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Yellowtail Flounder (Limanda ferruginea) Bycatch

During the 1999 Commercial Sea Scallop Opening of Georges Bank Area I1

This report documents yellowtail flounder (Limanda ferruginea) bycatch during
the 1999 commercial sea scallop opening of Georges Bank Area II. Data was collected
on 8 trips from June 1999 to November 1999 aboard commercial sea scallop vessels
participating in the Area II access program.

The primary objective of the study that produced the data was to characterize
changes in the catch per unit of effort of sea scallop catches over the course of the
opening. In addition to information regarding sea scallop catches, finfish bycatch data
was also collected. This report presents the frequency and distribution of bycatch for one
species: yellowtail flounder.

Vessels in the study utilized two 15 ft. (4.57 m) New Bedford style sea scallop
dredges towed simultaneously. The chain bags on the dredges were knit with 3.5 (88.9
mm) rings, and 10” (254 mm) twine tops were used. The catch data was scaled to reflect
1 hour of towing time with 30 ft. (9.14) of dredge width. The data was then plotted to
portray spatial and temporal variation in the occurrence of yellowtail bycatch. The
attached figures do not attempt to resolve yellowtail abundance and distribution in Area
II from June to November 1999. Instead, the incidence of yellowtail bycatch encountered
during commercial sea scallop fishing operations 1s shown.
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