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ABSTRACT

The purpese of this study was to cowpare the reaction by the
french and the French-Canadlan press to the student riots and the
iabor strike in France in May and June, 1968, The hypothesls was
tested in this study was that the editorial comment in the French
and French~Canadian newspapers would be similar becanse Quebec
Provinee and FPrance share a common heritage and language.

Three areas in this pericd of disorders were examined. They
ware, first, the student revolt and its causasy second, the
worker strike; and third, President de Gaulle and the parlismens
tary elections in June, 1968. Reaction to the ontbreaks by the
students was similar in France as in Quebec, although the reason
was not due to their common language and heritage. Some papers
were sympathetic with the students and some with the police and
French government. There were five main caunses for the revolt
according o the press: (1) the activity of the ultra-leftist
student groups (the “groupuscules™), (2) a feeling of alienatinn
from the university on the part of the student, (3) the students'
desire to participate in the operation of the university, (4) the
boredom the students felt because of their situstion as students,
and (5) the immediate couse, the invasion of the Sorbonne by the
police on May 3, 1968, ‘

Regction by the Prench snd French-Conadlon press was also
similar concerning the lgbor strike, Both presses werc generally
pro-iabor and discussed the roles of the French government and
the French Conmmist Party in the strike,

In the third area, reaction to de Gaulle was wnixed in the
French press but was strongly negative in the Canadian preas,
which had its oun reasons for disliking de Gaulle. This reaction
stermed f£rom a speach made by de Gaulle in which he callied fop
the liberation of Quebec from Cmmada, Both presses were satisfied
~with the results of the parliamentary elections in which the
Goullisis won an overvhelnming wvietory st the expense of the leftist
partics because this meant a return o normal for France,

The results suggested that the hypothegis was not wvalid,
beeause in areas where reaction of the two presses was similar,
it was for rveasons Othey than lingual or cultural that the two
shared. Concerning General de Gaulle, the reaction was different
bacause of negative feeling eveated as a result of de Gaulleh
fusbac liberation speech of July, 1967,



THE REACTION OF THE FRENCH AND THE PRERNCH CANADIAN PRESS TO THE
STUDBNT-WORKER CRISIS 1H FRANCE, MAY-JUNE, 1968



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTIOR

In May and June, 1968, Fronce suffered a social and ecopomie
collapse the likes of which had not been experienced in over one
hundred and €ifty years. Not sinece the invasion of the Mazig in
1940 4id Frenchmen talk of the “dcath of a civiligzation” as they
aid in May aﬁé—&uné, 1968, However this was a,fareigﬁ and a
military tragedy., Ome must go back in hisﬁery to the days of the
French Rgvaiﬁtién to £ind a comparable breakdown of a soeial and
economic order,

Puring the early days of May, VFrance was shaken by the student
.riﬁﬁs.w&ieh took place first in Paris and then spread quickly o
other French eities. After days and nights of anarchy and destruction
the revolt spread to the werking class. By the third weck of May the
number of workevs on strike approsched ten million and France was
totally paralyzed.

It is therefore the object of this study to examine a erisis
of the magnitude of this one which shook French higher education
from which it took its genesis. DBecause France and Quabeg share
& comuon language and héritaga, this study attempted to compare
and contrast the reaction of the French press to that of the French-
Canadian presgs as shown partienlarly by their editorial comment as

wall ns the sxtont and tyeatment of nows ftoems.



Four Freanch and three French Canadion daily newspapers were

ugscd. They are as follows:

French ¥rench Canadian
e Monde, Paris Le Soleil, Quebee
Le Figave, Paris 1o Devoir, Montroul
France-Soir, Paris la Fresss, Montreal

L'umanite, Paris
The French Canadian newspapers used in this study werc sslected
on the basis of circulatiaﬁ,‘ these enjoying the largest circulation
of dailies in French Canada. The Freuch papers ware chosen because
they are by f£ar the best known and wmozt widely raad éaizias in Fxance.
The hypothesis that this study tested was that the reaction oF
these French and French Canadian dailies to the “events of May"
were aimiiar becawse Juebec {province) and Feance share o common
heritage and language, that theiy comuon blood is thiocker than the
water that geparates them. In pursuit of determining the valldity
of this hypothesis, the author congidered thﬁ»r&acﬁiﬁaupﬁ the pross
in the two countrics to the following quastions regaﬁéiaglﬁhe vrisisg
of 1968: (1) How was the student movement in France (and elsewhere
in the world) wviewed? What were the causas of the revolt? (2) What
was : the resetion to the worker strike that fellowsd? (3) How
large a part 4id the personality of General de Gaulle play in the
eriais? Was it a crisis of civilization and govermnent's iaoability
to maintain order? (4) What was the meaning of and reaction to
tha pariiamentary elections in June, 1968, which were brought on
by the crisis? (5) low much did the politicul philoacphy of cach

nawspaper affect its trestment of the news and its editorial comment



axclugive of any lingual or national considerations? (G6) Tow
do the Canadians visw their situstion as bsing affected by the
situation in Prance {(Canada st that time was in the midst of
ite own parliamentary elections and the candldate Tovr the labor
party was a Prench Canadian, Plerve Bliot: Trudeau)? Is there
gomething in the nature of the French that would make them wore
prone to this form of sovoial uphaaval than the Canadisus?

TO assist the reader in following the succeasion of cvents

during this pzriod the reszsarvcher has provided this shronologye

Chronology of Bvente

Tha geholastic year 196768 ot the faculty of latters at
Nantarre, a suburd north of Parvis, was marked by Jemonstrations
and student unrest. lzad by the Garmon born student lsadery
doniel Cobn-Bendit, a group of leftist students (the Hovement
of March 22) barassed the aschool sdmimistration and disrupted
the university in thely demand for reform of the faculty at
Hanterre which, 1ike the University of Paris and others, is but
one conpus of the natfonal Unfwersity of France which is

aduinistered by the Minisgtry of Bducation in Panis.

vriday, May 3 Because of the continuing student unrest the dean
closes the Fagulty of Ilptters ot Nanterve. That afternoon
sympathetic students weslk in the couriyard of the Horbonne
in Pegis. The police enter the ¢ouriyard and axpel them
and violence and ricting are touched off in the latin Quarter

{student seotion of Parig).



Honday, May 6 Olasses are suspanded at the Zorbonne for the
£irst tima in its long history.

Friday, Moy L0 The first night of the bacrieadns is passed
in the Latin Quarter.

wonday, May 13 A general 24 hour strike is held by the workers
to show their suppert for thae gtudents® cause. The students
“eeia” the Serheaée.

Thursduy, May 16  The £irst state-owmed Renault car factory is
aceupied by its workers,

Saturday, May 12 (eneral de Gaulle cuts short & visit te hupemia
Lo rataﬁa to Paris and deal with a steadily vorsening domestic
situction,

Wednesday, May 22 The National Assembly rejects 2 motion of
censure put forward by two iaftiat parties, the French
Communist Party (PCF} znd the Fedevation of the laft {FGDS),
in an attompt to bring down the Gauliist governwment,

Friday, May 26 1o a TV sudress de Gaulle announces o referendum
for refornm, to be interprated as o mandate for big vemaining
n power. later that night the worst riots vet sweep scrossg
Prance as the students and workers reglstor their generally
pegative roaction to the spsgeh,

Saturday, May 25 Ieund the clock negotiations are stacted between
govarnment, industry, and waion gpokosmen to Bing an ond to
the astrike which at this polat has about 10 wmiilion adbavsnts
out 0f a general population of 45 million, and the countyy fs

totally paralysed.



Wednesday, May 28 Amid rumors of an imminent resigration
de Ganlle guiletly lesves Paris for his bope at Colombaye

les-Deux~Bglises,

Thureday, May 30 In a drematic goup ggktﬁégtra‘ de Gaulle
aapenrs on television and calls for new glections, kicking
off his anti-Communist campalgn. army units are placed on
the outskirts of Pardis in the event that the ziltuation gets
out of hand, This specch ig taken as the high water mark

- of the crisis after which the sittuation slowly begins to
improve,

Saturday, Jurel  There is a massive pro-de Gaulie rally on the
Champs-~Elysbes with an estimated one million demonstrators.

Friday, June 7 In a televiged interview de Gaulle explaing his
plen for worker "partiecipation” which is supposed to be
different from both capitalicm ga& copmunism as a splutinn
to the country's economic groﬁi@gsg

Wednesday, June 12  The government puts o ban on all demongtrations
until the end of the clectoral cawpaign,

Sunday, June 16  The Sorbonna “f2lls” to the police.

Sunday, June 23 In the first round of the parliamentary elections
the gaullist party (UDR) €inishes strong.

Bgﬁégy, June 50  In the second round of the pariiamentary elgctions
the UDR had ﬁgﬂ itself a majority of the seats in the Natioml
Assembly. For the first time in the history of France as a
Republie, one party has more than 50% of the scats in the

Assombly,



GHAPTER IX

CAUSES OF THE STUDENT REVOLT

The year 1968 was a vear of worldewide student ferment and
wmvest, From Foscow to Madrid, Harvard to Hanterre, Bast and
Weat, few were spaved the sight of angry young men and women
attacking the traditions and institvtions of the Bstablished
Order -~ the bourgeois Btate -« which had begome insensitive to
the needs and problewms Qﬁ the student population, Some fait
mild contempt conecerning the disorders on American campuses in
1968, "French students have more imporisnt demands to make than
the right to wvisit girls in their dormitory raams.“l

Of courss the ifssues involved were more serious and subtle
than this remark would indicate, Howewver the probleme in French
universities were much méfa agriuus and profound thaon those acrogs
the Atlantic or anvwhere else in the world. They touched off a
chain of events that led s year later to the rasignation of the
Freneh president,

In discussing the events of May the Freneh and the French
Canadian press discussed five main causes and one immediate cause
of the student revolution. First, French universities have

pumerous ultra-left wing organizations, groupuscules, which were

i o B
‘géitoriaig ig Monde (Paris), May 8, 13968, p.7.



opposed to the goals of the aai@ersity whose function o thenm

was to train the cadres for a bourgsois society which exploite
the working class. Their objective was not only the destruction
of the university as it existed but aiaavaﬁ sﬁci&ty itaclf. gé‘
>intera$ting point about these groups is that they enbody the
rewniatianary doctrines of Marx, Ienin, Mao, Castro, and othors:
yei they were feared and hated by the French Cotmmunist Party (PCF)
for reasons that «ill be discussed later. 'The largest nest of

these groupuscules could be found at the Faculty of letters at

Nanterre where the revelt took its roote. Accovrding to a writer
in le vonde these agitators believed that
The students are nothing less than the future

exploiters of a bourgeois scoclety and its parasitos.

The symbol of this participation of the University

/ in the exploitation_/ is the diploma and the exams

which lead to it. £2)
In le Devoir (Montreal) it was written, "it seems to gfihe atuéantam?
that changes made in the past have no other justification than to
adapt the University to the needs of big business."

La Presse (Montreal) took an unsympathetic view of these
student groups. “The Minigter of Hational Education, Mr., Alain
Peyrofitte, has in our bumble opinion exprossed the most lucid
explanation of this disquieting phenomenon, *Among the students

there are ORGANIZED AGITATORS steeved in the technique of urbun

guerrilia warfateai,'”ﬁ and L?ﬁamaniﬁé (Faris), the official

zgditmrial, Ie Monde (Paris), May 7, 1968, p. 10,
ﬁgﬁitayialg Iz Devoir (Montreall, May 18, 1968, p.7.

&
Bditorial, 1a Presse (Montreall), Roger Cbampoux, Hay 11, 1968, p. 4.



paper of the PCF saw these groups as presenting a elear donger to
to students in their quest for legitimate vefoxm in the French
Eﬁziﬂ&zt‘gityi

A second reason for the revolt, acecording to the French and
Canadinn press, was a feeling of boredom on the part of the
students. They bad everythipg given to them aad 4id not hawe
any higher ideal to turn taair*ane£g§e5~aﬁﬁ.iﬁtarasta_tat Thus
when events sgtarted to move they saw this as something te do,
somathing to relieve the borédom. In an article in Ie Monde,
£. L. Reynaud wrote, "It is because the great mass of students
iive in lethargy Zacing the tension of contemporary life that a
revolutionary moveméent led to surge and capture the attention
Lot tha.studanta4?2“§ Later Le Monde wrote, "Apathy of the great
mags of students is real but the awakening can be rﬁﬁ&.”ﬁ Students
want significance for their lives, a cause to believe in that ip
bigger than themselves. "“Well-being is not hs@pine53¢“?

The Canadian press expressed the same sentiment,

it is very probable that the so-¢alled capitalist

world is... a vietim of ita prosperilty... abundance

reaults in boredom, Our students... @we torn botween

their scorn of ‘immediate satisfactions® which are not

sufficient to give life weaning and their desire to be
assured by the world of a longer range security. 83

E&iﬁﬁﬂ&z. iﬁ %ﬂOﬂdez {?ﬁfiﬁ}a P, L. Reynaud, Hay 8, 1%31 Pe 124

&ﬁéitﬁtiai, ic Monde (Paikis), Gaussen and Harglich, May 9, 1968,
e Ba ‘ v

T1vid,

Bpditorial, La Prosse (Montreal), Jean Mehling, June 17, 1963,
pe. 20, ' S )
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The insecurity that they felt at this particulsr time was
bheightened by the fact that in a few weeks® time they were o
sit for their final &xaminatiaas which carry a great deal of
import&nﬁﬁvfﬁv\th@ Freneh students since their whele academic
carger depends on how well they do on these examinations,

Thug the tensions and anxieties produced by the £ateful upconing
exaninations contributed to an already tense situation,

On these first two points the French and Canadian press were
in sgreement., There was little in the Prench prese on the third
cause although later in the crisis the Freach began to write
more about it in terws of university reform rather than causes
of the revolt. As stated in the introductery chapter all French
universities are part of the one University of France which is
adminigtersd by the Minister of National Hducation in Peyia,
with the wesult that power and authority are highly centralised,
Algo, the French University system is old. The Sorbonne for
instance dates back to the thirteenth century when it was used

ag a f%&idﬂ&ﬁ% for divinity students studying in Paris. Decause
the University was sc centralized and so 1ittle interested in
changing traditions established over hundreds of years, the
students felt alienated frow the University.

The press felt that this feeling of alienation, the third
eause, had increased in the preceding ten years when the Undvewsiiy
greatly inereased its size, enlarging existing coanpuses and crzating
new ones such as the Faculty of fetters at Nanterre, In le Devoir

& French Canadian student studying at WHanterrxe goave the following
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impressions of his life in this campiis. "u,. I never ccase being
troubled by the 1ife I live sach day here at ﬁaﬁteﬁﬁ%,“g He
doseribes the town of Hanterse, a slum for Bicots (North African
Avabg), which completely surréunﬁs the educational institution
with poverty and discontent, There were no movie houses, no
raar@azigu centers, and no cafes whare the students could gather
and talk. BSo oppressive were the surroundings that It is no wender
that many of them spent their time plamning vevolution, Concerning
the Faculty of letters, “e.. you come to take your <ourses a iittle
as you would take a-piil asd then you return b ..ﬁlg

Twenty years ago &t was easy for a professor and his s%udenis
to maintain a dialogue of equality since the universities and hence
the clssses were smaller and there was wore opportunity for contact
and cloger relations between students and teachers, Today nass
gociety requires mass education with the result That the student,
instead of taking an ective part in his education, has bdzen reduced
to a passive Q@;samerraf'kaewledgﬁ. The dialogue between the
teacher and the taught bas been sacrificed in the attempt o
e&ue&t&'gfﬁaﬁaz magses of people, and no new means of @ rmunication
has risan to take its §;a¢e.11

As In oiher countries the gtuéenia want a voiece in the management

of the university, which is the fourth cause, They want cach loeal

9 Baitorial, le Devoir (Montreall, Goorges Gustavi, Hey 10, 1968, é@ 4

% mia.

1 Bditorial, te Monde (Paris), Robert Bscaypit, May 18, 1968, p. 1.
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eanpus to be more autononous frem the Ministry in Paris and they
want more of a gay iv natters that. directly concemn them,

«ee Lz not one of the causes of the ravelt of the
students in France the very undemocratic character of
the University? ... far f£ronm wanting to be censidered
as an elite they are fighting for the demoecratization
of the University. Ope would want the students to
recognize and aceept themselves ns an elite while they
are fighting precisely o no longer be consdsred as such.

(12}

Thae ptudents were Qoinsidered as sn intelleeitual elite and as
children at the same tive.
“hat is even wore intclersble than the material

condftionn is the paternalicm and the disinterest with

ragards to the university worid., The young no Ilonger

gocept buing treated ag L¥ they did not bave either

ideas ox opinionaz that had any worth: in brief, they

will no longer accept the best rules in the world so

long as they are dictated from up sbeove, (£3)

The Canadians do not conaider thie problem of an overw
cantralization of power as a preblem in their universities,
le bDevoir saw the French problsm in ithis vespect as being
strictly French, “In France, the malalise stems largely from
the exeessive centralization and the adwinistrative authoritarienism
EaN 3, A > L ‘. - * » Z, . "
which regulates the functioning of the ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&?&lﬁkﬁﬁ@”z‘ Bisagresing
with Peyrefiste, the Bducation Minister, le Devoir did not see how
o wrall group of organiwved agltators wes able to disrupt the
univarsities and instigate 30,000 students to riet if the situation

daavribed pbove did oot exifte

Y2zgitorial, La Deveir (Mentrsal), Michel Morin and Jean-Robert
Primeaw, May 23, 1968, p. 5.

i3 e . . , . .
Zaitorial, 1= Devoir (Montreal ), Charles Tayior, Juns 6, 1948, p. 5,

1ﬁﬁ§iﬁ&fiﬁlg e Devoir (Montreal), Claude Ryen, May 22, 1968, p. 4.
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A fiEth factor why there was a rewvelt in the university was
that many students, especially those in the sovial sciences,
languages, ete., felt insccurc about their future. Thed feardd
net being able to £ind employment on leaving the university
bacause their Field was too saturated and they could mot be
abgorbed into a technological society. France needed sclentists
and businessmen moré than it needed teachers, philosophers, and
the like., Furthermore, the rewolt and subsequent boycott of
gxgminations received the support of the siudents because they
felt that if they 4id not take the exams they would not be able
to laave school and go out into the world to look for the jobs
that did not exist. Thus by boycotting their exams they would
be able to prolong their status as students indefinitely. le
8oleil (Quebec) saw this fear of wnemploywent for the students
of the soclal sclences,

If the goals are not too clear and seenm at the
wmoment o reveal an anarchism colored by romanticiswy,
the motives are more precise. Under a clumsy, excessive,
and contradictory expression ons ecan =221 the all too
real agony of a generation that is more and nore woerried
about its future. The studeats of science, on the other
hand, do not have this worry. They will be able teo
find jobs. {13}

An answer to this problem for the students would be to enrvil
instead in science courses and not in hurpanities courses. However,
this was repugnant to them becausc then they would be wore casily

used by a capitalist society For which they felt s much contempt,

This was thae crux of the problem for many.




They feel crushed by thig society, iike the

population of Hanoi by the american bembardments,

Or the under-developed countries of Latin America

by american capitalisp., ‘their fight sgailust this

world, they think, is the same as that of the peopic

of Viet Mam or Latin american guerrillas. Thelr

horoes arve lo Chi Minh and Che Guevara. (18)

Thase then were some of the deer rooied cruses of the student
bomb that exploded on the afternoon and evening of May 3 in the
Latin Quéztervaf Parig. It was on this afternoon that é group of
about 500 students met in the court yvard of the Sorbonne to discuss
the events of that week which saw the arrest of three students Exom
Hanterre on the grounds of disturbing the puace and itrespassing
{which meant hurliﬂg ebsuenitiaé and insulte ot the dean ond invading
a classroow where a class waa already in session and thereby
disrupting it). These three were to be brought to court the
£ollowing Monday, and the purpose of the weeting in the Sorbonne
was to reach agreement on some kind of action to show their suppert
for their comrades, Reports conflict sz to whether or not this was
a peaceful meeting. The students contended that it was and the
police that itfwas not, but none of the newspapers took a position
on this point, Yowever, they all agreed on what happened next,
which was the immediate cause of the revolt. Toward the end of
the meeting the police entered and forcibly removad thoge taking

park., ﬁnﬁa‘aatgide the walls of ¢he Serbonne the word of what

had happened gquickly spread znd that night the Latin Quarter

gsuffered its first night of riots,

1§3¢itor£a1, Ie Devoir (Montreal), Jacques Dugquesne, June 17,
1968, pe La A _



Reaction in the press in Canada and in Frence was similar,
"It is without a doubt the cecupation of the old faculty / the
Qarbeﬁﬁgm?‘~m and the arvasts that followed -- that provobad

rhe raliving of large numbers of students until that vime indifferent

; : 17 _ N ,
o the rovelt and the protest movemend,™ France~Soiy agrped with

Le Figaro in its veaction. "...This intervention by the security

forees has brought ten thousand students out inte ithe strgets who
perhaps would not have responded,.. to the appeals of the *&nrag%ﬁ*;“za
ie Monde alse sided with the students, ™if the extremists are oaly
a handful, the recourse to the police fo put thewm down has provoked

& large movement of solidarity awong the stuﬁeataa”lg

1 Hoade
called attention to the £act that the Sorbonne down through the ages
has been a sanctuary for those gegking its protection for political
reasons., With the invasion of the Sorbomme by the police, "... The
old privilege of impunity in the walls of the University is §aiiing

into éiﬁu&ﬁ‘..“gﬁ

1c Devolr also laid the blame for the disturbances
on the action of the police, The invasion of the Sorbonne by the
police ... was the mistake which releaged the whole mechanisnm,

Thin entry ﬁy the police into the sanctuary of the Universitve..

_ - X
provoked the solidarity / of the students_/."

17 . . ,
Editorial, Ig Figare (Paris), L. G.-Re, May 13, 1968, p. 4.

igﬁéiﬁsrﬁa§$ France-Soir, (Paris), Jean Feriot, May 8, 1968, De 4.

9 . ’ . . :
: Bditorial, le Monde {(Paris), May 8, 1348, p. 7.

2
“Bditerial, e Monde (Paris), Thiercy Pfister, May 8, 1968, p. 12

zi&a ﬁay&i;’fmﬁnﬁ#aal}g Jacquas Duquanpe, June 17, 1868, D 1.
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Although the Prench and the Comadian press found similar
,cﬁuﬁas ﬁéz the revolt in {ts opening days, the Canadian press
discussed the more underly.ng causes of the revolt, the conditions
" existing in France which led o it, The Prench, perhaps because
they were living this experience, were more preogeupied with the
single act of the police invasion of the Sorbonne. BDoth presses
were genarally sympathetic to the students and their cause foy
reform of the University. But, however sywpathetie the Canadians
were to the plight of the French student, their fear of the same
thing taking place in Quebee was nd great. They fels that the
conditions that existed in the French University before the riotsdc
did not exist in Quebec, Therefore there was no great goncern on
their part for the possibility of similar events occuring in theix
universities, Aé the crisis developed and the disorder beeame
more widespread, the unanimity of the Prench and Canadian press

no longer hold.



CHAPTER 11T
THE STUDENT REVOLY
Briskly... about twenty policemen penetrate the cafe

with nothing having provoked this intervention. Very soon

one can he.r groans and eries. Then I see young people

coming out all doubled up. 1)

A Negreo is hustled into a waiting police wagon. He dees not
look harmed, but when he is brought back out he is lving on n
streteher covered with blosd. ™I suppose that the color of his
skin merited bis being ‘taken care of' in the interior of tbe»vani“g
This iz an eye-witness asccount of what happened in the early days
of the student disorders at a particular cafe that students in the
Latin Quarter €ragquented. *1 saw several people coming up out of
the subway..., who wers not éemaﬂatrétars; struck in the face.”s
These last two passages wore taken from le Monde which generally
sided with ﬁhe‘ﬁzﬁééﬁﬁﬁ and againsgt the police in their confrontations.

The rosearcher was present at one of these confrontations toward
the latter part of June, 1968, and he can,aitegk to the severiiy of
the police reaction to the disorders. Although he reeeived a vifle
butt in the back and a scrape on the arm in one particular molee,

the researcher makes 0o stiempt te fay that these assaulis were orv

were not justified,

Ypditorial, le Monde (Paris), le Guem, May 9, 1968, p. 6.
2ynia.

3 L L ,
Bditorial, le Moonde {Paris}, Bay 7, 1968, p. 10.

17
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The French press however found iittle justificstion in the
way the police conducted themselves. The brutality of the police
amassed public ﬁ?&&iﬁ# o the side of the students. “Brutality,
added to force, law flouted by those who would have It respected;
these are the disorders that lead te more &iﬁ@%ﬁaxsw“&' "Phere
were acts of excessive brutality on the part of the poliige.
Paggers-by as ﬁ&i& as women deoing their shopping were besten ﬁ?i”§
&‘ﬁumsﬁité, the official newspaper eﬁltﬁé PCF, was sven mﬁr¢>
vehement in its condemnation of ‘the @Sziﬁa action. iﬁ an official
declaration of the French Communist ?ﬁfﬁ?}ﬁ?ﬂnﬁﬂﬁité wrote,

*The French ﬁcﬁmnnist Party condemns this fierce and exceasive
repreasion and expresses the indignant protegst of the waﬁkarﬁ;
the intellectuals, the young wa?i&.“ﬁ

It was apparent to the press that these riots had token the
police by surprise. An a result the police over-reactsd when the
studente first took to the streets. When they felt the tremendous
public resction against the way they had handled the students they
pulled back just as the studente were getting their sccond wind.
The result was even nore viaieﬁccs and 633*5?:;&_%1&:1'. In }:‘s@iﬁ
augﬁessxe& there wag the "first nxgﬁﬁ of the batti&aﬂ&g“ . Friday,

May 10, followed by the twenty-four hour worker strike, the

‘*iﬁdi&&rmi, e Monde €F&m¢}, “rhe DIfficult Path*™, &Iﬁm&
Grosser, May 13, 1968, p. 1.

SLe Mesde (Paris), May 9, 1968, p. 7.

szfﬂumaﬁizé {Papis, May 10, 1968, p. 1l.
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student-yworker march across Parlis, and the oceupation of the
Sorbonne by the studenis on the following Monday, May 13,

?&rﬁt the ;aiiﬂ@ rageted too strongly ¢o the student disordera,
then gsesmed to hasitaﬁe before the gc&tﬁﬁu} enalaught, As a resull
they suffered in the public's reaction. le Monde gave ite definition
of the Rind of authority it thought nzeessary in this situation,
“The best kind of suthority iﬁ that kind ﬁh&t does not have to resort
to sanetions to moke itself respected, DBut the possibility of a
sanction must exist."7 And in order that this sanction may never
ba uged it mist be a legitimate one,

Diametrically oppesad to the police and law and order in

general wevre the groupusculesg, the left.wing enarchists who would

destroy the whole bourpgecis gocilety to build thelr "peopie’s
damacraéy“ﬁ The foramost of the groupuscules was the Movement of
March 22, crested on that date at Nanterre by ianisl Cohn-Bendit,
who took the lesadership of all the students in revelt, CohneBendit
wag the artilleryman who set off the powder keg at the Sorbonna
whieh ot off the explosion of Paris, and then of 2311 ?raﬁﬁew“g
He was bourn of German pavents who had £led to France to sscaps
the madness of ¥itler. After the war the parents returned to
Germany, but Daniel remained in France, later to enroll in tha
Faoulty of Lottexrs at Nanterrs, where his cageer as a student

revolutionary began., One of his first confrontations with the

Le Monde {(Paris), Grosser, May L5, 19G8, p. 7.

8 ,
La Presse (Montreal), May 29, 1968, p. 5.
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schoel authorities took place at the dedieation of a newly built
pocel at the Faculty (school) of letters at Hanterre, As La Presse
recounted it, “... he blamed the / school_/ authorities... for not
doing aﬁf%hing about the sexual prQéiemﬁ of the students,. The
minister counseled the boy to jump into the pool to regulate...
hig sexual problems. A not too affable exchange ﬁeila&eﬁ.“g
Cohn~Bendit had strong political beliefs that he sought to impose
on otherz. "To strike down those who do not agree,” wrote e Figaro,
*that is the principal argument of this defender of éamaaracy,"ia
Paraphrasing one of his remarks Le Soleil concluded, "There exists
only one democerncy {(for Cobn-Bendit); that of the a%:esﬁ.“Ii
ie Monde 4id not take such a negative view of Cohn-Bendit and
his i1k, It was able to sea a new and better university rising
from the revolt that spread from these small groups to the student
body at large. although their mesns of expression were often
excessive, "... the dreamers of Nanterre are speaking a language
that the others ﬁf&%ﬁ stuéeat§;7 geem o ﬂﬂﬁ&gsaaaé,“iz’ Raymond
Aron, formerly a sotiology professer at the Sorbonne, was fearful
af what these groups represented and vhat they were doing, The
public d4id not reslize the seriousness of the erisis. 4 small

minority was in the process of succeeding in an operation of

pia.
Y010 pigaro (varis), 3.P., Moy 10, 1968, p. 4.
il&&f%@i@i; {Quebec), May 17, 1968, p. 27,

1215 Monde (Paris), May 7, 1968, p. 10,
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of subversion that cabinet ninisters, parents, teachers, and students

refused to undatsﬁand.13

Theae so-called student reform groups were
not representative of anyone but themselves, and the teachers snd the
Mﬁuistry of Education should chalienge their authority to speak for
811 students, T“May every student, every teacher who experiesnces my
fear and shares wy hopes, Iry to convince his friends. May everyone

14 This terrorvist

be mobiliged in a final crudade of reagon.”
subversion had ée be stopped.
L’Humagiﬁ% wae placed in a d¢ifficult position by the activities
of the groupuscules, Conventionally a?ﬁgmanité occupied the far
left of th&.gnlitiaﬁl gpectrum, Ome would expect &’Humamité to take
the lend in the £ight sgainst a bourgeoie eapitalistic saci@ty;
houwzver this Conmunist newspaper was completely taken by surpris s
and was passed on its left by the groupuscules that were in fact
more revolutionary than it was. L‘ﬂumanitévcon&emneé the activities
of these Marxist-leninist groups as endangering the interests of
the students and wark#rs. in an article entitied "False Revolutionaries

to Unmask"” Georges Marchails wrote, "As always whon the union of

dewocratic and worker forces progresses, the lefi-wing groupuscules
agitate everywhere, Thase false reveolutionariss must be energetically
unmasked because... they are only serving the interests of the Gaullist

15 . Lt
power and the great capitalistic manapgiiea.“lﬁ And latex L’Humanite

lsﬁdiaariali is Figaro (Paris), "The University Crisis", Raymond
Arvon, June 11, 1968, p. L.

b, . . . . _
b Editorial, Ie Figaro {Paris), Raymond Aron, Juna 13, 1963, p. 13,

5
hJL‘ﬂumgﬁité (Paris), Georges Marchais, May 3, 1968, p. 1.
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wrote, ... w2 must fight and gompletely lgolate all the left-wing

groupuscuies which are trying to hurt the demecratic movement by
w8

covering thamsajvaes in vevolutionary phressoelegy. 1t Z21t that
the derands made by the students were legitimate Lot theiv actiong

only favored the groupuscules whose interests had woihing in conmon

with those of the students at larde.
On May B, the IFOP gﬁfenca,institat& of Public CGpinlion)

conducted a poll for France-3eir to detevwine whethexr Parisians

approvad or dipapproved of the student denandg and who they thought
were responsible for the disorders, Pelow apn the results of that Qa%i,
£0%  Approve of the students® demands
12% Disapprove
9% Ho opinfon
23% Students are vosponsible for the rists
20%  Police are vesponsible
155  The Minlstry of Bducation is responsible
14%  The uniwergity is rosponsiblie
13% Other :
13% No opinion
In the sate artiele in which these figures appearced Jean Feviot
wrote, “The student... a2ppoars like s ronantie chavacter, unjustly
’ + s . ?
erushed by on inhuman gogial and ceonowiz maanxna,“i if the
puabiiz did not iilks what the studanta ars doing, they at least
underatand the motivation for the studanta® hohavior,
Iz Hende was gencrally sympathetic €0 the poadenis. Duving

one of the garlier denmonstrolions, ... the domenstirators, whe

6
*1bia,

Yprance-Soir (Paris), Jean Feriot, May 10, 1968, p, &.




advance Calmly, without even chanting slogens, are surprised by

>

a very strong police charge. w18 Sometimes it is enthusgilastiec.
"May thanks be given to the 'terrible jolt®, the student ravolh,.
since it had opsned the cyes of a 1ot of people, particulariy
thege of General do G&&%ia*"lg
411 those who concern themselves with the fukure of

manise can only rejoice in secing a group of young

people rise up and ot enthusiastic over GCohn~-fendit

rather than Johnny lallyday / a popular French singex 7,

over barricades rather than Q&ympia f a musig hall in

Paris where Johnny Hallyday sings {20)
Raymond Barrillon of le Monde approved of the revolt but only so
long as the students did not go too far. “They are not wrong to
denounce the wisdeeds of a consumption society, but they should
not lose sight of the fact that this same socisty opens the door
to a better world and & material world less dJeplorable for a good
nunber of their *worker ﬁrien&ﬁ‘“.gi

xfﬂnmaﬁiﬁé,alaa gaygﬁxteé'zae students® cause but with

reservations. The student malaise had legitimate ressons which

the Communist Party had always supported, but,

131.;». Monde (Paris), K. Christitch and J. P. Quenlin, May 8, 1968,
p. Gy

i'hﬁ,Maa&e}(?a&ﬁa}, Jacgues Fauvet, Juns 10, 1968, p. 1.

20pditorial, Le Monde (Paris), "A cultural Revolution, Yes,
But Which One?", Jean le Veugle, May 23, 1968, p. 9.

ﬂéiaafiai, ie Monde (Paris), “A lueid Folly", Raywond
Barrilon, HMay 17, 1968, p. 4.



 eesbeing revolutionary does not mean playing with
riots. It means working to bring about great changes
which will permit the demogratic university to be built,..
it means preparing the vietory of their cause by linking
their battle to that of all workers, all democrats.
‘ 22)

In the Canadian press only Le Devoir was sympathetic with the
students. "It is not possible and it would be without a doubt
dangeroug to raduce this phenomenon to an explosion of folly or to
ses in it the work of only a2 handful of agiﬁaﬁarg,"ﬁg' writing in
the May 17 edition of zguﬁavair:A1aiﬁ Touraine wrote,

The student movement ig important becauss it goes

beyond a banal request for participation in the management

of social action or study groups., 1t concerns a movement,.

which i putting a decision and management system in

question and not just the forms of orgunisation.

{24)

There was much in the press of both countries that was negative
concarning the students. "In this business about the examinations
(which the students were boycotting) the students who are revelting

' ) . .25 ,
have touched off a bomb that could go off in their hands.™ The
taking of the Sorboune and the blocking of the exawinations was
beginning to turn a once sympathetic public against them, "e..uwithout
the support of public opinfon, ... abandomed by west of their teachers,
the students risk losing the benefit of a positive action (agroeing

2
to sit for the exaninstions) by an ilil-considered gesture.”

2?L%ﬁu&aa£§%‘{Paxis}, Georges Bouvard, May 5, 1968, p. S

g3§@it¢ri&lg le Devoir (Montreall, May 16, 1968, p. 9.

%15 pevoly (Montveal), Alain Touraine, May 17, 1968, p. 7.

ggﬁﬂitﬁfiﬁlg France~Soir {(Paris), “The Silent (nea HMHake
Themselves Beard", Jean Feriot, May 17, 1968, p. 4,

e T

2%



25

In Le Figoro Jean Peuillon wrote, "... it is sad to sse that a
thousand young psople in revolt can bloek the ﬁnivmraiﬁy“mﬂchiﬁg.WZ?
That tﬁiﬁ.aamber'oﬁ studente could gtop the university suowed that
the adwinistration did net expsct such a r&a¢£§¢u and had wads no
preparation to face it. “"Vhy don't sonm responsible students =
those who want to build - attempt to recpen the dialogue, today
ewen, rather than kaviﬂg"tha billy clubs do all the taiking?“za

| Raywond Aron in Lar§i§agw_£§aug§t that certain student and
‘teacher ﬁai@as_hgé exploited the situation. The vevolt was not
spontaneocus in view of a university reform; it ﬁag taunched by

the Movement of March 22 and ethgrvgreug&seuzas who were ot
29

_interssted in reform, but only in causing trouble.

eveltiow is it that this ardent and anguished youth
ss»l8t thamselwes be carried awaVv... by individuals
whose goals, alagl are wily too well koowm and witeaw
are doing their best to murder France and scoff at alil
that is honorable in a dewmocracy? {303

I

Another weiter, also writing in iz Fi

are, waved the bloody shivts
The old do not understand the young's lack of patriotism. Hen
died in two World Wars so that the young vevolutionaries could b e

born in a free comntry and this country shonld be preserved and

3?£e Figaro (Parial), Jean Papilloen, Hay &, 19068, p. 10,

zgﬁﬁitasiaii e Figaro (Paris), "University Breakdowm”,
Jean Papillon, Hay &, 1968, p. 1.

Rﬁﬁéitmriaig le Figaro {Parig), "Conclusions and Propositions®,
Ravmond Avon, June 19, 1968, p. 1.

Bgiﬁ-?i§&?& (Paris}, Jesn Papillon, May 9, 1968, p. 1.
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defended. '"loday when wo see fhig ﬁakhﬁéia&é systomaticsily
ravaged end ruined... ws can not help thinking abeut all those
who in the past gava thaiz*iiv&s_ta saﬁgguaré'it;..“Si

The Canadian pross also reactad nagatively to what vas going
on iith the students in Framce. *It ip difficult to ses how these
brawls wiil help the studsnt csuse in the immedlate futura;”gz
was how Ie Soleil saw the situation, La Presse had some connents
to make, sonmetimes with tongue in cheek, "If you want to be sure
of seeing a show, you ought to go to the Latin Quarter where the
students are masters only after Ged.“ﬁg in the Odeon theater in
the Latin Quaritsr, which students held, "... playvs {fhre;?
improvisaed on the thewe, ‘lHow to Romake the World', shown in a
decor of rad £lags. Adwission, £ree, twenty-Lour hours & day."”
In a more serious vein la Presse thought that the students still
had the support of public opinion in their demands but the publie
was beginning to tire of their slowness in coming up with a
goustruetive program, “If this situation is prolenged... it
could produce a sudden change in pudlic opinion in favor of the

govermment, which morsovar has shown itself disposad to 5atiofYeuse

5lﬁdiﬁoriﬁi, e Ficaro {Paris), "Digstressed Patheriand”,
Gem. Boaufr®, June 14, 1968, p. 12.

a2 N . . ‘ s T
Bditorial, Is Soleil (Quebse), "Violence in Paris”,
¥ay 8, 1968, p. &«

Eﬁﬁéitariai, Tait ?ﬁ&ggg.ﬁﬁﬁnﬁr@al), "Battar Hot Go to Paris™,
May 21, 1968, p. 1. a

Bhrnia,



the students® demands concerning their participstion in a profound
reform of the univar&ityﬁﬂzﬁ' Iin an edivorial & fow doys latoy
la Presse wrote, "On the ruing of the bourgecis State which has
opened the doors to free unjversity education for most of them, it
would be interesting to know what they plan on building. This

preoccuplies them little enough, for they do not even koow themselves,
Uhat seems to lnterest them Lirst of all is éestrsyéngq"ﬁs

The serious students... have better things to de
than to go down into the streets. The majoritve..
thinks it scaondalous, this furor, subtly ignited thea
maivtained by the lzaders oho have theilr own reasons
to ereate... disorder and chaos.., an investigation
conductad in Paris reveals that f’maﬂy ﬁfm{ the leaders
seoitre fopeigners, including Americans. .. These students
are unhappPVea.. ut why? Because they are ancelite?
Because they have remarkable masters? Because they will
have to face difficult problems? . There will be some for
them just as there were for us; 1ife does not change,..
Fortunately, there are rezl students! They work in silence,
for, knowing that they have a rendez-vous with destiny,
they are preparing to say 'Present!’ {37}

The idea of a fading nationalism of the part of the French
student was commented on in Lo Prosse and uwas linked to the Comnunist
movement, iIf gfiha &ﬁnﬁﬁatg;?’gang the ’Iaternational®, it is
because they condemn nabionalisme.. I geems o me that for the
majority of the French gtudents nstional boundaries have less and

& 'y e e B ; » =z ». !58
significance.,.. Communienm asgain bas its big chance.™

K tik
3%@&_?&&@3& {Montreal), May 17, 1968, p. 1.

ﬁﬁﬁéitariai, la Presse {Vontreal); "Prance Paraslysed”,
Gyrilie Felteau, May 21, L9603, p. G.

Y ‘ - _
? Editorial, La Presse (Montresl), "Running a High Temperaturs®,
_ 383§it9££&3, La ¥resse (Moncreall); "The French Student and
Nationalism”™, Jean Mehling, June L3, 1968, p. 3.



28

If % Presse came out strongly agalnst the students it was
equally critical of the way the government was handling tha situation,
it was, after all, the ﬁi&ist&r of éa&i@ﬂai Eﬁucaﬁiaa that had agked
the paliﬁa to intervens at the neating inzgha gourt yard of the
Sorbonne on May 3. The students and the two largest student unions,
the UNEF (National Union of Students of Prance) and the SHESup
(Hational Union of Higher Education) made thres éaman&é to the
government that would have o b@‘mat'bafare they would sit down and
negotisge, Thess wmre:

1. The police leave the Sorbomne ﬁﬂ&ritﬂ environs,

2. All those students arrested duriag the riots be released.

3, Classes start agein in ths Eéfbﬁnna.

The government took a hard lime on these demands and was criticized
for taking such an aacampramising geaitiaaﬁr LaYPtassé in a ﬁﬁa&liﬁ&
gtory ceéﬁluded, e mOsh cbasrvers teday think that the government
hag come out on the losing side in ite confrontation with the
students... The authorities are largely responsible for the riots
on the night of Friday te 332&&&3? gf%ay 10-11, the f£irst night of
the barricades_J... which could have been avoided if they had
taken some measures of appeasement in tima‘.,“ﬁg A month later,
however, La Pregze made an about-face, putting the blame for the
continuanee of the unwrest on the students. During the first

seuffies publie onindon was on the side of the students and the

D criag

,I‘S?_g‘g Presse (Montreal), May 13, 1‘363; Pe ta
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sltuation was not taken too ssriocusly., Sut little by little

what wae going on appearsd to be more than youthful cxuberance.

FPhis State, denounced ﬁ? its enemies as being a ‘*polive State?”
directed by a clique of assassins, has shoun a remsrkable aptitude
' £or tolerance during the last five w@ekag“ég

a*ﬂkmaniﬂa. as spokeasman for one a# the opposing politieal

parties, naturaliy'eéiaeriéliﬁﬁé:against the gavaﬁnman%fanérﬁﬁa

way it was handling the students. It editorialiszed alwmost daily
against the de Gaulle government in typical Communist pavlance,
#ditoriale were often headlines in two or three inch characters

80 that their readers would make no mistake about how it viewed

the happeénings. For example, on May 7 it headlined, "The Responsible
Party is th@-@ﬁvaramantz“ﬁiﬁ Hay 9, “IThe Protests Spread Agsinst
g&;rcaaicﬁ”ézz May 11, “Halt to Repression! The Government Responds
to the anger of the ﬁnivarsity‘with‘blaséy vin:enag"aﬁ; May 13,
"General Strike -- Students and gpskﬁr& Unite Against.gegrasstﬁn”&ﬂi
and on May 15, "By Millions, Strikers and Denonstrators Bring
Charges Agsinst the Gaullist G@Vatnmant,“éﬁ Cummﬁn;ing on the

twenty-four hour strike on May 13 by the workers in a show of

40 ” ‘ - _
Bdivorial, La Presse (Montreal), “The Situation in France”,
Guy Cormier, Jume 13, 1968, p. &,

131 ; ' |
L'Humonité (Paris), May 7, 1968, p. 1,

ézlﬁgamanité {Paris), May 9, 1968, p. 1.
&% .
“Limumanite (Paris), May 11, 1968, p. 1.
L'fumanite (Paris), May L3, 1968, p. 1.

Y mmanite (Paris), May 15, 1968, p. ie



support for the students L?ﬁ&&agitﬁiabﬁﬁrvaa, ®rhe grest common
uprising of the working class and the students has forced the
governwent to pull back, to concede apnesty, This is a vietety.“ﬁs
Attacking both the gmvarhm&ﬁt and the left~wing anarchists at the
sams time as being the cnemies of the students at latge, it found
that, "the deterioration of the situation, so skilifully maintained
by the government, has coused the left-wing agitation to increasSe..
But as for a trga program, solutions, a way out for tﬁé gtudents,
it‘ofﬁarﬁ Rchiﬁ%;”av A month end a half later, after the gniiﬁa
removed the students who ﬁa& been occupying the SQxbsnna,:L‘aamgnité

onee agsin ecriticized the hard gore leftists for plaving intoe the

o]

hands of de Gaulle, “when... will certain individuals realize that
the f£ight against Gaullism is Seriods business? «e. when will they
stop furnishing Gagzlism the pratexts that.thay walt £or... and
that thoy sopetimes forge for themsslves? ... the troubles and
disorders work for the govermment which is using thom i@ give
itself the visage of keseper of order anérpublia ttanquiliity;"ﬁg
Herce the paper was looking a&g&& to the slections., it Qiﬁ not

wont the students to give the voters reason to vote for de Gaulle
as the one who could best engure the maintenance of law ard order.
The Gaullists were developing this theme as the major issue of the

electoral compailgite

éégiﬁumagité {Pavis), Roger Garandy, bay 15, 1968, p. 1.

'{Fj? -~ . + ¢
L'*Buranite {Parisg), "The Ilast Word in Gaullism Hoderism e

Repression™, May 7, 1968, un. 6.

£ . .
i’ﬁgaanigg (Parisg), June 17, 19868, p. 5,



Although more moderate in its condemnation of the government,
le Pigare also thought that the government shared a large part of
the vesponsibility for the conditions on the universities, In
response to s rewark made by Geweral de Gaulle im which he eritieized
are thought that, Mews TO

the University for the disorders, le ¥i

biame the University for not having reformed itself is a wrong
without foundationm: an organism of tha State, the University can
ba reformed only by the gﬁvetﬁ@ent."ég For the last ten years the
government had made many reforms, but few good onas., * ,..reforas,
God knows! have not been lacking: it is sven thay that caused the
£irst éiaéréar‘”sa Too many reforms were pushed on the ﬂniwarsity
by raﬁermez# who d4id not know what they were talking about, A4s for
the street disordsrs, “... the typical mechanism, provocation -
repregsion, repregssion -~ riot, riot - repression, set in wmotion
by governumental blundering... has mobilized opinion... in Eavor of
the studentS... nit | 7

Le Monde concurred. ... the gavargment.‘. shares a large part
of the responsibility for the rioting in the latin Quarter., Foorly
informed and ingpived, it gave the im;zeasion of hesitating to ;h@

will of the movements of the crowd of students, graaigita&ing

ég&ﬁiﬁarzal is ¥Figaro (Paris), “Defense of ih@ Univevrsity”,
Piarre Gaxotie, June 22, 1968, p. L.

*1pia.

ﬁi“ditmyiﬁl is ?ig Ao {Paris}, "The Pate of the Unlversity
Depands on the ﬁtﬁdﬁﬁis", Raymond Aron, June 15, 1968, p. 1.



genlaions illy eoncsived, not arviving st a tima when they &auié
have otill pvoided the worst.””® s Monde felt that the enrngls
randersd 5 gervice by exposing the problems and the shortcomings

of the univercities in owoting the shallenge of providing suizable
cmditions for iﬁamiég, and plac by suggesting the refommo that
would help the waivarsitiss provide memningfel edusation in a modern
world, "It ip plesasant to obstrve {hat o govetrnment whish, tam
yoars ago, took advantage of the Alglers insurrection to imstall
1tae)f an o permangat fixtura, chargzs thoge with 11legalliy uless
harvs daelayod thaunssivas voady 2:6 zasume thole vasponsibilitisn

w33 the Caullists waes mors Lntarested in the

bafors the counbry.
grandenr of their Joader and his vagiod thon the trouLies of the
Unfversity. These Gaulifsta, "... doeplore tha zentasion of viclenes
at 8 mt::éﬁmi vhen the syes of the entire world sec &n Paris the
capital Erom whavs paaes wiil coms. ;f" ths Parie psaco m},@mj}”ﬁ*
Bevors! the atreet Eighting and the policfes which insvitably
£ollow a soulel and cconomic vphicaval such as thie ons, the: press
Izoked to the future ¢35 zae what would gone Erom all this chaos
'E‘az‘ the university. I was evident to both ths Freonch ond Ganadian
prasges that some sorvt of ooform sms In stors for Fromveh higher

education, One of the chief demands made by the students was tiat

e s
Editorial, ls bMonds (Rarisl, “Hespousibllities,” Jdacques
Fewese, Ty 15, 1955, 2. 1.

L romds (Pardsd, TThe Stalkted®, Alfved Kagliox, Juns 224
‘g"’f‘“}’,@ Jonds (Parig), A Svove Hisimdoyotanding”, RZaymond
Bareilion, Bay 9, 1968, p. %,
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each university be more independent from the Ministry in Parise
“The reform to come.,. will have to give a larger if not 2

g
compiete astonomy to each university,”

said 1& Soleil, EBach
Aiéea& campus had its own particular needs and problems whish ghould
be dealt with on the Ioeal level., The loeal school administration
knewy better than the Ministry in Paris what it could de with what
it had. A move autonomous university would also remove the
university £rom the politics and politicians in ¥Paris, hopefully

leaving it in the hands of local educators who could then be just that,

Ie Devoir and Iz Monde saw a political reform as an answer to

gome of the University's troubles, political in the sense of a
difforent distribution of power at the local level, a chonge in the
power structure of the uniwersities, and not necessarily baving
aﬂything to &Q with the yﬁziﬁics in Pariz, Une could po looger
think that society was based on a consengus which would negate

any radieal takeover. The events of May showed how much people
were aéiasat&é from the political process and the decision-uaking

5
PrOCRss 56

There was at fivst only a swall group of politically-
winded activista, but ithey were able to activate a larger pass of
students to action, Therefore, they were a politieal forece that
had to be contended with. Lf they were allowed into tbe decisione-

making process 2nd were given a pilace in the power structure of the

55£dia¢ria1, le Soleil (Quebec), *The 'Difficult® Recoustruction
of the French University”, Folrian Sauvagesu, May 27, 1968, p. 14,

56
» Bditorial, £ Devoir (mMontreal), “The Sacial and Political
Crisis in France™, Clauds Ryan, May 22, 1968, p. 4.



university, they would no longer have need to revelt, Their lives

were being decided and they wanted a part in bow the decisions were

wmade, "ot participating divectly iu production, perfecting

reflexion and eriticism, having no real material responsibilities,

they are,.. in a position of observing and waitinge.. Students no

-icng@f constitute a easte of future mandarins, but a mass propised

to an often mediocre futura...“a?
another writer for Iig Monde saw the danger of a university

oo much attuned to the materisl neads of tﬁe goclety that a#ppﬁr%aﬂ

ity a university obliged te produce the séientisﬁa for its laboratories,

the politiciaus for its government, the saleswen for its busincss.

A university should not have to adapt itself to society. 1t should

fivst be a privileged agent of imtelleciual and scocial critieism,

the one institution that ecould stand back from gociety and criticize

ite it should be first aihd foremost a producer of the free and

creative thinkers wiich ¥Franee neﬁdeé.gs_

The idea of s student as
@ humen blotter that scaks up the wisdom and knowledge of his
professors was outdated, Hore seminsr and discussion type classes,

more independent rescarch to stimulate Creative spd imaginative

thinking should replace the more conventional lecture clagsas,

51&& Honde (Paris), Fredéric Gaussen, June 6§, 1968, p. L.
58 . . .
Bditorial, l. Monde (Paris), "For the Movement", alain
Touraine, Hey 11; 1968, p. 9

59 . , . , .
Hditorial, l2 Monde (Paris), "ihe Wakening of the Cellective
Congeience', Bﬁ"-rvg Hamon, Mxy 8, 1 568 v P 12;
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Yeee This upsets traditions a century old... vhieh have trinsformed
professors into éi&ﬁfibﬁt&tg of exalted truths and the students
into peneil-pushers., R

1e Figaro thought that the university had the right, even the
duty to maintain courses that did not appear to have any visible
application, However it should alse try to steer students towards
couraes of study in which they would be able to £ind work,®’
bacause "to reglster in the faculiy of letters if aﬁg dnes not
have the vocation to teach 16 a waste of one's Lite..."OF

Beaction in the Camaedian press to the student riots and what
the French University ought to 4o as a4 result did net differ greatly

from the reaction in the French press. Scme of the newspapers wre

pro~giudent, such as le Honds, L‘ﬁumaaité, aud Iz Devoir while

others were anti-gtudent, lg Figaro, Fronce-Soir, and Ls Presss.

Ie Soleil did not se=m ko £it in either category. Their reaction
wag not according to natiousl boundsrics but rather according to
the poiitical philosophy of the partieular paper, i.e. consarvaiive,
wodsrate, or libszal. Ode paper, Lfﬁaﬂaﬁiié. was radieal in speech
but more gongsryvative in thought than one would expect for the

organ of the French Communist Party.

39&&i§ﬂtiﬁk, ip Monde (Parisg), "The Wakening of the Collsctive
Conscience”, Hervd damon, May 8, 1968, p. 1Z.

ﬁﬁﬁéitagial, Le F%ﬁﬁr@}{ngia}; “Zonclugions and Propositions™,

w&ata&igl, Lo Figara (Paris), "The Paculty of iﬁtt&ra”
Pierre Uaxotte, June 1, 1968, p. 1.



There was no evidenee that their cowmen heritage and language
glay@d any part in the formation of these phlliogophies, Ths

treatment of the student situation in Is Mopnde or le Deveir, for

example, would probably be siwilar to that of the New York Times

becausa . they all have similar philosophies, in this case, liberal,

In le Devoir anﬁ‘ze goleil there were articles that might support

a different conelusion. Le Soleil wrote, “Hers in Quebee (province)

these troubles are not bresking ocut snd have not broken out,.."

but, "Lavsl Univmraity..@ iz boiling inside. The students, supported

taeitly by theiy professors, are gnxiaas to participate in the

nanagement of the univar&ity.”62'»LﬁASQlail wag conearnad that

somathing might erupt in the ptill doeile Quebec univergities,

"It in ioportant to get on with reform in Quebec higher education

as soon ag pogsible before the agitastion in Aurcpe and the Unite 4

States comes here to Quebae.”63
The significance of thess remarks is that, in & year whaen

student unrest around the world was common, Quebec studenis ware

reacting as a result of action taken by other gtudents, rogardisss

 0§ their naticnality. The ﬁaat %ﬁét they were both Prenchespeaking

was not the point. A& Qﬁsitianpap&x of the UGEQ {(G=neral Union of

Students of Quebec) appeared in le Devoiyr, saying in part that the

ﬁ*ha;tarxai ie dSoleil (Quebee), "The Students Yant a Sreater
Porticipation™, Benoit ia s Vois, June 7, 1968, p. 7.

ﬁgﬁéifariai, Iz Soieil {Gaahae}, fiolence in Paris”™,
May 8, 1968, p. &,
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YEGEQ made a commpon causs with the French students because of
*The similarity of our situation, cur aspirations, and cur demands
G

vig-a»¥ip goclety and the education system,® The key word here

is our. OUne can not ba cartain if cur refers to gtudents in g&ﬁér&i
or to FrauC§;§§eaﬁing students in general. The researcher baslieved
that it referred to the former, Ths following guotations supported
this conclusion. Le Devoir and Le Pigaro £elt that what was happening
in Franesa in 1968 was nothing new in the French experience bscause
of their natural propensity for rawvolutionary activity. %, ,.the
French have a long revolutionary tradition and what is happening
thig yeaor in Paris has taken place under all regimes... The black
flag and the red £lag have waved over quite a fow harricadaa,“ﬁg
and "the latent anatchism of the French people has shewn a stupefied
world how an anarchistie revolution can, i juat a few wesks,
pracipitate the collapse of a modern sgciatyi”ﬁs As £or the age
of the French university, lo Devoir wrote, "... it s nmatursl fovr
the crisis to be nore bitter and the confrontation wore brutal in
Burope than in America because the university over there is wvery
much older and thus slower to 'budge' and because the students

there are traditicnally politicizeds

&Aﬁgmgyvai: {Montreal), Juns 5, 1968, p, &,

£5 .
“Le Devolr (Montreall, NMay 16, 1968, p. 9.

&ﬁ . » ‘ - e " & > F
Editerial, le Figaro (Paris), “sgsinst the Institution of

T

Terrorism®, Rayieond Aron, June 14, 1968, p. 1.

67 -
’ﬁa{ﬁavqir}(ﬁaatza&i},Aiaaa cit,



Thus what was happening in France <ould happen in Juabee,
not bacause France and Quebsc shared the same tongue and the

gsame heritage, but becauss it was hoppening all over the world,



CUAPTER IV

TUE QORKER TTRIEE

The student digsorders were alreasdy entering thsiv thivd
wsak before the workars decidad €o ey leproviug thelr situation
vigma~vis the government and industey. In France the govarament
controls a lavgs part nf the cconcmy. It runs the railrvoad, the
radlo and television networks, the telegraph and telepbond companias,
Aly Frence, the silnes, and the gas and elecivie coupanics, and the
Rensult automobile factories; fron wiilsh the vorker revolt sprang
when the Zepnault factory st Iyon was struck and occupled on Friday,
Hay 17. Thus whon the tire came for the workeys to segotialte a
return to work they had to bDargaio with governmant apobeswen en
weil as representatives from private industry., Some of the wost
difficult negetiating tosk place between the sotkers snd the
goverprent, and the striliss tendsd to bs louger in the public
snetors. The strike at the G&f?-ﬁﬁ? exanpie (CEELcs of French
Radie and Television Networks) lested well iamte July, due in padk
to the sensitivity €0 the issue of govevmment control of the news «-
& problem thet hes never boen settled o the satisfsetion of the
radic and telsvision jaarnéiiaasﬁ Lspeeially during this ertya-
ordinarily Jdifficuit period, the Frouvb publlc depended aimost
%&%iﬁ@iy on newspapsrs Loy Les {ofovmation on aventn, The Leliowing

,
ponmunigqee apreared in ke Figaro as the strike wae still approsehing

ites panith:



A eammunigaé from the Union of the Parisian Pregs:
In the dramatic circumstances that are now sweeping the
gountry, the Parisian press will econtinue, according to
its tradition, to inform its readers of all political
persuagions with objectivity, and to reeord the happenings
of the diverse political and labor groups which have any
bearing on events. B

Howewer, every newspaper rsserves to ftself the
incontestable right to conment on these events, to say
in congeience to its readers, and based on its own )
gonvictions, what it thinks and what it sugestS..s 16
should be well uaderstood that the editorial staff of
Ie FPigare will accept no kind of censorship, regardliess
of its source, {1

= . 3 > & ’
Fronce-Soir printed a similar communigue.

A cemmuniqag by the union of journalists of
France~S0ir: 'Frante«-Soir'... will appear as usual
so that the public may continue to be informed,
However the journalists of Prance~Soir affirm their
golidarity with the generazl movement and itz demands
for the professors and workers. {2)

la Presse felt that the veporting of ovents by the French
‘pross left something to be desired, Bach newspaper accused the
others of inadegquate or false coverage in exchonges which were
often raduced to name-calling, “If French public opinion has
been overvhelmed by eovents, confused by eonmflicting reports of
what was going on, and humiliated by having been taken (by the
students... and the workers) what does the French press have to
say? Therc is anarchy there gis@i“s This wag "journaliastic

4
folklore of the worst bind,*™

%L@ Figaro (Paris), May 20, 1968, p. 1.
3§raa¢ew$aig {Parig), May 24, 1968, p. L.

SLg‘Qraasa tMontreal), May 18, 1968, p. 4.

“Ibid.



41

'§y tha end éﬁ Hay, just before Genoral do Gaulle went on national
telavision to announce the new slections in June, public confidence in
the country'*s ability to pull itself from the dapths to which she had
fallen had itgeelf reached its lowest point. According to a poll
cenﬁaetéé on May 27, by the IFOP which appeared in France-Soir,
one-third of those polled feared a revolution would ba the result of
the current situation., Pifty-fisve per cent sxprosssd concern aboul
tha country's future, Fifty per céent were "rather hostile” toward the
student ciamonsi;raticnmﬁ Ar this point the French economy was losing

31 bitlion avwaeks

3

June 5,’ as a result of the strike 1diing wore than ten million workers.

and 5% of its GIP for the three week poriod ending

The causes of the strike were not as difficult to fathom as the
case with the students. Cowpared to workerg in the five other Common
Market countries, the French worker worked more hours per wecl, and with

the eyception of the Italisns, received the lowest hourly wage.

WORK WEBER ¢in hours) HOURLY WAGE {in Francg)
% francs = L dellary
FRANGE &7 e B8
Luxembourg 46 6,00
the Netherlands 46 Lo 75
Cermany 44 5,75
Belgium 44 5,05
(8)

.
“France-joir (Paris), May %, 1968, p. 4.

62& 3Qia§i {Qﬂ%héﬁ}; Moy 29, 19868, p. 2.

7 . s .
France-Soir (¥aris), Jun=s 6, 1968, p. 5,

8 ) ,
France-soir (Paris), May 28, 1968, p, 104
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The student revolt was indirectly responsible for the strike,
Previous to May, 19685, the workers had ravely acted as a unified
group, imposing their collective demands on the governmeant and
private iﬁé{mt;:yi The student-worker march acrogs Paris on aéay 13,
made them g yare of their numerical strength, their uanity, and
their f—am-t Just a few weaeks i&aﬂcrégimianiaaéars hed consideved
a national strike as being néithe:?_ wanted nor possible. ~’I‘éﬁa Same
the student revolt. ... amplificd by the ercors committed by
the government and the cxcesses of the repression, a climate was
ﬁreamd.‘ The fact was proven that the ge?émﬁzaun was sensitive
to Forceful demonstrations. n? *They {_ﬂﬁhe. %r&at&_j wera fod up
with their unfruitful encounters with the ga%:emmeni:; They were ,
fod up with living on meager salsries. They were fed up with the
maddening casualness with which tﬁﬁir dman&a;. were rojected,’

Ten yoars is enm}gi# f’fz*esﬁei*fing to de Gaulle's tenurce ot the
%iys&a«? it is even too muchi A8 |

The students could éét have been happiar as ‘x:h';e strike quickly
gained in forecs and soon spread over the entire country. They
rushed to the sides of their comradss in the fight againgt the
Gaul 1_11;% .reg‘im& zgté were surprised wvhen they were groated at ams*
la#gth at the factory gates, For them ti%za overthrow of a bauz;ggéia

society necessitated the alliance of the student and labor Eorces,

gﬁﬁimriax, 1z ¥onde (Paris), “Chain Reaction™, Jacques Fauvet,
May 21, 1968, pe 1. o

18 .
ﬁ’&mmiﬁé {Paris), René Andriesu, May 16, 19684 p. 1.
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¥

Howavor the znrabrv did not sse it that weay, ««» the maps of

gtudents,” wrote France-Soir, "ig incontrollablie and wicontrolled,

It could be suddenly carried away... by foolhardy acts which would
Thein prav&%& a pelice intervention supported by a »ublie opinion
finally tired of thdse axeessca.. " "The gtudents went Lo
ovarthrow the University and socisty at fhe sawe time; the workers
on strike are £ighting for material advantages, without putting
12

i 3 g - i 4./
the whole social systom in Coust... L'llumanite was for once

in complete asgreement with France-Soir and I Monde,  "The hell

raising, the acta of violence, the riots have the one geal of
ereating confusion and thus scaving into the Gauliist caup the
men and women whose alliance the working claso s counting on, 13
The Canadian press arrived st similar conclusions, The
workers, lad by the CGT (Sensral Confederation of Labor), a
Communisi inaspired labor union wiich took control of the strike
after it had gotien started, bad been suspicious of the astudenta
sinee the erisis begon. "The young students worn wel coned ﬁy the
strikers who wers happy enough to keep them at a distance.™

"The {OT and the Communist Party were very oritical of the Intentions

of the gtudent srganizations and ingisted on the faet that the

11Ft&a¢e*$ci: {? &w).'“?ha r@ tgxg ?akes a Stride With the

*21¢ onde (varis), “The ¥ruits of Spring", Maurlee Duverger,
May 31, 1968, P. 1.

13&*& ﬁﬁ&iﬁ& (Pugis). Lauvent Salind, May 27, 1968, p. 5.

Y41s soleil (Quebec), May 18, 1968, p. 43.



working class had ne nedd for _{" stuémt*? sup;amtersv*}"g And
according to La Presse, “After the exaltation of the barricades

and the sgatisfaction of -imvmg shaken the government, the students
will no doubt understand why the labor unions have not totally

linked their fate with that of education, Student unionism will
always be a 'privileged® unionism: it decs not have to take the -
pregsured of sconomis iife inte atﬁﬁant.“lé Tha aesceiation of

the student unions with Cohn-Bendit further estranged the workets
from the atﬁée&ts- “e»+ the rapport between the student organizations
and the GOT end the Communist Party, arch enemics of the leader of

. ' | | 7
the Movament of March 22, becomes even sore sﬁrainﬂd,“&' For the

Communists, sohauﬁéndit was gnnemi public pumero un.

As the strike gainad in foree, the C€GT became more and more
da'mant about joining the students in their demonstrations. "It is
necessary to put a halt to any new provecation whieh would greatly
prejudice the public against ihﬂfﬁf?ﬁmﬂ@ag;?”wﬁvement in its
presentation of griava:sﬁes;“iﬁ

What was the stédeﬁtﬁ* reasction to the coel and sometimes
héatiia t&aﬁgtiaﬁ given them by the workers when the strike was
in £4ll swing? "The m%udanﬁs‘hava some reason to feel bittemmess.

Aredt they the Forgotten oues, the refectad ones, the counderned oneg?

—— : : A :
Iz pevoir (Montreal), May 18, 1968, p. 1.
lﬁba Presse (Montreal), June 12, 1968, p. 4.
L?Lm_?rgsﬁg (Montreall, Hay 29, 1968, p. le
“Bro goleil (Quebec), May 27, 1968, p. 1.

Ygaivorial, France-Soir (Paris), "The Condermed Ones™,
Jenn Feriot, May 28, 1968, p. 4.

19
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It was thay who set the stage for the workors and made advances
possible. They had gone to the aild of the workers and had been
rebuffed and had become wore and more despised by the public while
the workers, who were actually wmore harmfiul to the country, suffered
no adverse reaction,

The French and Canadian press compared the sorker movenent

to that Of the student vovement. le angipvnazaé that, as with

the student riote, "the leftist parties wsere at least as surprised
as the government, and the unions were completely talicn uUnawares
by events.”?® The iabor unions were able to de in three weeks
with oune girike what five years Qﬁratxikgttas.gféitﬁza ﬁtrik@g&?
had not been able to do.?* 1La Presse and L'lumanith remeried on
the difference in style of the strikers compared to the students,
“They asserted thelr rights in a remarkable calw. If they ‘occupied*
the factories it is probably %6 bar the route to gnarchists®
yxavacaziana (student or mthat%iﬁ&};“gz wWhat was striking about
this movement was its power and also its sang-froid. "The working
class, becaune of its size and its gogiaie# i o ?reéactiang‘ramainﬂ
the decisive and revolutionary forge and the iﬁr&a&a@i%é&l&
adversary of the capitalist :ﬁgimﬁ.“zs

29£éiteriai, Le Devoir (Montreal), A Foundemental Choice v
wWill Rave to Rise Vrom the Blections®™, J. M. L., June &, 1968, p. 7.

zi&gwnavﬁgr (Montreald, Jume 17, 1968, p. 4.

22&ditarial, la Preasse (Montreal), "The Frenelh Anavchy and
Revolt', Jean Wohling, June L5, 1968, p, 68,

/‘?Eimimrmz, L'Humanité {Pafis), "Gulliver On His Feei™,
Rene aAndrieu, May 21, 1968, p. 1.



The workers were able to maintain this coolness because of
the control imposed by the unions, the COT in particular.
"Spontaneous in origin, this novement is now controlled by the
uni&ns.“za wﬁiﬁﬁ'iaﬁ‘them into the fray with precise objectiwes
and a discipline of action, The difference betuween them and the
students was ong of tactics if not of Qb§activea¢2§

Frence had many unions but the largest ard in this instance
the wost influential was the CGT. Thig union and its szecretary=-
general, Georges Seguy, wera the subject of editorials in le Devoir
and le Figero. Georges Saguy had two goals in mind throughout the
strike., The first was to control the strike and gseparate it Erom
the studente' fight. He ﬁa§ distrustful of the leftist groups and
especially of Coln~Bendit who to him was as much the ¢nemy asg the
government. His seeond goal was to limit the consequences of the
strike. He, the CGT, and the Communist Party were not interested
in a governmental overthrow Decause France was not preparad. Such
an overthrow would be harmful to the labor movement in general.
Thay instead wanted o work within established institutions and
laws until such a time that the left could come to power at the
ballot box. 4An nllisnece with the students and a continuation of
the atriké any longer than naﬁ@&sary @nuid frighten the v&téﬁa and

put thisz goal in jam§a:ﬂy.3&v "Balted ﬁyftna_ﬁﬂafrgfé non-Communist

prance-soir (Paris), May 20, 1968, p. 3.

e

2510 7;

arp (Paris), Thierry Maulnier, May 28, 1968, pe 1.

2%gaitorial, le Devoir (Montreal), "The Legalistic left and
the Revolted lefe,”™ Jacques Duguesune, June 18, 1968, p. L.



pro-student union_/, the students, the PSU /a leftist party 7,
and the inteilectuals, the CGT tried to kesp control of its troups
while negotiating with the government which it ¢ontinued to trent

as a sound intariacutﬁri”2?

Commenting on the Fr&n&h-Cammnaiéﬁ Party iﬁﬁ?}, France-~Soir
WECLE, “let it be well understood thet ihe Comunist Party refuses
to cut France in two.. ?hg'gpaaf?' It does not demsnd power for
itgelf, gquite the contrary. It will participate in the government,
certainly, but not in the top gasiﬁiaas;“zg their objective, said
L&_#igaro@ *is met to make revolution, but to not let themselves
be passed on the left by the gtudents, by the Mgoists, by the young
murkerﬁ.“gg The Gaullist government and the Communist ?a:hyAware'
the only two forces that sought to stabilize the situation during
the crisis, "“The CFDT and the Federation of the left / FGDS,
another party on the left_/ are powerless between these two pillars
of Prance; the Communist Party, whiceh ieg waiting for its day, and
the bourgeols State, arcund which & majority of French group in a
pariod of erisis.“sg The relationship betwean the Gaullists and
the Communists wae marked by e mixture of alliance and hostility,

cooperation and gompetition. 1In the opinion of Jean Feriot,

ga1torial » le Figaro (Paris), "From Nanterce to the Elysée®,

Raymond Aron, Jong 6, 1968, Pe %o

2$§:anc¢~$¢iw {Paris), June 14, 1968, p. 2.

39$§itar£a1ﬁ ie Figaro {Paris), "After the Storm", Haymond
Aron, June 4, 1968, p. 1.

3315£&%
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writing in France-30Lir, "... Mr. Waldeck Rochet / the secretary=-

ganeral of the Prench Communist ?arrg#? hags, in just a few days,
beecone a very important man; he hcié% in his hands the %oy o
the present sooial and political crigiﬁ.“ﬁi

Hot 211 editorisliists shared this confidence in the Communists?
senge of falr play and legality. another writer thought that *the
Communist Party would chooze the rosd teo insurysction, The
constitution abolished, a provisional government set up, slections
put off to an undetermined date, such would ba the biusprint of
theKQDdal our histary‘has already furnishegd agseveral ocaaaiaag.”gg

One of the objectives of the worker strike, as the case with
the students in their rovolt, was a form of co-management in the
factories, or "participation,” which became the key word in
de Gaullets plan to win the support of the working class before
the June elections. In a Communistic systexr, the workerz own the
means of production and ég&rat& the factory, angd in a ﬂa?itaiisgié
system, the manasgement owng the means of production anﬁ»apanaﬁéﬁ
the factory, Participation was to be a cowpromise of the two,
giving the workers a mamagerial vole in the factory and alse a
direct percentage of aay profit realized., This was not a new idea,
nor wags it such a good one, A one eziﬁiﬁ put it, ”lﬁAhé‘ﬁﬁﬂﬁB

to imnose participation on the government officialz, the factory

51&&&&@?&&1, Francs=foir (Paris), “The Key to the Social and
Political COrisis"™, Jean Feriot, #ay 23, 1968, p. 12.

53?raneau30ir (Paris), “Baavlle and the Conmunist Party
Befors the Same Cholce -~ Legality or Foree', Hay 31, 1968, p. 4.




ouners, spd the teachers, Ganeral de Geulle will heve hisg work

33 Those who alveady exercised authority would

cuk out for him,"
not be anxicus to relinquish it,

The workers tere fairly successful in their negotlations with
the government and industry. Their demands ing{gdaé the usual
pay increases, a ghortening of the work day and week, a Jower
retiroment sge with a larger pension, and botter working conditions,
which were all presented once more. Plnancial gaing in ﬁa:ticu1a§;
goncernad the press which worriced about a heavy financinl burden
915&&& on an already shaky economy f£rowm a three week loss of
production. In many areas the workers won a 13% pay hike and the
press wondered how managemeny was going to pay for kgis increase
andlstiii make a profiit, One solution wonld b2 to vraise prices
on the goods produced, This however would not only causc inflation,
it would drive French goods out of the integnational market,
?%ateﬁtivaiimpott duties gould De thrown up to protect French
goods but in either event unemployment would result and the
workers would be in wo¥se éh@@a than when they started.. *The
question that observers asky™ said &g_§é1ai1¢ *ig won't this !%gﬁ
a&&a& in galaries.give full rein to a r*?,anay_iﬁiiétiﬁﬁ? and
one also Wﬁﬁdﬁf&wégﬁﬁﬁ the fate oFf the Common ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁtquﬂgﬁ
§§“§g§g§£‘a§ée&. 7ees the advantages saéﬁan;y granted, .., cdild

aaaiéasiy afﬁéétrgﬁa&ga!s.txgﬁing pogition in the RBuropean and

% X . .
*7prance-goir (Paris), “Pavticipation®, June 22, 1968, P, &,

34y1p goleil (uebee), June 27, 1968, p. 2.
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international wmarkets. A year Lrowm now thoge econocmie repereussions
could become painful for France and could be translated once more
into a vast protsat movement on the political tevel,">>

Others sers not as pessimistic, FranceSeoir feltr that with

more than $3 billion reserves in gold the French government could
bail out the economy for two or three yesrs until it had the chanes
Lo rag&iate itpelf once wore, This aanié be done ﬁy'paying for the
financial gains won by the workers. Low interest loans could be
made to industry and in ¢ther ways the cconony oould Lé gtreantined
waking it aoye g@mQQteiiva and efficient so that peices would pot
'hava_to'ha xaiséé«ss "ess Thare will certainly be fox the moment
a round of price increases.” The golution would be a "very rapid
-egonomic gxpansion, more rapid thap any we have avar'knamaqﬂﬁ
There was no great difference between the interpretation of
events in Canada compared to France that would indicate a national
point of wview that was different from the one in France, The
Canadion press saw the iesues in much the same iight that the s s st
French saw thewm, the only difference being that the French were
directly affected by tiem and the Canadiens wera not., ﬂﬁiik% tha

crisis of the French University, the Cenadians did not fear that

%EEE Soleil {(Quebee), "The Blectoral Climate in France',
June 14, 1968, p. 4.

’QF;ancaySQig {Paris), June 6, 1968, p. 3,

5?Eéitoria1#rﬁraneewsqixf{?aria}, "Strikes, the Hovement,
Hardens in the Autonobile Industry", Franeois Cault, June 12, 1968, p. 5.
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the worker strike and the vroblems in the French economy might
descend on Canada. The labor gituation In Canada was quite
different from what it wao in France, Uniike the Ugaved States
and Cananda, in Burope there was & pluralism in the Tabor rwovement.
To ba successful in thelr confrontatione with the government nnd
private Iindugiry, éhﬁ,numﬁraaﬁ uniong had o wake a conmon cause,
gozething they varely did. The resuli waes a wesk bargoining
position as each union would iry to negotiate ity own demands
often squabbling with other unicns for %hﬂ allegiance of the
workers of & certain factory, ”g;;_ﬁnmerauﬂ cazcs have beoen
observed where a certain union counselled its adhercnis to accept
an accord with the boases, while gnother invitsd its owm to reject
its“gg‘ it was only by the wvery abnormal conditions cansed by the
studont crisis that the CCT was able to persuade all the vorkers
to wmove together and confront the government and industry with a
united force. The result was one of the mosi successful strikes
for laboy in Frengh history.

That France was not sailing on sone sighty troubled watars
during this nost turhulent period, fow will deny. Uowegwver there
weyre always those aven in the darkest hours whe did not lose faith

The ahip selid, the ecaptain firm at the helm, here

we are one more time on a sea of dLfficultias, Awvakened
by an énergetic youth in the chaine of a fossilized university

By dditorial, le Qewﬁmr £ﬁo&tvﬁai}, Hpumform Betusen
Gongervatism and @ﬁ@lﬁﬁaﬁ“, Jo M, L. om June 12, 19&3, p. 3.
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and

ese the Country has pulled itself togethey again,

There is not a Frenchman woerthy ofcihe uamme who was
wlstaken about it: it wae the France of the barricades,
the France of the Bastille, the France of the Rights of
Man, in sghori, the &ternal France that offcred har
lacerated but unfailing visage %o the bullets of police
represasion and despotie power., The wounds will be
nunerous and time will be necessary te heal thep, But
the forces of demoeracy will prevail. Viwe la
Républigque! Vive la Franceél {39)

those that did,

The present French crigis... will not be unraveled
by words of appeasement, the balm of promisges, and 4
nini-reform, Still off in the wings the international
comnunity is enchanted by the course of events. Poor
Yrance! Diverse French personalities will speakees
historic words about her, To uo avail, alas! they
will not change anything. France is sick and she
detests doctors, {40)

Egséitoriairlhe Figaro (Paris), "Special Future"”, Pierre

Daninos, May 21, 1968, p. 1.

“Opaitorial, la Presse (Montraal), At the Reform~Anarchy

Crossroads’, Roger Champowx, May 23, 1968, p. 4,
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CHAPTER V
DE GAULLE AND THE BLECTIONS

If events the first twe weeks of May in Prance were controlled
by the students who rioted in the streets snd fought with the police,
and by the workers who walked off their jobs and cccupied the factories
the third week, the events whiech £ollowed were controlled by General
de Gaulle as he took the aiﬁuatian~in hand uséag it as the tool that
forged the biggest victory for a political party in French history,
In the time span of s month, vhile France teetered on the brink of
eivil wap, Pregident de Gaulle at first seemed overwhbelmed by his
enemies only {0 recover dramatically ang s@bstantiaiiyggangaziﬁaa@
his polition as the undlaputed lesder of France.

The word most often assceiated with Charles de Gaulle is
“grandeuy,” a word rately used by himself but one which formed

the basis of everything he did and was. In his Memoirs of the War,

he ¢ould have been talking about himeelf as he wes in fact talking
about ?ranee; daliAmy»iiﬁa;z havavmaﬁa.fcé.mysazf a certain idea
about Francte.s z~iﬁsti§ﬁ§iVQKY'hﬂ93 the impression that Providence
ereated her for either tremendous suecess an‘éisméi:iailﬁra, it
sometines pedicerity marks her decds and astions, it is because of
the mistakes and absurditiscs of thﬁ French paapi& and &aa heéaﬁﬁa

of the geniuvs of the Motherland... France is herself only if
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sbe is in the First rank.., In short, France cdn not be France
without grandeur,"

One of the first dutiss and obligations that a leader has to
hig pecgig is to lead, to give direction and meaning to the n;zﬁ.;m
expecially in times of great social unrest. In the days when the
workera had just gone out on strike and the stgﬁznts ware still
wioting at will in the streets, mahy wondered whother de Gaulle
was 80 preoecupled with grandeur and aloofness that he did not
sioge what was going on. “Ho one will regret that a jolt == and
%rzzat a jolt it wasl -= was necegsary to sa;a:ka our lesders. come down
off their clouds. *{}m&m,&#}i&'éﬁg& 1ot consist in contamplating the
stars, not lixa»ing the lsast bit interested in what tzm lii;ti‘a m@gi@
are doing dowm ham,“g Congerning ﬁi@ gmm%@r de Gaulle msmmeé
for Fravce byt not for the Fronoh mﬁ?ié; {.azﬂemsia noted, "The
grandeur of VPrance is a cruel joke if it is m;é meant for the
French mépxa aiﬁm““g

De Gaulie was on a good will tyip to Rumania when the troubles
first began to crupt in ¥Ferance., From the time he mmmgd on May 18
until he finally went before national telovision on May 24, his only
public comment }s;aata *1a reforua, oul; le chienlit, non.,” This phrase

Yharies de Gaulle, Memoires da Guerre (Paris: Plon, 1954), pe 1.

gﬁéimﬁria&, ie Figaro (Paris), "Ihe Emptiness", L. G.-R.,
May 17, 1968, pe e

Sgaitorial Ie Monde (Paris), “The Man's Bmpire”, Jean de Deer,
June 6, 1968, p. L.



was greeted with surprise and puszlement by not a small portion of

down, chio-en=1it,

the Prench because the word “ﬁhi&ﬁii%¢“ when Droken
neans “shitein-bed,” The dictionary, Ie Bobert, defines chienlit as
{1}, masked clowms who run in the stroets during the Mardl Gras, and
; . 4

{27, someone who "poils lis bed.," Obe may sseume that de CGaulle
was referving to the former meaning. At the tive however it created
quite a stir and could only add to the confusion that was widespread
in Prance at that time,

Onder the Constitution of the Fifth Republic, de Gaulle had
ﬁ%:gé chioices of action to bring the gitustion under conircl. ie
conld invoke articie 16 of the Censtitution which would declare a
state of pational ewergency and give him absolute power, of he
could dissolve the Hational Assembly and eall for new elections,
or he could hold a referendun in which he could outlinc his PrOgTam
of action that tho people would then vote on, This third choice
wae the one he toeok, and on Moy 24 he appoared on television to
announce the referendun which he would slasborate on at & future
date. Below are sections of this address.

Fop elwost thirty vears now gvenis have imposed on

Me... the duty to lead our country to assume her propar

dastiny ir order vo prevent vertain people from taking

charge of it in spite of this destiny, I an rzady for

it once &gﬁﬁﬂ&««»frﬁﬁt 71 need the ¥French people to gay

that this is wﬁaﬁ they want. ! If the vote is "non” ?

I will no longer asgume wmy g@axtxuaA! as president, I

the vote fs “oui” 7/, I will undertske change wherever it
is necessary. o)

&Ssancafﬁmix {(Paris), May 21, 1968, p, 3.

e Soleil (guebee), May 25, 1968, pa 52.



Reaction to the speech was alvmost fsmediate, In the biggest
display of rage and é%&ﬁz;‘m:@:ién until that tine, students went on
& rampage, battling with police, ripping up cobble stones 2o puild
thelir barricades and throw m: the police, and setting fire to cars,
buses, and oceasional police vans, as well as the Paris Stock
Bxchange.  In perhaps the only positive comment o the address,
e ?igm wrote, e did not want to speak any seoner than he did
in order to show that he had not lost his mnh"ﬁ

The negative conments were more numerous. The people hed
wanted a plan of action to deal with the situstion but for de Gaulle
the essential was to have a vote of confidence to show that the
paople were still with hin, "Finelly coming down from Olympia, the
chief of state last night addressed the nation which has besn plunged
in anxiety for the last £ifteen ﬁ;xy@,“? but made no mention of his
ten year volgn which had been gss heawy in consagquoences for France,
Canadian papers were negsative also. "It {:i;:he ﬂ;}&ﬁ@”? did not
make any analysls of the responsibilitiss of the presont situation
[nor any pmaém condomnation of the students and workers. nb
"Students, workexs, se¢asants, the opposition, gveryene received

the specch by Prosident de Goaulle wery hmzy.‘*g ¥rance-Soir

examined the roaction wors closely:

6&3@&@%@ (Paris), andre Francois-Ponct (Academie francaise),
May 28, 1968, p. 1.

?};e Pigoro (Paris), L. G.-R., May 25, 1968, p. 1.
Bie Soleil (Nuebem), May 25, 1968, p. 1.

9\% Presse (Montrmal), Pierre St. Germain, Hay 28, 1968, p. L.



Charles de @sulle and the people are face to face,
and no longer side by side. Here he is disarwed boefore
the Preach people who no longer recognize him... the
_chiet of state bas shown that he plans to grant (partieipation)
even if it is dimpossd on hinm by a popular movement... What
he wag looking for was not the opeaning of a dialogue but
an act of faith from the nation, {19}
LYlumanite was not as kind. The day after the address it
headlined, "Pe Gaulle Verifies His Failure: Powerful bexenstrationsg
Across tha ﬂaantwy‘“;l - The same day, in an editorial entitled,
“Go Away, How," &*i’itmaﬁi_ﬁ&; declared,
The time for prowmises and illiusions has passed., This
time the charm has been broker., Definitively... the ehief
of state bas let it be EKnown that if the referendum vote
is not favorable be will go home to his fireside. OCraaty
But why wait? The present government does nol ga2presant
anything anymore. o, while there is still time, go away,
- mon géneral, €12)
Buring the week that followed the TV addrasa France lived thvough
her darkest days., De Gaulle had soted and it had been fo no avail,
If there were aay change, the situation was even worse. The last
flicker of hope had vanished with the light of moraing oveyr the
smoking hulks of the burnt-out cars, and the French people trembled
in snticipstion of what further disasters fate hed in stors for them.
The situstion was breaking down fyrom hour te hour. The government
no longer seemed o have contrel of events. Then on Hay 2% cowme

the news that de Gaulle had laft Paris. HNo one st first knew

1$Eﬁitﬂtiﬁl@ France-soir {(Paris), "Face to Face”, Jean Feriot,
May 27, 1968, p. 5.

xlﬁfﬁumaniﬁé {Paris), May 23, 1968, p. 1.

ypi4,
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where he had gone, which only heightened the feeling of anxiety
and confusion. The immg&iate renpction why he had Ieft Pavis to
raturn to Colombay (his home} woas that he ﬁg& at last met his
mateh and had gone into retirement, "... everything §$inﬁa to

the fact that he has gone home as a simple citizen to his village
and to his sorrow, "> frith the walls of govermment cerumbling and
£alling around him, Prime Minister Pompidoux was the only one left
whe was visibis, "One had the impression that there is no more
government, no mors state, just one man who fights on with courage
in the iﬂmpﬁstt"lé The day after de Gaulle left for Colombey,
L'Yumanite headlined, 800,000 Demonstrate a Single Desire: Popular
Government! De Gaulle to Colombey: BRetirement or Maneuvar?“ls

France~Soir lamented his departure.

se+ the workers no longer want this regime, they no
longer want de Gaulle,.. this will signifies that the
referendum is impossible,.. ¥hen the Genaral turnsg to
the Gaullists he does not find anything except wilderness...
The time hasg come to accuse the Freneh of ingratitude or
to admire then for wrxtxng themselvas this new psge in
their hxstngy.

Should/ de Gaulle !’jaat quietly go away or sbould he
nake a ﬁmght to the end? Weo one can give him the answer,.
De Gaulle iz alone. {18)

The Canadians adwired this wowvae ag being very typical of the

Genaval., For them this was not a retreat from the batile; Lt was

lsﬂditmziai, ie Monde {Paris), "The Only Bnding", Plerre
Viansson-FPonte, May 30, 1968, p. 1,

Ye1pia,

zgﬁfﬁnmaniﬁé {Paris), May 30, 1968, p. 1.

iﬁﬁé&t@fﬁ&li France-3oir (Pariz), "De Gaulle is Alone™,

Jean Feriot, May 30, 1968, p, 4.
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a tactical movement in a fight he plenned to win, and win it

he did, “Ihe departure from Paris of the chief of state was the
P

goup 4é theatre of the woraing. A eertain mystery still hung over

7 e 4 o
. ebserved Ie Levoir.

last aigﬁt soncerning the ggnaralf& day,.”
La Presec discussed his love of intrigue and surprise. "“Bvery
word, ewvery silence reveals in this man a love of mystery and
sscret., He was last seen as he was taking off for Golombey.
All tihis of course was carefully prepared... vhen nothing is
happening, de Gaulle is bored. De Gaulle isn not o man to leave
the fieid-oﬁ battle se.eéaiiy.“la

De Goulle wrote about the political! use of silence and mystery

in his book, le Fil de 1'Epée (The Sword's Edge), ... prestige

goes hand i hand with mystery, for one hardly reveres what one
knows too well, A certain element must exist that others can not
grasp and that intrigues thom, moves them, koeps them brcathless.s.
one must ¢lose onesalf in an fvory tower, inaccegseible to and
unaware of one’s ﬁubﬂr&inﬁ%&@."ig G the power of silence he wrote,
"Hothing enhaneces authority more than silence: spleador for the
strong, refuge for éﬁa waalk, modesty for the proud and pride for

the humble, prudence for the wise and purPese £or the £oolish, To

X?La_ﬁgvair'C%antr&ai}i H&? 20, &95&; Te B

lﬁzﬁiﬁﬁriai, la Preosse (Montreal), "When Everything Coes Badly,
Do Goulle Becomes Himseld Again®, Jean-Paul Lauffmann, June 3, 1968, p. 5

Yhartes de Gaulle, le Fil de 1'Spee (Parfe: 10 18, 1944), p, 76
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speak is to dilute one's thought,.., to spread out when action
calls for @ancmﬁﬁrﬁtiﬁn."za

An interesting note on the- General's sctivities during this
period, only the Canadian press knew st the time that de Gaulle
- went not only to Golombey but also to Germany, apparvently to talk
with some of his military advisors concarnisg the situation. It
seens that General de Gaulle went te sce his brother~inw-law, Ganeral
Alain de Boissieu, at ﬁulh@usaxg?ﬁﬁxmany;? and that he met several
military leadevs thexea"ZI One ¢an not be sure 8till exactly whether
de Gaulle actually did goAtc Germany. However there were five hours
on May 29, that the press could not atcount for. likewise one can
not be sure whoether the following exchange took ﬁiéca at Golonbey
botween de Gaulle an some of his advisors, but it Lllustrates his
remarkable coolness under é%rasas

"My general, you must gpeak. Thié ig the last chance. You
do not have much ;i&a leli.™

"Gentlemen, wy spacch is not ready yet.”

"3ut my genaralless”

“Just because the situation Ls bad does not wean I have to
wake a bad aﬁ%&a&%”gg

De Gaulle returned to Paris oa May 30, and that aﬁaﬁigg ﬁa

gave his gpsech on nation-wide television and radies As with tha

201bide s po 80.
Zika Pregse (Montreall), May 30, 1968, p. 1.

2210 Peesge (Montreall, June 3, 1968, p. L.



£irst, the public reaction was immediate and massive. A crowd of
about one miilion people demonstrated on the Chanps-Elysées in a
tremendous pro-de Gaulle rolly, Instead of chanting the slogans
“de Gaulle, sssaasin®™ or *de Gauwlle, go away", the people ghouted
"BOF, go to hell*, and “back to Herlin with Cohn-Bendit." The
following are excerpts frow his address to the nation:
Today I an dissclving the National ﬁaseﬁb&y'gfin

preparation for naticnal elections /., 1 have... proposed

a refervepdunm which will give the people the copportunity

to prescribe a profound reform-of the geonowmy end the

tniversitye... and will also let them say if they stiil

have confidence in me or not.,. We are being forced to

submit to & power which would imposge itsclf on the nation

in o climate of national hopelessness... the foree that I

am referring o f{s that of totalitacian Communisn, {235)
and by wo gpesking, de Gaulle launched his campaign apgainst the

French Compunist 9arty¢ Lf&umani;ﬂ*waﬁ understandably upsst,

“"Oe Gaulle anowers Affirming His Desive to Inpose lis Diciatopship.”

In an editorial entitled "The 014 Man and ﬁata,“,ﬁ?ﬂumanité concluded,

*To the two million workers on strike... he answers by insult,

bBlackmail, and intinidation. Hewer has the scorn that he feels for

these Freanchmsn guilty of not scraping and bowing before him
apreared with so wmuch bitterness... The ohief of state is lying

when he accuses the Communist Party of preparing subversicn,'2®

Qayraneamgait (Paris}, June 1, 1968, p. 2.
2rvmanite (Paris), May 5i, 1968, p. 1.

253bid,

131

24
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Bacguse of this wirulent attack on the Communists, ... the eight

yaar honeymoon berween the USSR and France has been bruakly

;mrminat&é,,.”aﬁ

The Parisc press reacted favorably to the speech,

Yesterday, de Gatile found the woice and accants of .great
days gone by. Last night the propnle of Parie dewmonstrated
that they had chosgn democracy with the pitiful warerial
meangs at thoair disposa), focing the powerinl mechine oF
GCommunist subversicon., They have hed encugh of the so-called
defenders of liberty whe have vrevented them fizrom expressing
themselves in the factories, censuring thaif true wishes,
{27)

“,. he chooe to be the chief of state with all that implies of

. ‘ 28
exslted Ionguspge, gobar tone, and measuved geeture,..” ia Fresse
was not =6 unequivoeal in its praise, noting that the address
divided the French into two agual grouns.

His intervention bas been... greeted with a mixed
renction, The man on the street reacied with gkepticism,
the extrame right mmd the woderates with reserve; the
1eft / atudents, unions, political parties 7 with active
hostility, and the Gaullists of course with adeirotion...
for the most part, s rather large part of public opinton
doer not have any confidence in de Gaulle, As for tho
enrages still occupying the universities, participation
doezs not interest thew at all, {29}

For Ip Devolr the specch broke the deadening effect of the
hopalensidss felt by many Frenchuen., "It appests,,.. evident that

the jarring effget of de Gaulle's speech... and the enefm@ns‘

1e_soleil (Quebec), June 1, 1968, p. L.

gaitorial, e Figarc (Paris), L. G.-R., May 31, 1968, p. 1.

23&@1&5:&&1 Figare (Paris), "The Key Word", Marcel Gabilly,
June 8, }agﬁgt Pe X»f ‘

zg;a,ggmaaa—iﬁnntxaai}t Plerre St. Germain, June 8, 19468, p. 8.
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demonstration of support £or the chief of state... as well ag the
aunoﬁneamaﬁ&_ﬁﬁ the upcoming elections have contributed to a3 gonarsl
relawing of the simosphere and an acceleration of naga%ia&i@ﬁs*au“sﬁ
411 signe show that the erisis has Just veached a decisive §ﬂ£nﬁg“3&
Concerning de Gaulle, i Devoir felt that “the speech given... by

de Gaulle has proven that he still z&tainafag~axﬁraa§éiﬁary vigotr,

One wishes to see him ewerge as the vietor in the Lumediaste Putur o,"32
but later when things have returned to normal perhaps a younger man
more in tunc with the times should take over, "President de Gaulle,”
wrote le Saigii,'“by his firm attitude in the crisis which is shaking

35

France, has begun a modest wovement back to work today.™ La Praase

gnid, "He made liars out of those who pradicted gis,éayartura, ang
his decision conformad with the very nature of the man and saiﬁi%r.“gﬁ
Re the demonstration on the Champs-Slyséesg, "e.. thig wne irrefutable
proof that de Gaulle is not alone, As for the Canadians, thelr
rEACELON WAS ... quitalaiﬁﬁarant.“?g

Although the Cansdians were happy that he £inally took decisiwve
action in the crisis, there would haove been no love Jost on his

behalf if the sitnaetion had turned ong differentlyes This state of

8010 pevoir (Montreal), May 31, 1968, p. L.
32L@;§avaiﬁy(ﬁﬁntf&al}, Jungs 1, 1968, p. G.
szzbiév, Pe Ge

1o Solei} (Quebee), May 31, 1968, p. L.

Eﬁﬁéitariaig La Presse (Montreal), "De Gaulle Is Not Alone™,
Benaude lapointe, May 5L, 1968, p. G

*1bia,



affairs was the result of a trip the General took to Canada in July,
1967, at the invitation of the federal government in Ottawa.

De ﬁéu&l& arﬁﬁtaﬂ‘aféaaﬁdal on July 24, when in a speech he voiced
the hope that the provibes of Quebec and its. French~speaking
inhabitants would soon realize their destiny as an independent
country, frec at last of their anpglo-Saxen masters. This upset and
embarrassed the Canadian government as well as the Qé&beeais, the
majority of whom did not wsnt independence from Englich-speaking
Ganade. Relations between the two countries detericrated and fram
that time the French Canadisn press has never been overly fond of
the Freach pregident,

One ean therefore uaderstand their shock, anger, and humiliatian
concerning a TV in&arﬁiQWgaﬁ June 7 in which de Gaulle alluded to
his famous "Vive le Qﬁ%baa libre! apeecah aﬁ'smlykzﬁ, 1967, Asked
if he considered himself a vevolutionary, he answered,

see¥2B, A€ beiug a revolutionary ggﬁaiaﬁg_in profoundly
changing vhat {s. and in that sense I am not at all bothered
to be a revolutionary, since I have often been one: setting

up the Resistance, attacking the Vichy regime, giving the

yote to women and the Africans,... starting the liberation

of the French in Comada .../ italics not in tha‘arigin&I?{
2. ; : 63

This remark passed unnoticed in the French press but in Lo Presse
and 2&_3&;@%3 it was the headline story. 71 ﬁbﬁaiﬁgé the Beginning
of the Liberation of the French aana&ians,“g? and "We Began the

Liberation of the Freanch of Canada -- de Goulle. President Charles

614 Prasse {(Montreal), June 8, 1968, p. 1.

1vid.
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de Gaulle said yesterday that.., he gave the *Vive le Québee libre*

38

sveech because ke 1s himself a *rewvolutionavry*,™ ie scigii was

begide itself with vage,

exs the gageral_ha$ not turned up his nose at o new
opportunity to meddle in the internal affairs of Canada,
which displaysz so well the ocynicism eﬁ 21l bis interventions
in this xegard.

As for the assertion to the effiect that "We obtalned the
beginning of the liberation of the French in Canada," here
again is another illustration of the unbelicvable eynicism
by which he never ceases to intervene in our domestic affairg.
Since the Vinny incident / where the gpeech wag wmade f, a1l
the gestures, all the declarations of de Gaulle have been
carcfully caleulated with thz objective of playving on our
internal divisions., If there is a population on earth that
is in need of being liberated... it is surely that of France
which supports the yoke of a general whe is well on his way
down the road to senility, 38)

In addition to editorinl comment on de Gaulle in connection with
specific events, the Canadian press made sn overview of de Gaulle
and the period as a whale, and this comant was alwmost totally
negative, leaving no doubt econcerning whet they thought of de Gaulle,
in or out of erisis,

At geventy-geven, after ten years of uninterrupted

power, the one who has himeglf admitted that he has bad

to ‘tarry France /Tat times_/ kicking ond screaming, gives

for the first time signs of fatigue, oven weariness, (40)
Concorning the general situstion, I& Devoir found that "... the events

that have been taking place in France these past $wo weeks show that

Bana Soleil {Quebee}, June 8, 1968, ps 1.
P10 Soleil  (Quebee), Jume 11, 1968, p. 1.

“Cpasrorial, La Pregse (Montreall), “Beyond a Collactive Drama'™,
Cyrille Peltasou, May 30, 1968, p. 4.
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ao political leader, be he ealled de Gaulle or anything else, has
ﬁéA}éaaan te give other countries as o how they should conduct
theiy mﬁfﬁirﬁ;“ﬁx In the article, "De Gaulle Hangs On™, Ie Seleil
WEOte,y
It is tragic to ses General de Gaulle trying to hang
on to power. He is thus putting intoe practice the
autheritative political philosophy whieh is so wueh his
oun and which is vasily scen in a coument made by himself
after he had left the political leadership of the county
for the first time in 19467 *If ever 1 return to power,
1 will never give it up.' Profiting from the fact that he
has almost sxcluaive use of the state televiaion nebwork
for his owm usa, General do Gaulle once again addregsed
the nation by this very personal _means of communication
/ referving to the TV interview 7, 42)
*The unfortunate thing for France is that the personal power to which
‘ghe has had te submit for the past ten yoars... has ended up leading
. 45 .
a certain number of opponents to taking extreme positions,” ¥ said
Le Sqléil; patting much of the blame for the gravity of the situation
in France on General de Gaulle. “So it is that the one who presented
himself in 1958 as the reunifier of the nation is in tha process of
becoming its éivisar;&§& Do Gavlle's ten years in the Hlysee created
the conditions that led to disorders. “This scems to De...2 quegtion
of a erisis of regime,.. provoked by the very nature of Gaulliem:

personal power ond the authoritative regime that it entails,

éﬁhﬁiﬁﬁt&&l, le tevoir, (Montreal), "The Social and Pelitical
Crigis in PFrance®™, Bay 22, 1908, p. 4.

42zaivorial, e goleil (Ouebec), "B Gaulle Hangs On'",
June 11, 1968, D Be

éaﬁﬁizﬁriai, iz Boleil {(Quebec), "Elections in France®,
Juna 1, 1988, n. &, 7

4hrpid,



£ Bs Gaulle 7 treats bis ministers like velets. He makes all the

important deeigions himself., God the Pather does not owe sxplanations

to an?we.,“w

le Soleil was especially sensitive to the role de Gaulle saw
himself playing as moralizer for the world,

it would be rather funny to wateh de Gaulle, who haa
maneuvered for the devaluation of the dollar, ... bhave to
submit bimself to the effects of the beomerang that he
hns thrown,,, by instigeting the methods of personal power
do Gaulle is probably the most responsible for the present
disorder, perbaps wnconsciougly hoping that after hiwm
would be chaos,. {46)

"Ha ip counting on the danger of anarchy and grave digordetrSess

in order that once more tha paople will rdeh. to him as the ’sa{zinr“;*‘k?

ss» fOr ten years, the Gaullist government has continually
tricd to enforce its law on practiecally the entire worid,

" woralizing on what has beeon going on in the United States,
Canada, in short, everyvhare... Gaullism has been a facadé...
The FLfth Republie is going to have to be more nwdest in
the futuro. {48)

Ie Soleil saw de Gaulle as a wrecker of the Common Market.
"For yesrs de Gaulle's wegalomania has practically paralysed the

evolution of this organigm so necessary 0 Burcpe.”

%3gairoriat, Ie Soleil (Quebec),"Grave Malaise in France,

%6zaicorial, le Soleil (Quebec), “The De Gaulle Regime is
“Tyasrorial, le Soleil (Quebec), "Referendum in France™,
May 25, 1968, ps 4.

“%ﬁimx«im » o Soleil {W@km@?{ “Troublsg in Fronce®,

87



G8

"Lf the Compon Market is presently being trampled on, he is the

most responsible for it."*>

Bé Gaulle would hgve to change his
ways if this organization were to prosper, but, "...it would be
eagier to transform France than it mul&. be o transform the General,™50
There is littie doubt that de Gaulle was the pctsaﬁ most vesponsible
for the troubles in France and to a lesser degree in the rest of the
world, 8o £or as the Canadian press was concerned, The students and
workers were styriking m;é against the poor uaterial and g:eye&wiagicai% ”
conditions of their lives, Much fzﬁ their anger was di&ézzm adainst
the one who had for sc hmg\ neglected them while he was looking afta?;‘
everybody else's business and was doing nothing about theirs,
®.se the surprising aﬁpmagaum:ign“g had learned at i_zis oW expense
--that the demestlc agffairs of a country must come before its foreign
aﬁﬁairm“ﬁ In the future he would have to take better care of the
nzeds of hie own people, lcaving the rest of the world to get by the
best it could,
The natural outcome of this period of French history and the
best index of itz wmeaning for the majority of the French wers the
parliamentary olections which were held in two younds on June 25

and 30, 1,%3:.‘ Bxplaining once w%‘i;;é France had 3o wany politieal parties,

49 "Refercndun in France™, loe, szii;@
01bid.

m*sdﬁwrial, La Presse (Montreal), “The General iHas Understood
Tmmﬁ May 25, 1?631 Pe T,
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Géneral de Gaulle remsrked, "It is difficult to gather wnder one
roof a fs@mﬁw that counts 265 diffcrent kinds of ‘ﬁhﬁ%ﬁﬁq“ﬁz

The only time the French were united was during the times they

wers threatened by a cdommon enemy, Hnowing the nature of the French

ag he did, it was naxﬁégi that de Gaulie saw in the Communists the
threat that g@uié:ﬁniﬁy the people behind the Gauilists, This fleveely
anti-communistic campalgn was difficult to understand in light of the
fact that 1), in 1%& de Gaulle was the £irst French president to
allov the Communists to partiecipate in the govermment, and (2), be

had actively sought clostr relations with communist nations such as

the USSE and Red China. le Soleil 4id not think that the "blackmail

by fear” would influence the voters to vote for the Gaullist candidates.
ﬂ%um@iﬁeﬁxrnévéw canges depicting the Ganzzisiabaa the only defense
against a comsunist inspired mwmz:iaﬁ; The Gaullists are oounting

on the threat of the disorders ond the fear of communism to persuade
the voters t§ bring their massive support to tha gavaﬁgmﬁntwngz
Paradoxically, the Copmunists were a foree for law and order during
the riots and strikes., PRobert Callsnger, president of the
Comsunist faction in the National Assewbly, was not €ar off when

he guipped, 'iaw and order, that's %ﬁ‘@"sg

5%@@ Solail (Quebec), June 2B, 1968, p. %.
#P1e soleil (Quebec), June 21, 1968, B, 25

géﬁditarial, France-Soiyr (Paris), "Opder and tha POFY,
Jean Feriot, Juns 7, 1968, p. 4,
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The Gaullists, during the campaign, tried to blame the communists
for a1l the social uﬁrastvwﬁiéﬁ ghe daullists saié was £anned and
sustained by them, ‘aﬁlﬁrﬁaﬁa saw de Gaulle as the eﬁi&ﬁléhaﬁamza
in working out the solutions to France's social and economic problems,
problens that could b2 more easily selved if de Saulle fasigﬂaé.ﬁs

France-Soir felt thet the parties were conducting their cempaigns

as if this were just another of many elections., *“The speaches given

8o far by the leaders of the parties are not sxpressing the concern

or the hope of a society that has been shaken to its very foundatioms.

The political choreographers are putting on stage ballet ﬁignrea.hﬁﬁt‘
have been used farféacaﬁaa under Gifferent, but still sccond-hand,
eﬂ&tﬁmss;“gﬁ 5;.@ the politicians could profit from the experience

- [Tof May 7, To date the clectoral campaign bas shown that such is

not the case, The only thing thet interests them iz making pelitics...

I# the electoral fight iz conducted on this lawvel, it will have done

nothing to resolve the great guestions put forward at the Seorbinne;

-in the factories, ond now by the whole natiﬁnﬁﬂg?

Going into the Ffirst round, the Gaullists had 199 seats in the

497 seat Hational Assembly, which they controlled with a one-seat

Esﬂéitﬁriai, La Presge {Montreal), "Different Hypothesas™,
Pierre St, Gernain, May 30, 1968, p. L.

56 ] , v _ ‘ . ,
Bditorial, Pranece-Soir (Paris), A Well-Known Political
Ballet™, Jean Feriot, June 8, 1968, p. 16.

57 . : A :
J'Eéitﬁfiaig Frange-Soix (Paris), "The Buckle Is Not Duckled™,
Jean Feriot, June 18, 1568, p. B,
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wajority in a coalition with the Independent Revublicans (a swmall
moderate party). after the first rownd this coalition gained 32
new seats. This trond continued for the Gaullists who, affter the
second vound, beld in their own right 254 seats, or wors than half
of the seats in the Asgenbly, The §iﬁ<§ﬁiﬁﬁ$§ were a sensational
viz:téry for the Gaullists at the exponse of the two leftist parties,
the Federation of the Ieft end the Comnunist Party..

Reaetion in the press was mostly favorable, with the possible
excention of L‘fﬁmmit’ég "The coanlition of money, ﬁa:&, and fear
has won out for the moment, Iut the centradictions... will soon
be more evident and a whole lot soomer than certain peopie ﬁhink..’*ﬁa
"Phe unprecadented snti-Communist canpsigh... has made the right,
the far vight, and the Fascists very RapiVee. The eivil war blackmail
has born its £ruit, The truth is that every burricade, every burnt
car brought tens of thougends of wotes to the @a&i%iaﬁm“ﬁg

le Figoro was happy with the results. “What man, what woman
could be accused of cowardiee because they undertook the fight apgainst
subvergion m&*sabﬁmga in their Qauntw?**ﬁg *The ?aﬁgmﬁieﬁ and
the Communists have pald deariy for their attitude during the discrders

ia May, The country has gaid *non® to insurrection. It answered

%Eéitbrizﬁ, _Zs‘&;maﬂit% {Pursa}y, A Start™, rené Andrieu,
3331}? i, 196?83 Pe s
&Qi&é’imr&a‘i . ;;iﬁ‘j!iga;;ggit% {(Paris), Rend ﬁﬁﬁt‘iaii, June 24, 1968, p. 1

%01e yigaro (Parig), L. G.=R., July 2, 1968, p. 1.



*toul' when it was called to protect Iinstitutional 1ega1£§y§“ﬁz

Ix Monde said, “The elections have assured the triumph of an
aunthority whish last month gpp%nﬂaé to friend and foe gii&ej
and the gensral himself, to be hanging on by a'@hrﬁad.“ﬁg
The {anasdian press was nok eﬁéhuaiagtiﬁ but it was happy
that order would return to Frence., "Prightencd nc doubt by the
weeks of student riobing and by the amplitude of the strikes of
May, the French have answered the slogan *Gaulliem or Communism®,"63
The significance of the slections to the French §eapza,wa§
sumnarized in the front page headline of Ie Soleil affer the
soeond round of the slections: *The French Opt Fow sﬁa%iiity,ﬂﬁé
and one of the mpost ﬁiﬁfiﬁﬁlg,anﬁ dramatie periods in French

history drew to an end.

Slibid., Mareel Cabilly,
5215 Monde (Paris), Sirius, July 2, 1968, p. 1.
“1e soleil (Quebee), June 25, 1968, p. 28.

%MM (Quebee), July 2, 1968, p. 1.



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY, CONCLUSLIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS

The hypothesis tested in this study was that the r&gﬁtiaﬁ of
the French and the Freusch Conadian press €0 the events of May-June,
1968 wouild be simlilar because the societies in which thaé exiot,
Quebec provivce and Franeo, share s compen language and aariaaga.
In testing this Hypothesis the researcher examined the editorial
comment of the selected dpilies with regerd to the gix gquestions
prasented fn Chapter I. Thesge werat 1) tow was the student in
France (and clsewhere in the world) viewsd? wWhot were the causes
of the revolt? (2) vhat was the reaction to the wurker strike
that followed? {3) How large a part 4id the personality of
General de Gaulle play in the orisis? Was it a crisis of eivilin
zaticn and government's inability to maintain order? (4) vhat
was the mesning of and reaction ko the parliasmentary election in
June, 1968, which were brought on by the crisis? (5) How mueh
’dié the political philogophy of each newspaper @iiecﬁ its treatment
of the news and its aditorial comment azﬁzasiﬁﬂ'sﬁ any lingual or
national considerations? {6) #How do the Canadisng view ehaif.
gsituntien as being affected by the situation i& France?

Thase questions £all into three arepy for discuselon im this
ahapters the student revolt and its cauwses, the worker strike,
and the reaction of President de Geulle to these activities and
the parliamentary elections which marked the end of the pariod
under investigation,

73



The author has concluded that in the £irst two arcas (the
student revolt and the worker strike) the diffevence in the
raaction of the presses of the two ecountries was move of amphasis
than of opinion., Concerning the cnuses of the student disorders,
the Conadian precs examined the wnderiyviug causes of the sraption ==
the general conditions in the French university system that ctﬁane&
the explosive stmogphere betwean the students and the uuivagsit§
officials and the goversuwment, The comments in the French prass
on the causes of the student crisis tended to be more on the
izmediate cause of thae revolt, the invasion of the Serbonne by*tﬁa
police on Moy 3., The ﬁgwsyapara of the two eauuﬁriﬁﬁ Jdid net
support of atback the students and their activities aiong national
boundarics. Sowme comment is both countrics was pro-student and
gome was anti-student. The degiding feclor was the general philo=
sophy of the particular newspaper, National considerations did
not goem to apply, The Canadian press observed, howsver, that if
a8 similar situation ghould develop in Quebec with ite university
students it would be for reasons that students a%erywhara ars
causing unrest and noi because of sny gquality or condition that
igs unigquely Freach and shared by tha French-Canadisns, The crisis
in France was caused in part by a highly centraliszed, autboritarian,
and ancisnt university which had become unresponsive to its students,

Both the French and the Canadian ?fﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁgtﬁﬂ that the Freuch
nation has o tredition for revelution which contributed to the

development of one of the fowees (the groupuscules); these far
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left extromists stoked the fires of hostility hotween students and
police. There was no indication in the Canadian press that this
ot any other traditional factor of the French nation (imcluding
languege) wes shaved by the French of Canafa, The suthor concluded
th#t although their reaction to the student revolt was similar,
the simiiarité,waﬂ not & vesult of a&aix commmon tongue or haritage.
Likewise, emacarniﬁg the workers and their strike, the editorial
compent &p both gountries was similar snd generally sympathetiec to
the workexs and their cause, But the Canadians did not fear tha@i
the workers in Canada would take similar aatién, although the two
speal the seme longuage and spring from the same rvoots., Iﬁa
Canadian press saw the nature of unionism in France as o reagon
why the workers of Canads were in a»batgar-yasitieﬁ‘tnan their
eogusls In France. The unlon mevement in Canada has been move
unified than in France with the result that the workers wonld
tend to be in o streonger bargaining pozition with mansgement.
The Canadian labor force would not nesd to wmit ﬁﬁ%lwerkar:aﬁaéitiﬁn&
to deteriorate to the extent that they 4id in France before they
would taoke action. French labor's strikes have tended gﬂ_ba smaller
and less effective than they could have boen becsuse labor in France
has not been a wnified foree wis-a-vig the government and industry.
In 1968 conditions for the workers were poor begaugs their past
demands bad not had the impact of g wmore united labor front. Dompands
were not met by industry and conditions 4id not lwprove, When the

workers saw how sensitive the governuent was to the student piots,
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they decided it was their moment to act. Even at this point it Is
signifiesnt o ncte that the strike cams on gradually as workers in
diffoerent parte of the country and in difforent industries lsoarned
of what others were deing. The movement had the strongth of a
unifiied front only afiter the strike haé become rore generalized
and the COT had taken centrol, '

in Canada, on the other §an&t labor has enjoved s moze ﬁavﬁéahiﬁ-

pogition in its dealings because of its unity. 7Tha labor situvation
is not mo desperate in Canada as it was in France in Moy, 1968,
The situstion of the workers has been good and their strikes bave
not negeded te be ao crippling ia the nation in order to fores the
acseptance aﬁ'their‘éeman&s* The Capadian press, tharefors, did
not fear that the workers in Cansda would take actions simllar to
those of the Franch workers for reasons independent of lingual or
cﬁlt&rﬁi congideratieons,

Remction ﬁy the prezgs in the third area, de Geulle and the
glections, was differeni in the two countries. thile opinfen in
the French press was mixed concerning de Gaulle, the Canadian press
was almost completely negetive. For the lstter, de Gaulls was the
prineipal cause of the digsorders in France, The fact that the two
countyies ghated the 5&&@ language snd heritage wade this reaction
sven more negative «- as a vesult of éa'ﬁauiig*s liberation speech
in tmebec in July, 1967, ia which he appesled to the common bends
betwesn the Québecois and the French, Although language and

heritage had no influence in the Formation of similar polnts of



view between the French and Canadian press in the £irst two areas
{students and workers), the effect was a negative one in this
third area, causing the opinion to be gignificantly different, The
view expressed by the twoe presses %%ﬁié’géVQ bean mors ﬁimiiar'iﬁA
the common bond of language and heritage did not exist.

Two factors have led o the regﬁeéiﬁnnaﬁ the hypothesing: first,
in one ares of the investigation the editorial compent was nok
similar, and the Sonmacn iangaaga'anﬁ heritage reinfovesd Lhe
digsimilavity: and second, where editorial comuent in tha two

Bountries was similar, it was the result of factors other than

euliture and Innguasce

SUGGESTIONS FPOR FURTHER STUDY

The author hgé made several observations concarning the events
-of May ond Juns, 1968, in France which could be subjects for further
in?astigatianf‘ in compenting on the activities of these two months,
for example, the Canadlan press devoted propovtionally mors space
than the French o the discussion of General de Gaulle and his
handling of the situation whereas the French pregs gave wore gpace
te g discussion of the students. Neither expended much print in
an examination of French labor per ze. Conments eoneorning the
uaions focused on the effects of their sction, with livtle space
given to an analyals of the workers thomselves and the causes of
their yevolt, There appearad to be three reasons for this difference

of ewmphasis: (1) the Canadiens werse not concerned that their students



would try to emulste the French students; (2} the Canadian press

had stronger opinions about General de CGaulle -« probably because

of his Quabec iilbavation gpeeeh; and (3) the Freasch press did not
tend to be as anti-de Gaulle as the Canadiang -~- beocause he represented
for them one of the few forces for law and order st a time when these
qualities were most needed. Some guestions srise concerning this
ebsarvation, How éiﬁi conditions in Quebac universities at the time
differ from those in France? Did the evente in Prance produce any
reform in Quebec higher education? How much of a factor was the
proximity of the United States and its anti~de Gaulle sentiment in
the formation of a gimilar sentiment in Quebee? Why was the French
Communigt Party rejected by the Praneh people as o force for stability
mad aax:ziar?

A second observation that could be tha subject of ﬁaxthar
iﬂv&stigati concerns the resulis of the clections in June, The
issue of law and order appesred to be a backlash from the student
riots, not a reaction from the general strike vwhich was actually
more harmful ve the country and had a nmuch greator bmmadizte and
long range effect on the lives of every Franchman. It should be
remembusred that those on stri&a_gﬁevantéa the rast of the poople
from working, wheras the ricting students affected only those in
the dmmodiate vicinity of the disorders. Also, it was the strike
.ﬂiéﬁé gﬁtT£§§ rimta that forced de Gaulle to call for new elections.
Why did the ricting students distrese the people more than the

striking workers? Why did de Gaulle chovse the French Copmunist



and not one of the other leftisg gas:t;iag to be the seapegoat for
the disorders of May? thy was the Caullists” anti-comsunist
campalgn ac guccessful?

The author believes that these obsayvstions and questions,
if ewamined, would have import bayond the aeope of this study,
Such investigations would add more knowledge and understanding to
the special relaticnehip between Francs and Quebec in the fivse
case, and, in the sscond, ofFfer insight into the reasons thalt make

people behave in wave that defy leogieal behavier.
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