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Shoshone is a language of the Numic Group of the
Shoshonean Family. It is spoken by approximately 5,000
speakers in the Idaho-Nevada-Wyoming area. This description
is based on the language as spoken on the Wind River Reserva-
tion in Wyoming. The investigation on which this is based
was carried out during the years of 1959 to 1967 except for
the summers which were spent at the Summer Institute of
Linguistics in Grand Forks, North Dakota. The principal in-
formants were: Mr. and Mrs. George Wesaw, Sr.; Mr. and Mrs.

Jack Guina; Mrs. Addie Wesaw; Mr. Rupert Weeks.
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1. PHONETIC CHART (INCLUDING PHCNETICALLY COMPLEX UNITS)

CONSONANTS
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2. INTERPRETATION
2.1.
te'napi®L
ha'ga¥i
po' gompi
to'goa®g
nap'gatoi®i

®a'Yfaa’a
ma'toko
kwa'ba¥oi®i
kwaanati
po'haganti

pan'bonai®i

Non-suspect word-initial vowels do not occur.

Interpretation of semi-vowels

man

who

berries

snake

will hear

uncle

thumb

will carry
smelly
spiritual power

nmouse

(1), (u), and (h) pattern as consonants
initial and syllable~initial.

ha'ganiku
ha'nipgi
tu'hubiti

ku'hapt®i

how
corn
black

husband
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CVCVCVCY
_vevev
CVCVCC_
CVCVVCV
CVCCVCV_C_
CVCVVCV
CVCVCV
CCVCVCV_C_
CCVVCVCV
CV_VCVCCV
CVCCVCV_C_

Therefore
when they occur word-

'wapi cedar
wA'tsuitz four
'yik? evening
'yitsk get up!

The semi-vowels, (i) and (u), and voiceless vocoids
pattern as vowels when they occur as syllabics,

?i'Zapi®l
titbiZi®i
niti:'huinu

mopo'ho®o

coyote
really
scolded

mosquito

..3_
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'mupi nose
'timpe mouth
'timpi rock
'mi'a”a moon



2.2.
td' Pepi¥i

Segmentation

na'supe®e
tu'hubiti
ku'bisi
n#'naplt
ku'tupi
ti'etitsi®i

nupgia¥ia®a

The only non-suspect consonant cluster
(tostikapl) 'bread' which is a variant form of

children
ball
black
brains
breast
coal
small

maybe
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CVCVCV
CVCVCVCV
CVCVCVCV
CVCVCV
CVCVCV
CVCVCV
CVVCV__VCV
CV__VVCVVCV

st) occurs in

tohotikapl) .

Therefore, I interpret all consonant clusters as
phonetically-complex phonemes.
Non-suspect vowel clusters occur in the words for 'small'

and 'maybe'.

written as vowel clusters.

Consequently, vowel length and vowel glides may be

Labials Alveolars “Velars Glottals Labialized Pre-aspirated

2.3. RESULTANT PHONEME CHART
CONSONANTS
Stops P t d c k ?
Pricatives
voiceless f X h
voiced v g
Nasals m n
TR
Spirants
voiceless s
voiced
Liquids w y
VOWELS
Front Back
unrounded
High T
Mid
Low
I
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3. CONSONANT PHONEMES
/p/ voiceless bilabial stop
('pihi) /pihi/ heart ('pas®a) /paa®a/ water
(*prspi) /piipi/ blood (*°tpui®i) /tpui®i/ sleep!
/%/
() voiceless fronted alveolar stop occurs after front vowels
(pibitd) /piviti/ horsefly (*tietd) /tiett/ baby
(Putbitanku) /uvitangu/ slowly

(t) voiceless alveolar stop occurs elsewhere
(ma'toko) /matoko/ thumb {'tapu) /tafu/ rabbit
(°Y3'wati) /tinwati/ raining
/k/ +voiceless velar stop
(tkospe) /koope/ face (pa'kipi) /pakipi/ rawhide
('tuku) /tuku/ flesh

/°/ 8glottal stop

regularly precedes vowels in initial syllables and need not
be written in this position.

(*°ikt) /ikt/ here (?o'gwe®e) /ogwe®e/ creek
Seems to be phonemic in other positions
(pa'?aiki) /pa®aiki/ high
b
/n/ (np) prenasalized voiceless bilabial stop occurs before
final vowels and before the sequence, vowel plus (h)
('timpi) /timbi/ stone ('timpe) /timbe/ mouth
('nanpaha-) /nampaha-/ shoe:object
(mb) prenasalized voiced bilabila stop occurs elsewhere
(to'mboniti) /tomboniti/ round (su'mbaruxg) /sumbaduxa/ know
/nd/

(nt) prenasalized voiceless fronted alveolar stop occurs after
front vowels

(nu'kigingi)/nukigindi/ running
(hi'wagingi) /hiwagindi/ carrying in arms

(nt) prenasalized voiceless alveolar stop occurs before final
vowels
('tsasnti) /caandt/ good

(wi'zdéwikanti) /wiziwikandti/ full
(nd) prenasalized voiced alveolar stop occurs elsewhere
(pr:ndu'a®a) /piindua®a/ his son
(pa'husndoi®i) /pahuundoi®i/ will smoke
-5=
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(pk) prenasalized voiceless velar stop occurs before
final vowels

('pupku) /pungu/ horse ('nepki) /nengi/ ear
(pg) prenasalized voiced velar stop occurs elsewhere
(®o'pguha) /onguha/ male (nA'ngaiku) /nangaiku/ listen!
/t/
(p) voiceless bilabial fricative
('tapu) /tafu) rabbit ('tape) /tafe/ sun
(ha'nipi) /hanifi/ corn (ha'nipuinti) /hanifuinti/ doing
/c/
(t8) voiceless alveopalatal affricate occurs after front vowels
(°t'gibit8i) /tgivici/ new (te't8iboi®i) /teciboi®i/ path
(ts) voiceless alveolar affricate occurs elsewhere
('tsasnti) /caandi/ good (ko'tsapt) /kocapt/ saunce
/x/
(x) voiceless velar fricative
(nA'ngaikuxu) /nangaikuxu/ listen! plural
(°t*puixanti) /Tpuixanti/ sleeping
/v/ . . . .
(h) voiceless vocoid with the timbre of the following vowel
('hiku) /hiku/ clothes (thuspi) /huupi/ wood
('pihi) /pihi/ heart (ku'hapt®t) /kuhapi®i/ husband
/v/ o N
(¥) voiced bilabial lenis fricative
(ku'bidi) /kuvisi/ Dbrains (ta'be®e) /tave®e/ today
(tibopt) /tivopi/ paper (ti'bitdi) /tivieci/ truly
/e/
(g) voiced velar lenis fricative
(togoa®a) /togoa”a/ snake (ha'ganiku) /haganiku/ how?
(tu'ganipt) /tuganipt/ night (°Tetbitdi) /tgtvici/ new
/s/

(§) voiceless alveopalatal grooved fricative occurs after
front vowels

(ku'®i%i) /kuvisi/ brains (peda-) /pesa-/ already
(®e'¥iwihi) /esiwihi/ silver  (ke'Buanti) /kesuanti/ sin
-6
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(s) voiceless alveolar grooved fricative occurs elsewhere

(s) voiceless alveolar grooved fricative occurs elsewhere
(sa'?i?i) /sadi®?i/ dog ('pasAapl) /pasapt/ dry
(ni'supganti) /nisunganti/ feeling

/z/
(z) voiced alveopalatal grooved fricative occurs after front
vowels
(°i'Zapt”l) /izapi®i/ coyote (pi'Zi®i) /pizi®i/ milk
(ke'Zanti) /kezanti/ no good
= g
(dz) voiced alveopalatal grooved affricate alternates freely
with (Z)
(pi'dzi®i) /pizi®i/ milk (xe'dzanti) /kezantti/ no good
(pi'zi®i) /pizi®i/ milk (ke'zanti) /kezanti/ no gocl
(dz) voiced alveolar grooved affricate alternates freely with (
(ta'dziumpi) /taziumbi/ star (ta'ziumpi) /taziumbi/ star
(z) voiced alveolar grooved fricative occurs elsewhere
(y%'zsnif:) /yvzlnitt/ flying (mu'zipt) /muzipt/ point
/&w/

(gw) voiced labialized velar stop
(Po'gwe”e) /ogwe”e/ creek

/xw/, /ngw/, /xw/, and /hw/ have the same distribution as their
non-labialized counterparts.

/d/

(¥) voiceless alveolar flap occurs only before final vowels
(te'pt¥E) /teprdt/ child (haga?i) /hagadti/ who

(d) voiced alveolar stop occurs only after front vowels
(ha'bidoi®i) /havidoi®i/ will lie down
(ti’edoi°i) /tiedoi”i/ will die

(¥) voiced alveolar flap occurs elsewhere
(*ou¥i-) /udi-/ that (°a'fa®a) /ada”a/ uncle
(to'Pampi) /todambi/ choke cherries

/n/

(m) voiceless bilabial nasal occurs only before final vowels
(*tosa'kamu) /tosakamu/ jack rabbit
(m) voiced bilabial nasal occurs elsewhere
(mt'a”a) /mta”?a/ moon (ta'mt” %) /tamt®t/ lst pers.
pl. Incl.
-7-
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/n/ Voiced alveolar retroflexed nasal in some idiolects
() voiced velar nasal occurs only before velar stops
('nepki) /nengi/ ear (*pupku) /pungu/ horse
(®opguha) /onguha/ male
(n) voiceless alveolar nasal occurs only before final vowels
(tos'Yanu) /toodanu/ found
(n) voiced alveolar nasal occurs elsewhere
(na'niha) /naniha/ name (ha'nipi) /hanifi/ corn
/nz/

(nd%) prenasalized voiced alveopalatal grooved affricate
occurs only after front vowels

('haind%i-) /hainzi-/ friend

(nt%) prenasalized voiceless alveopalatal grooved affricate
occurs after front vowels and before final vowels.

('haint¥i) /hainzi) friend

(nz) prenasalized voiced alveolar grooved fricative occurs
elsewhere

(ti#'nzaiy®u) /tinzaiyu/ prairie dog
/w/ . . .
(ﬂ) voiceless bilabial semi-vowel occurs before final vowels
('tawa) /tawa/ 2nd person plural inclusive
(w) voiced bilabial semi-vowel occurs elsewhere
('wihi) /wihi/ knife (?e'$iwihi) /esiwihi/ silver
/ow/

(pw) prenasalized voiced bilabial semi-vowel actualized as (w)
with nasalization on the preceding vowel

(*tanwa) /tanwa/ tooth (°e'pgwapt) /enwapi/ crazy
/aw/
(hw) pre-aspirated voiced bilabial semi-vowel
(tsa'tahwinu) /catahwinu/ opened

/y/

(y) voiceless palatal semi-vowel occurs before final vowels
(*puyu) /puyu/ duck

(y) voiced palatal semi-vowel occurs elsewhere
(*yuhu) /yuhu/ grease (ti'hiya®a) /tthiya®a/ horse

-8-
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/by/
(hy) pre-aspirated voiceless semi-vowel occurs before final
vowels
(ki'maihyu) /kimaihyu/ come here!
(tefgwaihyu) /tegwaihyu/ say!
/hn/
(hn) pre-aspirated voiced alveolar nasal
(?athna”a) /ahna®a/ armpit (?o'hna®a) /ohna®a/ baby
(tsu'hnipt) /cuhnipti/ Dbone
/ne/

(h¥) pre-aspirated voiced alveolar flap
(?a'hfapl) /ahdaft/ jaw

Liquids /m/, /n/, /4/, /w/, /y/ tend to be glottalized before a
final vowel and after a stressed syllable.

('su¥°z) /sudi/ he ('tapw®a) /tanwa/ tooth
(*toiy®u) /toiyu/ neck ('hin®i) /hint/ what?
('kin?a) /kima/ come!

4. VOWEL PHONEMES

/i/
(1) high open front unrounded vocoid occurs in rapid speech
('7ebiti) /evitt/ outside
(1) high close front unrounded vocoid
(sa'¥i?i) /sadi®i/ dog ('pihi) /pihi/ heart
(1) cf. section 6
/e/
(¢) mid open front unrounded vocoid alternates freely with (e)
('neki) (neki) /neki/ belt
(e) mid close front unrounded vocoid
('pehe) /pehe/ seed ('?eku) /eku/ tongue
(e) cf. section 6
/af

(A) mid open central unrounded vocoid alternates freely with (a)

('nampa) /nampa/ shoe (twatsi) /wact/ rib
('sapt) /sapt/ stomach

-O-
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(a2) 1low open central unrounded vocoid

(?a'fa®a) /ada”s/ uncle ('pa®a) /pa”a/ on
(sa'napi) /sanapi/ rubber
(a) cf. section 6

/i
(#) high close central unrounded vocoid occurs only after
alveolars
(*timpi) /timpi/ stone (t+'bopil) /tivopti/ paper
(t) high open back unrounded vocoid occurs elsewhere
(*°tmt-) /tmi-/ your (wai'pt®i) /waipti®t/ woman
('win®i) /winti/ stand!
(L) cf. section 6
/u/
(u) high close back rounded vocoid
(ku'tupi) /kutufi/ coal (‘huzku) /huuku/ collar bone
(u) cf. section 6
/o/

(o) mid close back rounded vocoid
(®otgwe®e) /ogwe”e/ creek (so'ho?0) /soho®o/ cottonwood
(o) cf. section 6

5. DISTRIBUTION OF PHONEMES

5.1. The final-syllable consonant position may be filled by
any voiceless consonant or voiceless allophone of a voiced consonant.
The medial-syllable consonant position may be filled by any

consonant except /xw/ and /hy/.
The initial-syllable consonant position may be filled by

/ey /Yy /%5 /%)y S/, /e/y /B/y /n/y /n/, and /s/.

5.2. All syllable vowel positions may be filled by any single

vowel.
The medial and initial vowel positions may be filled by i}/,
ua/,

;ce);;: ;S%i ﬁ%: 521115, /oo/, /is/, [au/, /ii/, /ie/, /ui/,

/iu/ occurs only in medial syllables
/tu/ and /to/ occur only in initial syllables

-10-
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5.3. Consonant-vowel patterns

All seyllables in Shoshone are open syllables.
Pinal syllables are all CV

Medial and initial syllables are all CV or CVV

6. Predictable PHONEME VARIATIONS

Vowels are always voiceless when they occur in utterance final
position or before hesitation-pause in the middle of an utternace.

Such final vowels are always preceded by voiceless consonants.

Voiceless vowels also occur in unstressed medial syllables in
the sequence: consonant, vowel, /h/.

('kwaki'hupi) /kwakthupi/ won  (mopo'ho®o) /mopoho®o/ mosquitoe
(nitd'huinu) /nitthuinu/ scolded

In general a final voicelss vowel after /°/ has the sane
quality as the vowel before the /?/. A couple of exceptions to
this rule appear to be older forms which have not yet fully
shifted to conform to the rule, but are probably beginning to
shift in that direction.

(-do®i) ~ (-doi”?i) /=doi®i/ future tense marker
(t2'pidi 'moto'hna®i) /tivisi motohna®i/ humming bird

Stress seems to be predictable, and normally occurs on the
first syllable; but in words of three or more syllables in which
the second syllable begins with a voiced consonant, stress occurs
on both the first and second syllables, but the second syllable
receives the greater stress. The exceptions seem to be due to
prefixation.

Tone seems to be predictable and usually high tone occurs
on the first syllable and low tone usually occurs on the last
syllable with intermediate tones in between on words of more tpan
two syllables, in downward steps from High to Low. The exceptions

seem to be due to prefixation. )
Vowels tend to be nasalized when contiguous to nasal phonemes.

=11~
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7. SUGGESTED ORTHOGRAFHY

_Phonemes Orthography Phonemes Orthography
}Y p i ee
t t ii ees
k k e ay
° ' ee ay
kw kw a a
T £ aa as
(e} ts T u
X kh T us
h h u 00
XW khw uu 00
hw hw o o
v v
g g y y
aw ew nw nw
m m hy hy
n n oi ol
n n ai ai
hn hn English symbols needed
mb mb

n

nd nd a

b o
ng ng

d p
ngw ngw

e s
s s

f t
z z
nz nz g u
a a h v
hd hd 1 w

k X

! y

m z and /3i/
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