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Descriptive Bibliography of Imprints
in the House of David Collection

Shannon McRae and Brian Ziebart

Introduction

This article represents the first phase of a new descriptive bibliography of
imprints from the Israelite House of David. It is intended to supplement
the comprehensive and monumental work of Henry M. Yaple, whose
Descriptive Bibliography of the Israelite House of David and Mary’s City of David,
1902-2010 was published in 2014 by the Richard W. Couper Press.

Yaple’s bibliography enumerates, describes, and annotates every
House of David and Mary’s City of David imprint available at the time.
It represents the culmination of decades of work, painstakingly conducted
among the archives of the few institutions that had House of David
imprints among their holdings, and in careful consultation with the few
still-living sources willing to share information with outsiders.

He did not have access to any materials held by the House of David
itself. Closely protected by the remaining members and inaccessible to
outsiders, stored in various buildings that the aging population could no
longer maintain, a massive wealth of publications, images, photographs,
objects, ephemera, manuscripts, letters, office records, and personal
memorabilia were very nearly lost. Recently, change of fortune and change
in management have finally enabled the House of David to rebuild most
of its beautiful buildings, and to begin the painstaking work of preserving
an extraordinary intellectual, religious, and creative cultural heritage that
were on the verge of disappearing entirely.

This partial supplement to Yaple’s work features some of the most
significant finds from among the imprints newly discovered at Shiloh, but
a small percentage of what is yet to be discovered and cataloged. The
imprints enumerated here are those Yaple had not seen because he had
no access to them at the time. As we have not yet fully sorted through our
holdings, it is nowhere near comprehensive. But the work of classifying,
sorting, describing, and contextualizing these recent discoveries could not
even have begun were it not for the example Yaple set forth in his work.

It is impossible to overestimate the value of his work, to communal
societies studies, to Israelite House of David scholars, and to bibliographers
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and librarians. Representing over thirteen years of active research,
painstaking description, and annotation, Yaple’s Descriptive Bibliography is the
first scholarly work to seriously examine the extent to which the religious
beliefs and practices of the Israclite communities in southwest Michigan
were based in a rich textual tradition. It is the first to consider House of
David founders Mary and Benjamin Purnell as authors, publishers, and
religious thinkers—creators and shapers of a comprehensive textual legacy
that reached an international audience.

The image of Benjamin Purnell as a corrupt cult leader surrounded
by victims and dupes—fostered in the popular press of the last century,
furthered by a few dismissive scholars, persisting in perennially rehashed
and under-researched newspaper stories and unthinkingly perpetuated by
the curious and uninformed, has long prevented appropriate and serious
consideration of the House of David among other American communal
societies. This is not to say that it has been entirely ignored. By including
the accounts of actual members, conducting original research and
appropriately contextualizing the complex issues largely ignored in the
media coverage of Benjamin Purnell’s famous trial, Clare Adkin’s 1990
Brother Benjamin' offered a crucial corrective to decades of sensationalistic
and salacious reporting as well as inexplicably dismissive and poorly
researched scholarship such as that of Robert S. Fogarty in his 1981
Righteous Remnant.* More recently, R. James Taylor of the City of David
has published his own writings, interpretations, and memoirs, and shared
as well an amazing wealth of knowledge—supporting and mentoring
a number of writers and scholars currently engaged in Israelite-related
research.

There has been some sound scholarly work, and better resources
established for conducting it. In addition to the sizable collection of
imprints, photographs, and ephemera collected by D.C. Allen now held
by the Bentley Library, University of Michigan, Christian Goodwillie
and Randall Ericson have amassed and painstakingly curated a near-
comprehensive collection at Burke Library, Hamilton College. Moreover,
their American Communal Societies Quarterly has provided a reputable scholarly
forum along with much needed context for academic study. Julieanna Frost

1. Clare Adkin, Brother Benjamin: A History of the Israelite House of David (Berrien

Springs, Mich.: Andrews University Press, 1990).
2. Robert S. Fogarty, The Righteous Remnant: The House of David (Kent, Ohio: Kent
State University Press, 1981).
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published an enlightening exploration of the Jezreelite colony in Detroit,
Mich., that preceded the House of David, and endeavored a long-overdue
if problematic examination of the role of Mary Purnell.” Most recently,
Deborah Madden has published an excellent study of the House of David
within the context of the British Southcottian movement in 7he History of a
Modern Millennial Movement: The Southcottians.* This rigorous, fascinating, and
much-needed study examines the British Israelite movement—of which
the House of David was an American continuation—as a transnational
religious movement and cohesive body of religious thought. There also
exist any number of popular works on the House of David, focusing
primarily on its place in local history or its colorful baseball teams; these
vary in quality. It persists in popular culture as well, largely in perennially
recycled newspaper and magazine articles that focus on the community as
a local oddity and bring little new perspective.

In amassing, organizing, and describing over a century’s worth of
House of David imprints, Yaple’s Descriptive Bibliography opens an entirely
new realm of textual scholarship. He cataloged each Israelite imprint
using a standard system he devised, as the variations and idiosyncrasies
that characterize their publications defy standards methods of descriptive
bibliography. His demonstrates by this method just how coherent,
comprehensive, and surprisingly cohesive a textual tradition the House
of David amassed. More important, Yaple discerns from the vast and
admittedly messy collection of imprints clear intent, coherence of
purpose, and an evolution of approach when circumstances demanded.
He demonstrates that each of the Israelite publications has a clear purpose
and was intended for a specific audience. He discerned which texts were
theological or doctrinal and intended for members only, and which were
designed for the general public. Of these, he laid out a hierarchy of
audience in the publications: private and public, religious and commercial,
doctrinal, instructional, or practical. He outlined the differences in intent
between types of paper stock that were used for any given publication:
higher quality for a select group of outsiders they wished to cultivate,

3. Julieanna Frost, “The Rise and Fall of Prince Michael Mills and the Detroit
Jezreelites,” American Communal Soceties Quarterly 8, no. 3 (July 2014): 146-62;
Julieanna Frost, The Worthy Virgins: Mary Purnell and Her City of David (Clinton,
N.Y:: Richard W. Couper Press, 2014).

4. Jane Shaw and Philip Lockley, eds. The History of a Modern Millennial Movement:
The Southcottians (1. B. Tauris and Co, Ltd. 1977).
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cheap stock for texts commonly consulted by members. He observed
several interesting patterns that would go unnoticed by anybody not
working with the imprints as a body of work: significant recurring images
and colors for example, and an underlying numerology revealing deeper
codes and suggesting esoteric levels that would have been discernible only
to members engaged in comprehensive study.

Most important, perhaps, his close and careful work with the textual
history clearly demonstrates that Benjamin Purnell’s wife Mary had at least
as much a hand as her husband, not only in directing and overseeing the
business affairs of the colony, but in co-authoring the key texts that shaped
their Israelite theology. With an indisputable accumulation of evidence, he
affords deserved and long overdue credit to Mary Purnell as spiritual and
creative collaborator, business partner, and co-Messenger. He illuminates
her role particularly as co-author of The Star of Bethlehem, the central text of
the Israelite faith. Also evident in the amassed textual record is the extent
to which her role was contested and diminished over time, cumulating in
the 1930 schism within the colony after the trial and subsequent death of
Benjamin Purnell.

The present-day recovery work here at the House of David is ongoing.
Every day brings a new discovery. Unlike Yaple’s work, therefore, this
new supplement does not aim to be comprehensive. Rather, it catalogs a
sample of newly recovered imprints that are either unique or noteworthy.
This catalog is divided into four categories. The first and largest consists
of wholly original imprints found only in Shiloh, to which Yaple had no
access. While we also hold many of the imprints he does catalog in his
Descriptive Bibliography, there is no reason to enumerate them here. This
first section lists and describes only these original discoveries. Following
Yaple’s model, this set is ordered into two categories. Those that are
dated or whose date could be confidently inferred appear first, listed in
chronological order. Those that are undated or did not contain enough
information to assign a date are listed alphabetically. It attempts to follow
Yaple’s descriptive methods as closely as possible. The interpretive notes,
which also follow his model, may differ in focus in that they are informed
by the author’s training in literary analysis rather than librarianship.

We also house different editions, variants, or states of several imprints
listed in Yaple’s Bibliography. A complete catalog of those is forthcoming,
This article features, however, two of the most noteworthy of this category.
First among these is Y-392, “Free Press of the House of Israel,” an imprint
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so rare that Yaple had only come across it in reprinted form or referred
to in other works. Its recent unearthing, buried in a pile of otherwise
completely nondescript newspaper articles, attests to the inestimable value
of the material being recovered here at Shiloh, the joy of new discovery,
and the larger sense of purpose and connection to something larger that
motivates this work. Also highlighted here is an alternate second edition of
The Star of Bethlehem. Yor a central text containing the core beliefs of a faith
and believed to be divinely inspired, the four-volume Star is also remarkably
unstable. Of uncertain authorship and existing in four different editions,
the newly discovered cover design raises an array of questions worthy of
full scholarly study.

The third category included here is a sampling of previously
uncatalogued court case literature. These are both relevant and interesting
because, rather than simply revisiting the various sensational trials that
dogged the Israelites in the 1920s, these focus on the unique position of the
House of David as a religious organization that is also a corporation, with
regard to United States tax codes.

Some types of material that Yaple included in his catalog are not listed
here, such as song and choir books, most office forms, and posters advertising
events such as square dances. The importance of music and choral singing
to everyday Israelite life, along with the sheer variety of design and content
of those unique to our collection suggest that they should be considered
separately. Equally relevant and worthy of separate consideration are the
different types of office forms, because of the information they yield about
such topics as the application process for new members, the financial and
legal conditions under which they joined, and the various regulations to
which they were subject. Certain advertising items, however, are included
here, such as flyers describing the park because they yield a great deal of
relevant historical information. Not included are such items as the square
dance posters or art catalogs. Although Yaple included such materials in his
catalog as informational and worthy of consideration, the sheer quantity
and ubiquity of them in our collection yield little new information, and are
better regarded as ephemera. We follow Yaple’s example in choosing not to
even attempt to quantify or catalog the innumerable ephemera currently
housed in Shiloh. While certain items such as restaurant menus and train
tickets undoubtedly have their own stories to tell, that is a story that needs
to be told at a later date.
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Besides providing us here at the House of David with clear and
comprehensive guidelines for cataloging our collection, Yaple’s Bibliography
has also proven an invaluable tool for other research institutions with House
of David holdings. Burke Library at Hamilton College, which houses
the largest collection, has begun using it to assign correct bibliographic
information to their imprints and classify them according to Yaple’s system.
In the process, they discovered several imprints in their own collection that
were not available to Yaple at the time he wrote his Bibliography. Following
Yaple’s abbreviation codes for designating which collections hold House of
David imprints, those discovered in Hamilton’s collection that we also hold
are so noted in the description, “NCH also.” Some few imprints among
the Hamilton collection that we do not hold are noted as “NCH only.”

Sorting and classifying all of these newly discovered documents reveal
significant new genres of published Israclite work as well as new titles.
Israelites wrote poetry for each other as personal tributes or as meditations
on points of theology. They published letters, making typically private
writing semi-public for ideological or political purposes. They created
and exchanged concordances and other types of reference compilations
in order to argue for specific textual interpretations or to come to greater
understanding of specific points of their theology. Together, all of these
materials reveal dimensions of Israelite life and thought, as a religion and
as a community of highly intelligent and talented individuals, which has
yet to be fully examined. We hope that this work represents a step in that
direction.

As 1s true of all scholarly work, this supplement came into being
because several people contributed, in one way or another, to its making. It
originates out of interdisciplinary collaboration between between Shannon
McRae and Brian Ziebart. A professor of English and American Studies
who specializes in early-twentieth-century literature, history, and popular
culture, McRae brings a literary perspective, a historical context that comes
of long study and publications on Progressive Era, literary modernism,
and the intersections between popular culture, mythology, and religion
in American popular culture. Brian Ziebart, House of David Trustee,
manager, and chief historian, has direct and close personal relationships
with several longstanding colony members, as well as nearly a decade in
residence listening to their accounts. He has also studied a century’s worth
of manuscripts, family and membership records, and business documents.

Many others guided or assisted this work. As he has done for so
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many other writers, scholars, and seekers, R. James Taylor, Trustee and
Secretary of the City of David, has been an essential source of information,
perspective, and guidance, and as a living repository of the collective
memory of his entire community, quite literally a national treasure. House
of David member Gregory Eversole provided several observations that
helped place some of the more puzzling dimensions of Israelite theology
within a wider context. Debbie Boyersmith, descendant of several Israelite
families, also shared some personal anecdotes that put her fascinating
heritage into deeper perspective. Celena Gross’s delicious vegan lunches
provided all manner of happiness and sustenance. The open-hearted
community spirit that informs everyday life here proves that the spirit of
the place very much lives on and thrives in another generation.

Thanks also to Christian Goodwillie, Director and Curator of Special
Collections and Archives at Hamilton College, for being always willing
and available to track down obscure items or obscure connections between
seemingly unrelated ideas, Randall Ericson and Henry Yaple for sharp
editorial eyes, and Mark Tillson, Special Collections Coordinator at
Hamilton, for useful advice and sharing trade secrets such as how best to
clean Australian bird droppings off of fragile paper book covers.

Thanks also to the State University of New York at Fredonia, for
providing Dr. McRae with a sabbatical grant and generously allowing her
an additional academic leave to pursue this extraordinary opportunity for
scholarship.
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House of David Imprints: Dated 1903-1969

M-001. The following is a Letter. ca. 1903.

Caption titles:
The following is a letter from M.K. Mills / to Eliza Courts. / [Rule] /
Jackson, Mich., Jan. 19, 1896.

Page 1, unnumbered.

From Eliza to M.K. Mills. / [Rule] /January 28, 1896.

Pages 2-3, unnumbered.

Collation: 4-page leaflet. Pages unnumbered. Last page blank. 10.7 x 17.6
cm. No cover. Newsprint.

Notes: M.K. (Michael) Mills, a Jezreelite preacher who believed himself to
be the Seventh Messenger, had established an Israclite colony in Detroit,
Mich. Eliza Courts, another member and his main confidante, became
his spiritual partner after his own wife divorced him. The first letter, dated
January 19, 1896, was sent from Jackson Prison, where he was serving out a
sentence for adultery and statutory rape of other female colony members.

Init, he implicitly accuses her of betraying him with Benjamin Purnell,
declaring her “the tabernacle of Satan ... because of thy disobedience to
the command of the living God of Israel, as given by Michael my son. He
I recognize and no other shall I put in his stead.”

Her response, “From Eliza to M.K. Mills,” reassures: “I chose Michael
instead of the man of sin.” Presumably here she is declaring her unequivocal
loyalty to Mills and complete rejection of Benjamin. According to Clare
Adkin’s sources, a power struggle between Benjamin and Eliza Courts
ensued while Mills was imprisoned.” As a result, Benjamin and Mary left
the God House, and began the seven years of traveling, during which
period they wrote The Star of Bethlehem.

Although no preface or other context is given, the typeface and paper
are typical of early House of David imprints. Context strongly suggests
that this set of letters was printed in the colony in 1903, during the period
Benjamin sought to establish himself as the Seventh Messenger.

5. Adkin, p. 12.

133

https://digitalcommons.hamilton.edu/acsq/vol12/iss4/6



McRae and Ziebart: Descriptive Bibliography of Imprints in the House of David Collection

M-001
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Accomplishing this required convincing already established followers
of the Fifth Messenger John Wroe, and the Sixth Messenger J.J. Jezreel, of
their legitimacy. Benjamin and Mary were affiliated with Mills’s colony in
Detroit, living in their God House from 1892 (the year Mills was arrested
and imprisoned on rape charges), until sometime after March 12, 1895.
In his testimony before Judge Louis Fead during the 1927 trial, Benjamin
stated that it was during the time in the Mills colony that “a greater
portion of the graft lit upon me or the spirit fell upon me.” The fact that
Benjamin describes the experience of receiving spiritual revelation, and
with it the status of Seventh Messenger as his alone, during this testimony
is noteworthy. Shortly after this experience, Mary and Benjamin departed,
making a living as wandering preachers until settling in Fostoria, Ohio,
in 1902. It was during this period that the couple composed The Star of
Bethlehem. Although during this testimony Benjamin cites himself as the sole
author of the Star, the language and style strongly suggests that Mary—
whose prose is markedly more lucid than Benjamin’s—co-authored it. Key
passages of the second edition clearly indicate her role as co-Messenger,
indicating that the spirit fell upon them both. The question as to whether
Benjamin alone or Benjamin and Mary together were the Seventh
Messenger, a point of tension throughout the history of the colony and
evident in the edition history of the Star, became a matter of irreconcilably
opposing doctrines after the colony split in 1930. For the members of the
House of David, who followed Judge Dewhirst after Benjamin’s death,
Benjamin alone was the Seventh Messenger. For Mary’s followers, who
became known as Mary’s City of David, Mary and Benjamin shared the
role of co-Messengers, Shiloh Twain.

The 1902 publication and distribution of the Star “helped to transform
Benjamin and Mary from itinerant ministers to founders and chief officers
of the colony in Benton Harbor.”” But as this “Letter” demonstrates,
the couple strategically laid groundwork on multiple fronts to convince
potential followers of their legitimacy. It is very likely that Mary and
Benjamin published this exchange in order to prove Eliza’s continued
loyalty to a man currently imprisoned for rape, thus demonstrating the
fundamental corruption of the Detroit colony to those who had not yet
chosen an alliance.

6. Muchigan vs. House of David, p. 4084.
7. Yaple, p. 37.
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M-002

136

Published by Hamilton Digital Commons, 2018




American Communal Societies Quarterly, Vol. 12, No. 4 [2018]

M-002. A Letter of Warning. ca. 1903.

Caption titles:
A LETTER OF WARNING. / [Rule]
Page 1.

[Rule] / Following is a Letter from M.K. Mills / to Eliza Courts. / [Rule]
Jackson, Mich., Jan. 19, 1896.
Pages 6-7.

[Rule] / From Eliza to M.K. Mills / [Rule] / January 28, 1896.
Pages 7-8.

Collation: Booklet, 8 pages. 9.9 x 17.5 cm.

Notes: Although “A Letter of Warning” is undated, it was likely published
in 1903. Printed as an accompaniment to the letters exchanged between
Mills and Courts as described in M-001, “A Letter” is signed by Elizabeth
and Joseph Shuttle, from Toronto, Canada. Apparently former members
of the Mills colony in Detroit, the Shuttles address their letter to “Our
Dear Brothers and Sister and All Those Interested in Israel’s Pure Faith.”

Published along with a reprint of the Mills/Courts exchange, its
purpose is to warn other current and prospective Israelites against the
corruption of the Mills colony, to advocate for the moral and spiritual
superiority of the fledgling Benton Harbor colony, and to advocate for
Benjamin as the true Seventh Messenger. This, along with the Mills/
Courts letters, can be dated with some confidence to 1903 because the
Shuttles write “a year ago we had the Star of Bethlehem brought to our
home, and as soon as we read it we felt our hearts burn within us, knowing
it was the Master’s voice and the pure word of God.” The first edition
of the Star, published in 1902 in Fostoria, Ohio, was sent out to several
prospective members, who later came to Benton Harbor.?

8. For further background on the Mills colony, see Frost, “The Rise and Fall

of Prince Michael Mills and the Detroit Jezreelites,” American Communal Societzes
Quarterly 8, no. 3 (July 2014): 146-62. For wider context and further documenta-
tion of the pamphlet campaign the Purnells waged in order to secure their posi-
tions as Seventh Messenger against rival factions, see Y-7 and Y-38.
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M-003. [Untitled]. ca. 1905.

Collation: 4 unnumbered pages, unbound. 12.7 x 34.8 cm. Printed on
newsprint.

NCH only

Notes: This appears to be a highly condensed or preliminary version of
the materials published in “Brief Pocket Concordance to Extracts and
Private Word” (Y-37), and “1822 John Wroe Reference Book” (Y-29).
It represents a partial concordance of some main themes of concern to
Israelites published in two of John Wroe’s main collections of writings:
Divine Communications and Private Communications, referred to as “Public
Word” and “Private Word” respectively.

M-004. Israel’s Printers. ca. 1907.
Caption title: Israel’s Printers.

Collation: Broadside. 13.5 x 21.2 ¢cm. 8 rhymed quatrains with an 8-line
“PS.” Light tan parchment paper, gold ink. (Several other copies in black
ink).

Notes: This clever, affectionate verse tribute to the workers in the printing
office was written by sometime in 1907. The existence of a similar tribute to
“Israel’s Preachers” found in manuscript form among Benjamin Purnell’s
possessions, dated 1907 and signed “Lillian” suggests that its author was
Lillian Rains, who joined the colony in 1905 and died in 1908.

At the House of David, work, life, and faith were intertwined.
Seemingly secular poetry, music, and performances carried a deeper
religious message. Even little poems such as this, which seem purely playful
on the surface, convey the members’ sense of the mission inherent even
in their everyday work, and the cooperative part each one plays: “This
is the place they’re printing/ The papers and the books/ On Life and
Immortality/ Yor all who therein looks. This message of redemption/ Is
preached from town to town/ By House of David Preachers,/ Who hand
the books around.”
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Israel's Printers.

Theve in g printing office
this the Howse of David grovad;
Tl sdvead grinting affice
For many uwiben avownd.
Thie ix the place they're prinking,
The pupers and the !h'.'ﬂh
ia .Lif{: and finmovialily
For' all who therein looks.
This wressage of redenpiionm
Js pronched From toen fo fowis
By House of Duvid presohera,
IV faaned £he books a.rmr:mﬂ.
The ginls whcrfcfﬂ:fs- p-::‘:;hrrﬁ',
Tsrael’s faith are firm;
Iﬁ{;ym el ging o work e el
Al evier sosk ta leora.
Tha' sneny in the worlid wonld sey
i gickly Tot they wre,"
Bett wet @ bedior 2sfy youe can'l
i elsembere— notr or fur,
Phe fowers and the fomcla, they,
Vialet, Lillize, Poal;
Anad Lizzie, dda, and our Ethel,
Fxede ave o waerul givl.
Lot's aet Forget the brothers too,
e Tuoker, Jesss, fred,
Wik love do work and lova to eak,
- Whei not asleep in Do,
Andd brother Wasnnar— molor pourer,
00F all this fne eelloedion.
A great veward fe pught fo Ritis,
Anid Bhilok's wure proteetion.

B
Aaad Brother Wdliﬂj‘ NEYE ha ia
An v Fonoraey member’’ 5
Flvar boy, M is— ond many mere,
W howe sl aes well remenhar.
Fiure fuils v nowe fo tald of wll
Tihe sy who heve worked heve
We beier, becaiss tha fime is short,
Theia v New Creation'’ §ih yoar.

M-004
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The named tributes are also historically useful, as a list of colony
members and the jobs they held in 1907. They highlight as well the
importance and diversity of women’s work. Named are Violet McFarlane
(Tucker), Lillie Rains (this poem’s likely author, who died the next year in
1908), Lily Burkland, Lizzie Tomlinson, Pearl Shuttle (who left in 1908),
Ida Caudle, Ethel Tucker, J.D. Tucker, Jessie Hornbeck, Fred Sherman
(who left in 1916), John Wasmer (who left in 1909), and Wesley Schneider.

Like much of the better Israelite poetry, the final stanza conveys a
double meaning: “Time fails us now to tell of all/ The many who have
worked here; We brief, because the time is short,/ This ‘New Creation’
4th year.” On one level, time is short because it would take more than the
poet has to name and credit all the workers. On another, their time in the
mortal world is fleeting. The Israelites at this time were actively preparing
the Ingathering. ““New Creation’ 4th year” also allows for a definitive date
of 1907 the Israelite calendar begins in 1903, the date the colony was
established.

M-005. Important Notice! ca. 1908.

Caption title: IMPORTANT NOTICE! / [Rule]

Collation: Broadside, one of several in a pad of tear-off sheets. 12.5 x 14.5
cm. Blue ink on high-quality coated white paper.

Notes: Once the first 1905 wave of Australian members had settled in
Benton Harbor, the Isracelites began a second wave of recruitment. While
initial efforts were focused on attracting Wroeite and Jezreelite followers,
the next level involved a force of traveling preachers working to recruit a
wider membership.

As Clare Adkin describes it, teams of two to six men and women
were sent out, traveling on bicycles, horse-drawn Baushke wagons, boats,
and eventually automobiles—many of which colony members built
themselves.” They went as far as New Zealand, Australia, and Europe as
well as across an America that was, at the time in parts still largely frontier.
Conversion efforts were so successful, with daily arrivals of prospective
members, that Mary and Benjamin found themselves having to be more

9. Adkin, p. 20.
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selective. Specifically, applicants had to wait to be approved before arriving,
and had to be able to pay their own way. These little flyers were most likely
produced around 1908 since the wording largely matches a notice printed
that year in Shiloh’s Messenger of Wisdom."

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

WING to the desire of many to come to the House oF
Davip faster than we are able to build and prepare
places for them, we wish it understond by all such, that in
order to save us and themselvez much unnecessary trouble,
they should correspond with uws before making arrangemencs
(LRI |
It is absolurely necessary thar each and every case be
given due consideration, and the applicant await for the call

to come home, 25 there must be order in the Lord’s house,

Furthermore we wish it understood thar any and -all
families or imdividuals desiting to come should pay their
own way, and should not pay any one else's way. Let every
one take care of their own affairs individually,  Therefore
we will not be responsible in paying them away.

ISRAELITE HOUSE OF DAVID

BENTON IARBOR, MICH., U, § A.

M-005

10. Adkin, p. 22.
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M-006. Brief Concordance to the Star of Bethlehem. ca. 1910.

Cover title: [l4-point star ensign printed in red ink] / BRIEF
CONCORDANCE / TO THE [in red ink] / STAR OF BETHLEHEM
/ [Peace dove emblem printed in red ink] / ISRAELITE HOUSE OF
DAVID / BENTON HARBOR, MICH., U. S. A.

Title page: [the whole printed in green ink] / [14-point star ensign overlaid
with Shiloh trumpet device | / BRIEF CONCORDANCE / TO THE /
STAR OF BETHLEHEM / [Peace dove emblem] / Published by the /
ISRAELITE HOUSE OF DAVID / Benton Harbor, Mich., U.S. A.

Caption title: A Brief Concordance / to the / Star of Bethlehem / [Rule]

Collation: Title page. 1 blank page. 158 pages. 7 blank leaves. 14.6 x 21.5
cm. Brown paper cover.

Notes: In entry #85 his Biblography for the third edition of The Star of
Bethlehem, Yaple mentions a copy held in the Hamilton College Library
that is bound together with a 158-page Brigf Concordance, and Star of
Bethlehem Subject “Texts. At the time of publication, he had not located a
separate copy. In 2017, the House of David acquired three copies from the
Australian colony, along with several other HOD imprints. This is likely
that concordance, separately bound. For this reason, a publication date of
1910 is posited, to correlate with the publication date of the third edition
of the Star.

In his work, Yaple observes recurrent codes, iconography, and images
that taken together suggest deeper symbolic significance in the Israelite
imprints, particularly in the earlier texts. Numerology is crucial—
particularly the number seven and various multiples. Covers, for example,
are sometimes color-coded. Pink paper covers “generally meant that
the publication was strictly limited to colony members,” while red ones
“may have suggested Benjamin was the author.” Works with Mary clearly
credited as author “were often distinguished by predominantly white paper
covers, and sometimes with multi-colored illustrations or cuts.”'' Noting
as well that the peace dove “became Mary’s personal symbol” in 1912,
he suggests that “its appearance on printed works indicated to members

11. Yaple, p. 25.
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that she was the author.”'? Elsewhere, Yaple remarks on this seemingly
earlier appearance of Mary’s dove, and posits from this that Mary may
have authored this concordance. He further suggests that the fourteen-
pointed star—double seven, “indicates Benjamin and Mary as Shiloh
Twain.” If so, the presence of the dove and her emblematic signature
along with the double star, silently suggests her role not only as co-author
of this central text and its accompanying interpretive concordance, but
also as co-Messenger."”

s g

At the House of David there 1s a New Park
and the best Mineral Springs in the Lake region.
While at St. Joe you have plenty of time; for a
nickel take the street car bearing the name

House Of David

And enter FREE the beautiful

e Lhll 1 Park Springs Of Eden
] The House of David Park Springs of Eden s the

Last Stop Except The Loop

The loop begins at the House of David and
simply runs to our East entrance.

Get Off With The Crowd

| |- | AT THE HOUSE OF DAVID
\._QH..}.__ “'i“ | e and save walking hack, as some do, disappointed.

e We take pleasure in fiving you this nforma-
[ tion, hoping to save you time and money.

ke L
o
é
)

i
i

b

SEe | 4 Sl

s o LT

HEAVY LINE SHOWS LOOFP

) II-'D ‘ A Miuint:rftn'[‘;rain runs through the Park to
-l i e the Springs of Eden.
. FREE ENTRANCE
Get Off at the House of David o
And Save Iime and Money. partake of the Mincral Waters freely.
M-007

12. Yaple, p. 121.
13. Yaple, email correspondence, April 8, 2018.
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M-007. Information for Excursionists! ca. 1910.
Caption title: INFORMATION / For Excursionists! / [Thick, thick rules]
Collation: 4-page leaflet, 9.5 x 16.5 cm.

NCH Also

Notes: While ordinarily an advertising flyer like this is classified as
ephemera, such items as produced by the HOD during this period are
information-rich and highly noteworthy. This little leaflet, from around
1910, was likely given out to tourists arriving to Benton Harbor on the
steamship and railroad lines. Along with a detailed description of Eden
Springs’s “health restoring waters” and picturesque scenery, and a map of
the miniature train loop at that time, it offers instructions on exactly where
to get off the streetcar, a full-page description of the park inside, and a map
showing the relevant section of the streetcar line and the train loop as it
existed around 1910.

An often-told, humorous colony story concerns the apparent fact that
the “End of Line” sign for the miniature train had streetcar passengers,
thinking they had mistakenly reached the last trolley stop, disembarking at
the miniature train stop. The Israelites, taking advantage of their fortuitous
confusion, encouraged them to visit the park while they waited for the next
train. Apparently, these amusing advertising tactics became enough of an
inside joke that the leaflet itself explains the situation in as confusing a way
as possible, then simply encourages, in large font: “Get off at the House of
David and Avoid Mistakes.”

The described route of the miniature train is also interesting: “over
the high bridge, crossing the valley to the Jewish Ravenna Park, thence to
Bethany, south of Park Springs of Eden.” Bethany was an early name for
“The Twenty-Six,” a farm located on the south side of Empire Avenue
and divided by M-139. “Ravenna Park” was a Jewish resort located on Fair
and Britain Avenue, adjacent to House of David property. The fact that
the streetcar included a stop there on its route strongly indicates an active
effort to encourage a Jewish clientele.
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M-008 recto

HAVE YOI VISITED ¥ HAVE YOU VISITELD
EDEN SPRINGS rHis sEason ¥ |F x0T, TAKE YOUR FIRET OFFORTUNITY
axp AEE THIS INTERESTING PLACE erroxcisc o THe [sragnrrr
HOUSE OF IDDAVID, rhe PEOFLE WITH LONG FLOWING Halk, THE ONLY TRUE
SOCLALISTIC CoLawy 1% Tk worin  THERE 5 4 Bearmirun PARK FILLED wiTH
FLOWERS AN E.[-[l.'l_"ﬂﬁ.' TALL 'I".'I:T:!l HHALY ."!'.H:H{:-\., LAKE; MIMNERAL EIFELIN LIS, AMNILF
OTIEE MaTukal. BEAUTIES, THE vasx 15 excireLen sy THE FINESsT MINIATURE
BAILWAY ¥ THE WORLD, CROSSING Swan LakeE ny #iGH SERIDGES, THHMUGH
WOODE, FORMING A GREa® FIGURE "B MUSIC 15 svrriien oy LADIES, MENS
anp BOYS BANDSE sivive FREE CONCEIRTS APTERNOON AND EVENING,
MOVING PICTURFES wirH EXTEA BFECIAL FEATURES. LODLOGICAL GROUNDE,
THERE ARE MANY ATTRACTIONS TO INTEREST VISITORS

Trne smials seRvEn aT TiE YEGETARIAN RESTAURANT axe SIMPLY
DELICHIUS: A& THE TANLE 15 SUPFLIED FRESH FEOM OUE OWX DATRY FalM;
POULTEY FARM AND VECETABLE GARDENS, PRICES ARE REASONABLE SERVICE ON THE
EUROPEAN FLAN, PAYVING ONLY FOB WHAT YoUr (ORIFEE.

Srupier CARE PASE RNTRANCE EVERY TEN MINUTEE rorR Bexton Harpor axp
S7. JOE, MARING CLOSE CONNECTIONE WITH BOAT XD TRAIX. FREE ENTRANCE

T Pagk. A pEAL PLACE T SPLND A DAY, A WEEK OR A MONTH.
: Tage GHEAHAM & MORTON STEAMERS 10 Bevtoxw Harsom, ¥

O ATT TTT HATRE OF NAVID. Bexrox Hacnoe, Muwsn 11 8 A

M-008 verso
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M-008. Have You Visited. ca. 1911.

Caption title: HAVE YOU VISITED ([tree ornament] HAVE YOU
VISITED / [Rule]

Collation: Broadsheet, with advertising text on one side and a picture of
House of David members in front of Shiloh on the other. Dark blue ink on
coated white paper. 9.1 x 13.7 cm.

Notes: As with M-007, this small card should strictly be classified as
ephemera rather than a publication. It is textually rich and historically
informative enough, however, to merit analysis. Now there are two high
bridges, rather than the one mentioned in the previous description. Not
mentioned at all is the baseball park, built in 1912. This omission, along
with the mention of the second trestle, dates this card to roughly 1911.
Besides the various attractions listed to entice the visitors: flowers,
trees, lakes, and mineral springs, miniature railway, music, the restaurants,
and “moving pictures,” the Colonists advertise themselves as among the
attractions. With such descriptions as “the people with the long flowing
hair,” and “the only true socialistic colony in the world,” it’s clear that the
colony was deliberately banking on its own oddness, highly marketable in
Progressive-era America, with its insatiable taste for spectacle.

M-009. Look for the Steamer “Rising Sun.” 1914.

Caption title: [First line printed in green ink] LOOK FOR THE
STEAMER / [Next line printed in red ink] “RISING SUN” / [Thin rule
printed in green ink] AT [Thin rule printed in green ink] / [Thin rule
enclosing the photo below printed in green ink] / [Next three lines printed
in red ink] WELLS STREET BRIDGE, CHICAGO / (SOUTHSIDE)
/ BEGINNING JULY 1, 1914 / [Photograph in green ink of House of
David steamer Rising Sun|

Collation: 4-page leaflet, with two pages printed on one side only. For some
reason, the fold is on the right side of the leaflet, so what would normally
be the front is printed as if on the back. 11 x 15.6 cm.

Notes: The House of David owned and operated the Rising Sun from
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May 1, 1913, until October 29, 1917, when it ran aground in northern
Lake Michigan. The successive advertising flyers for the park document
its evolution, as attractions were added, in keeping with the increasing
demand of the early twentieth-century American public for entertainment
and spectacle. The train now had two high bridges rather than just one.
“Moving pictures,” were now offered, as well as a bowling alley and
dancing for the thousands who now came to the Park.

LOOK "FOR THE STEAMER = RN e T

LEAVE DENTON MARBOR, & p. m. EACH DAY ox-

L R[SING SUN o | copting Sundaye and the ded snd Bih aof July.

Oit Lhess dates will lsive Benlon Harbor st 10 p. m.
i Blaht is peserved b change sbove schedule withoul vabics

[ WELLS STREET BRIDGE, CHICAGO | | T T i
{SOUTHSIDE LW iy :
| Ilﬂllllllln JULY 1, 1218 | |

Mineral Waters at Eden Sgrings

The great novel MINIATURE RAILROAD TRAING
eoncircle the garden Park of Eden, croasing two high
ERRYEC MEER TR i | bridgas, giving a bird's aye view of Eden Springs.

EDEN SPRINGS. HOUSE OF DAVID MOVING FICTURES with MUSIG and Sima-

Bonton Harbor, Mich,

NG and ¢hange of entortalnment in AMPHITHEAR=
= = s TER, seating capacity 2500.
The “RISING SUN"' will CARRY PASSENGERS VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT. ROOMS to Renl
DAILY, Which will Land you at About 2:00 POOL of GILOAM Tar Exthing In Eden Park
B. M. 3t BENTON WARBOR, MICH. ki & et e el
with sults furnished,
e ibeet TEM-FIN BOWLING ALLEYS, now plan: aglving

HOUSE OF DAVID DOCKS mild cxcrcisc and the best amusement of the day.

AVIARY and ZOO.
Take Btroet Car EAST, ur to your left bearing namsa
. BAND a 'S BAND and
e I e GIRLS will play and the MEWS

! :
EDEN SPRINGS, with ORCHESTRA will alsc entartiln you
SPRINGS and MINERAL ARTESIAN  WELLS DANGING in the Pavilion &t svening.

BVETR | OVER

M-009
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M-010. Briefs on Prohibition. ca. 1916.

Caption title: BRIEFS ON PROHIBITION

Collation: 11 leaves, printed in large-type blue ink. 14.3 x 20 cm. Top-
bound with two staples. Plain brown paper covers.

Notes: The blank cover, cheap paper, and the unedited, aphoristic nature
of its various statements, allusions, and references are all characteristic of
HOD publications meant only for colony members. Textually, it resembles
7 Baskets of Fragments and other colony publications that record Benjamin’s
teachings and brief notes more or less verbatim, rather than the more
developed prose intended for wider distribution. Each of the Briefs explains
Benjamin’s view that prohibition is contrary to biblical, and by extension
Israelite, teaching. Presumably, they provided the raw material for Books I
and Il of Eden’s Paradisical Liberty (Y-140, 129) and The Seriptures are in Favor
of Wet (Y-146, 147, 148).

On November 7, 1916, Michigan voted in favor of prohibition by
a 20 percent margin. Benjamin’s anti-prohibition stance sets the colony
against the mainstream, but more remarkably seems to contradict the
strict abstinence that is one of the tenets of Israelite faith. Yaple implies
that Benjamin’s anti-prohibition stance, seemingly inconsistent for the
abstaining Israelites, was rooted in concerns about the impact on his
entertainment businesses if the various ethnic clientele from Chicago
could not obtain alcohol. “Public debate before the vote must have been
passionate, and may have inspired Benjamin’s defense of the House of
David’s monetarily valuable right to serve alcohol in Eden Springs.”"*
R. James Taylor, however, states that “there was never alcohol served at
the House of David during Mary and Benjamin’s time. HOWEVER,
the week that prohibition was overturned the park already was set up to
serve and did serve alcohol.””® Michigan was the first state to ratify the
21st amendment to the Constitution to end prohibition. Repeal went into
effect December 5, 1933.'° By this time, Mary had left the colony with her
followers, and Judge Dewhirst was in full control of the House of David.

14. Yaple, p. 166.
15. R. James Taylor, email communication, February 18, 2018.

16. For more on the history of prohibition and repeal in Michigan, see “Subject
Focus: The Windsor-Detroit Funnel: Prohibition in Detroit,” Walter P. Reuther
Library, Wayne State University, https://reuther.wayne.edu/node/8334.

150

Published by Hamilton Digital Commons, 2018

25



American Communal Societies Quarterly, Vol. 12, No. 4 [2018]

Taylor’s implication is that serving alcohol was part of Dewhirst’s far more
secular approach to colony affairs.

It is important to note that Benjamin made a clear distinction between
prohibition and temperance. “There was war in heaven and continued
in earth,” he writes in this little collection of briefs. “And it was between
liberty, freedom, and prohibition. Therefore, the scripture teaches free-will
choice in all things, and opposes prohibition” (p. 1). Benjamin’s motivations
in taking on this political issue were not commercial but scriptural, rooted
in Israelite interpretation of the doctrine of free will—specifically the
will to discipline the warring carnal nature of the embodied self, in order
to attain eternal life through purification of the body.'” In this, he was
also implicitly arguing for freedom of Israelite religious thought, in the
face of increasingly militant and hegemonic mainstream Protestantism,
increasingly allying itself with governmental forces in order to exert a level
of social control.

BRIEFS ON PROHIBITION

Creation of light and darkness and the
earth, and let it bring forth fruit and to rule
over darkness.

Created whales and fish abundantly,
and fowls and living creature, and cattle
and beast and creeping thing ete. And God
said, Let us make man in our image and
after our likeness and no prohibition.

ARK BRIEFS
M-010
------ There was war in heaven and continued
in earth... And it was between liberty, free-
dom, and prohibition. . Therefore the scrip- |
tures teach a free-will choice in all things, |
and opposes prohibition.

Therefore war in all the world both
natural and spiritual, and while there was
war and still is, the scriptures forbid war,
but why? Because it was the Satans that
raised war, and yet God did not prohibit it.

1

17. Madden, “Israelites in America,” The History of a Modern Mullennial Movement,
pp- 154-53.
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M-011. Let No Man Judge You in Meats or in Drinks. ca. 1916.

Caption title: Let No Man Judge You in Meats or in / DRINKS, or
in Respect of / AN HOLY DAY / Colossians 2-16. / [Thick, thin red
rule border enclosing following words, printed in red ink] Vote Against
Prohibition!

Collation: Broadsheet, newsprint. 16.8 x 25.4 cm.

Notes: This broadsheet, likely intended for Park visitors, argues strongly
against prohibition, in favor of temperance. Prohibition “is in direct
opposition to God,” because God gave humans free will. Since the Fall
resulted from an exercise of free will that put them in opposition to God,
only free will exercised in a way that refined human weakness and failing
could put them on the path to salvation—hence temperance, as opposed
to prohibition, which imposed human laws and thus took away the
opportunity to make the correct moral choices. This is a highly condensed

version of the same case that Benjamin makes in The Scriptures are in Favor
of Wet (Y-146, Y-147, Y-148), Eden’s Paradisical Liberty (Y-129, Y-140), and
the colony-only Briefs on Prohibition (M-010).

Let No Man Judge You in Meats or in
DRINKS, or in Respect of
AN HOLY DAY

Colossians 2-16.
' Vote Against Prohibition!|

AM()]\'G all the speakers for the wets here is the best
—and the exact words of Solomon: Wine is as
good as life to a man, if it be drunk moderately: what
life is then to a man that is without wine? for it was
made to make men glad. Wine measurably drunk and
_in season bringeth gladness of the heart, and cheer-
] ‘of the mind: But wine drunken with excess _
* maketh bitterness of the mind. Rebukenot thyneigh- =~/
bor at the wine, and despise hitn nplist Lis utis v give: -~ « M-011
him no despileful words, and pressnot upon him with
urging to drink. Ecclus. 31.
‘What a good discourse against prohibition, and for
temperance! but the drys with their hand at their
throal they press, and forbid, and prohibit which
is in direct opposition to God, breaks down his
law and establishes a force law of their own, And it
says. Come eat of my bread and drink of the wine.
TForsake the foolish and live; and go in the way of un-
derstanding. Proverbs 9-5,6. Note the above quota-
tion. Forsake the foolish prohibiters, and go in way
of understanding.
Enoch gives the following quotation: Wee te you
who drink water at all times; for suddenly shall you
be recompensed, consumed, and withered, beecause
you hl;c2§OMken the Fountain of Life. Enoch 95-6;

¥

A concert of music in a banquet of wine is as a
signet of carbuncle sel in gold. As a signel of an
.
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M-012. Basket Ball Rules 1920-1921. 1920.
Cover title: BASKET BALL / RULES / [Thick rule] / 1920 — 1921
Title page: BASKET BALL / RULES / [Thick rule] / 1920 — 1921

Collation: Title page. 1 blank page. 37 pages (page 1 unnumbered). 1 blank
page. 11 x 14.5 cm. Pink paper cover.

Notes: Although clearly a colony imprint, this book of basketball rules and
regulations was not authored by a colony member, but excerpted from

George T. Hepbron’s 1904 How to Play Basketball, the game’s first rule book.
The Q) & A list at the end of the booklet, however, is credited to Hepbron.

BASKET BALL
RULES

1920 - 1921

M-012
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M-013. Directory of Daily Newspapers, Periodicals, and
Magazines. 1921.

Cover title: [Thick rule border enclosing full title, type ornament bottom
center of border] / DIRECTORY / [Rule] OF [Rule] / DAILY
NEWSPAPERS, / PERIODICALS & MAGAZINES / PUBLISHED IN
/ United States, Territories and Canada / 1921 / PUBLISHED BY /
HOUSE OF DAVID / BENTON HARBOR, MICH., U.S.A.

First section caption title: DIRECTORY / MICHIGAN
PUBLICATIONS / 1921 / [Rule] List of Publications in Michigan
[Rule]

Pages 1-25, page 1 unnumbered.

Second section caption title: DIRECTORY [Underscore] / MAGAZINES
AND PERIODICALS / Published in United States and Canada / 1921
/ [Rule]

Pages 29-35. Page 29 unnumbered.

Third section caption title: DIRECTORY [Underscore] / DAILY
PAPERS / Published in / US.A., TERRITORIES / CANADA / 1921
/ [Rule]

Pages 37-137. Page 37 unnumbered.

Collation: Two blank leaves. 134 pages. Directory Michigan Publications
pages 1-25. One blank page. One blankleaf. Thick cardstock yellow divider.
Directory Magazines and Periodicals Published in the United States and
Canada, pages 29-35. One blank page. Thick cardstock pink divider.
Directory Daily Papers Published in U.S.A. Territories and Canada, pages
37-134. 9 blank leaves. 14.7 x 22.3 cm. Tan paper cover

Notes: This fairly comprehensive directory, listing the populations and
presumably the circulation figures for newspapers, magazines, and
periodicals in the U.S.; U.S. Territories, and Canada, indicates that the
Israelites, even through the period when a sensationalized series of legal
trials brought the colony unwanted publicity, were still business-minded,
and highly aware of the importance of widely publicizing the various
colony enterprises, particularly the popular bands and sports teams.
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STAR REFERENCES
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M-014. Star References. ca. 1923.
Caption title: STAR REFERENCES

Collation: 7 sheets, printed on one side, bound with staples. 14.9 x 19.5
cm. Blank white paper cover, with “Edith / Star 1923 Con” penciled
neatly top center.

Notes: Sometimes, the publications that seem the most insignificant or
nondescript contain the most fascinating puzzles. Several factors make
this seemingly insubstantial and cryptic concordance interesting. Several
of the rare imprints described in this supplement come from the office
of Edith Meldrim, which remained largely untouched and much as she
had left it after her death. Many samples of her handwriting are available
from documents stored in this room and elsewhere; the penciled notation
described above is in her hand. Edith enjoyed the highest level of authority
over day-to-day colony operations, personnel issues, and spiritual concerns.
This fact that this pamphlet, the only known copy, was clearly printed on
the same machine used to print other colony publications indicates that it
was for official distribution. The plain white cover is similar to that of other
colony imprints intended for circulation among a highly select group. In
1923, Edith would have either been in the position to decide who was
among that group, or to know exactly who else had been entrusted with
privileged information.

It is clear that the words and annotations aren’t simply straightforward
references, designed to enable preachers or others discussing Israelite
theology to easily recall relevant passages according to keyword mnemonics,
as 1 the typical function of the other colony-published concordances.
Although a few of the same Star of Bethlehem keywords appear in this as in
the more official Brief Concordance, many keywords in this smaller pamphlet
are indexed to entirely different passages.

Moreover, some of the keywords, such as “LAWYER, JUDGE, JURY,
PRISON, SCORPIONS;,” “ENVY, JEALOUSY, STRIFE,” or words such
as “RAPE,” indicate a strong preoccupation with the colony’s ongoing
legal issues. On August 16, 1923, culminating a series of spectacular
and increasingly public accusations against Benjamin, Isabella Pritchard
“filed an amended bill of complaint in the Berrien County Circuit Court”
naming herself and 12 other co-plaintiffs claiming, among other things,
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that Benjamin had “seduced and raped between 200 and 500 girls.”'®

Besides revealing intense concern about legal matters, this text also
contains what appear to be notes geared toward either textual revision, or
textual reconsideration of the Star itself. Under “Errors,” for example, the
following remarkable annotations: (First paragraph mixed up)... 241 Not
wife of youth, but a sister ... 391 (Must be taken out.) He is in the world
(Wrong. Must be corrected) ... 385 Seed of woman. Fat it up. (Revise) ....
434

These annotations refer to passages in the 1910 third edition of 7he
Star of Bethlehem (Y-85, Y-86, Y-87, Y-88). It is likely that the author of this
mini-concordance was Benjamin, and highly possible that Edith assisted if
not collaborated. They suggest that he was considering a textual revision
of The Star of Bethlehem—which had already undergone three revisions/
corrections, based on modified interpretation of earlier key prophecies. It
is also possible, given the ongoing tensions between Mary and Benjamin,
and issues regarding her leadership role that culminated in the colony
schism in 1930, that Benjamin was planning a new edition of the Star that
minimized or excised passages supporting her role as co-Messenger.

M-015. References. ca. 1926.
State A

Caption title: REFERENCES / [Rule]

Collation: 6 leaves printed on one side of newsprint, in black ink. 14.5 x
19.2 cm

NCH Also

Notes: Similar to Star References above, this concordance is intended as
a critical corrective, which even more explicitly seeks to diminish and
discredit Mary Purnell’s role as co-author and co-Messenger. This time,
the text in question is Book III of The Comforter, which Mary authored and
published in 1925 (Y-203). As Yaple discusses in his annotation to Book
III, Benjamin ordered all copies of Book III to be destroyed. In 1925,

Benjamin was aging, ill, evading the law, and for reasons that can never be

18. Adkin, pp. 138-39.
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fully known, irreconcilably at odds with the wife who had been his partner
and collaborator for nearly half a century.

The extent to which the rift in the Purnell’s marriage played out in the
theological texts each wrote separately subsequent to their collaboration
on the Star is worth a full study in itself. Passages from 7he Comforter and the
annotations in References can be read as scathing dialog. In The Comforter 111,
Mary writes, “So let all married women say, I have lost my husband, the
devil, namely the man of sin” (p. 39). “What man is crushing her to earth,”
Benjamin retorts in References, just before moving on to dismiss her entirely:
“That’s what comes in this book. If you come to me and suck sugar-tit you
shall go free.”

The original copy of The Comforter Book III heavily marked up, with
multiple lines crossed out or heavily annotated in Benjamin’s hand, is
preserved in a vault at Shiloh.

Further note: the copy of this document owned by Hamilton College
Library is similar in every respect except that theirs also includes a plain
brown front cover. The fact that both of these copies are printed in black
ink may be significant. Israclites rarely used black ink, and never wore
black clothing, which they associated with death.

M-016. References. ca. 1926
State B

Caption title: REFERENCES / [Rule]

Collation: 4 unnumbered pages formed by folding a sheet in half. 3 pages
printed in blue ink on newsprint, 4th blank. 14.5 x 21 cm.

Notes: This is a shorter version of References above. It has some of the same
annotations in the exact same wording, but fewer of them. The typeface
is also the same, but this version is printed in the more typical blue rather
than black ink. Because there is no way of knowing which document was
printed first, and the similar typeface suggests that they were printed at
roughly the same time, I am designating them as different states rather
than editions, and this one as State B simply because it is shorter.
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EVOLUTION
‘CUSSED AND DISCUSSED
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M-017. Evolution Cussed and Discussed. 1926.

Cover title: EVOLUTION / ‘CUSSED AND DISCUSSED / [Rule] /
January Ist. / - 1926 -

Title page: EVOLUTION / ‘CUSSED AND DISCUSSED / [Rule]
January Ist. / - 1926 -

Caption title: EVOLUTION / ‘CUSSED AND DISCUSSED / [Rule]
Collation: Title page. 12 pages. 12.7 x 17.1 cm. Light brown paper cover.

Notes: Throughout its history, the colony delighted in performance.
The bands and music groups, the many different versions of hymns and
song books, the traveling baseball and basketball teams, were all part of
everyday life and work.

Theatrical performances, designed for both the general public and for
the colony itself, were also regular and well-documented events. Between
about 1908 and 1915, Benjamin, whose highly unique contribution to
American religious life was his propensity for mixing serious religious
instruction with entertainment, wrote a number of “Dialogs,” essentially
short dramatic performances intended to illustrate some key question or
point of Israclite theology. Photographs from the period show colonists
performing these dialogs in full costume—often, apparently, for their own
amusement and edification rather than for any external audience.

As evinced in little poems such as “Israel’s Printers,” Israelites also
wrote poems for each other. The best of these explore points of Israelite
belief or theology in a playful, witty manner. Cussed and Discussed, signed by
“A Free Lance,” 1s another such composition—one Israelite’s commentary
in verse on the famous Scopes Monkey Trial of 1925. Apparently, the
Israelites, or at least this particular one, held an anti-evolutionary position.
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M-018. 20 Israelite Couples Married. ca. 1926.

Caption title: News-Palladium, Benton Harbor; Dec. 17,1910 / 20 ISRAELITE
COUPLES MARRIED: / IGNORE LAW THAT IGNORED CUPID
/ [ Long rule] / Wholesale Marriages Occur at House of David / Last
Night and Today / [Short rule] / Local Justice Has Hands Full / [Short
rule]

Collation: Collation: 4 unnumbered pages created by folding a large sheet
of newsprint in half. 2 columns of print on each page. 22.9 x 30.5 cm.

Notes: On December 16 and 17, 1910, the House of David stunned the
local community by celebrating what was probably the first group marriage
in Michigan history. Over two days, twenty couples were married in the
House of David Meeting Room. They were not the first of the colony to
marry. The previous April, William Hannaford married Lillian Davis at
the St. Joseph Court House. Nor would they be the last. Between then
and 1926, 133 couples married—some on House of David grounds, some
outside. A few married outsiders; a handful remarried—mostly to other
members.

The first page and the first column of the second page of this imprint
reproduce an article breathlessly describing the first group wedding,
originally printed in Benton Harbor’s newspaper, the News-Palladium, on
December 17, 1910. The rest of the four pages enumerate subsequent
Israclite marriages, some in groups, some in more conventional single
pairs. The list ends with the marriage of Oscar Sassman to Mellie
Edmunds in South Bend Indiana on June 24, 1926. The clear intention of
this document is to make a case for the legitimacy and stability of Israelite
marriages, regardless of whether multiple or single couples married at
any one time. From 1911 through 1922, each section list is followed either
by a count of the number of couples married in groups that year, or the
notation “separate marriage” (one couple) followed by the comment “no
trouble.” The last group wedding was April 20, 1923, in the parlor in
Jerusalem house. After that, until 1926, those who married did so outside
the colony, in single pairs only.

The group marriages became part of the case for the prosecution of
Benjamin Purnell during the 1927 trial. The prosecuting attorney, George
E. Nichols, maintained that Benjamin engineered the weddings in order to
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obscure evidence that he had had sexual relations with the colony girls."
Proceedings for the trial began late in 1926. This document was almost
certainly prepared for the defense, possibly for distribution to the public,
given the newspaper-style format. A version of this list does appear in the
1927 trial transcripts.

M-019. To Our Subscribers and Friends in Israel’s Faith,
Greetings. ca. 1927.

Caption title: TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND FRIENDSIN / ISRAEL’S
FAITH, GREETINGS: — / [Rule]

Collation: Broadside, dark blue ink on light blue paper. 12 x 31.5 cm.
NCH Only

Notes: Notably, this missive was sent out according to “Benjamin’s desire”
by “present officers appointed by Benjamin who are loyal to him.” It
calls attention to earlier notices Benjamin periodically printed in Shiloh’s
Messenger “warning all of bogus workers and usurpers”—in this instance,
by implication, those who remain loyal to Mary. This time, supporters are
directed to send all money not merely to the “House of David Office”
as before, but specifically to “House of David /Drawer G.” The name
inscribed in pencil is Mollie Edwards, who had briefly been a member for
a few months in 1916. Contrary to widespread assumption, many people
stayed in touch with the colony, retaining cordial communications even
after they left.

19. Adkin, p. 85.
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M-020. Condensed Statement of the Assets of the House of
David. 1928.

Caption title: [Type ornament rule] / CONDENSED STATEMENT OF
THE ASSETS OF THE 7/ HOUSE OF DAVID / AT THE CLOSE OF
BUSINESS, JUNE 30, 1928. / (Not including Australian Branch.) / [Type

ornament rule]

Collation: 4-page leaflet, no cover, printed only one side on 2 unnumbered
pages, with fold to the right. Dark green heavy stock paper. 13 x 23 cm.

Notes: Aside from operating as a religious colony, the House of David
was also a highly profitable business concern, with business and property
holdings not just in Berrien County—for which it served as an economic
mainstay—but also the state of Michigan, as well as several other states
and overseas, primarily in Australia.

Benjamin Purnell’s long and spectacular trial culminated in the
decision Judge Jouis H. Fead handed down on November 10, 1927, to place
the House of David in receivership. On December 8, 1927, the Michigan
Supreme Court stayed that decision, pending receivership litigation. Their
decision to overturn Feople vs. Purnell was not handed down until June 3,
1929. Until that decision was given, the House of David was not to sell off
any of its assets, nor were the designated receiver or any outside parties to
lay claim to them.

In the meantime, H.T. (Judge) Dewhirst was consolidating his own
political and economic power base within the colony, a process he had
begun when he rewrote the colony bylaws in order to seize from Mary
control of any financial affairs, and pursued until Mary left with half
the community in 1930. This document is one of a series of financial
statements and Board proceedings published between 1928 and 1929. All
of these documents were printed in a new and distinctive sans-serif font
characteristic of corporate documents of the time, and entirely different
from the more expressive artistic or literary fonts that had distinguished
colony imprints up to this period. Typographically as well as politically,
Dewhirst had executed a takeover and rebranding of the House of David
as a financial entity.
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M-020
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M-021. To Our Subscribers and Friends. ca. 1928-1930.
Caption title: TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND FRIENDS
Collation: Broadside, black ink on light blue paper. 12.7 x 24 cm.
NCH Also

Notes: This is a notice to subscribers, presumably to the Israelite monthly
newspaper Shiloh’s Messenger of Wisdom, as well as the many lucrative
business interests the House of David had accumulated over three decades
of colony development. It instructs all concerned parties that “the House
of David is running its affairs under the management of the officers left
in charge by Benjamin.” Specifically, “all business mail, however remote,”
was to be sent to the “HOUSE OF DAVID OFFICE” only, not to private
individuals. Money and donations in particular were to be sent only the
Office, no longer to “MARY or BENJAMIN.” While according to Clare
Adkin, similar notices regarding the addressing of business mail “appeared
in Israelite publications as early as 1925,”% the likely date of this notice,
given its mention of “officers left in charge by Benjamin,” is sometime
between 1928 and 1930—just after Benjamin’s death, when increasing
tensions between Mary Purnell and Judge Dewhirst led to the eventual
split of the colony into two factions in the spring of 1930. The animosity
was so intense and Dewhirst apparently so politically ambitious, Mary was
not simply to be barred from all financial interests, she was literally written
out of the religion itself—her name, her words, and all references to her
role physically excised from the key texts that she herself had co-authored
with Benjamin—through reprints and even with pen and ink.

This notice concludes: “The BALL OF FIRE was written for the Elect
who knew his voice.” The Flaming Ball of Fire (Y-207, Y-208, Y-209) was
authored exclusively by Benjamin. Prior to the schism, the four-volume
Star of Bethlehem, co-authored by Mary and Benjamin, key passages of
which emphasized the male/female nature of the Shiloh had been the
central theological document. After 1930, the House of David eliminated
the Star, its own foundational theological text, from its list of publications.

Beginning in 1935, the City of David released a fourth edition of
the Star with several significant edits by Mary Purnell—particularly the

20. Adkin, p. 206.
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elimination of passages that had been used to support charges of perjury
in the 1927 trial (Y-465). As it happened, the idiosyncratic, densely written
Flaming Ball of Fire never really replaced the much more comprehensive
and comprehensible Star. The discernable difference in literary quality and
relative clarity between the two texts strongly suggest that Mary’s role in
authoring the Star was far more extensive than generally acknowledged.
While some who remained with the House of David enthusiastically joined
in purging all traces of Mary, even scratching her name out of their copies
any texts with her name on it, others clearly still read and discussed the
Star, as evidenced by the personal copies that remain in Shiloh House with
passages regarding her role underlined or otherwise marked.

M-022. Tommie Lad. ca. 1930s.
Caption title: TOMMIE LAD / By Lacie Wade

Collation: Broadside. 9 four-line stanzas printed in a single column. Black
ink on tan paper. 14.4 x 27 cm.

Notes: Lacie Wade, the author of this charming poem, joined the colony
with her husband Oscar sometime in the 1920s. Highly intelligent, she
worked for years in the cash office, and served as personal secretary to
Judge (H.T.) Dewhirst. Like many of the Israelites, she also gave musical
performances in the Park with the women’s group. Tom Dewhirst,
to whom this poem is dedicated, was the Judge’s youngest son. Besides
playing baseball, Tom held a key role in managing colony business affairs,
eventually becoming Secretary on the death of his older brother Bob. This
poem, most likely written in the 1930s, when Tom was known to have
begun putting on weight, serves as another example of what writing, art,
and public performance meant to the Israelites. Besides being a way by
which many colony members earned a living, the arts were integral to
everyday Israelite life and inseparable from their faith.
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TOMMIE LAD
By Lacie Wade

Well Tommie lad, you're a great big boy,
Neot a bit bashful, nor anyways coy,
In lots of ways you take after your dad,
Plumb full of fun, frolic and nonsense, me lad.

Your smile is =0 broad, its from ear to ear,
There

's more than your mother counts you very dear;

So watch your step, be good all the time,
In the past [ will say you have done very fine.

Two hundred and ffty pounds is some weight,
A sure proof, to your meals you are never late.
Tommie lad, I hear potatoes go over big on your diet.

T reduce, you must leave off mushrooms, so just try it.

Your shape will be lost by such rich living,

Your gitl friend should be careful what she is giving

As a cook, she should have well balanced meals,
anctams.mymlm1| I:ebeelln t||e heels.

Cooking is an art, I'm very good at it too,

Carrots, turnips and rhubarh are so good for you
That by spring I'd have you as strong as iron,

And the massaging I'd give, you'd be fit as a lion.

Your waistlines expanding by the potatoes you eat,
Before very loag, you'll not see your feet;

S0 Tommie lad, take a straight tip from a pal
This likeness I give you iz rght from your gal.

MNow potatces are bad for a home run swat
Mot one will wou hit, if you eat such a lot;

They make you o heavy and shiggish, [ fear,
Too many will ruin your baseball career.

You've a fine happy nature, all smiles and good cheer.
1 r the Captain always liked you near,
Because you are jolly, he liked you, [ know,
And that's the reason we all like you so.

S0 Tommie lad, please take this a&w:e
It is all free, T am placing no

m
1 like you more slender, fat I've always abhored,
Then you'll acquire a figure 1've always adored,

M-023
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M-022

A NOCTURNAL FANFARE

By Manna Woodwarth,

W AS near three o'clock in the still of the night,

On the ffth of July Forty-One.
1 witnessed with awe an inspiring sight,
Crystal beams near transcending the sun.
The great northern lights filled the sky overhead,
Rolling up like the waves of the sea.
A luminous fountain in elegance spread,
Fanning out into etermity.

Al the heavens ablaze with ethereal-light

From the northern horizon thus shone,

Fr.mnmg ntricale patlerns all lacy and bright,
Like the raiment of Cod on his throne.

The powers of the northland were staging a show,
Ever shifting of scenes through the night

A nocturnal opera for mortals below.

Bathed in symphonic rythm of light.

I stood there in silence my lhmlshl* in a trance,
Would the angels be strumming a tune?

Could it be that the spinits were having a dance?
Oy the sun serenading the moon?

What a fanfare of splendol 'mid oceans of light
In its glory eascading the

With regret then | noticed it Fadlng from sight,
With the dawn all its beauty had flown.

I thought of the wonders of heaven and earth,
Of the glonous mystenes umulvﬁl

As mynad stars twinkled down in their myrth,
While the earth on 1ts axis revolved.

Mortal man i his wickedness, envy and stnife,
Ne.er could fathom, or hope to unseal

The wonders of heaven — the secrets of life,
Only God holds the power to reveal.
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M-023. A Nocturnal Fanfare. 1941.
Caption title: A NOCTURNAL FANFARE / By Manna Woodworth.

Collation. Broadside. 4 eight-line stanzas printed in a single column. Black
ink on cream-colored paper. 12.5 x 19 cm.

Notes: Manna Woodworth came to Benton Harbor from Oklahoma with
his father Edward, mother Sarah, his brothers Ami and Emerald, and
sisters Tammie and Lavina. The family joined the colony on April 5, 1911.
As were many of the Israelites, Woodworth was multitalented. Besides
being the colony orchestra leader for many years and traveling around the
country with his own band, he played nine different instruments himself.
He was also a licensed electrician, who did lighting and stage designs for
the Grande Vista Motel, and made jewelry in his spare time. Woodworth’s
poem about the Northern Lights, which were apparently visible on July 5,
1941, serves as a devotional meditation on natural phenomena as divine
revelation.

M-024. Laws out of Zion. ca. 1962.

Cover title: LAWS OUT OF ZION / [Rule] / Large type ornament,
centered.

Collation: Leaflet. 4 unnumbered pages made from a single folded sheet.
Black ink on cream paper. 11.7 x 17.7 cm.

Notes: The multiple copies of this leaflet, as well as the quality of the
paper and the decorative cover, suggest that large quantities were printed
for public distribution to Park patrons. The text consists of a series of Bible
quotes or allusions, organized into aphoristic admonition against behaviors
such as “Criticism,” “Jealousy,” “Inquisitiveness,” and “Murmuring.”

The publication date of 1962 is suggested because the date “July 23,
62” is written carefully in pencil on the front cover of one copy, but also
because the typeface is typical of later colony publications.
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‘LAWS OUT OF ZION

L
Acanst CRITICISM

“] command My People Israel that each shall
refuse to hear aught that is spoken in criticism, in
complaint, or condemnation of an absent brother or
sister.”

Pagt 1.

“Except to decide whether others, besides one-
self, consider such and sueh a thing to be a fault,
and to disenss the best way in which to bring the
matter in question hefore the conscience of the absent
member with a view to aiding him or her to over-
come it." i

Acainst JeaLousy

*1 command My People Israel that they refrain
from human jealousy, for it is as cruel as the grave,
and they who seek Life shall honor good in their
fellows as being a gift of God to whom all honer i
due. Then shall they also have honor of all men,
for that they sought not honor at the expense of
God or of man.” (Seng of Solamon 8-6.)

III.
AGAINST INQUISITIVENESS

“l command My Peo'ple Israel to aveid i mq|||r~
ing into others’ business; none shall seek jnto nor
search out the affairs of a brother or sister in an in-

cuuisitive manner. This applies to small and great and
to small things and great things.™

V.
Acanst MURMURING

*I command My Pmplg Israel that they refrain
from murmuring, for it is the sin of lsracl, which
must be OVCTCOmE ere I take from you all unmwm'd
things. And forasmuch as, did [ deliver yeu when
you murmur, | reject your prayer when taught by
My Son, ye say, ‘Lead us not into ternptation to
murmur,’ this command is sel for your benefit and
the hrepmg thereof shall be fraught with an especial
blessing.” ( Num. 14-29, 30. PsaIm 106-25.)

V.

*] command My People to tame the tongue ere
they look for My Highest Blessing.”

*The tongue can no men tame; it is an unruly
evil — full of deadly peison.” {fames 3-8.)

*“T command My People Israel that Ihe'_v spe.lk evil
of none; that they be no tale bearers.” (James4-11.)

These laws are half way laws, so to speak, be-
tween the laws of Moses and the Seimon on the
Mount (which embraces the Laws of a Kingdom
not yet sk up on earth), These laws prepare us to
keep the Laws of the Sermon on the Mount.

M-024

A TEST OF FAITH! — 9/14,/66

If we could see the happiness thal lies around the bend,
How jus! and gracious we could be, how kind lo foe and friend,

If we could glimpse the rainbow rays thal wait heyond the siorm,
Heaw bravely we could rise to keep some failing spiril warm.

The goal ahead, the longed for dream, the jey we cannol see,
Ii we bul knew s day and hour, How neble we could be.

Yel, thus the sicel of character is tempered and made sirong.
Despite our plaintive cries of woe, how long, dear Lord, how long?

So like a condle in the might, Faith flickers, bui burns on,
While ihrough a window of its oun, came silently the dawn.

(W ritten by Betly Woodworth)

There are two things that go into the make-up of friendship:
The one is truth, the other iz understanding.

M-025
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M-025. A Test of Faith! September 14, 1966.
Caption title: [Rule] 4 TEST OF FAITH! [Rule] 9/14/66

Collation: Poem consisting of five couplets. Blue ink on white paper. 18.4
x 12.1 cm.

Notes: Betty Woodworth, the author of this elegaic piece, was originally
Bessie Lee Purnell, Benjamin’s niece. She married colony orchestra leader
Manna Woodworth in 1961, when she was fifty-three or fifty-four years old.
This reasonably well-composed if unsophisticated poem celebrating the
persistence of faith in the face of uncertainty is followed by an aphoristic
observation about friendship.

M-026. House of David Colony Park. ca. 1966-1969.

Cover title: [Red free-form ornament border enclosing and threaded
through the following] / HOUSE OF DAVID / COLONY [Red hyphen]
PARK / [Photograph of a miniature train].

Collation: 4-fold leaflet. Black and red ink on white paper. 9.2 x 21.8 cm.

Notes: This leaflet was designed as a mailer for the campers, tourists, and
square dancers that the colony was attempting to cultivate in the 1960s.
At this point, little to no emphasis is placed on the religious aspects of
the community; almost all focus is on the various tourist enterprises. This
specific leaflet highlights the “new campground” with “all the modern
conveniences, rather than hotel and resort cabins of earlier years, which
are now described as “limited” and “rustic.” Clearly, the colony was
aging, and inexorably declining despite continuing to run the Park as an
entertainment venue.

174

Published by Hamilton Digital Commons, 2018

49



American Communal Societies Quarterly, Vol. 12, No. 4 [2018]

HOUSE of DAVID 7 fo

COLONY - PARK b

o
BENTON HARBOR, MICH.

RAITASY AVE. AN ENTRANCE
-t
) s

’®:.-_'m: A e T
s

@ RSTTIALE BTN bW

me:ur&"l'uim— ;"U

@Iﬂllvmlh
@mm‘.
@m

@ B LOr W e US

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR: / /ﬁ

Square Dance Cawren's & Twran parres |

5 g A
Traves - Trater Coums : i
CAMPERS x /é’ i

LIMITED HOTEL & CARIN @
FACILITIES ;-" [ T HEET
A @:ﬂ-m
Mickigans '@
@Ju
S [MICHIGAN S
Famous
Bummer T
Pl o __| vecarien

175

https://digitalcommons.hamilton.edu/acsq/vol12/iss4/6 50



McRae and Ziebart: Descriptive Bibliography of Imprints in the House of David Collection

House of David Imprints Undated, Ordered Alphabetically

M-027. Briefs from Joanna’s Writing

Caption title: [Type ornament border on right, left, and bottom margins
that enclose all text] / Briefs from Joanna’s Writings / [Rule] / JOANNA
WAS THE FIRST MESSENGER OF THIS / VISITATION TO
ISRAEL

Collation: Broadside. Single column of three single-paragraph excerpts
from three different prophecies printed in blue ink on newsprint. 10 x 26.5
cm.

Notes: It’s difficult to interpret this little sheet of three excerpts from the
writings of the First Messenger, Joanna Southcott. The formatting and
typeface strongly suggests it was printed before 1915, but its audience or its
purpose are impossible to ascertain from available evidence.

The fact that it’s printed on newsprint suggest that it is intended for
colony distribution, but it could as easily have been intended for public
distribution in the Park. Early publications citing previous messengers
typically focus on Wroe or Jezreel—specifically in service of Benjamin’s
legitimacy as the Seventh Messenger. Moreover, each of these Southcottian
excerpts, emphasizing destruction, desolation, and ruin of a nation, are far
more political and far more directly apocalyptic in tone than is typical of
carlier Israelite writing. Such strongly negative preoccupations were far
more characteristic of post-WWII, Cold-War era Israelite publications;
this quality alone, more than the appearance of the document, may
suggest a possible date range.?!

21. Henry Yaple suggests an earlier date for this imprint, possibly pre-WWI.
“The U.S. didn’t get in WWI until 1917, but apocalyptic stories of WWI battles
and submarine warfare were well known ... ca. 1915.” (E-mail correspondence,

July 19, 2018).
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Briefs From Joanna’s Writings

JOANMA WAS THE FIRST MESSENGER OF THIE
VISITATION TO ISRAEL

I WILL make them sick with smiting them, and
make them desolate because of their sins;
for as loud as thou heardst the noise in the night
between the two days. so England will know
their dangers are great when it comes to March
and April, and as the stone seemed to roll from
stair to stair, so shall men begin to fall by sea
and by land; they shall tumble down onc after
the other. *** T will not spare horse nor rider;
they shall wmble dewn; for 1 have tried them
with blessings — I have kept back the enemy
that threaten them, and their hearts are hardened
the more.” Southcott Express 5. p. 106,

“The land (England) is come into such a
situation that T now tell thee and all mankind,
nothing but thy wnolings will save the natwon
from utter ruin: not that they are thy wards, but
because they are my words, and the Ward is
gone out of my mouth, [ will preserve unte my-
self all that will obey my commands.” Spiril of
truth. First Book of Scaled Prophecies, p. 102,

“Know what I have told thee already —
all the sorrows that come upon thee will surely
come upon the nation, upon those whe walk in
darkness. MNow mark the Visitation in the year
that is past { 1804) how suddenly and unexpect-
edly did every load come uwpon thee; in bke
manner it will come upon the nation — that say,
Peace and safery, thinking no evils will come
upon them, Thus have 1 told thee their troubles
will come on unawares, as thine came on thee:
yet I tell thee, like thy deliverance will it be o
the children of light, for in thee stands the type of
them both. * * * For I now tell thee as anly the
continuation ofsthe feelings of my Spint causes
happiness in thee: so perfoct happiness can never
be in man before the evil power is destroyed,
and my Spirit be poured out — then cometh
continual happiness for men lo rejoice in the
God of their salvation, when [ have delivered
them out of the hand of the Lion, and out of
the paw of the uncircumcised philistines; then
will their water be tumned to wine — and know
the best wine is reserved to the last.” “Answer
af !he Rw Thos. P. Fofcy to the world.”

p. 2l
A

M-027
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THE DOVE SENT FORTH.

As we page upon the leavens,
And view the arbs of ligh
The sun doth rule the day-r
And the moen and stars the niglt.

As we paze upon the meadaows,
And upoa the fields of green,

In the clover and the shamrock
The figure three is seen.

In the ark we find three stories,

Which set forth three different glosies.

And we fnd in Noah's sons
Types for the millennivm.

These prefigure three great classes,

From the three: Shem, Ham and Japeth,

As before the floed from Adam
Were the three Cain, Abel, Sech.

Cain, the Gentile, Abel slew,
Cur aff from life as was the Jew,
Goatiles then come in for grace
Till Seth | Israel) takes his place.

Az Adum was a figure
O him who wag te come

S0 Naah iz a type of him
Who is the Second Son,

Again we see the figure three:
Three times God's arm of fove

He stretcheth out and offers man
His spirit like the dowve,

In Jesue first they send her forth
She finds no resting place on carth,
Backward and forw o and fro,

But no resting place did the lintle dove know

No holy ground was then prepared
U which to rest her feer,
No blade of green, a sign of life,

Her weary eyes to greet.

Thev wonld ot come 1o him for life,
Nar erowa him prince of peace,

They'd rather let the robber reign ;
They plead for his relense.

Nu resting place—fuor he muse tread
he winepress all alone
Till all that men and devils

Conlil o ta him was dore.

Then as the dove in Maah's day
Returned unto it's home,
So God raised up his firstborn

And set him on his throne.

M-028

52



McRae and Ziebart: Descriptive Bibliography of Imprints in the House of David Collection

M-28. The Dove Sent Forth
Caption title: THE DOVE SENT FORTH.

Collation: A poem consisting of 22 four-line stanzas, printed in a single
column in blue ink on coated, off-white paper.

Notes: This curious piece consists of several extended metaphors, loosely
interwoven: the figure of the dove, representing both Noah’s dove and Jesus,
the numbers three and seven, and a long series of natural and pastoral
images adding up to paradise and Eden restored. It incorporates Israelite
themes, such as the dove image, which in Israelite iconography generally
represents Mary; the term “Man-Branch,” which refers to Benjamin (and
in this poem is also the dove’s olive branch), grafted “to the root,” the
notion of paradise on Earth, and a time of rejoicing for “Israel’s sons and
daughters.” But it does so in a way that reads as neither fully Israelite
nor entirely mainstream Christian—as if a new member were working
through a newly acquired theology:.

M-029. Genesis 49.

Caption title: [Penciled above the caption title are these words: Jacob’s
Charge to the [All underlined in pencil] / 12 sons. / Genesis 49. [Following
in pencil] th Chapter

Collation: Broadside. 9 stanzas printed in a single column. 13.6 x 21 cm.

Notes: This is a verse rendition of Genesis 49, which relates the story of
Jacob’s blessing of his twelve sons, who were to become the Twelve Tribes
of Israel. In context, it becomes a tribute to Benjamin “with his law so
pure and his word so divine.” The poem is signed “Silas,” suggesting Silas
Mooney as the author.

The quality of Israclite poetry varies. Benjamin had a tendency to
produced rhymed doggerel—structurally and thematically simple, but
more or less consistent in rhyme and rhythm. Many of the anonymous
pieces annotated for this supplement are fairly clever—tributes to the
work of fellow Israelites, or meditations on points of theology. Though
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thematically interesting, “Genesis 49” is remarkably bad as a composition—
with randomly irregular rhythm, awkwardly structured and uneven lines
that switch meters from one to the next, and a final verse that uses “raven”
as a verb and tries to match it with “heaven.” Given that this was apparently
typeset, published, and distributed to at least a few, however, its existence
suggests that all Israelites felt free to make and share their art, even if it
wasn’t particularly good.

Toeol called nnto his sons and bogan to say
What wonld befull themyin the st day ;
Al they gathered togetherfor they knew very wall,
Words of wisdom woald Qow from Tsraal.

Kow Jucol began'and ho spoke at length: o
teuben thow art my firsthorn, my might, the heginning
of my strengtl.
Unstable as water thou shalt not excel,
Thon defilest thy father’s bed¥and his sonch. Thou
dlidl’ gt ok well T

Himeon and Lavi wre hesthron; instraments of croelty
= ere ihey; cthat's notalll )
i aneer slave o man and digged down a walls

i‘ur: ] B theie anger so feros, aail theie vwzath ns well
A\

Vivide them in Jacob¥iml scattor them in larael,
_—

; Jadah thou art he whom thy brethroa shall praise.
Tiiv fathers chillren shall bow before thee slways; —
Tl sceplre D[m-iu_ you've held - was 50 dear unko thes =
Teot unto Snilok slall the gathering of the prople he.

 E—
Zbulin shali { s,
Aad he s : i {15 il:.ﬂrﬂﬂ YFidon's border bej
Tesarhar is @ sirong ags, between bunlens eoughed low,
e saw reat was gomd, and became o servant of tribute,
wou know.

Drap shall judge his people ug i toibe of Tseael,

A garpent by ]IIJ:- ‘n]l%:"nnf'&\:lluﬂdmﬁr from hell

An i 15:!rr in the pathns bitter as gall,

e biteth the horse's heals, 50 s rider shall fall

A trpop ehall overcome Gad, thongh he fight very hard,
Tet in the end, for Lis fighting he'll get his reward.

Ount of Asher*lis bread so fat shall be
And voyal danties Le'll pield,  §ost wait and see.

Naphtali i a liind lag loosa, ;

e giveth good words which will be of much wze.
Jpseph is a froit(ul bougl —a fruitful bough by & well—
From thence i3 the Shophend, the stone of Isragl.

Wow lggs, bat not lenst, comes little Benjamin in ling,
With his Ly 5o puare and his vgord H‘I_i‘iu'_l_rj_ﬂ;

Anil az decresd by the Father, a3 a wulf be shall raven,
IIe gives us the water of life und our breat from I[:gia;:n.

at the haven of the sen,

M-029
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M-030. The Hebrew or Jew Cut.
Caption title: THE HEBREW OR JEW CUL.

Collation: Broadsheet printed on newsprint in three columns on one side,
then made into an unbound pamphlet with a trifold. 27.5 x 13.4 cm.

Notes: “The Hebrew or Jew Cut” refers to the emblem Mary and Benjamin
included in the second and third editions of The Star of Bethlehem, Books 1
and II of the first edition of Mary’s Comforter. It represents an adaptation
of a motif that appears on the Jezreelite imprint Extracts from the Flying Roll,
which the Purnells advertised in their early literature before they began
heavily promoting the Star.

It closely resembles what Yaple refers to as the “chain square emblem,’
which also appears in these same texts, except that the lettering in this case
is in Hebrew rather than English, and each emblem cites different biblical
passages.

This little flyer, which was clearly intended as a quick reference for
the Israelite traveling preachers, explains the significance of the unusual
image, in order to convey the information to members of the audience who
express interest or curiosity. The remainder of the flyer offers instruction
for the preacher on how to present one’s message effectively (including
how to pitch the voice for maximum effect), and how to manage money
from sales.

Two aspects of this document are worthy of further study for Israelite
scholars. The first is the fact that Mary and Benjamin—who spent their
carliest years as itinerant preachers among the carnival folk, camping at
fairgrounds and other public spaces that provided safe and welcoming
camping spaces for those who traveled for a living—were clearly aware
that preaching was a public performance.

The second is the complexity and depth of Israelite iconography.
Neither the “chain square emblem” nor the “square Hebrew emblem” as
Yaple terms it, appear in House of David imprints after their appearance
in Mary’s The Comforter; Book II (Y-98). This suggests that this leaflet was
printed sometime between 1903 and 1912. It appears in the second and
third editions of the Star, published in 1903 and 1910, and a few other key
Israelite theological texts.
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The “Hebrew,” or “few Cut,” as illustrated in The Star of Bethelehem,
which is explained by M-030.

THE HEBREW OR JEW CUT.

The Jewish lettering in the cot on the Grst leal
is often enquired aboat by both Jews and Gentiles,
Tt will be well for you to remenber the followng,
‘The words in the cemtre square transluted
Haoliness unto God.  The twelve smaller sqm:x
contain the names of the twelve tribes in order, as
on page 1. The top verse is from Hosea 15 11,
a3 follows, Then shall the children of Juduh and
the children of lsrael be gathersd together, and
appomt themselves one bead, and they shall come
up out of tha land : for great shall bo the day of
Jezreel.  The lower verse is part of Malachi ; 1.
Tehold T will send my messenger, and he shall pre.
pure the way belore ma: a:%‘the Lovd whom ya
sxek shall snddenly come to his templa.

Heoliness nnto Gad is also on the luek of the lit-
1l pablia book.

Do not make stalements concerning wniversal
salvation in preaching exeept you take up the subject
and prove every poant. It is not oflen necessury.
Give the messago of life and if they get it, they
will get the reat in dos time. 1P yon make state-
ments that you do not prove, it will make against
your message in a general way and hinder your-
eolves, It will be better to show up Babylon,
with her fulse teachers, who have a form of god-
liness, denying the power. in order to show the
signs of the times, whreh ia the falfillment of proph.

ecies, which show that such sball exist in the lust
days.

In showing the body arises no more, follow It
by showing the life of ledy, sonl and spirit must
come withont going 1o the grave, ete., and when
people tell vou that all will’ be alike, show thom
that the dead are oniy mads like anto angels, g
the jmmortal bride are mised with Ilim, higher
than the angels, crowned with honor and gloey,
sons of God; but He never culled an angela son,

cte., unil if you stndy to shew these things by the '

plain tenchings of the seripture it puts them to
silencw, % ..

Work hard to scll papers aml got subseribers amd
talce their wddeess and date and send the money
with your list of suhseribors at least ones a0 woel
except yon need the money, in such cazes nse it.
But the book money keep separate as your awn,
except you got wmore than you desire to carry aloat,
In sich eases yon may send it in about onee each
manth, with 4 monthly veport of sales, if you can
dosn. Do not fail to write once o week or wors

at least onee a weelc—with u briof note of the
most interesting events of your work for the paper,
ele,, ele.

I think it best to explain the book first nad poss
it nrouml while the spealier is still on the box talle
ing mere or less to hold the erowd, and when the
speker sces thoy are about done taking the Little

M-030
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grab up the paper and bold it up before
Ll your lalk in regand 16 \he great
8 Messenger of  Wisdom,” and in the
meuntims tell the people that she or he will wddres
them o short time and ot the following speaker on-
dleavonr ta speak of points that the former spoakor
has mot spoken of, especially concerning the hook
und paper, and offer and urge it aguin in the final
close.  Seak for frecdom and ness and allow
Tio one to stop yon whils speaking or passing the
hYo.ku‘ till yolll{ire dima, < Work Lf hold the cgrnml
till you can get the books and papers before them,
In great mutherings wheee there may be other
things going on, do not hold too Tong Gl yoo offer
the books; toen longer if necessary, Seek good
places, thist you muy not be removed, Get out in
the street amd spesk against the building, and ask
shat the sdiewalk be not blocked, ete.  Always get
asmall box if pogsible.  Seek for a zide that the
‘wind i#on vour hack, obe, L4

Do not tey to piteh your voica too high at first,
burt.as you gt warmied up you eun piteh it higher
with ease. Ie cabm and delibérate; speak phiin anl
ordinarily fost—do not dewg,  Speak  earnestly,
and lervently.  Some one of yon could get a tin
vup of water before beginning that you may ta
wsap or two whila speaking; it is meod

foiy
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The next significant publication, 7%e Rolling Ball of Fire series, published
beginning in 1915, was authored solely by Benjamin, and printed with a
completely different set of images from any that had appeared in earlier
publications. Book III of Mary’s Comforter series (Y-203), published in 1925,
similarly includes an entirely new set of images from those that marked
their earlier, more collaborative works.

Beginning in 1915, Benjamin begins to assert himself as the sole
author of his works, and to remove anything alluding to Mary: The Ball of
Fire series, his anti-prohibition pamphlets, and numerous songbooks and
books of poetry all appear that year “by Benjamin.” At the same time,
any iconography representing Mary and Benjamin together disappears,
replaced primarily by the Shiloh trumpet bearing only Benjamin’s name.
Although the purpose and depth of the symbol system the Purnells
included in their religious texts deserves fuller study, the story of this
particular symbol, which the couple warranted important enough to have
the preachers explain some of its meaning to strangers, seems to reveal
another story entirely about the slow dissolution of what had once been a
highly productive partnership.

M-031. Jesus’ Parables.
Cover title: JESUS’ PARABLES / [Thick, thin line]
Caption title: Parables of Jesus / [Rule]

Collation: 22 pages, inside front and back covers printed in blue ink. Brown
newsprint cover and pages. 12 x 16.6 cm.

Notes: This little pamphlet consists of aphorisms excerpted from various
Gospel parables. Although atypical in that the quotations are exclusively
Biblical in origin, rather than the apocryphal texts or Benjamin’s writings,
both of which the Israelites more commonly printed, the blue ink, typeface,
and idiosyncratic formatting all typify an early colony imprint.

Although it may have been printed for Park distribution, the cheap
paper and lack of publication information suggests this was for colony
use—perhaps as a reference for the missionaries.

182

Published by Hamilton Digital Commons, 2018

57



American Communal Societies Quarterly, Vol. 12, No. 4 [2018]

M-031

JESUS' PARABLES

—

| ; Letter To Subscribers.

those interested in the Tngathering of lstael and the

advancement of the kingdem of God on earth, and whose

desire is to help to spread the good news of the redemption
of the hody:

We ure making an offer to Libraries and Reading
Rooms to send Sminon's Mrssexcer or Wisooa free
of charge monthly if they will agree to have it placed in
public file where visitors may have free aceess to read it T
you will see the Librarians personally you may be able to
have the Buok or Wispowm and SHivow’s Messescir oF
Wispos in your City Library, ¥. ML C. A., Railroad Read-
ing Fooms, Lodge Reading Rooms, crc., where they would he
read by hundreds,

We alse have a beautiful colored poster siee 21x33
printed in 11 different shades showing the title page of the
Books or, Wistom and four Little Books and heading of
SpLon’s Messzxeir oF Wisoox.  If you know of a store,
show-window, depot, waiting room or hotel where it would
reccive care, we will send one or more free of chargze.

“To the rightcous and rhe wise shall be given books of
jov, of integrity and great wisdom. To them shull books he
given in which they shall believe; and in which they shall
rejoice; and the righteous shall be rewarded, who from these
shall acquire the knowledge of every upright path. Enaoch
10g-12, 11

In sending in addresses be sure to give correct name,
especially of Libraries, asthere may be more than one in your
city, and write full address plainly.

Wishing you success in your labors of love,

M-032 JSRAELITE HOUSE OF DAVID
Bexrox Harsonr, Micm, U S. A

183

https://digitalcommons.hamilton.edu/acsq/vol12/iss4/6



McRae and Ziebart: Descriptive Bibliography of Imprints in the House of David Collection

MARY'S LITTLE FARM. M-035

Mary Bas o little farm,
And on it many babies,

Anad many zirls, with pretiy onels
Wi act Like little ladies.

Hear babivs are the findst |og
You'll find the world around,

I s bewvs wre avery one & priee,
With mrnils all gl.n.'r.i and soand.
Faey follow her where ¢'or she goes,
To church and school and tahbie,

Awl everything she tries o do,
They'd do if they were able.

Whnt makes tham all love Mary 507
Tha people ulten say. ;

B :ennse shes full of love and truth,
Amad abows them all the wav,

To walk and talk and play and sat
And work and preach and sing,
Al when vou hear their sermons
Thay have no nncertain ring.
T say do their work in harmony,
Anid sing the whole day long,
Buat. thi= you mizht expect wihen they
To Dwrid's beuse belong. i

MORMON BIBLE

Concordance, Reference and
Contradictions.

M-034
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M-032. Letter to Subscribers.
Caption title: Letter to Subscribers [underline]
Collation: Broadside. 11.8 x 18.2 cm. Light pink paper.

Notes: This is “an offer to Libraries and Readi