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Introduction

Photo by Jackie Lorentz/UND Today. http://blogs.und.edu/und-today/2018/02/magicbox-reveals-future-of-history/





History of the Magic Box at CFL
• Purchased November 2017

• UND is an early adopter of the MagicBox

• Unique Features
■ 3D images 
■ Flip through scanned books 
■ Video 
■ Physical item display 
■ Images that you can zoom in/zoom out 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bought November 2017Dean of Libraries, Stephanie Walker,  heard about this as a tool and wanted to purchase it for the library. We’re one of the early adopters of this technology in North America Other North American institutions that have a MagicBox include Old Dominion University in VA and Cleveland Orchestra in Cleveland, OHDigital Exhibits Committee was assembled. Made up of members of the former Art Committee including librarians and an Art faculty memberMagic Box features include: 3D images Flip through scanned books Video Physical item display Images that you can zoom in/zoom out 



First Exhibit: History of North 
Dakota

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our first exhibit was on the History of North Dakota by Elwyn B. Robinson. This was an opportunity for us to highlight multiple library projects: we’d just finished creating a open access edition of Robinson’s text for its 50th anniversary, and we were hosting it on the UND Scholarly Commons, our new institutional repository. Our opening reception was an opportunity to highlight both. We had our archives supply us with physical objects for the display such as a replica of the typewriter Robinson used and a chess set he once owned and we set up a large computer monitor where people could view the entirety of the book on our Scholarly Commons. It took us about three months of planning to get the exhibit off the ground: time we used to familiarize ourselves with the technology, create a new committee to handle MagicBox exhibits, and send out a wide invitation list.



Current Exhibit: Aerospace 50th 
Anniversary
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Presentation Notes
Our second and currently running exhibit was created in collaboration with the John D. Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences. I’d previously spoken at one of their faculty meetings to encourage their faculty to deposit their work on the UND Scholarly Commons and when they began planning events to celebrate their 50th anniversary, we saw the opportunity to create an exhibit that would be relevant to UND and the community at large. Our aerospace liaison librarian worked with their assistant dean to create an extra-credit assignment for a required freshman level class where students would use the information in the MagicBox display to answer one of a series of questions about library resources. We also were able to experiment with 3D models in the MagicBox for the first time as one of the aerospace faculty was able to provide us with 3D models of some of their aeroplanes.



Lessons Learned

1. Collaboration
2. Preparation
3. Promotion
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Presentation Notes
What have we learned from our experiences with the MagicBox so far?Collaboration is key. By working closely with the Aerospace School we were able to use the MagicBox to create a direct learning opportunity for their students, bringing in new users to the library. We want the MagicBox to be seen like other library resources -- something that can be of use to the whole campus community, whether it’s showcasing 50 years of progress at Aerospace, displaying fossils collected by our geology faculty, or highlighting art produced by students in our art departments.Preparation needs to start early. We ran into technical issues when adding 3D models to our Aerospace exhibit that took a lot of testing and communicating with our technical representative to resolve. New technology has a learning curve: give yourself leetime to address any problems.Promotion needs to start early and go through as many channels as possible. One of the challenges we ran into with our second exhibit is that the reception date for it was set fairly last minute -- it didn’t give us a whole lot of time to advertise. I think this was reflected in the turnout we saw. On the flipside, incorporating the display into a class assignment worked out great as a way to promote the exhibit and it’s something we’ll try to keep doing with future displays.



Future Plans

• Collaboration with Art Faculty and Curator of 
UND Art Collection

• Down the road: Collaborating with the 
Computer Science Department and their 3d 
printer 
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Because of all the different ways you can create a display, there are opportunities to collaborate with other departments. The next display we’re working on will feature the UND Art Collection. We’ll be collaborating with the Art Faculty and the Curator of the UND Art Collection. In order to showcase delicate items, we’re planning to use 3D printers. We discovered that UND’s Computer Science Department had built their own but they’re out of use and need repairs. After reaching out to them, they’re working on repairing it so that we can use it. This is especially exciting for them because their students worked hard to build the 3D printers but they fell out of use. By helping us with our displays, it gives them a reason to fix what their students built and have them used on campus. 



Questions?

Feel free to contact us about the Magic Box!

heather.rogers@und.edu  
zeineb.yousif@und.edu
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