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Current Status and Issues of Common Forest
in Takayama Village, Gunma Prefecture
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Summary

How protection of common forest should be is worthy of special mention in preservation
and regeneration of forests. It is necessary from a juristic perspective to investigate what body
owns a forest in each region, whether the forest is owned in severalty by a natural person or a
juristic person, or jointly owned by natural persons. It is also necessary to investigate what rights
are exercised in use of forests and earning profits. The results of the investigations appear to
show the best relationship of the rights for preservation and regeneration of forests by
ownership.

This paper considers (1) the relationship with common rights on forests, outlines (2)
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property districts, which is a main ownership system of common forests, and production forestry
cooperative, and discusses (3) the current situation of the common forest in Takayama village,

Gunma Prefecture.
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