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CHAPTER I S

IN THE SQUARE HOLE

ass; sir!- You are only fit to go and
hoe turnips!” _

My irate father—he was certainly
uncommonly angry — pushed -his gold-rimmed
spectacles further up the bridge of his nose, and
glared at me over the top of them. I, standing

>
in front of him, leaning against the study table,

»
and feeling, in spite of my nineteen years, exceed-
ingly small, scarcely saw in what way it would be

" possible to.get in a word to defend myself. So I
wisely held my tongue.

+ After all, I suppose it was hard on my father.

“The rest of us had turned out so well, that he had
come to regard turning out well as a natural
development on the part of the members of his
family, something on the same level as cutting

. =
- their wisdom teeth, for example, which they would

7
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10 A SETTLER'S &ory

do, I suppose. Ive been a tax on you already, |
know, with my education, and the fees for my
course, and all that—but I won’t ask yvou for much
more. Let me have half in the way of a start that
you gave my brothers, father, and neither,the old
country nor you shall be bothered with or ashamed
of me and my failures much longer.”

I meant every word, and spoke out frankly. But
it was not in nature; under the circumstances, to
avoid feeling a trifle sore, and there was a ring of
bitterness in my voice that, do what I So&mu I
could not keep out of it, as I went on—, -

“If Jack and. Hubert had changed places with
cach other, say, and the one had tried the thing
that the other has got on in, there’s no saying that
they might not have turnéd out to be the round
men in the square holes, too. "That’s what I should
have been as a doctor, I know; and it’s a long
way better that I should have found it out now
than later. The honest truth is—I’q rather have
been a farrier or a groom, and had the handling of
horses, than be the greatest medic in the world, sir;
-and, but for one or two considerations, I think I'd try
what sort of a vet I should make, even now. I'd a
hundred times rather have the care of brutes than
humans. They are a precious deal easier to
manage ; and, if you look at that side of the
thing, they are a long sight more grateful.”
Human nature didn’t stand very high in my
estimation that afternoon, )

My father still strode up and down the study in
silence. But his strides were more deliberate and
less hurried than they had formerly been ; his

IN THE SQUARE HOLE A 11

glasses-had resumed their accustomed place on usmm
aristocratic nose ; and when in the course of his |
peregrinations he stooped to lift from the carpet
that unlucky sheet of the ZZmes, which, by declar-
ing the results of the second examination, had
thereby brought the fact of my lamentable failure
to light, .I knew that he was gradually cooling
down, | o )
- “Then I am to understand,” he demanded, turn-
ing suddenly upon me, “that it is your wish to
emigrate.” : .
“Well, I suppose you would scarcely care to
have me doing the sort of work I'm fitted for here

-in England,” I answered moodily. “And if you and

my mother didn’t mind, ten to one the rest would

~howl at it ; and.one is bound to think of them and

their prospects, I suppose. No; it’s no good trying
to square things here, and the best way will be for
me to make a clean sweep of the whole business and
clear out.” R

. “Like the rest of you young fools, I suppose,
snorted my father. “Let you meet with a check
or a reverse, anything in the way of your plain

2

sailing, and hey, presto! down goes your head and

up go your heels, and it’s kick over the traces and
brealk away anywhere—no matter where, so long as

you can get clear of the thing you have come to
- grief over and the hum-drum life at home. gmﬂw
“"-my words, Frank, my boy. You may not think it

at present—and at your age it might be odd if you
did—but I tell you honestly, there’s no place on
God’s earth where a man, if he means to win,
doesn’t ‘have to put his heart into his work and
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CHAPTER II
ON’ BOARD ..amwh LEANDER

WON'T say much about my parting
with those at home. Every young
fellow knows well enough what that is ;
and if he doesnt yet, it is a foregone
noonEos that he soon will, in one way or another.
It comes suddenly with some, with others by
degrees ; this breaking away from old ties and
Qm&ﬁoum a gradual lengthening of the tether,
little by little, until, looking back, one sees™ with m
sort of surprise wo,% far away one has got from the
" home nest, and realizes for the first time that
between what was and what is now, there has been
a great gulf fixed.

Emigration was all very well in the abstract, I
onu.a. But when it came to the genuine m.sm
particular reality, and I had to go to my mother
-and .Ea her farewell, not for such and such a
&.omEﬁ@ period, but perhaps for all time, I found
silence better than words for some mezmmm after-
wards ; and my father and I had very little to say

14 -

ON ‘wOWHwU "THE LEANDER 15

% to each other as his mmo pair of steppers took us
 down at a smart pace to Euston. The Leander
. sailed from Liverpool, of course ; and the eminent
- surgeon, hard run mﬁozmw he was, and with his time,
" as he was told once, worth a guinea a minute,
“would - not- allow his youngest born, ne ‘er-do-well
~though: he BHWEH be, to leave “muwm?n@ without
_ ”_.wmﬁzo. him off. .

- There in the river Hm% .%o big' liner, as we got
down to the docks next morning ; and the sight of

~her came to me with a sudden shock, for it brought
* with it the first overpowering sense. of the reality
- of separation—separation from parents and friends,
. from home and England. She was. there, and' the

sight of her funnels' gave me the first glimpse of

. the ‘néw life, holding in its depths unknown pos-
sibilities, Squn I was shortly to begin. Well, per-
+ haps I did waver in that moment ; perhaps even

~wish ... I'wasbutalad of vmn&u\ nineteen, and”
" not ultra-precocious at that,and it would have been

" odd had a faint feeling ‘of regret not made itself

evident to me then. And just at that moment my

father took out his watch ; and the sight of that
" watch, with -its . ﬁoWEo. restless second hand,
" which, whenever I looked at it, always struck me
“as the best Ho@wmmmbﬁmﬁon of @w%mgmﬁ motion I
- could think of, acted on my wavering mind pre-
" cisely 4s the sight and sound of the brougham

o

" horses had done a couple of months ago. To hold

such a watch in my hand and count @Ewom by the
round dozen? Not if I knew it! The medical
profession might be- the noblest in the world—I was
quite Hmma% to mnWboéHw@qw that; but at the same

o



. &
bEHo& SIY} YPAOMOYL]  J[E JO)e WIY InOge IYM

Sunpowos pey d3ays 3oB[q Pres Y1 JeYy .Bﬁos.m 103
9OUR[IS Y3 opewn AUo uIp SUIpuUnoLNS 9Y3 pue
] oouRIs sem 233y} JUSWOW B 10 “pPIPpPou S

A®'M 9UO UJ 99§ 19 J9] 0} UOHBUIWISRP PasS3op
‘JUOWIOW JBYJ JB USAS ‘OUI UI PISNOI SSIUSNOIISUOD 93
pue ¢ ooeaSsIp U N0 2w paxon pey ‘desys 32el|q
sumuos ' st ow SurpseSar ‘puelSuy PO JI SE ‘ssau
-3105 30 puny  ‘00} ‘Sunted jo 301821 oyg yum dn
PIXIUE JUSWIUISIT JO 3I0S B JO SNOMSUOD SBM. T 3194
- 9]qruOsEax £]001BIS Sem Sui[e) 9y A[qissog “sadd
oYl Inoge A)SIW JPLI} B G YINOW DY Ul UMOP

Jeap poo3 ' AJuo jou ‘Yinr paysiureaun ureld ogy
[191 03 ‘Yor | ‘puel vaneu Lw Jo IS Y3 SUISSS JE.

Eb:oﬁ J0 330 ploieH 9pIYD ® ssaidx9 03 @@5@8
Burpeay jo osoeyd ur xof {ow jnoqge oroisy Suiyjou
pey ] ‘4red umo Aw 10 g I91eM ISIY. 9] JO S9qOIN
9q 01 N0 Win} Pue JWIIXD JOYI0 Y3 0} 05 Ao
as72 10 ‘Ayrend poacidde jo sueyredg tuoq soyie

°q 01 woss opdoad oy3 ‘OmI e sE ‘Syjooq L1035 2y}
03 Surpicody  mouy ] ‘AydeiSorqojne uUMO S3U0

noySnoiy; A]qemreaut osey ayz Led 03 3ysno auQ

"124% 10} ySnory) paddeus uesq pey 91 JBI[IWEYL PO -
93 0} QW PUNOq ey} [[B JEYF.MIUN PurR ‘poliels.
8Ny 9ul Se 1997 AW Y)eoUudq UOLOW I[o] ] UIYI -

pue ‘ yorax Aw puocdaq sem 9y eyl pozied:r ‘Aenb
543 jo 98pO O3 J® 90%} SJIOYIE} AW MBS | - 9IOUSE
J03 spusLiy 23 1B pue ‘urede Suel []oq YT

. nod ssa[q por) -Aogq Aw
‘9Ag-poory *Buidesy Inod ur A[pwey sy Jo inouoy
93 2ABY nOA U99MIDq SPEB] 92173 NOA Ioquuawuay ,
‘puey Aw Sunim 9py

1ysrenys deoy] -0o3® SuOl NOA 0] PiEs JOU 24 T JBYY
‘mous £peaile JuOp NoA 3'yj nod o3 Aes o3 yonw

A FFGNFTT AHL qUv0od NO

0P T1.no4 pue ‘swoy je sn
10} 3reay 1nok ul 1ou10d ' dody ‘Urly pur Por) yiim.

: uoc oA T, ‘Amsny pres royiey Lw  ‘Aoq L,

JusplAS MhOE SNl Usamiaq

« ¢ TEYD MOU3] noL § PUBISISPUN nO X

_ﬁ SUOP 94%{ P [—PINOD T 1]3F PBY T JI ‘IoUie,,,
" —Asaures
mqﬂwu@m puey .\ﬂS Ino play pue EE 12 dn paxoo|

‘I rowed juswowr jse] sY3 pue ‘Suelr [[2q SYJ,

"10ys Apounsip pue ‘sesejducwwos jo 3159311}

SY} 910 9B PIP oM SYIBWSI O3 pue ‘Aq pay Lot -
“ ] SB JOUJ0 YIed 03 S 03 SS9 PUE SSO] OARY O PSS
1 1 pue Joyiey Aw ‘oq ySiw sojnurm Sururewss

o) ysnoyl oys ‘e {snomard ooy sem 1J9]
swp 9UY, 21038 JeY3 uo Jupenoads 1sa0 2AE3
U0OS -] IN{ - ‘9SI0ADI SY] IO jueses[d ‘uednouUIy
10 ysHSUF. Sunod 10 plo 9q 03 Imo winy pnosm
Y MOT[O] ® JO 310S JeYM puE ‘93BW-UIqED paurssp

Lw sea J1e wWoy3 Jo Jno yorgm ‘siaSusssed jo pmoio”

Sy} 3e A[snouno pasoo] T pue ureSe yoop uo dn
Juam om se ‘Buuapuom d[9y Jjou Pmod 1 pue ¢ 003
‘wayy jo deay Siq snorwaid e ‘Apeaite 21973 oJom
sden mﬁ 10 31 91BYS O} SBM IS]? SUO BWOS  "9W 10§
pesesus wqeo oyl pajoadsur pey oy [3Un 31821 Jou

-P[NOM PUT U3Y 1940 [[B SUIDSS WO JIBIY SIY 395 ey

Jouye) Aw 103 ‘91qissod se uoos se preoqe 308 o M
(ouriy 10 Ljusid 2940 ,, “oords u.mﬁ ur suos pey
I 183 407 10 ‘sjuswow md} ssoyz Juunp paonpord

PBY 31 30375 2y Jo 2ourioust [ISSIq ur ‘yojes syq

Suwerdax uuﬁ‘mm Aw pres ‘eajomy ummauzmm »
w

POPULIUI PRY 20UDBPIACI YDIIYM IO SUO JY] JOU SBM

U0 s59;01d 3$9[qOU 9U3 JeY} 1ea]d A[enbs sem 31 ‘otury

P © AMOLS SMATLIAS V 91




’

8 A SETTLER’S STORY

'did not remain long uppermost. It struck methat
the best thing I could do would be to go U&oé
and look after my belongings there; and I went.

The door of my cabin was msEmEm ajar, and I
had just reached and had my hand on it, when to
my surprise I was greeted by a sudden shout from
within, . _

“ Steward ! steward ! ahoy!”

I wasn’t the m.noéma, but the cabin was mine,
- undoubtedly ;
must have got into® mmmm wrong quarters by mistake.
In that case, it would be only kind to acquaint him
therewith, with which intention I opened the door
and looked in.
~ The cabin had vomblnoawmwmﬁqﬁu\ mwmmrEQI
empty when I had leftit. It was not empty now,
In point of fact, it was pretty well choked up E\
a pile of luggage, for the first- instalment . had
- received reinforcements, heaped anyhow on the
floor; and over the pile, extended across in a frog-
like, spread-eagle kind of attitude,
- of a desperate attempt to clutch and embrace the
whole at once, lay the presumptive owner.

“Steward!” he shouted again as. I entered, a
. .desperate ring in his tone—not looking at me as
he spoke, however, for the pile was unsteady, since
she had already begun to pitch a bit, and it took
him all his time to hold on. “Oh, you've turned
up at last, have you?” He glanced over his
shoulder there, and saw his mistake. “I beg your
pardon, I took wyou for the steward. You're my
cabin-mate, I suppose. Have to introduce myself.
My name’s Colquhoun—very much at your service.

and my first idea was that somebody |

the outcom e

: mnq on ﬁo ﬂ.&B all T khow uoos,.
roubl you; _u&“ if you wouldn’t mind
he: aoom. mwa %mEsm on. that steward

Sorry
going to

r'd be

mznnmoa& in: no:mnnq .one of 9@ mmm:\&,.
unctionaries, mum *hauling EB almost by main
orce ito:the 8&5 to msa my new acquaintance,
Jthoug monéwmn out of breath by this time, still
linging in’ aomwmamﬂom to his property. The steward
88@&% laid “hold - of one package; I collared a
econd; %mﬁ had ‘been to all appearance bound on
o%mw.o ow amooqoa\f through the open: door on its
own mnooﬁuﬁ msm, the owner, with some difficulty,
however, quH‘ w@ must.have been 858.2% stiff, got

pand m&oow gBmom. -
New kidd. of ox@mﬁmboﬁ " he observed, rubbing
ne shin and. then the other, and looking about
. Hmp an’ E.wﬁ.mmﬂ that was more
“Ever been to sea

mnmémnma “ Haven’t you ?”
H.mm%owmmm he, shaking his head.
. Never did. 1 mwozawﬂ be.

I mmua mﬂmémau where
re ou qum ;8 HUE.. em ? vu
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22 A SETTLER’S STORY

a year or two my senior, his hair thick and dark,
~not curly, but with a free wave in it, the [eatures
clear-cut and well-formed, and dark, brilliant,
penetrating eyes. I liked the square-cut chin and
firmly-moulded, resolute mouth ; I-liked the frank
steadiness of gaze in the brown, well-opened eyes,
_ shining with ﬂwo peculiar luminous softness charac-
teristic of the colour; I liked the candour of the
broad, open brow. It was a face thdt one could
trust on sight, and the smile was a smile that won
the heart.

« Queer little dog-hutch’of a H&mnm isn’t ;vu he
@cméoﬁw looking about him with the same eager
boyish curiosity as before. - “Talk about" swinging
a cat! there’s not room.- msocmw here, to. swing a
mouse with a tail worth.mentioning. These shelves
are for us to sleep on, 1 suppose—bunks they nmz

them, don’t they ?  Which is yours: 27
" 1 told him I took it that the point was one we
could settle for ourselves.

« Oh, that’s it,is it ?” He looked at me, whistling
softly under his breath. * Shall we go by seniority,
or is it to be the first in the field? Give up to any
fellow who’s my senior, you know.
you, if you don’t mind? Don’t say if you'd rather
not.” | I

« Close on ninetesn,” said I, laughing outright at
the frank simplicity of his manner.

«1'd have taken you for more than that,” he
rejoined, with another keen glance that seemed to
size me up from hecad to heel. “I'm three-and-
twenty. In that case, the choice is mine, I take
it. But you are having no chance that way. Look

. . . ﬂ\l. ‘E

How old are

ON BOARD THE LEANDER 23

b@d we had ‘better toss on z,:w upper vownr. It’s
the better place, I suppose.”

““Have you never been aboard mE@ before,
then?” I asked, wondering at his manifest szoEnnm.
“Never in 2ll my life. Only know the names at
mnoosg hand. You wouldn’t find me here now, if
I could get across any other way. But the herring-
@ona is a trifle too wide for a swim, and the time
has not. come yet when you can hire a pair of
wings by the hour. Wish with all my heart it .
would. There are two things in the world I don’t
Eam. one is. water in this connection, the other
... never mind, tell you some other time, perhaps. |
Now then,” and he pulled out a florin and threw
t up, “heads or tails ?”

“ Heads,” cried T; and heads :” ‘was.

Ooﬁswomm wmmo&& .

“You've got 9@ upper berth,” said he, and
,qﬁmnnm& at me slyly. “Perhaps, considering that
; __%_os,<n_ been to sea and I've not, it’s just as well—
“for you. Shall we go on deck now ?”

And that was my first introduction to my- fellow-
ppassenger and cabin-mate, Neil Colquhoun.
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26 A SETTLER’S STORY

’

~cabins with him mﬂ and there is no better test going
than that for knowing a fellow pretty nearly down
to the ground and finding out the stamp he is.
Not many would have suffered by the intimacy
so little as Colquhoun. From first to last I found
him just the same, courteous, pleasant, genuine,
always willing to make the best of everything, and
to look at 953 from the bright point of view, and
without a Humwﬁ&m of what is commonly known as
“side” about him. If good standing, long descent,
and all that kind of thing offer any excuse for
fellows giving themselves airs, he might have done
so with more to show for it than most ; but I've
noticed that it is generally those who feel by no
means sure of their own standing ground who put
on the side, evidently believing it to be necessary
for the due preservation of their dignity. For all
his native high spirits and vivacity, however, his
nature was far from being one-sided ; the mmﬁso..l
“Where there is much light the shade is deep,”
fournd ample confirmation in him. Poor old Neil !.
he was uncommonly bad, that first trip of his ; and
I never saw a fellow slower in finding his sea-legs.
It took an awful lot out of him too, and in spite of
bis pluck, he spent the first half of the trip lying"
in his bunk, clean bowled over. I don’t mean that
he was actually sea-sick all that time, of course ;
but he was a fearfully delicate chap, only so
wonderfully game, and the mal-de-mer took it out
of him thoroughly. One night I had to cut out in
the small hours and stir up the doctor to come to .
him, and I remember next day, when the latter
strolled in to visit us after breakfast, what a string

e
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of questions - he- asked Colquhoun, and -how he
looked him up and-down as he did it. Finally,
~when the said questions had “ made him sensible,”
as: Neil himself would have phrased it, that, the
__._ﬂqu having been: done for him already, his patient
-was not on his way to Canada to make his fortune,
Hﬁ demanded bluntly—

_ :53& what .on earth’s taking you out there,
anu -What are you going to do?”

% Going in for @HBEQ -responded my cabin-
: Bmﬁm n.wmmn?:wa Hoome his questioner straight in
. the face.,

The mooﬁowlr?w was a young fellow m.mmr from
,_mﬁ Thomas’s; much given to light tweeds and a
__HUE.@F velvet smoking-cap, with more of the athlete
“than the student about him, and as fond of a lark
as any school-boy—very nearly laughed in his face.
Then -he told him - pretty bluntly, that the best
“thing he could do-would be to book his homeward

- passage in advance by the Leander, her next home
trip but one, and go in for a bit of touring in the
interval; for that would be about all he was fit for.
Which, very- naturally, Colquhoun didn’t like,-
-although in the main it was true enough: Of
course he had no business to think of going to the
“backwoods to rough it, only a fellow doesn’t
~usually care to have an outsider shoving in his oar
and telling him unpleasant truths to his face.

- T used to go below and sit with him a bit at
- times, for it struck me that it must be pretty dull
+for him down there ; and we would get on the talk .
‘agood deal. It was not long before we knew all
“” about each other. - He came of an old Highland
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m.o A SETTLER’S 'STORY

aye ! with the taste of them at times in my mouth,
I would sneak along to our state-room, where my
cabin-mate would be lying in his bunk, and asleep,
nine times out of ten. -If 1 found him awake it
made no difference ; I never told him where I had

come from, or what I had been about, and he ugma,_

asked. He was not the fellow to try to ferret out
things, or to tender liis advice without being asked
for it. - If he was awake, I would start telling him
what had been.going on earlier in the evening; the
innocent amusements, the legitimate play in decent
company, and other things-that would bear talking
over, and then I would turn in as soon as possible
and shut up. Not invariably to sleep, however ;
and my thoughts, as I lay awake, were not so
bright as they had been, not by a long way. In
those days I did.not care overmuch to think about
home, and more than once, when the thought of
my mother came to me, I would choke it back,
and try to think of something élse. . That’s a

pretty sure test, remember, you lads who may be .
away {rom home when you read this story of mine. -

2

If at any particular time you don’t care overmuch
to have the remembrance of your mother come to
you, depend upon it that there is' something not on
the square in what you are about just then; and I
might have had a tolerably fair guess from that at
the way things were going with me, had I stopped
to think-—a thing I never did.

So it went on until the end came.
end, although in one sense it was for me a merciful
pull up. It was a Friday, I remember, and.we had
‘been hard at it after hours every night that week.

The bitter

& BAD START

_ H wsoé ﬁwmﬂ - Ever since my first
innings; s&ob T'had of course come in for the slice
0 amﬁﬂm luck that is bound to fall to the lot of a
new’ and;Ihad "been losing heavily. Vet still T
went on.: Obm wonders at times that fellows should
plunge: ‘the ‘way they do, when they know all the
time that the play is going dead against them, and
the .EB@. is inexplicable, except by bearing in
mind- Qm méﬁ: grip that play takes of one, and the
HEQQS ammwﬁ.mg hope that the luck will turn at
ast and- Hmﬂ the other side have a chance.

There bad been a good deal of Qﬁaﬁnm going
on, and:the stewards rma been Tunning in and out
Eommmmbzu\ for the last hour. No m@.u:. of their
spli tting ; they knew on which side their bread
was buttered a-good deal too well for that. Most
o gm fellows were~well, excited, if one couldn’t
say worse of them, and the others were on the way.

I had not got so far as that, yet; God only knows
how it Bpmg have gone with me in the long run,
but'at present I had’ stopped on the safe side of
that: pitfall We 'had been at it since midnight,

nd the time could not have been far off two. But
I l.came at last, and the rest, recognizing that it
as.time to pull up, began totting up their win-

nings, orlosings for the night. I didn’t. For very

hame’s sake I didn’t. I didn’t even try. [ had a

0 qoo& idea of the sum total; I knew it well

zocqw and I sat there mBomQ them, ‘sullenly

m&mbn -I. had a trick of getting into a vein of
: Qwoﬁos at times, and so of noticing nothing .
w ‘what was going on around me, and I must

voms aoEq mpm.n on the present occasion, for
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-

themselves and wmmmm up, for prudence’s sake.
But a round dozen of geese would not have been
in it for the storm of hissing.that followed on.
Staunton—he was a great, muscular, upstanding,
black-haired giant, with quadroon, or octoroon
blood at the very least, in his veins—came raging:
up to me with an oath, his white teeth showing

wolf-like against the full red lips, mw,m great balls of -

eyes roiling in their sockets.

- What did I mean by jmpossible ?

him that ? ‘ .
“No use getting into a passion over the thing,”

said 1 with all the coolness I could muster. “ My

Would I tell

meaning’s plain enough. *You tell me I have lost
I say that, playing;
as we have been doing all along, the thing’s utterly

to you three hundred pounds.
impossible!” : ‘
« All along ! ” roared Staunton. “ Where’s your.
memory ? The stakes were doubled, before we
began play to-night !” o ‘
“Doubled ?” gasped I; and I could feel myself

y

grow white. “Not with my consent or knowledge,”.

I.added quickly. But a conviction of the truth

was already dawning on me, and in my heart I -

had begun to curse,myself for a fool. .

“ They were!” raged he, losing his head com-
pletely now, his voice rising to a scream.
hear that, gentlemen, you hear that? I—I make

one assertion, and he, this Englishman, dares to .

2

deny it, to

“No! look here, he did nothing of the sort,”
struck in the American hastily. “Clap the brake
on, some of you fellows, will you ? unless you want

“You

" A BAD START

E.oB..E. get wind of-all this bobbery up on deck.
Call this "the- fair play you Britishers brag about!
Guess. I'll fight shy of it, if that's so. Who's to
hear a word ‘in all this noise, I’d like to know ?

got to say.” . .

__H@ww_.mg.nﬂom down a bit at that, and I got B%
caring. - _
You .say the stakes were doubled before we
started to-night?” I asked Staunton, keeping my
eyes on him, and speaking as coolly as I oo&mu.

S Yes” he answered doggedly; though his eyes
shifted uneasily, refusing to meet mine with- any
steadiness.  “The suggestion was made by—by
omw_.__.o_m us, possibly myself ; and every one in the
room- signified his ‘consent.” He turned to the
_o_ﬁvnm._Bmm present. “Gentlemen, I appeal to you
as:my witnesses. Oblige me by -stating whether
you were present at the time.” |
I was. And Il—and I!” came back in a
chorus from the other men ; and my opponent
flashed a triumphant glance at me from beneath

his-heavy brows. :

_.w_‘Hk_,__,__a.on“ﬂ question that point,” I put in. «J
uestion: the fact of my being there” I ﬁ.tdmn._
sharply on Staunton: “ Was I present when this
proposal was made to double stakes? .
He'looked black.” The white gleam of - his teeth
howed again momentarily beneath the bristline

Bo.zm,ﬂw%m_mm he responded with a sullen sort o,rw

“I'can’t tell whether you were or not.

S . If you
vere not it was none of my business.

If any one

.35

Let'the youngster have .a chance to say what he’s

-
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]

ould have gone under the earth, over
s, rather, with shame at the mere thought
ng been gulled in such a fashion, but pride -
orbade; me to show it. I was too sore-hearted to
d questioning, however; and when Walsh went
n with: blunt. kindness to ask further, trying to
robe' the - mm@ﬂp Om the wound by way of finding
ut -whether: H was @Eﬁm stone broke, I’ answered

hang on to it, and .that’s a fact. You're not half
smart enough for these fellows, g.mmm about it;
you “Ve trusted them too far, and so u\ocx\d come to
orief. Won't do to leave your stakes ‘to watch
themselves and never .mHﬁw an eye to them. It’s a
stiff card for a %ozmqmnon like you to play down ;.
but better me% than let an 1.O.U. get into his Wmn&m
mmm PRY - . -
I nodded, H could not wm.ﬁw ‘spoken a éo& just
then. Over the half of my little fortune, of all the
money I had in the %9\5“ to go'for this. I had
the money with me, in notes and gold ; nwm.% and’
night I never parted from it, the ummﬁ-oqm. “the
ns&anm of my fortune. But it would not do to
think of that ; and I planked the money down then
and there, maa obtained -a receipt in full “from
Staunton. Walsh watched that part of the pro-
ceedings for me jealously ; and when it was over,
and he had seen, as he said, that it was all on the
square this time, he came back to me gzﬂw the
receipt in his hand. : : - -

“I've taken the Euo&\ of putting my name down,
here as a witness,” said he in a low voice. “I
strongly suspicion our friend yonder ain’t the clean-
potato. Look here, young fellow, you're only a
youngster, and a Britisher at that. But you are a
plucky lad to take a knock like that without
whining ; and I like you for it. See here, my boy,
if %o&: take a word of advice from a man who's
old enough to be ypur dad, you'll steer clear of
this sort of thing for the future.” |

1 sat listening dully, my chin sunk on my chest,
my eyes on the carpet, my hands plunged in my

. ‘a.w& to Sosanw now at what [ Wmmm
uicides at-Monte Carlo! I knew in my -
‘the poor despairing wretches must have.

could guess at the aspect the world must

: 1e:to %m:»m%om before they took the last

wmmmﬁo plunge a9 left it by the coward’s back-

Years back though it be, the remembrance

ha mmnmﬁ quarter of an hour is with me still.

it _Bm% 1 paid for itin a way [ shall remem- -
er to. Bu\ &awq day.
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individual is off his guard, are evidences Qumﬁ cannot
lie. Idon’t refer to beauty of outline, of course;

although as far as that went, my cabin-mate was as -

good-looking a fellow as you would find in a day’s
ride; it was something infinitely higher that I was
conscious of then. For the first time, I recognized
the latent strength behind the gentleness, and

knew the face to be that of a man as strong as he

was true. 1 had prided myself on my strength
once. Would he have failed—have fallenginto the
trap as I had done? Would he, for all hisgvinning

grace of manner, his courteous bearing; his How%zmmm :

to please and be pleased, have suffered: W:&wm:. for

one moment to.become the dupe of a knot of

gamesters, to be enticed for so much as an-instant
from the course he held to be right? - T knew the
-answer to be given to that, and despised myself
anew for the weakest of weak fools. A good
fellow all round, with nothing of the Puritan about
him, he was one of those men concerning whom
the discovery is not made all at-once, that, once
try to get them past a certain point, and you might
as well try to move the Bass Rock. o

I did not sit looking at him long. A sensitive,
highly strung temperament like his would be

certain even in sleep to respond unerringly to the .
power .of the human eye, the consciousness that
~ some one was Hoowﬁm at him ; and I rose wearily. -
after a minute or so and began to turn in. It was
just as well he did not wake. I was in the very
mood to pick a quarrel with some one, and there =
being no one clse available just then, he might -
have had to do duty ; although he was, as m:.Eo a

umon&mmH\nmm ashamed, and miserable as I was, it

THE _m‘oH“S,‘.owm THE GINGERBREAD 43 .

iffich mw:oé to. mmw up a quarrel with. I don’t
mean &mamv% that he was too good-natured—he was
e reverse of that, for the simple reason that good-
bmﬁE‘m HBEH% a certain tendency towards the
_HuEmmBmﬂo and His temperament was too highly
”mﬁ.cwm to admit the presence of a grain of phlegm
~his nonoﬂﬁosl&om&om he had a hot enough
,.ambmH, of his own, if he had let himself out of hand.
ut-he had penetration enough to detect at once
‘what the other fellow was driving at, and defeat his
BHmEm intention by the mOwnm of coolness and
sheer’ good-humour—a thing as widely different
from good-nature as chalk is from.cheese.
\Hwﬁ.m was little sleep for me as I lay with wide-
pen ‘eyes staring out into the darkness of the
abin, while the great liner throbbed and tore her
2y on’ mz.ommr the hight. We were in the
Mo&vosarooa of the Banks now ; the fogs were

o

85\ thick, with the fog-horn QoEo. every minute;
nd zs,ocmr the quiet down below one could catch
very now and then the muffled tramp and the

oarse voices of the men on deck. There might

‘have been danger, possibly; I don’t know; and

b

in my condition just then, I doubt whether I
ould have cared over much if there had been.
b
.sﬁnw Bm that the world would have been well rid
- For all that, contrition had not come yet,

is, if contrition implied utter abhorrence of
o thing I had done. I had Hposwm@. omozm& in

émﬁ or Wmm my HOmm been osq a slight one, I should .



UL 99s T 3eq3 uopos[qo ayy "epripdwmord gy
Papuodsai [ , 193399 2311 prnoys 1 SurqiousrayL,,
. «———UOIOU
o431 93 uop nok y7  -ssoroe SupieS jo Lem lval
Ul SWI UMO 197 oYe) 0} SPUSIUI qn3 PO SIY} 3el)
JUSPIA2 AIBI[O SII 20UIS “IoA0 Jurqy oy ¥y pu
Jury3 03 swiy sidure 9a3m ¢ 951n00 Jo ‘gSnotyy Luny.
JBRIS ON PW ¥INMS Jey] BOPI 9U3 sJeqT,, By
paure[dxs  ropuos 3no 31 jeo A943 19A93BYM 10, dry
-roupted ojur o3 ‘@uaey o[qnop ur uni Uesw T,

| Sufesw sIy yo3es J,upip T.0s':

93INUIW € 101 PUE ! £qBq B SB JUSD0UUI pPUE JueIousT,
ST IMOqe SBM ] SUOIJORSUEI] SSQUISNG UT W 3
porels pue neajuewirod ® jo 98ps oy uo Jes .
. :.uoﬁmmmu 30T INO UT 358D UBY}: ‘T Pue-no,
‘os10M op Biw sm ‘Suryy owes °y3 dn Sursoffo
" uo punog wm3oq are om 20uls JE -SUR U3 U3
241 g ‘PIosM 197300 ABS ©) PIsuou £ 98IN09 jo
- oroyy dogs ;x 19] Jou j1 ‘nof oy 19831, ﬁnoﬁ_aoo
- PIROM TOROU o1y seyjeqm Jo, ‘Surdes Aq ‘uedaq
oY [ [Sso[de]) 91 oye} [rnok MOY sMOU Juop’ .Hm.
o ‘noryss3sns © opew 9 YoA2MmOT]
“OOUPYIIP JO [e9P pooS B TIM ‘Tare] Os 10 Aep.®
103 4240 1o3jRW.0Y3 SuUIury) ueasq AT1U9p14 peY
9y Ing  9wn 2yl 3B yonw Aes 3UpIp unoynbioy
JUN020E uMoO S1g uo 31 Surwiey jie3s pue ‘puer dn
23®] 0} SH@E.mme.muﬂsoE 30%} Jo jurod ur vhmﬁ.ﬁwmm
JO SUORUIIUI 2y} JBYJ PUNOJ oM ‘s910U oredwop o]
SUUI0D UO UOA0IIOYY ‘Surpue] wo spadsord pue
sueld §I9730 OU3 SIOM JRUM JO DIRME [[oM 41309730
U299 9A®Y Jou pnoys yoes ‘pieoq uo sfep Auew
GO9q DBY om 2J0Joq eI 10 fa9n0 Leoyy L339ad
ISOIRjUL TEMINW jo sBumyy pax[e; oAey JOU -pnoys

)4

.

)

AVEYYITONID THLI 40 LTI HHL

e o o e T ettt R it e S e e g e

<

PU® U0 sinoy Luewr os 1oy 9o  pue unoynbjony
se 'foyjpSoy dn’ nyYs ‘smofpy Junok jo ordnoo.
T IR UOSBAX Ul A]90JBOS SBM 31 ‘sucIIRISPISUOD
SIEWRUL 2J0Ww WOy} 19y10503]e 1rede ‘Qousyy  Aue
J0 eAnowr 3sa3uons oy st 9eOq ouo ur Aqrersyy
912 |[e ‘Sureq ow3 sy 10 ‘e SOUBISWNOID D3
‘Prom e ur ‘dn moxqy Lew 93B! 3Q 4193307 9Y3 JoAD.
seqm ur vonedpnred posiosus jo ‘digsuoruedwon.

Yo 'asuss oy POOUINIT (e ur ng £ 30%) 9y3 Jo1 Sur -

-1Unos52 o sdem Luew ore aroyy AlqeqQrg  pieoq
~drys o311 2ouspyuos Jo 93UBYOXD pue YmorS Sy
sinoaef 9oerd ou jeyy “Aswreu—oonou s1y uodn ur
SUIOY pey aaey jsnw ofefos e 30 2ousnadxe syq

HOUS 19a0m07 ‘2uo L1049 3ey3 Suryg suo ST 9197 T,

. .A ; Surdeay Lur ur Anwey oy
3O |ureu poos oy3 pey ‘sioyzoiq Lw Ui Auedwoo
ur T puy  preoq uo MI2M B ISAO YORUI udaq
PeY T 210529 ‘93 jo uosd sem | 9101eq ‘Surmred ur
3s0] spunod parpuny sargy 3q9p Surgwes snog.
~mbrur we Suifed 1o ssodind Y} 107 §yeym Jof pue
Sues JIBY UBYY 2I0]y 1949 JOI Aeme )1 payonyo
Pey A[[0}. pexoIM umo Lur pue WYy uaALS 1Ry 9Ny
SOUED B Pey spe] Auew jou { yiqeo puooss ‘pred
odessed Aw pue Tejrdes Jo Lem £q spunod paspuny
oA -Aeme A]ssaro91 31 Sunp PeY I pPu® ‘10] ysim
PInoo smofjey Sunof Lue se HEIS B OB S | synsoy
"MO[[0} 03 synsor O} Ppur Dweys pue uomner

- -IUNY JUBPUSIE SII YIM SSO] pue JE3J2D JO oSULS.
- 193319 33 A[uo U1 J0 parys ® jou ‘goecadar-gros Au

ur 9jdound ou sem orayy "UOLIeIIS9Y S JURISUI uB

- InoYy3m ureSe [re £w poye)s SABY D[NOM T ‘OUW UDALS
U9q $5900NS JO 9jueIens oY} PeY ‘spiom om0
ur

"ousLadxo juasard Aw Jo Bunyjou 3797 SARY

Ad4OLS SNHTLLAS v 2’4




the way 1s of another nature altogether. ]
for I saw that he was about to .

46 A SETTLER’S STORY

‘Look
here, Colquhoun,” :
speak. “Youknow my resources, limited, decidedly;

you know your own, the same, with the simple

difference of a small Ux before the word., Now,

if the advantages 819&0 to you from such an-

arrangement were likely in any.sense to correspond
with those coming my way, I'd say Done with you
" i - - - - - . " - - }
with all the willingness in life. But as it is ’

Neil—he was lying full length on his back in his |

berth, rolled round on his elbow with & grunt.
“Well, as it is,”

responded’ he; “since that con-

founded "pride -of yours, of which you've such a

stock on hand, appears to be the stumbling-block,

we had better try what ocular—no, tangible, material _
Come -

demonstration will do towards removing H\n
here, you obstinate specimen of a Johh Bull, and

try that. Now try your own ; and tell me honestly .

which of the two, in all the rough work we shall

~ have ahead of us, is likely to make the better Wmnm

at it, and to have the pull of the other.”
“That” was his biceps muscle.
good deal to choose between the quality of our

individual and respEctive property, certainly, and

I could not with truth have said otherwise. |
“You heard what Morton said yesterday,” he
went on seriously—it was the day following that

There was a ..

.

on which the doctor had stated his-opinion with -

such engaging frankness. “None of his business
of course ; yet I suppose there was some truth in
it. I was a fool to take up the notion, possibly ;

but what is done is done,and I have never yet .
known how to put my hand to the plough and

hen. Hoow dmow dﬁam» I can do, I will

m;mw ‘which I didn’t work for—and of which on
that account HUSW no reason to be proud—you've
9 Bsm&ﬁ so we're quits, Any advantage you
1y. gain’ will' Um more than outbalanced by what
e'in-for through you; so if the notion pleases
. mwm%m hands on it, and the thing’s virtuaily
lone. -We'll see to the papers and all that as soon
e mow ashore.”

ﬁ\.o: we had a r&m more Q_mo:mﬂos after that,
he got; as he generally succeeded in doing, his

o
wn-way in the end; and the outcome was, that

efore'we had been a .%mow on board we had agreed
cast in our lot together. That simplified matters
osmaoamvaﬁ of course. We mad® no end of @Hmsmﬁ
1d.talked over our prospects by the hour ; and I
et about writing an enthusiastic letter to my father,.
Q%mcgo. on the splendid opening that had come
to ‘me, mnm lauding Colquhoun up to the skies as
the- vomﬁ fellow ﬁrmﬁ ever stepped. So he was; I

was right enough there. I had no cause to change
my. opinion now, as ‘far as he was concerned. .. . .

And then that black work came in between.

Well! the chance was gone. I knew that, knew

too that I had s::,smu\ if not designedly chucked

it-overboard and lost it. I could not have thrown

away that three hundred in a more. abominably

Hawﬁmw@mﬂzm style had I sunk it in a sack weighted

with shot: over the stern of the Leander. But Col-

quhoun knew nothing of that, of the circumstances

that had forced me to oﬁmﬁmm my mind, and for sheer

,HH.H..F QHHLH Oﬁm, ,HH.HM QHZONWWWM>U C 47

, but I'm
_uos d- to confess %mﬁ at times my share will have
¢ that- of the &mm?um partner. If I've the

e
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50 A SETTLER'S STORY

of which I was conscious, however. Ihadnot got fa iewed _,w.woB.._.ﬂw.mwm._&H on which .
enough to lodge the blame in the proper quarter yef ‘meditatively, my hands buried in
I had no notion where Colquhoun intended to D0 d as:s as I had got the lesson
put up. To say truth, I had never hought o . 1 the Gover
asking him ; and although, on losing sight of "th
straight, clean-limbed figure among the hurryin
throngs, 1 wished at first that I had dong it, I tolc
myself on second thoughts that it was just as wel
For my own part, | got my traps taken fo'a smal
unpretentious hotel ; and as soon as I had:had

some dinner, and become in a momunﬂmnnsmﬁoBm
to the sensation of feeling solid- ground once mor
beneath ,B% feet, I mﬁmﬂ& off, after the ,.Bmpbn_w“om
new arrivals, to carry out my expressed Mnﬁmdmo_
in the way of looking round. - R
Looking round did not promise to be a partic
larly paying pursuit, however; and, after a cou
of days or so at it, I found mysclf .noaﬁmBEmﬁH

my remaining capital with a good deal of gravit

learndex :
s0 far.as that, sir. - But?
: “at your ‘age, a i
attle capital, ' scarcel. _ﬁwmwwum m&ocmmv MM @.&me
aoefheriright o..nnnoﬁwmﬂ,%ozm Lﬁ_ﬁ.oﬁw.ma .H.,HEW
: edior so, even, and- I mnoﬁa._wﬁwm said a. different
thino:: @W% bless rou, for i five hundred I Q,uﬂm
e DUt o n.m@pm ay-of as’good a thing as: msu\.
o fellow: conld: “wish for ; fairly started, all
ipprovements ;. but as:it is, though I don’t .mwu\u the
o impossible, I'm afraid youll find it uphill

o
It was tolerably clear that if I intended to retain

anything worth calling by, that name, L must s¢
about restoring the wﬁmbno Umﬁémon incoming: and:
outgoing without m_.&.m..uﬁ and 1 realized the trut
that conclusion with a sense of strangeness tha
bordered on the fantastic. There are few harde
lessons for any of us to learn—any, gmﬁ_mmx.,
have known nothing hitherto of the verb to provi
in its active form-——than this realization ‘of 1
existing necessity of putting pride in the pocke
and in place of finding work come to us, start

ute he spoke again. “Accu
find SPOXe - fxccustomed as he d -
the task of seeking it. 1 _moﬁ.ﬁwaosmr that exp o. draw. inferences from the .WQ.MMM .J
ence in about fifteen minutes’ steady contemplati pegrance of his applicants, the cut of Bu\ MnHmwme

of my worldly capital and possessions, dinot heen Jost upon him.

one :uoéon the desk and

QLT - . i ) : m.nm.ﬂ.mQ.
lyiat the _.smp, __,wE.H.m agent’s eyes were looking

sapiand’ down,. from -head to foot. k\.wmmw.w
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»..,wmww @mmmu._» I'd H.Omﬂ msa m@ﬂ. ﬁpmﬁ

air Hu.q a&.nﬁ émmn to.

, mB@ﬁmﬁHos Wwas too. mﬁ,onm to be H.mmHmﬁma
I H,Emwﬁa the 1 bmém@mmmn aside, got to my
ct, émHWmm .out of the room, and, HBwon.__ by ax
sistible force, went down the corridor straight

U

ards that fatal-door. It mécsm open just then,
if to" invite me in; I could See the lights, 90
mu the & edget faces vgﬁ over the tables of green
oth, heard mpw amwmm of the dice, the click of the

Hmlon. mum% .aﬁ.o af _H:Hmsdm Uou\osallmsa 25_

CHAPTER V

H

‘¢, 24, COLLIN'S HOTEL

4
5 \.ulv)mb.ﬂ night saw me put to the test:

Looking back now, I can see-that the”
trial came just at the darkest, ds if to-

_try the mettle I-was made of, and.
prove what stuff I had in me. But; Heaven help -
me, at the time Hémm not conscious of that ; and -
only felt, with a futile sense of savage me@nﬁambn
that I had to fight the hardest when atmy weakest, |
and least fit to do it.

It was the old foe over mmmE. Times without"
number, as a certain door down the-corridor, half-
a~-dozen pdces from where I sat, opened; and my .
cars, keenly on the alert, caught the sounds that
came from within, the temptation to enter; o seek:
distraction there, to risk my all in one last desperate
endeavour to win back what I had: lost, rose -flood
- high ; and every grain of pluck and resolution Hd\
ot had to be called into play, to aid me in resisting:
the impulse and choking it down. .<S:.u knew.
which way the luck Bpmg turn this time? 3
ﬂmBmﬂnq voice ‘whispered in my ear mmmS and:

54

H_w.__ 1 H& Ty hand on the door, my foot was at
ﬂwﬂomwOE in anothér second I should have
Ommma it.. ;. Then the latent manhood, all but
tifled msa orow& out of existence, asserted itself
one great leap;.and I walked past the door
nd out ifito the street, breathing hard, and con-
cious that I had come off by the very skin of my
eeth, but victor for that time at least. Vet how
ear the flame- the poor moth had gone! T had
ittle - cause to nosqp.mﬁﬁmgnm mysell od my victory.
The batile was not at'an end, either, everd when I
d got clear of the hotel. The place seemed to
e alive with billiard-saloons and the like, and the
fick of the balls came to my ears with a persistency
at ‘was Bmaammam. Take it all in all, I believe
fought that night the toughest battle of my life,
td that I came ol on the right side was die to
o merit of my own. I knew better than to trust
B%m&m too far, or to run the risk too often, howeter ;

b
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58 A SETTLER'S STORY

half expected to find a guewe outside, waitifig
admission; and it came as a slight relief to see no
one. Feeling a trifle more hopeful; I walked up to
the office and stated my business.

“C. 24? Yes, sir, certainly;” responded thé

civil clerk in charge, after a momentary consulta-
tion of ati official-looking volume. . “Jim,” cdlling
to 4 coloured waiter who was passihg; “show this
geritleman to No. 24. Any name; sir ?” L
Mechanically, and on the spur of the moment, I
was -about to hand him a cdtd. Then ptidée—a
queer kind of pride—¥et; sinée it was simply the

outcome of a resolve to be above claiming that
which it felt to be no longer fitting, I supposé:

there was no other mame for it—checked thé
impulse. What should a hired help want with
cards? I szid to myself bitterly. Besides, the.
interview might come to'nothing, and, in any casé
I preferred to see what sort of a fellow my pto-

spective employer seemed likely to be before I let
a card of mine get into his hands. So I answered"

>

briefly that the name was unnecessary, and-followed

my dusky guide along a handsome corridor, the.

parquet floor, carved pillars, and lofty ceiling
giving it so old-world an appearance to a town-

bred eye, that I could almost have believed myself:
back in London. Presently the darkey ahead & ;
nie paused, opened & door, threw it wide, and with
the words—* Gentleman to see you; sah,”* ushered

mé iff and retired, closing it behind him. .
It was & private sitting-room, well and Hand:

somely furnished, and its aspect took me bick to

‘home with 4 sudden leap. My feet sank inf th
moss-like richness of the carpet, the wdlls wer

feft so-uttérly taken aback. But Colquhoun did

LLIN'S 59
igravings, and the cloth, laid for
d with glass and silver. The

S Dot unoccupied, for some one was there,
CK In-an arm-chair near. the fire, a news-
W hand: -He had his back to the door:
uld omq see \Em outline of a datk mem
‘ehair. ctishions, no ‘more of his upper
or: the ‘moment visible. Yet something
r abotit “the shape of that head, i the
\n?,w, very manner of holding the paper
; QOHmwﬂ limibs stretched ot ﬁoém&m”
ck ﬁmwmﬁs. in' thé one brief moment
thie occupant kept his former position.
Or a-second glance. At the waiter’s

n ! ment he flung down the paper and leaped

and Ifotnd myself face to face with—
Hu ﬂﬁw kN B .

stant we ‘both stood mutely staring at
ot X _mwvnﬁ Colquhoun, with a laugh of
ne..aelght, started forward and eri ny
5 o gripped my

My dear fellow; this is a pleasure | I’'m m&wwmw._

2 see %os* uy\ﬁmﬂ on earth has comeé over
these-days; that you've never locked mie up

il now 2 I membﬁmm afterwards that I'd not
Qm s, @cﬂ.H;ﬁmF pretty confident that I had

i »

on’t-very well remember what I said fo him ;
: ﬁoboﬁow anything odd in my behaviour.
_na_._nmo into the arm-chair from which he
risen; H,.E:wm the bell and ordered - up
once, taking no refusal from me, on

Tou ,,_ : ‘that :n&_q appetite had been good
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62 A SETTLER'S STORY

H.éomaoﬂn@ what had taken him, though I was

wﬁg?ng&wmamBo &Sosao:osmu
‘back in the room again. _
«] saw Walsh a couple of nights ago,” he resumed,
leaning against the.window with his hands in his
~pockets, and looking out while he talked.
was going on then, and thinking that in all prob=
ability I should see you before I left here,
this into my charge for you. L' hunted the town

he was

advertisement in the papers to-day. Here you are;
»

old fellow! All fair-and square, and your own.”

I looked up hastily..

“Staunton disgorged—that’s the explanation.
fellow’s a professional card-sharper, it scems,
regular trickster, a swindler to the

‘admission he made when scarcely sober,
soon as he feit sure of his ground,
with swindling you that night on board.
wanted a witness, so came for me,

~

present and heard it ali.

to him like a leech, pressing
apart altogether from what you hayve just told me
his play had not been all on the square.
that, Walsh threatened to expose him- then
there, before all the fellows present,

fairly well used to erratic movements on his part, )

“He '
he gave:

for you yesterday, Carless, and I meant to put an

He brought out one hand ‘and pushed a sealed
envelope into mine. A couple of hundred pounds
innotes and gold. That was what it contained. -

“«Hold on a moment” went on Neil quickly.
The
. backbone.
Walsh found that out three nights back, from an-

and as.
he taxed him -
He
and T was:
The fellow tried to
bluster it out at first, but’ our Yankee friend stuck:
him until he had no
choice but'to throw up the sponge and own that, -
Upon .
and.
if he didn’t

[ T

- “C..24," COLLIN’S HOTEL’

mﬁmoﬂm@ the amount he had done you out of, and
sz‘.w pointing to the envelope, .“is the result
| You tell him that it’s all on the square this Sﬂm“
were, Walsh’s last words to me, ‘only, if ever wm
omes across that fellow Staunton, give him a hint
0 mind his eye and let him have a wide berth. A
nean. skunk like that wont stick at playing' the
_Hoé.uwa_oém_ game.on any one he’s got a mwzmqo
“_mmm_ﬁmw you bet! ¢ Verb. sap.’ thought T; so gmﬁmm
is message to you, word for word.”

a_.«wu&wﬂwmﬁ _.wam_ all?” T -asked, after a.short

ilence. " T
._Komm.»_ﬂ.ﬂmmmouawm Colquhoun, smiling, “ with the
ception-of a word or two respecting—well ‘ver-
lure, which I'need not- repeat. \Epmu\. were _W_Wb,&% .
cant. Thanks! Nonsense! B% dear .wm_zoé not
ord.- You'd have done-as much for me—besides,
s Walsh-who-pulled the thing off, not L. Now
ne along' to breakfast, old Bmﬁl&wﬁ send for
g traps, meanwhile, and as m\_o.o? as I'm free
¢ll'go up to the Agency, and settle up abopt the
d-at once. There's one thing LIl do before
eakfast, “though,” he added, MQOmmHmw; to the
riting-table,! “and that is to send a ling to the
1a .and-tell themn to withdraw B% m%mmmmm?mﬁ.w
or’t need it any longer; H“w,\.n got Bu\. H‘u,mw.g.oﬂ.,m_am
mean to keep-him.” - o R
And, not to-dwell on this part of my story, this
rogramme was -carried- out without loss of time.
ook up our land from Government, signed the
€cessary papers, and having got all wv_ao.magmamw
ettled; %ﬂ%n@__ou our lot for close on Emw %wwww..
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66 " A SETTLER'S STORY B R
" COLLAR AND HARNES - :
_.,m__o_ﬁh,_#m.ﬂam_ . wmﬁ worked .mﬁ that he has
i me. 1 ,_\mHm.Eu_m..bm Iabour to produce ; ‘and
T ,_.H._M ,nﬁ.,.m?.bmm so well calculated no‘ mm@m
a vﬂ e patticular one I speak of. Ope SQ.WM
ﬁmmﬁw% _ﬁnﬁ ngnﬁ as it were, in zpm,
wMomnﬂm_mRm_u#m ; and the old’ Hm&u\ SO
mw :she %.mnm fair play, is tolerably sure ﬁm do
art. « As:Ihad admitted at’ the Agency, my
3 = owle ge of mm.H.me‘mu however it might
e le 1eory, was _.mmoﬁ&q limited. But my
= Wnowmwsrmm mompw experience as a Highland
ror.nothing ;- and ‘he "knew a good d
, 5 an ! g eal mor
. M@ Mwo_vﬁwmwﬂm and rearing of black cattle msM
0.say. nothing of the rotatio ; ,
10.say nothing of on of crops and
. Hoown HMMWMMMH“MWMW any one would have m:meoﬁmmu
-at aims to'the extent of being, as ic
mﬁoﬁ_Mn ._ _mnwﬂm ~€xpressed:it, “some MWB@OHMMMWHWMW
| Taising. " Of course at tim |
B - L B mm I
for:“bees,” like our neighbo & whenone In

. L el urs ; and whenever
stood'in"need  of ‘hired labour we had it, but’ QMM

@MWMW _Mﬁﬁobm. “Each of ‘us had set his heart on

e ﬂ._.mn._mwﬁw_%mw_. 1ts way, and with the same
View, - we worked shoulder to shoulder, on

0s and determination. The motive in uomnm

me was a true one, he’s the very thing for our-
money. Bound to be snapped up if we don’t look
after him, however ; no end of breeding there. T'd
like to hear what youthink of him, though, old -
man; youre a Jong way better judge of a horse -
than Iam. If youcould putin the time to-motrow,.
I wish you'd just go over and have a look at him.”
« Right,” I answered, getting up to throw a fresh .
log on the fire. “Where away 2” . o
«YVouwve heard of Gargon, an old French-
Canadian, just come to settle here. Berry Flat is
the name his place goes by ; fifteen. miles t'other
side of the cedar swamp, an old tumble-down barn,
the first log-house built west of the river. That'’s’
the fellow who has the colt on sale; and Peters”— -
‘Peters was our nearest neighbour in one direction,
and he lived a good twerity miles off as the crow
Aies—told me to-day you couldn’t want anything -
in the way of horseflesh that, only give him time
enough, the old chap couldn’t suit you with, down
to the ground. Give you the bearings in the
morning.” - : -
' Four years had gone by in the interval, as I'vc
© said, and things were widely different with us now

from what they had been. Take the place to begin ewhat differed. o
with. Four years ago our lot had been ?mﬂ 50 . with o e mmwow of course, ﬂoﬁcwozn
many squate acres in the woods, without a jot to’ the light of an ex use, viewing his venture -
distinguish it from the rest of the miles of waving’ - o.gn . sxperiment, and not having

w bmﬁE.o nm.@.mﬁ to fail, or show himself
rm mu“_,m_nwﬁerm_Ob. which he had set his
_ uﬁmman.mﬁ.BE&. to succeed in it; and I

2

forest ; and now, that same section of forest land
“had given place.to as trim and prosperous a little
farm as ever two fellows could wish to own. Proud
of it! I should just think we were proud of: it.
I¢'s wonderful the pride a man gets to take in the

cts'lay in that ;
0 prospect quarter, and
,ﬁwmo?&;@mwoﬁ country, and QOMQ at
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79 A SETTLER'S STORY . 2" COLLAR 'AND HARNESS | 71
in the name of common-sense he meant—Ieft you
under no mistake, whatever your preconceived
notions of the Celt might have led you to expect,
He ought to have been a big upstanding chap,
with a chest like a lion’s and a voice resembling
that of a bull, red-headed too, for choice; and
instead, when you looked at him you would see a
slight, dark-haired, dark-eyed young fellow, with a
dreamy reflective manner of speaking, and. a trick
of carrying himself at times as if he found it too
much of a bore to live. Until hé was roused.
Then the dreaminess vanished in a flash, and in its .
place came a flood of resistless energy, a strenuous.
keenness of action and intemsity of purpose that:
‘would make you imagine he must have fire pent
‘up within him, only waiting its time to break out, -
‘and set you wondering that you could ever have
thought him quiet, impassive. Quiet? Under
that calm dreamy exterior there beat about the
bravest, most generous heart, that ever throbbed -
in a human breast; and I, God forgive my utter
unworthiness, was destined to prove it. : __
As the days went on, I was beginning to feel
~more and more certain that I had done a wise
‘thing in coming there. Not alone because the
work agreed with me physically, or because that:
under the free and healthy conditions attendant
thereon, I had filled out and grown until my own
mother, in whose memory her youngest born would- 5 _ 'Shé ; :
-remain the slender stripling upon whom her fond ! . pex ._HWﬁMMMmWWMM%mMMWMB imported direct
eyes had rested last, would not have recognized: -handed fell o
the bronzed, stalwart, six-foot odd settler, into: : tellow than Colquhoun

whom that youngest born had developed. But the ary, by ke never threw away a p ith
: . o e : enny .QH er

fe itself suited me as nothing else in the world
éozEWmﬁm dore. Not that our work. was all
wmm&wl.wmmm from it. The first year, with the chop-
wwmmu_.,_&_wﬁamm.wvm burning, had been pretty stiff %
:”mo:.v Hmﬁ mwonm what followed on ; but if & man w%m_\.
oﬁmoﬁ .E,m._wmm_wn enough in his work to make him
@oﬁ,..m?_m..achwﬁw about its” difficulties,. it is prett
Clear. that he won’t, do much good in this world HM
: wﬁnﬁ_mnn_éwﬁ or another. At any rate, roénﬂwﬁ
ti ._”__Bu_\._.,nmwum... spell ‘might be, it suited me a long
ght ‘better” than" mﬁmmm&omadm adequately ﬁw
om_ww_w ﬁww ..Eﬁﬂ.,omq mmeasurement of electro-motive
1¢6, or explaining clearly how electric currents
mmﬁﬂ..mv_nﬂﬁnmmcama&u\ reference to a standard
,‘,.ogb,m_ﬁo. arbitrary limits other than those of
NG, Space; and mass.  Such had been two of the
Eo@zm%ﬂosm presented at that memorable
nination ;. questions which my respected father
.Hm.mﬂm,\n ebullition of wrath, had declared mi wm
ve wmos floored with ease by an infant. I %m&
en-an infant—legaily—at the time, it was true
in; mwm.n__n ow :my flooring the questions, the ommmmv
ad:been most  decided!y reversed, and they had

ery literally floored me.
Ne. had every. advantage on that lot of ours

there is no denying that. If 5 brace of el¢
nere is Genying | _ elephants
w or the plough had been looked upon out there as
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was what is known as a corduroy road. I've often - -
thought that what the biSon is—was, now unfortun-
‘ately-—to the Indian out West, a sine qud non of -
exisience, so are the forest trees to the white settler
in the East. House and homestead, fencing and
fuel, the implements with which to till his land,
the vehicle in which and the very road upon which
the produce of that land is conveyed to market—
he obtains them in whole or in part from the statély”
forest giants, whose wholesale destruction is the’
very first step in the onward. march of civilization.
Trees, trees' everywhere; mothing else visible
except a vista of dark trunks and waving branches, -
until, looking aloft, the eye rested on the over~
arching span of blue sky. The rustle of the myriad
dancing leaves and a lively: chorus-of bull-frogs
from the swamp were in my ears; the sweet scent
of fresh earth and fragrant wood came. wafted on
every breeze ; Mother Nature had to all appearance -
decked herself that day in her greenest and freshest’
garments to do me honour ; and it would have been
hard to say which of .the two of us went forward
more willingly or light-heartedly, my horse or L
It was the brown horse I was riding that day, the.
“ Honourable,” we called him. He had been known
simply as Brown Jack-at first; but one day
Colquhoun, watching hini in harness, declared that
something in his action reminded him irresistibly
of an Honourable Some orie or other he had know
in town, and the Honourable the horse.was dubbed
from that time on. He was a handsome, spirited,
serviceable brute, equally good in saddle or harness;’
and, if he could not trot exactly like Maud S. of
Flora Temple, he did not make a bad show in’

rcutter or buggy, We had another, a chestnut
yeal oﬁw ‘_%WOB_, Neil swore by. He would
cross anything else in the way of horsefiesh
-she as to the fore; but although she sujted
reight to. perfection, she was scarcely up to
A man.of my build wanted somethine more
the-way of bone:and substance, and [ yémwm
¢ the Honourable, for choice.” . - .
Car vwrmb@“_ﬂvm.mcanmymb ?. Well, to-day at all
ts the place of that- unwelcome companion on
ney- was unoccupied ; and truth obliges me
e ,Ha_mﬁ the feelings of the boy were that day
1most with me. " I started a rival chorus to
E.cw.__v#m_mrEﬁmamm to the chipmunks that

ﬁmmwn_ﬂm,ﬁ,. the swamp to right and left, shouted
brew.up my hat whenever a blie jay whizzed
@ scream and a whirr of white, black-barred
ngs ‘.ma_omb..qnm to tree, and, in short, behaved a
a_“_‘ al'more like thirteen than gaom-mbm-ﬁ@mm@( !
vonder.. Ah! they weére good days to look
cxat, through the dim ‘mist of the years between

and now ;- when the work grew and prospered.
nmﬁ_ﬁmza and eye, when it was a joy merely to
and revelin the sense of life, aye ! and a double
oy -t .use and to rejoice in the abounding con-
clousness. of .strength and vigour, fresh, as one
might have taken it, from the hand of God. But

came within sight of Berry Flat at last, and the
: d as a glance told one, was completely over-
ooked :thereby from the point at which it left the
0ods. _N_\H&._om I'quieted down.a bit, brought the
Honourable ‘back into his accustomed long, raking

tride,: m&g__aom.m soberly forward, as befitted a Bmm
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~ same clear voice announced with decision. “Com

78 ‘ A SETTLER’S STORY

This was a pull-up, a contingency neither of -us
-had reckoned upon. .But after a fifteen-mile ride

I wasn’t to be done in that fashion, so I asked next:

woman shook her woolly head in answer.
“Dat me no can tell, sah.”

There seemed nothing for it but to go, afte
that, and having done my best to impress on he
the necessity of acquainting her master with th
nature of my errand immediately on his arrival-
for I had no mind that any other fellow shoul
have first nibble at the Morgan colt—I was turning
to lead the Honourable down the path again, when
I heard a door open in the interior of the building,
and some one else enter, evidently from an adjoinin
room. =

“Who i that, Matty?” asked a fresh young
voice. “Some one to see father?” o

when he would be likely to be at home.. The ol

I have named, had kept-the door all this time
jammed fast by means of her foot, turned her
dusky face away momentarily, to make some com
munication in a voluble whisper, Upon- that,
though. assuredly not from the old negress, came
a light ringing laugh, followed by a « Now; Mi
Louise,” uttered in tones.of remonstrance. _,

“One white buckra, missy,” -1 heard the ol
woman go on to say, in much the same tone:
might have been used to convey the intelligenc
that a sinister-intentioned grizzly was waitin
outside. . o

“ Well, if he is ¥ suppose he won't eat me,”"
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Of course I liked, and that for more reasons
than one. She stepped back into the house for a
moment, and flinging a shawl round Her pretty -
shoulders, tripped along the garden path in front -
of me as lightly as a bird. - I hitched my horse to -
the rail and followed, half inclinéd as I went to
rub my eyes and wonder whether on opening them
I should not find that the vision had vanished. ' It
scemed to me unaccountably strange to come upon
a creature so utterly at variance with her surround-
ings in such a place as that. I' looked at the
miserable, tumble-down building we had just quitted;
at the melancholy, equally dilapidated barn and
out-buildings we were approaching, from these to
the dainty, pink-hued vision flitting before me, its
graceful head protected only by its dark clustering:
hair, and felt again-that I must surely be dreaming: 00fs and teeth of her pet in the girl’s v
Poor and commonplace metaphors, 2, to! she ooking on’ meanwhile bt that £y Wanmm@bwﬁ
say that her eyes were the eyes of a deer, and that' Dr omn&w.mw. could very Smw wait .;uﬁw WH. .W M €
her step was the step of a fawn ; but those were: came ow,_,._%w._wombm. Garcon’s Qm:qwmm . mm MH @Q..
the notions that tumbled one over another in my, usilence as- ”_Wémbw&ozﬂm and 1o > d w.m ©0oc by
mind as she walked in front of- me, erect and lithe SR round fum, taking

the Tow forehand, de : >
to the stable. , _, O ep chest, sloping shoulder,
The stable was, as I have said, another tumble-

ﬁn?ﬁﬂ”@ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂo the noble brute himself turn-
[} S-shanelv head: : .
down shanty, built to the rear of the first, and %on it BHM%&WM__WMMQﬂwvaMwMMWWMmmw%wmwwm oM H‘:m.
would have thought, to look at it, that such a place oot after another to stamp it on ﬁmo floor, i .% HM-
could have sheltered nothing more than a grunte If ‘wished. to call my attention to the MMHH. ﬂw
at best. But I had already found one jewel in a : ,wmmu&@:,_moﬁ,os.roow I praised Mnmm
rough enough casket, and who was to know whether Ssenly—-the callant beast m.mm or P d .ﬁm, v mm.
that might not be the case as regarded another? e | ved1t; and his
And so it turned out, for as I stepped forward to

put the key she handed me, into the lock, thereby
permitting the heavy bolts to be shot back, and a:

ood of M_mmbw. to" be thrown into the dingy interior
¢ was a hollow stamp of a horse’s hoof on the
or, the rattle of 4 chain, a welcoming whinny
n_bﬁo of the handsomest colts | wm.% ever wmm
€s-on _.Egna round his fine lean head to look
s L
T us-is the colt,” his mistress said, flitting up
Em.,Bm_nmmH to which he was tied and mﬁoﬂmnq
lown the glossy neck. « Roanoke, Roanoke §M
#er, turn round and show yourself off.” ,
course I'saw pretty quickly that Colquhoun
C Dot been'at all out in what he had said about
horse. He was a clipper, I saw that by the
m,.and: it did not take me long to get
pomts- by heart. T wasn’t quite brute mmosmw
urally; to-set about overhauling .the eyes mwnm

,, Eﬁorﬁ. own dark mu\.omu the red lips
am&o smiled—a smile that lit. up the
I H_Hwo‘w__m_umx,ow sunshine,
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84 A SETTLER’S STORY

“Carless is my name,” responded I. Then after 85
a moment, for I did not wish to intrude longer
upon her in her father’s absence, I added, © And
now I will bid you good-day, mademoiselle.” i
“Carless,” she repeated. “ Ah, that is less hard
than the other. I can say it quite well, listen. I
wish you a very good day, Monsieur Carless.”
. And. never had my plain, unpretending name:
sounded better in my ears than it did now, when"
pronounced by a pair of lips beside which to my -
eyes the ripest of cherries would have made a poor™
show. . . T
The old negress, who ail this time had hovered
dragon-like outside the stable door, attended us
back along the garden path to where I had left the -
Honourable. 1t struck me that she regarded me.
with no favourable eye, did not think I was to be
trusted, indeed, and the suggestion was not flatter-
ing. I began to wonder whether by any possibility:
I tore the stamp of a ruffian about me. If so, it
~was my beard that was to blame for it, giving me
the appearance of a stage villain. What on earth.
did I want to grow a beard for at three-and-twenty.?"
and for about the fortieth time within the last hour "
I wished that I had followed Colquhoun’s example
and carried a smooth chin. I
My fair guide swept me a little curtsey in
response to my parting salute, and 1 got to horse:
and rode the Honourable back in a sort of dream
Another element had come suddenly into my life
and its spell lay unconsciously on all around me
Over the heavy cedar swamp land, where the horse
floundered and scrambled through one mud-hole

> Was splitting rails for a new fence we
oo d,to Wm,m.h_ Q.Ho cattle off the fresh spring
cal, beard the ringing beat of the hoofs as I
came. along ‘at the gallop, and sending wwm axe
ﬁﬁ._M._m.._mwwwnaonm swing into the heart of the bi
edar log ‘on which he was at work cay .
ence to meet-me, : e o fhe
w.&ﬁt 2 was all "he said, and I didn’t take lone
mmm._%mww as I sat there on horseback above him c
Co i don’t jump : .
o qu M%m? m”uq MMM don’t jump at that ¢olt SQ“M.M
an

o Ok .ud,nmamoﬁmmsﬁwmb . .
it's.all about it.” ominion,

Hwozmg you'd find him a good one,” said h
mﬁnmﬂmm the mall and wedges in his wmua“m “W m..
Eoom..?”\m 10 particular ambition to play &5. AEA ;
ention, we'd ‘better settle it. What’s his % EAW mm
,om_w Mwmww H\Mﬁﬁmmsom how matters mﬂoMm ?.a\.
“beneath  the g - i e
dled the m.oso”wm%%%_ Frntme while 1
bw.,gmﬁm it, is it ?” said he. “Didnt wsoﬂ
_E__” _H..n:_oﬁ&ma a daughter. Vouwd no nwwsom
. _MFB_,“ ,.ﬂrmmw Well,» we’ll have to wait till
_mon.m,.wqwm._ﬁp_ an appearance, I mﬁ@.uowm that’s a]l.”
0 %m» was how the matter was mwa& mmm
_omu_o.w,w changed hands without much m&m
Or after'a fair and satisfactory trial, buy him %\o,.

bl

]

cventually did. .
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38 . A SETTLER’S STORY HOW I WON ROANOKE , m@

o_,..w..ﬁm country in another way, that consideration is
oMunM ,,.ﬂoH count for something with him.”
-And- that was a] i j
diher e oH_HmﬁmﬁH he ever said on the subject,
Hrm,ﬁ visit of mine to Berry Flat had results in
Many ways, apart from the mere purchase of the
colt” Roanoke, By the way, his name, as I've
_moﬁo_ﬂwm to mention, had been vmmﬂoémm on him
_Hﬂmq,osﬁ of compliment to g Carolinian pro-
genitor, and had of course nothing at all to do
with his colour. In point of fact, he had nothing
Hmm.b_.mvocﬂ him, being a bright bay, with Emnw
points, and only a few white hairs on the off hind
..H say, that visit had.had results’;
_ mme would not have been written
crwise. - One of them had made itself apparent
nly a day or so later ; and that was when ‘Neil,

M%.mn hallooing himself hoarse after me all over
e place, ran me to earth at last, far too intent

. in it to offer one, after all. - They talk about fellows
turning homesick, you see,” he explained after a.
pause, “and that’s why 1 say nature-sickness.-
There’s no other word to express the feeling I -
mean, though I've a notion that it's precisely the
same sort of longing that drives most men to the
colonies, although they may give it a different
.name. Life’s more genuine here, with less artifici-
ality and sham about it, and that’s what I wanted.
At bome, a man’s estimated as a rule according to .
his balance at his banker’s, or to the precise height -
he-stands in the social scale—out here, his worth -

‘lies more in what he is. Standing or siller won>
" serve his turn over much when he finds himself .
set down in the primaval forest with an axe '
in his hand—sand, grit, if he’s got any in him, .
‘will.” : ) _

“I understand. Well ?”

-“Oh, nothing else of any moment. Except that
you see results here, you know. You're not merely "
going over old ground that others have worked:
dry, with the knowledge pressing on you all the |
‘time, that if you drop out there are dozens, aye,

“hundreds, cager and ready to fill up the gap,:

he ejaculated, and stopped ,m:owﬁ

joined to a sneaking consciousness, too, that most "

of them could do your wosk a long way better than ly, hot, and besides, I don’t for the life of me see

you can yourself. A -fellow stops his own gap- at because a fellow happens to have sone to MMo

bere:  If we don’t fulfil the conditions on which woods, it’s therefore necessarily Ummn: . M

we hold our land, old man, it goes back to & ] turn himself into a bear.” JreHmbent

Government, that’s all, no one else is likely to snap - Now, there was rank heresy os. my part. if

it up. Then there’s another feature; every square. ke.” Only two mon ths back the M zﬂo ) HH WMOM

yard won from this virgin soil means a victory for istled had been ga different .one m:oqﬁwm

the race; and when a man’s debarred from mmaioo_._ _rmﬁ on'earth was the use of shaving oﬁ.MWmHMwﬂ
. . o .
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¥

Is: stag: down, he hated having to be cm.mwoﬁ.ﬁm..
nlike - enough to walk away while his gillies
W.. up, .or, as he termed it, “gralloched” the
cer.. - Compared with him I was about as hard as
nails:; but T “don’t mind owning that I felt a bit
queer myself when we had got to the place, and- I
aw the good horse standing half across the snake
nce, .Em E@Emﬁ human eyes fixed on us, asking
i their ‘mute. eloquence, dumbly for help.. The
ke had gone right- into his brisket ; and I say
didly, that: I felt more than half sick when I saw
the ‘crimson’ stream _trickling down the wood, and
new what I had'got to do. I had set that fence
yself, :and. could gauge almost to an inch how
uch of the ugly stake had gone home ; and for
m%muﬁg%n_ﬁ.mm if the best and most merciful
urse would be to let Colquhoun have his way
8& -shoot” him. - Only for.an instant, and mem
_mﬁ..._“@mw a flash of light came the thought 0m
ne one to whom that colt had so lately belonged.

" “What colt? Great Scott! You don’t mean
Roanoke?” Yet before the words were well out of - -
my mouth I knew that the question was a needless
one. He was the only colt we had got. :
"He nodded. : _ ,
“Staked himself down in the twelve acres!
There’s no hope for the psor brute! It’s a horrible
sight1” A -
The pasture seemed to swim momentarily before -
my eyes, and for an instant I could neither see: _
straight nor get a word out. o
“No! look here,” I cried when I could speak.
“You're never going to do that.”
“Tell you there’s nothing else to do,
hoarsely. “Come and see for yourself.” :
Well, it was a sickening sight, and no mistake;
when we had run shoulder to shoulder a furlong or”
so down the pasture.- I didn’t wonder at Col-
quhoun; he always was a delicate, nervous sort of

a chap and couldn’t stand anything of that kind at - . ,
Za:..pomw_mmw at me, and his very lips had turned

2

he repeated”

all. I knew now what the second thing was that

he could not bear; the sight of blood invariably: white : _

knocked him over. It was not his fault ; there id you- so,”. he said hoarsely. «“Stand

 was something hereditary in it; and as for cutting 7~ And he vwosmg up the Winchester to
up a pig, not to mention killing one, he could no esight. - S

more have done it than have flown to the moon. " But I.struck the muzzle up only just in time.
That sort of thing fell to my lot; and though it No; not u_\.m,n.. Let the poor brute have a chance
wasn't a job I particularly hankered after, still, Jor his life. - Time enough for that if we have to"

some one had to.doit; and I'd have done more ome to it.” . . ,

_than that to spare him. One of the chief reasons- Then I went forward for a nearer look. The
that had induced him to let the deer-forest, as he’ b promised to be an ugly one—but, it was
told me himself, beforé’ the notion of Canada’ _

a@wﬂu and | had-made up my mind that for
entered his head, was that when he had brought: ake T must pull him through. S
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.96 A SETTLER’S STORY HOW I WON ROANOKE - o7

if'you do pull him through he’s yours'out and out,
om this time on. Remember that. I hand over
ny share’ in him to you, and that's only fair.
lind you pull me up if he gets worse or if you
ant anything.” Then he yawned portentously
d:went off.  Poor chap! it was all he could do
keephis eyes open ; the calves were beginning
come, and he had been up a couple of nights
running; I may as well explain here that the pulling
Up-to which he referred was literal. The stable
aspretty close to the log-house ; both our rooms
wereron . the ground-floor; and it had been sim-
plicity itself to run a length of twine across from
window to window, one end hanging down close
to my hand, the other loop being slipped over
eilsiarm, Naturally, supposing that the twine
eld, I had only to pull hard enough in order to
aul him half out of bed before he was well awake,
had _.émﬁ& him. A primitive arrangement, I
but it answered our purposes, - |
ell; T had a stiff time of it, for the poor bruate
as farithrough; and more than once of twice
hen a shivering fit took him, I made dead
in he was going. But it never came to quite ;
v.the time the grey dawn came peeping in at
indow, I knew that the turn had come, and I
tnever.had felt more glad in all my life.
urse T wanted to save him on account—wel],
unt of some one else. But that was far
g the only reason, for the man must have
vist about him who does not love a good
or his own sake ; and by the time I had got
ably certain that the worst was over, T
3 &

-to consider my own appearance, that the process
' was necessary.. S
- However, I was a trifle too cocksure that. time
in taking it for granted that we werc out of th
wood ; for there is no denying that'I thought th
tables turned and the poor brute fairly gone, a fe
days later. Hewent on all right for about a week
the wolnd healing kindly and promising well, and
then a sort of fever took him, until at the last it
came £o be just touch and go. We saw to hir
turn by turn-all day, the two of us, and as the
hours went by his strength went with them ; until
at last, about 10.30, when my watch fell due, T
began to have strong doubts as to whether he
would live to see the morning. But I had made
up my mind to pull him through if it lay in man
power to do it, or failing that, to fight tooth and
nail anyhow with old Small-back for his life. - 5
I carted out a whole doctor’s shop, with a rug or
two, to the stable, rigged up a sort of hearth on th
stone floor, and there I sat all night, with the colt’
head between my knees, dosing and m.oo*nomsm him
as the slow hours dragged away. Neil saw to al
the rest single-handed ; and the last thing befor
he turnéd in, came to the stable -to look " af
Roanoke. R
“Bet you you don’t,” said he, and shook hj
head. o I
“Bet you I do!” retorted I, though in my heart
I was a long way from feeling sure on the w.omﬁn
myself. -
“Well, old fellow,” rejoined he, after he .had
stood for a minute or two longer looking at him

R
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100 ~ A SETTLER’'S STORY

dwellers at Berry Flat. The purchase of .mum. MMM
colt had been the . first breaking of the ice; 9,0 !
from that time on first one pretext and then muw ner
had served to further and mwam:m@mm the acqu ot
anceship. Roanoke’s mmnoﬁouﬁ was owm.H o
mistress got to hear of ﬂﬁ.mb& asa natura o mm _
one could not do less than ride him over as so

: herself how com-
* " he was fit, in order to let her see for o

. Busm WORK - 61

my chum and 71, a-couple of active young fellows
dexterous by this - time in. the wielding of the
Canadian axe,~—a different too] altogether from an
English one,—should be disposed to allow the old
man to set-about any of those jobs single-handed,
; it only meant a couple of hours’ ridé on’ our
to. come to his help. There were about
fteen miles between our lots, it was true ; but we

oh, and into whata g d: grown ‘accustomed to things on a big "scale,
pletely he Hpmm Husznmnwﬁﬁmw U%mu,q&owwsm. After that - nd thought no more of 2 thirty-mile evening ride
upstanding onmm ther’s turn; and he, in an un- i than our horses did. So i happened, that when
it would be Wom. h mm itality would invite Colquhoun . day’s’ work for’ ourselves was over—when we
wonted busst o o#% have 2 look at the drove of 3 > Dot _spearing fish on the Sand River, of
and myself over ght in from the . _.onﬁw.;,nov?. or black, grey, and red squirrels, all

- .W@Tm&...ﬁmnwﬁoav : s S : .
prime domcﬂw,mwm ..éw@sn%g obtained his stock, not - structive creatures. to the settler—or, in a word,
‘Western ranches,’ ! hen ‘there’ was woAﬂEsmﬁowmmwsmmﬂﬁdnmos

.. ,»-w:&amamb&m&m% gowg. oo ele was A =¢]
pitching v%ﬁﬁﬂ%&ﬂz.?ﬂoé would sell later on to. mﬂﬁo?.mﬁ,omgm_ to be the most natural thing in the
colts, whic H.Eﬁwm.\n%o mwocﬁ_ﬁ.mmoﬁwﬂo wﬁdxmamﬁﬁo

L 7 be called -

- t prices which could not . . |

e n% mﬁm%aw%mnwwgm been termed extortionate. : nd an Eo.ﬁ, or so there before dark,
low, and mig bsent in the ey

i time he would be absen ; don’t fa this sa
For éoowm.mﬁ Mmm daughter meanwhile to the care: UsSiness—our. :mrm_ddm it, I mean—found much
West, Hmmﬁb.m Mets 1d negress Matty, who, vour in. the'eyes of Garcon’s daughter, however.
4 companionship of the old neg it : ghter,

anc comp best to show. -

o e o s ome d in her. It iding over one CVeNIng as' usual, we had reached
wor fiderice repose - IE
herself worthy of the con

: 11y Flat before sundown, to find the olg man

only dull for a girl like that: oking his pipe under the stoop of the lo o-house

must have vmam% Mﬂumﬂn%ommm\‘ fashion from day to Emnmsmwﬁmﬂ sitting at work beside him. . We

o be Shut MN@ seemed to be no help for it, under: w@.,_.oﬁ_._rowm.mm to the rail and joined them -

day; ,U sﬁnﬁmwmsgm - Then again, the old H_,Hmn.nv,.. ,_Hn,_SwoB. the old fellow had seemed to cotton
MHMSMMMMM would announce his intention of setting

° 1 field, to repair or rebuild ¢ bench beside him, while I established
fo work 0 HMMHHMMAMSMH clear a half-acre or so.of If ‘on a"low stump at the other side, from
Mﬁ Mﬁv e ay of Bwﬁsm the necessary improve- : nw”.,vomﬁon_ﬂn_émm, possible to obtain a good

ush, by w : ; ikely that’ of the play of Ioyuise’ little hand h
k : t was scarcely likely that *He play .ot Louise’s little hands, or catch a
ments on his lot; and it I STEE o
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104 A SETTLER’S STORY o
across at Colquhoun. He had risen, and was
standing with his back against the door-cheek,
tapping his boot impatiently with the handle of
his whip. I suppose he felt the awkwardness of -
our position as much as I did, and liked it as
little.  After a moment’s uncomfortable silence
the old man turned again to us, spreading out his .
hands with a deprecating gesture.
“You see how it is, my frents. This is what it
means to have a dutiful daughter. She vrould
rather see her old father, her poor father—who, -
poor though he is, would cut off his right- hand
before she should feel pinch or slight—straining™
his back over this work, which yet must be done,
than have him accept the willing assistance of two
- generous KEnglishmen "—1 saw the blood mount
to Neil's forehead there, though he did not speak, -
for, like most Scots, he split on the rock o
Britain—“whom he is proud to call—_» .
“I did not mean thatat all” flashed out Louise, . feel a little sore to find
her nostrils quivering. "% No! please say not a > girl, who'had hitherto borne herself with
word, either of you-—you cannot understand why I: b frank unaffected cordial;
speak.  You know quite well what I meant, ould “now ‘dppear g0 sin

Accept a trifling service at our. hands. What did

mo Bmao o more dir
04 neither did I, B

._._,__o_z_mv ;-and it was not pleasant, certainly,

‘tarough as quickly ang unobtrusively as
and then clear out, that’s all. T dop’t
) 't the house "yonder to-morrow,” with 5
ackward nod over his shoulder towards Berry Flat.,

Nor 17 I echoed moodily, and we. rode home
inwonted silence. Byt although we did not
iscliss _ﬂww_ matter further, each of us, to judge by

~ father!” Then, having thus checked the words

which each of her two unwilling auditors had mn she'mean by it ? - Was it pride pure ang simple ?
his tongue’s end, and before Gargon himself had Or—and the ‘mere notion sent me downp Msmo@ﬁrm
time to get out another syllable, she had taken up %@&W«&wg her quick Wwits read the secret of one
her work-basket and fled. . L »:and did she intend that one to regargd her

“Strikes me we've made rather a hash of it - ent voﬁpﬁ.oﬁ as a discouragement, nw under-

there, somchow, Frank” Neil observed to me
somewhat gloomily, as he and I were riding back - er,
from Berry Flat presently, both of us being too ony, based upon
much disgusted with our host’s conduct  with, gven: by settler to settle i

nd _Wmn his presence was distastefu] to her? It

5

bis daughter to stay longer than the
- “Can’t make it out, for.

, ect reterence to the matter,
ut I knew his meaning wej]

to reflect
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108 A SETTLER’S STORY o0 BUSH WORK. 109

~was’ determined not to see my meaning
D I felt angry, hurt, mortified, as I mﬁooum
FRRIE onmy axe, looking after her retreating
hgure, although for the life of me, when I came ,HM
unk things gver, there seemed in reality nothing
{0 be-angry about. She had declined to Hmmm
inother meaning in the few commonplace words I
m@oH\nwm In answer to a sentence of the most
a”aynmq‘.nocﬁw_m?ewmw was all ; and if. the signifi-
canc _,,m_&mm_ meant to convey thereby had Wmma
short :n _uémm. not her fault, but mine. -] would
yeigiven my head for the privilege of escorting
@@ﬁ pasture, but, with the remembrance of
astinight present with me, I was reluctant to
v My company on her. So I left that pleasant
uty -:.to  Gaspard, a nondescript flapping-eared
ongrel, one quarter of him bloodhound, and ‘the
est any breed you please ; and instead, took up
my.axe and crossed over to where my chum was
at:work, remarking that, since it was getting pretty
hot, we might as well slack off for a breathine
spelli v T . )
t'was pleasant enough there in the shade, with
A¢. sun - glancing in  between the whispering
ranches, and chequering the grass beneath s:cnw
dappled _.:mwﬁ and. shadow ; very pleasant—barrine
ne ‘thing. . Eden had its serpent, and our mgam

: d its flies, its “skeeters.” Their name was legion

a1 Fn&. defied us ; even tobacco smoke mmEmw. ﬂm

P H.voﬁ. off. Neil lay on his back csmﬂ.uomo

his:hat over his €yes; and I sat up against

- next,one eye at intervals on a red-headed

d ecker ‘that kept peering at me round g |

tell whether the sight of our work pleased heér or.
not; but she certainly contemplated it very -
seriously.- ‘ o
- “You are very good, both of you, to take so
much trouble on our account,” she said presently.
“We—my father and I—ought to be extremely
grateful to you.” ‘ :
Now that remark, coming from her, was; all
things considered, natural enough, I supposé: ___
But in my then frame of mind it nettled me; and.
by way of setting matters straight, I forthwith -
proceeded to make them worse, and to put my -
foot in it altogethern,” I certainly possessed- ani
eminent faculty for doing the latter: B
“If that is the way you take it,” - I began
inanely, “you rust allow me to apologize for my -
awkwardness.” - : o
“Your awkwardness?” She locked at me in -
surprise. ’ S s
“Exactly. -Because,” I went on impetuously; “I
must have to all appearance conveyed the impres~
sion of regarding as a toil that which I count onl
a pleasure—a privilege rather.” o
- But that didn’t’ seém at all the right thing to
say, somehow. She looked distinctly troubled
now, nay, downright embarrassed. - Moreover, she
would not take my meaning, not a bit of it. I
“You are too enthusiastic,” she said, with a
smile.- “I. have never heard bush-felling spoken
of as pleasure before. Most Englishmen look:
upon it as very hard work. Indeed, I have known-
of a great many who have been obliged to give it up;
simply because they found it too ruch for them.
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112 A SETTLER’S STORY

P

Neil, convoyed him on ahead, talking and gesticu-
lating with his wonted vehemence of speech and " -
gesture. B -

It was strangely silent and lonely there in the |
woods, after their figures had passed -out of sight, -
and we had lost the sound of the voice of one of
them. At any time, and under any circumstances,

there is something impressive in the sense of being | thihes stond Buthad 7.
surrounded. by trees, as if, in truth, the Spirit of it was the question. Hun.uw ﬁzm.ma l'any chance?
the Woods threw his spell over one at the instant more have told if m.?w felt mmm ife o.m me H could
of stepping across his borders. In the Canadian: regard. to my humble Hmum%mwﬁmﬁmn Interest

s€ an I could have

forests the impression of solemnity is intensified,. - Wn. As Fal _ o
if that be possible, for the tall trunks that shoot up - .b.wmﬂwm.&wwm nwomrmnm Hmmﬁ she r egarded’ my
on every side, not throwing out branches until at’, being on an ,mNm,% ey mpm.mwgo light, and
some distance from the ground, give to the dim SO vy similar footing ; ang her
far-reaching vistas beyond the appearance of a _ _
thronging mem\n of pillars filling the court of some e might have been looked for from 4 girl
ancient temple, reared in the days when the world
was young. o
That afternoon, however, we gave little heed tg
any such suggestions as these; our atfention was
occupied with less exalted ideas altogether. The
raspberries were just at their best, every bush was:
simply swarming with them, and Louise and I—
we were neither of us very old—lingered to gather:
them like a couple of children. We never thought'
of keeping count of time or distance; and" for’
direction, simply followed in the track of the other:.
two, guided by the trees Neil had taken the trouble
to blaze with his knife as he went along. Louise
~ had brought a little wooden pail with her; and.]
went on gathering raspberries and bringing them
to her in a mullein leaf, for the ostensible purpose -

But this afternoon, for some
rmer frank friendliness seemed

first time in g fair wa
B% companion looked up ‘mcaanna\ _.Mda

——

ouare femembering Iast night,” she broke

i HEE flashing one searching glance at me
0 her dark: ¢yes. “Ah, yes, I know it; I have
t Qonm vmgmg us all the time, as we walked

H
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"BERRIES AND BRUIN 117

be going back, if we're to square up to-night, you

rder toattack a party of four. In any case
0:see'that no harm should come to you”

know.”

Louise was bending down over a raspberry bush g
at the moment, and the quick expressive sign he
made told me at once that something had gone
wrong. | - o
“ Right you are,” I.answered, carelessly turning
as I spoke. “Suppose we take the lead this time. Louise! wife, vile, md petite Je te dis !

But the old man had got within speaking distance gerlpah! and not one of ys SEHU s BM.W
by now, and he showed himself by a long way less apon on him ! ” ¢ :
considerate than his companion had been. asright there. Colquhoun and . in. ]

“ Bears!” he gasped as well as want of breath mn » 1 only
would allow of, rushing up to us and clutching his
daughter by the arm. “Two of them over at the
berries yonder, not two hundred yards away!l.
saw them, I, with my own eyes! Monsieur et
Madame, I take it. And it is not with berries they
will remain content, alas! it is my hog-pens they
will visit next. Was ever such misfortune thrown With' our own, and we had not in truth
in the way.of a poor and miserable gld man! S-a revolver among the three ow us T, so
He flung out his hands with a theatrical gesture, i= "What ‘a brace of asses we were t cor
‘and wound up with a sort of long-drawn wail. .~ 18,”‘Neil remarked to me. ag he mao& MWBm h

“In place of lamenting possible future danger'to €. Iear.in our enforced vwmﬁﬂmmﬁ old MOGWE
your hogs, don’t you think it would be better worth ng his’ daughter on ahead in Lao m argon
while to avold alarming your daughter, and' see best speed he -could make. T Mmﬂnﬂw
about getting her home?” struck in Neil, the off in this style from moocE.o of mﬂoH.ame -
coolness of his tone not attempting to veil a ring ¢ those over . yonder, merely because ©:1d brutes
of contempt. “Believe me, there is no actual had: the common-sense to car. mboﬁw.owm of

danger,” he added earnestly, stepping up to Louise, m except a knife.” Not that émho@:ﬁ Mw‘ e

who, although she had not uttered a word, had ot under’ present circumstances W " Emem

naturally turned somewhat pale. “The brutes thia significant’ glance towards Egmu ¥ Wn@E.mP

were both busy with tHe berries yonder, and would et ahead. *Then he lauched ocﬁqﬂﬂu :o P

be most unlikely under any circumstances to lea hen' you think of it, .ME H,m:oév m\n. w After

: owardly tric a.oomzeﬁ it, to start off m,oH. a MMHWHM

10 danger?” quoth old Garcon with 2 nt
Rn.@ his daughter by the arm, and wmﬂ“m%
a_”‘.._\&m, direction of the clearing at the
Pace .nwﬁéﬁnw his short legs QQ.M equal

ad. nothing on us in the way of defensive
PONS except a knife hanging from the belt ; and
XES were at present where we had left EMB an
go, fast in the trunk of the last tree we had

d..0ld Garcon’s case was pretty much the
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120 A SETTLER’S STORY

his hand. It’s possible he might find occasion to
alter his views on that head. By the way, I wonder -
'what kind of shooting-irons Gargon is likely to-
have on hand to offer us.” B
We did not have to wonder long. - The old:
French-Canadian did not own much in the way of’
an arsenal ; and we looked somewhat dubiously at -
the couple of old double-barrelled shot-guns which:
were the best he could give, thinking ruefully of:
the brace of Winchesters fifteen miles away.
However, the thought of the rifles would not give
them wings to bring them to us, and the circum-
stances did not admit of delay. Having a good..
axe of his own to grind on the score of his hogs, o e :
old Gargon had showed himself so far generous, as - e _M%%M% ammwwﬂumowmnmwawwn Wmm little to
not only to place the sajd smooth-bores at our BB dog, and it was %.ﬂ no Bommwomw\n the
disposal, but to insist upon our taking -with us his get him to work the back trail Not un %Hm mmmw to
dog Gaspard, that nondescript mongrel, with.nothing " spent: some hours in the wozwmw did w : iw. ma_
about him to give a clue to the breed of which he eighbourhood of the spot where, as we M.o e
- came, except his sweeping cars and deep heavy : we had first fallen in with Eo:mwoﬁ. a Qs%oﬁ%amau
chops. Louise looked somewhat anxious on hearing. riin. . The odd-looking stump al Qs © “adame
‘that our intention was to spend the night in the fforded a . = P already mentioned
woods in. pursuit of the bears; but she was too - addition. to the hanging branch ?
well used to that kind of thing to make any
attempt cither at remonstrance or dissuasion. -
Perhaps, considering that we had’ to do with not
one alone, but a couple of the brutes, there might
have been some recklessness in the thing. " But
that was the last consideration to enter our heads;"
and we got the dog in a leash and started off back on
ouf trail with as little delay as possible, only fire-hot
to come up with the bears and get a shot at them..

CHAPTER X[

| CLOSE QUARTERS

e

5T was dusk already when we mmﬁowoa the

lace We spotted them,” he said in 2 whisper. «J
wﬁﬂnmﬂvmw yon branch perfectly, and we spied the
ar a.couple of hundred yards further on” .

H.Hm pointed as he spoke to 2 broken bough on 3

mmnw@mom ,qu“qmmfgomp.msﬂ Q:bwm,m\ﬁms&uw. up
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124 A SETTLER’S STORY 125
“No,” Neil had said determinedly, as he threw. “Ready'2” o, »and as I nodded back.
down his rifle that night; “the next bear I shoot O Then, at that very
shall have a chance anyhow! I'm blessed if the . RS e report rang osw.
hide of that poor brutesWasn’t riddled like a corne W (ra; : ; '
o) the leash, sp, ] as he still was to

sieve, by the time those fellows were through with
bim. Fair play for man and beast, say I; and: __
I don’t budge from that.” No more he did, either,
from that day to this. And, taking things one :
with another, the conditions all round novw were
about equal, so that we and our adversaries
might have been fairly reckoned quits. It promised -
to be nothing else than a fight at close quarters ; :
and the- excitement of the mere anticipation sent
the blood leaping and tingling at galloping pace.
through my every vein. Neil, on the other hand, * s .
- was just about as cool as ever. Except when Y __vaz_,wﬁ vaowﬂu his shoulder, byt there .émm.
unnerved momentarily by the sight of the single - ,
thing of which he had an instinctive horror, I never
knew a fellow who had himself, batring impulsive. -
ness; better in hand in every serse of the term.
He was a dead shot, too, and I felt pretty confident -
of the outcome as far as the bear he was to tackle
should be concerned. ‘ S
He looked at me, and I knew that he was giving -
me first choice. I pointed to the far one and’
touched his arm, then from the nearer one to-.
myself. He nodded, and brought up the old-
- double-barrel to the sight. . We had agreed to fire
together; for the couple, crippled at ledst, promised
to be less formidable than one possibly merely
wounded and the other unhurt, since in that case,
the latter would be certain to come to the rescue R _ _
of its mate, o tched between the bear’s b

erking. my chum  with him, and spoiling his aim.

“Missad 1. i »
Missed I v . Jupiter ! tame from the latter,

0d that moment the moon went behing a cloud

o V

aving the forect as darj as pitch.
ght have gone badly with at least one of ys




Jo Suneaq oy 107 3191 pue weSe un

o Aur T[e owr' {003 3.‘sem T se Suong
1 94190 jo 3uem pue o5 -umo Aw seip o3 9T AHT TIe St 31003 3 ! S

"Is10m 913 nq Suryifue 10 edoy 0

1 MR : .
Wmﬁ. eadde 3sgures 9Y3 031 Jomsue ur FURWIAQUT: Suprep Ajeoreos ‘wm Lw w pIBALIO} UBI UsY3 DUE
nEmmeHMoW - Mu i gnumm.&m,m Ar8uz __3. ISnW PEIY $.783q Y3 JeUR )1 003 ] dioym voeid:
SUJ pPunoy  Suipasiq SUIUBOW oy3. Inq: oux oYy ojur [Bq Suurews: Awx jues 1 uonersdssp uf

1B9U-snowsuos Jumgou Y4 ‘peap 10 Jurax sem g 1239509 wmsohm. o.ﬂ.um o3 Surwos 30 Wy Jo doy.
U} U0 ISAO PI[OY SSBW [O®q Jeo1S I 210J0¢ Isnf:
‘aed paysiensino T3 WOY MO[] B IPPUN UMOP OF
‘pue 1085835 wry usos PeY I [BUN Jou sem Jeyy Ay
J9] pue.2oueyd Lu1 308 1 35®[ 3% US4 pue ! suy Lwr
v A[3090Ip sBM SU 90UlS ‘OIy SIEpP JUPID ‘red Lux

I Pue 3591 pue ysSir oy SIe9q Peap 2u3 Jo sossen
ssofodeys  o8ny 4 Ts9913 ' Suryoyem yoe] ;
J0 9212 uwores Juas U WM “Toafrs UI1a opers

93 surpooy E.m.H_EooE AIYm 2y T, MOU U4 91 JOFY]  “STOHNy 510w Joy epEwW ATUO ‘5o Supjoeyo
o Mum@ SOTO9 2205 a1y 3o Arowaw 23 pueq WO ey ‘M0[q Sy pue ‘Teq ® jo.red 1opusy jsouwr
O3 AI9YI] I94dU we ¥ Jeyy suo ousIadxs YT oG ‘opzznm oG PSS oY ey oy Uo [y 11nq

« I 9 93 423ds ey pro xyes s,posy s0,7,
S pozi[ear 1 se AuoSe jo ysna 12215 su0
9818 01 powoss wyy T0F 33} 1282 Pey 1 am07 5 .
[[e pue m.\mH.HvH.mSﬁ‘_ Hu..o.ﬂou.udﬁ 1 . jueur pjo: ,,HHMZ mg..m_. Gmerﬁ.mQ 197 pue ﬁ.mHHHN.mH@ g542 3 ﬁQSOﬁHz_.@MOU..
o ST HqSiuoott oy 03 50e e p@mﬁmhm.o@.mﬁ pue wiy puryaq wory dn 9501 ays
w@m SHUM 943 Surumy ‘sserd 93 uo umop wry’ : __h,,_mm&comuoa.mﬁ. pre 1040 PoJ[ox syewe- 98Ny oyy. e
043 10 v0ed e feme Wy Su1d1es pue prigs gyss W.‘___vn.m < oyew 399 J0 d[oy o 03 swy 1y £q dn owWoo
PRY.2Y 11 se surre Lw ur dn wiy j08 1 73 .Ho..ma,_ oym .,.,mmoz&_ PUE Jmyun ‘Gum pauoodr Ig
Surgioy PBW pue ‘siep 98073 Ul 910y e sB Suc . _._e.w, 1 km‘.ﬂmm@_,.oam oy sem oroWy Ing  PEsD [1of pue -
SE.INOQE SEM | 3ng ‘uew SSIsULS © 3317 0y § bac 3 vwm MI0] PatoSSers reus Surfoys 15[ ® Gm 9seeq
, “Je21S oy pue ‘ureiq om3 oluI [mys oYy ySnoayy
,.‘_,._mqﬁwm‘a oW S|yl plo3 s[req wedg | Reo Igy

JYF SARY ISY 9] PUE- [9318q-3[quop Jy3 dn Junms’ .
O YSNnolyy Jof ‘siojrenb 9501 £jquiIe} seAv 3]
o 3993 jo Leire o[qeprurioy & Jumoys

PINOS T Wiy 317 03 wrry JOPIOY 303 T se pue. 3 40§ -310 JOO] 0} SWI) JWIES S} J8 SUI O} Supnoeys
P oL o%% asnf PapueIxs swre sy SPIEMUM - ‘proper 07 Surddogs MOUIA W UO U GBI U und
998} SULA sem opy HeY Aw 3e s0110y Topm : 341 peqqnp oY ‘pesy sJeaq oyl Je uopeiedsep ur

S[elaeq q30q a1y o3 Luo Suwsned pue {owrn Aue 3
© PU®IS PINOO 97 UEY) SIOWF SeM 3T I0f IOHNS. Pnoys
¢ W3 pooS B WY SUOp 2060 PEY yeul Surmpdue o
200 Lue TBYL PPN F0J yonur 003 pasoxd punos oty |

nmmmo.swu 243 Suny pey j PISuss .&osm_ Aq noﬁiuc &
csossgou Ho reaq PeIPoY jo ssew 3 Hoqwomﬁﬂ i
P . .

Ly (SYILIVAD HSOTD .S Y TLI v Sy



128 . A SETTLER’S STORY : S
. . CLOSE QUARTERS'

126

his heart. Thank Heaven! the evidence of life
was there, and with that certainty my presence of
mind came back to me. I got out the flask I

erribly close. quarters, I

om.ﬂ.ﬂ.oﬁww ‘well, T think we had got off un-

v ,
ve heard of more than - one

: . . __ oor felloy
carried, drew the stopper,-and forcing his teeth . mho,,#.. %%MHS M\Wo bumm been completely scalped by a
apart, poured a measure that would have horrified =0 from the < WMMM, S paw, the skin being literally
a teetotaler down his throat. The spirit did its . by the sheer f; and brought down over the eyes
work. His eyelashes flickered, his breath came- - T oh gmHEMHmeow those terrible claws, - For
. R " O ) i : o ) s

stronger, and in another moment he gasped and -

opened his eyes. : K
“Hallo!” he muttered. “That you, Frank.

. g > .
‘What's to .Huwu\. now? You Hoow.mm queer as m_.,_ i A Pretty near thing s p 3 :
scared rabbit.” Then, as recollection came back, 0 Rlios cnres cens 2 eil said, after surveying
“ The bears,” he murmured, and tried to get to his: B dor ,Mwﬂnmmmm,wm In silence for a few Bogmsﬂmv
feet. . - - ST I One Knee as he spoke fo 1ife ot
assive. paw and note the len POke to lift the

“ Dead as door-nails, both of 'em,” said I hastily. "

“ Never mind them—let’s see to yourself, Where'
are you hurt ?” S
“ Nowhere,” he answered coolly. “ Nothing but.:

a scratch or two,” and he tried again to struggle up.,
But I held him down, incredulous.
“A scratch or two? All that blood didn’t come’
{from only that.”
“ No, but it's the bear’s blood; not mine,” said
Neil gravely. - Then. he got to his feet and stood:
looking down at the dead bears, somewhat dizzy
still with the -knock-down blow the brute had
given him, but otherwise unhurt, with the exception oAy : .
of a nasty scratch that had, scored his right arm- _ 5 with him, started off bacl to
from elbow to shoulder. Had he been wearing . _ .
anything thicker than a shirt, I scarcely think
he would have come in for even that amount
of damage, or that the claws would have done
much more than draw blood ; and considering the

7€ down on the
ed pounds, if she’s ap
W there would tury the

Lopof ‘me." Five hundr

3

unce; M._mﬂm_..._ﬁo old fello

g Come Om. ﬁH‘Hm Wo .
r. wmwﬁmﬁ.bmﬁb.m been a good dea] Bmsmm vw. a
S o. mm mwo..z~ n the. moﬁwmom but we dressed m_.HMi ..

. ssed his.

I
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132 A SETTLER'S STORY

He had his way eventually, any further attempt
at dissuasion either on Gargon's part or on mine
proving utterly useless. -For my own part, my
condition by the time we had got through the -
.skinning being not far removed from that of a -
butcher, I merely helped to get the oxen into the
barn-yard, not going near the house at all. Then
1 got Roanoke’ from.the pasture, and putting “him-
to the gallop, overtook my chum before he had:
ridden three miles on the way back to our lot. 3

.oosEo of weeks pretty steadily
Mu %ﬁo same old, or;.rather, in Awiumn I
i me better now call the new. old way,
Aiogh n Iy acquaintance with Berry Emﬁ.
He changed feelings with which I had by this

O regard one of its ?Bm,ﬁom. 7

knows that in a hundred ways I fols

Ice, that led me to h

- - , O 0

,w.mgow indifferent to me, Oom-

A. qwmpﬂwéw&m me now with what. it

ad been— g that afternoon in th ds,

- een ‘ € woods, fo
1D, w_”. .H ,vma CVery reason to hope. - Vet it vémM
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136 A SETTLER’S STORY

cither one way or the other, the evening m.ne‘mlqu

saw me ride back from Berry Flat in moody silence,
with things just as far on as ever. My rides were

solitary now ; for from the time that we had gone

to put in that spell of bush-felling—after that bout

with the bears, I mean—Neil had been obliged to

keep clear of all thatsort of thing, and for some weeks

he saw nothing of either Garcon or his daughter. -
On the first evening after the sport, I had gone
over to square up the rest of the work, and to ask
acceptance of the defunct bears, with the skins,
hams, grease, and all thereto appertaining, on .
behalf of the two of us; and that had been the
beginning. I had had to leave him at home then, .
and little wonder ; since he was scarcely up to:
either a thirty-mile ride or further bush-felling, ~
“with a splitting headache as a souvenir of the blow
from Madame’s paw, and his right arm badly
swollen_and about as stiff as a poker. On that -
occasion | had made the best excuse that suggested

itself ; and since the scratch showed itself slow in

healing, and neither he nor I wanted that tender- -
. hearted girl to know that either of us had come in -
for any damage at all, there had been nothing for-
it but to keep up the fiction. Had I only had an

idea of the misunderstanding to arise out of m&.
that! but I was never one to look far ahead or to

calculate chances too nicely, and animated only:
by .the desire to spare my sweetheart's feelings, .-
and to do as I would have been done by with respect. .
to my chum—knowing as I did that he, keenly, .
almost morbidly sensitive on such a point, would
not have thanked me to represent him as an

P

I

.- “HE THAT WILL NOT WHEN HE May’ 137,

o - over the misfortunes of
Poor.Graspard, nay, even while dressing the dog’s
wounds, .never “let on,” as Nei] would have

f had in any degree

Ppens  half so often in fiction as in fact
fles | .ﬁ@&.@mu\ are the very pegs upon éEoW.
,mm___wmum.m the history of individuals, of nations
atl 1s just where what one might call the ncmmma..
3 Comes in; for there is no denying that
Sp mw.w.ﬁ_m. generally, we could most of us Wmﬁ&m
Em things of life easily enough, if only these
rnmEs.So.ma these trifles, did not m&n on our blind:
ide msa aﬁo,ﬁ‘cm off our guard at the outset,

il knew nothing of aJj this, be it remembered,

-ondon magazines on the subject of Canadian
g prospects had met with some favour, we
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“ Louise and I were strolling side Jow.mEb in the moonlight.
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- “You' shut up, and don’t start croaking,” he
answered, with g laugh. Then his expression
changed- suddenly, his whole face softened, ‘and
_n@wmsw.‘ﬁowémau he held out a hand to e across
the table. “Tell me when you've got it all settled,
Frank, old fellow, and let me be the first to wish
you joy ! ” |
- Well; that unloosed my tongue, and from that
time on, that evening in particular, I'm afraid |
“played the part of the customary bore under
circumstances like those. Perhaps my father's
estimate of my capabilities in general had not

~been so far out, after al ; and certainly,

not in one
-connection alone has love been truly declared to
‘be blind. But I drew fresh hope from the good
fellow’s cheery words ; things seemed surely to be
,mommm the right way for me at last ; and the next
night, when old Garcon sat placidly smoking on
the stoop, and Louise and | were strolling side by
side'in the moonlight up and down the little strip
of pasture opposite the door, I plucked up heart of
«grace, and the question, that question which should
decide my happiness or misery, was tremblin
my very lips when o
- “Mis' Louise! Missy Louise!” and enter old
- Matty, panting, dishevelled, turban hanging in a
crazy fashion over one ear, and beare
‘message.

g on

r of an eager
“Massa done cal] you, honey.”

My father | ” exclaimed Louise, turning quickly.
- “Does he want me ?” .

“Him wake up sudden and call you, missy,”
epeated the old negress, positively pressing close
o.her yourg mistress’s side.
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being located either at the back or above, in the -
angle of the roof. The incomer was Neil, and his -
behaviour was odd, to say the least of it. He was -

: émsa_oa.,m.a round’ the room, from lighting that cigar
to loading his rifle, and he could not manage one

in his trousers and shirt; and at first I thought in this way I_dop’t k ) .
nothing more than that he had happened to be lest what 1 had held back %%% g mem
awake, and noticing the smell of smoke, had - moth swooped suddenly through the owwm Smsmosw

got up and come in to chat a bit. Nothing of the
kind. He did not take the slightest notice of me,
did not seem to be conscious of my presence.
-Without uttering a syllable he came forward, sat
down' in the chair opposite to mine, and taking .
the box of matches I had left on the window-ledge,
began to try to light a cigar, I sitting meanwhile
staring hard, expecting a word from him every .
moment.  Suddenly something strange in his _
appearance struck me, and .as he lifted his head’
and the moonlight caught his face, I saw that his
eyes were wide opén, with a queer, vacant expres-
sion in them. He was walking in his sleep. )
It was the first time I had known him to be.
given to that sort of thing: and the discovery.
startled me for an instant, for to me, somnambulism-
has always had something uncanny about it.”
However, the last thing in the world I'd have done:" sleep, somehow.”
would have been to wake him, naturally; and Isat - I thouoht it was worrvine S
there pulling at my pipe in silence, intending just’ “Seemed %op.sq. on all ﬁ.o.m éw u\om a bit, m.m& H |
to watch him quietly and see him safely back to. ogmsﬁ_,_mwgomp Hlmmmwme, Ms meé 7 o s
his room, speculating meanwhile on the possible . z.mw_n_a . éwwa. sid %os_nom Ww Mo S Mua I umwmcow
cause of his present behaviour. I came to the ",H.mmw&.%m question careless] ny m Mﬁmm.

right no.SoEmmos in about five minutes with respect mm_.%” anythine to him. but ﬂwmww LA Mﬁ want
to that—no one who watched his movements ﬁmm_ﬂ_momwomq Iked the moow of ﬂEsW 1o ao%uﬁbm
could have done otherwise. He tried about a isht of what I saw. £S, read by the

dozen things during those few minutes as he Last night—no! to day—all dav” he n. tfered
A . RS Y. LO- — ay,” ne.mutfere

and in ﬂaw course of itg wanderings round the
Hooﬁv‘mo.é &mbﬁ_ in his face. He woke at that, and
sat staring at me, rubbing his eyes. .

- “Hallo! old chap,” I said, leaning forward to
look at him.  “Didn’t know you were given to
the Sylyester Sound sort of business, - gww@n did
ou start it, eh ? 7 _

~He answered with a blank look, then stared
ound him at the room, |

“How on earth did I get here ?” :
“Exactly,” ] said,withalaugh ; and then I'told him.
‘Must have gone over after all, I suppose,” he .
m&@& wearily.  “I remember- sitting down by
he window in yonder,” nodding towards his room
and that's all. The truth is,” and he laughed mH
.ﬁﬁmn..mwwﬂowmnm&%, “that wretched scratch has
started botheting me again ; and I couldn’t get to .




. dw  Sungodw .m@moﬁﬁ 1240 wwmmﬂm se’ .AosE 0
- PEY 31 210599 ‘po[eey jreq £]uo wire STy w3 pooa

- 9W I9PUR “PIRY-J$oAreT Y3 UT oW Y34 opIs £q Iprs

U BumeS useq peY opp  sem I SI9Y1 puB—Uo

-0u0 e uonuaye 1oy Suissord powoas pey “SSUIYY

ofow pue roddey sy oqe ur oy Jog mcﬂma

b1 S¥1

oU3 jo 1m0 Aurey jreswny Sununos ‘uns Suryo1008
P[Tom Py oy pue s{ep mof jse[ asoyy U100’ 9}

J10®q [18) 03 Y3BUD13s 9419521 Uy JLIS 210w Suiumo
USW 350U Q4e SB JIsWIY Jo Supredsun se sem

U9zZOP e ‘pUBY UO JO] ® pey pey om ‘Quo Asnq
sem 1eof o owy oyl moqe oSuens Surgo
sem 219U3 ¢ ySnous ordwrs sem m.oﬁmamﬁuﬂo_. I

"YIEIP JO M4 IBOU Y3 PUB SSOUNDIS JO A)I[Es
wus oy Y 20'} 03 20®] ow Suriq 03 ‘opr
A19301dwron 305 Juasord 243 10y sem ‘soadse snoko

-2a0] pue diysymoos jo soerd Ul spuey
Awr uo o5 Surylowos pey  Lep 3xou
bue {dem jusropp e ur Joyjedolre no -

POYIOM PRY 510943 30 281100 2173 05 (TN

S | "JUOP SBM JOIUISIUT 23 pUR muHm,H.
007 sEM 31-Ing 93] 00} Apeole oq jou St 31
yeqs sy Lw ur Surderd pue ‘spy se momoswomsoo,.
..n.u,.sw swps: paredonue Bunaey jou ur 3ySisoioy )
30 JuRA UMO AUL S[IYMUBSW Surziyewoyjeue { puey
‘ Surreds ou Y3M-Jysnesp € papunodwod pue ‘9193
: _@ma oB‘hmeE 1949} 3sa8uorls oyl Ino joS T owny
owes oY} 3B puB QUi SwWO0S IO} 1SOYI-2UIDIPUW
- uﬁ 01 JuoM [ USYL IBY3 O3 PUORE @ﬁw awod I I
pue,; Apdword pres 1 Sur wmy pue oS nog,

. ULIR ST UMOP oYLy siBuy Aur @u@mﬁm pue
: bmﬁm_gm wiy je ﬁuusﬁm 1 pue ! Juides sea o JeUA
- mouy Alpreq oy 1 se ‘ATposnyuod Surmod spiom I3
.,_ma,,pEm Aryejun[oaur ue UM Ireyo siy ul yoeq Surd]

TOLD0T THL WOL INTM I MOH

HIX JAIIVHD

- ANOLS SMATIIIS V tr1




146 A SETTLER'S STORY - HOW I WENT FOR THE DOCTOR

was indhe storm and stress of middle life, and he
Ny Chaat}

Qoa w&@ me, had crossed to the other side; and
_ anm m%.ﬂmuméﬂmﬂﬁ. than lightning’s flash Bu» .Boms.om%.
‘¢mt back across the years to th de | ;
| ack actoss the year e golden days -of
Mwmﬂw_owm _omHMw‘ menwoo&“ when the thought of %EB
2 MO yet attended by the sharpest pain
10t ) harp ai
_.mnn.:wn_ﬂoﬁ that must go with me to M% E.Ww M&@
- I QMM not go to bed after leaving him, that night _.
-rather'morning.  In a couple of houre o e o
_ . I a couple of hours or so it
s%.ﬁm.vo.@m&gmmwu light enough at all events Mo
%_s,w Hopq getting about; and 1 knew ?.m@% well
what: .m%‘_vmwop.m me that day; unless, indeed, Egm

( ‘ ..U.O.EHQ_. . :
than T dared hope for. So 1 g s Hoctive

wanted by m.ﬁm and starts in a chaj

remonstrances with a good-humoured jest, and
although I had interfered to some purpose at last,
my interference had come too late. Things would
not have turned out like that with every fellow, of
course; with myself, for example. Both those’
bears might have exercised their claws on me to .
their hearts’ content, I honestly believe; and I-
could have worked for days on end afterwards, and -
come up smiling after it all, without being, as the
Jackdaw of Rheims has it, “one penny the worse.”
Not so Neil Colquhoun. It wasn’t the thing.
itself one had to fear with respect to him—it was~
the man. People talk about living from hand to
mouth; and that was what he seemed to do, in
another connection, every day of his life. I don’t.
know if I've made my meaning very clear; so [
may as well say that I never saw the thing put:
. better than in a line of a certain.poem, in which
.the words occur—“ 1 charge my soul to hold B%
‘body strengthened for-the sun.” Put spirit instead
of soul, in the sense of miettle, grit, “spunk,” he’
would have called it himself, and there you have
- my meaning with reference to him. I read that
poem—rfor the first time—one Sunday on the
stoop of our log-house, with Neil swinging half
asleep in a hammock within arm’s length of me,
waking at odd moments to deal death among th __
legions of mosquitoes besieging him; and, as I
looked at him lying there, and contrasted the sligh
physique with the force of the iron will that I
knew dwelt behind it, I told myself that the spirt
of the words was embodied before my eyes. I read:
it—for the-second time—years afterwards, when:

35 to what was to he done.
¢ ? _ ] |
%osﬁéoﬂ&y about me, old man,” he said wearily |
% :5@ %..08 a restless sleep at my entrance, ﬂ_ﬁu\w
$hall pull through all rioht _ ot az
2o 0 WOUgN all right, no danger. ' It’s pnot
M_M mwo-gmw mﬁmmm going to knock wn.m out, %oa UMM
L:we Colquhouns are a tough set and take .mw.
fremendous lot of Lilling” - Vet his eyes were
mmbbﬁmm mw_mﬂo 9@

bright with fever, and his han
very words had a significance of

uch; while the
their own.,
AS Ihad observed :
n sw. 8% qu d once, all that T had learned

1
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“outside fit to carry you and a doctor’s shop into the
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__,”___.ﬁ.Em Bow\mmmmv mbawﬁmgmao“mwmao.ﬁﬁsoﬁ going
toride-that brute.” ‘

o “All serene,” I responded cheerfully. “We'll
~ssoon square that. T'll tie you on if you can't back
“ him—only you're coming, that’s all.”

.- He began to see that he was fot going to be on

character altogether; and Barton being, as I say,
in no condition to discriminate, decliried both my
comhpany and the prospect of the ride to which I
invited him. Although this was the first time I
Lad ever had occasion to seek his help, I knew he
had a failing that way; and under the circumstances,
there were perhaps excuses for him. Hard lines for
dn edicated man to be condemned to a lonely
existence in an out-of-the-way settlement ifi the
baclwoods, compelled for the most part to associate :
with fellows with whom he had not a thought in
common; and it is nof every nature that m_mm%
strength enough in -tself to resist a temptation -
constantly in its way. However, I was not going
to be done by a trifle like that. I had come for.
that doctor, and I measit to kidnap and carry him-
off by main force, if need be. . That was the reason:
I had brought the Honourable, in case anything -
should have gone wrong with the old man’s sorrel’

the winning side this time.

- “How far is it ?” he croaked, beginning to ferice
abit. “Iforget” |

. “Forty miles west,” I told him. « Vo'l have
10 stay the night, of course. But that won’t
____E.mﬂom.. Put you up all right, you khow.” .
~Upon that, he-struck positively, vowing hé
_.qqo_&amuﬂ come. ' Then, for I was getting savage at
the loss' of precicus time, thinking of Neil away
yonder, with the sands of his life and strength
funning' out fast, I took to slanging Barton in

good earnest.
“Tell you what,” said I with candour, “you'rd
a-disgrace to the profession. You want kicking out
of itrand that's a fact. I backed out myself four
years-agobecause I didn’t suppose I'd make a good
enough. hand at the work, but I'm blessed if I
don’t'think I'd have turned -out more of a credit to
it than you are, after all—Man alive! Dop’t yotu
understand ?  It’s my chum, my friend! The man
Who's more to me than all the other fellows in tha
world lumped together—put him in one sids of the
scale and the rest in t'other .and he'd weigh down
the lot.  It’s life or death with him now, and d’you
uppose T'll stick at anything to serve him >

That finished him. He saw that the game was
up. . Besides, a man ‘must be pretty far gone when

“Road or no road ! ” I said in answesto the first B
objection he advanced. “You've got to come, and.
that’s all about it. Get the -things you want
together, and look sharp, please! I've a horse

bargain.” o

He -went to the window to reconnoitre at that,
and the sight of the Honourable scared him,
because, viewed by comparison with the undersized”
weedy mare hé owned, the big upstanding horse
must in stature and substance have seemed like a..
mammoth. - B
- “I can’t come,” he whiried feebly. “Broke an akle
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154 A SETTLER'S STORY

when she saw mie kneel to test the sharpness of the
blades on a racoor skin lying on thé floor.  But
when she next saw me stoop over him, the scissors
in my hand, she knew my purpose withotit a doubt
‘and broke into a remornstrating, moanidg cry.

“Lord sakes, Massa Frahk, you ain’t neber
gwine to do dat—to cut off his hair! Oh! de
good Lord hab mercy, is he so powerful bad ? Oh;,
Massa Neil, Massa Neil! Oh, my boy, my boy -

“Hold your tongue, you old idfot,” I retorted
roughly, all the more roughly bécause the sterfi
hecessity went home so keenly to myself. “Steady
now! Keep the light as I give it you—do you
hear? Give me ehiough to let' me seé what I'm
doing, but don’t let it glare in his eyes.”

Then, as tenderly as I could, I did the wotk;
cropping the thick brown hair as close as I could
get to the poor féllow’s hedd; and the old woman
‘stood without a word, just giving a sort of gasp
when the first cut dropped the dark mass from his
temples in a noiseless shower, leaving only a line
of white to mark where the sunburn had erided
beneath the shadow. Its rémoval made a striking
difference to him—far more thad it would have done
with most, and I looked at him remorsefully
when all was done, seeing the change .Emmo_%u.?.ﬂ.
Arnd the hardest bit about it was his lying 0
utterly unconscious and still. If he would
have resisted, havé opposed me ever 50 slightly,
should have. felt the doing of it less, I" think, have
felt at least less.like a heartless brute than I d
ther, as I kneit over him, ég@.ﬁ_wﬁ ‘mercile
shears did their work cropping round ears, temple

and neck until every shred was gone, and only the
towel-full of a soft brown mass remained for Liza to
arry.away and ruthlessly burn. I found the old
oman sobbing and moaning over it when I came
cka few minutes later, and—perhaps I was only
soft-hearted, sentimental fool but it is the simple
ruth—while she was getting the things Barton

nted, I took the. chance to-select one dark curl
rom. 1t mates  and slip it into my pocket-book
ow , __,.m,o,EW., back to help the old doctor in his

>

HOW-I WENT FOR THE DOCTOR 13§
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LIFE OR DEATH 15

expression of the old doctor’s face, read by the.
remembrance of my father’s, told me his opinion
even before he said a word. |
Then came the long ‘anxious day, with its wait-
ing, watching, hoping. Well for me that there
was work outside imperatively calling to be done,’
-and no one except myself to do it; stock to see to,
cows to milk, horses to dress and water; and all the

‘more than onece I laid a hand anxiously on him, to

 assure myself that he had not gone from me with-
out my WBoi&mﬂ I was fairly hard-bitten
.ma....ﬁ&ﬁ v.ﬁ the strain of the last three days and
nights must have told on me somewhat, for towards
morning I dropped unconsciously as I sat into a
sort of dog-sleep. A slight movement roused me;
. : L the . and on rubbing my eves o en I saw that Neil was
rest. I did it, thankful for the slight relief it " ‘awake, and gﬂ@.%o% Hooﬂmnq at me. mmm MWMMM
brought me, but with a heavy heart, and not daring “his old smile as our m_Hmnnnm mew .
to go more than a hundred yards from the honse, - _ﬂwnB_Huw“ﬁ put out his hand, and a single look told |
lest old Liza mroﬁa need me, or—a oﬁmﬁ.@o should - me that the light of reason was shining in his eyes.
come. And the sight of his mare was little short . “Scalped at last” he whispered, mow.w_o&% above
PR RN T . ) 2 - 4 B
of agony. It was about as much as I could stand ‘his breath, with a trace of his old. fun, indicating
when she came whinnying to the fence, expecting his shorn head by a gesture;. and there was that wm
her master’s voice and whistle ; and I knew thathe" the words and smile which uﬂomw.gﬁ. with my own
was lying yonder m.mrﬁmm._‘. for Em. life, and that with: gladness at wwnwmm him »HE.W far -his old self mﬁ.v._mms
every successive minute it was just \noH.How mb&. go 50 ?o.mwm&.u_ﬁm that I was unable to say much ammm
with ?B.H If be could WOE wwm own till .BM.HME,MW : only gripped his hand silently. He was wmwmnoﬁu\.
Barton w.ﬁ a&oﬂwﬁ Just mm o@om at Mo mig H\n pull tlear-headed, although it was evident that he did
| Hwﬂonmﬁu ana by suncown, when the sorre mare not fully comprehend the circumstances or his own
deposited vmw-,oénww at the mm\nn.u I fancied I .ooEa_. nom&m.dnu since he tried his best to, iﬁmwm_w_.._m
detect the faintest shadow of improvement. = He question or two.  But I would not stand amy talk.
had one thing on his side, at any rate—the whole- - ing, and after conveying to him in a sentence or so
some and regular life he had led since boy hood, - all that T judged necessar ordered him off t
and that was telling all in his favour now. The leep acain 2 d th m,u.w oot
o tiously encouraged my hope, declasinn. > FP- agamn, . and then finished out my watch,
old man cautiously encouraged my hope, decla; 0 thanking God and man more fervently in my heart
however, that the moming would bring the turning an I had ever done in my life WoonM u;ou\.@ﬁmwﬁ

point, and my night-watch caime on once more. Barton. ; .
But it was of a different natiire this time. The Parton, the doctor, by God’s help had steered

excitement had left him, and there was little'to do-
but keep the bandages on his head cool and the’
mosquitoes off, as he lay in a sleep so deep that X

if - mw,m“._@owo were not many men to whom I was
Fﬂ% to show myself more grateful than to him. [
fel www%oﬁsn@mn_.q to hayve found myself under -
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in what direction you might, the vast unknown .

- “enough to nod a hearty assent. "For I knew that .

that treasure must have been all‘but lost. After a

~ talk much gas. that time, when I-—you know ?”

LIFE OR DEATH 162
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morning hours were going on, and I had work
‘waiting for me over yonder, where twenty acres of
standing wavy corn kissed the meeting lips of the
pastures. So I whistled up the dogs to keep him.
company there on the stoop; and charging old
Liza to give an eye to her patient from time to-
time, left him there with 2 pile of English news-
papers and letters, just come in by the last mail,’
iﬁwms.,.mmm.%_ reach of -his hand, and strode off ‘to
break ‘the back of that day’s work, glad in the

the pale gold of the stubble W,m.b& beyond all, look .

distances of the great watching woods, the dark ;
masses of their greenery just beginning to answer .
to the first touch of the hand of autumn. We were in -
an oasis of a-desert of greenness. meoﬂ is the
sense of human and individual mﬁmwmﬁm_o,munno
brought home to one as it is under such oosu%ﬁo.smﬂ
in the very face and presence of Nature’s over-:
whelming magnificence; and I think each of us,
had a fair guess at the other’s thoughts, as: we.
gazed in silence at the glorious view m\namﬁo?um_,
‘away before us. - B
mgﬂn .WHgo,mﬁ worth it, this,” Neil said, g.mmww.gm ”%ﬁ._..._
silence at last ; and although I had the oob_mﬁ.;nﬁou.ﬂ.
of a rhinoceros and had never known a day’s Eﬁomm_
in my life, I could enter into his feelings wel

sweet free breath of Nature were his to enjoy once
more, _W.H.Hoénd_\mﬂ the results of that experiment
ere far from satisfactory.. Tt threyw him back at
cast another week; and Barton, on his- next visit,
bused us in no measured terms as the biggest
race of young fools i Parker County: the one for
aking the fancy into his head and the other for
ermitting and cncouraging the carrying of it out.
o things ‘went on until the climax camer _
One morning I had been obliged to go over to -
Corners to see after some stores. I had been.
the saddle by daybreak; 'and on getting back a
] neigh greeted the clatter of Roanoke’s hoofs
T rode up the ridge, resulting presently in the
ppearance of the sorrel “mare, hitched up to the
ate. I left’ the bay in her company, beyond
nwmnm_h,&mﬂmsgu and went in to find, as I had
pected, the old doctor with- his patient. _

“ None: of my business, anyhow,” the latter was-
ying ‘with a laugh as I came into his room.
ou.can tell them that as far as I'm concerned

in’order to appreciate a treasure at its right value

minute’s silence he spoke .mmmwnv.gmamm his w.nm@
and glancing up at me as he lay. “I say, did 1

“Pretty fair,” nodded I, bending down ﬁo. give:
bim a light for the single weed permitted to him as
yet. “ Bless your heart, we all do when Mmow Fever
gets the whip hand of us: there’s nothing in mammﬁ._
You had bears on the brain, and went a-hunting in
your dreams, like the dogs, that was all.” .

He looked at me again, his eyes—he had the
finest eyes I'ever saw in a man—scanning my mwo,o__
somewhat wistfully, as if, I thought afterwards, he
had been about to ask something more. But the
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166 A SETTLER’S mao@

Neil smiled. “Nothing for it but to moWboi@&mm. ,.

» .

the powers that be, you see—and knock under,
he said as he held out his hand.
Doctor.
know, more than I can ever hope to return.
my life to you two fellows, that’s certain;

and I don’t forget.”

And he sighed a little wearily as he Eaﬁm...&...._,
Poor fellow, he was wonderfully patient, had been
so all through; but he felt his weakness and w&@s...

lessness @amﬁ% keenly at times.

“ Nonsense ! ” responded Barton, almost roughly; -
but I saw him pause for a moment with an odd:
look on his face before he took the hand, gently, -
No wonder. .
That hand didn’t look muck like the fist of a

as one touches a baby’s fingers.

fellow who had been roughing it in the backwoods
for the last four years; it was so thin and delicate,
for all the surface sunburn. Truly, its oébmn.usm&
been at terribly close grips with death. S

“ Had a near shave,” the old doctor said gravely
enough as he and I went down towards the horse
a few moments later, nodding back towards the
house as he spoke. “ But he’ll do now, and all the
change will be in the right direction. Thought

him in for something even worse at first, on my

word,” he added candidly, and although he vouch-
safed nothing further in the way of enlightenment,
I had a tolerably shrewd guess at his meaning. -

I had too much on Wmmm that morning to rmﬁ _
so after riding mHosmmam._ar@

any time to spare;

“ Good-bye, -
I've an awful -lot to thank you for, I -
I owe:,
and -
although that may be precious little good to more
than one or two, besides myself, it’'s all Sze got—

: II
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__,Umqmu\ for a quarter of a mile or so I @c:mm up and
~ bade its. driver good-day. I remember how fair
- the outside world looked to me that morning ; I
remember too, how,-as I bent down to take Hmmﬁw
. of the old doctor, my heart was leaping like a
grasshopper at the thought that now—at last, I
could go over with a cléear mind to Berry Flat,
~explain everything, set myself right in Louise’ mA_
_eyes, ay, and UH.EQ about the sweet consummation
of all my wowmm delayed so long. For Barton was.
such a canny, cautious sort of a fellow ; and the
fear of in any way committing ?Bmo:, was. S0
strong- in’ him, that I knew he would never have
expressed his opinion with such confidence had not
things. been pretty safe as regarded the well- being
f my dear old chum. However, I had rmﬁ.%w.
got half-a-dozen horse-lengths ‘off before I heard
myself called by name, and on glancing back, saw
that Barton had come to a halt and was looking
after me. Thinking that he had overlooked some
&n& directions with wmmwm@ to Neil, I had
Roanoke’s head round in a twinkling, and half-
a-dozen vozﬁam put him once more alongside the
sorrel mare. Her owner glanced up at me half-
i istfully, half- reluctantly, as I sat there on horse- -
back above him. One might have taken it that
e wma moBmmJSo. on his mind he didn’t care to
oice. _
“Been over at @mﬂm.o.svm .msmxn lately, eh?” he
egan . carelessly, staring up into the hemlocks
above with an appearance Om such deep interest
at I too sent my eyes aloft; wondering what he
spied sm there. But nothing was SmHEm beyond

It
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. say in good part, and . . . just you go 9\“9} to
Berry Flat as soon as you know how, that's all.
Don’t you let that sneaking cur of a half-breed get
ahead of you and carry off the best and wmmﬂﬁmm\n
girl we have round here. Maybe it’s oud\.m bit of -
gossip, and it won’t do to take any notice; but
I've been told that some of those fellows at the .
Corners have been laying long odds on the -
Canadian’s chances of cutting out all the rest mn@...
.mb%sm himself the old man’s m.Ob-muiHmé. before.
the winter. Steady!” and he backed his mare -
nervously. ¢ Anything gone wrong with _your .
horse?” , : _
“Nothing!” I .answered between my teeth.:

Roanocke had jumped, it was true ; but that, pcor
brute, had simply been because I had mbm.m?mﬂobﬁ% ,
stuck the spurs into him; and Barton jerked mpo@
reins and started the sorrel off at a pace to which
she was little accustomed, as’ if, having Qmmqmﬂmﬁ.
his soul, he felt thankful to get’away. .
So that was how things were going, was it, I
_thought to myself as I swung the bay round and
" dashed back at a gallop, taking/a short cut throug
- .the woods to reach the harvest-field, and HmoEommF._
. _,nHmwimm mudholes, lumber, and w:‘.mpmn_ came. in
my way. A kindly-designed warning, B@mmw to:
convey to me an intimation of there v.ﬁnm_ an.
intending poacher on my preserves. Not that:
‘they were preserves of mine precisely, as %wn.v émnmw”
luck ; although they should have been by ﬁ?w.ﬂB@._.
but for my own idiotic shilly-shallying and the inter .
vention of cruel fate. And now, this was the sort
of turn that fortune was serving me. In one sense
I had-nothing with which to reproach myself: th

apparent lukewarmness and negligence had been,
‘Heaven knows, through no fault of mine. Of
course, mm_ﬂmsm aside any other reason, it had been
.an.uncommonly busy time. Everything had got
“behindhand ; and with Nejl crippled for the time
being and come back from death’s door with less
strength in him than a child, apart altogether from
‘the constant attention he wanted from- me, it had
‘been no -easy task to get through the work of two.
single-handed ; and a lot had come on me during
those two weeks. Duty had seemed to lie for me.
chiefly - in' that feld of waving corn; and I had
worked there late and early, from dawn until long
after moonrise, honestly believing that she would
think none the worse of me for that, and at al]
events blindly, foolishly taking it that she would
understand, or, failing that, at any rate trust me
until- I could explain. She was like the rest, I
reflected bitterly, as I turned Roanoke loose info
the-neighbouring pasture, hung saddle and bridle
on the rails, rolled up my shirt-sleeves and got to
rork ; one of those women to whom a man’s duty
is nothing compared with the gratification of her
own demands, the satisfaction of having him
ngling round her all day, né matter who or what
esides goes to the wall. She was that; and 1, in
my own mind, had been raising her to the higher
and far rarer class of those who call out the very
best' that is in a fellow by holding up a high
ndard ‘before him, and win easily for themselves
‘the first place, by their very willingness to take the
econd 'if ‘need be. I.laughed bitterly to myself
as the contrast between the ideal and the actual
struck. me, while I worked on with long steady
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"To begin with, thé old doctor had been right

- spending the evening at the Flat just about as well’

" .than mere acquaintanceship, still I could - hav

wz HE WILL HE SHALL HAVE NAY’ 173

had wowg moH. her whether she would or not, and
it was ‘a page that I was quick enough to read.
Shetrusted me, that was clear, she had put no
wrong construction upon. my unexplained absence,
afterall; and I, abusing and despising myself for
having on" my side proved deficient in confidence,
ﬁ:Em@ allowed that relief to find its echo .Snw
me; and after that one unconscious avowal from
Louise’s sweet eyes, found my me?s@mm again,
’ho. was memmﬂuoﬁ that I'should waste on EE S0
much as a thought, once having seen and interpreted
as:1' had done my darling’s glance ? And although
once. or twice, when Wmsxnowm words came to my -
aoBaBg.mﬂnm I -was conscious of an ardent and
almost: o<Q..Bmm\8wSm desire to horsewhip the
ellow, wﬂz I had, to my sorrow, no decent excuse
or'doing it. I could scarcely lay violent hands
upon . EB merely because he chose to spend his
vening' . where I did; and he, for his part, showed -
imself exceedingly wary, and steered his conduct
0.2 nicety to avoid collision with me. Each might
wmoé gm oﬁaﬁ. to be a H.E& but there was

CHAPTER XV
némmz HE WILL HE SHALL H.,HkPawm“ NAY

2

O I went to Berry &lat, after all, that.
night. And whether my visit resulted
in unmingled satisfaction for me, or
the reverse, will be seen presently,.

to-a certain extent: Chassepét seemed to like.

as 1 did; and although his presence did not
necessarily imply—out there—anything furthe

dispensed with it easily, without being conscious o
any sense of loss. But it was in search of on

person only that my eyes went the moment I ;
entered, and the sudden flash of unmistakable 0. sun S%mmx, to 5@ full in the light of Louise’s
unconscious, joyful welcome, tinged with an eviden _ yes: -But ‘my satisfaction was short-lived. For,
and visible relief, sent my heart sky-high with.a fte that -one - unconscious admission, I _unomBm
single bound, and, in spite of the unwelcom _ |

presence of my would-be rival, cured me at once
and completely of my incipient jealousy. Probably
nay, almost certainly, to judge by. the sequel, sh
had not intended me to see all that; but her face

174, ,

2

nithe vwmﬁbm of m.qms.mos s daughter towards
he kept me at arm’s length most decidedly,

long-time, 3\ as H BHWEH I could not get
vith wﬁ. :
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shining in her dark lustrous eyes, knew that I
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you see, mademoiselle, and I would not trust the
oE..aanmmm In an emergency. It was only to-da
.@mﬁ I felt easy in leaving him.” I did not tell me
Qmﬂ he had been so nearly gone. Why should I?
If love.is worth anything, it will surcly do its
utmost E.mwmﬂm its object pain. That was the line -
upon:which T had gone:; and a nice hash' I had
, ade of things all round by following #_c_ﬁ “too:
L\_wﬂ least, that ‘was the conclusion at iﬁmow H
ltimately arrived that night. |
: There was a moment’s silence, and only that
silence spoke.  Louise’s face was averted from me

but I could see her lips quivering in the dim light

“There is no need to offer any apology to me,
none whatever,” she rejoined quietly, calling her
pride to her aid, and putting a slight, possibly”
unconscious emphasis on the pronoun. “My -
father and 1 are simple people, we know little of -
what you call society in England, and it is not ™
strange that you should find the Flat dull. Besides,”
she added, in time to check an indignant and.
emphatic denial on my part, “ you were in all pro-
bability better employed.” o

“1 was—that is—no—I mean,” I explained,
floundering desperately now, “ I was employed in a-
way that would have met with your entire approval,
had you known it.” Then, for I owed it to her, I
went on briefly to explain everything, and the true
cause of my absence. She let me tell her all ; and
I, as I saw her whole face soften, and the sympathy.

ﬂmmnagf.,mﬁnq I was free to take her hands in
mine, to lift my dropped love-story " at the ve
oint at which it had been flung down so mvﬁ%ﬁ@
ust three weeks ago, to pour forth into her ears mwm
mﬁmnu\néoam held back so'long. But she repelled
¢, and. that with words I had Iittle thought ever

had estimated her rightly with respect to that, and
loved her more passionately than ever. DBut, alas
for the futility of my hopes and expectations.
« But this is surely strange,” she said at the end;
'with some wonder. “I have seen you several times
since you shot the bears, and you mentioned
nothing of this, not a word. "~ I did not even know
that either of you had been hurt at all.” ’
“ Because 1 concealed it from you,” I answered
bluntly.. “Blame me .if you will. It was" well
meant, and that is the only excuse I have to
offer” _ <
She stood for a moment thinking. * And:.you
have been nursing him all that'time?” R
I nodded. “He needed it. He was pretty bad;

m.._.OF It 1s not that 1 ”. she broke out with 2 sudden
ntensity, as if stung by a recollection forcine itself
pon her,’or in answer to some train of Hmmwnmoa
of her own; and I saw her little hands trembline
as they grasped the railing in.front of her, with wwum

mﬁmn_ of strong feeling.  “ That was well and kindly
meant, and I could understand, could appreciate

od thank you for the motive——if—if only I could
Hw,.wos_.?o_&g let me believe it true.”
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‘at the gallop, in a white heat of rage. - The bay did

him feel the spur, for it seems to me a coward’s-

EEE O

‘more. Oh, how hard I have been, how cruel, how
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before disappearing indoors; and I, after standing
for 2 moment staring blankly after her retreating -
figure, went with one stride off the stoop, unhitched

Roanoke, threw myself on his back, and started off

- But I knew nothing of that ; and I rode home
_nwm.o.zmw, the darkness in a tumult of passion
cursing the luck that had brought me into such ...M
._w_o.H.o_m -and vowing, as many another man has vowed
n-a position like mine, that all the women in
,_.ﬁv.o _,SO.HE, were not worthy to count beside the
_Hﬁm.aa of years. All of which, of course, mﬁwon&u
I _@m&ﬁ.&s to myself that I would think no Boww
m._v‘oﬁ_ﬁmﬁ«oiu\, meant that I thought in reality
a .w_..unmam@ times the more. Bakers OOH.HHQ..m__
meﬁ was the last straw, I said to myself Eﬁ@m%
,mk_ﬁ.@men@ and down. in the moonlight Qﬁmam
wa silent house, and pausing now and again to
grind my heel into the ground in fruitless anger at
the: thought of how that bit of slander had told
bome.  Of course I had been over there, often
nuoumﬁfm __._u.oH. the good and sufficient reason that
the necessaries for which I had written down to
Omﬂwop.%@ nearest town im' communication with
ﬂn,wﬁwwﬁ..énwo invariably left” until called for
at _ﬁvn_ﬂ.ﬁ.ﬁ&mon at the Corners ; besides that, the
Very wine:-on which my sick chum had depended
s0. largely- during his convalescence had been’
obtainable nowhere nearer than at the tavern there.
That was to tell-against me too, it seemed. Well
there was little wonder at that, or that she should
think the worst of me either, as things were.
m,.oH._, H.wmw_wm_m Corners, the nucleus, so to speak, of
our Civilization, did not boast the sort of mo&wﬁ%_
ﬁwmﬁ__.;éosﬁ be likely to say much for a man’s
redit should he be known to frequent it overmuch
um 1, vam showing up there pretty often, as I mmu»“
m_@_mmwg; good care to Womw ‘B% true business

not find his best pace any -too fast for me that:
night. I rode the first few miles almost at racing -
speed ;' and it was not until we had covered a good
third of the distance that a dawning consideration '
for his wind prompted me to draw bridle at last’
and moderate the pace. I don’t mean that I madg .
trick to take it out of one’s horse the way I've'
known some fellows do; but the only relief to me.
that night lay in swift motion, and you would have
taken it that the good beast knew as much, and
put his strength and speed generously at his rider'’s
service, to give him that of which he stood in need.-

If T could only have known, if I could only have
seen her an hour later—when a chance word of her
father’s, to whom a couple of sentences from me -
had been enough to explain everything—had put:
her in full possession of the truth, sobbing alone in:’
the little room in the angle of the roof ! i

“And it is true, quite true, my -father says so—
he has never deceived me in any way. It was only
for my sake, lest I should feel vexed for him, that
he did not tell me of his own anxiety, and kept
away. And now I have driven him from me with
hard and cruel words, and he will never know that
I understand now—he will never come back any.

harsh, and-—and now, it is too late!”
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have ridden that road willingly, at mw% WOE. of the
day or night.

We Wma had the first frosts, and thé woods through ..

which I rode were glorious to look at. A stranger:

seeing them for the first timé might very
pardonably have taken them to be on fire, with the -
blaze of the orange glow mcbq back from birch.
and elm, oak and émwb:ﬁ mmmgsm along the line
of forest, and the burning crimson glory of the
Bm@ﬁ flaming through it all. The woods at-home,~
with the splendour of the autumn upon them, are’’
glorious in their beauty ; 1 grant that willingly,
‘but one has to lay on the colours more thickly, to
paint the ?QE.@ with a brush charged with tints -
ten times more vivid, to make a pretence at doing .
bare justice to the glories of the woods in a’
- Canadian fall. Anartist—I meana true artist, not
a self-conceited colour-mixer—would have been .
driven wild with the consciousness of passionate
longing—and the conviction of useless HBwo\nmmn__ol.” :
to represent; a poet struck into silence at the:
&mg of the glorious vista of gold, olive, and deep:
shadowy green, of orange, copper, and vivid, burning "
fiery red, through which I rode that day, an intoxicat-.
ing wealth of beauty of colour flung with a bounteous,
hand on leaf and twig and tree. And yet—and yet—
shall I admit it? I was thinking more of one pair.

of soft sweet eyes that had once smiled on me ‘so

kindly ; of the clustering dark hair of a single

woman—of one only, than of all the ravishing

o
lixuriance of nature lying round me. And thatis’

just human nature, and has been and ever SE&@...
to the very end of the chapter, the way of the world."
1 came in sight.of the Flat at last, and ,H |

= ﬂémmz HE WILL HE SHALL mbﬂw NAY’ 185

.._.__H.aBoB_uon thinking, as I rode with a slackened
-, reiniup the track that had by this time grown so

familiar, of the first day I had come there in the
early spring. Had I made much progress since

then? I scarcely thought so, at least if I had it
: wma run back again; and the reflection was one
apmﬁ scarcely \ﬁmbamm to cheer me.

" T -had just hitched Roanoke up in the stable as

”H zmsm:% did, and was shutting the dogr om him,

preparatory to going in search of Garcon, turning

things over in my BE& the while, when a sound

came to my ears that drove everything else for

-the ‘moment clean out of my head. The sound
. was a woman’s -scream of terror, and that was
. enough of itself naturally to send me like a shot
* in the direction whence it came. But that was
‘not all. “The scream was Louise’s.

I.was across that barn-yard and into the HEEQ

_.HooB 5 about less than hzalf a second. And g&mﬁ
I saw Qpﬁd was a sight that sent the bloed from

my wmmﬁ ‘to rush wildly to my head, and thence

to surge E a flood of wild mad passion zﬁoamr .
‘every vein.” Louise, my Louise, she whom I al-
‘ready regarded as mine—for I had made my mind

up dead certain that, come what might, I would

win her one day—strug mHEo, as best she might
‘against my. rival Chassepét; while the scoundrel,
Em evil u\o:oé tinted features writhen into a would-
‘be grin ‘of reassurance, was doing his best to win

from her the kiss. of which mwo was trying to _umc:r
: H..SHHH.

+ Sher émm striving to Woo@ him at arm’s- memﬁr

mmﬁﬂbq him off gg both her slender hands, turn-

ing Wﬁ. face from him, stru mrbm as best she



=

i
¢
!
B
i

T ATt £ SN

L

.

CuopEesSqo 10 spminers jo osuss Aue Aq wozoa_
-Weun Quole J[9sAW I10J 9A0] S9Smo] @uu\ﬁgp_,_.w

@40 3sau0y s Jo 19y (193 03 Swiuresd sem ey

oYy} Suowe s ' jo Joynnyg oy 4q paping -

.°US J[IyM ‘USY], “IoP[mOys 93 3B PIJEDO[SIP Uoaq
‘Peq Loy g1 se soucsud [nypnesq sig woi Aeme (o]
SwLIe STy pue ‘dsers Lwrur pyryo » oy sem aY Inq
ode snowrous swos oY1l Sulyznow pue Surejjeyo
‘o8e1 popgeq jo vomsserdxo sy s [nIIes) ‘Qurw
....8 dn soe] sy powmy oHlH ‘ofe sfep omi “yunw
_.-nHEu PoY23a1M B 92BYS S5OP MO JO SUO UIdS Pey |
SB WIY JOOus pue ‘Te[[oo oy} Aq wry 308 ‘uoT3o2IP
SIY Ul SOpINS oM osouy ¥oo3 3snf ,\mﬂowxo
.‘u‘o@ommmﬁﬂu UOUA] 03 PauIout 373§ | Jey3 JoN ﬁvﬁmm‘ﬂ
FBY} UMO ] [UDY} SW OIS UOHBIDPISUOD yons
SON U JO UBUY IOUIEI S[IASP JO JONPUOD 273
- 0} paSuopaq jeyy AyreInaq Supsixo U JO 9WIOOINO
_ﬁqm SoUdpIAZ JYT S 9sapy Ino soe(d Sume; se
; JO pESI pue preoy pey | sorpasern [yse sy3 ucdn
.| 3[007 03 Paulpul Besq pey ] ‘mou [puf) - "SuOp
LSt uu@SE By} ‘YInsl 1oqos pue Smﬁ Suryeads
© wre ] pue 9emq SYI[ SJUSWIOW Je S 3] °SOPLIS JO
- 9[dnoo-e- Jnoqe Uy Wiy PaYoBal pRY PUE PlOYSIIYY
osu IS0, seM T 30J ‘or0w Aue jno 193 3upIp oK
o : Teq3 3[mef
. umo .Bo% ”,A.mw, 1 ¢ a9 vus Oney no& PInoM ey
. IeoMS .H..aouo,ﬂbsmm ® ‘LU0 SUQ "SI 3] 9A0P OB
SIS ' JeUM INg [YH, I99] ® UM PIRIQ-I[eq 03
- ﬁowqo&mmﬁ «?ped v ‘nok Supaol jo 3ySu oy7,,
_ : . «{9W yono3 03 nok aaey E‘oﬂ TR M
jJnoisuow ‘08 ow 397, “uoneredssp jo 9S5einod oy
S ‘W uo pourng ays uey, -AiSuresdde [313 2143
wo:u «f so,\m Q1B IDYM | AJJRIY | IOUTE] | IOUIRL,,
L "JOOD 93 0} JUSWOW AIdA JBI e
aw Emso.ﬁ jo1 Te}s A3on] AW pey ‘pojuesm 91 SSIY
,_..oﬁ PEY 9ABY p[nom Y ‘Op pinod ays [re 1o.onds
- ul pue ésmy jsurede YISuIIs JIOY Sem [resT JEUM
.ﬁo g swe Hﬁ.@?o& STy jo dud oy ur Ew:n.

‘Leme pouin} j Os JO SInun e Jve pue ooawmo&a
Lw Jo snopsuooun Ajiepn oys pue .8& bQES@B_
21973 Suipuels °q 01 JOLI} UBAW e I9Ujel Sem
3 Jey) SW 0 SWIED UOI0U o) ‘Ionamoy cﬂwqwm&nﬂ

‘soprseg gSI1] 78y} UI 31 995 3UPIP I 3nq ‘uoys 3suf
yns Aw Surdin Jof Uoseal RUCHIPPR Ue Pawa9s sArY
E.o:u SDULLINOO0 232] I3 SMO][} SWOS I sder.
~19d  OBq W P[OY UOHDIAUGD JBY) pue uoo.ﬁ__o_
9JEO DINOM 9US WOUM P[IOM SU3 UI JSB] OYI 3G O
Aoy sem ] pessed jsnf pey uwﬁs 1937 JRU} oW
uodn mmo.ﬂm SBM SSOUSIOIOSUOD- 9y} 194 uowom
INOqE O[3 MeUY [ -pUBR ‘USW ISOW UBYR mmm:oo.«_
19Uy L8 POYLS JOU SBM | ‘uony sey wodn Jresdur
90} JOU P[NOD ] 9¥eS SQWeYs A¥oA I0] 3oL “puE,

Aw :Aem sipy jsnl sem 3] - opp AW ur suop a9
PEY ] UBY} JOY WO} Aeme .8%.8.% 1o ‘spred may
® JO 20UBISIP 9y 3B LU0 HH.ozoﬁHm ‘21973 ssysnq.
oY} Suowe pools | Se [ Pue ‘oY reou ooussaid
AW Jo SNOOSUOD UIAD JOU SEM ‘DU 995 10U PIP ogw_ ,”
A[ronq Suiqqos ‘spuey. 1oy ul poumqg o0®y a2
9y punoy ] 219y} pue Yojed uepres oy ur SIo
Jo “Esma 9JLmoAe] € 0} Aem Aw oprw “mmﬂmsa..

9SO 191’ 995 O] JUSM ‘03 PIJMRID O 2I9YM
IO WIY Jo QWeIaq JRUM 995 03 sunrem NOYIM pur:
‘Wo0I 9y} SSOIO' IRy WY Pyl 3Ryl yory Sured.
& WIY 3[eap ] Jey3} 1)y opis AW 03 ssopromod.
poddorp wre Lw pue dsers Lw Ul 930Jq 9[puey .
9U} [3Un ]2IpUnods 9yj ssoloe 31 prej pue ‘Suipjoy
A[snopsuooun swig sy j[e U92q pey ] jey mEB“
U1 PI[QUOP [ ‘Woor oyl w0y ALrey ' 93] wogmwc ;

681 ,AVN FAVH TIVHS FH TIIM TH zmmgu ANOLS SHTTILIAS V 881



YIS

pimrmiEn 4

s5m=s

e

‘having been able to be in some way of*use to her.

‘gallop till we had covered a couple of miles or so. .
Then a recollection came to me; BmWSq me fetch

o

3 ..

190 A SETTLER’S STORY

got to the stable, led out Roanoke, and rode off.
Had I not heard old Matty singing to herself in
a cracked treble as' I passed the house-door, wild
horses should not have drawn me away until "I
had known some protector was at hand to take
my place. Gaspard had trotted up too during the
interval, to bask in the sun beneath the stoop;
and I knew a single word from his mistress would
be enough to send him at the throat of anything
or any one, brute or human, so I felt mmsmmm& on
that score for the present. _

Well, fate had put an additional bar to the gate
of Paradise, by way of silencing me for the time
being, so it seemed to me; yet, hard though it -
might be to reflect on gmﬂ side of the subject, T
could not do less than rejoice, as I rode home, at

CHAPTER XVI

- TO THE TOUCH

PP LD Matty opened the door to me this
Y time, and I could not help thinking,
G @ as she drew back the wooden latch an m
x %ﬁu\ﬁ%@ saw me standing outside, that a sudden
Cswift mHEmﬁQ. expression crossed her face at the
~ sight of me. It vanished in a moment, however,
_,_.meﬁbw me to wonder whether my fancy had not
“been o ‘blame; and the dusky visage wreathed
-itself in s éomﬁmm smiles as the old woman told
‘me-that H,\Hmmmm Blaise was down the pasture. For
-amoment I had it at my tongue’s end to give her
warning with regard to what had taken place
_mz ‘hour wmnw vsﬁ just in time I remembered it
was hardly my place, to do that; and I strode off
mmwnma in -the direction B%omﬁm& to find the old
man, i .,&Exn sleeves and broad-brimmed straw hat,
_moﬁmﬁmq about with an axe and mallet, making a
‘pretence of mending a fence. I took the Bm:mﬁ
from his hand and drove in the stakes for him,
m:.msoﬁaq as I.did so the price of the yoke of oxen
L _ 191

Thinking thus, with my heart all the time filled
with a savage resentment at the mere recollection .
of what had just occurred, I let the bay take what |
pace he pleased, and carry me on at an easy hand-

up pretty smartly. The oxen! "It was the first -
time that the thought of the blessed brutes Awma_
entered my head. o

“Pretty man of business %om re turning omdz I
said to myself sarcastically, swinging Womsow_ﬂ
round in his tracks. “About as smart as they

H

make ’em, my lad, and no mistake. Nice ‘hash
you're making of things all, round this morning,
don’t you think?” And nmgmm myself by every
complimentary epithet I could lay my tongue “to,:

I started to ride the two or three miles back again
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' the room within.

'TO THE TOUCH 195

104 A SETTLER’S STORY

to learn the truth then and there from Louise’s of-that intention, I strode off fo the stable where I
own dear lips. Yet, look for her as I might, high left Roanoke, chewing the cud of my hitter
and low, up and down, in every nook of the garden ections. Pea-time for me was over—in other
or orchard, in every one of her favourite and words, no chance remained : and that was where
accustomed haunts, I was unable to find her. 1y-shilly-shallying at the oytset had landed me, -

+ 8ot near the stable, I heard a sound that
ne guicken my steps somewhat, and, when I
-if, ‘peer round the door in place of enter-
off. For the stable was not empty. Of
new it was not, inr one sense, but I don’
D that; and for a moment or two I stood
tranced; spell-bound, looking on at the prettiest -
had seen in all my life. o
fe: was here, my.love, my darling, my queen,
tanding:-close up against the horse, one round
hite arm ‘thrown over the shining neck, her fore.
£ad pressed against the mHOWMM mane that crowned
move. e . ts farc vhile the noble “beast, whinnying and
“Not have done see her, Massa Frank” wing his.delight, had ‘curved round his fine clean.

“Do you know where I should be likely to fin head:in ‘ordér to sauggle his nose down into
aﬂ.wﬁmwmﬁa.ngmoﬂﬁnﬁmmo owmnwms@

her, then2” I asked, leaning one hand against th !
door cheek, and sending my glance yistfully roun hat T was reluctant fo move and spoil it ;
tood “there in silence, looking on, my heart

yes,” while she, &l unconscious of my
& Went on caressing and fondling the good

During the progress of my search I passed the
house-door twice; and it struck me that old Matty, -
at work in her sanctum within, was watching me
with something akin to malice in the expression
of her big rolling eyes, but she vouchsafed no
word. To appeal to her was ‘the Jast thing I was
willing to do ; but she was the only one who could
help me, and up I went to the door at last. One
way or the other, I meant to know my fate...

* Is Miss Lonise in the house, do you know 2

The old negress, seated at the table éngaged i

paring apples, looked up at me without offering to

¥ S’pose shein her room, sah.? & .

The answer came doggedly, and I asked nothjng ‘
further. That was it, then; and I furned awa e Upon him a hundred endearing
from the door, heavy-hearted, the new-born ho : : t.there was one little sentence that she
that had so lately lifted me to a level with “th : prmuring over and over, and for the life
- mld not make it out, at first, Either I.
taken, or my hearing at fault, for the
L minute or so conveyed nothing intelli- -
e-:Then the meaning suddenly flashed
She was saying to the dumb horse what

earthwards. She was purposely keeping out of 1
way: and in view of that consideration, the he:
thing I could do would he to take myself off an
clear the place of my unwelcome presence. Fu
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'in my love in the world-old way.

- a pace, and QWSQ the small usmmam into my own, *

,mwowg to your father, and. now I speak to you.

o . TO THE TOUCH 199
198 A SETTLER’S STORY c - . ,
“for' a long time we paid no heed to him, utterly
.engrossed the one with the other. There were so
Bmﬁ% ‘things to say, so mdny to expldin ; so much,
-dnd yet so little, to forgive ; so great occasion for
__mornwm?omoﬁ so little Hommou, to EmBm the other; so
many. mmmmﬁoa to be asked, so many answers to
‘be given—a time of smiles and tears, of quick-
‘coming’ joy and swiftly-vanishing pain, with the
‘rainbow light of youth and love and hope shining
ﬁwaoco._u it all.

.Pwﬂ Low the golden houts sped by that day,
00 - mﬁmﬂ% for our new-born Hhappiitess. All
:too soon came the time for parting, when I
‘bade my darling farewell beneath the white moon-
Hqﬁ and ,qu.noQ myself away. Down the slope
-up which I had ridden ini such despotideticy that
morning, thiough the dreary streteh of cedar swamp
‘and the long reach of forest, across the open
.clearing; and uip the fidge down which Roatioke had
carried me d few houts-ago so heavy of hedrt.
Then the gloom within wm& tiirned the buiring
,_moE and crimson of the woods to sohible grey,
and riow the intensity of happiness that had taken
s place robbed the night.of its shadow, changing
wa gloomy dusk of gm silent forest into 4 golden
fory as the good bay carried me homie at his long
S%n easy stride. Along the frack, as we cdlled it,
etween- the trim fences, set by our own hands,
mﬁ @onn&& it to right and left, the ring of the
o&. beats m\SrBQ ever sharper and clearer as we
ot on firmer ground, until Roanoke breasted the
ise on-which our log-house stood. Then, in the
amﬁ Om the clamour of welcome from the two

Silence for a minute or so. -

“«Will he—will he tise him well, this cne 8__”
whom you are going to give him?” she asked at-
last, a slight tremor in the even tofie of her voice. -

« 1f T did not believe that, rest asstired I mus.,ocﬁ.
not give him,” answered I. “ However, I am not .
sire yet whether he will be actepted. If so—well, .
although I mean fo give him away 1 intend to
keep him all the same, for—" And then I knew
that the time had come to set aside fencing, and \8‘“

“To-give him away, ahd yet to keep gB,: I
repeated steadily, “for the ohe who takes him must.-
take me with him. Louise!” and I came forward

sought to obtain a glimpse of the sweet eyes.that
strove to veil themselves beneath -the long shadow
of lashes, “you know my meaping now. I have

He is willing, if you are éH:Sm too. Say the
word, my love, my darling, and ‘give me the right __
to chtrish and protect you to the last hour of my.
life.” _
I looked in her eyes for iny answer, and mOﬁsa.
it. Then, as the sweet face bent forward to hide -
its mantling blushes, I ommmE the murmured word
of assent, and held my dedr love in my arms, éooom :
and won at last. . . ,
And Roanoke Hoow& on at it all, a EWE%__
interested spectator, whinnying and pawing at the
end, when he thought he had been set long enough
on one side, in order to attract attention. But i
was the sort of third party we did not mind; and
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202 A SETTLER'S STORY

wEo her grey woolly hair contrasting so oddly with

Qp@ dark wrinkled face, resembling an ancient
monkey’s in shape and hue, and surmounted by a

turban gorgeous in colouring, and wonderful to ook .

upon. There was something witch-like and uncanny

about her, I used to think at times, when, glancing _,
up’ suddenly, I would find the memﬁ rolling balls of -
eyes fixed intently upon me, an oam kind of ,mcwaﬁwam
glow in them, that somehow made me feel ill at

case. Perhaps I was scatcely inclined to be fair

to the old woman, since it was impossible to forget .
altogether that her gossiping tongue had done a*

good deal of mischief, and might have done Boﬁ ;

but I was certainly by no means ?Qcawo& il her
More than once, although I took tiiyself
to task pretty strongly mmﬁmnémam for permitting
" the thought to find standing ground; I could not:
get rid of the rotion thdt the gaze fixed from time _,
to time on my sweetheart and myself had some-
thing sinister about it, and it was on the tip of my

favour.

tongue to ask bluntly what thie old witch was
mﬂmzbq at.

the old hegress.

‘both her father and herself. -

-« We could not get on without Aunt Matty;” mwﬁ_,__
“told me with a smile; and a loving glance in gom
direction of the old woman, “Oh no, boﬁ_.mﬁ mﬁ __
Ske is a most wonderful oid person, and redlly.

yery wise. She knows how to cure sicknesses, msa

Once, when the idea had taken a
* strogger hold of me thar usual, I asked my sweet--
heart, one ot two downright questions concerning .
T.ouise; WOSQRH soon reassured
me on.the point. Matty was a dear, faithful oE__
soul, she declared warmly, mmg deeply attached “ﬁo_._

=4
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ﬂnmmﬂmwmﬁ% mz about roots and herbs and simples
~ and—and—oh, T could not tell you what besides;
and you are very rude and unkind, mon. w,amnmoa
to call my. dear old Aunt Matty & witch. I dare
. mm&w she was a very hLandsome negress when she
- was ‘young, but she cannot remain young for ever,
you.. »,oormw ‘boy, any more than other people. I
mmwwo%: with 4 Little pout, “when I am old and
ugly, you will call me a witch too” And the
answer that speech called forth from me does not .
mmma to be chronicled here,
. Hitherto 'I have been speaking only of the
mcEBm biit before very long the first signs of
égﬁﬁ. Wmmmb t0 comie creeping over the nocmﬁ.w
- Yet, in spite of the increasing cold, Louise and I
still lingered ox the %anéxmomﬁ reluctant to come
wmmﬂoﬂgo fire, and so to vmmm to an end the talk
-meant only for the ears of each. But on the first
night that the cold drove us there, Louise produced
“an Indian work-basket, dyed in variouts colours,
._.mbm the'sight thereof. recalling an incident of the
. sumimer, I took the chance of requesting a long-
m&w%& mVEmmmﬂon to wit, the behaviotir of a
certain person on a certain night.
- “I had 4 very good reason for it,” she ansiered -
%BE&& with a blush that I thought the most
“bewitching thirig in the world:
“Well, am I not to hear this good ‘reason ?”
mmw& L
éE\ should you?” she reforted with 2 toss Ow
her head. “It does not concern you now.”

But it did concern me once? ?
w@w@w

)
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“ He's never given a sign of it, if that’s so,” rejoined
I with conviction, “though, after all, there’s nothing
to wonder at in that. He's not the fellow to talk
much about his own concerns, or himself” ‘

Yet for a minute I sat silent, So.samnbm if a
notion that had crossed my mind once with respect
to my chum, could have had some truth in it after
all.  From what I knew of him, there was no deny-

- ing that he was just the sort of fellow who, having

met with a disappointment, would be likely to rush

off all over the world, if possible, to get over it as

best he might; and I remembered that, when ex-
plaining the reason of his coming to Canada, he had

made a slight reservation. Only,as I had just said
to my darling,if the case had been so, he had given
uncommonly few signs thereof,” either when on.:
board ‘the Zeander or since. Besides, no hint of |
cynicism had made itself evident.with him regard- -
ing either his fellow-men in general or women in

particular; and that, it would appear, is an almost

inevitable symptom with fellows .who have got'
_owomm_o@ inlove. I mean that cheap kind of cynicism -
with which a good many men—aye, and women too -
—do"their best to make the whole of humanity
smart for the slight put-upon, or wrong done them,
by one solitary and particular individual ; a mode-
" of procedure which, to say the least of it, is not.

grounded in fairness.

So that was how it was with. Neil, then. And I,
living with him for close on five years, had 5o<.m_ﬂ__,
guessed af that which the quick perception of my "
- little sweetheart had detected in one-tenth part of

the time,

10 warning, and assuring me all the time that you

——"
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- “And when,” I asked after a minute or so, “did

you feel that I was no longer an object of mnmwwmom :

- “You are laughing at H.u,ﬁ: pouted Loujse. “And
you are asking far too many questions to-night.
Do not bé so curjous.” o

- I’m going to have this one answered, anyhow,”’

_,‘H_”_H&._mmﬁw& stubbornly. And I was not long in
getting my way. , : -
”___,__a....Hﬁémw that day- you shot the bears,” she con-

fessed, looking down as she spoke. “All the

the woods together, you and I ; and I was afraid-
every moment that you were going to speak to me,
Hw you had, mon F rangois, I could not have answered
ou. then: I should not have known whether to
2y Yes or No, Then next morning—the fog was
thick, and Matty cried out that OEU\. One man was
coming up the pasture. ‘I cannot tel] you how I

,@.ﬁ_ ﬁpwﬁ; Itwas to me a certainty that one of you

zwwwm&m been hurt or killed, and—and then I
few, all in a moment. Ah yes, the instant |

lieved you dead T knew, the truth, as I had never

Jmown it Il then—does that seem strange to you ?

~cried with joy, I'could not help it, when I knew
ouwere safe; and I was afraid that he, Neil, must
gve thought that I was just what my father called
me, a foolish, nervous girl to have been so fright-
ned, But he did not seem to do that ; he UE%.
€pt on taking the blame himself for wmi.nm given

ere not hurt. [ think” she added soberly, “that
I wmm actually hated him before that, the way he

- .
v
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bouring settler, on his way to the mill with a sack.

“ things would have been altogether different, o
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under him, sob like a child for the loss; and I know
this much, I have thought none the less of him for
it. - Little did I ever think that I . . . But the
time has not come for that vet.
"So the days went on until Christmas was pretty
‘near. " The frost had set in harder than ever, and
the cold was intense, the thermometer standing at
“times at forty below zero. Itwas a snapping night
when I 'got up to leave Berry Flat, one evening not
ong before the festive season set in. ' All the night
there had been no moon, but a faint glimmer shone
out.shortly before ten-thirty, and with a’ fifteen mile
un ahead of me I could not well stay longer. So
‘rose at last from my place by my sweetheart’s
side/and prepared reluctantly to bid her farewell,
‘The movement roused her father, who had been
alf-asleep all the evening in his corner; and he too
got up and stretched himself, yawning.
“You go, mon gars?” he inquired, rubbing his
eyes. “Sacré/ 1 had not known it was so late,
Ma joi ! but itis cold! I go to get a light,” and
¢ hobbled off towards the stable. , ,

Do not. be too quick, mon Francois; I have
omething to show you,” Louise said, and she flitted
like a fairy out of the room to the foot of the rough

ooden ladder, the only means of ascent to the Joft
hich- she was® accustomed to regard as her own
oom.  How often I used to vow to myself that she
ould know better lodgings when the happy time
ould come to claim her for my owil. E
No danger of my being too quick ; and I fear
that- my prospective father-in-law for once found
mself left to the task of putting in Roanoke

of corn on his back, had had to drop the mm.oF mwnr |
as he expressed it,  streak it like greased lightning )
ter save his bacon.” The rest of us took that story .
down with a good deal of salt, however. Z.oﬂ zumnn__
it.was by any means impossible; the thing Wmm__..
been a common experience in many moEoBmﬁﬁmv
only, somehow, we round there were wHo%_ mo vm:gn___
the story of our Yankee friend, and “ gas was .kﬁﬁo_.“
mildest term applied by most of us to Simpson’s;
statement. However, there. was 1o doubt that .ﬁﬁm__
brutes were beginning to show round the moﬁ.mo_Bmuﬁ
in fullér force than usual;’and I could tell that
Louise did not half like it when I used to get up at
night from my seat at her side,.and the thought
would come to her of the long lonely run Aawow“
through the miles of gloomy frozen forest H.%B_m
between her father’s lot and our own. I knew it by
the wistful anxiety that would shine in her sweet
eyes, although her lips said never a word. . But I,
for my part, never bothered my wm.wma m.&o.zﬁ_%n
"matter. On foot, or even with an inferior horse,

-course; but notwhen I had a clipper like Womﬁowmw
in the cutter before me. :
Great Scott! how fond I got of that horse
although after all there was little to wonder at. To
my way of thinking there is something. &m«ﬁ.ﬁsm
about the love a man ought to bear towards the
brave beast that carries him, spending strength and
mw_omm so generously in his service—a comradeship
that at times runs human friendship pretty close
I have seen a man who had had his horse sho
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‘ot venturing to look up. “It is silly, of course.
Iknow it is, but—but the fear has been with me-all
the evening, and I cannot drive it away. I cannot
bear to have you go to-night, mon Francois. I
am afraid, frightened for you ! ”
. ¢ Frightened—and for me ? Frightened of what,
-my darling ?” .
~ “Of the—the long dark forest,” she answered
with a-shiver, burying her face still deeper in the
- soft fur of my coat. - “You are laughing at. me,
Frank, I'know: but indeed I cannot help thinking
of—dreading it.”
: ‘_ Comforting and reassuring her took a few
- minutes, and I was still engaged in that congenial
«occupation, when the door opened, and a head—
“or to speak more correctly, a fur cap surmounting’
-2 pair of eyes, since nothing else was visible—was
-thrust into the room. _
“ Venez,-mes enfants,” remarked a thin dry voice.
“T wish not to hurry you in your leave-taking, no.
~—I would merely observe that the colt is harnessed,
nd if he is not to freeze where he stands the
sleigh will want a driver. That is alL” .
* Comitig, sir, coming !” I kissed the smile back
o...?o%.&wmw eyes, caught up my cap, and spring-
ng down the steps, reached the barn-yard, where
Roancke stood ready harnessed in the sleigh, his
-breath, even since leaving the stable, already frozen
olid on mane and breast.
“Ma foi!'1 envy you not your ride, I,” quoth
my" prospective parent bluntly, as he stumbled
longside in order to open the gate. “ Sacré’ it
s enough to freeze my old blood to-night: I know

catching at the ardent spirit flung upon them, -
leaped up with a flerce roar, to be Emﬂms.m%_
stifled, however, as the result of a dexterous kick |
on my part. “I can smell the spice she has put:
in distinctly. Hold that bottle, please, mm@. Qﬁ, __
hot water, pour it in here; there, that is right.
. It seems terribly deceitful, I know,” she went on,’
| dexterously stirring the steaming mixture, “but. I
would not hurt dear old Aunt Matty’s feelinigs for -

= the world, and I'choose not to have her make you
ill. There,” sweeping me a mock curtsey as she..
handed the glass to me. “ have the honour 8,____
wish Monsieur a very good health, and—Here she’
is, coming back, we were only just in time ! ,.Z,o@% _

. in a whisper, “you must let her see you drinking"
- it, and mind you say it is very good ! ” o
Both of which directions I cartied out ﬁo._&m:
letter, the old negress wafching me with a gratified __
smile as I drank to my sweetheart’s health, standing -
with one arm round her and the glass in the other
hand. _ - L
.« @ooaﬁwmﬁﬁ my darling, good-night,” I mm,au
‘holding her in my arms. “ No—nota step further,”
for the cold, even in the room, was bitter, away
from the neighbourhood of the fire. OE.% ﬁbﬁ
to-morrow night, my dearest. Why, Louise, my
darling, what is the meaning of this?” m,oa.,ﬂ.%
little swectheart, so lately” animated by the mwﬂm
of mischievous roguery, was clinging to me now,
hiding her face on my shoulder, trembling violently,
and struggling hard in the endeavour to Wom@.dmmw
. . her tears. . o
i o “I—I don’t know,” she whispered shamefac m
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218 A SETTLER’S STORV

motionless snow-covered columns, standing there in
.mmmmmuw stillness, should be the very trees that had
lately worn so gorgeous a livery, shrouded now,
with the rest of the summer’s glories, beneath this
rigid drapery of death.

I was not over sensitive to outside influences, not
so much so as many men, at least; yet so power-
fully did the sense of solitude and. silence WBH&.wmm
itself upon me after a few miles that I drew rein,

and halted the cutter for a moment to listen, -
Not a sound, not a whisper, not a breath. The. -
crackle of the frozen snow beneath the tread of a -

living creature, the fall of dropping masses from
the heavily-laden boughs, although brushed from

.them by merely the wing of a bird, the mmmsﬂnmwm
-rustle of wind, by lessening the tension somewhat,
would have been a'welcome relief. Not one of -
these was to be heard however. Nothing except
the strenuous breathing of Roanoke, and the cor--
responding creak of the harness, with now mmam_
then the rending noise of a tree splitting with the
frost, struck upon my listening ears; mﬁ@ I mwhow
the reins and sent him forward again, with an im-
patient eagerness to break the oppressive silence by -
the thunder of galloping hoofs on-the hard frozen .
surface of snow. 1 didn’t go in for bells. I never .
cared to have the incessant jingle-jingle in my ears;. .
and in other respects they would, in our sparsely
settled district, have been of little use. Yet I-
almost wished I had had them, that night, to H.Hmlq.m.. :
lost in some degree the oppressive weight given
back by the dead world of silence lying mwonﬁa Bo

and beyond.
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Gargon had been right in his remarks : Roanoke

- was certainly off colour that night. Whether he
. "was benumbed by the cold or not, it was evident
.. that on first starting from Berry Flat he had seemed
- " to move with difficuity ; and although the stiffness

. vanished after he had got fairly into his stride,

he was strangely unsteady on his legs, somehow,

-.and more than once during those first few miles he
- staggered and seemed to recover himself by a con-
o vulsivereffort. At last, when a stimble so decided
- had been within an ace of landing him on his nose,

I pulled up, sprang out of the sleigh, and went to

" his head to see what was amiss. Nothing, so far
. as 1 could tell; except that his head drooped a bit,
- and-he struck me as being somewhat dull, and
-showing less than usual of his wonted fire and
. mettle. - He was all in a lather too, but that was
- scarcely surprising, considering the pace at which
“he'had come. Round came the fine head, as, after
~-a close inspection of his hoofs, I stood at his
- shoulder, looking him critically over, and the velvet
“muzzlé was pushed against my arm.

”,_...a,,mo‘wo.uo_a Hmm\_gwmﬁumwowm%éﬁw you - to-

night»7.. . _
A low whinny in answer, and the soft nose was

~snuggled with a caressing gesture down into my
“hand.’ " Tt was as if the gallant beast were trying in
_his dumb way to ask pardon for behaviour so
singularly at variance with his customary free and
steady bearing. Ah, Roanoke, Roanoke !

* How still it was as I stood there by the motion-

less, sleigh, the silence unbroken except for the .
_deep. panting breath that camie from the horse,
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222 A SETTLER’'S STORY

first time to have the possible awkwardness of my
position borne in on me. :
footing again, stumble as he had done at setting

out,—though what should have induced so strange

a way of comporting himself in the gallant beast I

had no notion,—the chances would be . .. I did
not finish out the suggestion, but, passing the whip

into the other hand, while keeping a steady grip -

o

on the reins of the galloping horse, felt for the

revolver buckled beneath my coat, that it should
be ready to hand when called for.
episode,

any emergency.

Glancing back over my shoulder, I could mwn._z
them now—a long straggling line of black flecks
on the dead éw%m of the snow in advance, and"

)

behind a dark mﬁm.@&om_m mass, both coming on-:
I knew the latter to be the .-
ain body of the pack, and until then I had had
no notion that they could have been so heavy in:
In spite of the ugly suggestiveness of
the sight, however, I was still conscious only- of

with. lightning speed.

number.
that feeling of savage resentment. 1

indifference of ignorance as yet.

was so hard on us that the gléam of their eyes in

the moonlight could be distinctly seen, it struck.

me that the quarters were getting somewhat too

close to be pleasant; and I turned in the sléigh,

and brought the long whip through the frosty air.

Let Roanoke miss his

Since that bear.
generally, and the Chassepét incident par--
ticularly, I had as a rule taken care to go, to use:
a bit of Western slang, “ heeled,” in readiness for’

To respect a
foe, one needs to know him, and mine was the
After a few
minutes, however, when the vanguard of the pack™
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_.459 a crack that rang like a pistol-shot in the
_ silent echoes of the forest, accompanying the
~-action with a yell that might have been héard a
~mile off.” Individually, the wolf is the most arrant
‘of cowards ; danger in connection with him results
- from -his numbers, and for the life of me I could
“not help laughing grimly to see how the dastardly
__ dEﬁmw gave back at the mere sound of the human
-voice. - I repeated the experiment with a ‘similar
T mcx ‘being unwilling to throw away a cartridge,
1 view of a moré pressing need ; and, since [ did
ot émb\n to lose the advantage 9@33\« gained, for
the ‘first time Roanoke m&ﬁ the whip. - The in-
dignity roused the latent spirit in him, sending
“him forward at so fleet a gallop that no wolf or
horse :could have matched him; and my spirits
rose mﬁ the thought that another Qﬁ\mm miles would
“see’us" &mmw of gm forest. As long as the horse
‘held 8 Em present pace I BHQE snap my fingers
‘at the grey brutes behind, and . . . Then suddenly
I 'felt-the reins dragged, torn Hm,oB my grip; a
rash, ‘a'thud, a brief rapid storm of beating hoofs,
a maowdso. gasp of terror, with one Woﬁ.:&o short
breaking crack that will ring in my ears for ever,
ozn&nm_.ﬁwwocmﬁ it all, and the bay horse was
own, the frozen snow flying in a rain of hard
flakes from his mﬁdqmrnq hoofs in his frenzied
‘attempts’ to get on his' legs'!

I7was out of the &Qmw and at his head in a
BoBoﬁ ‘and a single glance at the gallant brute
old me all. He reared up, struggling wildly, &
mad terror in his eyes as the savage yells from the
ear sounded nearer, and he mocsa the desperate
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226 A SETTLER'S STORY ~ HOW I LOST ROANOKE 227

do, and that was to avenge Roanoke six times g
over; and my friends below there little knew, as"
they sat watching me so intently out of their
yellow eyes, of the leaden supper I was getting -
ready up above for half-a-dozen of them. Before.:
1 had made an end of loading, however, it struck
me that after all, the grim pleasure I-had been
promising myself would have to be deferred until:
later. I might have picked off the half-dozen:
easily enough as they sat grinning up at me, of
course ; but the certain result would have been to,:
bring up the rest of the pack hot-foot to hold high.
carnival over the carcasses of their comrades beneath -
the tree, and that was the last thing in the world. _
to suit me just then, my intention being to slip ion that conclusion, I would merely advise him to
down from!' that tree and make tracks for Union
Station as soon as the chance offered. i
Fortune favoured me sooner than I had hoped:
for. The dead horse, with the sight and sound of
savage, snarling contest over freshly-torn prey. was
too close at hand to be resisted ; and after five
minutes or so, my friends beneath evidently began
to think it a pity to stay behind when there was
anything good going, one after another rising from
his haunches to slink off and take his part in. the
horrid feast a little distance away. As soon as th
last had joined the main body, I slipped down,
from the friendly pine, and keeping well in. th
shadow of the trees, with many a backward glanc
over my shoulder, I lit out over the snow in-th
direction of Union Station for all I was worth
Thanks to the active outdoor life I had led for
the last four years, [ was in capital condition

_Eo___n_mwm%w._ reverse was the case as recarded trim
ﬁw@ ___.QoﬁE..sm rendered necessary by a Mmm_&p mi<of
_ﬁmﬁ,@b..__HWmH.BoBoﬁmw standing mmﬂw&mHU mmﬁ.mwmv
_kvm.ﬁoﬁwmmwov_.ﬁoﬁ being precisely adapted for mammN.,
,_Bﬁomy.,ﬁm on foot ; but for all that, I think I could
bm._ﬁ__ given points that night to any champion
unner.in the world. One thing I learned durine
@m:ﬁ.,s for life, namely, how poor a ficure a Bmm
“oaunw_w,_ﬁwnnmwﬁwmoa to face with the _vaswo forces of |

tarving- wolves ; and one could safely lay long
Q%ozmﬂm outcome. I ranm for about three Em.Hmw
u.m.oam _n.m.\&a got clear of the woods, and as I ran
1y rmmmﬁémm hot within me at the HoBoBvSﬂnm
of Roanoke. The-danger was not over even when
e q@mm_,ﬁma been left behind. In omm sense, that
ery; fact increased it, supposing ‘that the &o?mm
should have got through their. horrid mea] sooner
than:T ﬁmm counted on ; since in that case thev
ould follow.up my trail to a dead certainty ﬂw@mM
?.mnom being able to hunt as well by mogﬁum.m b,
mﬁ@ww.,mu&v with over a couple of miles of o.@M
o m«oﬁwm%mﬂ to be ‘covered, delay would have mwmm
ém@mmmm. " More than once I thought I could hear:
wailing away back in the distance, the dismal mnwm
9 that horrible cry, and could see in fancy the
owm”__mﬁmmmmum line break from the forest and come |
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IN SIGHT OF THE END . 231

- while we were still at it, forcing us to knock off at
last; and I, for my part, fell pretty nearly asleep
" over.the fire after supper. Not so Neil. He had
-got-through as much work as I had that day, and
he Wnoow& up sooner, naturally ; yet for all that,
" he seemed singularly restless somehow to-night,
pacing up and down the room until his woo\nmﬁo@m
became part of my dreams, and I missed the regular
beat when he halted to light another cigar or to
gaze B&Hﬁmﬁ:\.@a\ into the fire. A falling log woke .
- me effectively at last, and 1 sat up rubbing my
- eyes. Then this announcement, made with sudden
- decision, roused me thoroughly and drove sleep far
“enough away. :

. “Chuck it!" Chuck what? You don’t mean the
“place here?”

" He nodded.

“Yes” he answered slowly, letting the .smoke
‘trail away in long wreaths as he talked. “T’ve
‘taken a notion to see what is going” on at the
" other side of the duck-pond this winter, and how it
“is s&w all of them in the old country, that's about
Jit. There’s Kenneth’s son, too,” he added suddenly,
“ the hope of the Colquhouns according to present
.._mw.@mmwmmno and Id like to havea Hoow at the little
: owmw - Wonder what they’re going to call him, by
- the way ; though after all there’s little need to specu-
late on that score. Kenneth’s safe not to let the
i mmB:%,mo wanting a Neil Stuart Colquhoun in it. —
The place ‘here can pay its own way now, stand on
its own feet, only needs one at the helm, which
reminds me ”  He halted there and turned to
. mﬁmam mﬁmma&\ into the fire.—* Since I'm mglﬁsq in

CHAPTER XX

IN SIGHT OF THE END

long m:wsom‘ “ 'm going to chuck it.”’
Spring had come round once more,
and the frosts were QOEQ The sun’s
beams were shining with i increasing power with every.
day that went vun and Naturé-was beginning once:
again to dress the woods in a summer livery of the
. softest, most tender green on which the eye could"
© rest. Work was in full swing, and the farm coming
on-as it had never come on vmmoh.o|omo@m promising,-
“stock thriving. And Louise and I were to be
married in the late autumn ! Altogether, the future
wore about as rosy a glow to-night, taking ‘one
thing with another, as it ever nocE to the eyes o
four-and-twenty ; and thdt is saying a good deal.
We were together at Union Station this evening
he and [, just as we had been any time three' years.
ago, and the old days seemed to have come back”
again to-night. The two of us had put in some.
stiffish éoﬁﬂ that day, darkness coming on, indeed
230 G
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"books, and they offer indisputable evidence to

in at a thing, straining evety nerve to put'i

~one thing you stand in need of, and that’s a wife

-and tone. “Sorry.] can’t take your counsel, old
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so solved the problem I wanted solved, mmB,&%
whether Canadian farming could be made a
undoubted- success. I've gone through all t

done- with, as far as I'm concerned: I never saw
but.one woman whom I would have made my wife,”
he added with sudden abruptness, “and she o
He broke off and- came to a halt there.

‘She threw you over—iilted you?” Louise’s
words: were present with me as I asked the question,
ed. me? No!” he flashed out with sudden
vehemence. . “ Don’t blame her, even in thought.
She was as' godd and true a woman as the world
ver-‘knew, and she never dreamed of me, never
gave a 'thought to-me, in #ke# light” Then he
Fsmg@ - “ Oh, an everyday story, nothing romantic
" Her choice fell on another. fellow, and I
came:to know i, in time—that’s all. She had the
right:to: choose, God bless her,” he added earnestly,
and-the man to .whom she gave her love was a
hundred times more worthy of her-than I should
ever-have been. I didm’t grudge them their happi-
ness,'God knows,” he added simply, and yet I saw
the sensitive mouth work slightly there, in spite of
mwo mBmm ; “and it wasn't for me to ﬁ&Sw and

assure me it can; so that’s settled, and done with
Besides, the place here is getting settled up,.ar
that makes it too civilized for me: I'm growing
restless, I'll have to be off. ;waos_m as I'm sticking

through, I'm all right, you see; but success itsel
mmzm. on me. Put the restlessness down to. the
Celtic blood if you like; I honestly believe tha
at the bottom of it all. You -Southrons are’z
hundred times more steady going ; and the res
lessness that keeps me on the move doesn’t appear
to trouble you. Have I bought a release yet:
Thanks.” , T
“©Old man,” I rejoined with conviction,  there
Nothing like marriage in prospect to moor a fellow
and take all the H@mﬁowmbomw out -of him. .HmWo._H
from me that’s the thing you want.”
“ Probably,” he answered lightly, though an-odd,
half-wistful, half-questioning expression, tinged-.too
with a faint shade of surprise, gven wonder, which
I could not understand in the least, flitted acros
his face as he spoke. “But in that case I’'m afraid
that, as they say at home, I shall have to wan - it 2 p% H& c@ to it. wﬁ the dumb ass wmm mworwb
He turned away abruptly, pacing up and down tlas ﬁ mﬁa said his say.” )
the room in the shadow, and when he spoke next

a mﬁmsqm constraint had come into both .mewo

Hn._@um% one. from s,?ow his m@bmnﬁw nature
hrunk painfully, and I said nothing more. So

chap ; but you see, that sort of thing is past and __Hm%,‘zpm w@ua to the reticence, reserve, for which,
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< «TFaith!” said Neil at last, throwing himself
“into 2 chair. “I'm possessed- to-night, I think.
" 'Af home they would say I must be fey. D’you
know the meaning of that?” o
““Ive a hazy sort of motien,” I was Womubbﬂo..
“Tsn’t it—— when he cut me short with the brief"
- m%@.ﬂ.mwmﬁ.ou,la Death doomed.” .

I was#silent. The words had fallen with a-
~sudden chill. .
““What if it be s0?” he went on, throwing him-
self back in his chair and staring at the fire. “Let
‘it come when it will. It's queer,” he added
Qonmﬁﬁmﬁwﬁ “the way some men seem to look.
on life ‘and death. Now, to me, life has &é\mﬂ%m
wmmmbﬁ&.ﬁmmﬁ just as a kind of valuable security,
handed over to the safe keeping of every man
living, to be guarded and watched over as a m.mnwmm
duty "and 'a sacred, trust; and death as EB@..H%
the fair and just summons to hand it back fo its
_H_HWWQ& owner. One wouldn’t cling grudgingly
to' it,"or -question the right, and yet,” he ended
wistfully, 1 take it there never was a man yet
who_did snot cherish the hope in his heart that
when his time came he might find himself finishing
in w.m_“_%mu_wmo style than the rest!” Then he mﬁ.mw\nmm
to hisedt, his eyes shining as he Q.mm&ulz.yz up
your glass, old fellow, and to the winds with care
and foreboding. I'll give you a toast. Here's
to the health and happiness of my friend and his
vw‘&_o.ww mmm here’s to the success of our trip! Let
the ‘glass” never know a meaner toast!” and he
ent it with a ringing crash to the floor.

.So we settled the plan of campaign, and the

to -stay on here. I'll go with you with all the
pleasure in life” : ‘
“Thanks. I knew you would,” he answered -
simply. Then his mood changed completely, his "
spirits rising to a pitch of wild excitement that
would at times break out in him, declaring the
Celtic blood of which he came, with all the
romantic enthusiasm, the strong intensity of feel--
ing, characteristic alike of race and temperament.
He crossed to the fire, kicked the logs into a*
brighter glow, lung on half a cart-load more, and
then, getting down a map of the Dominion and .
another of the States, threw them on the table, and
began with eager excited interest to trace out
our route. : - o
“Here’s the plan of campaign!” he cried as he
-bent over them. “West due west io Manitoba, -

then south-west for Montana, and after that west, -
south-west, south-east, or anywhere you please
bar north ; and hurrah for the green Far West!”
- All the evening, as if to cover the recollection
of his former depression, he kept at the same high -
pitch ; and as we talked the subject over, discuss-
ing-and making our plans, gofng over the route -
in detail and deciding on all the necessary arrange-
ments, his excitement increased to fever-heat. -
His eyes shone like stars in the firelight, the
colour mounted to his face, and as I caught his -
enthusiasm, we laughed, joked and sang unre-:
strainedly, until the two dogs asleep on the hearth
awoke and sat up to stare at their masters, as if
, surprised to see them so far forgetful of their
i dignity. __




- Jo peoye uo Sumyy ‘pres 2YS [ION OISOy

_-UI-BUO] JOU SBA 9US pue ‘SoouBISWNOID 9y Jopun

' UBYI JUS[IS pue PoHIEIY-UMOD 2JOW UDAD SBM T

o) : : S
Surpeifer ‘wry 38 Supoo] papioae | pue ‘sadur
4194 STy 03 pajunow Inojoo SUJ, "USY3 31.3SO 9y
NG ‘uolssassod-jes Sy 9S0] ULYO JOU PIp- QY-

« ¢ OS JOU LS
Zuw wows JRYY  C[re st ey ‘Stuq o3 $203 9. opIs
1930 9} JE IOAO QUO S 9IIYJ, ‘9I3Y o[3os
‘WIB SIY UO 9JImM B LM ‘998 M4 nok .m%mﬁ....&m.mﬁ_
JO QU0 ‘772794 wmaw ‘Novq WOD 14 9., ams.m
31008 ® i “A13ysy| ‘uodren ug and | yeq ‘yeg,
« 9013 93mb s1 31 Oy[esiowapenr ‘so A APARIS I
78 UMOp Supoo] ‘paromsue pue dn Po0Is off
, : BFES TN
03 UINJol 0} UBSW 30U OD Pur A[1IOYS pueSuy o3
Sutos ore no4 yey3—purw moA dn opew onnb nosk
9ARY ‘UedW [—onx3 31 ST, ‘Foyjey 39y o3 Suyey.
JBS U 'S Wiy 21050q A[uoppns Supreadde  pue Sw

BUIOU [99 NOX ¢ wzay IOP[NOYS Y} S B0y PUY
N0 uo-safo 195 24wy 1 oous Suol st 11 j2of wyr
“158] 12 nod SI 31, ‘parr oY | j fevig uowu 1By,
e JIuqus 03 peSiyqo sem
1973%] U3 pue ‘wy 90eIqUIL 01 suire siy SurpuLixo
SMINOAR] SIY 39°W O3 palny oy A30eAla S URU
YOUSLT B [[e UM dAIRIISUOWDD A[[eorsLIo)
,__.H.om.ﬁwaw...mg ‘Dw ewos 107 US3IS J0U ey o7 woym
TION 03 2woo[om suodien pIo "£3ure3I90 nyssIq
® w00 Pey 9say} jo soe(d ur ‘mou pue ‘siesy pue
sodoy usoq pey o1oy3 uayy 1y} 3deoxy  reaf 3se[
ueaW J—sAep plo ‘P[0 93 ur usaq peq Aoty se snf
2Jom. sBuryy pue ‘mou uy 305 Apire; pey Supdg
gl o yeg Lusg o1 ¥9430303 1940 2POI €N JO
- om3} 9y [IE Jo ABp 3sB[ OYT "SOA[OSWIAY] JO UOISIA
juessoour a3 Aq 19y3eSoye Popunoq 3q 03 uozZLIOY
% surmosen 513 300dx8 J0U op ‘T940] © 10} 94%[S ® J0U
: WY} SPIEMO] JYSIeI)S oW Paf 9SINorT PUE UBWT © 0ABY 03 Ju0ju0d A3oayied Sumq 4940
SUIRIS o104 03 1930 oy areym doojs oyy 01 - =es0w ‘ot pue {diyspusly jo swrep oyl A[mresy
: 0z1uS0091 Op pue ued OYM—1UaY] JO 2UOC Ssem
" Sunrep Aw puB—plIOM OUI Ul USWOM SWOS ore
o1y JusweSueire syl ojur ASuya porsjus
< ‘dn swreagoalqns oy Jo oseqyd jeyy usym ‘pospur
“on1§ yRUMOWIOS Po3{00] ‘uor] urejunow pue A[zzu3
SIS TOTOSUUOD Ul wsesnyiue Aw puayardwon.
_S_wmu.ﬁw% preq 31 punoy Aqeqoid ays ySnoyire
[9smo ang ‘31 yeos o3 pieye oS spoeu jsnw
©.3nq.2woy 32 ySnous roSuep PUY 30U PMod oym.
L Jsmoduns xnap ) jo AJ[o§ oY1 wao3 03 paseo]d sem oy
RIYA Jey3 i A[snomydwaiuod Teqmowos potIous
pue ‘eop pood ' paySne; uodren pjQ  moIa
UL.DRY 9 SWAyDS 9U} JO I9Y3e} IOY PUT OSMOT
PIOY I 9Bl A112g 03 1940 juoM T USUM ‘Aep 3xoU

2Y3 JO 3001 oY1 03 Sunled ur pue ‘4ey3 Surdnou
‘pojuetrem Supaed SAowwns a1 jo 399dsoxd oy

WL PWod 03 uow e Lurwr o] 1973e50] 2aey
PInOYs om Sutueas jse; oyy puods oy amjsed oy
UMOp ABME POJ[OIIS ] Due SN0 PUB 9$3q payI]
9 $309[qns oy3 uo Wiy 03 pay[e; Pue ‘9pIs s uew
PIo 2y} 4q umop jes oy UYL PoUSne[.JION

e i O8
‘“A[431 os jou odeose nok nok S9U2JED I8aq B omﬁﬂ
WU [ nQav T ¢0S 30U 31 ST Temore; Aes o3 jng
WO oA MOU PUY  [[oM ST JBUL, ¢ MOU 3L JO

1ve aNY #HL J0 IHOIS NI A¥OLS SYETIIAS V obz



242 A SETTLER’S STORY

the lightness of the words, for I knew that they

must have gone deeply home: _
“TForgive us,” Louise interposed hastily,

of its cause. “We ought nowto have intruded:
it was thoughtless of me to'ask that.

not so, mon pére P—that you should leave us,
we have seen so much of one another, and known
you so well. New friends are not old ones,
know. -
proud possession as she stood with her-

to him that he is to come back” ' -
“I've exhausted my eloquence”

his way, I fear. - Come, old fellow, be persuaded

Remember Alexander, and let the other worlds

go. What's the use of all this ‘never ending,

stil
- - 2 u..
beginning’?

“If the world be worth thy winning,
Think, oh! think it worth enjoying.’

Bear that in mind and come- back to us mwwu_,owwmﬁ

here, when you've done with them on the othe
side.” - i
“That is what my

so. Surely Canada is large enough for us all.”:

“Not large enough for me, mademoiselle;” he
rejoined with a laugh. Then he came forward a
were

b4

pace or so to where the two of us, she and I,

seeing
his confusion, although of course she knew nothing"

But indeed
we cannot but be sorry, my father and I—is it
after -

you. -
Frank,” turning to me with an air of.
little hands:
locked on my arm, “you have more influence with
him than any one in the world. - You ought to say

. answered -
sadly, “and it’s useless. A wilful man must have;

father says,” went on Louise
winningly. “ He says so, you say so, we all.say

IN SIGHT OF THE. END 243

-standing together. “Have [ your forgiveness?”
he asked, looking down at her, :
- “For what?” . Her dark eyes met his own in
- frank inquiry. .
- “For robbing
-and he laid one h
“right.
2 Oh,” rejoined Louise co
~she too laughed a little, -«
m&m.&r I hope. He vas yours. first of all, you
Wﬁoé_m and I do not mind giving him up to you
again for a little time, if— 7
“If what ?”
~“If I could only believe that he —ihat you both
I mean, would come- back, safely,” and there .Smm
‘2 little quiver in the tone. The parting was
noﬂwbm@md\. near. - We 3]l felt that, and for that
¢ason precisely we began to make light of it, and
otalk:nonsense. . v
- Look here;” I put in at this point, “it's about
me I protested, I take it. Talk about goods and
,owwﬁ_m..m..m.ms@ the liberty of the subject ! One would
hink “a .mm:os. represented so much property
elonging to the two of you, by the way you talk
f changing hands in this way.” |
“ You'belong to me at any rate,” responded my
ctrothed calmly, “and I am not going to give you
Wway to.him unless he promises that you shall
ome back to me. One never can tell how far
ou-men may roam when you get away together ;
wm.&_oﬁ am I to know,” she added mischievously
that when Lie goes to England himselfhe may 50m
ﬁﬁm%%oﬁ. to go over with him ?”

you, as I am about to ao&mw@u
and on my arm. I laughed out-

mprehendingly, and
“I see. 'Oh, I am not
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,mvoc,ﬁ the worst.”

“That’s to say, if the special article we

‘deal. "~ But when it comes to putting ¢ in place of z,-
and. bringing « to follow on, why, I do bar the

- “APACHES ARE UP’ 247

: * Neil—he had been standing beside me while

SFB@ one foot on.an uncovered stone in the bed
of the creek, his m:uoé resting on his knee and his,
chin’ on his hand, as he stared out across the mono-
ﬁososm stretch of arid desert before us, baked to a
_ Ssﬂ% %oﬁoé by the glaring sun of that hottest of
hot states, stood up there é&p decision and looked
to me for approval. -

-1t was about three months later; and we had
had about the jolliest time of it &E.Bo. those three
months that any two fellows could .,ﬁmw for. We
had headed mﬂmm%&\ west first, and then struck
south-west until reaching Montana. South again
ancqw that state, to hunt elk—by which I mean.
f: noﬁmm ‘wapiti, since most people know that the
deer we call elk goes by the name of moose in
America—and big-horn, among the spurs of the
Rockies.: Then we had gone west once more, to
ﬁﬁmma @u@ lonely cafions and gorges leading to
cwaoém solitudes in the very heart of the moun-
tains; and there Neil got his o.ENNw.ﬁ more than-
one, _uu\xzaw way, L&Hosmw on a certain occasion one
mmm&\ got him. And now the Wmua. of fate,
closing s@os us, had brought us down at last to
the sun-dried desert of Arizona.

, OQBEJ\ it was a queer place at which we had
landed; this Mexican village. Perhaps it numbered

a ?5&8& Swmﬁgﬁmsﬁm all ﬁoE and a more super-
stitious, ignorant, generaily Qm_ummwm set it would
have beén hard to find. HW@:. chief amusement
and ‘Onoc..HquoHa in life seemed to be oOoW-mm&ﬂDQ ;
~ their highest ambition . . . I had vyet to %mooﬁﬂ.
-the existence of any amibition at all. Life with

'CHAPTER XXI

“APACHES ARE UP!’

OW of all the queerest, most decep-
tive, and, in a word, unsatisfactory.
rowww and corners of this universe,.

2  I'm blessed if we've not wnnﬁ.nw._

"¢ Why, you unconscionable .,.Homu said I, Hooﬁbm,
up from the letter I was scribbling on a mmﬁ stone
beneath.the shade of the alder bushes, “isn’t m.:m
uncivilized enough for you yet?” _

“Too much so,” he answered with a m&wcm.,.
"ve been
sampling here is the product of uncivilization,
which I'm inclined to doubt. I can stand flies:
well enough, all sorts and any amount of them,

>

from sandflies to skeeters; and that’s saying a good

lively and interesting objects thereby named ; and
since we're not pachyderms, you and I, I vote we'.
clear out of this in short order.”
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‘APACHES ARE UP’ . 2 ﬁ .

higher, mgfaq down hotter and woﬁﬁ. \nwaocmﬁ
the leafy screen of the ooﬂom.éoo& and what little .
‘breeze there was died - away oogwmmﬁ&ua leaving all
nature parched and gasping beneath the heat of
the fiery glow. I got through -my letter, and. had -
just risen from Buw Q.mB@wm @oﬂﬁow on the stones,
‘when I caught sight of my chum coming back.
He s.mm striding mHODQ as-if in haste, and, @ﬂgﬁmw_.
my letter in my pocket, I walked off to meet him. -~
“Well?” T called, before we came up to mmnw,
other. “Got it out of him?” |
“Aye, though I honestly Uomﬁa his reverence. :
was lying. Fort Webster must be more ?mﬁ.ﬁ_
twenty miles off, though he swears it’s not.” o
“Perhaps,” suggested I with a Hmc.mr “ he’s’
following the example of the. Irish peasants, ﬂ&o.
“always give their questioners the sort of msmﬁwmwm”,_
they fancy will please them best.” e
“Perhaps. Let that go ﬂwoco& I've, mogmﬂgwm.
else to say to you. Mail’s not in; and
“Hallo! Has Gunter got back 2.” :
“Aye. Says it’s been m&mw.oa and no %osaﬁ......
Brought a bit of bad news with him, too.”
" “What's that?” asked I.

“ Apaches are up!” ,
I whistled. “Moonshine, or truth ?” :
 “True enough!” broke out Neil, with one of his
rare -oaths. “Left their reservations and come
down north of Tucsonville, . Usual programme, of:
course. Gunter had it at first hand. There’s-
a man up- there just come in, and - Left his:
~ ranch-house %mmﬂmamﬁ morning, as trim and snug a-

- » E -
little place as you'd care to see ; ; wife waving good-

. 3\@ from the door, son, a lad. ow fifteen, left in
_ charge of his mother. _ONS@ back at night,—house
‘burnt to the ground,—wife and boy—the less said
of how he found them the better. Rode in
mﬁbo%ﬁ raving mad, Gunter says; swears he'll have
the life of a redskin for every hair in the heads of .
his.wife and son ; and I’'m with him in every word.
And that's the- Hsm&m whom stay-at-home philan-
 thropists, who know nothing of this sort ow thing,
< would wﬁd us bear in mind is a man and a
.,‘”...qoaoﬁroa ! I'm more 5&5@@ to put him down as a
devil.on the loose. Now then, what’s to be done,
“Frank? Shall we stay on here, and give these -
poor creatures a hand in getting over to Tucson-
ville, or go on there at once,and help the fellows to
hold. 9@ place against the reds in case they come
aoém sooner than they’re looked for??

I oommamHom for a moment.

‘“ How'many men are there at Haomowﬂzm 27

“TFifty whites, all told, wmﬁBq the women and
o_EEmos ‘Mining" camp with some gilt on, that
Emoo“ and they’ ve come in from the construction
camp up. the river.” :
-« Two won’t make much &m.mamaoo there, then,
and.it may make all in the world here. Better
stay on-and give them 2 hand. Where’s Dsﬁ@.u »
= :mﬂ,amr& it back to Tucsonville. Only came
in to give warning here, and is off again as hard as
his mare can carry him. His wife’s %Oﬁaﬁ. Says
he oxwooﬁm they’ll try to Emw the place before dusk,
and if he gets in without having his hair lifted he’ll
thank his lucky stars for it.”

:> bad look-out for the memmﬁ.w here, then.

.-
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up came the men, fresh from the main,
his bird, living or dead, E&on his arm, and our
troubles began.

ODF. the Bmﬁmm& men, among the whole crew,

were In any sense to be depended upon, and even
they, in point of discipline, were a long sight harder
As for the rest of -
the fellows, the instant that the imminence of the :
danger and the pressing need for immediate flight -

- to manage than the women.

forced itself upon them, they went a long way
towards disorganizing our little band altogether.

Without the m:qwﬁ@mﬁ regard for ownership they-

made for the nearest durro or mule, dragged it by
‘main force from the children who had it by the
bridle, and lashing the poor brute into a gallop,
started at the top of its mwmma for Tucsonville:
The rest of the cowards ransacked the houses for
weapons, and failing to find them, turned on the
women, wrenching them from those who had
secured them for mu@s‘ husbands, and savagely ill-
using and. striking them when they refused to give
.them up. The Emwﬁ made us furious, all the mor
-850 because, hampered as we were with our nmmm_
‘and horses, we were all but helpless to interfe
To have let go of either for an instant would ha
been simple madness ; the cowardly wretches would
have been off with mﬁa before we could have
turned our heads ; ahd the spirited brutes, for the
part, only added to our difficulties by plunging 2
rearing until it was all we could do to hold. them
I saw one cowardly thief of 2 Greaser mﬂmmH.__
behind Neil as, his bridle over and his rifle occupy
ing his left arm, he stooped to lift a child. outo

each S.&H
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the. press, and make a dexterous grab at the
evolver and cartridges in his belt. I could only
hout out a warning, it was impossible to get near;
c,. he felt the hand at his belt in time, and turned
like lightning to send his fist straight from the
.mwo&aou right into the scoundrel’s face, thereby
.oowmamamio@ mmﬁcﬁmgsm that young man, and
sending him off a promising subject for the exercise
fithe ingenuity of a dentist. To do the little
nm st 'no more than justice, he came out like a
He was here, there, and everywhere in the
h umu his black gown flying, the sacred vessels
inder one arm and his beloved game-cock beneath .
h ‘other, exhorting, H.&uarpdmu imploring, all in
vwmmmg and it was, I honestly believe, mainly
wing. to his assistance as regarded the one and
o:that of the dogs with respect to the other, that
e at last succeeded in getting the human and
¢ contingents under way for Tucsonville.
m.,amsw ” broke out Neil in sheer admiration,
when for one brief moment we came within speak-
distarice of each other, “ 'l take back what I
id-about his ‘reverence the Padre! He’s white,
& J\. inch of him. Look. at him now! No
ypocrite, by Jove!'as staunch to the sacred as
o the’ secular, mna his scalp in Qmsmﬂ._ - Right
yor are, sefior. ' Get to the front of ’ mBu ms&_ go

¢ APACHES ARE UP’

Bw mQﬁ astride on his burro, his short Hmmm
gling from beneath hiscassock,” and. started
1n Hozﬂ to mwOé the way ; while Neil led ?w mare
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THE WORKING OF FATE = - 2:g

. crowd of women and children in the space beyond

. them, while higher and higher rose the breastwork
-of sand, -as 9@ sun dipped lower and lower towards
mpo west. A motley crowd they were, and among
" them some of all sorts ; store-keepers, bar- ﬁmu@owm
. pfospectors, and BEQ.m to whom the présent was
cevery-day work, and assay clerks who had never

nogEob danger had drawn them all together ; and

CHAPTER XXI

like horses, thinking nothing of rest or refreshment,
THE WORKING OF FATE .
SRR T was just as well that we had sent ‘%mm
- < =e little priest ahead in order to remove’
4 doubt as to our own identity, for we
=g . monsa the place, a “ mining-camp énﬁ_..
some gilt on,” as Neil had truly termed it, pretty
well in a state of panic.. An attack might be-
expected hourly now, and the band of Qmwmbmwwmu.__
as represented by some forty or fifty white men, 5
were still working all they knew, with gﬁ.w mﬁmwoaﬂn_
dogged energy of those who know ﬁwﬂu lives are
at stake, to strengthen the camp against the ex-
pected rush by the Indians.  With the first breath:
of alarm thé work had begun; every white in g%o__
place, not to mention the few gmﬁnwnw .ﬁwoao»__
having toiled since daybreak, under direction oﬁ
the sheriff, in the task of throwing up m&.ﬂ%oﬂw.m_
for the purpose of covering the defenders. And it
was worth something to see that little band of
resolute men, a dogged determination on every
hard, weather-beaten face, working shoulder to.;
. 258

“down bare muscular arms as the oomm&owm Soam_
éouﬁ on.

mﬁmﬁm who combined in his own person the double
owmomm of sheriff and mayor, welcomed the two
“of us- sﬁw cordiality as a couple of additional
mmmmm@oam, But the sentiment could scarcely be
“said fo extend  to the contingent of Wm:&omm
“creatures we had brought with wus. .

. “More mouths to H.mma and nary a mﬁOW@ of
éowr to be'got outer them,” he remarked discon-
‘tentedly, as' he sized them up. “Reckon you
-couldn’t well leave ’em’ though,” he added- reflect-
vely. “Right back to the centre thar with em,
- boys ; %@. 11 find the rest of their outfits thar a
‘waiting” for 'em. Got in safe, €h, is that what
you're . asking, gents? The yellow skins you
‘mean?  Oh no, I reckon not,” and the speaker

ngoa .“Leave a Greaser alone to save his
o

'

;- shoulder at their self-imposed Smw a defenceless

~handled a pick or shovel in their lives. But the
-one and all gm% toiled and heaved in the trenches -
“while. the torrid mea. beat down on them, the awomm _

standing on sunbufnt - foreheads, and coursing

~The mroa_m. a tall gaunt citizen from the Silver
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F

Obm oo&a almost have guessed as much by the
“mere look of the man. He sat on the summit of
* the earthwork, his knees drawn up till his’ chin
rested upon them on his crossed hands, staring,
~with a horrible stony steadfastness of gaze, across
" the dry immensity of plain; never shifting the
" direction of his glance, never moving, except when
~ his fingers-went down, as if drawn by an irresistible
- fascination, to handlé with a caressing gesture the
- riflesthat lay by his side, or the six-shooter with
~which he was belted. ~ We mounted the earthwork’
and approached to within a few yards of him ; Neil,
~ in the frank kindness of his heart, going forward to.
~say a word or two. He glanced up then, and his
. face, by its mere borror of expression, made the
~-onlooker shudder. Behind the faint momentary
~flicker of curiosity that recognized us as strangers,:
there showed nothing but a reckless despair, terrible
- because coupled with a savage ferocity of purpose,
~banishing all that was human from the human face,
-and leaving nothing behind except the mad, brute
- passion for vengeance. And a few hours had done
“that! Terrible to think of the possibilities dwelling
- in human nature! ' Till then, all untried as I was,
[ would not have believed that the passion for
“revenge could have Uaosmg & man to such a pass
_as that,
" «That fellow’s beyond comfort, m,HmaW ? mmHm
.,Zm; to me in a. low voice, rejoining me after he
‘hadstood looking: on in silence, finding his words
- fell on deaf ears.

- “Desper't |” inquired our companion, who had
overheard the last word. “You bet he is. Nary

figures showing darkly against the opal-tinted sky, -
there were few of the men to be seen, even within
those few minutes. The order had been obeyed
without question or hesitation, and three-fourths of

the town’s stalwart defenders were lying down in:
the trenches in which they had just been working,
under- the protection of their comrades. on guard,
with rifle and revolver at hand, ready at a moment’s .

- . alarm to spring to their feet. = As we walked away "
together in the direction pointed out, we passed-
more than one motionless figure bivouacking at the
foot of the earthwork. Neil looked down at them
with an expression that was strangely earnest. .
“They’re a rough lot,” said he, “some of all sorts.:
among them, black sheep enough too, I'll be bound,”

but I'm blessed if they don’t make one respect them -
more than any fellows I ever knew. See that chap

we passed just now! Down he lies on the bare.
earth, to sleep till they kick him up. at midnight,

to stand and pump his Winchester at dawn, most

. likely, as long as his ammunition holds out, into a.
. horde of yelling Apaches, knowing all the time that-
" . .if the luck turns against him he’s a prospect before.
 him that might knock the courage out of any man.
- The notion of the slow fire and. scalping knife isn't
exactly one to commend ‘itself to the HBmBSmﬁou,m.

in cold blood—yet he sleeps on!”

As we passed along by the trenches, one of the

men with whom I bm& been working, Boxsmbm.
again to his post as sentry, touched my arm.. -
“Say. See that galoot setting over thar ? That’s

Rube Garfield. EHB as Had his old éoBmS_msa_
boy killed by the —— cusses yesterday.”
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266 A SETTLER’S STORY

lips of every soul in the place ; and whether I liked

or not, there was nothing for it but to listen to the

whole terrible story, in all its hideous details of e

incident.

“Yes, young man, and it won’t be the last thar'll .
‘be heard of in these parts, you kin bet your life,” -

L

wound up the woman briskly. “ When they
bloodthirsty varmints gits on the war-path, as they.
call it, ’tain’t one murder, nor ‘two neither, as will -

put the devil to sleep they've got inside them:

I reckon you’re going back to the trenches now,

ain’t you? Wal, u\oc“: hev it kinder quiet for a

spel, I suspicion. The cusses dom’t attack at .
night, the boys calculate, only at dusk or dawn.
It’s dusk now, and nary one in sight, so I reckon:
we've got breathing time till morning. Then we'li ;
- see which way the luck’s going.” | .

“You take it pretty quietly,” I said, won to
admiration of the cool stoicism shown by this.

woman in speaking of a danger which would wmﬁ
put the ooﬁwmmd of many men to the test.

“Hev to,” she answered with a quiet laugh.;
“It’s as folks are used to, you see. Say, I don't
know what it 'ud be like to go to sleep nights if ‘T

didn’t shet my eyes WDOSEQ that I mightn’t hear
first thing next morning as the Apaches were up.

I was born and raised in a prairie schooner, you:
see, and I've lived in Arizony since I was as high
as' #hat, so I've been sorter used to. the pesky’
varmints all my life. Skeery? Wal, no, I dunno;

as I'm partick’lar skeery. You out thar air safe to

keep 'em out so long’s you kin; and ef so be as

the luck goes agin us and they rush the’ camp
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. why, we looks to you men ter see as nary a white
“child or woman gits inter the ciaws of gﬁb red
‘devils living, that’s all.”
© . She said it coolly, calmly, as if the terrible
 alternative shadowed forth by her words were .
~_simply the most ordinary of every-day occurrences.
- Then as she bade me Good-night she stood -for a
.. moment staring at me hard, apparently taking-
_ ‘stock of my features with a lively interest ; after
~which proceeding, as if impelled to the question by:
‘the force of unrestrainable curiosity, she inquired,
- with some eagerness—
" “Say, you ain’t brothers, air you?”
I stared in my turn.
©. “Brothers? Who?”
~-“You and tother young feller. The dark one.
Him as is gone ter fix the hosses.”
-~ The mere notion tickled me. It was the first
“time I had ever heard any such suggestion as that.
-In mere build and physique, apart m.:ommgma from
~cut of feature, colouring, and the rest, Colquhoun
~and] were so utterly %mm:ﬁ;ma a pairthat I wmm&po&
“outright as I told her, No.
- «] knowéd you warn’t,’ she rejoined with a
88@8&@32@ nod. “Knowed it as soon as I
‘sot’ eyes on ‘yer. Hedn't no savey, Susan, when
" she suspicioned as what that feller stuck to might

H?m was mﬂﬂmq ooB@rnmﬁm& ‘What on earth
Smm ‘the woman driving at? Her words and
manner both pointed to someéthing in the back-
ground, But I was completely in the dark as to
vhat that could be.
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270 A SETTLER’S STORY

“What does he mean by his lies?” I broke out

hotly.. “Wants to make us out impostors, does
he? That’s his game, isit? He shall pay for his
lying when I .

“Thar, you needn’t get riled,” Ho@mww& the Hm&x
soothingly.  “I knowed he was lying, bless you

¢]

all the time he was gassing ’bout yer both. Came:"
- out to the trenches to get a sight of the pair of you, .

)

I did, soon’s I heard him, and a one-eyed buffalo
could ha’ seen as the two of you hevn’t come o’ the -
same stock. Let alone that, I'd take the word of
any man agin hisn. I would, you bet, ef ¥ didp’t
know him from Nebuchadnezzar. Thet's the cuss—
as shot Long' Jack last night. Ain’t nary one ou.,

’em told yer that?”

“Great Heaven!” I broke out,” as much ﬂmwwa.u_._
-aback by the cool Zusouciance of the speaker as by.-
the Eﬁﬁrmoﬁom itself.- “You .Bomb to mm&w.uwob__

fellow is a murderer ?”

“ Well, thet’s jus’ what we can’t. ﬁn& yet, you see/?

3

explained my informant with coolness,and an c\n\nmw,_,__
. unconsciousness of any contradiction in terms.:
“The inquest hevn’t been held, not yet. He killed -
his man, ef ﬁwmﬁm what you want ter know. You.
don’t ‘catch on,” noticing my bewildered expression,
“ T'll tell you then, so’s you kin savey. Two nights:
back one or two of them prospectors come in from

the camps up the river, and yonder feller was along

of them. I disremember how it come about ; but"

o

anyhow they were all in the saloon up mpmz. las
night, drinking and playing poker. My old man

b4 .

?B as sent you here, was thar with the rest, and -
he says they got to words, and then ILong Jack'
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- threw down his chips all to once crying out as

tother was playing it low down on him. An’

- before you could have said ‘Kerwhop’ this cuss,
+ tother one, you know, out with his derringer and
shot him dead. They’d have.sot on him at sun
- up, for the inquest I mean, and things would hev
" been all fixed by now: but when the news came in

about Rube Garfield’s wife and boy, they concluded

¢ to git on wi’ the digging and let the inquest stand
/- over.. So thet’s why that feller is loafing around
- -for now, and

3

“And you mean to say,” interrupted I, “that he,

- as.good as a convicted murderer, is hanging about
~on the loose like that, waiting to stand his H&
-for his life ?

-« Ain’t thet just what I’ve been ﬁszm u\os P

.+ demanded my fair informant impatiently. “Say,
you ain’t deaf, air you? What's thet you say?
- Might streak it out er here, is thet what you meant,
_young feller ? Sakes alive ! and whar could he git
7 to, I'd like ter know, and the Apaches up! Mighty
- keerful of his scalp, you bet, that sort o’ varmint;

. ain’t got backbone enough to skin out and risk it,
~let alone as thar ain’t nary a man in Tucsonville
“'but is kinder keeping one eye on him.—So you
' ain’t brothers, ain’t you, you and tother young

ogwu That’s something, that is. I sorter sus-

- picioned it warn’t all on ‘the squar over that poker

and so did my old man. Could lie in one way

‘most as éo: as another, I reckon, and thet’ll help -

- the EJ\ some in gDmEQ 5 their verdict, you
bet”

Hfm might be all very well, and perfectly com-
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rig or the hypocrite is Bﬁnﬁ in my line; and yet
am bound to state that I did kick at zoo course
> ‘which fate was trying so hard to tie me down—
ni m&”mB@ﬁ in which she was succeeding with-
out:a’chance of my escape. I knew well enough,
of course, that as a loyal and law-abiding citizen, I
owed a duty to the State ; and to some it may seem
that, ‘however abhorrent me course, that duty re-
E_H.o@ me to come forward and state what I knew,
n;order to prevent a cowarlly and cold-blooded
murderet from being turned loose to work further

my hostess calmly, after bestowing upon me
another searching glance. “I allow you know
him. Your face talks ahead of your tongue,
young. feller, and t'other can’t catch up nohow.”
“And if I did know him,” interposed I defiantly,
“that is no one’s business but my own.”
. “ Maybe not, you-take it,” responded the woman
quietly. “But the boys here won’t look at it that
way, you bet; and when the inquest comes on
yvou'll be subpaenaed to say what you know about
the character of the prisoner, that’s all. "If you
dow't know him, you've oE% oot to swar it; and mischief on society. But to my thinking,the personal .
if you do, it’ll be a mighty convenience to the jury, lémentin the case went hard against that obligation. -
and put the thing through considerable for them. QEHQL Of that, knowing what I did, I Hpmm not
You aint a fool, and you kin see that, I reckon. ‘a'shred of doubt, and, that being so, the fate coming
Sakes alive ! who'd hev suspicioned it'd eventuate Smﬁﬂmi% upon him would be richly merited.
like this!” , _ “ompunction might seem almost out of place ; yet
I got away at last and out into the street. So fancy few men, standing as' I did then, would
that was what lay ahead of me. 1 had believed relish the prospect of muaﬁq themselves forced to
that chapter of my life to be closed and for ever: pay off an old reckoning in such a fashion as that,
done with, and here were the pages slowly unroll- being compelled to kick, aye, and kick unmerci-
. ing themselves before my eges once more. This iy, a wmzoé who was down.

- was the way in which I was to reap my sowing on Retribution! Aye! Why on earth should the
board the Leander five years ago. _ ._wwomowmam keep on at that as they do? One would _
It was the relentlessness of the thing; the resist- ink-at times, to judge by the pains they are at to
less working of fate, the utter inability to act in; ress the law of retribution on their hearers, that
opposition to it, that staggered me then. I was _pm% suppose themselves to have discovered a new
Eap>mmmm<mdwmoﬁmBoumﬁwﬂarmﬁmme%mm

being carried down with the stream, and must g .
with it, that was all. The casting die of Staunton’s 10 wsoé for himself that he is bound to reap what
oosmm%omwcnaamm EBowvmﬁoH.ango%oms

fate was mine to throw, willingly or ﬂsgzﬁmaw |
was to be compelled to pay off old scores against: ell him:: My requital was coming to me, closé at
_ mna now, every minute bringing it nearer; coming,

him, whether I would or not. . :
I don’t think, speaking with modesty, that th et ina s.ma; little dreamed of, even %mb ‘Had
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«Now?”. was all I asked briefly then, as I

- carefully examined rifle and revolver. .
7 «“Aye!” he answered between his teeth. ~“If .
. she’s‘anywhere she must be in the church, and .I

- locked the door. Those fiends are safe to take it’
.. that fugitives are there, and fire the place, and’ if

" they do no more than break it open . . . A help-
. less creature, and a girl!” "He ground his teeth

" as he jerked the revolver from his belt and HOOW& ,
. to the loading. _
.. “Who told %o¢ she was missing ?” asked L

- “The mother. I'd gone to get water for the

- horses, and was crossing the street there, when a .
- ‘Mexican woman rushed up and fell on, her knees
 at my feet, shricking and praying for the life of
~ her child. T was thunderstruck, until I got at her
‘meaning . . . Andl, who thought my work done,
and done, Heaven forgive me, as well as a man
~ might! Vet I could have sworn I had got them
~allout! Come on, old lags!”

By this time, as I have done my best to mM@HmE
: zew hastily thrown-up entrenchments extended
‘right round the mining camp, with the exception
‘“of a single space, twelve feet across or so, which,

- having been left untouched in ‘order to serve as a
- means of entrance and exit, was now being barri-
~caded for the night with everything at hard that
~could be pressed into the service. A huge wagon
“had been drawn across the opering, the wheels
_sunk half-way to the axles; and every remaining
"interstice, beneath or beyond, had been blocked
by means of sand-bags, beams, and even boulders
f 8:& up from the broken ground near the sﬁmw-

CHAPTER XXII

TO THE Hﬁwmodm

question, after hearing \nrmﬁ Years of
intimate friendship, of constant com- -
radeship had not been thrown away;
and knowing him as I did, I could read his purpose -
now just as well as if his soul had lain open to my .
eyes. I, too, said nothing, asked nothing further,
but, stepping across to- Oo,anoso swung down my
L own saddle in my.turn-and laid it on his back.
i -+ The clank of the stirrup irons came to Neil’s mmam,.___

~#-°  "-and.his head showed from beneath his saddle-flap -
B in a moment. He looked at me sharply, his black -
eyebrows knitted, a suddenly softened expression .
crossing the set ‘'sternness of his % face, and I saw his. -
lips part as if in act to speak. But the change was'
merely momentary and died away in an msmﬁmﬁn._
his mouth tightening as before into the same set
i : lines of dogged determination. Then he went on
T girthing ber up in silence, and not another word -
| passed between us until that was done by both and .
the horses ready to leave the stable. .
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- two Britishers ain’t under my orders, but the gate’s
_shet for the night, thet’s all, and nary man opens

~ and swung himselfinto his saddle. Gunter, standing -

m v nrm e shoe

- springing from the open doorway of a shanty close -

) * " "
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~form and features of a young and exceedingly
pretty woman. Pretty, as far as outline went,
- but now the face was blanched and strained, while -
the eyes were dilated by the shadow of a terrible
* - fear; and I thought of Louise with a quick catch-
Sing of the breath, as I looked on and listened.
« “Jim!” she cried wildly, clinging to Gunter in a
 very agony of terror, “Oh, Jim, you ain’t a-going
- to leave me here! I can’t be left, I can’t! Think
- how Rube Garfield found his wife last night when
.+ he got back! Itll be that with me, if you go and
~ ‘leave me. Oh, don’t let it be like that for me”
“Her voice g.owm" down with a gasp of mqom%;
.gwum S
o «ItH pever. be like that for you, pPﬁnzo
_._._mnm.amwmm. Gunter, a stern ring in his voice that
+conveyed its own meaning. “And you'll be all
. right here, till I git back. TI’ll not be long gone;
,,,..no\n more’n an hour or so, I reckon. One of mamB
i Greaser girls-has been left at the village over
. thar, and that’s who we’re going to bring . in.
. You wouldn’t m,nmgmm her her life, would %Q.
- dear?”
. “Greaser! éwmﬁum the Greasers to me? :.Q.mma
" the girl wildly, under the stress of the terrible over-
. mastering selfishness that with some natures is
~the inevitable outcome of mortal fear. “You
; _rm&nﬁ married her, and you married me! Only
two months back that was, and you swore youd
. take care of me long’s you lived! Is it taking
“care of me to go off and leave me for the Injuns
to burn and torture to death like that other
woman? Don't go,” Jim, don’t! I shall die if

.Garfield’s wife and boy. Thar ain’t men -enough,”
following up the advantage given him, as revealed
by an angry quiver shooting through the group of -
‘his hearers, at a touch that had gone keenly home,

“to go outer here cavorting arter Greasers. These .

_vu

it agen; by thunder!” He turned to Colquhoun.’
“Must hev a mighty hankering arter hearing your
ribs crackling to the music Om a slow fire, since -
youre so desperit anxious to put yourself in the
way of it. ’Tain’t your blame the gal stayed
behind. Qughter hev hollered out, and not :
- hung back to let white men stand the chance of m.._,.___
“roasting to fetch her.”

For mon answer Neil set his foot in the wﬂﬁ.c@___

in advance of his mates, swore with considerable
fervour and fluency, mba Hoorom from the sheriff 8_ :
- the two of us. :

“It's a blamed mean %Emi said he. M\.oc_,.
“two hev stood by us like squar men ‘to-day, and ef
- I don’t stand by you now my name ain’t Jim:
Gunter '—Say, Buck Walton, one man ain’t much
more nor less, I reckon ; and I'm going to see the -
Britishers through, you bet. Hold on till T get’
my hoss, you two. She’s right over thar.” _

But just as the speaker turned to cross to the
lines of haltered horses, a wild piteous shriek rang
out on the still evening air; and a. dark figure,

at hand, rushed up to him and caught him by the -
arm. The light, striking just there, showed the
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“ness by any spoken words. Forward still, and

- no words to thank you! Many a man in your
_place might have held himself justified in standing -

- was akin to that of a dog or horse, and he hit it off

286 A SETTLER’S STORY

the darkness gathered and fell, until the blackness
of night came down -on us, bringing with it at
least some measure of reprieve; and the snapping
barks of the copotes, wailing out of the distance
far ahead, gave assurance that there all was as
yet undisturbed. Then Neil turned the mare
suddenly towards Comanche, and I caught the |
shining of his eyesin the darkness as he leaned over
from his saddle and his knee struck against mine.
“0Old fellow,” he said—and there was a quiver in’
his voice, while the slight but nervous fingers that
grasped my own bad a quiver too in them, vibrat-
ing through all their firmness— you've stood by
me like a true friend to-day, and I'm dumb—Ive

CHAPTER XXIII

GUNTER BRINGS THE MAIL

. ESERTED indeed the village looked as
we rode up the narrow straggling street
between the adobe huts towards the

o ST & plaza. There was no moon as yet, and

~_'the hill rising behind San Diego, its craggy HomWw

- literally overhanging it, cast a deep mmn-a.mmogwm

" shadow at its base’; but a faint after-glow still came

- from the west, mnm..mnﬁonn&wm objects showed with

- .a certain distifictness. Before us rose the dark mass

of the little church, its roof silhouetted like black

- marble against- the star-spangled sky, in the so-

= lemnity of silence, its heavy door shut close, just as

we had left it, how many hours ago? The faint
~breath of the night-breeze rustled the leaves of the

- stunted trees in the plaza close at hand, but no

" ‘other sound broke the oppressive stillness. The

 place was like a city of the dead. Suddenly, from

"+ out of the darkness. to the right came a snapping,

& mum&wsm cry, and our horses started and quivered

" astwo or three dark objects scampered away almost

: H.aw.,oB beneath their hoofs. :

. 287

t=)
Give us a

back, considering all. You haven’t
grip of your hand, Frank.” ,
Then he settled down in his saddle again, and
we held the pace on for the Mexican village, I
scarcely think I could have found the road in. the
darkness of night; but Neil’s instinct in that respect

without halt or question, as he galloped there beside
me. Soonacross the plain, until the dark buildings
of San Diego loomed up against the paler night sky; .
and on passing one of the outlying adode huts the
mare snorted and sprang aside from a white object
by the wayside. It was a goat that had been left
behind ; and its presence, as it ran off with a sudden
cry, proved thay we must be close to the deserted
village. .
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200 A SETTLER’S STORY

went quivering through his voice. Another moment,
and we stood together in the dark and silent church.

The moon had risen, and her light streamed
through the windows and fell in sheeted whiteness
on the clay floor of the little chapel, the black
shadows of the objects within cutting across its
g.::mno% like the outlines of mmammﬁo figures
drawn by a giant’s hand. After a'moment, for we
had no time to lose, at his wish ] started to go
through the little building in the darkness and

-make what search I could, he HmemEbW, to guard

the 'door, and so prevent the possibility of the girl’s
giving us the slip, since naturally she could not be
supposed to guess either our errand or intentions.

But my search proved useless. Assuredly, as far
as one could speak positively in the darkness, no.

living creature besides ourselves, no HEBED being

- at least, was in the church.

“Don’t seem to be any one mvoﬁ, ? mma I, coming

to a standstill beside him at"last, “ but she may be
here for all that. Ten to one that if the poor liftle -

creature heard the door open she would hide herself -
‘as best she could in sheer. fright. Precious little
light in here, and for all she’s to know te the con- -

trary, we might be a brace of Apache braves.

There’s no saying that she’s not fast asleep, m#ﬁmﬁ..w.
It won’t do to risk lighting the candles on the altar -
yonder : these lighted windows would show across
the plain for miles. Nothing for it but to wait”’

He nodded. “ Right you are. She must be here,

if she’s anywhere, that's certain. There’s no other
way by which she could have got out—I made sure’:
of that when I was bringing them off this morning. -

g
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And,” he added with sudden determination,. “if
" she’s here, I've got to find her! I dont quit a

* thing till I'm through with it; and I'll not leave the
" place until daylight proves she’s not in the church.”

- Qut to the church door we went again, and

) " waited there in the darkness and stillness, the

latter broken only by the sharp snapping bark of

- . the copotes, near or distant, or the ring of an impa-

tient hoof striking the stones. Neil stood ot one

" side, his back against the door-post, his arms

crossed on his. chest; and I leaned against the
other, with the ronom hitched to the railings

_.x,._uwmoy.m us, watching and waiting for the dawn.
' Then my thoughts took flight away northward, and
" T wondered how all was at Berry Flat, after all
" these months of absence; what Louise would be

doing now, and.whether the days went fast or slowly
with her, away up yonder, while the breadth of half
a continent lay still between us. So the hours

. passed on, and still we kept that lonely vigil, with

not so much as a sound coming from the deserted
church behind us, and nothing but the yelping barks

| seoof the copofes to stir the aom& dull silence of mmm
. night.
€ 0dd how anzﬂmﬁmsﬁom oﬁmmq@ a mw:oé 2 ZQW
mmﬁ at last, bregking in on the mﬂzsmmm suddenly.

“ Away up north, you remember, I hated to hear a

~ wolf howl; and now, every u_\m:u from the little.
g.ﬁmm yonder is'music to my ears.”

- Up north ! The words recalled another recollec-
ﬁoP banished for the time, and as we stood there

- waiting for the dawn, I told him all I had learned
- from our hostess last night, and of my meeting
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“her comrade’s share in addition to hér own. Tt

 rise had begun to show beyond the stretch of leve
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- % Great Scott!” cried my chum, his.keen sight
standing him in good stead. It's Jim Gunter!”

. Gunter it was, and as he came on and he saw
heé was recognized, he ceased his wild gesticulations
and advanced at a more leisurely- pace. ‘

2}« Took it you fellers might conclude I was an
“Injun,” he panted, throwing himself off his labour-
ing mare as he brought her to a standstill, and
H..oo%swwm het girths while he spoke. mmﬁy‘%oa
two, it’s all a blamed plant ! That cuss has.fooled
you, by thunder ! but he’s paid for it now.” .
«What on earth d’you mean?” we cried to-
gether. : S

T Vou ain’t found nary ‘gal in the church, hev
you? No, you bet not! She’s safe in Tucson-
ville! ‘He'd her cachéd there all the'time, and sent
you two out to bring her in, hoping to save his
neck that way, see? Twas like this,” he explained
hurriedly. - “Black Tom had gone to one of ‘the
“shacks to git some corn for his hoss, when he heard
"3 child .moan like, and found her cachéd thar, right -
_back. Said sheld been took thar overnight -and
told ef she hollered they’d kill her. Asked who
" done it, and she told us one of the Greasers,-and
the man as shot Long Jack. Heard what they’'d
said too,-and knew why they’d done it, and she out’
with-every word. The cuss knew that a word from
~-you could hang him, see ?—reckoned he didn’t stand
~a chance for his neck so long’s the pair of you are
s Tucsonville, and he got this up so’s to git you
out, concluding the redskins ud look ‘to it you
“‘didn’t come back. Buck Walton he wanted to-
‘hold on till you two come in and hev you sub*

knowing what's in them till you look, and that’s
a story as old as the days of Joseph. Never trust
overmuch to the memory of a fellow in love, that's
the ﬂoﬁ.&. He’d declare black was white wm you'd
let w:.P and then swear til! all“vas blue mwm.n what
he said had been just the contrary. Here you
are, _B%,,Ummzmom_ Steady, lass ! not sofast. The
MHW ,:Om all m.ooa comrades .mm ‘share and mwﬁ.m
. .Ooﬂmﬁabﬂ a Western-bred horse, used to hard
living from foalhood, preferred grass when he
could get it, and having been'stall fed for the last
week or two, barely sniffed at the corn. But the
chestnut, used to daintier living, ate it greedily
consuming, since he showed no Hbo.mbmﬁow for -

was fast growing light now, and away in the
direction of Tucsonville, the red glow of the sun-.

plain.

“What's that cloud of dust coming along
yonder?” cried Neil, suddenly, as he went __ﬁw___
replace the empty sack, staring over the back' o ,
the grey as he spoke. ,

We ._uozo gazed eagerly-in the direction in which
he pointed. At first only an advancing spurt of
dust .mwwé& on the level surface of the plain
.”._wsﬁ as it came nearer, it gradually resolved itsel
into the figure of a man on horseback, coming
,ﬂoémam us at top speed.. Nearer and nearer Qp&w :
came, until it was easy to see that the rider of the
foam-flecked roan was swinging his wide hat.
round and round his head, . T
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" along, I reckon, and I suspicion you're about right

298 A SETTLER’S STORY

take you on to the fort” He turned to me. «I-

say, old fellow, are you at-all keen on going back
to Tucsonville ?

“ Not a bit,” responded I «Sﬁm meiunmmn “Strikes
me that, to parody the old H&%BQ ¢ Om .Hzomos.q&o k

I've had nuoco.r 2

“Tell. you s&mﬁ then,” went on my chum, turn- .
ing again to Dssﬁﬂ. “We're going on to Fort
émdmwow ; that's our way moﬁw and we’il see to
that Usmaomm for you, if you like. That mare

would ?omw down with you before mw@ had got
half way.”

Gunter Husmrm& vmnw his hat, and gazed Hmmmnw;

ively at the roan.

“She’s tol’able blown,” ovmm?ma he. “I've _.
taken it out of her pretty .considerable coming -

>

Wal, you'll know what to say to the soldiers, and :

what we want done, and ef you’ll put that throug

for. us H“n.ﬁ take it mighty kind of you. I reckon I'd_
better git a fresh hoss and then go to ’liven the

boys up at Yuma. You'll come in with the
soldiers, mebbe ? No? Wal, so long, then.” .

Eo shook hands, mounted, and rode off, Eo.Eo._

o
his wearied roan to a meﬁo trot as he headed her

back for HsnmozS:ou from thence to proceed to
lay the first match fo a train which resulted fifteen -
ycars later in.so terrible a reprisal on the @maﬁ_ow -
the white settlers and the miilitary, that the effects

thereof remain to this day. Neil, leaning up against

his chestnut, watched him out of sight. I had m?mm&w.__
torn open my packet, and was glancing through ;” :

sﬁw gager haste,

__ “them—and I’ m down here

GUNTER BRINGS THE MAIL 299

“ Precious good job he didn’t go on to the fort,”
observed my companion, as the crown of Gunter’s
hat finally disappeared from view. That mare
SosE have stood a poor chance against Indian
ponies if he had been jumped by go redskins.
Emmom old man! Anything gone.wrong?”

He looked sharply at me as I stood staring
858&» at the paper I was clutching mechanically.

“ But to me, stunned and dazed by the shock: of
" a sudden blow, his words, his voice sounded faint

and far away.
“« Fyank ! Hold up, old fellow! What's amiss?”

The strong friendly grasp on my arm recalled

- " me to a sense of the present, and I turned and
- looked him in the face, the set calmness of my

tone sounding horribly unreal to my own ears.
. “D'you know what's going on away north?
That scoundrel Chassepét and the old witch

: negress are in league together, playing into each

other's hands, plotting mmmBmﬁ Gargon, against
Ly ? _
“What!” cried Neil, staring at me aghast.
«True enough.. That's not all: rw\nwb ‘here!
Remember last winter, and Roanoke? It wasn’t
by accident we lost the poor brute, Neil, it was part

" of a fiendish trick. That old hag SB@QR& with
?8 as she believed she had &anw& me, in order

“to play into the hands of her woﬂmm-mob And the
pair of them are away yonder, where ske is, making
"only Heaven knows what devil's plans between

Huu
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arm. “Steady, old fellow! don’t go that way.
There’s 4 God in Heaven still ; she has her father,
remember; and you’re coming! Fort Webster's

ozwbmmnomwwoma.w&.omc@doémum,oogoou..
Here! catch hold.” _

The sound of his voice broke through and cleared

away-the mist and confusion from my blinded eyes

and reeling brain; and I -caught at the rein he -

threw to me, and swung myself upon Comanche
with a sense of thankful relief. How good it. was
to feel the powerful horse moving beneath me once
more, and the blessed wind of Heaven blowing clear
and fresh against my forehead.. Action—action
was what I wanted then—anything to know that I
was in motion—on the way at least, however far
distant ! So we started, he and I, on our last
together. .
On we went across the plain for miles. The red
sun showed a glowing® disk, then rose aloft in
- splendour, his long level bearns making a glorious
carpet of the vast stretch before us. For the aspect
of the landscape had altered now, and an expanse
of rolling. prairie lay ahead and all around. Mile
after mile sped by, and still we kept the same
even pace ; steadily, for it. would have been short- -

sighted policy to throw away our-horses’ strength -

and speed too soom, with not a sound but the
pounding hoofs on the turf, half sand, half sward
-and the occasional jingle of bit or stirrup. But a
we rode there, neck and neck, we scanned th

LN

e

horizon closely to right and left; and time and . :

again one or the other would turn in his saddle to
throw a backward glance in the rear. For it

ride -

g’ o

" the Gila.

was .

KEIL COLQUHOUN-—-HERO 303

i ight
broad daylight not, and the danger égnwmsﬁwmw
had laid to rest was stalking up and mdwwm_, once
more. a demon of cruelty, ranging the plain with

b

e keen, far-sighted glance, mad ‘with the passion for

Bloodshed and murdeér. And whenever T looked to

_ . -,
At ‘the right, the same pair met my cyes. .me &mwﬁ-
-+ ing .W.Mm,sa\.. of the high-couraged chestnut, her wav
’ =]

ing mane, her tireléss limbs, her éwﬂ eye ; mwm&wwm
&Wg But “well-knit figure of her rider, bestriding
o

- - ) N Dwsq
' heér with an easy grace, his dark keen eyes scanning

the plain as they shone from the clear-cut, resolute

__ ‘ ,m
. face, the face that'to look on meant to know h

-was to be trusted to the death. | N
i ther.
“His eager face, in the clear @omﬁ.émw ,
W.Wwdwmwﬁ that last time by my side.” o
« Vonder's something hardly n&o.&.mﬁm@ to mewm”m
the passersby with pleasant mnﬁoﬁmﬁosw 2
Neil .&uéwﬂ%v breaking ‘a long silence, as he 1o
beside me. , . : .
He was pointing to an object at the side of the

. trgil detected by his keen eyes long before we

. o
came-up to it.” A minute later, and H too mmM.éwwl
it was. A simple mound of turf, with neither e

o . R - gﬂ
! closure nor headstone. Nothing to BE.W itex nww .
© " arude crossof wood, and painted roughly upor

17

the significant words—* HﬁEmm%M _ﬁﬂwmm%wmmmam
| .1 Wei ch sim

‘There are—O0r were—many Such St} i 0
in the wild regions drained by the head-waters ©

Neither of us made any further owﬂBoaMMwm
another mile or so went by. Not until @obimw Ew
heoin to notice’ that his chestnut was _

- U - . .

flagging.
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306 A SETTLER'S STORY

than my fellows; I could have .SWns my chance

in action with as much pluck as most men, I
honestly believe; but that would have been a
different experience, aye, widely different from this
relentless tracking by a troop of death’s messengers,
coming.down on us sosilently and swiftly. Behind
the seen lay the unseen, the hideous conjectured ;
and that held in it prospects and possibilities
calculated to appal the stoutest heart. : A

One glance, and we were in the saddle.. The

Indians, the moment they saw themselves observed,

sent up a wild yell of fiendish menace, and urging -

. their ponies to the gallop, came down like a g&il :

wind in pursuit. : e

Then began the race for life or death. Hn chn
have been @6 death fiicker, for all her old fire and
spirit had come back in that single moment to the

chestnut mare. As her rider sprang to the saddle ™
she lifted her fine head to send a long shrill neigh -
of defiance to the Indian poaies; and in the.
desperate race that followed she galloped neck by
neck and stride for stride with Comanche, as the -
* gallant beast charged up the rise at the best pace’
he knew. A dozen or more of the Apaches, seeing -

>

our object, raced theirponies like mad things along™
the slope of the swell in order to head us off, whoop- )
ing and yelling as they rode like demons broken

loose. Butwe had too good a start, and our gallant’

horses, as if knowing that the lives of their riders
depended on their exertions, responded’ nobly to .
the call.  Then, as we topped the ridge and swept -
along neck by neck towards safety, over the stretch
of F<& ground showing beyond, there came a

b
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‘sudden’ shout from Neil, a choking stort, a brief
storm of struggling hoofs on the turf, and his mare
* was down, breathing her gallant life out in short

breaking gasps, while a yell of triumph from the

_ painted mmsam coming on bekind made her requiem!

I pulled up in a moment, and sprang to the

: ,B.ossm beside him. He bad been riding her all
o wo knew, and she had literally dropped under him ;

but he had come down on his feet with the mmEQ

of a cat, and was standing across the prostrate
. mare. A single glance told she was beyond hope;
. “and he turned, a stern light in his eyes, to survey

the crowd of whooping H.&mwﬁm coming down on
‘us at breakneck speed. : : :
«Come on!” I cried, and turned to the grey.

“ We'll double bank him!”
‘His glance went swiftly from the panting horse

" to right and left.

« Better get his wind frst. He'll want it!

.‘wmr:,& the _uocﬁmam there ! I'll keep these screech-

ing fiends off a few seconds, at least” He ran his
eye over the troop as he brought the rifle to his

i shoulder. “Six, eight, twelve—over a couple of

dozen! Give an account of a few of ’em anyhow.”
He dropped on one knee as he spoke behind the

- friendly cover, resting his rifle-barrel on the edge

of broken . stone, and in another moment the
rip rap, vip rap of his Winchester sent for each
shot’s deadly precision an Indian pony scouring

o riderless over the plain, or else kicking helplessly
© 't the ground, in a spurt of stones and dust, only

to 8& over its rider and then lie still for ever.
Scarcely a shot but told ; and the Apaches, in spite
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. hundred yards distance, keeping up from thence

© a dropping fire from their chwﬂm ]Oomeo?w,_ BRI
" starting nervously every .- moment -as the balls S
,,__.,_,..._ﬁ&Ema and whistled harmlessly above his head. oy
- But now, as if more than satisfied by the reception
= %8\ had met ‘with, the few that were left .turned o
_*their ponies’ heads and scoured away across the . "z
. plain, still WoowEm up their demoniacal yelling and c
. screaming.  Neil fired his last cartridge and owmsma. T
the ?.omob of his rifle to cool, while I threw up my. .
hat with a cheer.

- “Well done, old fellow! Scotland for m<ﬂ,_ The -
vmmmmam have had enough.”

He turned his head mrm%@ to the H&.ﬂ \no.amam_
the point for which the half-dozen remaining
‘Apaches were heading ; and I heard him &Hmé Fm
breath through his teeth with a hissing gasp..

" “Have they? Look yonder.” H.Hm rose from
(R where he had been kneeling with the words ; and
- I 'looked, and knew. - :
=" Over the brow of a anEuoE.Sq swell, ooBEm_:
© on at a sure, steady, slinging Mmzowlm score—two
- score—a hundred at least, like Huwmb\noBm rising
from obscurity, followed by more, and more, and
more! A single glance was mso;qw for me. .
o +“Comeon!” and I mwammq to mpw saddle. _d@
~ behind me! It’s our last chance!” o
- No good,” he answered quietly. His eyes émnﬁ
. .mﬁ.ﬁq from the painted naked mm<mo.mm coming on
. to the horse beneath me. “He’s only good on.
~ one. Go on, old man, and God bless u»os* ﬁoﬁ
: éocasﬁ for yourself, I know,. vcﬁ . you've some
o oneelse. It’s different with me.” S
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312 A SETTLER’'S STORY

for all he was worth, and the awful race went on,
the generous brute responding nobly to the call on,
his strength and courage, going well and gamely
under his ‘double burden and exerting himself to-
the utmost. But the contest was too unequal, and
-could not last. One hour—half an hour’s grace to -
the labouring horse carrying us would have meant.
safety, 3?@205 for both. But the end had come-
at last, and that was not to be. He was bearing"
romﬁd\. on his bit as he galloped, the faltering;
quivering limbs seemed barely able to carry him
another hundred yards, and the gasping, labouring
breath came painfully: in our ears.
“Break his heart in another minute,” muttered.
Neil under his breath, as if speaking to himself;
and I, turning my head for an instant to see how:
. pear they were, felt his hand momentarily quit its
grasp of my belt, and saw that he was looking to.
the loading of his revolver. Good need! We had-
fired our last cartridge as far_as the rifles were’
concerned, and the six- -shooters were all we had. -
left. A hundred yards further, -and Comanche -
_came well-nigh to his Wummm ; but, staggering. for-"
ward a pace or two, the QmBo brute recovered
himself almost é;woﬁ a wm& and then stood still,
“utterly blown, running with sweat and trembling;
as if knowing he rm& unhorsed one of his riders.
and was waiting for him to remount. I never
knew at that moment whether the stumbling Om
the .horse had mcuq Neil from the croup, or
whethier he had . mQEmE\. anticipated it by Howwﬁm_
I shall never know now.

He bad got to his feet, and he Egma H.ozsa_mno..

“as 1 write.

" telling in him; .
. probability of a hideous death before him, never

- living ! !
.. flinchingly, revolver in hand.

NEIL COLQUHOUN—HERO 3I3 ,

o wmom the red devils as they came on at the gallop,
' charging us at breakneck speed, with wild whoops
. and u\azm of fiendish exultation, sure of their

The vision of his face is before me
The dark hair blown back from the |
high pale forehead, the teeth hard set .Um.bmm_ﬁy @.5, |
resolute lips, the glow of a stern determination 1n-
the steady light of the eyes. The blood o.m a long
Highland ancestry, running in his veins, was
and with all the prospect and

victims now.

had he showed himself more dauntlessly noow gmm
now—at bay. .
.« They want my scalp,” said he coolly, “but Il
baulk them this time.” He ran his fingers through

 his thick brown hair with a laugh of defiance, *

“Dead they may—but they shall never have me. -
> And he faced the onnoawsm..udmw un-

.

Mechanically 1 did the same. Life had come

_into very small compass for both of us now.
" Swifter than lightning’s flash a myriad thoughts,

instinct, each one of them, with a single intensest

" pang- of remembrance, of keen regret, surged-.
through my  brain—as - I waited there;

hard-
‘breathing, fiercely reckless now, intent only om_....

. driving the last desperate bargain and selling my:

life as dearly as I knew how—side by ‘side with.

T him. A single instant, the drawing of a breath,

and his voice sounded hoarsely beside me.
« Good for thirteen stone!” and he pointed to
Comanche. “ Not for three-and-twenty ! Go on,

© wiil you I
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316 . A SETTLER’S STORY

B.mBUmH nothing of the interval until I saw him
lying there, covered with the stars and stripes of
the Union, and found myself left alone with him ;

and for a long time I sat dry-eyed opposite, staring,’

staring with a sense of awful unreality at the

motioniess form bencath the flag, one thought, one .

am.B@Bde.snn only present with me, a memory that
will go with me until death. Not to sadden the
rest of life, to" fill it with vain and morbid eloom
and regret—God forbid! But a man iwowm life
has been won by the deliberate surrender of that of

another must of necessity look upon it thenceforth -

with other eyes, as if he held it by a different
tenure from the rest. And, though I did come

later to look on the other side, to find that the

world still held consolation—happiness—in it, when
I got back to Canada, and held my dear Ho<m mmmm.__
and well, in my arms, yet in that first rush of mmxﬂ..
nameless agony I loathed the life won at such a
Huznmu_.ms& would rather, aye! Ems#&%ﬁmw_rmw have-
been in his place than mine. Vet so strone was the.
sense of unreality living with me, @wmmmmsvm on me
then, that in sheer defiance, to give the lie to the
ogﬂ. voice that strove to cry into my ears the
terrible” truth, I drew aside the mmm at last and.

'looked beneath. Then the lifeless form, the features,

beautiful in the still beauty of death, the closed
eyes, out of which the life-light had gone for ever.-
brought the reality home to nie, and I_flung B%mmww
on him, breaking down in an agony of ,m&mw calling
him by name, aye! until the very muﬁgm#uw of my .

love might by its strong compulsion have seemed

powerful to reach him and bring him back from .

NEIL COLQUHOUN—HERO 217

beyond the gates of death. But he had for ever
gone across this world’s Great Divide; and no
miracle was wrought there for me. .

Our first-born bears the name Neil Stuart, and
to any of our friends who may express surprise at
his doing so in preference to any other, Louise is
accustomed to explain, in a few simple words, that

".‘the boy has been called so in memory of one to

..&Womw generous self-sacrifice she “is indebted for
her own happiness, and to whom the lad’s father
owes his life. Memory with me stands little in -

need. of quickening ; and yet whenever I hear the

“call of “Neil! Neil!” in the sweet tones of her

‘whom I love so dearly, there rises up again before
mle that unfading vision, and I see him once more,

. the other Neil, as T saw him then, when he left
‘my side and went forward to meet his fate, giving
up his own life for my sake, and to win happiness
for the woman he had loved.

Aye, loved. He had loved Louise as well as [,
and she never knew it, as I never knew it, until
1 came to look on him lying dead. Then, in
searching for the address of his only living relative,
his twin brother Kenneth, in order to acquaint
‘the latter with the news of his loss—I came upon
something which revealed to me inadvértently the
secret of his love—the one love of his life. Only
five words, and a date—a date long previous to

" the time of our betrothal, when the field had been
open to us both: but that date was one that I too
had good reason to remember, and my perceptions

‘had been quickened now. Then by the light of that -
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320 A SETTLER’S STORY

“-do no good to themselvés. Siempre locos, los

Ingleses. Said I not so?” .
And the speaker, a low-browed, sallow-faced
Mexican, turns with a contemptuous shrug to

. contemplate the white monument that marks the

resting-place of him whose mortal remains lie
below ; and to gaze uncomprehendingly at the

words of the inscription, the spirit.of which is as |

infinitely above his low grovelling conception as
the carved characters themselves are unintelligible
to his understanding.

NEIL STUART COLQUHOUN, .

AGED 28 VEARS.

~

© X Nadie tiene mayor amor que este, que ponga alguno su vida

por sus amieos.”

The English rendering is. placed above, but the
words stand in need of no translation here. The

mwmﬁﬁéomﬂoamgmﬂomHo<mm..‘mnmgonmw_.m
“friends.” _ .

THE END

Kickard Clay & Sons, Lindied, London & Bungeay.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

Society for [Promoting Christian Knotolevge,



S “EDAVS “H Y l0ssojo1d ‘ady o1z 4q ‘womps
POSIASY PU® M50 ¥ 'S VI FVA M ‘S M S em
&g ysenbuo) qery S 03 pomeg Wenreq S woy : WISUEd
_ , HITWG TOUOLL) 93E] 9y}
&g gPASTIN JO Y[8d 9T} 0} WL, IOUICY O WOy ‘VIgASSY
) “FOAVS
"H "V 108s9j01q "9 343 Lq s3ep 03 dn jySnoxq pue poypy
HLIING 4980TD 97¢] o 49 (0 XEOLSTH THL) VINOTAAVE
: *depy Mg
"BDAVE 10550j01J A%y ¥ 4q “GnoyBnoxy; pesiasx ‘nonIpe mou
V SVEI “HY 0N EEINIVY "S KANSE 9V oy Ag
Leq Juassig sy 0y Lyseulg uwend43y qumog oy WOl I TYNTS
YID? ST SpAvog Y1089 nna_\w ‘Forg

. 158 O
Emumonﬁmmumgﬁﬁﬂqoﬁunooou.«oﬂﬁﬁﬁuﬂh@mﬁﬁmwﬂm.L

 PoRvS oy SYENSAT 0 POPUSTII KON S Syoog Jo SeuoS ST,
SINTURNOW FHLI HO4S mmﬁ%\m INIIONY

- .%3233 RENSIED Snpesmoad auy .@%@,

¥HIL 40

SNOILYOITdNd




4 PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY,

CONVERSION OF THE WEST,

brought about, and their condition before this occurred.

Feap. Bvo, cloth boards, 2s. eack.

THE CELTS. By theRev. G. F. Macreag, D.D. WithTwo Maps, -

THE ENGLISH. By the above author. With Two Maps,

THE NORTHMEN, By the above author, With Map.

TEE SLAVS. By the above author. ‘With Map,

THE CORTINENTAL TEUTONS. “w% the late Very Rev. C.
Mzrivare, D Hu.u D.C.L., Dean of Ely. Witk Map.

DIOCESAN S.wﬂ QEM%.

“This Series, which will embrace, when completed, every Dioccse
in England and Wales, will furnish,.it is expected, a perfect
Library of English Ecclesfastical History.

Feap. me_&. with Map, cloih boards.

BATH ARND WELLS. By the Rev. W. HunT, 2s 6d.
CANTERBURY. By the Rev. R. C..JENKINS, 35 64,
CARLISLE. By RicHARD S, FERGUsON, Esq, 2+ 64,
CHESTER. By the Rev. RupErT H. MoRR1s, D.D. 3%

CHICEESTEE. By the Rev. W. R, W. STEPHENS, M.A, 2s m.an ‘

DURHAM. By the Rev. ], L. Low. 25 64,
HEREFORD. By the Rev. Canon PHILLOTT. 3¢

- LICHFIELD. By the Rev. W. BERESFORD. 2s. 62,

LINCOLN. By the late Rev. Canon E. VENABLES and the latd .
Ven. Archdeacon PERRY. 44

NOBWICH. By the Rev. A. Jussorr, D.D. 2s. 6d.
OXFORD. By the Rev, E. MaRrsyHALL, M.A, 20 64,
PETERBOROUGH. By the Rev. G. A. PooLE, M.A. 25, 64.
ROCHESTER. By the Rev. A. J. PEARMAN. 4.
BALISBURY. By the Rev. W. H. JoNRS. 2s. 64.

S0DOR AND MAN, By A. W. MooRE, M.A, 3

8T. ASAFH, By the Venerable Archdeacon THoMAS. 21,

_ - BT. DAVID’S, By the Rev. Canon BEVAN, 2s. 64,

WIRCHESTER. By the Rev. W. BENHAM, B.D. 3%

‘WORCESTER. By the Rev. I. GREGORY SMITH, M.A. .5 &nd mwo !

Rev. Purres Onsiow, M.A. 35 64.
YORE. By the Rev, Canon OrNSBY, M.A. 3+, 64,

Showing how the Conversion of the Chief Races of the West was. !

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY.

EARLY CHRONICLERS OF EUROPE.

H&oo_uumonommﬁm monnmﬁnoduumnommﬂmmmnnno@.ooé&p?o
sources of Early European History, :

- Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 4s. each.

ENGLAND. By James GAIRDNER, author of “The Lile epm
Reign of Richard IIL.,"” &c.

FRANCE. By the late GUsTAVE MassoN, B.A.,, Uaiv. Gallic,

ITALY. By Uco BALZANL

THE FATHERS FOR ENGLISH READERS.

A Series of Monographs on the Chief Fathers of the Church, the
-- Fathers selected being centres of influence at important periods
of Church H.HESQ and in important spheres of action

Feap, v, coth boards, 25. ma&.
BOWIFACE. By the Rev. I, GREGORY SMITH, M.A. (1Is .mas
LEO THE GREAT. By the Rev. Canon Gorg, M. A,

' GREGORY THE @REAT. By the Rev. J. BARMEY, B.D.

SATNT AWMBROSE: his Life, Times, and Teaching. By the Ven
Archdeacon THORNTON, D.D.

BAINT ATHANASIUS: his Life mu.w Times. By the Rev. R,
‘WHELER Busg. {25 64.)

BAINT AUGUSTINE. By the Rev. E. L. CoTts, D.D. |

SATNT BASIL THE GREAT. By the Rev. R. T. SurtTH, B. D.

-BAINT BERNARD: ABBOT OF CLAIRVAUX, AD. 1091-1153.
By the Rev. S. J.Earss, M.A., D.C.L. (25 64) :

SAINT HILARY OF POITIERS AND SAINT MARIIN OF

" . TOUES. By the Rev, GlsoN CazeNovE, D.D.

EATRT JEROME. By the Rev. EDWarD L. CuTts, D.D.

SAINT JOEN OF DAMASCUS. By the Rev.J. H. LurpToN, M.A.

SAIRT PATRICK: his Life and Teaching. By the Rev. E. I
NEwgLL, M.A, (25 64))

EYNESIUS OF CYREXE, Fhilosopher and wumwom By Avice
(GARDNER.

THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS. By the Rev. Canon ScOTT-HOLLAND.

TEE DEFENDERS 0F THE FAITH; or, The Christian Apolo-
gists of the Second and Third Centories. By the Rev. F.
WaTtson, D.D.

THEE VENERABLE BEDE. By the Right Rev. G. ¥. BROWNE.
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8 MGwH.HOb..HHOZm OF THE SOCIETY,

MANUALS. OF . HEALTH,
_ A Set of Manuals for Household Use,
Frap. 8vo, limp cloth, price 1s. each. .

NOTES ON THE QZHHHPHHQH AND WARMING OF HOUSES
CHEUBCHES, SCHOOLS, AND OTHER BUILDINGS. By npm
late ErNEST H. JacoE, M.A., M.D. (Oxon).

ON. wmwmoﬂbﬂ CARE OF HEAL
N e, TH. ww the late E. A. Pargzs,

. AIR, WATER, AND uHmEﬁS»ﬁm By C. H. AIxuan,

M.A., D.Sec., F.R.S.E.

HEALTH AND 0CCUPATION. By the late Sir B. W. RICHARD-

son, F.R.S., M.DD,

THE HABITATION IN RELATION TO EEALTE. wu F, 5

o mﬁznom DE CHAUMONT, M.D,, F.R.S,

. NATURAL HISTORY RAMBLES,
Intended to. cover the Natural History . of the British Tsles in 2

manner suited to the nmmEaBnpﬁ of visitors to the regions

named.

Nanaﬁ 8vo, with numerous Woodcuts, cloth boards, zs. 6d.

eack.

.Hz mhbwam OF MINERALS, By the late D. T. ANSTED, Hﬁ?
. LAKES AND RIVERS, By C. O. GrooM NarIER, F.G.S.
- LANE AND FIELD, By the late Rev. J. G. WooD, M. A,

MOUNTAIN AND MOOR. By J. E. TAYLOR, Esq., F.LS.

- PONDS AND DITCHES. By M. C. CooxE, M.A., LL.D,

BEA-SHORE (THE). By Professor P. MARTIN DUNCAN,.
UNDERGROUND. By J. E. TAYLOR, Esq., F.1.S.
WOODLAKNDS (RHE). By M. C. Cooxs, M.A., LLD,

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY, .9

NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS.
A Series of Manuals which furnish in a bijef and popular form an
accurate account of the Great Non-Christian Religious muqm»nﬂm
of the World. . S

Feap. 8vo, cloth boards, 25, 6d. 3«&.
BUDDHEISM ; being 2 Sketch of the Life and Teachings of Gautama,
the Buddha. By T.W.Rays DAVIDS, M.A., HVFU. YWith Map.
EUDDEISH IN CHINA. "By the Rev. 5. BraAL. With Map.
CERISTIANITY AND BUDDEISM: 2 Comparison and a Con-
trast. By the Rev. T. STERLING Berry, D.D.
CONFUCIANISM AND TAOUISM. By RoOBERT K. DOUGLAS,
of the British Museum, With Map.
HINDUISM. By Sir M. MoxIErR WriLLiaus, M. A,D, CoL. é&g
‘Map., New and Revised Ed:tion.

ISLAM AND ITS FGUNDER. ByJ. W. H. StopizT. With Map.
ISLAM AS A MISSIONARY RELIGION, © By CHARiEs R.

HaiNes., {zs.)

" THE COBAN: its Composition and Teaching, and the Testimorny

it bears to the Holy mﬂﬁwﬁﬁnm By Sir dﬁhﬁ?ﬁ MuIr,
K.C.8.L, LL.D., D.C.L, Ph.D.

THE RELIGION 0F TEE owwmoﬁ.ﬂu or HmFE. its m..ﬂ.m:mﬁ
. jts Weakness, its Origin, its Infiuence. By the Rev, W. Se.
oEm.HEuﬁF M.A., C.M.5. ﬁtv

- SPECIFIC SUBJECTS.
Frap. 8vo, Emp cloll, 44. eack

" ALGEBRA. By W. H. H. Hupsox, M.A. .
{Answers to the Examples given in the above, limp nHomu 64.)
 EUCLID. Books 1 and 2. Edited by W. I H. H.Hqum.oz. M.A.
FLEMENTARY MECHANICS. By W. GARNETT, M.A.
PEYSICAL GEOGRAPEY. By the Rev. T. G Boxnzy, M.A.
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Iz PUDLICATIONS OF THE SCCIETY.

BY THE LATE

MRS. RUNDLE CHARLES.
TE DETM LAUDAMUS. :
Christian Life in. Song. The Song and the Singers,
Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 3s. 64, ’

TEREE MARTYRS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.
Studies from the Lives of Livingstone, Gordon, and Pattesos.
Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 3s. 64. . i

MERTYRS AND .mbh.zam OF THE FIRST TWELVE auzﬂdehm.
Studies from the Lives of the Black-Letter Saints of the

English Calendar. Crown 8vo, cloth boards, §s.

SEETCHES 0F THE WOMEN (F ome.m.HMZUoH.
Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 3. 64,

AGAIKST THE STREAM.

The Story of an Heroic Age in England, With Illustrations.

Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 4s.
CONQUERING AXND TO CONQUER.

A Story of Rome in the Days of St. Jerome. Crown 8vo,.

Cloth boards, 2s. 64,
*LAFSED, BUT XOT LOsT.

A Story of Roman Carthage, Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 25 64,.

THOUGHTS AND CHARACTERS.

Being Selections from the Writings of the same Author, ..

Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 3s. 64,

ECCE ANCILLA DOMINI, MARY THE KOTHER OF OUR LCRD
Stadies in the Ideal of Womanhood, Post 8vo, cloth, 21,

ECCE HOMO, ECCE REX, :

Pages from the Story of the Moral Conguests of Christianity
. Post 8vo, cloth boards, 3s. 64,

TEE BEATITUDES,
Thoughts for All Saints’ Day, Post 8vo, cloth boards, 15, 64,

#RY THE MYSTERY OF THEY.HOLY INCARNATION.”?
Post 8vo, cloth boards, 14 64,

P

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY. I3

gwm.w.qzwwmombwvmmudqowﬁm h&a&xﬁwﬁ.
RS  Tx KAih
«EY TEY CROSS: ANDPASSION.” ‘
Thoughts on the Words spoken around and on the Cross.
" Post 8vo, cloth boards, Is. 64, -
:wﬂ THEY GLORIOUS RESURBECTION AND ASCENSION.”
- - Baster Thoughts. Post 8vo, cloth boards, Is. 64.

VAT " .
«3Y THE COMING 0F THE EOLY GHOST. T
., Hwosm,wﬁm for Whitsuntide. Post 8vo, cloth boards, ILs. 6d,

TEE TRUE VINE.
Post 8vo, cloth hoards, Is. 64,

. . i .
THE GREAT PRAYER 0F CHERISTENDOM.
. Thoughts on the Lord’s Prayer. Post mqou_ cloth wow&.m‘ H.,M. 6d.

AN OLD STCRY OF BETELEHEM. . ..‘,
One Link in the Great Pedigree. Fcap. 4to, with Six Plates
beautifully printed in colours, Cloth boards, 2s. 64,

JOANR THE MAID. o .
Deliverer of England and France. Demy 8vo, cloth, 3s. 64,

SONGS, OLD AND NEW.
Demy 16mo, cloth boards, 3%

‘.EARLY CHRISTIAN MISSIONS OF IBELAND, SCOTLAND,

' AND' ENGLAND. o
" Crown §vo, cloth boards, 4¢.

WITHIN THE VEIL. § o
Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Fost 3vo, cloth, 15 64.

THEE BOOK OF THE UNVEILING. . ]
Studies in the Revelation of St. John the Divine. Hunmﬁ gvo,

cloth boards, 15, 6d. - .

LADY AUGUSTA STANLEY. )
* Reminiscences. 18mo, imp cloth, 6d.

ATTILA AND HIS CONQUERORS. . o
"A Story of the Days of St. Patrick and St. Leo the muwpr
" Crown 8vo, cloth boards, 35. 64 .
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15 PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY.

MAPS.
Mounied on Canvas and Roller, varnished,

) £,
EASTERN HEMISPHERE.cuumssnanrennnd fi. 1010, by 4ft. 2in. 13
WESTERN FLEMISPHERE sresrerssrarens ditto. I3
EUROPE icsiriivisnsseerrssssiresesnrsrcannes ditto, 13
AstA.  Scale, 138 miles to an inch ... ditto. I3
AFRICA crerrararrnsaserorsssseracssirarrrares ditto. . &
NORTH AMERICA., Scale, 97 m. to in. ditto. i3
S0UTH AMERICA. Scale, ditto veeeee ditto. 13
AUSTRALASTA sesrerronraarcsnesssressosanss ditto. T &
AUSTRALASIA ausnommﬁ MaD) seerernse ditto. 14
INDIA. Scale, 40 m. t0 i, susesssene..50 0. .cw 58 in. seeserensd3 _
AUSTRALIA sitvsssessecsrsrsensnsansanennes fle 600, by 2 ft. 1010, g
IrELAND., Scale, 8 m. to i seeeesnna2 ft. 1010, by 3 ft..6in, g
SCOTLAND. Scale, ditto siicsrrausernse ditto. © 9

GT. BRITAIN AND IRELAND,

The United Kingdom ofuceesnminnn6ft. 3in. by 7 ft. 4in. 42
ENGLAND AND WALES (Photo-Relievo)4 ft. §in. by 3 ft. 1oin. 13
ENGLAND AND WaLES {Diocesan Map)4 ft. 2 in. by 4 ft. 10in, 16
BRITISH ISLES searenranrasecnransassonssnnes 58 if1, ‘cw 530 verninnenI3
HOLY LAND.ccsssusssesssercsssnsssosesnend ft. 210 by 4 ft, 1010, 13
Hovry LaND, to illustrate the Old

and New Testaments. Scale, 9

Bﬂ.@m to an mU.OH_. esbRu st bad c-.::.Nu« mb.- mUH« wN me- Prevasrae m
Stnvat (The Peninsula of), the NEGES,

and Lower EGgver, To illustrate

the History of the Patriarchs and

the Exodus wovscvesssssssassssnnni2 ft. 10i0, by 3t 610, o
PLACES mentioned in the AcCTS and .

the ErIsTLES. Scale, 57 miles .

10 a0 INCh erniiris s cenesiicennninne 3 I mE. by 2 ft. HoE. 9
mzbﬁh Mars oF Hory LAND:— o

Old Testament—New Testament—Places Bmﬂﬁonom m

Acts and Epistles seuscrscrsversssvsresnnsior sheets, cach 1

miliboard, varnitked, each 2 -

m.bﬁmmﬁzw {Raised Photo-Map of).
Constructed from the Surveys of
the Palestine Exploration Fund
and other Sources, By GErorce
ARMSTRONG vervvssnreonansessennennni2 ft. 410, by 1 £, 8in, 3

00000

0000000000 OOON

PUBLICATIONS OF THE .mOQHm.Hm‘.‘

ATLASES.

C o 5
Haxpy GENERAL ATLAS OF THE WorLD (The). A
Comprehensive series of Maps illustrating General and

Commercial Geography. With Index......&aif moroceo A.NA
Historical CHURCH ATLAS. By Epmunp McCLURE, -

M.A. Containing 18 Coloured Maps and some 50 Sketch
Maps in the Text.  Demy 4t0...c.amvecvsress Cllle boards 16
BroiE Atras (The). Maps and Plans, with Explanatory
Notes, Complete Index. Royal 4tou.ee.ne.. Closk doards 11
A MODERN ATLAS ; 30 Maps, with Indexes, &e....Closk dds 12
THE GRAPHIC ATLAS AND GAZETTEER OF THE.,VWORLD.
Edited by J. G. BarTEOoLOMEW, F.R.G.8. With 128
Maps and Plans .:.::.::.:.:.:.::.:...QQS boards 12
Half moroceo 15

.HaNDY REFERENCE ATLAS OF THE WORLD. Complete

Index and Geographical Statistics uaesecesssrsensensd ClolE 7
STAR ATLas (The). ‘Translated and adapted from the German

__ bytheRev. E. McCLURE, M.A. Witk 18 Charts. Clotk 7
STUDENT’S ATLAS (The) OF ANCIENT AND MODERN
GEOGRAPEY, with 43 Maps and Index.......Clotk boards

. WorLD (The), an Atlas containing 34 Coloured Maps and

HHaxpy Ar1as oF THE COUNTIES OF ENGLAND. Forty-
three Coloured Maps and Index..ueiversesrsensssesse Coth

. CENTURY ATLAS AND (AZETTEER OF TEE WORLD, contain-

7
Complete Index. Folded 8v0 cavvenssernunransennc Cloth g7l 5
5
3

ing 52 Maps and Gazetteer of 35,000 names. 4to, Closk.
POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD (The). With Complete
o Index, &C. servsrccisiseniaininncnnsencienias ssesn verensCIGE
BriTIsH CoLoONIAL POCKET ATLAS (The). Fifty-six Maps
of the Colonies and Index civveecrreensnecnnns CtA Soards
JuBILEE ATLAS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE, with Descrip-
tive and Statistical Notes woveenrerresnseeenns . Paper oards

LI

o

_ PHYSICAL ATLAS FOR BEGINNEKS, containing 12 Coloured

Maps ceceserseerorss covanssnsrirsnscnsernsnasnernennas SG0E7 COVEY 1

SurLLiNG QUARTO ATLas (The), containing 24 Coloured

. Maps ..:.:......................:...:.:...:.mﬁumwSE\E«%
SyxpENNY BIBLE ATLAS (The), containing 16 Colourel
Maps :......:.....::...:.:..::::.::in.@a%.8&&@% 0
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20 . PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY,

STORIES BY THE REV. P. B. POWER.
Tilustrated. Demy8vo. Pictorial Paper Wragper. 1d. eack.

BORN WITH A SILVER SPOON IN HIS MOUTH,
IT ONLY WANTS TURNING ROUND.

THE CHOIR BOY 0F HARLESTONE MINSTER.
“HF'S GONE YONDER.”

A CHRISTMAS mqwmemm

THE GOLD THAT WOULDN'T GO, .

“HE'S OYEREEAD.”

HOUSE AND HOME.

THE MIRAGE OF THE STREETS,

THE OILED FEATHER.

THE VANISHING OPAL.

THE DEVIL-DRINEK FAMILY.

THE DEAD MAXN'S SPECS.

DINAE'S FIDDLESTICK; and %I .QUITE FORGOT.”
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A FATHERCHRISTMAS.

HNM FLAG AND THE TUNNEL; and TEE TALKING FIRE-
' H.how.m

BEMNANTS OF DRE. DAWES; and Hmm SON@ om_ HNH IROR
‘ ‘WIRE.

'GOING ON WEEELS; and MRB. CLIPSTICK’S CLOCK.

TRUE T0 TRUST; and CROAKING KATE AND anmmHza.

JANE.
THIS DAY MONTH; m,um THE FIFTH “p.”

Yol 1., containing Six Storjes, m:oaoﬁmw
Paper Boards, 6d. ‘

Fasiniebiy  Sileee ol laallis

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY. a3

BY Q.. MANVILLE H...HZ.Z.

ﬁé@a 8vo.  With Five page vﬁ%&&&. D&& mﬁ&f
55, eact.

FRANK AND SAXON: A Tale of the Days of Good Queen Besg,

CROWN AND SCEPTRE: A West.Country Story.

GIL THE GUNNER; or, The Youngest Officer in the East,

JACE AT SEA; or, Al Work mum.. no Play made him a .UEH_wow.
MASS’ GEORGE; or, A Boy’s Adventures in the Old Savannahs
PLANTER JACK; or, The Cinnamon Garden. ,

SATL HO! or, A Boyat Sea,

THE VAST ABYSS. Being m:w Story of H.oE mHonE Fm Uncles
and his Cousin Sam.

TO THE WEST,

BY GORDON STABLES, M.D., C.M., R.N.
Crown Svo. Illustrated. Cloth _m.ma\&..

BOEN TO COMMAND. A Tale of the Sea and of Saflors. 55

GAPTAIN JAPP; or, The Strange Adventares of Willie Gordon. §s.

CHILDEEN OF THE MOUNTAINS. A Story of Life in Scottish
Wilds. 5+

“TROM GREENLAND'S ICY MOUNTAINS”. A Tale of the
Polar Seas. 25 .

HARRY WILDE. A Tale of the Brine and the Breeze. 35

IN TOUCH WITH NATURE. Tales and Sketches from the Life. 25,

ROCKED IN THE CRADLE OF THE DEEP, A Tale of tke Salt,
Salt, Sean 25, 64 .

~
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4 PUBLICATIONS OF THEE SOCIETY.

WISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS.

ALONE AMONG THE ZULUS. Bya Plain Woman, The
Narative of a Journey through the Zulu Country. With
Four full-page Ilustrations on tomed paper. Crown
Y0, et tstee s enssns s e sgeennesrsos CloOtE boardy

ANIMAL CREATION (THE). A Popular Introduction to
Zoology. By'the late THoMAS RYMER JONES, Esq. With
rearly 500 Engravings, Post 8vo............Cloth boards

ANOTHER MAN’S BUBDEN. A Tale of Love and Duty.,
By AUSTIN Ciare. With Four page Illustrations.
CroWn 8v0.cuieersrsssmsssverseirarses s vorvaswarnas Cloth Soards

ART TEACHEING OF THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH (THE).
With an Index of Subjects, Historical and Emblematic,
By the late Rev. R. ST. Jomw TYRWHITT, author of
* Lectures on Symbolism.”  Post 8v0.eseess Cloth oards

ATSTRALIA’S HEROES: being a slight Sketch of the most
prominent amongst the band of gallant Men who
devoted their lives and energies to the cause of Science
and the development of the Fifth Continent. By C. H.
EDEN, Esq., author of % The F ortunes of the Fletchers,”
&co . With Map, Crown 80, sevessesseesesCloth doards

EEHIND TEE CLOUDS: a Story of Village Life. By
Grace HAMILTON, Printed on toned paper, with
Three fu'l-page Illustrations. Crown 8vee. Clotk boawds

BELFRY OF ST. JUDE (TEE): a Story. By Esmt
STUART, author of * Mimi.” With Three full-page
Tlustrations on tened paper. Crown 8vo...Cloth doards

EEENARD HAMILTON, Curate of Stows. By Mary E.
SHIPLEY, author of “Janetta,” &c. With Four full-
page Eﬁmﬁ.n.anﬁm. Crown wAHO. senrorsasscases CIOLH Joards

y
1

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY,

BIELE PLACES; or, The Topography of the Holy Land. -
By the Rev. Canon TRISTRAM, U.U..“ LL.D., F.R.S.
New edition, brought up to date. With Map. Crown
8vo. :-...:oo:-c:.:.--:.-:-o-.:--c-.-:.--m.ﬁqawﬁ.&mﬂ_k

BLAEKES OF CULVEREDGE (THE). By C.E. M, mmauoﬁ
of “St. Anne’s Cowt.” With Three page Tllustrations.
Crown md.o-u--_.-o-::.-:-,-:.:-.-:o:-o..o-o:QNQN-N boards

ERITISH BIRDS AND THEIR HAUNIS: being a Popular
Account of the Birds which have been observed in the
EBritish Isles, their Haunts and Habits. By the late Rev.
C. A. Jouxs, B.A., F.L.S. Post &v0.cs0..Cloth boards

25
s &.

2]
()]

IURGLAR’S ACCOMPLICE (THE). By BEECHWOOD,

author of “ Plucky Jim.” With Three page Illustrations.
Crown 8V0. wsusssssssiasssesssssnssssissasensansasss CI0LE BoaTAS

| RY LANTEEN LIGET: 2 Tale of the Cornish Coast.

By AusTiN CLaxE. With Four page Illustrations.
OH.OA.ﬂHH m40.,--o--.-:-so:o:--oooo-...-o-:::o-ﬁ..NQHN. boards

CAN SHE FORGIVE! By E. 5. CurrY. With Three
page Illustrations. Crown 8vo. ...ecaversnnns Cloth boards

HEMISTRY OF CREATION (THE): heing a Sketch of the

- chief Chemical and Physical Phenomena of Earth, Alr,
: and Ocean, By RoBerT Eriis, M.R.C.5. A new
edition, revised by Professor BERNAvs, F.C.S., &e.
With numerous Iilustrations, Fcap &v0....Chik boards

CHILDRER OF THE MOUNTAINS: a Story of Life in
" Scottish Wilds. By Gorpon STasLEs, M.D., R.N.
With Five page Illustrations, Crown 8vo, Clotk boards

CHRISTIANS UNDER THE CRESCENT IN ASIA. Bythe

“ Rev. E. L. Cutrts, D.D,, authoz of * Turning-Points of
Church History,” &e. With numerous Iilustrations.
Hvomﬂ_mﬂoo I L T LT T YTy Y TY T LT P P Y LT P T TSN QNQ&\w boards

CHRYSSIE'S EERO. By ANNETTE LysTer, author of
“Fan's Silken String,” &c. With Three  fall-page
Iustrati>ns on toned paper, Crown 8vo.Cloth boards
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28 PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY,

-

LARD OF ISBAEL (THE) : a Journal of Travels mn., Palestine,

undertaken with special reference -to its Physical

Character. By the Rev. Canon TRISTRAM. Fourth -

edition. mm.a&mom.. With Two Maps, four page Coloured
Plates, eight page Ilustrations, and pumerous other

MUWHm.deWm. H..N_H.mﬂ ﬁOMn MQO:::.:.:-:-:QNQ&N m&&\&h Io . 6

LITTLE LASS AND LAD (A). By SARAM TYTLER. With

Four page Illustrations. Crown 8vo. wuu..Clo2k boards 3 ©

HIATE OF .HH»HM “LILY” (THE); or, Notes from Harry
Musgrave’s Log-book. By the late Wirriam H. G.
KmnesTon. With Three full-page Illustrations on toned

Hum._muﬂﬂu OHOCQE. maﬂo- -..-.o-o.-u-n--o-.oaaoo-o—QNQ“N WQ&NM\RW

MIMI: a Story of Peasant Life in Normandy. By Esug
ma.ckwwﬁ author of “The Little Brown Girl,” &ec.
With Three full-page Illustrations on tomed paper,
Crown Ma«O- -o.e::.-:-.-:-..-:.-...--.-.:-.:QNQM% boards

Emma BRIGET'S GUARDIAN. By Arice F. JAcksow,
ith Four page MMustrations. Crown 8vo. Clotk boards

MIgs m.MHHoom_H,m LEGACY, By H. LouisaA BEDFORD.
With.Three page Illustrations. Crown 8vo. Clotk boards

MUTINY ON THE % ALEATROSS” (THE). By F. Frank-
Mom.n Moore. With Four page Illusirations. Crown
VO.. v--.-.-..-..-..-‘:--o-o.:-:-o--.wuc.:.:QNQN% mﬁgb.ﬁq

MY womﬂﬁﬁ LASSIE. By ANNETTE L¥sTER, . author
of * Mrs. Umgm. Dull Boy,” &c.  'With Three full-
page Hlustrations on toned paper. Crown 8vo.

Clotk soards 2

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY.

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. By the Rev. Canon
TrisTRAM, author of “The Land ‘of Israel,” &c.

29

a d.

With numerous Ilustrations, Post 8v0u... Clots boards 5 ©

OCEAN (THE). By P. H. Gosse, F.R.S.  With-Fifty-one -
[lustrations, Post 80, ceseresssavsssvnsisnsass Cloth boards

OUR NATIVE SONGSTERS. By Axxe Prarr. With
- Seventy-two Coloured Plates, 16mo0. vwno Cloth boards

OTR VALLEY. By the author of * The Children of Seeligs-
berg,” &e.  With Three full-page Tllustrations on toned
@NHV.OH- Crown WANO- -::.:.—-c-:.-o-:-:-.‘--cﬁ&@«.% bogrds

PHTLIP VANDELEUR'S VICIORY. By C. H. Epe,
author of * Australia’s Heroes,” With Three page
Hlustrations. Crown &vo. -.-.:-::..-.:-QNQNN boards

_PICTORIAL ARCHITECTURE OF TEE BRITISH ISLES,

3 ©

With about 150 Illustrations. Letterpress by the Rev. .

H. H. BisEOP,. HNOWN.H A.."O. t-..-e:.:.-..:oQNQw.\u boards
PLANTER JACK; or, The Cinmamon Garden. By G.
MaNvILLE FENN, With Five page Ilustrations.

OHOﬁ maﬂo- ----o-.o--:-.-‘-c-.o..-.-:o.-c-.-cQNQN\N...%QQ\QW

PUNCH, JUDY, 4T3 TOBY. By M. Bramston. With

Three page IDustrations. Crown 8V0. sesessCloth boards

QUEER CHUMS: being a Narrative of a Midshipman’s

Adventures and Escapes in Eighteen Hundred and ——
War Time. By CHARLES H. EDEN.- With Four page
HHH.—HM.._HN.EOE- Crown 3v0. .ccoto.o-.-.a..:--.-QNQN\M boards

MHnW RALTONE RECONCILIATION, By the Rew. E. N
Hoaxg. With Four page Illustrations. Crown Svo.
, . Choth boards
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3z PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY..
“ WHISPERING TONGUES” By PaEse k?wH..mZ. With
kuam page Mlustrations.  Crown 8vo. :..:Q&w boards

.a.th FROM THE COUNTEY {A4). By F. E. WE@N.
‘With Three page Hlustrations. Crown 8vo. ‘Cloth boards

WILD mﬁ.mﬂ. By Marie A. TasseELL. With Three page.
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