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Abstract

This paper aims to show the actual state of Gruppo di Acquisti Solidale (GAS), an Italian-
based system allowing consumers to purchase goods collectively and directly from farm
producers.

Conducting the GAS survey in four areas, the author introduced the efforts in (1) Firenze, (2)
Viterbo and (3) Prato in the previous paper, and introduced the efforts in (4) Buttigliera Alta in
this paper.

In the hearing survey, the author focused on GAS’s purpose, organization and contribution
to the communities and citizens in order to capture its characteristics. In addition, the author
heard also from a farm producer engaged in GAS in Orvieto and a beer maker brewing beer
using the wheat produced by the farm producer as a reference.

The survey showed that a new business type GAS appeared in addition to conventional
community-based GAS. And it also shows that even a community-based GAS is developing efforts
in cooperation with the government and making a transition into business-type GAS.

The author will conduct the investigation to see if these trends are common.
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