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Conclusions.

I continued my inquiry into the nature of the invention of gara or designs of the
Oshima pongee, which I started last year, and some results of which I had alread?f
put forth in the preceding paper. This time I examined not only the designs represent-
ing the patterns on the skin of habu ( Trimeresurus flavoviridis,, the poisonous snake
endemic to the Ryukyu Islands) but also the synthesized designs representing various

things, both natural and artificial.

1. The designs completed as cloth designs represent those seen, as it were three—

dimentionally, on the body of the snake, that is, on its back, sides and underside.

2. The cloth designs (gara) represent the skin patterns on the snake partly as it is
dead but mostly as it is alive and moving, Therefore they have a winding appear-

ance.

3. The cloth designs invented as such represent the skin patterns of the snake, but
the elements composing them are ‘fish—eye’(=yummu), and ‘cycad’ (which are na-
tural) and ‘toy windmill’ (—=gajamasha) (which is artificial), and they are combi-

ned in an exquisite and complicated way to make complete cloth designs.

4. In the Amami Islands, the inhabitants have long awed the poisonous snake asa
taboo reptile and the messenger of God but its strong poison has been a great
object of fear to them. Therefore it is all the more noticeable that they could

get from it hints on their invention of cloth designs.
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