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Education for Languages with Fewer Learners
and the Multimedia

Makoto Minegishi

In this paper we define Languages with Fewer Learners (LFL) as languages, mostly of the de-
veloping countries, for which few learning opportunities are provided in Japan.

With current. social changes in Japan, there is a growing need to learn various LFLs; More
Japanese are travelling abroad for varied purposes and more foreigners are seeking jobs in Japan.
The need for social services for foreigners is also increasing.

This paper gives a brief survey of institutions, teachers, and teaching materials such as publica-
tions and CAI for LFL.

To provide students with teaching materials for varied LFL, it would be useful to establish edu-
cational institutions for networking language teachers, linguists, technicians and students inv6lved
in information technologies.

Keywords
language learning, language with fewer learners, educational network, CAI, language teaching
method
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