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Personal Media and the Human Community

Shigeru Miyagawa

As interactive media spread on high-speed networks, we are seeing a phenome-
non which I call “personal media.” In opposition to “mass media,” personal media
is content generated by the users as part of participating in the interactivity on the
interactive stage, leading to a view of media in which the line between producer
and consumer of media gets blurred. I explore some features of personal media
through a program I created at MIT called StarFestival (starfestival.com). In
StarFestival the users finds their own individual point of view, generate their own
narrative based on the model provided, and appropriate media from a variety of
sources in order to do so. These features of point of view, storytelling, and appro-
priation, are some of the important features of personal media.
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