
ure on ‘ﬁha part of ﬁh& colloge is usually for the gommittee %o
review all information evaileble on the applicant., This is done
individually 3.n gome instances, by the whole committee as a group
in éth‘em,' and in %;o*!:h ways. oacas’tonalify.

If there ave doubtful cases some institutions sesk move

information or require additionsl tests. In other instances they
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arrange for personal contact if possible. At one of the colleges
tl;a complete applications are reviewed by two members of tho com-
@iﬁtee and then the chairman makes the final decision., This pro-
gedure 1s reversed in another school where the spplications are
submitted by the Chaimmen to the comuittee, with recommendations,
Irregularities are cerefully reviewsd end donsidered, One Virginia
institution says that all evidence is considered by the Gommittes,
questions are allowed all mexphegs; and then the committee wotes.
Another repiies that 1ts procedure is o have "applications sub-
mitted® a#d "pai%inenﬁ date obtained.® A girls? cvla.egé statesn
that the committee begins its work in February or March end that
each member studiss the entire file~then they meet and discuss and
a decleion is reasched, Ono other says *kbét the application papers
are reviewod individually by eaeh.mamba? of a five-member committoc,
Then balloting takes place with each dmiﬁee mormber casting a
ballot individuslly and inur offioial votes are reguired to aﬁmit,
Another institubion tells of a series of meetings after each aseries
of. College Board tests,

The procedurs of one institution is to oxamine the records
and notify '2".2:& applicant of his agcepbence or z:g:eatiom "Accept
or reject-notify,” is the firet statement on progedure of another.
A more eomplete procedurs is indieated by one mt;‘;%u:bim whi)eh
seys that tho admission committee "will.either accept, reject,
suggest more work, or refer the applicant ‘f;o the Dean for an inter-

view before final action 1s taken,™
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After o careful study of Virginia college and umiversity
éa‘hhiogues"&ad beon made a 1ist of twenty factors used by these
institutions for mking their decision on sdmittence was formulated..
The thirtoenth question asked the college representative to cheok
the 1tems whish h regarded as significant in dstériining suscoss
in épliaga.»‘ A summry of the responnes to this question is shown
s.n ‘Table VI. |

acwr&ing to the résulis of the questionnaife the aduds-
sions ms@nnel of the' Virginia mmzmzzma of h&sham' learnmg
:t‘ee;. tha’o. t.he prphabnitias for éetem&ning anmqss 1n college oan
vest be aétmﬁoa Sy an e{ppiiaawk seholarghip, charadier and
persomality. ‘Twenty inatitutions ranked each of these sz itens of
significande, Renk in class was the next most highly regarded item
getting the vote of nincteen imstitutions., Eighteen institutions -
then selected each of these three items as significant: prineipal*s
resommendation, health, and emotional maturity. One of the insti-
tution’s selocting "pattern of units" as o signiffcant item sald 1%
wag an item of si@iﬁoance vif not too hide~bound,” The geographe-
jcal locevion of residénce was mgxiﬂwé&_aa an item of signiffcance
by five institutions, with one qualifying this by saying "in some
‘¢ases,™ Oné institution mentioncd that the G.E.D. test 18 a poor
indication of suctess in the work of the Freshman year in college
and one felt 4hat péwsm?aranae was m;m@mt enough to mention.
Another fe:w that wbxvaﬁon wag an item of significance in this
"rasgaat.
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PACTORS REGARDED BY COLLEGH ADMISSIONS PRRSONNEL AS SIGNIFICANT
- mz DETERMINING. mmﬁmw ﬁ&‘ MOI'ES m QQWE

Items of Signifieance

mmhw of vxrﬁnia

. Institutions Regarding

_a8 Signiﬁmt y
Soholarship 20
Character 20
Personality * 20
Rank in Glass 19
ms.nazpai'a Remman&atmn 3.
Health 18
Emotional ¥aturity 18.
mntem.genm Peats 17
Aptitude Tests : 14 .
Mra»ﬁtmwimm Partieipation 14
Pattern of Units ' 12
Recommondations {Othey than Primipal 12
and Alummi)
Personal Intérview Rasuiﬁs i1
Recommendation of Alwmi 1
College Entrance Eyamination Board Tests 9
Age 8
Teste (Other than Iatelligence, Aptitude, 7
CEEB) '
Family As Alumni &
Geographical Location of Residenco 5
Perseverance 1
Yotivation 1
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With this indication of whet would be regarded as good items
for determining success in eollege the second helf of the question
asked for the five factors which would be regarded as most influemtial
‘in ‘reaching = declsion to accopt & studemt, and to ravk them in order
of S.mwéténom The fastors rogarded as most influential aré shown in
Table VIX, If an institution ranked s factor as first in influenco £t
was given a welghting of five potnts, Therefore, if olght institutions
ranked e factor first it received a tetaa. of farty points ss was the
case in regard to scholership, A ranking of second by an institution
gave the factor four paiaté_;.a ranking of third gave tiwee pointe; a
ranking of fourth gave two pointas; and a £ifth ranking gave ome point.
The tatgl'yeight given é&ch factor was then d,etméahytot&m
the pointa, L .
The fector which was mentioned most frequently emong the
firet five was Scholership, having slgo the largest mumber of insti-
tutions ranking it ﬁmt; ‘Charaoter regeived the most frequent
mention among the first five after scholarship, OCharacter was rank-
ed first in impordance by soven of the institutions while eight
ranked scholarship first. The next most inflnential itoms in gain-
ing aamzeazm(me._ results of teats, prinscipal’s reﬁmnaations,
rank in cless, the pattern of units, emotionnl maturity, and the
applicent's health,
_The renking of the top é;x would bes

1. Scholarship

2. Charucter

3¢ Tests _ ,

4, Principalts reccamendations

5, Rank in class
6. Pattern of units
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TABLE VIX

FACTCRS REGARDED BY AIMISSIONS PERSONNEL AS MOST
INFLUENTIAL IN ADMISSION

‘ ‘ ' T Welghted Scores
Faotors Fumber of instns, Zpa,  ord, 4th,  Gbh.
: — _renking lst (Spts.) _4pts. 3 pts, 2 pts, 1 pt.

Seholarship

40 24 9 2 0
Character 35 0 3 4 2
Tests (other than CEEB) 8 12 15 4 3
Principal's recommendation 10 8 6- 8 2
Rank in slase ] 16 0 0 )
Pattern of units 4] 8 9 4 0
Emotional maturity 0 4 6 4 1
Henlth ' ‘ 0 0 6 2 4
Personality s ] 4 3 2 8
Over-all high school record 10 0 0 0 0
Character and personslity 0 0 S [+ 2
Extra-curriculayr sotivities 0 0 0 4 i
Results of personal intervicws 0 0 3 2 0
Femily-life baokground 0 0 1 2 0
College Boeard examinations 0 4 0 0 0
Ability 0 4 0 0 0
Entreprencurship +] 0 0 2 0
Alurmni recommendations (¢] 0 o 0 1
Other recommendations (+} (o} 0 0 1
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Each of these had also rated well with admissions personmel
88 factors for determining success in collegoe. Ome of the institutions
saye that charscter and personality are tied up with all the others
and that the relative importence of these varies with the individual.
Another, reniing seholarship first, cays that this includes mnits in
which eredit is earned; One ¢olloge refused to rank mwm”w &m-:
pgﬁame; )

‘as we look at the whole record Scholership; Aptitude

as shown in OEEB Aptitude teste; ability to do sustained
thinking as shown in written work; character and person-
813ty of studemt; Principal's recommendation, provided
“the achool i1s of such size that the Principal has time
to Xnow the students and know nhg:gof he or she writes,

Another institution states that, "It was difficult to rank
these, Ranking would vary with high schools rom which applications
comea, ’,Wg_&nﬁht 'yaryf. mach %ﬁe'remabmw of the ranking, All
factors shown ave important,”

Question fourteen was designed to determine how many of the
Virginia ms‘t;tut;ans would admit if the regular pattern was not mot.
A core~curriculum, broad—fie.’f.&a currienlun, a fused program, an ex-
perienae~centered currioulum, or a non-subjeot centered curriculun
were all mtiupeﬁ and briefly desoribed., The question was them asked
if an applicant, hed experienced such a sesondary schogl curriculum
in which subjeot-matter lines were dlsregarded as such, would you de
1ikely to admit him if he met the other requirements? The replies
indlcated that, in spite of what the catalogues seid and in spite of

vwhat the sdmissions personnel may prefer or strongly recommend, thore
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are fourteqn institutions of the twenty-two replying which say they
will edmit without the pattarn m\txze sase of byoader or more flex=
ible secondary school curriculums, These sre shown in Teble VIII,

In aaaition thé?a 1s one which will admit 1f the student graduates
from an acoredited school ; one which will admit if the school he
eomes from is acereﬁim, and ope which will admit if the appliocant
has taken the col}.aga Entrance Exumination Board testa and moets :usa
mqu;tramnz %hera., There axra eight of the entire eightem institu-
tione replying $o this quas%;im which wi.l.l adnit under these "non~
almly—-ﬁeﬁned aubjeet»mtter" eirenmﬁanees on a canditzaml b&sia,
‘ana which wil). admit unacnd&tiomlly and tha remain&er ada not reply.
Five institntionﬁ re:ruae to admit in this manner e:lthew aan&itiomny
ar nncanﬁmimny

‘i‘ha last question esked, if in tha emimlm ﬁimtiun
retmed to in qnests,m: fourteen the princiyai af the seumdnw sehaol
Qxamed that the curriculum was aquivalant 'Ep:’ tha instivutions m;it,
raqniraﬁen@ for admission, ‘muia it be :Lﬁkely to ‘adnit him? Four- ‘
tesn of the tm&ymna mplying stated they woum, ona said maybe,
one said 11; ww:ta adm&t if the applieaat ms mﬁmte& from an auureﬁ-
itod aehcale.‘- one if the school were ace:raaited,_ané one if the eppli-
cant had taken the Scholastic Apumda and Achievement tosts of the
College m&, . (nly ope of ehesa wcm&d aame nnsonﬁiﬁenalw wh;ue
five gtated they would admit conditionslly, end the remainder did not
replys There were three fanstitutions which still would not admit
under these eircumstances. A similarity ie noticesble in the replies



made to this question and those of quasti@m fourteen,
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IRSTITUTIONS OF VIRGINIA ADMITTING WITHOUT CLEAR~CUT SUBJECT

MATTER SHOONDARY SCHOOL BACKGROUND

Institution

Tnetitutional

Replios on Admitting

Without Unit Pattern

Apprentice School

o

Averett College

Yeu

Blackstone College

Yos

Bluefield College

Yoo

Bridgewater College

College of William and zéary ;

Yes

Eastern Mennonite College

Yas

Emory and Henry College

Yoz

fairfax  Hall

Yes

Hampden-Sydney Go,llega T

No'

Hampton Institude

Unknown

o

Hollins College T
Yongwood College " L

“Yes

Lynchburg College

' Yes

¥arion Gollege

Yeu

Mary Baldwin Collége

Yo

Mary Washington College

Vaknown

Randolph«Madon College

Yesn

Eemdolph-lfacon Woman's Gollege

Yoo

Richmond Professional Institute

Unknown

Roanoke College

No

Shenandeah ﬁallagé

 Yeos

Southern Seminary and Funior %llege

Stratford College

Sullins College

Sweet Byriar (zellega

Richmond College

Westhampton College

University of Virainika

Virginia Intermont College

Virginia Military Institute

Virginia Polytechnie Institute

Virginia State Gollege

Washington and Lee University




CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

There is no single gtanderd or method, or combination of
these, in existence at the present time in the higher institutions
of learning in the State of Virginia, for admission to theso imsti-
tutions. There are, however, basic methods which are applied in
different degrees and gmbh;attons for determining admission. The
higher institutions of Virginia have similar policies and pursue
similar procedures in deciding on sdmission.

Only three of the thirty-four institutions studied will
admit on tho holding of a secondery school certificate or diploma
alone for the majority ask for the certificate plus an academic
program mede up of certain required subjects. The three not hav-
ing this requirement expect that this academic program require-
ment will be met by graduating from an aceredited secondary school,
There are several institutions which require & total number of
units but stete a preference for or atronglg recommeni a pattern
of units within this total rather than etating it as a require-
ment. A patterm of units is necessary for gaining admission to
most of the higher institutlons of learning in Virginia scocording
to thoir catalogues. Virginia institutions are generally more
liberal in their catalogue requirements thap are the institutions

studied on a national scale and reported on by Fine. The
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predominating unit patfzem for admission to Virginia institutions
is as follows: mgﬁsh, 4 units; mathematics, 2 wnits; history Lmd‘
‘sosial studies, :& mit; natural sciences, 1 unit; foreign language,
2 units; and § eiéeﬁvea}"tot&l 15 units, The Virginia institu-
tions héve‘ m:ﬁ yet ﬁﬂépted :!me" viawpoint of Sen Franéisco Stato
College %hs.eh has developed a prcgram of entrence requirements
wh‘ie}'z‘ leaves the high eohool free %o determine the ewrriculum pro-
gmm.z" Little heed has boen paid to the conelusion drawm after
the Bight-Year Study had ieen made that, "One must question the
contribution that the :i;rasaﬁibed pattern of ‘units makes to insur-
ing guccess in coilege." 2

There were aixﬁeen institutions who xf'epii'eé; in thé ques-
tionnaire that they would ailw'aamisaim withk deviations from
thai; xmit éat‘bem requirement. The pmpmian' of deviaten of
students aﬁmﬂfe’d. in the oase o:’ those who would ellow deviation,
was from 1% to 9;335 of the entering atudefnt;_ The generally
aceep;iea maximum of non-scademic or vosaticmel elective units
allowed ig four units, 4

. There aﬁpears ';hc be considerabio digorepaney betwoen
the entrance requirements deseiﬁ,bea s.n the mtélogues and the
geimal policy that would bé :foliouea l;y the aﬁn;isgians'peréonnai

§f the circumstances warrant it, The actusl pradtice 1s distinet

1 Benjamin Fine, Admission %0 American Colleges
(New York: Harper and Brothers, 1946), 225 pp.
2 Herbert Lee Bridges, Jr., Admission Policies of

Virginia Colleges, (Charlottesville, Virginie, Unpudlished Doctor's
Dissertation at University of Virginia, June, 1948); 204 pp.
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from the pnbliehad requirementa but. it s 1ndmataa in the mmxrg

" of éducational aatheri&;}.aa that 1% 1o what the catalogue says,
and not what the committee on admissions zry do in individual
‘cages which actunlly influencos the offerings of most high Gehools.
A pattern of wnits 4s not necessary to gain admission for mi?i”;*f
ulation at geventeon iiigher i&a%ié&ﬁ&hﬁ of learning in ?irginia,
aseording to thé replies on a questionmaire dtrected to the ad- |
missions personnel of the institutions, It may be that these
institutions rely upon the aacre&itiﬁg a"genetiaaj requiremsnts 'fgr
generally they do require gradustion from an ae&eﬂﬁeﬁ h&gb
sechool. There were an:ky two of 'eha aemantzeen who spac!itiean.y
mentionea i:hey would admi% on this baais :i.f the nanﬁﬁ;éa*ﬁe m
i‘rom an aceredited secondary eehcm&.

The eallegas. adcording to the veplies received on th&
queaticnnaire,v appear %o have some foubt about the necesai‘by of
a pattern of units when it comes to the rinal analysias and yet do
not appesr to be progressively removing such a reguirement from
the catalogues. Sinte secondery school staffs have the ecatalogue
as the otatement by which t»l‘te higher institutions will abiﬂa@. ‘
they are likely to inelude such subjects im their basie gradua-
tion requiréments in most instemces, The admissions pevsonnel
of higler institutions ars pot convimced by thé various expori-
ments, studles, and statements of eduestional euthorities that
‘tha wit system is eutmoded and should be eliminated. |

While preaent atanﬁards for aetemimng admissmn do naﬁ
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appear to be satisfactory to thoge who have studied the problem
or to secondary school gprsonnel, in contrast, present standards
for determining admission appear to be satisfactory to most of
the sdmissions personne) of the colleges of Virginia,

Scholarship and olass-yank appear $0 be importent in a
determination of who should be admitted to college, The insti-
tutions of Virginia do not encourage the low-ranking student to
spply for college entrance and meke it difficult for him to get
in even though they feel that some eollege experience is better
then none in meny cases, Scholarship and class-rank ave regard-
od as important apparently because colleges heve found through
experience that the high school record provides an index of the
caliber of work that may be expected. Therefore, secondary
school administrators should know and should so inform their
college-bound students that if they want to go to college they
should attempt to get good marks and rank h;gh or they may de re-
quired to take tests to prove their ability. Low grades or
aptitude indicates the student will have $rouble with college
material. Some of the colleges in Fine's siudy found that stud-
ents with high grades from one school do not do as woll es those
with mediocre grades from snother, They also found that some
individuals with & high I.Q, did not do as well as some with a
low I.Q. who put great effort into thelr mk.a

3 Fina, ﬂo m" P 49,
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Character end personality are likewise reparded as
‘importent factors for determining admiseion, even though aif-
ficult o evaluate, Letters of recommendation, '.tn;*servim and
writing by the candidste are some of the most commonly used
methods for gaining ineight into thess intangibles, The letters
most frequently desired are from Pmn_“ipﬂlﬂs “teachers, j;aatwa-,,
alumi, and business men,

s:lntse_\. principel’s letters of recommendation ere impor-
tant, largely as s supplementary factor, responsibility is placed
upon the administrator to become well-aequainted with his college-
bound students. Oarrothers writing on the subject of prineipals®
recomnendations expresses his opposition to the use of the prin-
cipal's recommendations because of (1) large ano},lnients in the
high school boday; ’_(:fs) the fact that thers are over 1590 colleges
and universities now; (3) the varied interests end varied cur-
riculas; (4) principals ean't tell about the ggﬁuega by its cata~
logue; (5) the #p;.}._egg by selecting will assume greater rosponsi-
bility :tou;g' success; and (6) that local presqurgauaz:é brought on
the high" schgol pr;pgipal,_4 Thege mmtg are megtionad in this
sta&y_ to md;case&hat there may be a need for more careful use
of this ors.teztion,

Heoalth is another important factor to be considered

4 G, E, Ceyrothers, "Should a High School Principal Be
Expeocted to Recommend Students for College Admission? " North -
Gentral Association Quarterly, 22: 291-3, January, 1948.
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Lrom the standpoint of the sbility to do college work snd also

from the harm that might be done to the physically fraill student,
Thirteen institutions in Virginla require & health examination
before admitting,

Extra-curricular activities, although receiving ine
ereased amphasis in the secondary school, appear to be only
lightly regarded in the admissions procedure, for only two insti-
tutions in Virginia state in their catalozues an interest in.
cbtaining a record of extra~curriculer activity participation.

Aptitude, placement, and aahimmenﬁ test reaults are
used, by eight of the thirty~fmx s.nsti'cuuoma atudis&,, for de~
termining edmission: Qne inatitutianl mentions in its catalogue
‘the use of an intelligence test, Virginia institutions are not
making adegquate use ét, ub;ée_’txw aaﬁa_éf this nature in thelr -
admissions wérk. i Bridgga quotes §. P, Guildford as saying that
"$he general _&tallsgenée -mmigg#ion is predistive of asadenic
sucsess but not with o high degree of individunl mecuracy.”
Then: quoting from Brown's study in 1928 of the use of gayeholog-
ioal tests as a part of admission requirements he says, “lntel-
ligence teats are the best single sonr‘qé of mpmtim-fer
predioting succesg, in gqilege; ‘bu'b should not be the sole eriters

‘ ) 6 ,
ion in dooiding upon admission to ocollege."  Kuranl reports

5 Briﬂgesa Eﬂom‘rg Pf 14@9;
6 Bridges, op. it., P. 160,



that numerous studics of the matter "leave no doudbt ¢hat intel-

ligence is one of the basle factors conditioning scholastie mxaeesa,?
Aptitude and persomality factors are as important as inbelligence in
determining suceessful performance in ﬁﬂllégé._e The seores on tests
of mental ability or college aptitude are of prognostie velus but
Virginia institutions do not appear to make much use of such types
of tests in their a&miasiana program, ‘These afford indications of
ability to do ocollege work rather than reflecting what has beon
achisved in the high school.

The alternative of holding & certificate and a transeript
record from high school for sdmission to colleges in Virginia, is
goining admission by exemination. Twenty-three of tho twenty-four
institutions m;giying @a‘ﬁhe“ guéﬁtimaim will adnit by exemine-
tion, although this method appeara to be used infrequently by most
candidates. There are many educators who fecl that the entranse
examination method of admission is even more binding upon the
secondary school teacher than is the certificate plan. 48 Bridges
reminds us, "The eritieism was frequently advenced that the ex-
aminetions restricted the freadom of the secondary achool %eaah.er’."g

The teacher feels that he must prepare the student to pags the

7 Habib Amin Kurani, Selecting the COolloge Studemt i
America {New York: mreau‘of’mvncatma%%' Teachers caz*eom%m
Unlversity, 1931), 124 pp.

& Bridges, 92,‘ mfg P 3.53.

© Bridges, op. oit., p. 144,
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test and it leads very rapldly to rote nemorizetion, sspecially if
the heaehex* is familiar with what the test s ususlly like. E‘amxx&,
however, expressss the feeling of theae wha ham eﬁher views about the
examination method of admission for he says, "A fair examination is
no hindrance to good teaching, It does reﬁfwiue undue freedom, and
1% 1s a cheek to vagaries, but at the seme time, it is en incentive
to “tgigqmixghneﬁs and with good teachers t;né ezamination is an inel~
dent rather than an end,"”

Al but two of the institutions studied delegate %o a
#Mﬁte@ on a:!miassmna *blw mswmimliw of aﬁmiwing an appm-
gant, %ere seama ta be littie dena for thaae m)% admitted, The
whole prooess appears %o be cne of a};imina%an rathor than guidance
or direetion, |

There are some interesting factore revealed in the com~
parison made between .aiﬁtz'anae ms;ui;‘emnm of i@ﬁﬁow and 1949-50,
In view of the studies made which show that sescndary schools are
demimﬁéa b;;f‘ the higher institutions of learming and that this is
tmﬁesirabié;_ 1% would be expected that some rather radicel changes
might have taken plaece by i;“kia' time, In some ways ib seams’f;hat
¢ollege admissions personnel had a broader end iess exacting ad-
‘missions poliey earlier than 1s evidenced teéay. An example of
such en aéz:‘ly ﬂewpain‘lz is that found in *the 1886 University of

m Bridgas, OBs. aﬁ:., Footnote #ﬁg P. Mﬁ. -

Note: Benjanin n Fine prosents the arguments in favor of
and against the use of examinations and certificates for entrance as
they have been swrmariged in the Bulletin of the Ameyican Asscciation
of University Professors, on pages 20-22 of his book, Admise :mn to
fmerican Colloges.




76
Virginia catalogue from whiech the followlng quotation was made by
Bridges: .

. But 1% has never been the poliey of the University to
rajeet any student merely because of deficient preparation.
The standards of teaching end of examination can be
otherwise maintained; and experience has shown in a mule
titude of instances that young men of vigorows mind and
earnest purposes of diligence, brought hither by a laudable
ambition to exoel, may overvome all disadventages, and
bocomé conspieuons among their fellows for success in
Study, On the other hand, such cases of fallure to profit
by the University teaching as sometimes odsur apre trace-
able in nearly or quite all cases, whetever may have
boen the state of preparation, to 11l health, to idle or
vicious propensities, or at least to lack of earnest and
resolute diligencs, In such oases, as they arise, the
proper remedy is applied, It 18 not thought useful or
necosgary to guard against their mc:aamﬁl oeaurencs by
indiporiminate rejocting at the ocutset.

As a result of the studies mentioned previcusly in this
gtudy and others like them 12 there is an indiaation that there is
room for improvement in the entramce requirements and so it is
natural that we make a camparison from the past to the present to
determine what ¢hanges have heen made,

Thore io & trend in Tirginia since 1929-30 to increase

11 Bridges, ops Sit., pp. 29-30,

12 Note: Brown University experiment, reported on by:

R, V, Burkhard, "Breach in the cwxlegeﬂenﬁmneea Berricade,”
Clearing House, 821 4767, April, 1948,

%uay of 1500 paired students wr:l%an about by Chamberlin

and quoted by: -

P, B, Diederich, “Abolition of Subject Requirements for
Admission to Colleges,” School Review, &7: 364-70, September, 1949,

University of Wisconsin expesriment written about by:

B, B, Milligan and others, "Suscess of non-high-school
Graduates in Degres Programs at the University of Wisconsin,® Sghool
and Scelety, 67: 27-9, January 10, 1948,
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the $otal number of units required for admission, Ten inereased,
while three lowsred and seventoen remained the same in their total
unit reguirement,

Thers is a elight trend 4n Virginies since 1929«30 to
increase the English unit requirement, There e six institutions
whose unit roquirement is not aagréat end nine whose requirement
is greater while fifteen have maintained the seme roguirement,
There are four listed among the group whose requirement is not es
great because they no longar r‘equﬁ.ré but *’prefpr" ez‘ "rogonmend”,
but in so doing some ‘havé relsed the mﬂ“ f’ﬁ.’gﬁm.

The trend in mﬁzamtiaa, is a lmeﬁzxg of \"raquimmts
with thirteen inatitutions relaxing the re@irement, four raising,
and thirteen remaining the same.

There 46 & slight weg& toward méi?icatim in the history
‘and social seience requiramén‘k,_mﬁh' six institutions lowering,
three raising, and twenty-one remaining the seme,

In the natural seience field, with eight fnstitutions
more lenient, four with greater m@mrememé, and eighteen the
game, the trend is toward less rigidity..

The trend is moré definite in the fgréim language re-~
quirement, wﬁ.iéhﬁ %an : imtit&tﬁma sasing up and twenty- rotaining
tho same unit requirement, and nome making it more difficult.

Most 4@:\? the Virginia institutions allow slightly more
electives than ihey aid in 1929-30 and within the choice of
eleotivas there is only o#xa institution . retaining the mabm‘ef
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Requirements from which %o select those clectives, which appeared

in most catalogues in 1929-30,

The greater number of institutions in Virginia have
retained the 1920-30 pattern of subjects and many have retained
the same unit figure thoy had two decades ago. Retention of the
status quo 4s the rule rather than the exception,

There is & slight trend noticeable toward the use of the
personal interview when it is pessible for the candidate to arrange
it.

In regard to the question of whether all who desire to
attend college should be allowed to do so, the larger nwmber of
Virginias institutions replying think not., Twelve felt they
should not and eight felt they should,

In regard to the question of whether all who are quali-
f£ied to attend in every way exeept finencially should be allowed
te do so, the larger number of Virginle institutions think they
should. Thirteen schools would not reject while seven would dis-
qualify on this basis,

In regard to the question of sdmitting studonts for the
benefit of whatever experieonce may be ﬁhaigs, regurdless of their
ability to remain through until graduation, the larger number of
Virginia institutions replying ¢ thisg question think thoy should
admit them, HKleven replied that they would admit and seven replied
that they would néb:if they did not feel graduation could be

~

achioved.
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In regard to the question of whether more studemts should

?a;aﬂmﬁtaﬁ to pursue higher educetion, the larger number of Vir-
ginia institutions replying fesl #ha% they would not want any
fewer to be admitted and there were more institutions who felt a
larger number of students should be gﬁm&%ﬁﬁ than thore were who
felt @&mm&m. %w&aan would not want fewer admissions and nine
s@hmm foel ma‘ts ‘more ax&y&i@aﬂm should be admitted, with seven
opposing the aﬂmmtim of more ﬁta&mﬁaa

ma gmias_wphy of Virginie mﬁﬁimﬁmﬁﬁf hi@h@r learn~
ing ir regard to sdmission tends o be democratic. |
Con¢lusions and Recomendations.

Virginia institutions of higher learning, thwuéﬁ their
ﬁamiwa and ¢hisfly in the p&%@m Je:g required units &m&w to

be in & position to exercise influence over the secondary school
amieuim

There is greater freedom existing for revising secondary
school curriculums to meet the needs and interests of the students
without jeopardizing their chanses for asceptance by wmaggé and
unﬁwmitiéﬁ ix# Vivginia, than the secondery gchools are taking
mﬁmtage of at ;m;sem. There is mms&&erable disparity apparent-
1y betmeea the eam«:agua a&a*bemenw and the ;zraétice of admissions
personpel so far as that me;:we ¢an ‘ha determined by mtememaf
made on the part of the @:ﬁiciala involved. Gseata# i’zaaﬁém exlsts
for thersecondary-sshool ammulmé designer than is apparent on
the surface, Yet the secondary-sehool, in view of the eollege
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admissions requirements still largely in existence, is eti1) placed
in the uncomfortable position of "teking & chance™ in making major
curriculum revisions o meet the needs and inverests of the student.

The secondary sohool must 'proqaeq jtu make neéeﬁfsaw alber-
aticm.é in 1ts curricultm and then do ﬁﬂn:exg:‘bhiﬁg m its power to
soe that students, who desire %o attend college end would likely
m::ti% %hereby,; gain a&m&saimn; Evamatian px'agmm must be
davisaa %o inelude more then %he in&&vmmlw acadenia progross,

A eumuiative record may be usafﬂl rela'&ivze to the aﬁmissiona nmw
blem, .

The m&&aga aémmmam poliey should be one of gui&ma
mther than one of uomyetitiun, and - tha m;m: xesp@nsibi?}.my for
miﬂiaﬁing alesar cooperation sheu}.ti be assnma by the eollega
admissions personnel in man@ng mygshez;,s,. ?matinga, and com-
mittecs of secondary aﬁﬁi @116@’ mﬁﬁe for comsidering the admis-
sions problem, More studies like the ’Eﬁgmex’aém Study should de
carried out by colleges and setondary sngxmla.

The pattern of units should be ghown to ba of more value
tlmn‘has presently been showm or shﬁu!.d be eliminated as a require-
ment. éréhihalﬁ Mae Intosh reports one headmaster who asked the
question: "Are we trying %o turn out an academis or o morel being?
The evidence would seem to indicate th#ta our institutions of higher
}.earni.ng are ehiefly precccupled with the endeavor o $urn out en

acadenic being." 18

13 Amhihalﬁ Mac xntesh, Eehim‘i The Aecademie M
{New York: Harper and Brothers, 3.948}' 165 p) PPs
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The solleges of Virginia rank secholership end a pattern of units
&8 well as rank in elass very high in their admissions yequire-
ments and therefore feel the "academic being" is an important one
or 18 important to becoming s "moral being." They regard cher
acter ajgﬁ health and the principal?’s recommendations ag important
as well, which indicates their interest in the moral being is not
neglected, A good secondary school teacher will meke every effort
to dring about high scholarship no matter what the subject being
faught may be. Every good teacher would strive to promote good
@ham;awr in the student. The prineipsl would in all probability
be the one person from whom the most relieble information could
be obtained, The pattern of units requirement is the one which
has the greatest effeot on the secondary scheol. The solleges of
Virginia are intercsted in the student having certain busic ac-
ademic¢ subjects, This is probably due %o the fact that these
same agedemic sﬁb}a@ta aro then reguired, on a higher level per-
hapg, in the ccllege, Apparently, they are reogarded by the col-
leges ao necessary for success in life regardless of what the
individunl is going %o do or what he i@ like,

The question of who should go to college is o perplexing
one, It is always pointed out that the democratic process would
not keep anyone oub~he could go as far as sbilities snd interest
permit. The colleges are said %o be seleotive in their admissions
program and the guestion is refsed-is selectivity democratice?

The answer, it would seom to me, depends upon the purpose,
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if, in the casc of colleges, selectivity is to make the
sohool "snobbish” or to get a reputation-~then the eollege is
aoting anti-democratically.

If the college's purpose in being selestive is to keep
the mumber limited to the extent its facllitles will properly '
handle and adequately instruct, it would seom that the ¢ollege ie
being demoeratic, If it could only aceomodate five hundred, and -
accepted one-thousand enrollees, then it would so tax its facil-
ities as to do moro harm than good for the individual and soeciety,
thereby working against the demosratic processes. It is this
herd, practigal fact which mugt be faced. Colleges are forced to
be sg&e@m in many instanceos because they are limited in capa~
eity. Yat, under present policios of selectivity, many students
are eccopted and then feil and leave the school, If the selec-
%ive process had been ‘.;mrk:&ng. as it should then this @1&. be &
minfpum number for one t;;f! the basic aims of selectivity, as it's
now set up, is to ellow entrance only to those who are likely to
susceed. Granted that some failuves would ocenr for emotional
and personality reasons and the like, ere not most of the feil-
ures dua to the failure of the sehool to provide what the student
is anxious $o obtain and needs? Therefore, this would indieate
that the important funection of the edmissions policy 48 not to
Sust %m seleetive, but o be selective for the student who will
benerit from an education in that perticular college. Consider-
ation of the concern of democracy for individuals and human
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fame's- appears o place responsibility upon the admissions pers
gsonnsl to direct the non-acecepted applicant to apn institubtion
which would meot his needs; In other words, anad}?ismlms officer
or committee is nob just an official, or officials, fer & certain
écila%ge but should be e gumanﬁs person,; or cormitbee, for all
students applying for higher education. Would 1% not be betber
then to have admissions guidance persennel placed on a reglonal
basis rather then such s losalized official as now exista? This
would be a real opportunity for close articulation among all the
secondary scheols and 8l the ,hfégmw' institutions of lmmg in
any region, The regional amﬁ&w sould be made up of admis-
sions personnel from various sghools of higher learning, The
varicus regional agencles for admissions guidance could co-
operate ¢losely, The following of a plen of this nature would
more likely spread the college enrollment among the various.
colloges and, therefore, the facility limitations wrmlf& not be
such an impoxtazat faotor in necessitating a selective proeess
which allows many to ‘enter who do not profit thereby and keeps
many out who eould profit by geining entrence.

This would then mean that no one vho desires & higher
education 'would be prevented from entering but only that soms.
might be prevented from going just where they wanted to go, but
only for their own benefit, It would leave the secondery school
freo to organize and plan ite own curriculwm,

In donclusion, the writer would recommend that there
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.should be made a careful and objective evaluation ¢f the actual
validity of the requirement that the secondary sehool certifieate,
based on the completion of a specified number of subject-matter:
units i a valid admiesions reguirement, in the 1light of the fact
that repested studies have tended to raise grave doubts se to the
extent to which they are actunlly valid;
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201 Cary Street
Williamsburg, Virginia
June 28, 1950

Director of Admissions

Dear Sir:

In connection with a study I am making for my
Master of Education Degree at the College of William and
Mary, I have a questionnaire which I would like to have
you answer.,

The study deals with the admission policies of
colleges and universities and the high school curriculum.
The questionnaire consists of fifteen questions, most of
which can be answered by a check-mark or word.

Since I desire to complete the study before the
close of the present summer session, I would be very

appreciative of an early reply.

Respectfully,

den b e G
HN M. MAC GREGOR



1,

3.
L

Te

Name of the institution

Name of the person in charge of admissions

How many Carnegie units do you require for admission?

How many Carnegie units do you recommend or prefer for
admission?

If T have correctly iiterpreted your college catalogue

it is indicated

that you required or recommended or preferred the following pattern of

units for admission to the 19L9-50 session:

a4+ None a,

b, English b. ‘
c. Mathematics ce
d. Algebra - de
e. Geometry e. '
f. Social Science - f.
g. Netural Science _ g.

h. Foreign Language h. '

i, Electives - ie

Ay Do the admissions personnel feel this pattern best
promises success in college? " Yes No

Do you deviate in any way from this pattern? Yes

If correct, please
place check mark
(/) in the right
hand column.,

If incorrect, please
place correct number
in the right hand
column,

No

If "yes" please indicate the minimum amount on which you

would admit as a deviation from the regular pattern.

a, English

b, Mathematics

¢, Social Science
d. Natural Science
e. Foreign Language
f. Electives

T

Approximately what percent (%) of those admitted have
deviated from the pattern indicated in Question 5?

Who makes the final decision on admittance or rejection?

(Please check)

a, Director (or Dean) of Admissions
b. Committee on Admissions

¢, President

de Dean (other than Admissions)

e+ Others (specify)

i
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10.

11.

12,

13,

90
Would you say the admissions personnel are satisfied with the general
institutional policy on admissions? Yes No

a. If not, briefly, why not?

Do the admissions personnel feel that:

a. everyone who feels that he can profitably attend college should
be admitted Yes No '

b, Inadequate financial support should justify rejection
of a student otherwise well qualified to attend
college Yes No

ce some should be admitted even though lacking full

: qualifications on the assumption that even though
they might not remain through graduation it would
nevertheless be a profitable experience for them

Yes No

de a greater number of students should be admitted
to institutions of learning above the secondary
school than is presently the case Yes No

e. fewer should be admitted than is presently the

case Yes No
f. about the same number should be admitted as
at present Yes No

What procedure is followed by a prospective student in making
application for admission?

What procedure is followed by the college in making the decision on
acceptance?

Below are listed 20 factors which according to the catalogues of
Virginia colleges are considered in reaching a decision with regard
to the admission of a student. Please check the items which you
regard as significant in determining success in college.

Jje personality Jo

a, pattern of units a.
b. scholarship b,
c. ranking in class Ce
d. principals recommendations d.
e, intelligence tests es
f. aptitude tests f.
ge College Entrance Examination Board tests g.
he. other tests h.
i, character i,
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13, (Conft)

ks extra-curricular participation k.
1. health 1.
m, emotional maturity M.
ne. age Ne
0. geographical location of residence Os
pe. results of interview Pe
Q. family as alumni Qe
r., alumni recommendation Ts
s. recommendation of others Se
t. other , determiners (Please indicate) t.

Please select the five factors which in your judgment should be most
influential in reaching a decision to accept a student, and rank them

in order of importance:

1k

15 [ ]

RANK

In certain types of curriculums in the secondary school we find that a
certain amount of time is devoted to the necessary required basic subjects,
The remainder of the time is spent in a study of those things which in

the students life transcend subjéect-matter lines, Within that period of
time English, History, Economics, Citizenship, Wpod=-carving and many

other subjects may be engaged in but simply as they were applicable to the
case, rather than in terms of a particular academic subject., This may

be referred to as a core curriculum, a broad-fields curriculum, a fused
program, an experience~centered curriculum or simply as a non-subject-
centered curriculum.

If a student applied for entrance to your institution and you found that

he had gone through a secondary school program which had few subject
matter lines in the sense of not having a specific amount of time per day,
week and year in the separate study of, say English or Mathematies or
History, but pursued a curriculum of general education in which sybject-
matter lines were largely disregarded as such, would you be likely to admit
him if he met the other requirements?

a. Yes _ No
b. Conditionally Unconditionally

If, in the situation referred to in question 1L the principal of the
secondary school claimed that the currieulum was equivalent to your unit
requirements for admission would you be likely to admit him?

a. Yes ) No )
b, Conditionally ~Unconditionally
e ——————
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