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ATTITUDES ABOUT AND PREFERENCES FOR END-OF-LIFE CARE
IN PERSONS OF THE REFORM JEWISH FAITH

Gloria Duke, PhD, RN;

Katrina Tilaon, BSN Student
The University of Texas at Tyler College of Nursing & Health Sciences
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|[BACKGROUND|

important

Design: Qualitative descriptive

Sampling: Purposive, networking, snowballing. Inclusion eriteria: Must be of

Reform Jewish faith for at least one year; 45 years old or over.

Settings: Tyler, Fort Worth, and Dallas, Texas

Interviews (individual & focus groups per participant
preference); field notes. The open-ended interview guide consisted of questions
about pain management, life sustaining measures, conflict resolution, truth telling,
and special concerns and preferences for the last days and hours of life
Data_Analysis: Krippendorf™s (2004) method of thematic data analysis was
applied to the data to “(make) replicable and valid inferences from texis,..to the
contexts of their use™ (p. 18). Transeripts were read and abstracted on four levels,

Demographics

s done until data saturation was achieved. Sixteen persons were interviewed and

s, six males, ranging in age from 45 10 77, with the average being 63 years, All
participants had been Jewish all or most of their lives, and the other three had
Christinity to Reform Jewish 2 § 25 years ago, All except four had college

current/past occupations included nursing, engineering/software

ocial work, law

rnalism. Three only stated retired, and two were rabbis, and one was a cantor and
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Conflict Resolution

Truth Telling

Most Important in
the Last Days

end-of-fife decisions (Kubmnnce, 2004),

would speak with the doctoc in charge of the individaal’s
condition 1o gain more knowledge and provide the best-,
informed options for the indvvidual (DarfE, 2005)
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Pain and Suffering
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Condztonal Pamn Rebel and Death Over Pain were the 4 coverging Semes. With =
exceptivns, there seemad to be 2 general weese of few atvepmmce of pamn Modacaion.
acknowledgement of pain if askzd, Conditona) Pain Reliel meont thor pusa medical
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of lifc would be prefemble over pain; this was abio 1 conditve cited @ & i
physican-asised or prescribed suicide. One purticipant. @ oncalling @ decessed (e
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Most lmporfant in the Last Days
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davs or hows of Bfe, and clicited four overriding thesms: Pesce
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Fear, Despair xnd Lack of Hope |
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Palliative Care |

Some Jewish pabents and famibes might reflse!|
palliative eare because (t can be seen as hsirg bope in |
nealing. This is interpreted as lack of faith in God and’
his bealing capabilivies (Sshutz, Baddami & Bar-Sela.|

2011) {

[IMPLICATIONS & CONCLUSIONS

The quality of end of life care depends on attitudes, knowledge

skills of health care providers. This study reflected much variat
within the Reform group regarding the multi-faceted and compl
issue of end of life care preferences, [t is profoundly critical t
health care providers are cognizant of the uniquenc {

variations within a particular religious group and not m
wssumptions about their belief systems. Inquiries made in sensit
compassionate and caring ways regarding patient and family nee
especially within the context of religious and spiritual needs, m

be implemented to facilitate a peaceful death with dignity



	University of Texas at Tyler
	Scholar Works at UT Tyler
	Spring 2016

	Attitudes About and Preferences for End-of-Life Care in Persons of the Reform Jewish Faith
	Gloria Duke
	Katrina Tilaon
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1547503746.pdf.ntm3J

