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Problems with the copyright law and desirable solutions in creat-
ing learning materials for visually impaired students
Problems in books in Braille by personal computer

Tsuguo Yoshida’, Kazuo Mizushima?

Visually impaired students at institutes of higher education must learn from books
in Braille transcribed from printed books, as well as academic papers in Braille. Here,
we investigated how the current copyright law creates problems in creating books in
Braille by personal computer, and we propose several solutions. In this way, to tran-
scribe a book into Braille, the printed sentences are scanned by an image scanner,
changed into a text file by OCR software, and finally translated into a Braille file that
includes both kana and Braille. The original sentences need to be converted to a text
file to accomplish this, in possible violation of the copyright law. It is very important
to proofread a Braille file since it contains both kana and corresponding Braille, but
Braille files are not useful for people with normal vision. Braille file can be also used
like recorded books. However, a printed book can only be recorded by authorized
institutes. It is thus necessary to lift these restrictions of the copyright law so that
Braille files can be freely made and used without any restriction.

Key words :
copyright, Braille file, personal computer, visually impaired people
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