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OUR WRITTEN HERITAGE

The Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special Collections, in its mission
to identify, preserve, and interpret the written heritage of North Dakota for
future generations, has recently made available several manuscript collec-
tions for scholarly research. The collections span more than the last hun-
dred years and uniquely document the political, economic and social history
of the state, the Red River Valley and the city of Grand Forks.

The political papers of the late S Q Burdick document his
two years in the U.S. House of Representatives as North Dakota's first
Democrat elected to Congress in 1958 and his thirty-two years from 1960
to 1992 in the U.S. Senate. Burdick staunchly defended North Dakota's
agricultural community and family farmer, and was a lifelong champion of
the state's Native American communities. He wielded considerable politi-
cal clout in his latter years as Chairman of the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee and the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on
Agriculture, Rural Development and Related Agencies. Burdick's pzpcrs

Nash Brothers Wholesaler, 112-114 North Third Street, Grand Forks
1890°s.

total 966 linear feet and contain correspondence, subject files, legislativ
materials, and photographs.

The American Legion Auxiliary sponsored the first Flickertail Girls State
in 1947 at Jamestown College. Held on the University of North Dakota
campus since 1950, the program allows participants to experience real-life
politics in North Dakota at the city, county, and state level. Records trace
the evolution of the program from 1956 to 1989,

Business records of several companies reveal the economic climate of the
Red River Valley from 1881 to 1990. The A.L. Hanson Papers outline
Hanson's banking career which began in Iowa in 1878 and continued in
Hillsboro, Dakota Territory. From 1881 to 1893, Hanson organized and
became an officer of the Hillsboro Bank, Buxton Bank and the Bank of
Wapheton. The majority of his papers reflect loan and mortgage activities
of these three banks, as well as his real estate and tax title business.

The nation's tenth largest wholesaler, the Nash Finch Company, began as
a small family-owned confectionery and tobacco store in Devils Lake in
1885. Business thrived with the addition of two stores and expanded into
retail fruit. After fire destroyed the original store in 1887, the Nash broth-
ers relocated to Grand Forks where they developed a wholesale line. By
1891, Nash Brothers Company was entirely wholesale and included fruits
and other grocery lines. Nash Finch Company remained in Grand Forks
until 1919 when it moved to Minneapolis, a rapidly growing regional whole-
sale distrbution center.

Nash Finch Company records contain 48 linear feet of financial records
dating from 1911 to 1979, although the majority date from 1919 to 1960.
The records detail the financial activities of the Nash Brothers Company,

hold:

Nash Coffee Company, Nash Finch Company, the Nash Sh
Company, and the Nash Foundation. Three indexes offer detailed access

and ¢ the records by date, creating agency, and document type.

&

The Impl t Deal I Fire Insurance Company was orga-
nized in I903 by the Retail Implement Dealers Association of North
Dakota and Northwestern Minnesota. The company experienced several
affiliations and name changes, and is presently American West Insurance
Company. Although it has operated in thirty-four states at one time or an-
other, the highest number of policies have been written in North Dakota.
Ceruficates of Authority, annual reports, and yearbooks outline the history
of the company from 1903 to 1990, while correspondence, minutes of
meetings of both policy holders and Board of Directors, and financial re-
ports document the company's early years through 1948.

The depression years began in North Dakota in the 1920's and continued
into the Great Depression. The McCanna Farming Company was estab-
lished in 1881 near present-day McCanna, ND, and operated continuously
through the 1960's. Nine linear feet of farm records contain a wealth of
correspondence and financial records, which tell the story of the farm's
survival during the Depression and recovery during and after WWIL The
collection’s bank records for 1922 to 1930, however, reveal the opposite
outcome for small bank operations in northeastern North Dakota. The
majority of these banks closed their doors.

A similar scenario was played out for two Grand Forks businesses. The
Northern Packing Company opened for operation in Grand Forks on
December 9, 1919, and processed a varety of meats and meat products.
Annual reports, correspondence, and financial records document the
company's high business expectations, but disclose that area farmers found
it more convenient to take their business to local butchers. In 1935, the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation foreclosed on its unpaid mortgage and
the plant closed. A small Grand Forks business, the Dacotah Custom
Shirt Shop, experienced a similar fate. In operation from 1919 to 1934 at
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the hands of several proprietors, shop records disclose a tenacious effort to

succeed, but not enough business to meet expenses.

Records from the Grand Forks County Register of Deed's Office offer
ninety-nine journals that record and document several different types of

Paolo Conte was bomn in Palermo, Italy. He taught piano and composition
at Wesley College from 1914 to 1923 when he became Dean of Fine Arts at

Oklahoma Baptist University until 1936. He continued his career at the
University of Wichita and as the minister of music for the First Baptist

Church in Wichita, semi-retiring in 1952. The Conte Papers contain bio-

property transactions b county resid and b
Indexes of Chattel Mortagages date from 1875 to 1966,
Reception Books from 1895 to 1967, Register of Deeds
Cash Book, 1885 to 1895, and the Index of Continuing
Crop Liens, 1929 to 1949. In addition to these, Bond
Record journals record the bonds and affadavits for
county officials from 1884 o 1923

Several interesting collections offer glimpses into the
social and cultural life of the state. Marius Gjelsnes im-
migrated from Norway to Reynolds, Dakota Territory in
1881, as did Caroline Olsen in 1886. Marius and Car-
oline Gjelsnes exchanged letters during their courtship
from 1886 to 1888, prior to their marriage in Hillsboro,
August 21, 1888, and again the summer of 1892 when
Caroline retumed to Norway with their youngest child
to attend her parent's 25th wedding anniversary celebra-
tion. Seventy-six original and translated letters describe
life in North Dakota during the transition period from
frontier to statehood and reveal the Americanization
process as experienced by Norwegian immigrants.

Henrietta "Pat" Christopher was dedicated to the
preservation of Pembina County and Red River Valley
history and conveyed her interest through many articles
and several pageants, including "Red River Ripples: A
Pageant of Pembina, 1818-1889." She established the
Pioneer Daughters Club of Pembina County in 1940,
became the charter Director of the Red River Valley
Historical Society, and was active in numerous capacities
with the North Dakota State Historical Society and the
Pembina State Museum. Pat Christopher's writings

comprise the majority of her papers and complement the Pioneer Daugh- ‘The Dep of
ters Club of Pembina County records which are rich in the history of

Dakota Territory and northeastemn North Dakota

1Tdny<;;x diaries penned by Helen Normand Murphy from 1937 to 1973
detail daily life on a Niagara area farm until 1958. She writes about house-
hold chores, the weather, special events, and World War I1, as her son was in

The Registry

Paolo Conte in his studio in Wesley
College, UND, circa 1920.

graphical material and a nearly complete collection of his compositions,
orchestral music, symphonic poems, piano and orchestra concertos, light
opera and numerous selections for voice, organ, piano and violin.

Several valuable additions have been made to
the papers of Thomas McGrath, nationally
reknown North Dakota poet. They include
"Thomas McGrath," a memoir by fellow poet,
Jack Beeching, and letters exchanged with Mc-
Grath; correspondence with former wife, Alice
McGrath, and with Ann Lewin Diament, god-
mother to McGrath's son, Tomasito; drafts of
the manuscript for Frederick Stem's book, The
Revolutionary Poet in the United States: The

Poetry of Thomas McGrath; in addition to,
several audio and video tapes of poetry read-
ings and interviews with McGrath.

UND Law School graduate, Judge Edward J.
Devitt, led a long and exceptionally distin-
guished career as Chief U.S. District Judge for
Minnesota. His papers include 58 linear feet
of legal documents from civil and criminal
cases which record social, economic, and envi-
ronmental issues of the 1970's and 1980's, as
well as biographical materials and publications
A number of criminal cases are cross-
referenced to Appeals Court records in the
papers of Judge Myron H. Bright, Eighth
Circuit Court of Appeals, allowing a researcher
to follow the entire case from jury trial
through subsequent appeal.

Collecti ly has acquired several

‘microfilmed collections of interest to researchers.

Bureau of Customs, Record Group 36 reproduces copies of original

1820-1873.

the service. The diaries continue to relate her life as a widow and express her

feelings and involvement with the church. In a similar vein, a memoir and
thirty-three years of letters from 1925 to 1958 written by Burt Finney, a
pharmacist in Bismarck, to his only daughter describe Casselton in the late

1890's and relate Finney's observations about life in Bismarck from 1901 un-

til just before his death in 1959,

As North Dakota's First Lady from 1984 to 1992, Jane Sinner initiated sev-

passenger lists or abstracts of passenger lists of vessels arriving at 63
ports on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and at two ports on the Great Lakes,

Farmer’s Wife Magazine.. Published in St Paul, Minnesota, this
women's farm journal documents
of rural women from 1906 to 1939.

agriculture, farm life and the activities

MWMWM«AWM«M

eral social and cultural projects. Sinner’s papers describe her concerns re-

garding mental health, television violence, and teenage pregnancy. In addi-
tion, they document Sinner's promotion of North Dakota arts and the beauti-
fication of state lands through her wildflower program, "North Dakota Goes = 1,

Wild"

1832-1971, and Reports of Site Locations, 1837-1950, detail the
establishment of North Dakota post offices.

Papers of the St. Louis Fur Trade. Seventy-four indexed ledgers and
‘account books, 1802-1871, reveal the business life of the Western
of the A

Fur Trade Comp The papers are
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the pre-Civil War years.

Organized in 1966, the North Dakota China Painters Guild promotes the

fine art of china painting in all its aspects. Minutes, news clippings, and an-
nual china show programs describe Guild activities which encourage the tal-

ents of individual members.

Sandy Slater, Head
:al Collecti

A NOTE OF THANKS!

Students, professors, and libraries are
not alone in advancing leaming and
knowledge at the University of North
Dakota. The role of our donors is
vital Their generous contributions
have made a significant impact in
improving our collections and
services. The University Libraries
gratefully  acknowledge  those
individuals, companies, and
organizations who have recently
donated gifts. If your name has been
overlooked, please contact the
Library:

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES

IBM Matching Grants Program
3M Corporation

CORPORATION DONORS

All Seasons Garden Center
and Floral
AARP Senior Employment Service
Assumption Abbey
Jossey Bass Publishers, Inc
Basin Electric
Blue Cloud Abbey
Otto Bremer Foundation
Center for Innovation &
Business Development
Center for Peace Studies
Dakota Books
Dr. Eliot's Twice Sold Tales
Fort Berthold Public Library
Grand Forks County Community
Service Restitution Program
Govemment of Canada
Govemment of Norway
Govemment of the Province
of Quebec
Happy Harry's Bottle Shop
North Dakota Institute for
Regional Studies
North Dakota Museum of Art
KF]M
McLean County Historical Society
Medcenter One College of Nursing
Merck and Company, Inc
Nash Finch Company
National Pasta Association
North Dakota Dames
Optimist Club of Fargo
Prairie Public Television
Sigma Nu Epsilon Kappa
Education Foundation
Small Business Development Center
Gyda Varden Lodge Sons of
Norway

State Historical Society of
North Dakota
Synagogue B'nai Israel
Theodore Roosevelt Association
Ullyott Fund
UND Alumni Association
UND Bookstore
JND Center for Teaching
and Leaming
UND Continuing Education
Division
UND Geography Department
UND Health, Physical Education,
and Recreation Department
UND History Department
UND Modem and Classical
Languages & Literatures
Department
UND Music Department
UND ROTC
UND Student Government
UND Summer Institute of
Linguistics
UND Women's Center
University of Oslo Library
Valley Bank & Trust Company
Velva Association of Commerce
Velva Development Corporation
Walden Books
Walsh County Historical Society

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Mahir Ali

Robert C. Allen

Mr. & Mss. C. Anderson
Eard W. "Bill" Anderson
Owen & Kathie Anderson
Kendall & Toby Baker
Harold & Beverly Bale
David E. Beach

Julie Berg

Keith & Kay Berg

Ibert & Pat Berger
Orville V. Bergren
Richard Beringer
Laurence C. Bergquist
Charlotte Bertsch
Suezette Bied

Priscilla K. Bina

Harley Bjelland

Robert Bjorling
Leonard Blanding

Joy V. Bliss

Edna Boardman

Lee Bohnet

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Booker
Virginia Bowman

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Boyd
Gordon Brandvold
Ame Brekke

Guttorm & Char Brekke
Judge Myron Bright

Jerry Bulisco

Rex Burghduff

Arlem Bryngelson

Mary Ellen Caldwell
Murphy Callahan
Madelyn Camrud

Lois ]. Case

James F. Challey

Robert Chatfield

Mary Ann Chee

Chester Fritz Library Staff
Gladys O. Chisholm
Albert Christopher

Alice Clark

Thomas Clifford

Duane & Evelyn Cole
William R. Conte

Robert Dalziel

Frank and Dana D'Andraia
Mr.& Mrs. Peter Danielson
Margaret B. Davenport
Lillian Disher

Sandra Donaldson

Gen Durben

G.L. Dybwad

Rebecca Dyer

Ruth C. Ellis

Phyllis Erickson

Fran Erickson-Armstrong
Warren Evans

Sharon Fleur

Clara Forde

Nita Fox

Richard & Mary Margaret Frank

Davina French
Vera Fritz

Louis Garcia
Vemon E. Garder
Dennis Gartner
Karen A. Gasperino
Louis Geiger
Gerald J. Gervino
Sandy Glas

Merine Kaste Gredvig
Eve Groberg

Anna Gruber

Dan Gunderson
Orlin F. Gunderson
Ruth L. Gustafson
Carlos Gutierrez
Chuck Haga

Alfred Hagen
Bemice Hall

Ken Hall

Kirk Hallahan
Herman Hammel
Elizabeth Hampsten
Sara Hanhan

John Harapiak
Shelby Harken
Nancy Harvey
Gloria Hauge
Daniel L. Hendrickson
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Eugene & Elizabeth Hensley
Dean Hermanson

Carla Hess

Tom Higgins

Richard Hill

Karen Hoelzer

Steve Hoffbeck

Dr. & Mrs. E.D. Holland, Jr.
Milan & OraBelle Hollen
Margaret A. Roberts Howell
Charles R. Jacobi

Mike Jacobs

James & Kathryn Jacobsen
Emil Jacobson

Dr. & Mrs. Harvey K. Jacobson
Lathrop King Jennison
Beverly Jenson

Alfred & Palma Johnson
David "Doc" Johnson
Marilyn J. Johnson

Susan G. Johnson

Vemer & Eilene Johnson
William Johnson

O.W. Joiner

Dan Jones

Lawrence J. Joos

Bertha Kaldor

Paul & Phyllis Kannowski
Elizabeth Kaplan

JW. Kellogg

Mary E. Kelsch

George Kennedy, Jr. Family
Kathy Coudle King

Sylvester Klinicke

Harvey Knull

Darrel Koehler

Kiristine Koozin-Door
Donna & Dick Koppenhaver
Gordon Kroeber

Fran Krysko

Jane Kurtz

Richard LaBerge

Russell Lake

Lloyd Larson

Robert Lewis

Charles Cory Libby

Delcie D. Light

Alice Lillie

Donald & Joline Lindgren
Evan E. Lips

Herman & Janet Mae Livingston
Ina A. Luadtke

Lyan D.W. Luckow
Bemeice Schield Lunday
John H. Lunseth

Dean & Sherry Lyste

John Madigan, Col. Ret.
Joyce Snowfeather Mahaney
Mary H. Mansell

Oscar Manz

David Marshall
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Edwin |. Rupp Ann Sukumlyn

Bill Martin, Jr. Rod Nelson Mayme Russell-Christen Jane Summers

Dr. LL Mayba Jeany Newton Marian Rutherford Wilifred Swanson

Margery McCanna Betty Nielsen Mr. & Mrs. William R Sandberg Mr. & Mss. Eugene V. Swartz

Jennifer A. Martin M. Elizabeth Nielsen Ann Sande Harriet M. Sweetland

John McClintock Judith F. Niles Elaine Sandeen Hugh Swofford

Jackie McElroy-Edwards Jehn Norby Cordelia M. Sayler Mz, & Mrs. Doug P, Szarkowski

Rodney Medalen Patrick O'Connell Harold Schafer Ross Talbot

Jay and Martha Meek Fr. Valerian Odermann Robin Schnaidt B. Tangy

Susan Meier John Odegard George Schubert Marion Thomas

Debra Melby Robert E. O'Hearn Mrs. Walter H. Schulte Playford Thorson

Jean Meline George Olson Carol Hanson Schwinkendorf Edwin M. Tofte

Marcella Melsted Laura Opp Cynthia and John Shabb Gordon Twedt

Vivian Merkel Bruce & Kirky Otto Robert Shaw Pear] Ulseth

Lois Mersil Mz. & Mrs. John B. Owen Glenn Sheldon Wilhelmine Ulven

Theodore Messenger Jay Padden Bill Shemorry George F. Vaughan

Jon Mielke Theodore Pedeliski Fr. William Sherman James Vivian

Douglas K. Miller Myrtle Pedersen Don & Marijo Shide F. Kent Vosper

Willis H. Miller Mary Helen Pelton Kenneth Simensen William R. Walters

Ginnie Milne P’f‘l Pid? Jane Sinner Rosalyn Watnemo

Betty Monkman Shirley Pietron Chaplin & Mrs. T.K. Skramstad R. Maxine Widner

Robert C. Moore Thomas Potter Sandy Slater Frank Wilde

Mrs. M.S. Mortenson Rose Potulny Enid Smeall Thelma Willett

Rachael L. Murdock William R. Pratt Mark & Jane Solseng Robert Wilkins

Sister Ellen Murphy Ron Pynn . Olive Solseng Wyonna Wilkins

Tim Murphy Barbara Levorsen Quinn Michael Sponberg Orin Wiltse

Dr. & Mrs, James M. Murray Tamar Reed John E. Stannard, Major Gen., Ret. Richard M. Winant

Dr. & Mrs. Athar Murtuza Duane Renville Frances & Roscoe Stensrud Lonny Wiarich

Eugene Myers Mr. & Mrs. Donald Robertson Dina and Leo Stern Dean Yates

John Nash Dr. & Mrs. Gordan F. Robinson Naomi Stern Betty Zink

Nicholas Nash Stephen W. Robinson Marene 1. Strathe

Edward O. Nelson Sen. Bryce Streibel
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BE A FRIEND OF THE LIBRARY!

**+ Spread the word about Library collection activities in your newsletter or publication
***Obtain your company's participation in a matching gift program.
***Send us names of persons to whom we might send Lux et Lex.
#+*Let us know about collections of books and manuscripts we might pursue for the Libraries

*x:Participate in the Commemorative Gift Program

L L T AP b e T e T e ek PGS TR Tel S TN, | T W T

“The Library depends on the
University Libraries generosity of alumni and other
Box 9000 o . -
University of North Dakota ; fnend_s L mmmmn and
Grand Forks, ND 58202-9000 improve its quality collections
(701)777-2189 and innovative information
c-mail:cshabb@plains.nodak.edu F =,

services.
CONSIDER ME A FRIEND OF THE LIBRARY. My tax-deductible contribution, payable to the —
University of North Dakota Foundation, is enclosed. Frank D’Andraia
Benefactor: $500 __Sponsor: $100 __Contributor: $25 Director of Libraries,
Library Administration

___Patron: $250 ___Supporter: $50 ___ Student: $10
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