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Remedial Programs for Japanese Language Reading
and Writing Skills

Machiko Baba" + Yoshiko Tanaka? + Hideo Hayashibe? -
Yukinori Ariga? + Hiroshi Ono?®

Recently some Japanese universities and colleges experience problems with stu-
dents who have a low level of Japanese language ability, especially in reading and
writing. This paper reports the results obtained from experimental lessons at a
university of engineering in order to provide information on the efficiency of
Japanese remedial courses.

Each student takes either of the two types of experimental lesson courses. These
are the Drill Course, which involves ordinary drills mainly in reading, and the
Activity Course, involving word-game-type tasks, including short writing assign-
ments.

Comparing the results of tests before and after the experimental lesson courses
shows that the Drill Course is effective in improving the performance of reading
tasks, while the Activity Course is highly effective in the performance of writing
tasks but not for reading tasks. It is suggested that the improved performance of
writing tasks can be developed in a rather short period, provided that the pro-
gram can promote the participants' awareness and motivation.

It is also shown that mentors played pivotal roles in the lessons, and that advisors
would probably necessary in case of computer-assisted-learning.

Key Words
Japanese language remedial, Drill course, Activity course, Mentor, CALL
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