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Jayhawks
will soar

By Jeff Copeland

You heard it here first. You can now
proceed by betting your next paycheck
on it. Better yet, bet the rent. The Kan-
sas Jayhawks, lead by the best playerin
college basketball, Danny Manning,
will win the 1988 NCAA Champion-
ship.

Coming off a respectable 25-11 sea-
son and with nine veterans returning,
the Jayhawks are prepared to make their
second Final Four appearance in three
years. But the major difference between
this year’s squad and the '85-'86 team is
that Manning is now an experienced
senior.

Manning, the school’s all-time lead-
ing scorer, averaged 23.7 ppg last year,
16th in the nation. He was eighth in the
country in field goal percentage
(62.3%) and also the team’s front-run-
ner in rebounding, averaging 9.5 per
game. He has captured the Big Eight
Player of the Year award the last two
years, after being named Conference
Newcomer of the Year in 1985.

But what Manning adds. more than
individual honors and eye popping sta-
tistics, is leadership on and off the
court.

Manning’s leadership abilities will
never be more apparent than in the up-
coming season. He'll be the catalyst in
an assemblage of veterans, freshmen
and junior-college transfers. .

Marvin Branch, a 6-foot-10 junior-
college transfer, is expected to fill the
center position.

Another junior-college transfer, Lin-
coln Minor, from Midland Junior Col-
lege where he averaged 16.1 ppg last
year, will be the starting point guard.

Sophomore Kevin Pritchard, who
averaged 9.6 ppg last season, will be
starting at tht off-guard position.

Perhaps the biggest question mark in
the Kansas lineup, will be the play of
forward Archie Marshall. Marshall, a
6-foot-6 senior, will be attempting a
comeback after tearing up his knee dur-
ing the "85 Final Four and missing the
cmm: "86 season.

D'urmg the off seawn‘ head coach
Larry Brown (108-33 in four years with
Kansas), turned down an opportunity to
coach the New York Knicks. Brown
will not be completely satisfied as the
head coach of Kansas until he sees his
teamn recapture the Big Eight Champi-
onship, which they relinquished to the
powerful Missouri Tigers last year. The
Jayhawks were defeated in all three
head-to-head matches against Missouri,
a feat which Kansas cannot bear repeat-
ing.

Continued on Page 11
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The Atlantic Coast Conference, Big Ten, big cities, Indiana, sharp-shooting point guards and towering centers often are thworgis
that define an NCAA preseason number one pick. However, the conservative plains of America’s heartland have finally caught up with

everybody in basketball’s breadbaskets.
Several outstanding teams have put their skylines on the prairie, although Lawrence, Kan. and Columbia, Mo. are several hours
drives from major cities. A few years ago our picks would have come as a surprise, especially to football fans (yes, there is baakeiball out

| there), but these teams have developed steadily over the last three years.
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There is, however, one choice that has unanimously made our Final Four that does have foreign connections. They call it the Greek
Peak in upstate New York, and we in the Midwest will call it terror in March.

teams.

Kansas Jayhawks’ Danny Manning

Tournament hero Keith Smart (be-
low), who averaged more than 11
points last season, will replace Steve
Alford as leader of defending cham-
pions Indiana in the tight Big Ten. If
forward Rick Calloway’s knee holds
up, the Hoosiers might finish strong.

Missouri
shows 'em

By Matthew Kissane

There are several great returning col-
lege basketball players from last year's
NCAA tournament that will be exciting
to watch this year. Several teams have
one or two outstanders that will carry
them into the final 64 and some of them
will survive. The teams that are certain
to endure in this greatest of team sports
are the most complete teams, great su-
perstars or not.

The best team I could find in the en-
tire country is made up of a bunch of
prestigious journalists from Columbia
— that is Columbia, Mo.

Led by future sportscaster Derrick
Chievous, the Tigers have the most
depth and experience of any team.
Their biggest drawback is that their
tournament experience is diminished by
early losses over the last three years, in-

cluding last season’s one point first-

round fall to Xavier.

But they "ve faired well in post season
play for the championship of one of the
toughest conferences — the Big Eight.
whose basketball teams have caught up
with its football proclivity. The com-
bined teams from middle America piled
up an 81-45 record in nonconference
play last year.

The returning conference champs
will again be too tough for the Kansas
Jayhawks to handle. or for that matter,
possible top-40 competitors Oklahoma
and Kansas State.

The Tigers were 24-10 last year with
a young team under the direction of 21-
year coach Norm Stewart. The 6-foot-7
Chievous, who utilizes bizarre antics on
the court, such as barking in opponents”
faces, was Mizzou's top scorer last sea-
son with 24.1 points per game, and 54
field goal percentage.

The Band-Aid man, so-called be-
cause he superstitiously wears an adhe-
sive on a different part of his body each
game, needed or not, holds the school
record with 1,879 points and led his
team with 8.6 rcbounds per game.
Chievous will not turn down charity, ei-
ther. drawing a lot of fouls with his well-
controlled bodily moves, and hitting
80.8% of his free throws. We'll see
what a difference that’ll make in March.

The Tigers have lost no one, and al-
though they have no big names outside
Chievous, they are well balanced with a
couple guards who can play forward.

Leading forwards include 6-foot-7
Greg Church and Mike Sandbothe
(60.7 field goal percentage), and soph-
omore Nathan Buntin, last year’s sec-
ond best Tiger scorer,

Sophomore Doug Smith will use his
6-foot-ten frame to help junior center
Gary Leonard under the boards. These
guys should be able to outmuscle 6-
foot-10. Marvin Branch and national
darling Danny Manning of Kansas,
who will be extremely tough this year.
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The Michigan Wolverines will be
running this year in the Big Ten with
all-conference guard Gary Grant,
who averaged more than 22 points as
a junior last year. Glen Rice will also
be a big threat at forward.

Peoria’s Bradley Braves might be the
nation’s biggest sleeper, driven by 6-
foot-3 guard Hersey Hawkins, the
country's top returning scorer with
over 27 points last season,

Whichever team reaps all the wheat, foreign or American, orange, blue, black or gold, it will be a great season with a harvest of great

Orangemen
appealing

By Joe Kristufek -

Last season, the Symcuse Orange-
men surprised nearly everyone by mak-
ing it into the NCAA finals, but this
year the Orange appear primed and
ready to make another run for the Na-
tional Crown.

In last year’s final, the Big East co-
champions appeared to have the Na-
tional title within reach, but missed free
throws and outstanding play by Indiana
guard Keith Smart, put those dreams to
rest. ; 3
This season. Syracuse returrs three
potential All-Americans in center Rq
Seikaly. power forward Derrick ég
eman and point guard “General” Sher
man Douglas. This talented trio aloni
with top newcomer Earl Duncan should
assure the Orangemen a return trip to
the Final Four.

Seikaly. a strong 6-10 center, isa very
strong player around the hoop and Has
developed quite nicely since commg
over to the States from his native Lebas
non. He also has decent touch on his
medium range jumper which makes
him an even stronger offensive threat.

Coleman is a very strong rebounder
and inside player, but needs to developa
decent outside shot to'make his game
complete. Coleman is often accused of
showboating, but his over-enthusiasm
takes nothing away from his overall
play. As a Freshman, Coleman aver
aged nearly 12 points and nine rebounds
a game, but with the development of a
short jumper, his point scoring totals
should rise quickly.

Junior point guard Douglas led the
team in both scoring (17.3 ppg.) and as-
sists (7.6) last season and will be looked
upon as the floor leader He needs to
work on his three-point jumper to open
up the inside game for S¢ikaly and Col-
eman.

Although this team is very young,
with only two starting seniors, it has al-
ready been through one NCAA tourney
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| express their emotions.

The Orangemen's schedule is made

| up of the likes of North Carolina, Ken-

tucky and Michigan, not to mention
playing Big East powers Pittsburgh,
Georgetown and St. John's, at least
twice. The strength of their schedule
should be a plus come tournament time.

Overnall, Bocheim’s crew has the tal-
ent to get over the hump this coming
season and win this years NCAA tour
nament in Kansas City. The Onue
won't be second best in '88. .

The cream of the crop:
2. Michigan

3. Pittsburgh

4. Kentucky

5. Kansas

6. Indiana

7. Purdue

8. Wyoming

9. DePaul
10. North Clmlinu




