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By Jeff Copeland
A star is born.
Hersey Hawkins, the Bradley
Braves® spectacular guard and leading
scorer in the nation (36.3 ppg) has been
chosen the Columbia Chronicle Player
of the Year.

No other player in Division I basket-
ball comes close to matching the posi-
tive contributions Hawkins has dis-
played on the court, and the grace he
demonstrates away from basketball.

Hawkins' statistics, which led the
Braves to the Missouni Valley Confer-
ence regular-season and tournament
championships, are simply phenome-
nal:

-30 games played

-7.8 rebounds per game

-52% from the field

-85% from the free-throw line

-104 assists

-77 steals

Eye-popping numbers, however are
just a fragment of what Hawkins means
to his team and his community.

1988

His success has made him one of the
biggest celebrities in Peoria’s history. A
crowd follows him everywhere he goes,
but the six-foot-three senior and Wes-
tinghouse High graduate is not the kind
of guy to shoo away fans.

“He’s the number one celebrity in Pe-

ria,” Joe Dalfanso Bradley sports in-
formation director said.

“He's an inspiration to everyone in
town, especially the youth,” he said.
*“He never refuses an autograph, he fre-
quently speaks at banquets and other
events and he’s heavily involved in sev-
eral individual causes. Everybody loves
him."”

Hawkins' teammates respect him for
different reasons.

“With all the points Hersey has
scored this year, his teammates still feel
he doesn't shoot the ball enough,”
Dalfonso said. “Everyone on the team
knows he's the one who's going to do it
for them. They know he’s their meal
ticket.”
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. "Only
[former Bull] Chet Walker comes even
close,

' “Off the court, only Jim Les cap-
tured even a fraction of Hersey's public-
ity,” he said.

Les, a star point guard for the 1985-
86 MVC Champion Braves, praised
Hawkins' abilities.

“I think Hersey's a great athlete,
plain and simple,” Les said, while add-
ing it hasn’t been easy for Hawkins.

“He was not a highly recruited ath-
lete from high school,” Les said. “He
made the most of his skills by working
very hard to be the best he possibly
could.”

I'he Braves, despite steamrolling
through the MVC ata 93.1 ppg clip and
tallying 26 victories, had to settle for
ninth seed in the Southeast regional of

“We're a linle disappointed
seeding,” Dalfonso said. “But
ally feel we're good enough right
to beat anyone. With Hersey,
can happen.”

the icing on Hawkins’ mlﬁa
would be a great send-off into i

great NBA career.

“Hersey will do a fine ,ob in a.ﬁ
NBA. Just wait and see,”
said. **You have to remember, Huuy
just a part-time basketball player right
now. We only practice an hour and a
I‘ulfadny.andﬂlmlt'sﬂmﬂl.(!n,
you imagine what he's going to be like
when he starts playing this game full
time?™ &

Tournament seeds sprout March madness

By Joe Kristufek

March madness is finally upon us.
Better than the World Series and even
the Super Bowl, it's NCAA Tournament
time. Who will ever forget the great
Cinderalla teams like North Carolina
State under the colorful Jim Valvano?
Or Rollie Massimino’s underdog cham-
pion Villanova Wildcats?

Those teams went into the tourna-
ment with great odds against them. But
they went all the way through the field
and became national champions.

Remember the tip stuff by Lorenzo
Charles that did in Houston, or the look
on Patrick Ewing’s face when he knew
his college career would end with a
loss? They are some of the greatest
months in sports history, which makes
March madness something special.

Let us recall the pre-season favorites.
According to the Chronicle, Syracuse,
Missouri and Kansas were the choices
as the number one teams in the nation.
Although each of those teams made the
tournament, none reached the expecta-
tions we had in mind. In fact, two of the
three (Missouri and Kansas) didn’teven
finish in the top twenty

It has not been a typical season in col-
lege basketball. Many teams have
floated in and out of the top twenty, and
no school has had a firm hold on the
number one position. That distinction
has been held by the likes of Syracuse,
North Carolina, Arizona, Kentucky and
currently Temple. No one team has
shown that they can go out and beat
anyone on any given night, which goes
to show the balance in the tournament
field this season.

Las Vegas gives 19 teams 25-1 odds
or better, with the favorite, Purdue, be-

ing4-1.
Most of the same old faces seen
around tournament time are still

around, like the Knights, the Thomp-
sons, and the Smiths, but there are also
a few new teams involved in the tourney
with a shot at doing some damage, like
Seton Hall and Loyola Marymount.

Always keep in mind that it takes a
lot more than just a talented team.to win
the NCAA it takes team unity, cohesive-
ness, momentum, a good coach and a
litthe bit of luck. Usually one player can-
not carry a team. It comes down to
which team plays the best together and
wants it the most. No, the best team in
college doesn’t always win the tourna-
ment. In fack, most of it doesn’t, but this
is what makes it interesting and more
importantly fun

The tournament is divided into four
regions with 16 1eams apiece involved

Some squads get in by winning their
regular season conference title, while
the rest are picked by a committee based
on their overall record and strength of
schedule. Each team selected is then
seeded 1-16 in their respective divi-
sions. Any team that loses is elimi-
nated, and the winner goes on to the
next round.

In the Midwest region, the Purdue
Boilermakers are the top seed. followed
by Pittsburgh, NC St., and Kansas St.
Purdue (27-3), under coach Gene
Keady. where the Big Ten champs arc
primed to shaw that the title is no fluke.
and would like to avenge last years tour-
nament loss in the second round to Flor-
ida. The Boilermakers are led by for-
ward Todd Mitchell. and guards Everett

Kentucky guard Ed Davender is a big factor in tournament play.
The Wildeats will go as far as he and backcourt mate Rex Chapman
will take them,

Stephens and Troy Lewis (17.7 ppg
46% 3 pters). Keady's team is experi-
enced and talented cnuu'gh to get
through the regional and into the final
four. As fgr as the other seeded teams,
Pittsburgh has the most talent in for-
ward Jerome Lane, and Demitrious
Gore as well as center Charles Smith,
but their backcourt is very suspect. [ see
them being upset fairly early in the tour-
nament. NC State has a good shot to
make it to the final eight, and DePaul
and Vanderbuilt could be sleepers.

In the East regional, the top seeded
team is the #1 Temple Owls, followed
by Duke, Syracuse and Indiana. Al-
though the Owls are ranked #1,
well they can do in a tournament with so
many tough teams is questionable. The

how

Owls proved how tough they were with
their thrashing of the Tarheels in Caro-
lina, but can they sustain tough play
throughout the tournament? Temple is
led by freshman guard Mark Macon
(20.6 ppg) and Atlantic 10 player of the
year Tim Perry. They are deadly from
the three-point range with the likes of
Macon, Mike Vreeswyk (40% from 3-

The team just hasn't played tough be--
hind Danny Ferry (19.4 ppg) and a rug-
ged defense. Syracuse has three front
line players in Coleman, Seikaly and
Douglas, and Knight will make sure In- -
diana is ready. Don't expect too much
from Georgetown or Notre Dame.

The big sleeper in the tournament
could come out of the East as the Mis-

point) and guard Howard Evans. Continued on Page 11
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Locker Room Lines
by
Matthew Kissane

Feeling sorry for Mike McCaskey is like feeling sorry for the Republicans
in the lllinois House. McCaskey is experiencing a real letdown from the fan-
tasy of owning a football franchise now that player like Wilber Marshall are
exercising their rights.

Toying with football players’ salaries is no longer a conservative, penny-
saving game. Much less than the fact that football players are some of the
country’s hardest laborers is that they are human beings who deserve their
worth.

Marshall is a labor pioneer in a society which regards athletes as entertain-
ers. The Super Bowl is TV's highest draw, and fans pack stadiums to watch
basketball players fly over the hoop for guaranteed points.

McCaskey has inherited a dream from his grandfather has it pretty casy,
once owning the rights to nice guys like Gary Fencik and Walter Payton. But.
he’s really run into a snag with the Marshall situation with loyalties and diplo-
macies clashing.

The real world is not like some table top game in which the coach could just
give Marshall to the Redskins in exchange for a couple of draft choices, hope
they’re good, and either be happy or say “Oh, well.”

Since Sam Gompers led union drives during the heart of the industrial revo-
lution, laborers have fought for their rights through demonstration.

Marshall is the man NFL players needed to demonstrate their rights. He
came to the end of a three-year rookie contract last week and was offered a
five-year $6 million package by the rival Redskins. The average Joe, that
contract might seem a bit much.

But it isn’t when you consider Marshall began his career by developing his
skills in high school, honing them in college and expertly using them in the
pros.

He contracted his manpower to a team for a negotiated time period and |
abided by that contract while risking life-threatening injury every down he
played.

Now he can do what he wants.

It was up to McCaskey to show the owners' mtcgnty with the players: either
he must match that Washington offer—denying Marshall free agency—or he
can let him go and lose a huge gear in the Bears' defensive machine.

Free agencies escalate salaries, but it shouldn’t matter because NFL teams
are well funded by TV contracts and paraphernalia sales, The money those
franchises spend doesn't have human qualities, but the players do and deserve
the right of liberty. It is a strong enough cause to sacrifice the Bears Mu
for a year or two,

Last week's small step for Wilber Marshall is no doubt a great leap for
football and laborers. No matter what McCaskey decides, hmu £

been set.



