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NEW PUBLICATIONS

BOEES AND BEASTS AT THE

CAPH,

HELOOF AND KARROAO. Bport, Legend, sand
Natuaral History in Cape (psnlg'ny. By I, Al
BrYDEN. ILondon und New-York: LONGALAXS,
GREEN & CO. 1559,

Ever since the victory of the Boers over
British troops books have been avppearing
iz England which take sides ior or against
.1the Afrikanders. These are works apard
from the staple ariicle, in which some de-
efroyer of bLig game publishes the number,
size, and weicht of the creatures he has
banged over with magazine guns, from the
works by explorers of Africa, and from the
Tomances founded on African scenes and
events. The fight at Majuba Hill led vo the
discovery of the Boers. Some are admirers
of the Boers, and their volumes are devoted
to showing what overbearing, truthless,
and impadent persons British officials and
magnabes in the army and of it can be. A
iargeranmber are of Mr. Rider Haggard’s
mind, and heap insult and contumely on
the rude colonists from Holland, being of
the opinion expressed without a trace of
shame by the Saturday Revicw and oiher
Jdingo orgauns that the Boers, being for the
most part 2 republic of small size, are im-

peritinent to assert themselves against a
power like that of England, and shonld be
promptly surrouunded by British colonies
and absorbad. In Mr Bryden we have an
ebserver who takes a middle course between
these two extromes.

Air. Bryden reproves the Boers for many
things, particularly for the indiscriminato
slaaghter of wild beasts, large and small,
fer the price of their hides. Yet he is not
50 ready to tell ithe truth abouf the men
who travel at greas expense from L.ondon
and slaoehter them withont the excunse of
poverty, not for hides, but in order to boast
in their clubs, or, What seems still less ex~
casable 1o a reviewer, to brag in print. But
ihen he acknowledges that the Boers have
many fine qualities, living patriarchal lives
on the velci. or at their great pastoral sta-
tions, in which the good side of the patri-
archs is not lacking. With commenda-
ble breadth of mind he recurs to
the fact that thkese men have been
cat off from the world for many gen-
erations, and muast mnot ba jJuidged as
harshly as (let us say) the English in Africa
must be judged, who vieolate treaties and
seize lands belonging to others with a full
knowledge of their offense. My, Bryden
writes with an casy pen, and describes well
scenery and person., birds, and animals.
e is a bit of an ornithologist and kuows
something of botany. Ie is a sporisman
and looks forward with 2 queer yearning
to the day when game birds in Africa shail
be so well protected by law that shooting
wiil be done quite after the rules of a party
st an English country place.

The reader does not necd to begin his
Dook at the bezinnming, for 1t is made up of
articles coniribuied to Fcid, the Si. James’s
Gazette, Home Work, and Chuambers’s Journal.
Chapter XIV. 1s a guod beginning—an ac-
¢ount of a **Karroo Fatm,” purtly because
it has an excellont picture of & large ranch
in Cape Colony, partly Lecause it explains
one of the words in his title. A karroois a
large plateaa more or less dary, on which
the pastoral Afrikander feeds his cattle or
sees them die of tiairst Auring the years
wien no ramn falis. To Awericans Lloof is
Bot a siranze word, because the Dutchmen
Dbave leit the word Clove i many parts of
our older Ntatfevs, mcabing i valiey or
ravine. **hKluvof and Kairroo,” thercfore,
mieans valley and plain. Another good
c¢haprer is *Life on a Moantain Farm,”
csivinz the guest’s somewlat rosy ac-
count oI Dlrocessions oi Angoria goats,
early trips into the Tavine to kill Alin-
springzrs, the chamols of Cape Colony, and
sumpiacns meals on the produets of the
wiids and tihe raneh. 3Alr. Bryden having
put his book together from several articies,
15 caunghs oficen ¢nouzh in repeating him-
scli; he has pnot rigidly digested his ma-
tomals into a consecutive book, and now
ai3d then he slips into slovenly English,
such as to ** take a bathe.” His knowledge
pf Dutch is superticial.

To the zebra and tho Lklipspringer Mr,

Bryden gives some of the most interesting
pages. 1% is news to most poeople that the
irue zebra is a mountaineer: the guagga
and ¥Burche!lP’s zebra are the Tteal plain
&weliers. The earty Dutech colonists capt-
nred foals of the {rue zebra and sent them
to the i1siznd of Mauritius, where it was at
one time the fasinion tv employ them in
ligat carriages. Yot the half-grown or
grown beast 13 nof only untainable, but very
ierocious. In that part of the colony whers
Mr. Brvden was a guest a band of six or
g2ven zsbras survived. But soon after
1ii of these but one stallion ~twere
killed. The latter began running with
the mares of the ranchmen, and was
abt last lassoed and tied up. Great
eiforts were nade fo keep it alivo, I'erage
ircm the mountain teps was brought, bat it
woulé touch noikingz, only arink water.
At tke end of three weeks it died. In
hiis chapter on zame birds attention is
called to the busiards and pheasants, so-
zaiied, as birds for sportsmen, Mr. Bryden
declaring that in their case, as in that of
smaller antelopes iike the klipspringer, the
iiteraturs of South Africa is deficient in a
proper attention to them. Aunother chapter
teviews the presens distribution of larzer
zame in Cape Coloay, and alorng with
these practical detuails we have s chapter
fievotead to a ghost story called *“‘The
l.egend of Jan Prinsloo’s Kloof.” Prinsico
was a3 very crucl Boer of the last century,
who beat and murdered his slaves, and was
finaliv hunted down by the Hottentots,
who cat him to pieces and smeared them-
zeives with his biood. Onee every year
his ghost rides up the Kloof, followed by
the avengers, and just before the door of
the rnined house his lies, Iaid low and
hacked *in pieces sm&’” by his ghostly
pursuivunts,

Some of the photographie prints of un-
goinmon beasts, ike the mountain zebras,
the orvx or gemsbok, (in which Mz, Bryden
finds the heraldic unicorn, overlooking tho
gua and the rhinoeceros,) and the bushbuck
cive an excellent ides of the creatures,
Other pictures show herds of domesticated
pstrichies, or as many as 18990, merino kids
in ono Hock, meerkat or pceneiled ichneu-
aon, and various views ef karroo and kloof-
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